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. TROUT LAKE, ONTARI

er, perhaps — loved i in the Legls a-
e h1 m while campaxgnmg in Duluth

waé serving ﬁéh t0 200 or more
supporters in = Bloomington

“Hi, I'm Bob Lessard thanks
 for coming,” he said. “And who
e you?” ~ ~
_ The woman sxghed and sa1d
~ “Bob, I'm your ex-wife.”
. “Thadn'tseenherina while,
_and guess I didn't recogmze .
her?” Lessardsaid. ~

A :

_ the small, fly-in fishing campon

_ this Ontario lake (alsoknown as

Otukamamoan Lake) as an out-

post to Sunny Beach, a resort
he owns on Rainy Lake, on the

Minnesota-Ontario border.

. _ Business for him is tough this
summer, as 1t is for most nor n\camp operators So. Iast week,

Anderson contmues on (]




< PZUMWmOZ m.wog c1

Lessard mum Em som, mmwﬂ mH Swo..
began guiding anglers when he was

11, were together alone in the wilder-
__ ness, save for Brett’s young mwcmgmw
Hmww%m, éro was Sm:Em

bﬂmwmgmbmun
Forevet comfortable at the EHQ,, 0m .
_ abig outboard, Lessard angled a 20-

. foot mEBEﬁB fishing boat across an

expanse of blue water that seemed 8

stretch forever.

‘Then he cut the mnmﬁm »um :
&ovwmm ajig o<9.cow& looking for
Sp:m%mm. .

i mﬁ@ﬁmﬁmm from Emw school

- In 49, went in the Army in ’50 and

got out in’54,” he said. Not long af-

terward, he wonmE his first Hmmon ,

Spawn Inlet, on Rainy Lake.

“The camp owner could have moﬁw, |
it to another guy for more money,

_but he had promised to sell it to me

. for $8,500, and he did,” Lessard said.
_ “That’s where I first mewbmm the val-

ue of a handshake.”

. Lessard later would Embmmm mw.mmﬁ
Wmma Lodge on Great Bear Lake, in

the Canadian Arctic. He and his first

_wife had two children: Wendy, who

~ “couldn’t beat alcoholism,” Lessard

; mBP and. m<m58&€ committed sui-
~cide; and a boy, Shawn, who was

 killed at age 5 while riding _Bm bike.

Lessard and his wife were di-

~ vorced then, and Lessard had driv-
en to her home to pick up the boy.

- When Shawn saw his dad, he ex-
citedly rode into the street and was
struck there by a vehicle, Emam feet
fromLessard.

Lessard still m_p&&m ﬁnnoanoum.
bly, and cries,’ ﬁ&mﬁ he nmnmsm the

. accident. -«

- “Ttwas later, in1974, that I mﬁ# ran

for office,” he said. “Iran against [the

late Minnesota mozma m@mmwmn_ Irv

Anderson, who at the time was ma-

jority leader of the House. The feder-

al government was trying to put the

, wgmmonw River into the Wild and Sce-

_nic Rivers program, and I opposed

il mabaﬂ want to run for office. But
when I found out Irv favored the
deal,Iran.1lost g 17votes” =
_ In 1976, Lessard ran for the Sen-

, mﬁm« was &moﬁma, and never was de-

feated again. His last term, he was

_ elected as an independent, leaving

the DFL, which mow. EB had mwosw

ﬁoo liberal. ; o

 His ntvEmEbm mgm ; Swm
unique.

 “Tdridei ina yoﬁ of @E.wmmm msum-
mer,” he said. “I had a friend witha
bucket truck — you know, the type.
with 2 bucket on the end of a long.

Eoom, like electricians use to, fix

- street EBE -

“Td getinto apm vznwﬁ S&u a _.,om_

_ andreel, and he’d lift me mﬁ.ﬁmg up.

That’s where I'd ride the length of

‘the wﬁmmm ommﬁEm EQ Em one di-



A De Havilland Beaver, the workhorse floatplane of the north country sat atthe dock of the fishing camp owrnedbyr re-

Brett Lessard fried fish in.deep fryers
onaporch of theirlodge. The deep fry-
ers are encased in awooden cabinet

and connected, outside, to an LP tank.

rection, then another. A sign'on the
truck said, ‘Bob Lessard for Sen-
ate.’”

"As “he spoke, walleyes _ fair-
ly hopped into Lessard’s boat —
as, fishing a short distance away,
lake trout did for Brett, the mid-
dle child from Lessard’s second
marriage.

Sean, 28, is a -Minneapolis po-
lice officer. Kelly, a daughter, 34,is
the public relations: manager for the
Minnesota Zoo.

Brett, meanwhile, is an engag—
ing, strapping fellow with: a big
smile who is just now putting his

life back on track after serving about

three years in prison for accidental-
ly shooting and killing a young wom-
an friend.

That story, too, began here, in the

Wlld erness.
- The year was 2002. Brett and two

‘ fnends had spent a long day portag-

ing big fishing boats into his dad’s

_camp before returning to Grand

Rapids, where Brett lived.
At home, he went to bed and was

later awakened by the college-age

woman, who phoned, saying she

oraphs of him for a class. ;
‘The photos were to be of Brett
with a handgun he owned. As she
pointed the camers, Brett posed,
switching the gun from one hand
to the other. The gun, which Brett

didn’t know was loaded, accidental-

ly discharged. L ‘
He was convicted of second-de-
gree manslaugh ter, serving nearly a
year in St. Cloud and the rest of his
sentence in Faribault.
Still haunted by the acc1dent

- Brett, who now attends college, said,

“Ididn’t talk to anyone in prison. I

kept to myself.

Amending the constiy tion
“The thing that kept me going

dunng my 26 years in the Senate
was protecting the rlghts of people
who made Minnesotathe stateitis;”
Lessard said. “The federal govern-

ment, and sometimes the state, too
often come in and say, ‘We know
best” But hunters and fishermen
have been stewards of the environ-
ment forever, and protecting thelr
rights is-important.”
In 1998, 77 percent of Minneso-
ta voters approved a constitutional
amendment guaranteeing them the
right to hunt, fish and trap.
Lessard was among those funda-
mentally responsible for placing the
amendment on the ballot.
“I knew Minnesotans would ap-

wanted to stop by to take photo- '

tired state Sen. Bob Lessard of Intematlonal Falls. The camp is about a 20-minute flight from Fort Frances, Ontano.

Atretired state Sen. Bob Lessard’s fish-

ing camp, nearly all fish caught are
released. But these lake trout were
destined for the table at ameal hosted
by Lessard and his son, Brett,fora
longtime friend and floatplane pilot,
who had dropped infor supper.

proveit, if¢ giventhe chanc " he said. ,

He similarly believed Minneso-
tans last fall would approve a consti-
tutional amendment he first offered
about 10 years ago to dedicate a por-
tion of the state sales tax to’ conser-
vation: '

“They did” he said. “Th15 is stﬂl
Minnesota, Fishing, hunting and
conservation is what we do” ,

Longtime DFL Senate Majority
Leader Roger Moe, now retired, was
often; but not always, a pohncal ally

‘of Lessard’s.

“Bob cannever finisha sentence,
Moe said. “So in the Legislature at
times he might have sounded like
he wasn’t articulating his position
very well. But he was very focused
on his district, and on hunting and
fishing. The record shows he was
successful.

“He was sly like a fox.”

Dennis Anderson s danderson@startribune.com



