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This issue of Perspectives introduces the
new Senators for 1991. Although several of
the new Senators have legislative experi­
ence in the House of Representatives, all
are looking forward to the new experiences
to be gained through service in the Minne­
sota Senate. In addition, all the committee
chairs were asked to profile the issues ex­
pected to be before Senate committees this
year. Finally, a listing of all Senate
committee memberships, along with
meeting times and places, is provided.

2

This document is made available electronically by the Minnesota Legislative Reference Library 
as part of an ongoing digital archiving project. http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/lrl.asp 



Photo by David J. Oakes

Preview of 1991 legislative agenda

Agriculture and Rural
DevelQpment

Sen. Charles Davis, chair of the
Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee, said that wetlands conser­
vation legislation is a top committee
priority this sesssion. Davis also said
that the committee would insure that a
wetlands conservation bill will be fair to
landowners and reflect the true public
value of Minnesota's wetlands.

Davis said that he also anticipates
that the committee will hear Agricul­
ture Dept. bills that involve various fee
increases needed to fund rising adminis­
trative costs and increasing regulation
needs.

In addition, Davis said that the
several proposals refining legislation
that was enacted over the past several
sessions as emergency legislation will
come before the committee. Proposals

involving farm mediation, the right of
first refusal and the ongoing need for
producer access to adult farm manage­
ment programs were all areas Davis
cited as likely to come before the paneL

In the area of rural developll).ent,
Davis said that there was also interest in
examining programs currently in
operation in Iowa and Michigan that
offer access to help and funding to fos­
ter the development of value-added
processing. The committee will
investigate whether similar programs
would benefit Minnesota firms, Davis
said.

Commerce

Chief among the bills expected .to
be heard by Commerce Committee
Chair Sam Solon are proposals to
expand the number of states for inter­
state banking and an omnibus insurance

measure encompassing numerous
provisions. Solon said that the major
thrust of insurance legislation would
involve making sure that insurance
companies in Minnesota remain
solvent.

Solon said that he also anticipates
hearing proposals to extend liquor on­
sale hours in the city of Minneapolis as
well as several other more noncon­
troversial bills concerning liquor sales
and licensing.

Another area of activity, said
Solon, will concern the licensure of
builders. Solon said that proposals to
license builders will be aimed at
preventing fly-by-night contractors
from bilking Minnesota consumers.

Solon also said that some refine­
ment of last session's Automatic Garage
Door Openers Safety Act will probably
be before the committee.

There is also going to be a
proposal to limit benefit plans for small
businesses so that more small businesses
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Sen. Gregory Dahl Sen. James Metzen

can offer insurance coverage to their
employees, Solon said.

Solon also said that the panel
must review any of the health care
access legislation that begins to work
through the legislative process. Finally,
the committee will consider other
proposals that arise out of the commit­
tee's departmental oversight role.

Economic Development
and Housing

Like many other policy commit­
tees, the Economic Development and
Housing Committee will be operating
under severe budget constraints, said
newly appointed Committee Chair
James Metzen. Therefore, he said, he
didn't expect major new program
initiatives to come before the panel this
session. Instead, Metzen said that the
committee will concentrate on fine
tuning current programs and, in the
area of housing, examine the ways any
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available federal funding might be best
used.

Metzen also pointed out that in
addition to having a new chair, the
committee also has many new members.
He said that the panel expects to have
numerous background hearings to bring
members up to speed on the various
issues involved in both economic
development and housing.

Metzen said that in the area of
economic development, the panel will
revisit the areas of tax increment
financing and fiscal disparities in order
to assess the effectiveness of past
legislation.

In the area of housing, Metzen
said that he expects some activity
around manufactured housing issues
such as the right of first refusal or the
establishment of "land trusts" that
would enable individual residents to get
together to buy a particular parle.

Metzen anticipates that the panel
will hear proposals that make numerous
changes in current landlord-tenant
laws.

Finally, the panel will be conduct­
ing confirmation hearings, like the
other policy committees, on the newly

appointed heads of the agencies over
which the panel has oversight responsi­
bility, Metzen said.

Education

The top issues before the Senate
Education Committee can be divided
into two categories: Funding and
innovation.

For some time, committee
members, chaired this session by Sen.
Gregory Dahl, have faced the issues of
equity funding and the school funding
formula. Both issues have been points
of contention, especially for tax base
poor districts.

The panel also confronts the con­
tinuing challenge of the upkeep and
maintenance of school facilities,
especially in Greater Minnesota. The
quality of some school structures in
Greater Minnesota is to the point that
some buildings are considered unsafe for
students. Some of last session's legisla­
tion promises to be a large part of
committee business this year. Proposals
providing for increased Fire Marshal
inspection and for facility sharing plans



Workers' compensation legisla­
tion will top the Employment Commit­
tee's agenda this session as committee
members consider reform in cost con­
tainment and medical care delivery.

The committee, chaired by Sen.
Florian Chmielewski, also plans to ex­
amine a bill that would mandate a
minimum wage hike by 1993. The bill,
which would raise the wage by yearly
increments, requires a pay hike to $5.25
in large companies and $4.75 in small
companies. Legislation would define
what constitutes a large or small
company.

The committee will also review
the status of Minnesota's Un­
employment Insurance Fund, which
could be affected by increased unem­
ployment rates resulting from a national
recession. The committee will assess
the possibility of permanent state fund­
ing of the Dislocated Worker Fund
which aids employees who are laid:off
or terminated because of plant or com­
pany closings. Presently, the fund is
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EmploymentPractices Board dealing with the issue of
campaign funds for candidates running
without opposition. Hughes character­
ized the issue as being two-fold: First,
what the intent of the current law is
and second, whether unopposed
candidates should receive public
funding.

Proposals limiting the number of
terms of office for elected public
officials will also probably come before
the committee, Hughes said.

In addition, Hughes indicated
that the panel will also discuss the
various proposals put forth in the
secretary of state's housekeeping bill
that makes technical changes to
provisions in Minnesota's elections
laws.

A proposal, suggested by the
secretary of state, to allow Minnesotans
to vote entirely by mail in the 1992
presidential primary, will also come
before the panel.

Finally, Hughes said that the
committee will probably examine the
relatively new issue of the distinction
between funds used for public informa­
tion and those used for active cam­
paigning for ballot questions on the part
of local units of government.

that some school districts hoped would
keep buildings operating were before
the committee last year and will again
be before the panel.

It is also expected that another
financing issue before the committee
will be the Maximum Effort Loan
Program. In years past, the loans have
been granted to every district upon
request. Now, in a time of fiscal
constraint, legislators are hoping to es­
tablish some criteria to determine
which districts should get such loans.

In the area of innovation, bills
dealing with implementing site-based
management, outcome-based learning
and charter schools are expected to
come before the committee. There is a
great deal of interest in reevaluating the
successes of the state's educational
system. Panel members indicate that
many are coming to believe that the
exceptional graduation rate is not
sufficient criteria for judgement of the
system, and that a letter grade given to
a pupil is a nebulous evaluation of that
student.

In the area of higher education,
the committee expects to hear from the
Higher Education Coordinating Board
on the results of the MSPAN I and
MSPAN II studies that looked at the
state's effectiveness in serving the
population through its systems of higher
education.

Given the current level of fiscal
constraints and the fact that education
has always been the largest portion of
the state budget, the matters before the
Senate Education Committee will prove
to be a great challenge for members.

Elections and Ethics

Sen. Jerome Hughes, chair of the
Elections and Ethics Committee, said
that the issue of placing a new candi­
date on the ballot upon the withdrawal
of a candidate for major statewide office
will be a top priority item for the
committee. Hughes indicated that
there are several different proposals to
resolve situations similar to the one that
occurred last fall.

Hughes also said that he expects
to see proposals suggested by the Ethical Sens. Laidig, Storm and D. E. Johnson confer at a committee hearing.
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Sen. Steven Novak Committees form the heart of the legislative process.
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temporarily funded by the federal
government. The committee will also
consider expanding a parental leave law
currently allowing employees to use
their sick time to care for sick children..
The expanded law would allow em­
;Jloyees to use their sick time to care for
sick parents or spouses.

Energy and Public
Utilities

According to Sen. Steven Novak,
chair of the Energy and Public Utilities
Committee a major priority this session
involves Minnesota's ability to deal
with an energy crisis. Novak is plan­
ning hearings to examine the state's re­
action to a crisis, perhaps as a result of
the war in the Middle East. He said that
he would invite experts from the region
to present information on energy
availability and cost, and to offer some

both businesses and
in dealing with the

Representatives from the Dept. of
Public Service (DPS) and the Public
Utilities Commission (PUC) are also
scheduled to present materials reflecting
their fin:dings on Minnesota's response
to an energy crisis.

In addition, the committee will be
reassessing the status and viability of
alternative energy options, including·
the use of compressed natural gas in lieu
of diesel.

Novak said that the committee
also plans to study constituents' utility
statements in order to evaluate their
clarity and substance. Finally, Novak
also said the committee will be looking
at the effects of deregulation on the
telecommunications industry.

Environment and
Natural Resources

Members of the Environment and
Resources Committee, chaired

by Sen. Bob Lessard, will have several
priority items before them. Wetlands
legislation that has been the focus of
the Senate Ad Hoc Waters Committee
will be examined this session by the
committee. It is anticipated that the
committee, in conjunction with the
Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee, will carefully consider the
ramifications of such a far reaching
proposal.

It is also expected that the Select
Committee on Packaging and the
Environment (SCORE) will propose
legislation designed to cut down on
packaging disposed in landfills. Pro­
posed legislation initially would allow
companies to cut production voluntarily
but may impose a tax on production if
set goals are not met by 1994.

The committee also plans to
examine amendments to the battery
recycling law. In addition, there will be
several amendments to the Waste Man­
agement Act, one of which may include
a proposal to ban all new incinerators.

In the area of fish and wildlife,
there is already a bill to mandate
barbless hook fishing. The measure,
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Sen. Charles Berg

sponsored by Lessard, is designed to
make it less harmful to fish caught
under the Catch and Release Program.

Finance

The Senate Finance Committee
has identified three factors that will
make committee business difficult early
this session. The first is the presence of
a new governor, and the second is the
presence of new department heads.
These two factors present new perspec­
tives, practices and relationships that
will have to be established. The third
major factor is the $197 million budget
shortfall for the current fiscal period,
and an estimated $1.2 billion shortfall
for the next biennium.

The first item of business for the
committee, chaired by Sen. Gene
Merriam, will be to oversee the process­
ing of a bill, developed in the governor's
office, intended to address shortfall for
the fiscal year ending in June.

The balance of the committee's
time over the course of the session is
expected to be spent dealing with the
shortfall for the 1993 biennium. Panel
meritbers face the prospect that, moreso
than in other years, tough choices will
have to be made about the allocation of
funds. Unlike other sessions, those
requesting monies for programs will
have their attention shifted away from
asking for more to maintaining current
levels of funding.

Traditionally, the work of the
Finance Committee is carried out in
divisions that encompass specific
funding areas. This session a new
division, the Finance Division on
Environment, will seek to pull together
all of the elements concerned with
funding environmental programs in the
state. Further, two of the other divi­
sions have new names that more
accurately reflect the divisions' areas of
responsibility. The Agriculture,
Transportation and Semi-states Divi­
sion has been renamed the Agriculture,
Transportation and Regulation Divi­

sion, and the State Departments

Division has been renamed the Eco­
nomic and State Affairs Division.

Gaming Regulation

Sen. Charles Berg, chair of the
newly configured Gaming Regulation
Committee, said that one priority for
the panel is to enact reforms that make
it easier for both gaming enforcement
officials and gaming organizations to
understand the process. Berg said that
changes in lawful gambling rules to ease
the burden of paperwork on the organi­
zations while at the same time allowing
the organizations to operate more
efficiently would come before the
committee.

In the area of parimutuel betting,
Berg said that he anticipated some
proposals to expand to satellite betting
operations; that is, free standing
facilities that would simulcast races
from Canterbury Downs. In addition,
Berg said a proposal for telephone
wagering would also probably be heard.
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Berg also anticipates that there
will be proposals to authorize video
lottery games and video pulltabs.
However, Berg added, "I would hope
there isn't any expansion of gambling
this session, but instead that we take a
closer look at such issues as compulsive
gambling."

Discussion about the advertising
program for the lottery will also be
heard by the panel, Berg said. He said
that the issue revolved around the
"subtle messages" contained in the
advertising and the percentage of funds
used. For example, Berg said he
anticipates that there will be a proposal
to prohibit any mention of Christmas in
lottery advertisements.

Finally, the committee will make
on-site visits to some of the gambling
institutions currently in operation, Berg
said.

Governmental
Operations

The Health and Human Services committee considers a wide range of
social issues vital to all Minnesotans.

At this point, the jurisdiction of
the Senate Governmental Operations
Committee is not certain, and it is still
not known which issues will come
before the committee. The separation
of the Local Government and Metro
Affairs C0111mittee into two separate
areas is expected to relieve the Govern­
mental Operations Committee of some
of its former jurisdiction over metro­
politan agencies such as the Metropoli­
tan Council.

Even so, it can be expected that
bills on behalf of the Department of
Employee Relations and "housekeeping"
bills for the Department of Adminis­
tration will be before committee
members.

Also, the matter of restructuring
in the governor's office and the possible
initiative on the part of the governor to
change high level department salaries
could be part of committee business.

It is also likely that several
professional groups will approach the
legislature requesting that their profes­
sion be regulated through licensure.

Finally, a traditional role of the
Governmental Operations Committee,
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chaired by Sen. Gene Waldorf, has
been in the oversight of the various
public pension plans. It is anticipated
that the panel will continue in this role.

Health and Human
Services

Chair Linda Berglin expects that
health care access will be a central
topic of discussion for committee
members this year. Several proposals
have already been submitted that
address the issue of individuals without
health insurance or with inadequate
health insurance. In order to deal more
efficiently with the various proposals, a
new Health Care Access Division has
been created and will conduct hearings
on the issue.

In addition, the panel will devote
a number of hearings to examining the
effects of budget reductions, cancella­
tions or delays on health and human
services programs for both this binen­
nium and the next biennium.

The "childrens agenda" will
continue to be examined, however,
budget priorities may limit any action.
One issue pertaining to children that
may come before the panel is the
establishment of procedures for the
placement and removal of foster
children.

It is also expected that the wage
fairness issue for employees of Intenne­
diate Care Facilities for Mentally
Retarded will come before the commit­
tee.

More than in previous sessions,
budget priorities will shape the agenda
of the committee. Although the panel
is always on the lookout for ways to
leverage other sources of funding
without burdening local governments,
the current budget situation will impact
committee activity greatly. One of the
fastest growing segments of spending
occurs in the health and human services
area, especially in expenditures associ­
ated with nursing homes and medical
assistance. Thus, the committee will
examine methods of cost containment
and the impact of those methods on
current programs.



Judiciary

Members of the Judiciary Com­
mittee will be evaluating and assessing
Minnesota's past legislation regarding
both criminal and civil law, and
carefully scrutinizing new proposals,
said Cotlllnittee Chair Allan Spear.

One major issue to be addressed is
the issue of discriminatory penalties be­
tween crack-cocaine and powder­
cocaine, said Spear. Spear said he is
opposed to decreasing the penalty for
crack-cocaine usage, but supports
equalizing the penalties.

He said that Judiciary Committee
members will also be hearing the Office
of Drug Policy director's final report.
According to Spear, the report recom­
mends increased drug education and so­
cial services rather than enacting new
laws relating to drug-related crimes.

A newly appointed Criminal
Justice Review Subcommittee will be
reviewing how the criminal justice
system is adjusting to the pressures
being placed upon it by recent legisla­
tion, and how this pressure can be
relieved so that the system can ade­
quately handle it, said Spear.

Committee members will also
consider legislation concerning domes­
tic abuse issues, said Spear. He added
that the legislature has passed con­
siderable legislation in that area in the
past few years, but that it is only
working sporadically. He stated that
there may be new legislation increasing
both criminal and civil penalties, due to
the horrendous cases seen in the past
few years.

In addition, Spear said that the
child protection system will need to be
examined since it is not as effective as it
should be.

Discussion concerning the issue of
the inability of poor people to afford
legal counsel will be considered espe­
cially in the areas of child custody
disputes and marriage dissolutions, said
Spear.

On the same line, Spear said he
will propose some type of legislation
that will allow individuals a fast-track
divorce without requiring an attorney in
those situations where there are no
children and the issue of property is so

Sen. Betty Adkins

insignificant it doesn't concern the
state.

Spear said committee members
will also examine the possible inclusion
of gay and lesbian rights in the state
human rights law.

One issue returning from last
session is in the area of joint and several
liability. Joint and several liability
deals with cases in which more than
one party is liable, and one has money
and the others do not, said Spear.
Spear said he does not see a compelling
need to change the formula, but is will­
ing to listen to alternatives.

Local Government

Sen. Betty Adkins, the new chair
of the Local Government Committee,
said that she anticipates committee
activities to revolve around concerns
raised by the budget shortfall this

Photos by David J. Oakes
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Sen. Douglas Johnson, chair of
the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee,
conceded that it is difficult to project
exactly which issues will be before the
panel this year because of the new
administration and the uncertainty of
the economy. Johnson did say, though,

Taxes and Tax Laws

The newest Senate committee,
the Redistricting Committee, was
created to develop the plan under
which new political boundaries will be
drawn in 1992. The committee,
chaired by Majority Leader Roger Moe,
will hold a series of hearings to obtain
public input on the standards and
procedures to be used in drawing new
district lines.

Much of the committee's work is
dictated by a time line that specifies the
availability of population data and
development of computer capabilities.
For instance, February, 1991, is the time
designated for public hearings on
standards to govern the redistricting
plans. January through March, 1991, is
the time frame for the geographical data
base to be made available from the

Redistricting

A new committee, chaired by Majority Leader Roger Moe, will undertake the
delicate task of redrawing legislative boundaries.

members may tackle this session is federal census bureau. In April, 1991,
proposing the institution of metro-wide the committee plans to have drafted a
recycling programs versus county-wide resolution on the standards to be
recycling programs. adopted. In May, the panel plans to

Frank said that while it's impor- begin testing the computer hardware
tant for the committee to be able to co- and software with complete census data.
ordinate all actions that influence the Finally, also in May, the panel will
seven-county Metro Area, they must begin to draw new district lines for
also focus on issues concerning Greater congressional, legislative and Metro-

Minnesota since the regions are politan Council districts.
interdependent. Many of the standards are court

imposed. For instance, the new district
lines must use natural boundaries such
as rivers, city lines, streets or county
lines. In addition, there are prohibi­
tions against discrimination against
racial or language minorities. The new
districts must also be equal in popula­
tion and be drawn in a contiguous
manner. However, there are numerous
issues that the committee must resolve
before the March 26, 1992, deadline by
which legislative and congressional
redistricting must be completed.

Major issues facing the Metropoli­
tan Council, Metropolitan Airport
Commission (MAC), Regional Transit
Board, Metropolitan Sport Facilities
and the Waste Management Board will
all come before the Metropolitan
Affairs Committee as the committee of
last review, said Committee Chair Don
Frank.

One of the issues facing commit­
tee members will be a request by MAC
to extend the current phase of the
planning process for the projected site
of the new airport, said Frank.

Committee members may also be
reexamining the Metropolitan Council's
mission statement, accomplishments
and future plans, he said. He also men­
tioned discussing the issue of changing
from an appointed Metro Council to
one of elected members.

Proposing a possible half cent
sales tax may be under consideration by
members to help fund the light rail
transit system, he said. However, he
added that budgetary restraints will
most likely postpone this issue.

A question that committee

Metropolitan Affairs

biennium. Early indications are that
local units of government will be
especially hard hit by the recommended
cuts. Adkins said that the various local
units will explain their budget process
and how they are affected by the
governor's recommendations in both
the short and long term.

In addition, the various organiza­
tions representing local units of govern­
ment, such as the League of Cities, the
Township Association, the League of
Small Cities and the Minnesota
Association of Counties will all develop
legislative packages that will be heard
by the papel, Adkins said.

Adkins also indicated that there
will be a number of bills that pertain to
a particular city, township or county
before the committee.

Finally, because there are so many
new members on the committee,
Adkins indicated that several hearings
will focus on background presentations
and overviews.
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Sen. Gary DeCramer

servicemen and women currently serving
in the Mideast. The extension would
provide that returns do not have to be
filed by the April 15 deadline and would
eliminate the usual penalties for late
filings.

In addition, the panel will also
meet jointly with their House counter­
parts to discuss the Silver Bay Veterans
Home. Finally, the panel will explore
the possibility of additional funding for
veterans homes, although the possibility
of such funding remains slight in the
current budget crunch.

Study Board Report, which was pre­
sented to the governor Jan. 15. The
study board, comprised of legislators and
citizens, was appointed by the 1988
Legislature to assess the state's surface
transportation needs for the next 20
years. The report details the board's
findings and outlines state policy
recommendations.

Committee Chair Gary DeCramer
and members also plan to hear legisla­
tive program proposals originating from
the Dept. of Transportation and the De­
pt. of Public Safety.

Veterans and General
Legislation

that the panel will be spending a great
deal of time grappling with the budget
shortfall situation.

The relationship between the
state and local units of government will
be closely examined by members of the
committee, Johnson said. In addition,
the panel will also examine property
taxes with an eye to reform if there can
be minimal revenue impact.

Johnson also said that fiscal
disparities will be examined as will the
1990 tax increment financing law. He
also said that the anticipated reductions
in state spending will be reviewed in
order to determine the impact on local
government aids and property taxes.

In addition, Johnson said that the
committee will deal with the depart­
mental technical bills in several areas of
taxation. Finally, Johnson said that the
panel will update state income and
corporate taxes to conform with the
federal government's elimination of the
tax "bubble" in order to conform with
federal law.

Transportation

Members of the Veterans and
General Legislation Committee,
chaired by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr., will
hold joint hearings with the House of
Representatives on the POW/MIA
issue. According to Bertram, the
hearings will kick off a national
program of similar hearings in other
state legislatures designed to focus
attention on the issue.

Much activity in the Transporta- The committee will also be the
tion Committee's agenda this session starting point for legislation granting an
will be driven by the Transportation extension on tax filing requirements for

Senate committees sometimes meet jointly with their House counterparts.
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•enate commltt

Pappas
Samuelson
Solon
Spear

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING (12)
CHAIR: Metzen VICE CHAIR: Johnson, J.B.
OFFICE: 303 TELEPHONE: 296-8864
MEETS: M, Th; Room 107; 12-2 p. m.
Beckman Johnson, J. B. Neuville
Bernhagen Kelly Sams
Davis Kroening Storm
Gustafson Metzen Traub

Reichgott
Storm
Waldorf

Pariseau
Price
Riveness
Stumpf

VICE CHAIR: Mondale
TELEPHONE: 296-8865

10-12 Noon
Kroening Solon
Mondale
Piper

EMPLOYMENT (10)
CHAIR: Chmielewski
OFFICE: 325
MEETS: M, W; Room 107;
Adkins Frank
Brataas Gustafson
Chmielewski Halberg

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES (19)
CHAIR: Lessard VICE CHAIR: Price
OFFICE: 111 TELEPHONE: 296-1113
MEETS: T, W, F; Room 107; 1-3 p. m.
Benson, J Frederickson, D. R. Merriam
Berg Johnson, J. B. Mondale
Bernhagen Laidig Morse
Dahl Lessard Novak
Finn Marty Olson

ENERGY AND PUBLIC UTILITIES (12)
CHAIR: Novak VICE CHAIR: Finn
OFFICE: 321 TELEPHONE: 296-1767
MEETS: T, Th; Room 107; 10-12 Noon
Benson, J. Gustafson Novak
Dicklich Johnson, D. J. Olson
Finn Marty Piper

(12)AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
CHAIR: Davis VICE CHAIR: Beckman
OFFICE: G-24 TELEPHONE: 296-7405
MEETS: T, Th; Room 112; 10-12 noon
Beckman Day Morse
Berg Frederickson, D. J. Renneke
Bertram Frederickson, D. R. Sams
Davis Larson Vickerman

COMMERCE (16)
CHAIR: Solon VICE CHAIR: Pappas
OFFICE: 303 TELEPHONE: 296-4158
MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 1-3 p. m.
Adkins Cohen Larson
Belanger Day Luther
Berglin Hottinger Mehrkens
Brataas Kroening Metzen

Pogemiller
Ranum
Reichgott
Stumpf
Traub

Solon
Spear
Storm
Stumpf
Vickerman
Waldorf

EDUCATION (23)
CHAIR: Dahl VICE CHAIR: Traub
OFFICE: .235 TELEPHONE: 296-4185
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 15; 8-10 a. m.
Beckman Hottinger Mehrkens
Benson, J. Hughes Mondale
Dahl Johnston Morse
DeCramer Knaak Neuville
Dicklich Langseth Olson
Frederickson, D. J. Larson Pappas

FINANCE (30)
CHAIR: Merriam VICE CHAIR: Vickerman
OFFICE: 122 TELEPHONE: 296-4157
MEETS: T, W, F; Room 123; 3-6 p. m.
Beckman Frederickson, D. R. McGowan
Berg Johnson, D. E. Mehrkens
Brataas Kroening Merriam
Cohen Laidig Metzen
Dahl Langseth Morse
Davis Larson Piper
DeCramer Lessard Renneke
Dicklich Luther Samuelson

GAMING REGULATION (10)
CHAIR: Berg VICE CHAIR: Bertram
OFFICE: 328 TELEPHONE: 296-5539
MEETS: M, W; Room 107; 8-10 a. m.
Berg Frederickson, D. R. Metzen Spear
Bertram Johnson, D. E. Price
Dicklich McGowan Samuelson

Reichgott
Stumpf

(14)

TELEPHONE: 296-8018
Room 107; 3-6 p. m.

Hughes Mehrkens
Knaak Olson
Langseth Pappas
Larson Pogemiller

EDUCATION FUNDING DIVISION
CHAIR: Dicklich
OFFICE: 235
MEETS: M, Th;
Dahl
DeCramer
Dicklich
Frederickson, D. J.

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS (13) .
CHAIR: Hughes VICE CHAIR: Luther
OFFICE: 328 TELEPHONE: 296-8866
MEETS: W; Room 107; 12 Noon. - 1 p. m.
Cohen Johnson, D. J. McGowan Samuelson
Halberg Laidig Moe
Hughes Luther Piper
Johnson, D. E. Marty Pogemiller

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (12)
CHAIR: Waldorf VICE CHAIR: Ranum
OFFICE: 317 TELEPHONE: 296-4175
MEETS: T, Th; Room 15; 8-10 a. m.

Belanger Frederickson, D. R. Pariseau Renneke
DeCramer Hughes Pogemiller Riveness
Frederickson, D. J. Morse Ranum Waldorf
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Spear
Stumpf

Pogemiller
Price
Reichgott
Riveness

•e assIgnments
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (17)
CHAIR: Berglin VICE CHAIR: Sams
OFFICE: G-9 TELEPHONE: 296-4151
MEETS: M, Th; Room 15; 3-6 p. m.
Adkins Finn Piper Vickerman
Benson, D Flynn Sams Waldorf
Berglin Halberg Solon
Brataas Hottinger Storm
Day Johnson, J. B.Traub

JUDICIARY (17)
CHAIR: Spear VICE CHAIR: Kelly
OFFICE: G-27 TELEPHONE: 296-4191
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 15; 10-12 Noon
Belanger Knaak Merriam
Berglin Laidig Neuville
Cohen Luther Pogemiller
Finn Marty Ranum
Kelly McGowan Reichgott

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (9)
CHAIR: Adkins VICE CHAIR: Hottinger
OFFICE: G-29 TELEPHONE: 296-4150
MEETS: T, Th; Room 107; 8-10 a. m.
Adkins Davis Lessard
Bernhagen Day Neuville
Chmielewski Hottinger Traub

METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS (13)
CHAIR: Frank VICE CHAIR: Flynn
OFFICE:.226 TELEPHONE: 297-8070
MEETS: T, Th; Room 15; 10-12 noon
Cohen Kelly Mondale Ranum
Flynn Knaak Pappas
Frank Laidig Pariseau
Johnston Langseth Price

TAXES AND TAX LAWS (22)
CHAIR: Johnson, D. J. VICE CHAIR: Frederickson, D. J.
OFFICE: 205 TELEPHONE: 296-4839
MEETS: T, W, F; Room 15; 3-6 p. m.
Belanger Flynn Johnson, D. J.
Benson, D. Frank Kelly
Berglin Frederickson, D. J. Marty
Bernhagen Gustafson Novak
Bertram Halberg Olson
Chmielewski Hughes Pariseau

TRANSPORTATION (14)
CHAIR: DeCramer VICE CHAIR: Riveness
OFFICE: 309 TELEPHONE: 296-4186
MEETS: M, Th; Room 112; 12-2 p. m.
Benson, J. Frank Mehrkens Riveness
Chmielewski Johnson, D. E. Novak Vickerman
DeCramer Johnston Olson
Flynn Langseth Pappas

VETERANS AND GENERAL LEGISLATION (11)
CHAIR: Bertram VICE CHAIR: Johnson,
J. B.
OFFICE: 323 TELEPHONE: 296-1771
MEETS: M, W; Room 112; 10-12 noon
Bertram Johnson, J. B. Pariseau Samuelson
Dahl Johnston Renneke Vicker-
man

VICE CHAIR: Luther
TELEPHONE: 296-4196

REDISTRICTING (10)
CHAIR: Moe
OFFICE: 208
MEETS: On Call
Benson, D. Johnson, D. J.
Cohen Knaak
DeCramer Luther

Moe
Pogemiller
Reichgott

Storm

Renneke
Solon
Spear
Storm
Waldorf

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION (29)
CHAIR: Moe VICE CHAIR: Luther
OFFICE: 208 TELEPHONE: 296-4196
MEETS: On Call
Adkins Chmielewski Knaak
Belanger Dahl Laidig
Benson, D. Davis Lessard
Berg DeCramer Luther
Berglin Frank Merriam
Bernhagen Hughes Metzen
Bertram Johnson, D. E. Moe
Brataas Johnson, D. J. Novak
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Senators take the oath of office Jan. 8, 1991.

Sen. Randy Kelly and son Ryan.

ew Senators face challenges

Each legislative ses ..
sion finds Senators with
new issues, challenges and
opportunities, and this year
is no different. For each of
the 16 newly elected Sena..
tors, one major challenge
seems to be the ucash
crunch" and how to deal
with the expected state
revenue shortfall. At the
same time, each brings with
them concerns for their own
districts.
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Joanne Benson· District 17

If someone wants to know how to
get involved in politics, Sen. Joanne
Benson (IR-St. Cloud) may be the
person to ask. "It is much easier than
people believe," she said.

The greater part of Benson's
vocational life has been in service in
areas of education. Education has
always been at the top of her list of
priorities, she said, and she plans to
continue that orientation as she works
in the legislative process. She said that
she hopes to be a presence representing
a perspective on education that is rare
in the Senate.

Benson also mentioned that she
wants to bring more recently gained
knowledge from experiences talking
with high school students in her district
and from the establishment of a core
group of Senate District 17 residents
interested in education.

Environment and natural re­
sources are other important areas of
concern, and she looks forward to
serving on that committee. Other mat­
ters she said she hopes to address and
influence in the Senate are those
dealing with nursing homes and with

i
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Photos by David J. Oakes

Sen. Linda Berglin and daughter Maria.

facilities for the mentally retarded. She
said that there has been a lot of displea­
sure with how the Legislature has
interacted with these facilities. "We
(the Legislature) demand a service,"
said Benson, "but then we don't provide
the expertise or guidance." For her, the
relationship between the legislature and
care-givers should be more than one
where the state tells facilities what they
need. She added, "We should be
working together."

Benson sees several challenges
for the Senate in this upcoming session.
Dealing with the budget shortfall for
the next biennium tops her list. She
said, "I can't see any other challenge
bigger than that." With that in mind,
she said that looking at priorities and
making government work better will be
key to the success of the Legislature.
"It is not just with money," Benson said,
"but through philosophy and through
the elimination of bureaucracy." It is
this management approach to govern­
ment and service that she said will be
the most comprehensive and effective

one for the Senate.Benson admits one
of her biggest personal challenges will
be "figuring out how everything works."
She said, though, that she is ready to
face this challenge. She wants to bring
her expertise in education and a "new
look" to the Senate in order to play the
most effective role for District 17 and
for Minnesota.

Dick Day ~ District 30

For Sen. Dick Day (IR­
Owatonna), a most pressing concern is
the possible closure of the University of
Minnesota-Waseca campus. According
to Day, the closure of the school would
be a tremendous blow to the Waseca,
student and agriculture community.
"Trying to keep the school open will
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not be an easy challenge, but if I can
muster up enough support, I hope that
the University will remain open for the
duration of this legislative session," said
Day.

He added, "It's a great school with
an excellent record of job placement,
more so than many other state universi­
ties." He hopes to make this a legisla­
tive issue, due to the large budget the
University of Minnesota receives from
the state, he said.

According to Day, one area of
contention among school administra­
tors, teachers and school board mem­
bers is the issue of tenure. "When you
see that the Teacher of the Year is laid­
off due to budget cuts, and other
teachers are kept on the payroll just be­
cause of tenure, it points out that
there's something wrong with the
system," Day explained.

Day expressed concern over
findings that students coming out of
high school have lower SAT scores
than in years past, and that college
students spend 20 to 25 percent of their
time in remedial training. Combine
this with the fact that the state is
spending more and more money on K­
12 education and it points to a need for
a reevaluation of the system, said Day.

Concerning a state sponsored
health insurance package, Day does
favor one. However, Day said that it
should definitely be administered
through private insurance companies
and include co-payments by individuals.

In viewing the budget crisis, Day
predicts there will be cuts across the
board, especially in the areas of funds to
local governments. According to Day,
"There are a number of unnecessary
social programs state-wide that need
cutting, and it's about time that
government gets involved to cut them."
He added that government is trying too
hard to take care of everyone's needs,
and that it's just not realistic.
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Harold "Skip" Finn· District 4

Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL­
Cass Lake) said that one of his biggest
challenges in his first legislative session
will be "learning how to shuffle all
those papers while still making the right
decisions." Finn, though, is no stranger
to the Legislature, having been a
lobbyist for American Indian affairs and
having followed the legislative process.
Finn's new perspective as a Senator is
not just an item of novelty for him, but
he is making history as the first Ameri­
can Indian member of the body.

Health care access and affordabil­
ity were major parts of Finn's campaign,
and he plans to keep those issues at the
top of his agenda, he said. "That's the
basic start," he continued. "We're
taking off from there-the idea of
adequate health care for all." Finn said
that the health care system is a starting
point for a lot of other issues, including
children's, education, economic and
environmental issues. While recog­
nizing the difficulties caused by the
current budget shortfall, and its effect
on our ability to provide those remedial
services, he asserts that the idea of a
healthy population is central to our
ability to provide a good living environ­
ment for Minnesotans.

Finn said that he looks forward to
working on issues that come before the
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
and their relationship with issues before
the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee. He states, "These are the
nuts and bolts of human destiny. How

we handle our energy issues and how we
handle our environment will determine
whether or not the human race is going
to survive."

Finn points out that he is not so
naive as to believe that we can solve
the nation's environmental problem
from Minnesota. Still, he stresses his
commitment to economic development
that is sensitive to the environment.
"Hopefully we will not go too hastily
forward in encouraging economic
development and industry to the detri- .
ment of future generations," said Finn.
He continued by saying that we have
put too much emphasis on economic
development without noting the
implications to the thing that is the
fundamental basis for our prosperity,
development and basic existence, our
environment.

Finn identifies several sources that
moved him to be involved in the public
arena. He points to being influenced as
a youth by the Kennedy philosophy and
idea of hope.

The most significant influence,
Finn said, came from the cultural
philosophy he gained from his mother.
It was one that emphasized sharing
within the community. "Many times
we didn't have much on our table at all;
things were extremely hard... (Mom)
always found room at the table for one
more." It was this idea of sharing and
cooperation that Finn has carried
through his community involvement,
he said.

Finn said he wants to be a conduit
for the concerns of various elements in
District 4, and for some ideas that have
not been heard a lot in the legislative
system.

"I don't have any burning desires
to change the world," said Finn. "I'm
not that kind of a personality." At the
same time, he sees that Minnesota has
been a great social state and has a great
social conscience. "By and large
(Minnesota) has treated the powerless
in our society pretty well, and I want to

continue that tradition."
"I hope to build on that history of

the State of Minnesota," he adds, "and
maybe bring a slightly different perspec­
tive."



Chuck Halberg. District 38

After serving four terms in the
House of Representatives and retiring in
1986, Sen. Chuck Halberg (IR­
Burnsville) is back in public office,
serving his constituents from a seat in
the Senate. "Though the Senate is new,
I still feel like a veteran," Halberg said.
He added that he feels he has more
time to devote to public office now that
his kids are in college.

Halberg said that his priority this
session would be the budget shortfall,
which he thinks will also dominate the
Senate's agenda. Halberg said that he
feels there are two parts to the budget
shortfall; namely, what to do about the
1991 shortfall, and how to prepare for
the next biennium's shortfalL He said
it may be too late to use spending cuts
as a remedy to this year's shortfall and
that the legislature should consider
turning to the budget reserve for this
purpose. He added, "The reserve is
there for situations like this."

In addition to budget balancing,
Halberg will be putting effort into
introducing a state-wide flat tax
property tax bilL He said that he feels
that the bill would win approval from
constituents in most suburban areas, but
that the challenge would lie in gar­
nering support from those in Greater
Minnesota because property values are
generally lower in those areas.

As a member of the Taxes and
Tax Laws Committee, Halberg said that
he will be utilizing both his background
as a tax attorney and his experience in

workers' compensation legislation. He
also looks forward to serving on the
Health and Human Services Commit­
tee, "attempting to find a formula for
correcting the inequities associated with
nursing homes and retirement homes"
he said. '

John Hottinger. District 24

"Frankly, when I went to Wash­
ington, I was apolitical," Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) admited,
referring to his departure from Minne­
sota to attend Georgetown University
Law Center and later to work as a
staffer in the U.S. Congress. Politics
and the Vietnam War are two things to
which Hottinger points in charac­
terizing the factors that motivated him
to become socially involved.

Hottinger said that working for
then-Congressman Don Fraser showed
him that a life of public service is an
honorable one, and that honorable men
and women entered careers in public
service. He said that he recognizes a
trend where much of the public policy
action is at the state leveL "This is
where the innovations are, where the
tough decisions are being made," he

said, "the future is being plotted here."
"I campaigned on the principle

that ultimately, when you elect an
official, you elect the principles they
support," said Hottinger. Hottinger said
that he will take the approach to
policy-making that it is not so impor­
tant to have his name on a lot of bills.
There are other ways in which to have
influence, especially in this first session,
he said.

Hottinger said that he wants to
bring his new perspective and apply it
to policy issues, especially in areas of
education and health care. Specifically,
with education, he said he wants to
familiarize the public with the concept
of outcome-based education in K-12. In
higher education, he said that he hopes
that the Legislature can do a better job
for students by helping them know
which programs are available to them
and, then, help them make a good
decision about which programs are best
for them. In the area of health care,
Hottinger echoed the common theme
of access. He said that the words have
come to be cliche but, expanding the
health care system "fundamentally
states what the problem is and what the
needs are."

Hottinger said that he is antici­
pating two main challenges, one
personal and one for the entire Legisla­
ture. For the Legislature, he said that it
is imperative that efforts be focused on
restructuring for the purpose of making
government more effective in all areas.
For himself, he said that he looks
forward to chairing the Higher Educa­
tion Division of the Education Commit­
tee.
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Janet Johnson. District 19

For Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL­
North Branch), one of 14 women
Senators, being the first woman ever
elected in her district will be a new, but
not unfamiliar role. "I've been active in
my community for many years and have
held numerous leadership positions,"
she said.

She predicts that there will be
more and more women in leadership
roles and a lessening of discrimination
toward women in these positions. She
also said that women will be evaluated
on their credentials, and not because of
affirmative jl.Ction.

Johnson said she will concentrate
on two major priorities for her district:
to improve economic development op­
portunities for businesses, and to
increase property values.

"I ran for office because of my in­
sight into the needs of my district, and
in order to be a part of the decision­
making process that positively impacts
my district and Minnesota," she
explained.

She pointed out that just being
concerned for one's own district isn't
enough. "A good Senator needs to
support his or her specific district, but
also needs to go in the direction that
will benefit the state as a whole," she
said.

Looming on the horizon is the
much-talked about budget shortfall.
Johnson said, "We cannot get into a
deficit mode. We need to find ways to
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decrease spending." She anticipates
that this could result in program cuts
and using some of the budget reserve.

Terry Johnston. District 36

Sen. Terry Johnston (IR-Prior
Lake)a.grees with Day, "The State
cannot be all things to all people, all
the time." For instance, Johnston said
she is cautious about instituting a state­
sponsored health insurance program be­
cause she feels that the nation as a
whole cannot afford this type of pro­
gram. Not only that, government
doesn't do as well as private industries
in providing certain types of programs,
she said.

She agrees with Day that co­
payments are reasonable and crucial.
She explained, "Medical care doesn't
come without a price, and by including
co-payments people will take more
personal responsibility and not be so
quick to rush to the doctor for a
headache."

Johnston considers transportation,
property tax and education vital issues
for her district. Her district has been
awarded $10 million from the federal
government for the building of the

Bloomington Ferry Bridge, but Johnston
is worried that this could be given the
hatchet due to the budget crunch. She
added that the bridge isn't only ben­
eficial for residents, but also for people
visiting Valley Fair and Canterbury
Downs. Above all, it would ease traffic
congestion on Interstate 35W, she said.

Citing a pending lawsuit against
the state from various school districts,
Johnston said, "I believe the State
Constitution provides equal access for
equitable education for all students.
However, in some districts the property
tax base is not as broad, so they're
taking more of the burden. This results
in the inability to keep quality teachers
on staff."

She recommends that state
funding be tied closely with the number
of pupils, and that funding should not
necessarily include extra funds for
AFDC recipient students.

Furthermore, Johnston stated that
there needs to be property tax reform to
make it more equitable for the entire
state.

Johnston views the budget crisis as
an opportunity for the state to restruc­
ture many of the programs that are
currently being funded. "For instance,
there are so many different programs
that deal with children. If there is some
way that we can consolidate these
programs so that one agency is in
charge, I feel that we would be able to
ensure that people are not falling be­
tween the cracks," she explained.

One area that is sure to be part of
the budget cut is aid to local govern­
ments, said Johnston. "When we cut
aid to local governments they are either
forced to raise revenue, or cut pro­
grams," she said. "If we're going to cut
aid to these local governments then we
need to cut the mandates, because these
cities still have an obligation to provide
certain programs." She added, "Ulti­
mately the taxpayer must pay for it with
higher property taxes. They then
criticize their local officials, when they
should be criticizing the state and legis­
lators."

Johnston believes that to be an
effective public servant, "You can't
want it for yourself, but that you're here
for the people - casting their vote
not yours. I consider this to be a real



honor, and I'm very committed to learn,
and be effective for the people in my
district. If not, then I've been a real
disservice to them," she concluded.

Randy Kelly .~ DiStfict67

After eight terllisWitlLthe House,
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.gaul) was
presented with an opportunity to run for
a vacant Senate seat. Thinking it
would be a good opportunity to expand
the base of St. Paul people he previously
represented, Kelly ran. "1 grew up in a
time where people like Robert and John
Kennedy and Martin Luther King in­
stilled the idea that government was a
place where you could change and
improve the lives of people," he said.

Kelly said one of his priorities this
session is to consider a housing bill that
allocates resources'to meet deteriorating
housing, not only in St. Paul, but
throughout Greater Minnesota. In that
vein, he said that he looks forward to
serving on the Economic Development
and Housing Committee.

Another priority Kelly has is to
propose youth initiatives that he said
would involve youth in a more mean­
ingful way, as in public service.

Kelly said he would also like to

support legislation designed to raise the
minimum wage, a topic he said that
may not be very popular to some
people. Kelly said the challenge in
achieving these objectives lies in
acquiring resources for them, especially
in light of this year's shortfall. He said
another challenge would be working on
the St. Paul and Ramsey County delega­
tions and the Criminal Justice System
Review Subcommittee, all of which he
said would take a decent chunk of time
this session.

Kelly said he looks forward t9
serving on the Judiciary, Taxes and
Metropolitan Affairs Committees be­
cause, he said, "They reflect my interest
and are congruent with what I'd like to
do." In addition, he said he anticipates
having an opportunity to "make a dif­
ference and be a player, for both my
district and the state."

Ted Mondale ~ District 44

Coming off a campaign where he
knocked on 18,000 doors, Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park) finds
that education, child and health care
and the environment are the issues that
he finds are foremost in the minds of his

constituents. He hopes to address these
issues as a freshman Senator.

Mondale said that many of his
constituents and local government
interests have voiced concerns about
cuts to local units of government, the
fiscal disparities formula for the Metro­
politan Area and the implications of
the governor's policy on a tax-sensitive
area. Other immediate local concerns
that Mondale said he hopes to address
include connecting a bike trail in St.
Louis Park with the rest of Minneapolis'
trail system and a landfill which is
leaking methane near a St. Louis Park
condominium.

As for his role in the Legislature,
Mondale plans to immerse himself in
the work of the committees on which
he will serve. "I hope to be known as a
hard working and knowledgeable
member of those committees," he said,
"and I hope to be looked to as an expert
in some of these areas, in time."

Mondale said that he will bring a
fresh face to the Senate, someone who
will provide a different approach to the
problems of the State. He stated that
he has no false expectations. "I've been
around (the process), and I know you
don't just stand up, give a speech and
all of our problems are solved. I under­
stand that it's going to take some rolled­
up sleeves and working hard," but he
said he is ready to work for those
needed changes.

A more serious challenge, he said,
will be to show himself as a good
representative of his area, someone who
is bright, hard working, and knowledge­
able about the issues. A lot of the task,
he said, will be to take away some of the
expectations, good and bad.

Mondale said he is happy with
committee assignments. "I am pleased
that all the committees are substantive
ones from which much of the important
legislation will be coming."
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Thomas Neuville ~ District 25

Sen. Thomas Neuville's (IR­
Northfield) work with local mentors'
campaigns in the early seventies
sparked what he calls "a love and
interest in politics." This interest led to
his successful bid for an open Senate
seat in the 25th District.

As a freshman Senator in the
minority, Neuville said he doesn't
expect, at this time, to introduce any
bills this session, but he said he does
plan on putting time and energy into
legislation that concerns his district.
These areas involve wetlands, landfills,
hazardous waste dumping and the kind
of recycling programs that he says Rice
County has been aggressive in insti­
tuting.

Neuville said he will also be
looking at bills concerning criminal and
family law because, he said, I believe
these areas need some reform. Though
he said the public's perception of
lawyers isn't always positive, he believes
it's an advantage to have lawyers on
committees. In addition, he said that
his experience in criminal defense law
will aid him in evaluating legislation af­
fecting these issues.

Neuville said he is looking
forward to being a member of the
Education Committee, particularly be­
cause of the private colleges located in
his district. "My role concerning
education affects more than District 25,
it affects Minnesota as a whole ....private
colleges are the main feeder of the
state's graduate school programs," he
said.

20

Neuville said his number one goal
this session is to "fully and completely
learn the process and acquaint myself
with other members." In addition, he
said he will work toward establishing
personal credibility and toward being as
fair and articulate as possible.

Sandy Pappas ~ District 65

"I'm not interested in an individ­
ual agenda," said Sen. Sandy Pappas
(DFL-St. Paul) of her priorities this
legislative session. "I try to work in,coa­
litions as much as possible," she added.
On behalf of the 67th District, Pappas
said that much of her time and energy
will be devoted to issues such as neigh­
borhood revitalization and the devel­
opment of commercial strips.

Pappas said she would like to see
continued funding for the St. Paul,
Minneapolis and Duluth revitalization
program, and to see the funding ex­
panded to a state-wide level. She
acknowledged the possibility of an
uphill battle in achieving funding but
said, "It's our challenge to make the
case for it,"

Pappas said she will enjoy being
vice-chair of the Commerce Com­
mittee, especially, she said, since it will
be looking at health care access legis­
lation. She also said she anticipates

serving on the Education Funding Com­
mittee, noting that she feels she repre­
sents the St. Paul School District's in­
terest in education.

Pappas said that she feels the
challenge for her as a Senator lies in
joining forces with other legislators to
support legislation on health care,
health care access and inner city
education. She calls these serious
problems that must be dealt with not
only in her district, but in most of the
other Senators' districts, too. Pappas
said that since almost one fourth of this
session's Senate is comprised of new
Senators, it may be more receptive to a
new agenda tackling the inner city
problems of education, housing and
welfare.

Len Price ~ District 56

Sen. Len Price (DFL-Woodbury),
said he is concerned about property
taxes in Minnesota, especially in
suburban areas. Price claims his district
is property poor and, consequently, he
said he is concerned about the amount
of state aid his district receives.

Price also said he is worried about
the environment, specifically in the
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areas of available public groundwater for
small communities within his district,
wetlands preservation, recycling and
packaging.

Taking into account the budget
deficit, Price said that he believes that
many projects will either be scrapped or
postponed. He stated, "We need to look
carefully at increasing levels for those
areas we've traditionally funded, such as
property tax relief." He added that we
need to reconsider the amount we spend
for all existing programs, and then
evaluate whether or not we can afford
any new programs.

Price said, "I hope to be remem­
bered by the people of Minnesota as
someone who listens and acts pragmati­
cally, and as someone who is concerned
about education and the environment."

Jane Ranum ~ District 62

Sen. Jane Ranum's (DFL-Mpls.)
background as a prosecutor with the
Hennepin County Attorney's Office
and as an elementary school teacher
provide her with a perspective unique in

the Senate. She said that it is this
experience that is the basis for her
commitment to thoroughly addressing
policy issues.

Ranum stressed the need to
address the issue of education in its
broadest sense. "We can no longer
afford to look at education as simply
funding programs for K-12," said
Ranum. She pointed to her experience
with Head Start, child development
centers and other preschool programs
that not only reach at-risk children, but
children in general at a critical stage in
life. "Much of what a person is going to

be is determined by the age of five," she
said. She noted that it is crucial to

reach children before they pass this age.
Other ways in which Ranum

would like to see education develop
deal with parent involvement and site­
based management. She said that too
much of what is done in the classroom
is dictated from above and that she
would like to see a model that empow­
ers the teachers. Recalling her experi­
ence she said, "The Head Start model
works, let's replicate it." Ranum said
that several things like lowering student
teacher ratios, need to be done, but the
basis of policy needs to be built around
allowing good contact between students
and teachers, Making more efforts to
involve parents, especially with at-risk
students, is also vital, she said.

"From my experience as a prose­
cutor," Ranum said, "I am a strong
believer that we need to hold peop~e

accountable for their actions, especially
in the area of crime." Ranum has also
become a victim's advocate. She
pointed out that, especially in areas of
domestic abuse, it is important to have
effective means to protect actual and
potential victims.

Ranum said her role in the Senate
will be to listen, then initiate legisla­
tion. "I want to go out into the com­
munity and listen to what the folks say
before we develop public policy," she
said. "I think that's how you learn best;
just listening. If you just listen, the
common themes will come out, and it
will become much more clear what the
community wants; what the community
sees as its top problems or challenges.
Then, after the problem has been
identified, those folks can give you

ideas that will work best in their com­
munity," Ranum said.

Ranum said that she has learned
that people generally want to invest in
children because it will payoff, that the
citizens of the state are fair and that
health care is something that should not
be merely for those who can afford it.
She said that the challenge is that
people are often afraid that if more
money is given to these areas, it will not
be well spent. She said the key is to tell
people specifically what the money will
be used for.

Phil Riveness ~ District 40

Sen. Phil Riveness, Jr. (DFL­
Richfield) echoed others' concern over
the budget shortfall. "It's time for the
reevaluation of our state government
funds; actually, the reevaluation of
everything," he said.

What propelled Riveness to run
for public office was the opportunity to
influence public policy critical in his
district. And, with his recent appoint­
ment as Majority Whip by Majority
Leader Roger D. Moe, he said he now
has that opportunity.
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According to Riveness, there are
two major transportation issues facing
Richfield and Bloomington: airport
noise and possible light rail transit lines.
He said that he's very pleased to be
serving on the Transportation Commit­
tee.

N ext on his agenda is concern for
the environment-locally and na­
tionally. He said, "We've not been
particularly good at enforcing environ­
mental laws, and it is important to me
that we do." The issue of maximum
recycling is also important, Riveness
said.

He indicated a fourth critical issue
facing Minnesota: the training and
retraining of our work force. He stated,
"To keep Minnesota in the forefront
and be competitive in the 1990's, we
must institute training now, regardless
of the temporary recession."

Finally, Riveness said that another
of his primary concerns is access to
health insurance for all Minnesotans.

Dallas Sams . District 12

Like many of his colleagues, Sen.
Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) first became
involved in politics by working on other
legislators' campaigns. His interest and
familiarity with politics prompted him
to run for a Senate seat when he
became aware of his district's need for
representation in the Legislature.
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Because the 12th District is a
rural district, Sams' main concern this
session is the health care access legisla­
tion, a version of which he is co­
sponsoring. Though he said that the
challenge will be to get the bill passed
as written, he also said he does see the
possibility of compromise. As vice­
chair of the Health & Human Services
Committee, Sams said he will be
working hard to achieve success on
legislation that would affect what he
calls a crisis in his area.

Sams said he is also concerned
about wetlands legislation and that he is
serving on an ad hoc committee dealing
with that issue. In addition, because his
constituents are located in a tax base
poor district, Sams said he will be
paying particular attention to legisla­
tion affecting his district's economic de­
velopment.

Sams said he believes his back­
ground as a farmer and as an adult farm
management instructor will be benefi­
cial in working on the Agriculture and
Rural Development Committee.

Sams said he anticipates learning
more about the legislative process
through working with other Senate
members. He also said that he is
looking forward to serving his district
"in the best capacity I'm capable of."

Judy Traub· District 45

For Sen. Judy Traub (DFL­
Minnetonka), running for public office

resulted from having only one candidate
on the ballot and the feeling that she
wanted the people of her district to
have the opportunity to choose between
candidates. What's more, she said she
has strong beliefs on certain social issues
and strongly opposed the IR candidate.

She agrees with Johnson that
more and more women will be holding
public office, but she said the salary and
part-time job issue of being a legislator
will negatively impact women. The re­
sult according to Traub, is that women
won't be able to take the pay cut.

Traub remarked, "It's been said
that when a woman gets a job, it means
a man doesn't want it anymore." To
ensure that this doesn't occur, Traub
believes that we need to allow people
the opportunity to take the time,
without penalizing them for their other
career. "This is the only way we'll
attract good candidates," she said.

In reference to the budget crisis,
Traub stated, "It's hard to balance the
budget at the expense of the poor,
children and the blind." She pointed
out, "We must examine the programs
that are currently working and make
them better, and those that aren't
working well, we need to improve."

She said, "We need to make the
system meet the needs of the people,
not make the people meet the system."
At this time, we're providing services to
an overlapping community; the result is
that people are getting different answers
from different agencies, said Traub. "I
hope to help integrate some programs to
prevent this from happening," she said.

"Next, we need to straighten out
our tax system," said Traub. It's a
complicated formula, and we need to
make it easier for people to under­
stand," she said.

Lastly, Traub's priorities are
decreasing property taxes, increasing
the quality of education and concen­
trating on saving wetlands.






