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question of a solid waste disposal system for the metro­
politan area. Another measure would set up a commission
to study the possible merging of the Duluth and Superior
Port Authorities.

TAXES AND TAX LAWS COMMITTEE. - -
(chairman, Senator Tony Perpich)
Subcommittees: none'

Commissioner of Revenue Arthur Roemer
recently addressed the Taxes and Tax Laws
committee and explained certain problems ­
and intracacies of the circuit-breaker pro­
vision in the omnibus tax bill passed last
Session. The committee continues to keep
close tabs on local units of government to

ensure that tax savings are passed on to homeowners and
renters.

Further modifications in the circuit-breaker should guar­
antee rent credits for certain senior citizens who live in
subsidized housing. _

Pending legislation also would provide tax breaks for
businesses and private homeowners who adopt solar­
energy saving devices.

NATURAL RESOURCES AND
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

(chairman, Senator Roger Moe)
-Subcommittees:
Agriculture; Game and Fish; Public Lands;
Water Resources; Environmental Protection;

Thus far the committee has approved a
$300 thousand appropriation for the Min­
nesota Historical Society for the completion
of the Minnesota Valley Restoration Project
and measures which authorize fishing and

moose hunting seasons.
Members are scheduled to hear several important bills

soon. One would provide tax breaks to help young farm­
ing families purchase farms in the state. Other legislation
will deal with the drainage controversy in rural areas. If
the House approved returnable container legislation (man­
datory deposit on cans), the committee might also give
that issue another go-around.

Environmental issues include a bill that prohibits com­
mercial development in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
(BWCA); a measure that regulates the use of pesticides
and brings the state into compliance with federal EPA
standards; and legislation that would mandate that manu­
facturers of spray cans using fluorocarbons label products
as such.METROPOLITAN AND URBAN

AFFAIRS COMMIITEE
(chairman, Senator John Chenoweth)
Subcommittees:
Operations and Structure; Land Use and Phy­
sical Development; /IIIetropolitan Gover'!ments

An important comprehensive planning bill
which would require local units of govern­
ment in the seven-county metropolitan area
to adopt land use and public utility plans
consistent with an over-all plan by the Metro­

'p-olitan Council passed to the Senate floor. The House has
already approved a similar measure."

In coming weeks, substantial time should be devoted to
discussing and debating the merits of a new stadium. A
joint-Senate-House subcommittee recently recommended
that a proposal for a multi-purpose stadium in downtown
Minneapolis be referred to both Senate and House com­
mittees.

Committee members are also scheduled to take up the

An important measure which would affect municipal
bonding rates is currently before the committee. The legis­
lation calls for no maximum to be placed upon the rate of
interest that an issuer might agree to pay on bonds adver­
tised at public sales. Bonds sold privately could not exceed
the maximum 7% rate.

Another measure would permit buiJding TV. translators
in outstate Minnesota.

JUDICIARY COMMIITEE
(chairman, Senator Jack Davies)
Subcommittees:
Judicial Administration' Public Law Reform,'
Private Law Reform; Criminal Law and Cor­
rections; Privacy; Revisors_ Bjll

At time of publication, Judiciary commit­
tee members were considering the deter­
minate sentencing bill already passed by
Health, Welfare and Corrections. The bill is

expected to pass to the Senate floor soon.
Bills are also before the committee dealing with harsher

penalties and mandatory health programs for persons con-
victed on OWl charges. .

Committee members have already approved legislation
dealing with landlord and tenant rights.

Committee Corner
(continued from page,6 )

(continued on page 8)

Committee Room Hour
Monday Natural Resources and 118 8-10 a.m.

Agriculture
Governmental Operations 112 8-10a.m.
Education 118 10-12 noon
Transportation and 112 10-12 noon

General Legislation
Finance 120 2-4 p.m.
Taxes and Tax Laws 15 2-4 p.m.

Tuesday Health. Welfare, and 112 8-10 a.m_
Corrections

Local Government 118 8-10 a.m.
Metropolitan and Urban 118 10-12 noon

I( Affairs
Labor and Commerce 112 10-12 noon
Judiciary 118 2-4 p.m.

Wednesday Natural Resources and 118 8-10 a.m.
Agriculture

Committee
Governmental Operations
Education
Transportation and

General Legislation
Finance
Taxes and Tax Laws

Thursday Rules and Administration

Friday Health. Welfare. and
Corrections

Local Government
Metropolitan and Urban

Affairs
Labor and Commerce
Judiciary

On Call Committee on Committees

Room Hour
112 8-10a.m.
118 10-12 noon
11 2 10-1 2 noon

120 2-4 p.m.
15 2-4 p.m.

118 8 a.m. or
on call

112 8-10 a.m_

118 8-10a.m.
118 10-1 2 noon

112 10- 12 noon
118 2-4 p.m.

On all
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Room 829 - State Capitol
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

Please keep us informed of any changes in address.
This is necessary to update our mailing list. If you
have changed or plan to change address in the near
future, please send the new address to our office.

Name _

Address _

New Address _

Send to:
Senate Public Information Office
Room B29 - State Capitol
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155
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Due to a typographical error, the
caption under the picture on page
5 of the January 14 issue should
read Senator Rolf Nelson, not
Ralph Nelson.

Corrections, Additions

The following names should be
added to the committee roster
which appeared in Senate Pers­
pective, January 14.
EDUCATION - Nancy Brataas
LABOR AND COMMERCE ­
Nancy Brataas, Winston Borden
METROPOLITAN AND URBAN
AFFAIRS - J. A. Josefson

(continued from page 7)

TRANSPORTATION AND GENERAL
LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

(chairJ"Dan, Senator Roger Laufenburger)
Subcommittees:
Highways; Elections; Veterans' Affairs and
General Legislation;

A major bill which creates a new state
Department of Transportation passed out of
committee early this Session and is now before
the Finance committee.

I Members are scheduled to tackle legislation
Iwhich alters ,the gas-tax measure passed last year in rela­
tion to the moratorium on interstate routes, noise barriers
and the question of a constitutional amendment on future
gas tax proceeds.

Other issues before the committee include a bridge
bonding bill, and a number of election bills dealing with
ballot rotation and permanent voter registration.

Higher Education Coordinating Board

..•A MOVE TOWARD EFFICIENCY
Anyone who is looking for a large

number of big, controversial bills this
Session is likely to be disappointed.
Well, there are a few, but if one takes
the time to sort through legislation now
in Senate 'committees, it is obvious that
legislators are taking a hard look at
state government with an eye to making
it more accountable and efficient.

In addition to a host· of bills which
reorganize the many boards and com­
missions in the state, one of the more
interesti ng proposals addresses trie ques­
tion of how best to deal with budget
requests from our high!ir educational
institutions. Each year, the Governor
and the Legislature must grapple with
individual budget and capital improve­
ment appropriations. Of course, the
Senate and House finance committees
usually end up with a different set of
figures; complicated all the more by
another set forwarded from the Gover­
nor's office. It all seems to work out in
the end, but only after a lot of talking
and a lot of compromising.

To remedy this, Majority Leader
Nicholas Coleman (DFL-St. Paul), and
Senators Rolf Nelson (I-R-Golden Valley)
and Jerry Anderson (DFL-North Branch)
are authoring a bill which would

empower the current Higher Education
Coordinating Board (HECB) to approve,
disapprove or modify all requests by
the U'of M Board of Regents, the State
University Board, and State Board for
Community Colleges, before passing
such requests on to the legislature.

"It is simply a move to realize greater
efficiency," says Coleman. "Dealing
with individual budgets and capital
improvement requests each year is a
very complicated task for part-time
citizen legislators. The HECB should be
able to forward over-all recommenda­
tions before we, as legislators, decide
on appropriations."

Currently, the HECB, which can only
review and comment on budget requests,
is composed of 11 members appointed
by the Governor. Under Coleman's
bill, membership would be increased to
15. The Governor would appoint twelve
public members (one from each Con­
gressional District), and three repre­
sentatives would be appointed by each
of the higher education systems. In
addition, the Executive Director of the
Private Colleie Council would serve
as an ex-officio (non-voting) member.

Although the HECB would he granted
additional powers under the bill, the

legislature would continue to exercise
final authority in all funding measures.
Any higher educational institution dis­
pleased with HECB recommendations
would have an opportunity to present
its case before the legislature.

Both Senate and House versions of
the bill have already passed their res­
pective education committees and will
be heard by Governmental Operations
committee members before fi nal floor
action.
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