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CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

Please keep us informed of any changes in address.
This is necessary to update our mailing list. If you
have changed or plan to change address in the near
future, please send the new address to our office.
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(continued from page 7)

TRANSPORTATION AND GENERAL

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

' Subcommittees:

| General Legislation;

the Finance committee.

i L7

- (chairman, Senator Roger Laufenburger)

| Highways, Elections; Veterans’ Affairs and
' A major bill which creates a new state
Department of Transportation passed out of

committee early this Session and is now before

Members are scheduled to tackle legislation

Iwhich alters the gas-tax measure passed last year in rela-
tion to the moratorium on interstate routes, noise barriers
and the question of a constitutional amendment on future

Send to:
Senate Public Information Office
Room B29 — State Capitol
St. Paul, Minnesota 556155

Corrections, Additions

The following names should be
added to the committee roster
which appeared in Senate Pers-
pective, January 14.

EDUCATION — Nancy Brataas
LABOR AND COMMERCE —
Nancy Brataas, Winston Borden
METROPOLITAN AND URBAN
AFFAIRS — J. A. Josefson

Due to a typographical error, the
caption under the picture on page

gas tax proceeds.

Other issues before the committee include a bridge
bonding bill, and a number of election bills dealing with
ballot rotation and permanent voter registration.

Higher Education Coordinating Board

oeA MOVE TOWARD EFFICIENCY

Anyone who is looking for a large
number of big, controversial bills this
Session is likely to be disappointed.
Well, there are a few, but if one takes
the time to sort through legislation now
in Senate committees, it is obvious that
legislators are taking a hard look at
state government with an eye to making
it more accountable and efficient.

In addition to a host of bills which
reorganize the many boards and com-
missions in the state, one of the more
interesting proposals addresses the ques-
tion of how best to deal with budget
requests from our higher educational
institutions. Each year, the Governor
and the Legislature must grapple with
individual budget and capital improve-
ment appropriations. Of course, the
Senate and House finance committees
usually end up with a different set of
figures; complicated all the more by
another set forwarded from the Gover-
nor’s office. It all seems to work out in
the end, but only after a lot of talking
and a lot of compromising. )

To remedy this, Majority Leader
Nicholas Coleman (DFL-St. Paul), and
Senators Rolf Nelson (I-R-Golden Valley)
and Jerry Anderson (DFL-North Branch)
are authoring a bill which would

empower the current Higher Education
Coordinating Board (HECB) to approve,
disapprove or modify all requests by
the U'of M Board of Regents, the State
University Board, and State Board for
Community Colleges, before passing
such requests on to the legislature.

“It is simply a move to realize greater
efficiency,” says Coleman. “Dealing
with individual budgets and capital
improvement requests each year is a
very complicated task for part-time
citizen legislators. The HECB should be
able to forward over-all recommenda-
tions before we, as legislators, decide
on appropriations.”

Currently, the HECB, which can only
review and comment on budget requests,
is composed of 11 members appointed
by the Governor. Under Coleman's
bill, membership would be increased to
15. The Governor would appoint twelve
public members (one from each Con-
gressional District), and three repre-
sentatives would be appointed by each
of the higher education systems. In
addition, the Executive Director of the
Private College Council would serve
as an ex-officio (non-voting) member.

Although the HECB would be granted
additional powers under the bill, the

5 of the January 14 issue should
read Senator Rolf Nelson, not
Ralph Nelson.

legislature would continue to exercise

final authority in all funding measures.
Any higher educational institution dis-
pleased with HECB recommendations

would have an opportunity to present

its case before the legislature.

Both Senate and House versions of

the bill have already passed their res-
pective education committees and will
"be heard by Governmental Operations
committee members before final floor
action.
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