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Welcome to Session Weekly

Welcome to the 2010 legislative
session.

Each week, Session Weekly staff will
bring to you a nonpartisan look at the is-
sues before the House and the people who
shape the legislation. This week’s Session
Weekly magazine provides looks at the
different opinions regarding the capital
investment bill, along with several pages of
bill introductions, many of them related to
projects the sponsor hopes will be funded
in the bill. Since any bill hoping to make
it to the House floor has to be first heard
in committee, we have provided House
committee information along with all
member contact information.

If you prefer to receive your legislative
news electronically, you can subscribe
to the online version of Session Weekly,
receive daily news through Session Daily

and/or follow us on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/MNHouselnfo. To subscribe
to any of our listservs, call 651-296-2146,
800-657-3550 or go to www.house.mn/
hinfo/subscribesw.asp.

Other services provided to help you stay

informed during session include unedited
gavel-to-gavel television coverage or
Web streaming of House floor and select
committee hearings, and downloadable
podcasts of committee meetings.
All of us at House Public Information
Services are proud to continue the 27-year
tradition of providing nonpartisan news
from the House.

If you have comments or story ideas
please call House Public Information
Services at 651- 296-2146 or 800-657-3550
or 711 or 800-627-3529 (TTY).

— Session Weekly staff

On the cover: House Speaker Margaret Anderson Kelliher helps 5-year-old Reagan Zellers take aim to
gavelinthe 2010 legislative session while her 3-year-old brother, Will, looks on. Reagan and Will, children
of House Minority Leader Kurt Zellers, both participated in convening the day’s proceedings.
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___FIRSTIREADING

Bonding bill on track for early action

Differences abound on a capital investment amount, projects to be funded

By Mike Cook

ne of the Legislature’s most important jobs this

session could be done quickly — with thousands of
Minnesotans benefiting from the rapidity.

Asecond year of a biennium traditionally focuses on a capital

investment, or bonding, law. DFL leaders expect their bill to

be on Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s desk before the calendar turns to

March. Such bills traditionally do not pass until April or May.

“There is no secret we want to do this early,”
said Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul),
chairwoman of the House Capital Investment
Finance Division. “If the money is out the
door early we can take advantage of the entire
construction season.”

House finance division chairs provided

their division bonding recommendations to
Hausman by Jan. 29, and the bonding bill
(HF2700) was introduced Feb. 4, the first day of
session. The schedule calls for division approval
Feb. 9. After stops in the House Finance and
Ways and Means committees, the bill should
be ready for floor action Feb. 15.

Hausman has been working with Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), chairman of the
Senate Capital Investment Committee, to have
most of the bill agreed to by floor passage.
She is optimistic that an expected conference
committee to work out final details between
the House and Senate bills would take less
than a week.

Then Pawlenty would get his say.

Governors have traditionally line-item
vetoed projects they deem unworthy of
funding at the time; former Gov. Jesse
Ventura even used a pig stamp to highlight
vetoed projects he considered pork. However,
Pawlenty has threatened to veto the entire
bill should it not be at a funding level he
supports.

Ninety House votes are needed for a
veto override. The DFL holds an 87-47 seat
advantage.

First Reading continued on page 4

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Rep. Alice Hausman, right, releases the $999.8 million House bonding proposal to media members during a Feb. 4 news conference in the House Gallery.
Hausman, chairwoman of the House Capital Investment Finance Division, said the bonding bill should be ready for a floor vote Feb. 15.

February 5, 2010
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First Reading continued from page 3

Rep. Larry Howes (R-Walker), the lead
Republican on the House Capital Investment
Finance Division, would recommend againsta
full gubernatorial veto. “You're just creatinga
scenario where three Republicans, if they have
something that is seriously needed in their
district that is in that bill, youre just pushing
their temptation.”

A jobs program

Hausman hopes Pawlenty will hear what she
has heard from Minnesotans: infrastructure
is too important this year. “Why does
government invest in infrastructure? It is
always with an understanding we’re building
a healthy economy.”

For example, she said Winona officials
told her that when the size of the city’s port is
increased, they can double its tonnage, which
trickles down and helps many other area
businesses flourish.

Jonathan Zierdt, president and CEO of
Greater Mankato Growth Inc., told the House
Capital Investment Finance Division Jan. 21
thata $13.9 million request for arena and civic
center improvements or expansion in Mankato
would immediately create 450 construction
and support industry jobs. “It translates into
an $84 million economic impact from the
project alone. The expansion of the arena
will generate about $28 million in new direct
expenditures into the marketplace.”

The House bill comes in at $999.8
million in general obligation bonding; the
Senate $999.96 million, both far more than
the $684.6 million proffered Jan. 15 by
Pawlenty

“This proposal is affordable and
appropriate,” Pawlenty said.

When factoring in trunk-highway bonds,

Item
Higher education asset preservation

Phase Il of Moose Lake sex offender
facility

Local bridges

Physics and nanotechnology building at
University of Minnesota

Flood hazard mitigation
Minnesota Zoo
Local road improvement fund grants

Security upgrades at Oak Park Heights
prison

Transit Capital Improvement Program
State trail acquisition and development

Greater Minnesota Business
Development Infrastructure Grant
Program

Selected capital investment proposals
(all dollars in millions)

Governor House Senate
$90 $100 $115
$89.07 $0 $0
$75 $67 $67
$53.33 $0 $5
$50 $50 $70
$21 $21 $21
$20 $0 $0
$10.03 $3.53 $3.53
$10 $50 $30
$0 $21 $20.94
$0 $7.26 $20

the one-third match required for higher
education projects and other user financing,
the governor’s total is $815 million, the
House $1.13 billion

obligation bonding. “That is the number that
we currently have baked into the (November)
forecast for debt service purposes,” said Tom

Hanson, commissioner

and the Senate just
under $1.1 billion.

How much to spend?

State-issued bonds
are repaid over the
next 20 years. Bond
principal and interest
costs are included in

“If the money is out the door early
we can take advantage of the entire
construction season.”
— Rep. Alice Hausman

House Capital Investment
Finance Division chairwoman

of Minnesota
Management and
Budget. “The $685
million bill saves
$392,000 of debt service
in 2011 and $4.7 million
in 2012 and 13.”

The 2008 bonding
law totaled $717 million

the state’s general fund
operating budget.

The 10-year average of large capital
investment laws is $725 million in general

in general obligation
bonding; the 2006 law, $948.64 million.
DFLers counter that now is the time to have
a larger number.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

The House bonding bill contains $6.5 million for Minnesota Valley Regional Rail Authority track rehabilitation, $3 million for a rail service improvement
program and $2.5 million to replace aging at grade crossing safety warning devices.

4 Session Weekly
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PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Gov. Tim Pawlenty requested nearly $9.86 million in bond proceeds to renovate the Oliver H. Kelley Farm Historic Site in Elk River. The House matched
the governor’s request, and the Senate bill calls for $500,000 less. Site visitors experience demonstrations of daily farm life in mid-19th-century

Minnesota.

With most projects shovel-ready, they say
it would put thousands of Minnesotans to
work, especially in the construction industry.
Moreover, with low interest rates the state
could receive more bang for its buck than if the
economy rebounds, and, perhaps, inflation
returns. Hausman and Howes have been told

It depends upon the timing of the bonding
bill, and it depends upon the starting points
of the projects that are in it,” he said at the
Dec. 2 release of the November forecast.
“If you pass a bonding bill at the end of the
legislative session, and it’s planning money for
projects that are going to start in 2013, that’s
going to provide

a lot less stimulus
to the economy
than if you pass
a bonding bill at
the start of the
legislative session
andalargeamount
of it is for repair

by contractors that

project bids have " . . ,

been coming in up I see it as something you don’t

to one-third lower want to do all the time, but on

than anticipated or occasion it is necessary.”

more. o — Rep. Larry Howes
House Majority House Capital Investment

Leader Tony Finance Division Republican Lead

Sertich (DFL-

Chisholm)

added that the bill would leave long-term
infrastructure in place to help grow the
economy down the road.

However, State Economist Tom Stinson
warned that a large bonding bill does not
automatically help the economy in the near
future.

“It depends on the structure of the projects.

February 5, 2010

and renovation,
asset preservation that could start in March.”
He indicated that a rough formula is every
$100,000 equals a one-year job.
Not all Republicans agree with Pawlenty’s
vision of fiscal restraint.
“T’ll bet there are things that have to be
manufactured for all those construction
projects and that’ll help fill in the private

sectors manufacturing lines,” Howes said. “I
see it as something you don’t want to do all
the time, but on occasion it is necessary.”

More than $4 billion was requested in bond
money this year, including $1.76 billion from
state agencies.

Hausman and members of her division
traveled across the state in recent months
viewing many of the requests. She admits
it is hard to say no, but she must. “It has to
be fair to the state. We have to be somewhat
balanced and reflect the work and priority of
what our divisions have recommended, or, for
example, what higher education institutions
rank as their priorities.”

Hanson can empathize with Hausman.
“These are worthwhile projects, but there is
only so much money to go around. We had to
prioritize and make selections.” e

To find out who represents you at the Capitol . ...
Call House Public Information Services
at 651-296-2146 or 800-657-3550

Session Weekly 5
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PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

House Minority Leader Kurt Zellers holds up a backpack saying, “I'm ready to get to work,” after being congratulated by House Majority Leader Tony
Sertich on being elected minority leader. Rep. Marty Seifert resigned as minority leader following the 2009 legislative session to concentrate on his

run for governor.

86'" Legislative Session

House reconvenes and hits the ground running

By Sue HEGARTY
or many House members, opening day of the 2010
Legislative session wasn’t a matter of picking up where
they left off last May, since many never really stopped
working during the interim.

“There’s been a ton of work done ahead of this legislative
session starting,” said House Speaker Margaret Anderson
Kelliher (DFL-Mpls). “There’s often a very fast pace to this
sessionsoalotof ... the work, that’s pre-work to make sure
these bills get passed, gets done ahead of time,” Kelliher
said.

6 Session Weekly

She wasted no time getting the session
under way just after noon Feb. 4 by lifting
3-year-old Will Zellers and 5-year-old Reagan
Zellers into the air so they could pound the
gavel on the rostrum. They are the children
of new House Minority Leader Kurt Zellers
(R-Maple Grove) and his wife, Kim.

Busy Interim

Between May and February, many
lawmakers attended roundtable discussions
with business owners throughout the state and
heard ways to reduce the state’s anticipated
$1.2 billion biennial budget deficit.

Kelliher said members also spent hours on
the capital investment proposals, meetings of
the Jobs Task Force, and other issues including
the Gang Strike Force.

Members pre-filed 213 bills with the chief
clerk’s office on Jan. 7. They include funding
requests for an array of projects, including
schools, transportation, flood control and
local and regional infrastructure. These
bills were given their first reading Feb. 4, the
same day another 117 bills were also formally

February 5, 2010



introduced. Besides these new bills, those that
failed to become law last year are still in play
and can be considered for approval.

Opening Day

The first year of a two-year biennial
session is considered the “budget year,” when
legislators work on crafting a two-year state
budget. The second year of a biennium, such
as 2010, is known as “the bonding year.” House
finance division bonding recommendations
have already been vetted informally through
committees and forwarded to the House
Capital Investment Finance Division.

Those recommendations have been
incorporated into HF2700, sponsored by
Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul). The bill
calls for nearly $1 billion in general obligation
bonding.

Another key piece of legislation introduced
on opening day was HF2695, an economic
development and jobs bill sponsored by Rep.
Ann Lenczewski (DFL-Bloomington).

In other floor action, Rep. Paul Gardner
(DFL-Shoreview) publicly apologized for
“unkind remarks on Twitter” about his
colleagues last year. This came as a result

February 5, 2010

of a complaint filed against him by two
Republican House members, and heard by
the House Ethics Committee in June.

The Days Ahead

Now the action begins: bills will be heard in
committees and divisions, some will make it
to the Senate, and some will make it to law.

By statute, legislators must adjourn sine
die by midnight, May 16. After they adjourn,
bills left in limbo from the past two years are
considered dead.

Still ahead, Zellers said the Republicans
intend to introduce two key forms of
legislation: a Sunset Commission, modeled
after Texas, which would save the state money
by eliminating outdated laws. “We pass a lot
of bills. We introduce a lot of bills, but we do
a pretty bad job of looking in the rearview
mirror,” Zellers said.

The Republicans also plan to introduce
legislation that offers regulatory relief,
especially in the area of permitting, for
building contractors. Zellers said that during
the interim, contractors requested that when
lawmakers return to St. Paul, they take the
same pledge as doctors and agree to “do no

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
Rep. Diane Loeffler, front, gets a hug from Rep. Marsha Swails in the House Chamber on the opening day of the 2010 legislative session.

harm” to the contracting industry.

As for the bonding bill, Zellers said
he’s disappointed it does not contain an
appropriation for expansion of the Moose
Lake sex offender program, which has
Republican support.

Contrary to public criticism that members
drag their feet until the end of each session,
Kelliher said, “We actually passed bills earlier
last year than in the 30 years previous, so that’s
a misconception out there about how fast we
did our work.” Look for that pace to continue,
she said. “We’ve ended on time every single
year, so 'm pretty assured that we’ll be able
to get that done again.”

Gov. Tim Pawlenty is scheduled to present his
State of the State address to a joint convention
of the House and Senate at 11 a.m., Thursday,
Feb. 11, in the House Chambers.

House members appointed to escort the
governor are: Reps. Connie Doepke (R-Orono),
Andrew Falk (DFL-Murdock), Gail Kulick Jackson
(DFL-Milaca), Marsha Swails (DFL-Woodbury)
and Paul Torkelson (R-Nelson Township).
Watch the address at http://www.house.mn/
htv/schedule.asp.

Session Weekly 7



Minnesota Legislators 2010

House of Representatives

Phone Phone
District Member/Party Room* 651-296- District Member/Party Room* 651-296-
48B Abeler, Jim (R) 203 1729 34A Kohls, Paul (R) 313 4282
19A Anderson, Bruce (R) 295 5063 50A Laine, Carolyn (DFL) 407 4331
13A Anderson, Paul (R) 239 4317 9A Lanning, Morrie (R) 259, 5515
43A Anderson, Sarah (R) 217 5511 40B Lenczewski, Ann (DFL) 509. 4218
3A Anzelc, Tom (DFL) 417 4936 66A Lesch, John (DFL) 537 4224
39B Atkins, Joe (DFL) 503 4192 30A Liebling, Tina (DFL) 553 0573
35A Beard, Michael (R) 207 8872 1B Lieder, Bernard (DFL) 423 5091
43B Benson, John (DFL) 517 9934 55A Lillie, Leon (DFL) 369 1188
57A Bigham, Karla (DFL) 353 4342 59A Loeffler, Diane (DFL) 349 4219
25B Bly, David (DFL) 557 7065 42B Loon, Jenifer (R) 311 7449
25A Brod, Laura (R) 291 4229 37A Mack, Tara (R) 321 5506
27A Brown, Robin (DFL) 337 8216 22A Magnus, Doug (R) 253 5505
23B Brynaert, Kathy (DFL) 421 3248 67A Mahoney, Tim (DFL) 591 4277
35B Buesgens, Mark (R) 307 5185 65B Mariani, Carlos (DFL) 563 9714
56A Bunn, Julie (DFL) 521 4244 9B Marquart, Paul (DFL) 597 6829
45B Carlson Sr., Lyndon (DFL) 479 4255 38A Masin, Sandra (DFL) 527 3533
58B Champion, Bobby Joe (DFL) 329 8659 53B McFarlane, Carol (R) 223 5363
61A Clark, Karen (DFL) 471 0294 57B McNamara, Denny (R) 255 3135
24B Cornish, Tony (R) 281 4240 40A Morgan, Will (DFL) 411 4212
31B Davids, Greg (R) 283 9278 23A Morrow, Terry (DFL) 415 8634
62A Davnie, Jim (DFL) 545 0173 58A Mullery, Joe (DFL) 367 4262
52B Dean, Matt (R) 287 3018 10B Murdock, Mark (R) 213 4293
29A Demmer, Randy (R) 245 9236 64A Murphy, Erin (DFL) 413 8799
52A Dettmer, Bob (R) 251 4124 6B Murphy, Mary (DFL) 343 2676
6A Dill, David (DFL) 571 2190 46A Nelson, Michael V. (DFL) 569. 3751
47A Dittrich, Denise (DFL) 371 5513 49B Newton, Jerry (DFL) 331 5369
33B Doepke, Connie (R) 215 4315 10A Nornes, Bud (R) 277 4946
12B Doty, Al (DFL) 433 4247 29B Norton, Kim (DFL) 387 9249
41A Downey, Keith (R) 323 4363 38B Obermueller, Mike (DFL) 335 4128
28B Drazkowski, Steve (R) 247 2273 1A Olin, Dave (DFL) 593 9635
17A Eastlund, Rob (R) 243 5364 11B Otremba, Mary Ellen (DFL) 445 3201
2A Eken, Kent (DFL) 575 9918 64B Paymar, Michael (DFL) 543 4199
19B Emmer, Tom (R) 301 4336 31A Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL) 491 8637
20A Falk, Andrew (DFL) 431 4228 32A Peppin, Joyce (R) 279 7806
8B Faust, Tim (DFL) 567 0518 4A Persell, John (DFL) 529 5516
26B Fritz, Patti (DFL) 551 8237 45A Peterson, Sandra (DFL) 345 4176
53A Gardner, Paul (DFL) 581 2907 27B Poppe, Jeanne (DFL) 487 4193
36B Garofalo, Pat (R) 221 1069 7B Reinert, Roger (DFL) 429 4246
15A Gottwalt, Steve (R) 231 6316 41B Rosenthal, Paul (DFL) 393 7803
54A Greiling, Mindy (DFL) 381 5387 5A Rukavina, Tom (DFL) 477 0170
24A Gunther, Bob (R) 289 3240 42A Ruud, Maria (DFL) 515 3964
48A Hackbarth, Tom (R) 309 2439 2B Sailer, Brita (DFL) 577 4265
22B Hamilton, Rod (R) 209 5373 51A Sanders, Tim (R) 315 4226
39A Hansen, Rick (DFL) 401 6828 54B Scalze, Bev (DFL) 451 7153
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) 453 3824 49A Scott, Peggy (R) 225 4231
15B Haws, Larry (DFL) 473 6612 21A Seifert, Marty (R) 233 5374
61B Hayden, Jeff (DFL) 539 7152 5B Sertich, Anthony “Tony” (DFL) 459 0172
46B Hilstrom, Debra (DFL) 379 3709 14A Severson, Dan (R) 261 7808
8A Hilty, Bill (DFL) 559 4308 18A Shimanski, Ron (R) 227 1534
36A Holberg, Mary Liz (R) 303 6926 44A Simon, Steve (DFL) 375 9889
34B Hoppe, Joe (R) 317 5066 55B Slawik, Nora (DFL) 403 7807
60B Hornstein, Frank (DFL) 437 9281 63B Slocum, Linda (DFL) 501 7158
47B Hortman, Melissa (DFL) 377 4280 33A Smith, Steve (R) 271 9188
14B Hosch, Larry (DFL) 565 4373 3B Solberg, Loren (DFL) 443 2365
4B Howes, Larry (R) 201 2451 37B Sterner, Phillip (DFL) 523 4306
7A Huntley, Thomas (DFL) 585 2228 56B Swails, Marsha (DFL) 409 1147
16A Jackson, Gail Kulick (DFL) 531 6746 65A Thao, Cy (DFL) 359 5158
67B Johnson, Sheldon (DFL) 549, 4201 63A Thissen, Paul (DFL) 351 5375
13B Juhnke, Al (DFL) 485 6206 51B Tillberry, Tom (DFL) 583 5510
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) 365 4257 21B Torkelson, Paul (R) 211 9303
17B Kalin, Jeremy (DFL) 579 5377 18B Urdahl, Dean (R) 237 4344
26A Kath, Kory (DFL) 357 5368 62B Wagenius, Jean (DFL) 449 4200
60A Kelliher, Margaret Anderson (DFL) 463 0171 12A Ward, John (DFL) 533 4333
28A Kelly, Tim (R) 241 8635 30B Welti, Andy (DFL) 389 4378
16B Kiffmeyer, Mary (R) 229 4237 1A Westrom, Torrey (R) 273 4929
50B Knuth, Kate (DFL) 507 0141 44B Winkler, Ryan (DFL) 525 7026
20B Koenen, Lyle (DFL) 439 4346 32B Zellers, Kurt (R) 267 5502
8 Session Weekly *All rooms are in the State Office Building unless otherwise noted, St. Paul, MN 55155-1298 February 5’ 2010



Senate

Phone Phone

District/Member/Party Room* 651-296- District/Member/Party Room* 651-296-
66 Anderson, Ellen R. (DFL) 120 Cap. 5537 54 Marty, John (DFL) 328 Cap. 5645
6 Bakk, Thomas M. (DFL) 226 Cap. 8881 39 Metzen, James P. (DFL) 322 Cap. 4370
61 Berglin, Linda (DFL) 309 Cap. 4261 41 Michel, Geoff (R) 133 SOB 6238
51 Betzold, Don (DFL) 111 Cap. 2556 67 Moua, Mee (DFL) 120 Cap 5285
43 Bonoff, Terri E. (DFL) 325 Cap. 4314 28 Murphy, Steve (DFL) 325 Cap. 4264
38 Carlson, Jim (DFL) G-9 Cap. 7-8073 17 Olseen, Rick E. (DFL) wvveeereeeeeiereenenns G-24 CAP. cevverrrererreserissssssiissssees 5419
50 Chaudhary, Satveer S. (DFL) 205 Cap. 4334 33 Olson, Gen (R) 113 SOB 1282
15 Clark, Tarryl (DFL) 208 Cap. 6455 4 Olson, Mary A. (DFL) 124 Cap 4913
64 Cohen, Richard J. (DFL) 121 Cap. 5931 34 Ortman, Julianne E. (R) 125 SOB 4837
25 Dahle, Kevin (DFL) 320 Cap. 1279 65 Pappas, Sandra L. (DFL) 120 Cap 1802
60 Dibble, D. Scott (DFL) 111 Cap. 4191 36 Pariseau, Pat (R) 117 SOB 5252
18 Dille, Steve (R) 103 SOB 4131 26 Parry, Mike (R) 115 SOB 9457
40 Doll, John (DFL) G-9 Cap. 5975 59 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. (DFL) 235 Cap. 7809
31 Erickson Ropes, Sharon L. (DFL).......... (G T o OO 5649 7 Prettner Solon, Yvonne (DFL) G-9 Cap 4188
14 Fischbach, Michelle L. (R) 145 SOB 2084 45 Rest, Ann H. (DFL) 205 Cap. 2889
16 Fobbe, Lisa (DFL) 306 Cap. 8075 35 Robling, Claire A. (R) 143 SOB 4123
47 Foley, Leo T. (DFL) G-24 Cap. 4154 24 Rosen, Julie A. (R) 109 SOB 5713
21 Frederickson, Dennis R. (R) 139 SOB 8138 53 Rummel, Sandy (DFL) 323 Cap. 1253
37 Gerlach, Chris (R) 129 SOB 4120 56 Saltzman, Kathy L. (DFL) 306 Cap. 4166
13 Gimse, Joe (R) 105 SOB 3826 3 Saxhaug, Tom (DFL) 124 Cap 4136
42 Hann, David W. (R) 127 SOB 1749 46 Scheid, Linda (DFL) G-9 Cap 8869
58 Higgins, Linda (DFL) 328 Cap. 9246 29 Senjem, David H. (R) 147 SOB 3903
11 Ingebrigtsen, Bill G. (R) 123 SOB 7-8063 23 Sheran, Kathy (DFL) ....coeeceeenmeeeernneneennns (O T o OO 6153
49 Johnson, Debbie J. (R) 135 SOB 3219 57 Sieben, Katie (DFL) 321 Cap 7-8060
48 Jungbauer, Michael J. (R) 121 SOB 3733 2 Skoe, Rod (DFL) 303 Cap. 4196
63 Kelash, Ken (DFL) 320 Cap. 7-8061 10 Skogen, Dan (DFL) 303 Cap. 5655
19 Koch, AmyT. (R) 131 SOB 5981 27 Sparks, Dan (DFL) 317 Cap 9248
12 Koering, Paul E. (R) 119 SOB 4875 1 Stumpf, LeRoy A. (DFL) 208 Cap. 8660
20 Kubly, Gary W. (DFL) 301 Cap. 5094 5 Tomassoni, David J. (DFL) 317 Cap 8017
9 Langseth, Keith (DFL) 122 Cap. 3205 62 Torres Ray, Patricia (DFL) 124 Cap 4274
44 Latz, Ron (DFL) 306 Cap. 7-8065 52 Vandeveer, Ray (R) 107 SOB 4351
32 Limmer, Warren (R) 141 SOB 2159 22 Vickerman, Jim (DFL) 226 Cap. 5650
8 Lourey, Tony (DFL) 303 Cap. 0293 55 Wiger, Charles W. (DFL) 323 Cap 6820
30 Lynch, Ann (DFL) G-24 Cap. 4848 *Capitol or State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155

Minnesota House and Senate Membership

A Rep. Dave Olin-(DFL)
B Rep. Bernie Lieder-(DFL)
Sen. LeRoy A. Stumpf-(DFL)

15

A Rep. Steve Gottwalt-(R)
B Rep. Larry Haws-(DFL)
Sen. Tarryl Clark-(DFL)

A Rep. Randy Demmer-(R)
2 9 B Rep. Kim Norton-(DFL)
Sen. David H. Senjem-(R)

A Rep. Sarah Anderson-(R)
B Rep. John Benson-(DFL)
Sen. Terri E. Bonoff-(DFL)

43

57

A Rep. Karla Bigham-(DFL)
B Rep. Denny McNamara-(R)
Sen. Katie Sieben-(DFL)

Rep. Kent Eken-(DFL)
Rep. Brita Sailer-(DFL)
n. Rod Skoe-(DFL)

A
B
Sel

16

A Rep. Gail Kulick Jackson-(DFL)
B Rep. Mary Kiffmeyer-(R)
Sen. Lisa Fobbe-(DFL)

A Rep.Tina Liebling-(DFL)
3 O B Rep. Andy Welti-(DFL)

A Rep. Steve Simon-(DFL)
44 B Rep. Ryan Winkler-(DFL)

58

A Rep. Joe Mullery-(DFL)
B Rep. Bobby Joe Champion-(DFL)
Sen. Linda Higgins-(DFL)

A Rep.Tom Anzelc-(DFL)
B Rep. Loren A. Solberg-(DFL)
Sen. Tom Saxhaug-(DFL)

17

A Rep. Rob Eastlund-(R)
B Rep. Jeremy Kalin-(DFL)
Sen. Rick E. Olseen-(DFL)

A Rep. Gene Pelowski Jr.-(DFL)
B Rep. Greg Davids-(R)

Sen. Ann Lynch-(DFL)

Sen. Sharon L. Erickson Ropes-(DFL)

A Rep. Sandra Peterson-(DFL)
B Rep. Lyndon Carlson Sr.-(DFL)
Sen. Ann H. Rest-(DFL)

Sen. Ron Latz-(DFL)

59

A Rep. Diane Loeffler-(DFL)
B Rep. Phyllis Kahn-(DFL)
Sen. Lawrence J. Pogemiller-(DFL)

A Rep. John Persell-(DFL)
B Rep. Larry Howes-(R)
Sen. Mary A. Olson-(DFL)

18

A Rep. Ron Shimanski-(R)
B Rep. Dean Urdahl-(R)
Sen. Steve Dille-(R)

A Rep. Joyce Peppin-(R)
3 2 B Rep. Kurt Zellers-(R)
Sen. Warren Limmer-(R)

A Rep. Michael V.. Nelson-(DFL)
B Rep. Debra Hilstrom-(DFL)
Sen. Linda Scheid-(DFL)

46

60

A Rep. Margaret Anderson Kelliher-(DFL)
B Rep. Frank Hornstein-(DFL)
Sen. D. Scott Dibble-(DFL)

Rep. Tom Rukavina-(DFL)
Rep. Anthony “Tony” Sertich-(DFL)
n. David J. Tomassoni-(DFL)

A
B
Sel

19

A Rep. Bruce Anderson-(R)
B Rep. Tom Emmer-(R)
Sen. AmyT. Koch-(R)

A Rep. Steve Smith-(R)
3 3 B Rep. Connie Doepke-(R)
Sen. Gen Olson-(R)

A Rep. Denise Dittrich-(DFL)
B Rep. Melissa Hortman-(DFL)
Sen. LeoT. Foley-(DFL)

47

61

A Rep. Karen Clark-(DFL)
B Rep. Jeff Hayden-(DFL)
Sen. Linda Berglin-(DFL)

A Rep. David Dill-(DFL)
B Rep. Mary Murphy-(DFL)
Sen. Thomas M. Bakk-(DFL)

20

A Rep. Andrew Falk-(DFL)
B Rep. Lyle Koenen-(DFL)
Sen. Gary W. Kubly-(DFL)

A Rep. Paul Kohls- (R)
3 4 B Rep. Joe Hoppe-(R
Sen. Julianne E. Ortman (R)

A Rep. Tom Hackbarth-(R)
B Rep. Jim Abeler-(R)
Sen. Michael J. Jungbauer-(R)

48

62

A Rep. Jim Davnie-(DFL)
B Rep. Jean Wagenius-(DFL)
Sen. Patricia Torres Ray-(DFL)

A Rep. Thomas Huntley-(DFL)
B Rep. Roger Reinert-(DFL)
Sen. Yvonne Prettner Solon-(DFL)

21

A Rep. Marty Seifert-(R)
B Rep. Paul Torkelson-(R)
Sen. Dennis R. Frederickson-(R)

A Rep. Michael Beard-(R)
3 5 B Rep. Mark Buesgens-(R)
Sen. Claire A. Robling-(R)

A Rep. Peggy Scott-(R)
B Rep. Jerry Newton-(DFL)
Sen. Debbie J. Johnson-(R)

49

63

A Rep. Paul Thissen-(DFL)
B Rep. Linda Slocum-(DFL)
Sen. Ken Kelash-(DFL)

A Rep. Bill Hilty-(DFL)
B Rep. Tim Faust-(DFL)
Sen. Tony Lourey-(DFL)

22

A Rep. Doug Magnus-(R)
B Rep. Rod Hamilton-(R)
Sen. Jim Vickerman-(DFL)

A Rep. Mary Liz Holberg-(R)
3 6 B Rep. Pat Garofalo-(R)
Sen. Pat Pariseau-(R)

A Rep. Carolyn Laine-(DFL)
B Rep. Kate Knuth-(DFL)
Sen. Satveer S. Chaudhary-(DFL)

50

64

A Rep. Erin Murphy-(DFL)
B Rep. Michael Paymar-(DFL)
Sen. Richard J. Cohen-(DFL)

A Rep. Morrie Lanning-(R)
B Rep. Paul Marquart-(DFL)
Sen. Keith Langseth-(DFL)

23

A Rep. Terry Morrow-(DFL)
B Rep. Kathy Brynaert-(DFL)
Sen. Kathy Sheran-(DFL)

A Rep. Tara Mack-(R)
3 7 B Rep. Phillip Sterner-(DFL)
Sen. Chris Gerlach-(R)

A Rep. Tim Sanders-(R)
B Rep. Tom Tillberry-(DFL)
Sen. Don Betzold-(DFL)

51

65

A Rep. Cy Thao-(DFL)
B Rep. Carlos Mariani-(DFL)
Sen. Sandra L. Pappas-(DFL)

10

A Rep. Bud Nornes-(R)
B Rep. Mark Murdock-(R)
Sen. Dan Skogen-(DFL)

24

A Rep. Bob Gunther-(R)
B Rep. Tony Cornish-(R)
Sen. Julie A. Rosen-(R)

A Rep. Sandra Masin-(DFL)
3 8 B Rep. Mike Obermueller-(DFL)
Sen. Jim Carlson-(DFL)

A Rep. Bob Dettmer-(R)
B Rep. Matt Dean-(R)
Sen. Ray Vandeveer-(R)

52

66

A Rep. John Lesch-(DFL)
B Rep. Alice Hausman-(DFL)
Sen. Ellen R. Anderson-(DFL)

1

A Rep. Torrey Westrom-(R)
B Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba-(DFL)
Sen. Bill G. Ingebrigtsen-(R)

25

A Rep. Laura Brod-(R)
B Rep. David Bly-(DFL)
Sen. Kevin Dahle-(DFL)

A Rep. Rick Hansen-(DFL)
3 9 B Rep. Joe Atkins-(DFL)
Sen. James P. Metzen-(DFL)

A Rep. Paul Gardner-(DFL)
B Rep. Carol McFarlane-(R)
Sen. Sandy Rummel-(DFL)

53

67

12

A Rep. John Ward-(DFL)
B Rep. Al Doty-(DFL)
Sen. Paul E. Koering-(R)

26

A Rep. Kory Kath-(DFL)
B Rep. Patti Fritz-(DFL)
Sen. Mike Parry-(R)

A Rep. Will Morgan-(DFL)
40 B Rep. Ann Lenczewski-(DFL)

A Rep. Mindy Greiling-(DFL)
54 B Rep. Bev Scalze-(DFL)

13

A Rep. Paul Anderson-(R)
B Rep. Al Juhnke-(DFL)
Sen. Joe Gimse-(R)

27

A Rep. Robin Brown-(DFL)
B Rep. Jeanne Poppe-(DFL)
Sen. Dan Sparks-(DFL)

A Rep. Keith Downey-(R)
B Rep. Paul Rosenthal-(DFL)
Sen. Geoff Michel-(R)

Sen. John Doll-(DFL)

A Rep. Leon Lillie-(DFL)
B Rep. Nora Slawik-(DFL)
Sen. Charles W. Wiger-(DFL)

Sen. John Marty-(DFL)

14

A Rep. Dan Severson-(R)
B Rep. Larry Hosch-(DFL)
Sen. Michelle L. Fischbach-(R)
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28

A Rep. Tim Kelly-(R)
B Rep. Steve Drazkowski-(R)
Sen. Steve Murphy-(DFL)

A Rep. Maria Ruud-(DFL)
42 B Rep. Jenifer Loon-(R)
Sen. David W. Hann-(R)

A Rep. Julie Bunn-(DFL)
B Rep. Marsha Swails-(DFL)
Sen. Kathy L. Saltzman-(DFL)

56

A Rep. Tim Mahoney-(DFL)
B Rep. Sheldon Johnson-(DFL)
Sen. Mee Moua-(DFL)

This document can be made available
in alternative formats for people with
disabilities by calling 651-296-2146 or
800-657-3550 toll-free (voice); or the
Minnesota Relay service at 711 or
800-627-3529 (TTY).
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Committee Information

2010 Minnesota House of Representatives

Agriculture, Rural Economies
and Veterans Affairs

445 State Office Building............... 296-3201
Meets: Mondays and Wednesdaysat 2:45 p.m.
in Room 5*

Members: 11

Chair: Otremba-DFL

Vice Chair: Doty-DFL
Republican Lead: Hamilton-R

Drazkowski-R Morrow-DFL
Eken-DFL Olin-DFL
Faust-DFL Shimanski-R
Kath-DFL Urdahl-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Andrew “AJ” DUerT.....coovevvevrvenennen. 296-9468
Committee Legislative Assistant

Mary Larson .......coeveeviveeinniinienens 296-5486

Veterans Affairs Division

439 State Office Building............... 296-4346
Meets: Fridays at 8:30 a.m. in the Basement
Hearing Room*

Members: 10

Chair: Koenen-DFL

Vice Chair: Newton-DFL
Republican Lead: Dettmer-R

Doty-DFL Otremba-DFL
Faust-DFL Sanders-R
Lieder-DFL Severson-R
Magnus-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Abbey BryducK......cccoevevecveninennnnee 296-5413
Committee Legislative Assistant

Mary Larson ......cceceeveiiininuinicnns 296-5486

**Non-voting member

Session Weekly

Member Assignments as of 11/17/09

Civil Justice

367 State Office Building............... 296-4262
Meets: Mondays at4:30 p.m.and Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m. in Room 10*

Members: 13

Chair: Mullery-DFL

Vice Chair: Jackson-DFL
Republican Lead: Drazkowski-R

Champion-DFL Mahoney-DFL

Hilstrom-DFL Olin-DFL
Holberg-R Paymar-DFL
Johnson-DFL Scott-R

Kelly-R Westrom-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Patrick Baldwin ......cccceeeveveenienens 296-4283
Committee Legislative Assistant

Vickie Benson.......cceveeveeveevveernennn, 296-5526

Commerce and Labor

503 State Office Building................ 296-4192
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:30 p.m.
in the Basement Hearing Room*

Members: 18

Chair: Atkins-DFL

Vice Chair: Lillie-DFL
Republican Lead: Hoppe-R

Anderson, S.-R Mullery-DFL

Anzelc-DFL Murdock-R
Davids-R Sanders-R
Davnie-DFL Simon-DFL
Fritz-DFL Slocum-DFL
Hosch-DFL Thao-DFL
Johnson-DFL Zellers-R
Knuth-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

John Reich ...oovvvvviiiiiciicieeee, 296-7175
Committee Legislative Assistant
Christopher KwapickK ......ccccvuvueeee. 296-6586

Member Assignments as of 11/17/09

*Rooms in State Office Building

Labor and

Consumer Protection Division

545 State Office Building ............... 296-0173
Meets: Fridays at 10:30 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 11

Chair: Davnie-DFL

Vice Chair: Fritz-DFL
Republican Lead: Murdock-R

Lillie-DFL Sanders-R

Loon-R Simon-DFL
Mack-R Solberg-DFL
Mahoney-DFL Atkins-DFL
Nelson-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Christine Murphy .......ccccecevuveeeeceee 296-5491
Committee Legislative Assistant

Mary Faust.....cccovvveniiiniicninininnens 296-4321

Telecommunications Regulation and
Infrastructure Division

549 State Office Building ............... 296-4201
Meets: Fridays at 8:30 a.m. in Room 10*

Members: 11

Chair: Johnson-DFL

Vice Chair: Masin-DFL
Republican Lead: Hoppe-R

Beard-R Kiffmeyer-R
Brown-DFL Lillie-DFL
Doepke-R Sailer-DFL
Gardner-DFL Atkins-DFL
Juhnke-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

John Reich ...ooovvieiiiiiciiiicieene 296-7175
Committee Legislative Assistant

Mary Faust.......ccoovivinininiiiiiinnns 296-4321

All area codes are 651
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Environment Policy and
Oversight

575 State Office Building................ 296-9918
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:30 p.m.
in Room 5*

Members: 18

Chair: Eken-DFL

Vice Chair: Gardner-DFL
Republican Lead: McNamara-R

Anderson, P.-R Juhnke-DFL
Bigham-DFL Loon-R

Cornish-R Persell-DFL
Dill-DFL Sailer-DFL
Drazkowski-R Sterner-DFL
Falk-DFL Thissen-DFL
Hackbarth-R Wagenius-DFL
Hansen-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Kirk Koudelka ......coveverevreererennnnns 296-6937
Committee Legislative Assistant

Diogo Reis c.covevveveveiniriniiciccceen 296-3889

Game, Fish and Forestry Division

571 State Office Building............... 296-2190
Meets: Mondays at 4:30 p.m. in the Basement
Hearing Room*

Members: 11

Chair: Dill-DFL

Vice Chair: Sailer-DFL
Republican Lead: Cornish-R

Falk-DFL Murdock-R
Hackbarth-R Persell-DFL
Hansen-DFL Thao-DFL
McNamara-R Thissen-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Kirk Koudelka .......cccovvverveeeeennnn 296-6937
Committee Legislative Assistant

Diogo Reis ..c.oovevevevciiriiicicccnn 296-3889
Ethics

343 State Office Building................ 296-2676

Meets: At the call of the chair in (No Room
Assigned)*

Members: 4
Chair: Murphy, M.-DFL
Vice Chair: Smith-R

Holberg-R (A) Liebling-DFL

Simon-DFL (A) Shimanski-R
(A)-Alternate

Staff

Committee Legislative Assistant

Charlotte Antin ......ccoceeeevevevieereenne 296-5360

**Non-voting member

February 5, 2010

Member Assignments as of 11/17/09

Finance

479 State Office Building................ 296-4255
Meets: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. or call of the
chair in Room 200*

Members: 33

Chair: Carlson-DFL

Vice Chair: Benson-DFL
Republican Lead: Buesgens-R

Brod-R Lenczewski-DFL
Champion-DFL Murphy, M.-DFL
Clark-DFL Paymar-DFL
Emmer-R Pelowski-DFL
Garofalo-R Peppin-R

Greiling-DFL
Hackbarth-R

Rukavina-DFL
Shimanski-R

Hausman-DFL Simon-DFL
Hilty-DFL Slawik-DFL
Howes-R Smith-R
Huntley-DFL Solberg-DFL
Juhnke-DFL Thissen-DFL
Kahn-DFL Wagenius-DFL
Kiffmeyer-R Winkler-DFL
Knuth-DFL Seifert-R

Kohls-R ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Joanna Dornfeld.........cccoeeeueveunennnes 296-9302
Committee Legislative Assistant

Lill Pohlkamp ....c.cccoeeeverenruererccnnne. 296-9552

Agriculture, Rural Economies and
Veterans Affairs Finance Division

485 State Office Building............... 296-6206
Meets: Tuesdays and Wednesdaysat 10:30 a.m.
in the Basement Hearing Room*

Members: 14

Chair: Juhnke-DFL

Vice Chair: Hamilton-R
Republican Lead: Magnus-R

Anderson, P.-R Shimanski-R

Brown-DFL Torkelson-R
Doty-DFL Welti-DFL
Eken-DFL Carlson-DFL
Falk-DFL ex-officio**
Faust-DFL Solberg-DFL
Hosch-DFL ex-officio**
Otremba-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Andrew “AJ” DUerT.....cooeeeevernennen. 296-9468
Committee Legislative Assistant

Julia Miller......covevveereereeereneereenns 296-5992

*Rooms in State Office Building

Capital Investment Finance Division
453 State Office Building................ 296-3824
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2:45 p.m.
in the Basement Hearing Room*

Members: 22

Chair: Hausman-DFL

Vice Chair: Scalze-DFL
Republican Lead: Howes-R

Anderson, B.-R Mahoney-DFL
Carlson-DFL Mullery-DFL

Clark-DFL Murphy, M.-DFL
Davids-R Pelowski-DFL
Dean-R Rukavina-DFL
Eastlund-R Scott-R
Hansen-DFL Solberg-DFL
Juhnke-DFL Urdahl-R
Lanning-R Wagenius-DFL
Lieder-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Jenny Nash......ccccovvveieecceennnnnnnes 296-4122
Committee Legislative Assistant

Laurie Nistl....oooovevvevreveeeeeerecreiene. 296-5497
Cultural and

Outdoor Resources Finance Division
343 State Office Building............... 296-2676

Meets: Mondays at4:30 p.m.and Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m. in Room 5*

Members: 14

Chair: Murphy, M.-DFL
Vice Chair: Morgan-DFL
Republican Lead: Davids-R

Brown-DFL Wagenius-DFL
Eken-DFL Carlson-DFL
Hausman-DFL ex-officio**
Haws-DFL Hansen-DFL
Howes-R ex-officio**
Lillie-DFL Kahn-DFL
Loeffler-DFL ex-officio**
Mack-R Solberg-DFL
Torkelson-R ex-officio**
Urdahl-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Nancy Conley ......cccovrvrecnenenennnen 296-4374
Committee Legislative Assistant

Charlotte Antin .....cceeeeevevveereennenne. 296-5360

All area codes are 651
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Early Childhood Finance and Policy
Division

Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division

403 State Office Building................ 296-7807
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:30 p.m.
in Room 200*

Members: 14

Chair: Slawik-DFL

Vice Chair: Rosenthal-DFL
Republican Lead: Downey-R

Bly-DFL Nornes-R
Buesgens-R Peterson, S.-DFL
Greiling-DFL Ward-DFL
Hamilton-R Carlson-DFL
Jackson-DFL ex-officio**
Laine-DFL Solberg-DFL
Mack-R ex-officio**
Mariani-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Sara Benzkofer.......coevveeveevenniennnnns 296-4305
Committee Legislative Assistant

Matthew Collie......coveveeriereieriennenns 296-4483

Energy Finance and Policy Division

559 State Office Building............... 296-4308
Meets: Mondays and Wednesdaysat 2:45 p.m.
in the Basement Hearing Room*

Members: 23

Chair: Hilty-DFL

Vice Chair: Falk-DFL
Republican Lead: Westrom-R

Anderson, B.-R Knuth-DFL
Atkins-DFL Magnus-R
Beard-R Nornes-R
Bly-DFL Obermueller-DFL
Brynaert-DFL Persell-DFL
Gunther-R Sailer-DFL
Hackbarth-R Seifert-R
Hoppe-R Welti-DFL

Hortman-DFL
Jackson-DFL
Johnson-DFL

Carlson-DFL
ex-officio**
Solberg-DFL

Kalin-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Andy POmroy ......cccceeeeeeevennnerecnens 296-4180
Committee Legislative Assistant

Rebekah Smith ....cccoovviviicicnnnnn 296-8879

**Non-voting member
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Member Assignments as of 11/17/09

449 State Office Building................ 296-4200
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.
in Room 5*

Members: 17

Chair: Wagenius-DFL

Vice Chair: Persell-DFL
Republican Lead: Hackbarth-R

Anderson, S.-R Knuth-DFL
Anzelc-DFL Lillie-DFL
Clark-DFL McNamara-R
Dill-DFL Scalze-DFL
Doty-DFL Torkelson-R
Gunther-R Carlson-DFL
Hamilton-R ex-officio**
Hansen-DFL Solberg-DFL
Hortman-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Jenna Duwenhoegger ........c.eueuuee 296-1774
Committee Legislative Assistant

Melissa HySINg.....c.coeevvervevevererecnenes 296-3367

Health Care and Human Services
Finance Division

585 State Office Building............... 296-2228
Meets: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
at 1:00 p.m. in Room 200*

Members: 22

Chair: Huntley-DFL

Vice Chair/

Republican Lead Health Care Finance:
Abeler-R

Republican Lead Human Services Finance:
Dean-R

Anzelc-DFL Peppin-R
Brod-R Peterson, S.-DFL
Bunn-DFL Ruud-DFL
Emmer-R Scalze-DFL
Fritz-DFL Slawik-DFL
Gottwalt-R Thao-DFL
Hayden-DFL Thissen-DFL
Hosch-DFL Carlson-DFL

ex-officio**
Solberg-DFL
ex-officio**

Kiffmeyer-R
Liebling-DFL
Murphy, E.-DFL
Otremba-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Dan PollocK ....cveeivveveicrecreereenene 296-1758
Committee Legislative Assistant

Jan Horner.....coveeveeeeevcnveeeeeceecnnnnns 296-5496

*Rooms in State Office Building

Higher Education and Workforce
Development Finance and

Policy Division

477 State Office Building................ 296-0170
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.
in Room 5*

Members: 21

Chair: Rukavina-DFL

Vice Chair: Bly-DFL

Republican Lead Workforce: Anderson, S.-R
Republican Lead Higher Ed.: Nornes-R

Atkins-DFL Norton-DFL
Brynaert-DFL Obermueller-DFL
Clark-DFL Poppe-DFL
Dettmer-R Reinert-DFL
Downey-R Slocum-DFL
Eastlund-R Welti-DFL
Gunther-R Carlson-DFL
Haws-DFL ex-officio**

Mahoney-DFL
McFarlane-R
Murphy, M.-DFL

Solberg-DFL
ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Kerry Kinney Fine.......coccceeenuenene 296-7427
Committee Legislative Assistant

SUE SCOtt v 296-8827

Bioscience and

Workforce Development Policy and
Oversight Division

591 State Office Building............... 296-4277
Meets: Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 14

Chair: Mahoney-DFL

Vice Chair: Obermueller-DFL
Republican Lead: Gottwalt-R

Anderson, B.-R Norton-DFL
Beard-R Peppin-R
Brynaert-DFL Poppe-DFL
Haws-DFL Slocum-DFL
Hilty-DFL Winkler-DFL
Mack-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Joanna Dornfeld........cceevvvvevieenene 296-9302
Committee Legislative Assistant

Dianne Ruppert........ccoecevivvecvnuennne. 296-4279

All area codes are 651
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Housing Finance and Policy and Public
Health Finance Division

471 State Office Building................ 296-0294
Meets: Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m. in Room 5*

Members: 14

Chair: Clark-DFL

Vice Chair: Laine-DFL
Republican Lead: Severson-R

Benson-DFL Rosenthal-DFL
Bly-DFL Sailer-DFL
Hayden-DFL Scott-R
Howes-R Carlson-DFL

Huntley-DFL
McFarlane-R
McNamara-R
Morgan-DFL

ex-officio**
Solberg-DFL
ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Christine Murphy .......c.cccceceuvvenenee 296-5491
Committee Legislative Assistant

Jacob JohnSON.....ccvvvveevevieieeeenenne 296-5998

K-12 Education Finance Division

381 State Office Building............... 296-5387
Meets: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
at 2:45 p.m. in Room 10*

Members: 21

Chair: Greiling-DFL

Vice Chair: Ward-DFL
Republican Lead: Garofalo-R

Anderson, P.-R Marquart-DFL

Anzelc-DFL McFarlane-R
Benson-DFL Morgan-DFL
Brown-DFL Newton-DFL
Buesgens-R Slocum-DFL
Davnie-DFL Swails-DFL
Demmer-R Tillberry-DFL
Dettmer-R Carlson-DFL
Dittrich-DFL ex-officio**
Doepke-R Solberg-DFL
Mariani-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Shannon PatricK.......ccceevevveereennnnee. 296-5098
Committee Legislative Assistant

Elizabeth Mandelman.................... 296-9676

**Non-voting member
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Public Safety Finance Division

543 State Office Building............... 296-4199
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.
in Room 10*

Members: 17
Chair: Paymar-DFL
Vice Chair: Olin-DFL

Transportation Finance and

Policy Division

423 State Office Building................ 296-5091
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:30 p.m.
in Room 10*

Members: 20
Chair: Lieder-DFL

Republican Lead: Kohls-R

Vice Chair: Champion-DFL
Republican Lead: Beard-R

Demmer-R Newton-DFL
Doepke-R Reinert-DFL
Hausman-DFL Scott-R
Holberg-R Severson-R
Hornstein-DFL Swails-DFL
Hortman-DFL Welti-DFL

Member Assignments as of 11/17/09

Bigham-DFL Liebling-DFL
Cornish-R Reinert-DFL
Eastlund-R Severson-R
Haws-DFL Smith-R
Hilstrom-DFL Ward-DFL
Hosch-DFL Carlson-DFL
Kelly-R ex-officio**
Laine-DFL Solberg-DFL
Lesch-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Libby Wyrum .......cccceceueienvunnnnnnee 296-5999
Committee Legislative Assistant

Lisa Gonzalez........coveeeeeeveveennnns 296-4388

State Government Finance Division

365 State Office Building................ 296-4257
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2:45 p.m.
in Room 5*

Members: 14

Chair: Kahn-DFL

Vice Chair: Winkler-DFL
Republican Lead: Peppin-R

Bigham-DFL Poppe-DFL
Downey-R Sanders-R
Holberg-R Simon-DFL
Kalin-DFL Carlson-DFL
Kath-DFL ex-officio**
Kiffmeyer-R Solberg-DFL
Koenen-DFL ex-officio**
Masin-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Brian Shekleton.......cccocevveeecccnnne. 296-4110
Committee Legislative Assistant

Krysta Niedernhofer ..........c.cccuu.... 296-7173

*Rooms in State Office Building

Magnus-R Carlson-DFL
Masin-DFL ex-officio**
Morgan-DFL Solberg-DFL
Morrow-DFL ex-officio**
Nelson-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Abbey BryducK.........ccccceuerenunnnnnne 296-5413
Committee Legislative Assistant

Susie Maher .......cooovvveevevveeeieiennenns 296-5494

Transportation and Transit Policy and
Oversight Division

437 State Office Building................ 296-9281
Meets: Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. in Room 5*

Members: 16

Chair: Hornstein-DFL
Vice Chair: Swails-DFL
Republican Lead: Urdahl-R

Champion-DFL McFarlane-R

Davids-R Morrow-DFL
Hausman-DFL Rosenthal-DFL
Holberg-R Seifert-R
Hortman-DFL Torkelson-R
Lieder-DFL Welti-DFL
Masin-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Abbey BryducK......ccceceeevenniruencnns 296-5413
Committee Legislative Assistant

Susie Maher .....c.covevveeeevveereeneennnenns 296-5494

All area codes are 651
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Health Care and Human
Services Policy and Oversight

K-12 Education Policy and
Oversight

351 State Office Building............... 296-5375
Meets: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
at 2:45 p.m. in Room 200*

Members: 20

Chair: Thissen-DFL

Vice Chair: Liebling-DFL
Republican Lead: Abeler-R

Brod-R Laine-DFL
Bunn-DFL Loeffler-DFL
Emmer-R Mack-R

Fritz-DFL Murphy, E.-DFL
Gardner-DFL Norton-DFL
Gottwalt-R Ruud-DFL
Hayden-DFL Thao-DFL
Huntley-DFL Torkelson-R
Kelly-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Kate Perushek........ccccevveeeevreerennes 296-3244
Committee Legislative Assistant

Urszula Gryska ......cocecceecuenennenee 296-5492

Licensing Division
359 State Office Building................ 296-5158
Meets: Fridays at 8:30 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 8

Chair: Thao-DFL

Vice Chair: Bunn-DFL
Republican Lead: Dean-R

Abeler-R Norton-DFL
Emmer-R Ruud-DFL

Murphy, E.-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Kate PerusheK......cooovevevvevveereennens 296-3244
Committee Legislative Assistant

Urszula Gryska ......cocoveveeevcnencnnnen 296-5492

**Non-voting member
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Member Assignments as of 11/17/09

563 State Office Building............... 296-9714
Meets: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days at 8:30 a.m. in the Basement Hearing
Room*

Members: 22

Chair: Mariani-DFL

Vice Chair: Kath-DFL
Republican Lead: McFarlane-R

Abeler-R Loon-R
Benson-DFL Murdock-R
Brynaert-DFL Newton-DFL
Davnie-DFL Nornes-R
Demmer-R Norton-DFL
Dittrich-DFL Obermueller-DFL
Doepke-R Peterson, S.-DFL
Downey-R Slawik-DFL
Faust-DFL Swails-DFL
Greiling-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Christina GosacK........cccoeveevevernenen. 296-5524
Committee Legislative Assistant

Celeste Marin ......c.cceveereeveereevenennas 296-9115

Public Safety Policy and
Oversight

379 State Office Building............... 296-3709
Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.
in Room 10*

Members: 17

Chair: Hilstrom-DFL

Vice Chair: Bigham-DFL
Republican Lead: Anderson, B.-R

Cornish-R Lesch-DFL
Drazkowski-R Masin-DFL
Jackson-DFL Mullery-DFL
Johnson-DFL Olin-DFL
Kath-DFL Paymar-DFL
Kelly-R Rosenthal-DFL
Kohls-R Shimanski-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Peter Strohmeier .......coceevvevevveennens 296-5069
Committee Legislative Assistant

Erin Huppert....ccecveivincnncnnnnens 296-2585

*Rooms in State Office Building

Crime Victims/Criminal Records Division
537 State Office Building................ 296-4224
Meets: Fridays at 8:30 a.m. in Room 5*

Members: 8
Chair: Lesch-DFL
Vice Chair: Shimanski-R

Hilstrom-DFL Loon-R

Kath-DFL Olin-DFL

Kohls-R Paymar-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Patrick Baldwin.......ccccccevvrenececnee 296-4283
Committee Legislative Assistant

Erin Huppert......cooveveecenennecnnene 296-2585

Rules and Legislative

Administration

459 State Office Building............... 296-0172
Meets: At the call of the chair in (No Room
Assigned)*

Members: 25

Chair: Sertich-DFL

Vice Chair: Hayden-DFL
Republican Lead: Gunther-R

Anderson, B.-R
Carlson-DFL

Magnus-R
Morrow-DFL

Dettmer-R Murphy, E.-DFL
Dill-DFL Pelowski-DFL
Hilstrom-DFL Peterson, S.-DFL
Hoppe-R Seifert-R
Hortman-DFL Simon-DFL
Howes-R Solberg-DFL
Juhnke-DFL Westrom-R
Lillie-DFL Winkler-DFL
Loeffler-DFL Zellers-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Thomas Dicklich........ccccceevrreenne 296-9183
Committee Legislative Assistant

Joan Harrison.....ccccevevveevvveecnneenn. 296-2909

All area codes are 651
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State and Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

and Elections

491 State Office Building................ 296-8637
Meets: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
at 8:30 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 19

Chair: Pelowski-DFL

Vice Chair: Poppe-DFL
Republican Lead: Emmer-R

Anderson, P.-R Lanning-R
Buesgens-R Marquart-DFL
Gottwalt-R Morrow-DFL
Hilty-DFL Nelson-DFL
Hornstein-DFL Sanders-R
Kahn-DFL Simon-DFL
Kalin-DFL Sterner-DFL
Kiffmeyer-R Winkler-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Mark Mallander ........c.ccccevereerennee.. 296-5389
Committee Legislative Assistant

Kathy Anderson.........cccccoeeueueuennne. 296-3806

Local Government Division
569 State Office Building................ 296-3751
Meets: Mondays at 4:30 p.m. in Room 200*

Members: 11

Chair: Nelson-DFL

Vice Chair: Sterner-DFL
Republican Lead: Eastlund-R

Beard-R Lanning-R
Buesgens-R Scalze-DFL
Hilty-DFL Winkler-DFL
Hornstein-DFL Pelowski-DFL
Kalin-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Andy POMIoy .....c.cccceveverereeveccncnns 296-4180
Committee Legislative Assistant

Jennifer Witt....oooeeevveeveeeeeeneennee. 296-7881

**Non-voting member
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Taxes

Ways and Means

509 State Office Building............... 296-4218
Meets: Mondaysat2:45 p.m.and Tuesdaysand
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. in Room 10*

Members: 30

Chair: Lenczewski-DFL
Vice Chair: Reinert-DFL
Republican Lead: Brod-R

Anderson, S.-R
Carlson-DFL

Lanning-R
Lesch-DFL

Davids-R Liebling-DFL
Davnie-DFL Loeffler-DFL
Demmer-R Loon-R

Dill-DFL Marquart-DFL
Dittrich-DFL Mullery-DFL
Downey-R Murphy, E.-DFL
Eastlund-R Rukavina-DFL
Gardner-DFL Ruud-DFL
Garofalo-R Solberg-DFL
Hilstrom-DFL Tillberry-DFL
Koenen-DFL Zellers-R

Kohls-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Sarah Carlson-Wallrath ................. 296-8826
Committee Legislative Assistant

Sasha Bergman ........cccccceeveuevrenennee 296-2955

Property and Local Sales Tax Division

597 State Office Building................ 296-6829
Meets: Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. in Room 10*

Members: 11

Chair: Marquart-DFL

Vice Chair: Dittrich-DFL
Republican Lead: Lanning-R

Dettmer-R Loeffler-DFL
Garofalo-R Mullery-DFL
Koenen-DFL Scott-R

Lenczewski-DFL Tillberry-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Sarah Carlson-Wallrath.................. 296-8826
Committee Legislative Assistant

Paul Cumings ......c.ceceeveveevceeercnennnn 296-5380

*Rooms in State Office Building

443 State Office Building................ 296-2365
Meets: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. or call of the
chair in Room 200*

Members: 27

Chair: Solberg-DFL

Vice Chair: Faust-DFL
Republican Lead: Holberg-R

Abeler-R Lenczewski-DFL
Brynaert-DFL Mahoney-DFL
Bunn-DFL Mariani-DFL
Carlson-DFL McNamara-R
Davids-R Nelson-DFL
Dean-R Otremba-DFL
Demmer-R Ruud-DFL
Eken-DFL Scalze-DFL
Hamilton-R Swails-DFL
Hilstrom-DFL Tillberry-DFL
Hoppe-R Westrom-R
Huntley-DFL Seifert-R

Kahn-DFL ex-officio**

Staff

Committee Administrator

Brian Shekleton........coeoevveeverveneenene 296-4110
Committee Legislative Assistant

Gerrie BOICe...uuvinriveiereecreereeeeeneenns 296-5388

All area codes are 651
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BILL INTRODUGTIONS

Thursday, Feb. 4

HF2408-Doepke (R)

Finance

Minnetonka Beach pedestrian and
bike tunnel funding provided.

HF2409-Faust (DFL)
Finance
Spring Lake Trail funding provided.

HF2410-Loeffler (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis; Northtown Rail Yard
bridge funding provided.

HF2411-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

New London; dam renovation
funding provided.

HF2412-Hansen (DFL)

Finance

Metropolitansewer systeminflowand
infiltration funding provided.

HF2413-Howes (R)

Finance

Shingobee Trail Connection funding
provided.

HF2414-Garofalo (R)

Finance

Charter school aid payment
percentage increased.

HF2415-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Mora water treatment plant funding
provided.

HF2416-Davnie (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis; emergency operations
center and fire training facility
funding provided.

HF2417-Garofalo (R)

Finance

State aid payment schedule modified
for charter schools.

HF2418-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Mora; wastewater treatment plant
renovation funding provided.

HF2419-Persell (DFL)

Finance

Leech Lake Tribal College funding
provided.

HF2420-Champion (DFL)

Finance

Target Center funding provided for
safety and security.

HF2421-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Mora; police station funding
provided.
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HF2422-Bunn (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Gambling Control Board director
allowed flexibility in allowable
expenses.

HF2423-Bunn (DFL)

Finance

Interstate 94 corridor park-and-ride
facility funding provided.

HF2424-Brynaert (DFL)

Finance

Mankato CivicCenterand All Seasons
Arena expansion funding provided.

HF2425-Rukavina (DFL)

Finance

Mesabi Range Community and
Technical College funding provided
for the Iron Range engineering
program.

HF2426-Morrow (DFL)

Finance

Postsecondary enrollment options
program modified.

HF2427-Morrow (DFL)

Finance

Trunk Highway 14 construction
project requirements established.

HF2428-Morrow (DFL)

Finance

Gaylord AreaRegional Aquatic Center
design and construction funding
provided.

HF2429-Gardner (DFL)

Finance

Anaerobic digester funding
provided.

HF2430-Morrow (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota Valley Regional Railroad
Authority funding provided to
rehabilitate tracks.

HF2431-Greiling (DFL)

Finance

School finance system modified and
new education funding framework
created.

HF2432-Abeler (R)

Finance

Ramsey; Northstar Commuter Rail
station funding provided.

HF2433-Eken (DFL)

Finance

Flood damage reduction projects
funding provided.

HF2434-Haws (DFL)

Finance

Northstar Commuter Rail extension
funding provided from Big Lake to
St. Cloud.

HF2435-Hilty (DFL)

Finance

Carlton County community services
building funding provided.

HF2436-Hilty (DFL)

Finance

Moose Lake Water and Light
Commission public utility
infrastructure expansion funding
provided to support MSOP Phase II.

HF2437-Ward (DFL)

Finance
Brainerd;newveteransnursinghome
funding provided.

HF2438-Poppe (DFL)

Finance

Austin; flood mitigation funding
provided.

HF2439-Beard (R)

Finance

Lower Minnesota River Watershed
District funding provided for dredge
material site projects.

HF2440-Atkins (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota Nuclear Waste Storage
Commission created, ratepayer fees
required for permanent storage of
high-level radioactive waste to be
remitted to the commissioner of
homeland security and emergency
management, nuclear waste escrow
account modified and money
appropriated.

HF2441-Anzelc (DFL)

Finance

Koochiching County; plasma torch
gasification facility grant purpose
clarified.

HF2442-Olin (DFL)

Finance

ThiefRiver Falls;airporthanger grant
provided.

HF2443-Haws (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities Board of Trustees lease
revenue payment provided.

HF2444-Anzelc (DFL)

Finance

Voyageurs Heritage Center and
Voyageurs National Park
headquarters funding provided.

HF2445-Persell (DFL)

Finance

Bemidji; Headwaters Science Center
funding provided.
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HF2446-Dill (DFL)

Finance
TwoHarbors;campgroundexpansion
funding provided.

HF2447-Scalze (DFL)

Finance

Ramsey County; Trunk Highway
36 and Rice Street appropriation
modified.

HF2448-Anzelc (DFL)

Finance

Nashwauk; community building
and early childhood center funding
provided.

HF2449-Loeffler (DFL)

Finance

Shade tree replacement funding
provided.

HF2450-Doty (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Personal care assistance program
modified.

HF2451-Scalze (DFL)

Finance
RamseyCounty;publicinfrastructure
grant provided to accommodate
bioscience business development.

HF2452-Doty (DFL)

Finance

Camp Ripley funding provided to
completePhasellofthecomprehensive
emergency management training
facility.

HF2453-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Pine City; fire station funding
provided.

HF2454-Bigham (DFL)

Finance

South St. Paul; sewage plant pumping
station replacement funding
provided.

HF2455-Kath (DFL)

Finance

Steele County; history center grant
provided.

HF2456-Reinert (DFL)

Finance

Lake Superior Center renovation
predesign funding provided for
transfer to University of Minnesota,
Duluth.

HF2457-Thao (DFL)

Finance

Saint Paul; University Avenue
streetscaping funding provided.
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HF2458-Slawik (DFL)

Finance

Early childhood learning and child
protection facility funding provided
for construction and rehabilitation.

HF2459-Sterner (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota Zoo capital projects
funding provided.

HF2460-Doty (DFL)

Finance
Cass, Crow Wing and Morrison
counties; Mississippi River

Crossroads Trail funding provided
to design and acquire land.

HF2461-Mullery (DFL)

Finance

Lowry Avenue Bridge Phase II
funding provided.

HF2462-Welti (DFL)

Taxes

County veteran service officer
estimated salary and expenses paid.

HF2463-Ward (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Crow Wing County; substance
monitoring pilot project established
for certain persons with revoked
driver’s licenses.

HF2464-Fritz (DFL)

Finance
BloomingPrairie;sewerimprovement
funding provided.

HF2465-Obermueller (DFL)
Finance

Eagan; Caponi Art Park funding
provided.

HF2466-Fritz (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota State Academies
funding provided for predesign of
a new technology center in place of
renovation of Mott Hall.

HF2467-Bigham (DFL)

Finance

Red Rock Corridor park-and-ride
facility funding provided.

HF2468-Brod (R)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

“Soldiers’ rest” cemetery burial
eligibility broadened.

HF2469-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Hinckley Fire State Monument
renovation funding provided.

HF2470-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Scanning device and re-encoder use
toacquireinformation from payment
cards included as identity theft.
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HF2471-Kalin (DFL)

Finance

Swedish Immigrant Regional Trail
funding provided.

HF2472-Welti (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota Workforce Center at
Rochester Communityand Technical
College fundingprovided torenovate
infrastructure and collocate.

HF2473-Kelly (R)

Finance

Goodhue Pioneer Trail funding
provided.

HF2474-0Olin (DFL)

Finance

Thief River Falls Regional Airport
hangar funding provided.

HF2475-Carlson (DFL)

Finance

Golden Valley; snowmaking
facilities and winter recreation
center funding provided for
Theodore Wirth Regional Park.

HF2476-Pelowski (DFL)
Finance

Port development
provided.

funding

HF2477-Hansen (DFL)

Finance

Reinvest in Minnesota reserve
program funds prohibited from
being used for mitigation, bond
fund recipients required to use
certain low-impact development
standards for natural resources asset
preservation and replacement and
RIM conservation reserve.

HF2478-Jackson (DFL)

Finance

Princeton; public safety building
funding provided.

HF2479-Lillie (DFL)

Finance

State trail development, trail
connectionandregionaltrailfunding
provided.

HF2480-Lillie (DFL)

Finance

Maplewood; regional firefighter
training facility funding provided.

HF2481-Nelson (DFL)

Finance
Publichousingrehabilitation funding
provided.

HF2482-Rukavina (DFL)

Finance

Independent School District No. 706,
Virginia Public Schools, funding
provided for an early childhood
education and Head Start center.

HF2483-Atkins (DFL)

Finance

Rock Island Bridge park and trail
development funding provided,
demolition or removal of bridge
moratorium repealed.

HF2484-Sterner (DFL)

Finance

Rosemount; park-and-ride lot and
transit shelter grant provided.

HF2485-Atkins (DFL)

Finance

Rock Island Bridge moratorium on
demolition or removal repealed.

HF2486-Hosch (DFL)
Finance
Rocori Trail funding provided.

HF2487-Severson (R)
Finance
Sauk River Park funding provided.

HF2488-Mahoney (DFL)

Finance

Metropolitan Council funding
provided for improvements to the
Phalen-Keller Regional Park.

HF2489-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

Ridgewater College, Willmar; Phase
IT funding provided.

HF2490-Johnson (DFL)

Finance

Battle Creek Winter Recreation Area
funding provided.

HF2491-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

Glacial Lakes State Trail funding
provided for extension from New
London to Sibley State Park.

HF2492-Johnson (DFL)

Finance

Union Depot multimodal transit
center funding provided.

HF2493-Haws (DFL)

Finance

St. Cloud State University funding
provided foranintegrated scienceand
engineering laboratory facility.

HF2494-Winkler (DFL)

Finance

Cooperative local facility grant
program funding provided.

HF2495-Huntley (DFL)

Finance

Duluth airport funding provided for
new terminal facilities.

HF2496-Reinert (DFL)

Finance

Duluth; sanitary sewer overflow
storage construction funding
provided.

HF2497-Murphy, M. (DFL)

Finance

Duluth; sanitary sewer overflow
storage construction funding
provided.

HF2498-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

Kandiyohi County; new veterans
home funding provided.

HF2499-Mullery (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities Board of Trustees
required to study technical education
credentials.

HF2500-Murphy, M. (DFL)

Finance

Northern Lights Express Passenger
Rail funding provided.

HF2501-Bunn (DFL)

Finance

Lake Elmo; water and sewer
improvement funding provided.

HF2502-Mullery (DFL)

Finance

Low-income student pilot program
established to integrate basic
education and technical education,
and money appropriated.

HF2503-Murphy, E. (DFL)

Finance

St. Paul; two bicycle and pedestrian
bridges over Interstate 94 replacement
funding provided.

HF2504-Haws (DFL)

Finance

St. Cloud Regional Airport funding
provided.

HF2505-Mullery (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies &
Veterans Affairs

Minneapolis; Veterans Victory
Memorial Drive designated as the
officialsiteof Veterans Day ceremonies
for the state of Minnesota.

HF2506-Haws (DFL)

Finance

Allied Health Center at St. Cloud
Technical College renovation funding
provided.

HF2507-Johnson (DFL)
Finance
St. Paul Port Authority

funding provided for dockwall
reconstruction.

HF2508-Garofalo (R)

Finance

State aid payment shift and property
tax recognition shift statutorily
established, and shift repayment
clarified.
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HF2509-Kahn (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

General fund matching appropria-
tions transfer to the Help America
Vote Act account provided.

HF2510-Gardner (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Threats of reprisal against a person
who is or is considering being a
candidate prohibited.

HF2511-Mullery (DFL)

Taxes

Additional authority allowed to
spend increments for housing
replacement district plans, Brooklyn
Park authorized to establish
housing replacement districts, local
contributionrequirement forhousing
replacement district eliminated and
St. Paul and Fridley reauthorized
to use special laws for housing
replacement.

HF2512-Gardner (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Bottled water use discouraged in
state offices.

HF2513-Mullery (DFL)

Finance

State financial aid for part-time
enrollment modified.

HF2514-Dill (DFL)

Finance

Sparsity revenue guarantee extended
to all qualifying school districts.

HF2515-Mullery (DFL)

Finance

Crisis intervention team training
established for school liaison
officers.

HF2516-Dill (DFL)

Finance

Namakan Basin Joint Powers Board
grant provided for predesign of a
wastewater collection and treatment
facility.

HF2517-Olin (DFL)

Finance

Lancaster Community Center
funding provided.

HF2518-Solberg (DFL)

Taxes

Business incubator exemption
modified.

HF2519-Solberg (DFL)

Finance

Grand Rapids; at-grade railroad
crossing improvement funding
provided.
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HF2520-Anzelc (DFL)

Finance

Koochiching County; Renewable
energy clean air project funding
provided.

HF2521-Murphy, M. (DFL)

Finance

Arrowhead regional corrections
facility funding provided.

HF2522-Garofalo (R)

Taxes

2010 city market value credit
reductions extended to 2011 and
2012.

HF2523-Laine (DFL)

Finance

Fridley; Springbrook Nature Center
funding provided.

HF2524-Nelson (DFL)

Finance

NorthHennepin Community College
Center for Business and Technology
funding provided.

HF2525-Hayden (DFL)

Finance

Grand Rounds Scenic Bywaylighting
renovation funding provided.

HF2526-Mullery (DFL)

Finance

Veterans Victory Memorial Parkway
funding provided.

HF2527-Davnie (DFL)

Taxes

Low-income housing project
construction material exemption
expanded.

HF2528-Kelliher (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis; Orchestra Hall and
Peavey Plaza renovation funding
provided.

HF2529-Kahn (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis; Granary Road
development funding provided.

HF2530-Wagenius (DFL)

Finance

Hiawatha Light Rail transit corridor
funding provided.

HF2531-Hornstein (DFL)

Finance

Interstate 35W storm tunnel funding
provided.

HF2532-Champion (DFL)

Finance

Bottineau Boulevard Transit Way
funding provided.

HF2533-Hornstein (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis transportation inter-
change facility funding provided.

HF2534-Fritz (DFL)

Finance

Ellendale; tornado siren design and
construction funding provided.

HF2535-Hornstein (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis; Interstate 35W and
Third and Fourth Streets South
interchange funding provided.

HF2536-Falk (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota West Community and
Technical College, Canby, funding
provided for a wind turbine facility.

HF2537-Falk (DFL)

Finance

Average dailymembership definition
expanded for purposes of calculating
elementary sparsity revenue.

HF2538-Ward (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

American Legion Day designated as
Sept. 16 of each year.

HF2539-Ward (DFL)

Finance

Crosby; water treatment facility
funding provided.

HF2540-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Braham; utility, water and sewer
improvement funding provided.

HF2541-Nornes (R)

Finance

Fergus Falls; ice arena funding
provided.

HF2542-Nornes (R)

Finance

Fergus Falls; Tower Road Bridge
funding provided.

HF2543-Shimanski (R)

Finance

Plato; community center accessibility
improvement funding provided.

HF2544-Norton (DFL)

Finance

Southern Rail Corridor project
funding provided.

HF2545-Poppe (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities system refund repayment
authorized toemployee covered by the
individual retirement account plan.

HF2546-Nornes (R)

Finance

Glendalough State Park new trail
funding provided.

HF2547-Winkler (DFL)

Finance

Perpich Center for Arts Education
funding provided.

HF2548-Eken (DFL)

Finance

Local roads and bridges funding
provided.

HF2549-Shimanski (R)
Finance
Luce Line Trail funding provided.

HF2550-Poppe (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Member contribution refund
repayment permitted, second chance
option authorized to elect Teachers
Retirement Association retirement
plan benefit coverage, and certain
contributions mandated.

HF2551-Huntley (DFL)

Finance

University of Minnesota, Duluth;
American Indian Learning Resource
Center funding provided.

HF2552-Simon (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

State primary date changed, and
certain primary-related dates and
provisions changed.

HF2553-Hortman (DFL)

Finance
CoonRapidsdamrenovation funding
provided.

HF2554-Simon (DFL)

Finance

Southwest Corridor light rail line
funding provided.

HF2555-Kelliher (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis Sculpture Garden
renovation funding provided.

HF2556-Brown (DFL)

Finance

Shell Rock River watershed funding
provided.

HF2557-Kahn (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

State webmaster position established,
and state chief information officer
required to develop standards for
enhanced public access to state
electronic records.

HF2558-Hortman (DFL)

Finance

FoleyBoulevardNorthstar Commuter
Rail station funding provided.
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HF2559-Gardner (DFL)

Finance

Public water suppliers required to
recover the costs of providingservice,
and eligibility modified forloansand
grants administered by the Public
Facilities Authority.

HF2560-Hausman (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Financial assurance provided
for nonferrous metallic mineral
mining.

HF2561-Kalin (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

North Branch; Veterans Memorial
Bridge on marked Trunk Highway
95 designated.

HF2562-Thissen (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

COBRA premium state subsidy
eligibility extended and modified.

HF2563-Ward (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota Faithin Action permanent
funding allocated.

HF2564-Hayden (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Minnesota Family Investment
Program time limit on assistance

modified.

HF2565-Kahn (DFL)
Finance
State data center funding provided.

HF2566-Pelowski (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Absentee ballot processes modified
and certain election administration
provisions changed.

HF2567-Morrow (DFL)

Finance

Gold Star motor vehicle license
plate eligibility extended to include
children and siblings of persons who
have died while serving in active
military service.

HF2568-Carlson (DFL)

Finance

Gillette Children’s Specialty
Healthcare construction project
funding provided.

HF2569-Koenen (DFL)

Finance

Gillette Children’s Specialty
Healthcare construction project
funding provided.
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HF2570-Anzelc (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Douglas]. Johnson economic protec-
tion trust fund and the Ironworld
Discovery Center renamed.

HF2571-Sertich (DFL)

Finance

St. Louis County Arrowhead region
multipurpose sports facility funding
provided.

HF2572-Demmer (R)

Finance

“Proud to be a Veteran” license
plate authorized on self-propelled
recreational vehicles.

HF2573-Morrow (DFL)
Finance

Special Highway
authorized.

14 plates

HF2574-Falk (DFL)

Finance

Restrictions governing disability
parking modified.

HF2575-Kalin (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

North Branch; Corporal Johnathan
Benson Memorial Highway
designated.

HF2576-Hayden (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Minnesota Family Investment
Program hardship extensions
expanded.

HF2577-Carlson (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Legislators allowed to call a special
session; constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF2578-Hackbarth (R)

Commerce & Labor

Gambling authorized as other than
pari-mutuel betting at a licensed
racetrack; constitutionalamendment
proposed.

HF2579-Emmer (R)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Voters required to provide picture
identification before receiving a
ballot, issuance of voteridentification
cards provided at no charge and
procedureestablished for provisional
balloting.

HF2580-Lenczewski (DFL)

Finance

Angel investment grant provided,
phase-inofsinglesalesapportionment
delayed.

HF2581-Carlson (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Seat belt requirements amended for
procurement of school buses.

HF2582-Clark (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Asthma coverage demonstration

project medical assistance coverage
modified.

HF2583-Falk (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Holder of intoxicating liquor license
allowed to own and operate a farm
winery.

HF2584-Gunther (R)
Finance
Fairmont; bridge funding provided.

HF2585-Lieder (DFL)
Finance
Town road sign funding provided.

HF2586-Sailer (DFL)

Finance

Solar power installation grant
program funding provided.

HF2587-Lieder (DFL)

Taxes

Marshall County;specialagricultural
homesteads allowed for certain
taxpayers due to floods.

HF2588-Gunther (R)

Finance

Winnebago; museum funding
provided.

HF2589-Thissen (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight
Comprehensive advanced life-
support educational program trans-
ferred to the commissioner of
health.

HF2590-Hausman (DFL)

Finance

Appropriation and bond authoriza-
tion for capital investment projects
procedures clarified.

HF2591-Lieder (DFL)
Finance
Local bridge funding provided.

HF2592-Falk (DFL)

Taxes

Sales tax exemptions provided for
public safety radio communications
equipment upgrade purchased by
counties.

HF2593-Howes (R)

Finance

“Choose Life” special license plates
authorized, and adoption support
account established.

HF2594-Bigham (DFL)

Finance

Hoffman Interlocking Capacity
Improvement funding provided.

HF2595-Falk (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Power limited technician education
requirements modified.

HF2596-Bigham (DFL)

Finance

High-speed rail line between
Chicago and the Twin Cities funding
provided.

HF2597-Ward (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Board of Medical Practice limited
from bringing a disciplinary action
against a physician for prescribing,
administering or dispensing long-
term antibiotic therapy for chronic
Lyme disease.

HF2598-Hilty (DFL)
Finance
Soo Line Trail funding provided.

HF2599-Falk (DFL)
Commerce & Labor
Live check solicitations prohibited.

HF2600-Mullery (DFL)

Commerce & Labor
Licensingandregulation provided for
anindividual engaged in thebusiness
of a mortgage loan originator or the
mortgage loan business.

HF2601-Ward (DFL)

Finance

Greater Minnesota business
development infrastructure grant
program funding provided.

HF2602-Peppin (R)

Finance

Crow River Regional Park funding
provided.

HF2603-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Justice
Lawenforcementagencies prohibited
from releasing data in certain
situations.

HF2604-Hayden (DFL)

Civil Justice

Stay of mortgage foreclosure
proceedings allowed under certain
conditions and tenants provided
rights of foreclosed property.

HF2605-Mullery (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Termination prohibited under certain
circumstances.

HF2606-Hilty (DFL)

Finance

Carlton County; business park
and housing development funding
provided.
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HF2607-Mullery (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Detention placementoptionsclarified
for extended jurisdiction juveniles
pending revocation hearings.

HF2608-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Protection area extended to a
reasonable area around residence
or dwelling in ex parte orders for
protection.

HF2609-Thissen (DFL)

Civil Justice

Disclosure of disciplinary records
limited.

HF2610-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Justice

Property forfeiture provisions
changed, and sale of forfeited prop-
erty by law enforcement officers,
employees and family members.

HF2611-Mullery (DFL)
Commerce & Labor
Credit default insurance regulated.

HF2612-Hilstrom (DFL)
Civil Justice
Civil commitment venue clarified.

HF2613-Hilstrom (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Mediation provided prior to
commencement of mortgage
foreclosureproceedingsonhomestead
property and homestead-lender
mediation account created.

HF2614-Huntley (DFL)

Finance

Intensive care management program
established for medical assistance
enrollees, funding reduced for the
medical assistance program, request
for proposals required and report
required.

HF2615-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Justice
Processstreamlined for connectingan
owner facing a residential mortgage
foreclosure with an authorized
foreclosure prevention agency and
with a personauthorized to negotiate
on behalf of the foreclosing lender.

HF2616-Kahn (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Bicyclistsallowed to stopand proceed
through red light under limited
circumstances.

HF2617-Scalze (DFL)

Taxes

Housing improvement areas
concerningpetitionsand veto powers
provisions changed.
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HF2618-Mullery (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Court required to provide a general
notice of collateral sanctions to a
juvenile before accepting a guilty
plea.

HF2619-Mullery (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Admissibility of a child’s statements
made during a mental health
examination prohibited on the issue
of guilt.

HF2620-Hilty (DFL)

Finance

St. Louis River Trail funding
provided.

HF2621-Doty (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Higher education benefits and
residency requirements for spouse
and children of deceased veterans.

HF2622-Cornish (R)

Finance

Blue Earth River designatedasacanoe
and boating route.

HF2623-Hosch (DFL)

Health Care&HumanServicesPolicy
& Oversight

Clarification of coverage for children’s
therapeutic services.

HF2624-Wagenius (DFL)

Finance

Environmentaland natural resources
funding provided.

HF2625-Rukavina (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Prohibiting use of creditinformation
asbasis for changing motor vehicle or
homeowner’s insurance policies.

HF2626-Persell (DFL)

Finance

Deer River; community facility
funding provided.

HF2627-Knuth (DFL)

Finance

New Brighton; former Northwest
Refinery site cleanup funding
provided.

HF2628-Mullery (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Requiring contractors or subcon-
tractors to enter apprenticeship
agreement.

HF2629-Dill (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

A municipality’s right to own and
operateatelephone exchange election
rules changed.

HF2630-Koenen (DFL)

Finance

Marshall; Minnesota Emergency
Response and Industrial Training
Center funding provided.

HF2631-Knuth (DFL)

Finance

State emergency operations center
funding provided.

HF2632-Urdahl (R)

Finance

Litchfield Opera House funding
provided.

HF2633-Masin (DFL)

Taxes

Disabled veteran homestead market
value exclusion time extended for
surviving spouses.

HF2634-Kalin (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Mt. Simon-Hinckley aquifer
water appropriation prohibitions
expanded.

HF2635-Masin (DFL)

Finance

Eagan; public servant memorial
funding provided.

HF2636-Hoppe (R)

Finance

Chanhassen; trail and storm water
improvement funding provided.

HF2637-Hoppe (R)

Finance

Chanhassen; pedestrian trail
underpass funding provided.

HF2638-Hoppe (R)

Finance

Chanhassen; Bluff Creek ravine
stabilization funding provided.

HF2639-Johnson (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Wireless telecommunications service
providers authorized to provide call
locations for emergencies.

HF2640-Rukavina (DFL)

Finance

Single license plate required on
certain motor vehicles.

HF2641-Sailer (DFL)

Finance

Independent School District No.
38, Red Lake, maximum effort loan
provided.

HF2642-Kalin (DFL)

Finance

North Branch; waterand sewer system
improvement funding provided.

HF2643-Sailer (DFL)

Finance

University of Minnesota; Itasca
Biological Station in Itasca State Park
funding provided.

HF2644-Lieder (DFL)

Finance

Oslo; flood hazard mitigation funding
provided.

HF2645-Greiling (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota Management and Budget
requirement repealed for school
district state aid payments.

HF2646-Severson (R)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Firearmsilencer permissible purposes
expanded.

HF2647-Dettmer (R)

Finance

Washington County; Disabled
Veterans Rest Camp funding
provided.

HF2648-Dettmer (R)

Taxes

Military retirement pay subtraction
provided.

HF2649-Dettmer (R)

Taxes

Income-based reduction eliminated
for the individual income tax credit
for prior military service.

HF2650-Urdahl (R)

Finance

Dassel-Cokato Regional Ice and
Sports Center funding provided.

HF2651-McFarlane (R)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Public Employees Retirement
Association;annuity ofanaccelerated
annuity recipient increased.

HF2652-Liebling (DFL)

Finance

Rochester; Pine Island Spur Railroad
right-of-way funding provided.

HF2653-Loeffler (DFL)

Finance

Central Corridor light rail transit
line funding provided to the State
Capitol area.

HF2654-Haws (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Electrical license bond requirements
modified.

HF2655-Gardner (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
State building projects required to
recycle at least 50 percent of project
waste.

HF2656-Thao (DFL)

Taxes

St.Paul;specialrules provided for the
expenditure of tax increments.
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HF2657-Rukavina (DFL)

Finance

Revenue bond limit increased
for the higher education facilities
authority.

HF2658-Hansen (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Political partyinclusion requirement
modified on theincome tax formand
property tax refund return.

HF2659-Juhnke (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Discharge permit requirements for
feedlots modified.

HF2660-Thissen (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Minnesota Coalition for Innovation
and Collaboration created, rule and
law waivers provided.

HF2661-Eken (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Carlton County; private sale
authorized of certain tax-forfeited
land that borders public water.

HF2662-Hilty (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Carlton County; public sale autho-
rized of certain tax-forfeited land that
borders public water.

HF2663-Dettmer (R)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Washington County; private sale
authorized of certain tax-forfeited
land that borders public water.

HF2664-Rukavina (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
St. Louis County; private sale
authorized of certain tax-forfeited
land.

HF2665-Mullery (DFL)

Finance

Discharge plans required for juvenile
offenders who have mental or
emotional problems.

HF2666-Solberg (DFL)

Finance

Blaine; women’s and girls’ hockey
locker room facility at the National
Sports Center funding provided.

HF2667-Gardner (DFL)

Finance

Redwood County; material recovery
facility funding provided.
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HF2668-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Justice
Procedures modified in expungement
inevictioncases, residential covenants
added, procedures modified for
handling applicant screening fees
and rights provided to tenants of
foreclosed properties.

HF2669-Dill (DFL)

Civil Justice

State and local government tort
liability limits restored and require-
mentof contractors to provide liabil-
ity in excess of limits prohibited.

HF2670-Newton (DFL)

Civil Justice

Unit owners’ association powers to
take action to encourage prompt
delinquent assessment payments
specified.

HF2671-Newton (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Eligibility of veteran-owned small
businesses for bid preference program
broadened.

HF2672-Newton (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Transit fee exemption provisions
for veterans with service-connected
disabilities clarified.

HF2673-Dettmer (R)

Finance

Eligibility of disabled veterans for
a free annual state park permit
expanded.

HF2674-Newton (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Designation of May 28 as Veterans of
Foreign Wars Day.

HF2675-Newton (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Designation of September 16 as
American Legion Day.

HF2676-Davids (R)

Finance

Preston; National Trout Learning
Center land and funding provided.

HF2677-Kohls (R)

Finance

Independent School District No.
110, Waconia, geothermal water-
to-water heat pump system funding
provided.

HF2678-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

Livestock investment grants funding
provided.

HF2679-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

Gold Star license plate eligibility
established for surviving son or
daughter.

HF2680-Murphy, E. (DFL)
HealthCare&HumanServicesPolicy
& Oversight

Mental health urgent care and
consultation services established;
general assistance medical care
program modified.

HF2681-Kalin (DFL)

Taxes

Electric generation facility in-lieu
payment agreement modified.

HF2682-Davids (R)

Taxes

Wisconsin reciprocity agreement
extended and termination permitted
only by legislative action.

HF2683-Dittrich (DFL)

Finance

Education aid payment schedule
adjusted.

HF2684-Haws (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Surviving spouse and children of a
deceased veteran educational benefit
eligibility broadened.

HF2685-Hackbarth (R)

Finance

Oliver H. Kelley Farm historic site
revitalization funding provided.

HF2686-Eken (DFL)

Finance

Becker County; transfer station
funding provided.

HF2687-Marquart (DFL)

Finance

Red River Valley; flood damage
reduction project funding provided.

HF2688-Marquart (DFL)

Finance

Flood hazard mitigation grant
funding provided.

HF2689-Norton (DFL)

Finance

Safe schools levy maintenance of
effort requirements amended.

HF2690-Sertich (DFL)

Finance

Executive agency appropriations
required to include proportionate
reductions in expenditures on
contractsandrequirements provided
during periods of projected deficits.

HF2691-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Stateandlocaljailand prisoninmates
required to be housed in publicly
ownedandoperatedjailsand prisons,
state and counties prohibited from
contracting with private prisons, and
Prairie Correctional Facility contract
renewal prohibited.

HF2692-Davnie (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis; Midtown Farmers
Market funding provided.

HF2693-Scalze (DFL)

Finance

Metropolitan Council funding
provided for regional park and
open-space land acquisition and
improvements.

HF2694-Murphy, E. (DFL)
HealthCare&HumanServicesPolicy
& Oversight

Health maintenance organization
surcharge increased and related
changes made, managed care
payment rates increased, general
assistance medical care account
established, credits provided toward
the Health Partners’ assessment
for the Minnesota Comprehensive
Health Association.

HF2695-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Job creation encouraged, tax
credits allowed for job growth
investment credit and historic
structure rehabilitation, deduction
of certain dividends disallowed,
special assessment use for energy
conservation improvements
expanded, permitted use of tax
increment financing expanded
and Bloomington’s development
restrictions of the Mall of America
site repealed.

HF2696-Lieder (DFL)

Taxes

EastGrand Forks;stateareaexpanded
in which tourism facilities may be
financed.

HF2697-Fritz (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota State Academies funding
provided.

HF2698-Gardner (DFL)

Finance

Aquatic vegetation control fees
modified in certain public waters.

HF2699-Hilstrom (DFL)

Civil Justice

Acquisition of thelegalrighttoredeem
a residence in foreclosure regulated,
and mortgagee notice required after
a sheriff’s sale of residential real
property in foreclosure.
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HF2700-Hausman (DFL)

Finance

Bonding bill; providing capital
improvement funding, new programs
established and existing programs
modified, previous appropriations
canceled and modified.

HF2701-Atkins (DFL)
Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Firefighter related terms modified.

HF2702-Benson (DFL)

Finance

Nonprofit housing bonds issued for
community land trusts.

HF2703-Greiling (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Board of Teaching rulemaking
authority clarified.

HF2704-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Internal Revenue Code conforming
changes made and deduction of
certain dividends disallowed.

HF2705-Peterson (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
High school student transition plan
implemented for successful pursuit
of postsecondary education and
employment.

HF2706-Atkins (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Certified publicaccountantlicensing
requirements clarified.

HF2707-Mullery (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Juvenile delinquency continuance
period duration extended.

HF2708-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Justice

Conforming change made to provide
for theright of the borrower to obtain
a postponement of a foreclosure sale

HF2710-Hansen (DFL)

Finance

William O’Brien State Park; land
acquisition and funding provided
for state parks.

HF2711-Dittrich (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
School districts required to use
certified mail to notify parents when
their children are suspended from
school.

HF2712-Dittrich (DFL)

Finance

Public school fiber optic infrastruc-
turegrant program funding provided
and grant program established.

HF2713-Peterson (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Probationary period lengthened for
newly hired peace officers in certain
statutory cities.

HF2714-Peterson (DFL)
Finance
Safe schools levy increased.

HF2715-Persell (DFL)

Finance

Bemidji State University and
Northwest Technical College funding
provided.

HF2716-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Single sales apportionment adoption
accelerated.

HF2717-Dittrich (DFL)

Finance

Coon Rapids; Anoka Ramsey
Community College funding
provided.

HF2718-Slawik (DFL)
Finance

HF2720-Mariani (DFL)

Finance

St. Paul; St. Paul Regional Amateur
Sports Facility predesign funding
provided.

HF2721-Sertich (DFL)

Finance

Hibbing; Carey Lake shared use path
funding provided.

HF2722-Koenen (DFL)

Finance

Granite Falls; Minnesota River
pedestrian bridge rehabilitation
funding provided.

HF2723-Koenen (DFL)

Finance

Granite Falls; library and senior
center funding provided.

HF2724-Murphy, M. (DFL)

Finance

Proctor; spur trail funding
provided.

HF2725-Hansen (DFL)

Finance

Capitol campus security upgrades
funding provided.

HF2726-Juhnke (DFL)

Taxes

Designation of family agricultural
revitalization zones authorized,
value-added processing agricultural
products promoted and qualified
farm definition amended.

HF2727-Lieder (DFL)

Finance

Local road improvement program
funding provided.

HF2728-Abeler (R)

Finance

Explosive growth revenue added to
district’s general education revenue.

HF2730-Haws (DFL)

Finance

Active Purple Heartrecipientseligible
for combat wounded vehicle license
plate.

HF2731-Rukavina (DFL)

Finance

Virginia; regional fire-based
emergency medical services facility
funding provided.

HF2732-Anderson, S. (R)
Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Higher education residency
requirements for spouseand children
of deceased veteran eliminated.

HF2733-Murphy, M. (DFL)

Finance
Libraryaccessibilityandimprovement
funding provided.

HF2734-Lenczewski (DFL)

Finance

Bloomington; Cedar Avenue Bridge
replacement funding provided.

HF2735-Haws (DFL)

Finance

St. Cloud; St. Cloud correctional
facility funding for security fence
provided.

HF2736-Dean (R)

Health Care&HumanServicesPolicy
& Oversight

MinnesotaCare coverage and
eligibility criteriamodified for certain

single adults and household without
children.

HF2737-Clark (DFL)

Finance

Hennepin County Medical Center
hyperbaric oxygen chamber funding
provided.

that has a 12-month redemption = Maplewood; regional service center ~ HF2729-Slocum (DFL)
period as is now available for a six- and learning institute funding State & Local Government If you have Internet access, visit the
month redemption period. provided. Operations Reform, Technology Legislature’s Web page at:
& Elections www.leg.mn
HF2709-Norton (DFL) HF2719-Poppe (DFL) Richfield; firefighterlimited response
Civil Justice Finance time residency requirements
Immunity specified for certain Sargeant; Sargeant Community permitted.
entities in the event of an emergency ~ Center funding provided.
or disaster.
Frequently called numbers
Area code 651
House Public Information Services House Index Senate Index
175 State Office Building................... 296-2146 211 Capitol ..eeeceeeececieeccieiccieeeaens 296-6646 110 Capitol ...c.cvvceeeececeeccrrecncnenee 296-2887
Meeting Hotline, House Senate Information Meeting Hotline, Senate
175 State Office Building.................... 296-9283 231 Capitol c.ceeceeerececireccereecreeeaene 296-0504 231 Capitol c.ceeeecererecreiecrereciceenee 296-8088
Chief Clerk of the House Secretary of the Senate
211 Capitol .o 296-2314 231 Capitol c.cceveeeieiiccccccenes 296-2344

Voice mail/order bills......

................... 296-2343
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Come to the Capitol

Directions, Parking, Visiting the Legislature, Tours, Dining

Directions
The State Capitol Complex is north of

Interstate 94, just minutes from downtown

St. Paul. It is accessible from the east and west on

1-94, and from the north and south on Interstate

35E.

e 1-94 eastbound: Exit at Marion Street. Turn
left. Go to Aurora Avenue and turn right.

o 1-94 westbound: Exit at Marion Street. Turn
right. Go to Aurora Avenue and turn right.

e [-35E northbound: Exit at Kellogg Boulevard.
Turn left. Go to John Ireland Boulevard and
turn right.

e 1-35E southbound: Exit at University Avenue.
Turn right. Go to Rice Street and turn left.

Parking

Public metered parking is available in Lot Q,
north of the Capitol at Cedar Streetand Sherburne
Avenue; Lot AA, across Rice Street from the State
Office Building on Aurora Avenue; Lot F, directly
behind the Transportation Building; Lot H, west
of the Veterans Service Building; Lot K, across
from the Armory on Cedar Street (enter from
12th Street); Lot L, east of the Judicial Center;
in the 14th Street Lot at the corner of North
Robert Street and 14th Street; and on the orange
level of the Centennial Office Building Ramp at
Cedar Street and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Boulevard. There are a few metered parking spots
in front of the Capitol along Aurora Avenue.

Capitol Security personnel will issue tickets for
expired meters.

All-day parking permits are available from
Plant Management on the ground floor of
the Administration Building at 50 Sherburne
Ave., north of the Capitol, across University
Avenue. Cash or checks are accepted. For more
information, call 651-201-2307.

Outdoor disability parking is available in most
public lots within the State Capitol Complex.
However, most spots can be found in Lot N and
Lot E Disability parking is also available on the
orange level of the Centennial Office Parking
Ramp and in the 14th Street Lot.

The main disability entrance to the Capitol is
on the northwest side of the building just off Lot
N. There also are drop-off entrances on the south
side under the front steps on the south side and
on the northeast side of the building.

Visiting the Legislature

During session, all House and Senate floor
sessions are open to the public. No pass is required
forspectatorstositin the galleries of either chamber.
The House usually meets at 1 p.m. Monday and
10:30 a.m. Thursday, and the Senate generally
meetsat 11 a.m. Monday and Thursday during the
first few weeks of session. As the session nears the
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end, however, both bodies may meet several times
a week, often into the night.

Visitors interested in observing these sessions
may call House Public Information Services
at 651-296-2146 or Senate Information at
651-296-0504 with questions.

Committee meetings are open to the public,
as well. Visitors wanting to attend a committee
meeting can access committee information
through the Legislature’s Web site at www.leg.mn.
House meeting schedules are available by calling
651-296-9283.

If group members want to meet with their
individuallegislators or testify before a committee,
arrangements should be made at least a week in
advance.

For information on reserving a room for group
conferences, call the State Office Building room
scheduler at 651-296-0306 or the Capitol room
scheduler at 651-296-0866.

Tours

Tours of the Capitol are offered through the
Capitol Historic Site Program of the Minnesota
Historical Society.

Tour guides lead the 45-minute tours on the

hourMonday through Friday between 10a.m.and
2 p.m.; Saturday between 10 a.m.and 3 p.m. (last
tour leaves at 2 p.m.); and Sunday between 1 p.m.
and 4 p.m. (last tour leaves at 3 p.m.). The tours
begin at the Capitol information desk. Brochures
in about 20 foreign languages also are available
there.

Tour rates vary. Generally, 45-minute tours for
drop-in visitors to the Capitol are free of charge.

The society offersanumber of specialized tours
for educational groups ranging from pre-school
students to high school seniors. Also, special
tour events are scheduled throughout the year.
A special events guide is available upon request.

For more information about the tours and fees
or to make a reservation, call the Capitol Historic
Site Program at 651-296-2881.

Dining

Year-round cafeterias can be found on the
ground floor of the Transportation, Centennial
and Stassen buildings, as well as the Judicial
Center.

The Rathskeller in the State Capitol is open
only when the Legislature is in session.
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Session 2010
Number of legislative days in a biennium 120
Number available for this year 62
Legislative days used in 2008, the last bonding year 44
In 2006 46
In 2004 52
Days before constitutional deadline in which members adjourned in 2008...........cooeee. 1
Days from when the Legislature adjourned in 2009 to the first day of the 2010 session...262
Days between the start of session and Election Day, Nov. 2 272
Date by which members must have their work complete May 17
Number of DFL House members 87
Republican House members 47
DFL advantage in 2008 85-48-1
Republican advantage in 2006 68-66
Number of House members running for governor 5

Members who have announced that they are not running
for re-election

3 (Bigham, Kelliher, Seifert)

Bonding request submitted Jan. 15 by Gov. Tim Pawlenty (in millions) ... $815
Millions proposed in general obligation bonding $684.6
Percent of bonding request that are for statewide programs 533
Percent in Greater Minnesota 283
Percent in the Twin Cities metropolitan area 184
Millions in 2008 bonding law $861.6
Amount from general obligation bonds, in millions $717
Millions in 2006 bonding law. $999.98
Amount from general obligation bonds, in millions $948.64
Members in each body that must pass a bonding bill, as percent 60
Percent of each body needed to override any gubernatorial Veto ... 66.67
Based on the November forecast, anticipated state general fund shortfall at the end of the
2010-11 biennium, in billions $1.2
House bills introduced during the 2009 regular session 2,407
Senate bills 2,166
House bills introduced in 2008, the last bonding year 1,704
Senate bills 1,532
House bills introduced on the first day of session 330
In 2008 302
In 2006 515

Sources: House Public Information Services, House Chief Clerk’s Office, Legislative Reference
Library, Office of the Governor, Minnesota Management and Budget.
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651-296-2146 or 800-657-3550.
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mailed to you, subscribe online at: www.
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651-296-2146 or 800-657-3550.

Session Weekly online is available at:
www.house.mn/sessionweekly

Subscribe to Session Daily e-mail
alerts at: www.house.mn/list/join.
asp?listname=sessiondaily.

Check your local listings to watch televi-
sion coverage of House committees, floor
sessions and select press conferences.

To obtain a copy of a bill, call the
Chief Clerk’s Office at 651-296-2314.

To learn about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call the
House Index Office at 651-296-6646.

The House of Representatives can be found on
the Web at: www.house.mn.

People who are deaf and hard of hearing
may ask questions or leave messages by
calling the Minnesota Relay service at 711
or 800-627-3529 (TTY).

Senate Information
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~FIRST READING

Hard times hit home

As one lawmaker joins the ranks of the unemployed, House leaders push jobs proposals

By Nick Busse

all it a sign of the times: the man in charge
of passing employment bills has become an
unemployment statistic.
Rep. Tim Mahoney (DFL-St. Paul), who chairs
the House division that focuses on workforce
development, lost his job as a pipefitter last fall.

“Typically, I work right up until session
starts,” Mahoney said. “This year, I believe
it was Oct. 1 that my last construction job
was.”

It’s a common story for Minnesotans
who work in construction. The industry
has been especially hard hit by the so-called
“Great Recession” that has left nearly 218,000
Minnesotans looking for work.

Mahoney has his salary asa House member
to fall back on; still, he said his experience has
been “difficult and interesting.”

“Any time you lose an income for four
months, it’s quite a pinch,” he said.

He isn’t the only one feeling the pinch.
This year, lawmakers from both parties have
put jobs and the economy at the top of their
legislative agendas.

Speakingata Feb. 4 press conference, House
Speaker Margaret Anderson Kelliher (DFL-
Mpls) laid out the DFL majority’s three-part
“jobs agenda”: a major capital investment
package; a “10-point plan” of business tax
incentives; and an economic development
reform bill.

“We believe it’s very important to do all that
we can at the state level to put people back to
work,” she said.

Kelliher pledged quick action by the Legis-
lature on the capital investment bill, and said
Gov. Tim Pawlenty has committed to work
with legislative leaders in a bipartisan way to
sign a bonding bill early in the session.

“We’re going to take the governor at his
word, that he’s going to work with us,” she
said.

FEBRUARY 12, 2010

Three bills, many strategies

During the interim, members of a special
bipartisan House Jobs Task Force called on
the expertise of economists, small business
owners and community leaders to discuss ways
to reduce unemployment. A list of 41 different

“legislative options for creating jobs,” resulted,
ranging from direct spending programs to tax
credits to regulatory reforms.

Many of these ideas have now been
incorporated into the three-part plan. The
bonding bill, HF2700, sponsored by Rep.
Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul), contains
nearly $1 billion in funding for “shovel-
ready” construction projects — something
State Economist Tom Stinson said is likely
lawmakers’ best bet at creating jobs in the
short-term.

A floor vote on that bill might come as
early as Feb. 15. Though Pawlenty supports a
bonding bill, he has called for a much smaller
package of $685 million in general obligation

First Reading continued on page 4

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Rep.Tim Mahoney stands outside the Pipefitters Local 455 union hall in St. Paul. Mahoney, a pipefitter
when the Legislature is not in session, lost his job last fall.
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First Reading continued from page 3

bonding. He has the option to trim a bonding
bill down using line-item vetoes; however, he
has publicly threatened to veto the entire bill
if he thinks it is too large.

Rep. Ann Lenczewski (DFL-Bloomington),
House Taxes Committee chairwoman, said the
tax part of the plan will likely include an angel
investor credit that has bipartisan support, as
well as a historic building rehabilitation credit
and an expansion of tax increment financing
for local development projects.

The third bill, which has yet to take shape,
will be sponsored by Rep. Tom Rukavina
(DFL-Virginia), chairman of the House High-
er Education and Workforce Development
Finance and Policy Division, and will likely
include a wage subsidy program similar to
one being proffered on the federal level by U.S.
Sen. Al Franken. Minnesota used a similar
program in the 1980s that paid employers to
hire new workers, and Rukavina thinks it can
work again. The problem, he said, is cost.

“I tried passing it last year, but of course
last year there was no

Minnesota's Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate
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businesses. We’ve had countless businesses

tell us this, time and time again,” she said.
While she appreciates the DFL’s focus on
jobs, Anderson said

money. And there’s
no money this year,
to be quite frank. It’s
hard to find money,”
Rukavina said.

With thatin mind,
he’s also looking at
a number of other
economic devel-
opment reforms,

“We believe it’s very
important to do all that we
can at the state level to put

people back to work.”

Margaret Anderson Kelliher

there needs to be a
greater focus on the
needs of business
owners, whom she
argues are the only
true source of long-
term job growth for
the state.
“Government

can’t create jobs,

— House Speaker

(DFL-Mpls)

such as loans for
manufacturers for purchasing new equip-
ment, converting municipal power plants
to wood-burning

only the private
sector can create jobs,” she said.
Rep. Keith Downey (R-Edina) agrees.
“We’re going

facilities and stor-
ing state money in
community banks
instead of large-scale
institutions.

Opposing views

“Government can’t create
jobs, only the private sector

can create jobs.”
— Rep. Sarah Anderson

to hear two sets of
proposals that really
show the difference
between the DFL
strategy of a state
version of a stimulus
package ... versus

(R-Plymouth)

Members of the
House Republican minority tried to get a
head start on their own plans to grow jobs
in the state. On Feb. 8, Rep. Mark Buesgens
(R-Jordan) made a motion to suspend the
rules so that the House could vote on a bill
to eliminate Minnesota’s corporate franchise
tax. The motion failed 81-46.

Rep. Sarah Anderson (R-Plymouth), the
House’s lead Republican on workforce devel-
opment, said Minnesota’s tax and regulatory
environment is pushing employers across the
border to Wisconsin and other states in search
of a more hospitable environment.

“We are an unfriendly environment to

4 Session Weekly

our Republican
minority packages,
which are going to focus on the private sector,”
he said.

For the moment, Minnesotans looking for
jobs can do little else but wait. As of December,
the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate
stood at 7.4 percent — down from its peak of
8.4 percentin June, but still higher than atany
other time since the early 1980s.

Moreover, the state’s labor market appears
to be headed for a sluggish recovery. At the
release of the state’s most recent budget
forecast in December, State Economist Tom
Stinson said total employment in the state may

not return to pre-recession levels for several
more years, and workers’ wages are declining
in the meantime.

As for Mahoney, he hopes to find work after
session ends, but said he may have to leave the
state to find it. He hasn’t had to travel to find
work in 20 years, but he’ll go this summer if he
has to — anyplace there’s a new pipeline, water
treatment plant or refinery being built, he said.

“Wherever it is, if I want to work, I might
have to travel there,” Mahoney said adding,
“That will be interesting if 'm trying to run
a re-election campaign at the same time.”

At a glance: the House jobs plan

1. Bonding bill (HF2700)

Sponsored by Rep. Alice Hausman

- Nearly $1 billion in capital investment
funding

- Focus on “shovel-ready” construction
projects

- To be passed and enacted early in session

2. Tax credit bill

Sponsored by Rep. Ann Lenczewski

- Tax credits for angel investing, historic
rehabilitation projects

« Expanded use of TIF districts for local
development

- Focus on high-tech and green jobs

3. Economic development bill

Sponsored by Rep. Tom Rukavina

- Wage subsidy would pay employers to hire
new workers

« Revenue bonds to help manufacturers buy
new equipment

- Converting municipal power plants to burn
wood

FEBRUARY 12, 2010



~ HIGHLIGHTS

Editor’s note: The following Highlights are
coverage of select bills heard in House commit-
tees and other House activities held Feb. 4-11.
Designations used in Highlight summaries:
HF-House File; SF-Senate File; Ch-Chapter; and
*- the bill version considered by the House or
the bill language signed by the governor.

| BUDGET

Bonding might complicate cash flow

State budget officials said the drive to get
bonding projects moving quickly this year
might add to the state’s looming cash flow
shortages.

Enactment of abondingbill early during the
legislative session could have a “debilitating
effect on the state’s cash flow position,” said
Katherine Kardell, assistant commissioner for
treasury and debt management at Minnesota
Management and Budget.

Kardell spoke at a joint hearing of the House
Finance and the House Ways and Means
committees Feb. 8. No action was taken.

She explained that the state can’t sell
bonds without fully disclosing its financial
condition, which is hard to do during session
because legislative actions can impact the
state’s finances.

Because the state doesn’t typically sell bonds
during session, she said funding new projects
might require the state to borrow from the
General Fund. The state is already facing cash
flow shortages because of lower-than-expected
tax revenues, and though the General Fund
would be paid back once the bonds were sold,
the short-term effect would be to exacerbate
the cash flow problem, she said.

“If projects are truly ready to go at the
drop-of-a-hat, then we have a situation where
we need to take that money from the General
Fund,” she said.

Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul), chair-
woman of the House Capital Investment
Finance Division and sponsor of the House
capital investment bill (HF2700), questioned
whether selling bonds during session would
actually be a problem. She noted that such a
sale occurred last January.

“Just last year we did it — during a very
difficult session, when it was very unclear
where our budget was going — and it was a
very successful bond sale,” Hausman said.

Kardell acknowledged that the state did
have a bond sale Jan. 13, 2009, but said it was
an “extraordinary event.”

FEBRUARY 12, 2010

State Economist Tom Stinson has said that
spending bonding dollars as soon as possible
might help stimulate the economy and create
new jobs. House and Senate DFL leaders have
stated that quick passage of abondingbill is a
priority for the session.

— N. Busse

| CONSUNMERS

A hand up from poverty

A hand up — not a handout — is the goal
of an anti-poverty bill that won approval from
a House division.

Rep. Morrie Lanning (R-Moorhead)
sponsors HF2062, which would establish
a “Ladder Out of Poverty Task Force” to
help Minnesotans who are struggling
economically.

Specifically, the task force would make recom-
mendations to the Legislature on policies that
would increase Minnesotans’ financial literacy,
ban predatory lending practices and encourage
the accumulation of personal wealth. The task
force would sunset on June 1, 2012.

According to Lanning, the bill is shaped by
the key findings of the Legislative Commission
to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020’s final
report. The commission, of which Lanning
was a member, studied poverty in the state
for more than a year and a half before issuing
its findings.

“Let’s not let the commission report sit on
the shelf and collect dust and have nothing
come of it,” Lanning said.

The bill would leverage the existing Family
Assets for Independence in Minnesota
program, which helps Minnesotans gain
financial self-sufficiency through education
and matched savings programs. FAIM is run
by local community action partnerships.

Kim Shaff, FAIM program coordinator for
Community Action Partnership of Ramsey
and Washington Counties, said the FAIM
program stresses education and one-on-
one coaching to help people address their
“financial barriers.”

“Thisis where theylearn how to save, address
and reduce debt, understand the importance
of fixing and protecting their credit, as well as
becoming conscious consumers,” Shaff said.

Patricia Olson, program leader for the
University of Minnesota Extension, testified in
favor of the bill, emphasizing the importance of
financial education. She cited a national study
that shows greater financial knowledge leads
to better cash flow and credit management for
families.

Fesruary 4 - 11, 2010

“The complexities of making financial
decisions to spend beyond what you make are
now the crux of what people are challenged
with today,” Olson said.

The House Labor and Consumer Protection
Division approved the bill, which now goes to
the House Commerce and Labor Committee.
Sen. Michael Jungbauer (R-East Bethel)
sponsors the companion, SF1770, which
awaits action by the Senate State and Local
Government Operations and Oversight
Committee.

— N. Busse

| CRIME

A felony for skimming

Going to a restaurant, grabbing a drink at
Happy Hour or even getting cash at the local
ATM could make people more vulnerable to
identity theft.

Because technology changes, so must the
criminal code.

Sponsored by Rep. Debra Hilstrom (DFL-
Brooklyn Center), HF2470 would make it a
felony for someone to use a scanning device
or reencoder to acquire information from
payment cards, a driver’s license or state-
issued identification card with intent to
commit a crime.

“This is getting to be a very serious issue. ...
We need to allow folks to prosecute for having
this material,” she said.

Approved Feb. 9 by the House Public Safety
Policy and Oversight Committee, the bill was
referred to the House Finance Committee. A
companion, SF2493, sponsored by Sen. Mee
Moua (DFL-St. Paul), awaits action by the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

“Skimmers are devices that record credit
card information off the magnetic strip on
the card,” said Assistant Attorney General
Al Zdrazil. “What makes them particularly
insidious is that they are very small. A
handheld skimmer is about the size of a Bic
lighter, so it is very easy for somebody who is
working in the food or hospitality industry to
palm one, and even while they are talking to
you at the table they can simply run the strip
through the skimmer and you’re not even
aware of it.”

Another common device gets someone’s
information at a cash machine.

“Itis designed to look exactly like the outlet
of the ATM, except it’s now about a quarter of
an inch thicker,” Zdrazil said. “If you aren’t
really paying attention you don’t know that
as you put your cash card or your credit card
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into the ATM, not only is the ATM reading it,
but the skimmer is also reading it.”

With the information, criminals will
frequently make a new credit card. In one
Minnesota instance, the skimmer used
illegally made credit cards to purchase gift
cards they can use.

Zdrazil said 30 other states have comparable
legislation.

— M. Cook

| EDUCATION

‘Sprint for the Money’

It’s a rare day when conservative advocacy
group EdWatch and Education Minnesota, the
state teachers’ union, see eye to eye, but on Feb.
9 representatives of each organization shared
similar concerns about the state’s application
for federal Race to the Top funds with the
House K-12 Education Policy and Oversight
Committee.

Race to the Top (RTTT) is a competitive
incentive grant that’s part of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Min-
nesota is one of 40 states that has submitted
an application for a share of $4.35 billion.
RTTT isintended to promote reform of poor-
performing schools, recruitment and training
of new teachers, and promotion of “common
core” academic standards. To date, 415 school
districts and charter schools have signed the
application that could bring $330 million to
the state’s education coffers.

Critics of RTTT fear the loss of local control
over education policy, and believe districts are
so desperate for extra funds they’ll agree to
proposals based on federal criteria that don’t
always match up with state and local policies.
One school principal dubbed Race to the Top
“sprint for the money,” said Roger Aronson,
who represents two statewide principals’ as-
sociations.

It’s not worth the “paltry sum of money
from the federal government for what is a
huge loss of state sovereignty and legislative
control,” said Karen Effrem, EdWatch director
of government relations.

Lawmakers should scrutinize the RTTT
proposals to make sure they reflect the intent
of Minnesota’s carefully crafted education
law, agreed Jan Alswager, chief lobbyist
at Education Minnesota, especially in the
areas of teacher evaluation, licensure and
professional development.

Committee Chairman Rep. Carlos Mariani
(DFL-St. Paul) said he appreciates the federal
“challenge” to reform schools and maintain
standards, “but I'm also a very parochial,
jealous state legislator who feels very strongly
that Minnesota education policy should

3%
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be determined by Minnesotans, first and
foremost.”

— K. BERGGREN

| EMPLOYMENT

Unemployment insurance troubles

Confusing application forms, unfair
benefits and a frustrating appeals process
were some of the complaints leveled against
the state’s unemployment insurance system
to a House division.

In addition to taking public testimony,
members of the House Higher Education and
Workforce Development Finance and Policy
Division also aired some of their own concerns
about UI benefits Feb. 9. No action was taken.

“Our office has been getting a number
of calls from all over — and I know other
legislators have been getting calls,” said Rep.
Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia), division
chairman.

Paul Marfiz,a commercial painter, described
a Ul system that penalizes workers for taking
work when they can get it. He said his benefits
dropped from $566 a week to $377 a week
because he took occasional painting jobs.
Had he not worked, a federal unemployment
extension would have provided him with more
benefits.

“At $377, it’s tough to make the bills. And
if I work less this year, it’s going to go down
even more. So my hands are tied. I don’t know
what else to do,” Marfiz said.

Meanwhile, a group of flight attendants
for Northwest Airlines (recently merged with
Delta) on a special program that allows them

to collect UI benefits while on voluntary
furloughs described some of their own
problems with the system.

Laurie Gandrud, a council representative
for the Association of Flight Attendants,
said some flight attendants in the program
were forced to go through the full UT appeals
process after simple mistakes like checking
a wrong box caused their applications to be
denied.

“It might have been easier and less expensive
if the applicants could have just corrected
their mistakes,” she said.

Lee Nelson, director of legal affairs for
the state’s UI program, said the amount
of UI benefits received by an applicant has
been determined the same way since 1936,
and is defined by federal law. As to the
flight attendants’ complaints, he said the
appeals process is necessary because it forces
applicants to prove their case with sworn
testimony and documented evidence.

— N. Busse

| ENVIRONMENT

LCCMR projects approved

The Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources receives annual funding
from state lottery sales that is distributed
to grantees for environmental projects.
Commission recommendations form the basis
of abill after requests for proposals are vetted
through hours of hearings and peer review.

HF2624, sponsored by Rep. Jean Wagenius
(DFL-Mpls), would appropriate $26 million
this biennium, primarily from the lottery’s

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Dawn Shea, front, a Northwest Airlines cabin attendant, tells of her experience applying for un-
employment during a Feb. 9 hearing of the House Higher Education and Workforce Development
Finance and Policy Division. Other airline employees who testified are, background from left, Laurie

Gandrud, Mike Ewald and Amy Lusty.
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Environment and Natural Resources Trust
Fund. The House Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division approved the bill
Feb. 11 and referred it to the House Finance
Committee. A companion bill, SF2462,
sponsored by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul), is scheduled to be heard Feb. 16 by the
Senate Environment, Energy and Natural
Resources Budget Division.

Eighty-five finalists totaling $168 million
in projects vied for the trust funds. Of
those, 48 projects totaling $26 million were
recommended for inclusion in the bill. They
include geological studies, wetland and
prairie preservation and restoration, birding
publications, wildlife habitat research, land
acquisition for parks, invasive species projects
and environmental education programs.

Projects cross both rural and urban
landscapes, as well as cultural differences.
For example, $155,000 is earmarked to advise
Hmong families about fish consumption
recommendations. The connection between
climate change and its impact on the ecosystem
would be studied through an agreement with
the Will Steger Foundation and a $250,000
grant.

Rep. Denny McNamara (R-Hastings)
offered an amendment to the bill, which he
later withdrew, because he feels the LCCMR
should hold back a percentage of its spending
authority for emergencies. He pointed to last
year when funding proposals were due May
1. Just days later, the state’s first emerald
ash borer was discovered, leaving legislators
scrambling to find emergency funding to
combat the invasive species.

Wagenius said $6 million has been requested
in other bills, including $3 million in the
pending bonding bill, to combat emerald
ash borer and to protect the state’s black ash
trees.

—S. HEGARTY

| FAMILY.

ARRA funds supporting families

Federal American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 funds are creating
jobs in the early learning sector — many
of them full-time, with benefits — while
adding services for about 700 of Minnesota’s
most at-risk families. The remarks came
from Gayle Kelly, Minnesota Head Start
Association executive director, speaking
before the House Early Childhood Finance
and Policy Division Feb. 9.

Minnesota received $26.1 million in
ARRA appropriations designated for child
care assistance subsidies and a sliding fee
program, quality improvements such as the
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Parent Aware pilot rating system and training
and resources for caregivers. The money
must be spent by Sept. 30, 2010. Of the total,
$15.7 million is for quality improvements
and expansion of Head Start and Early Head
Start programs, said Kelly, who estimated
ARRA funds would generate 163 new Head
Start jobs. Three tribal Head Start programs
have received funding apart from the state
appropriation.

Beyond the numbers are vulnerable
children and struggling parents.

Kraig Gratke described the fund’s impact
on programs he runs as Early Head Start
manager with Tri-County Community
Action, which serves Morrison, Todd and
Crow Wing counties.

Of the young parents Gratke’s agency serves,
85 percent experience postpartum or prenatal
depression, 70 percent “have drug use of some
type,” 50 percent have been sexually assaulted
and 50 percent are technically homeless, he
said.

“What we’re seeing in our families with our
children coming out of these homes, there’s
a lot of attachment and bonding issues,”
Gratke said. “There’s a lot of people yelling.
There’s alot of negative stuff going on in these
environments.”

With ARRA grants, Tri-County’s Early
Head Start will add 64 new spaces to the 130
that exist, and 19 new teachers will serve
babies and parents with child care including
two new centers, home visits nearly once a
week and parent support groups, including
one for teenage fathers.

“Here at the Legislature, we don’t always get
a slice of reality, and that was one of them,”
said Rep. Nora Slawik (DFL-Maplewood),
chairwoman of the House Early Childhood
Finance and Policy Division.

— K. BERGGREN

| HEALTH

COBRA subsidy extension approved

Lawmakers are considering extending
a state subsidy program that helps some
unemployed workers keep their health care
coverage.

The subsidy helps laid-off workers pay
private health care premiums for federal
COBRA coverage, thereby keeping them off
state programs, said Rep. Paul Thissen (DFL-
Mpls). He sponsors HF2562, which would
update Minnesota law to reflect COBRA
changes enacted by Congress late last year.

Approved Feb. 9 by the House Health Care
and Human Services Policy and Oversight
Committee, the bill now awaits action by
the House Health Care and Human Services

Finance Division

The federal legislation extends a 65 percent
premium subsidy to eligible workers who lose
their jobs before Feb. 28, 2010. It also extends
the time period that workers can receive the
subsidy to 15 months.

Thissen would like Minnesota to make
similar changes to the 35 percent premium
subsidy it offers some residents with COBRA
coverage. His bill would extend the availability
of the state subsidy through May 2011 and
allow funds appropriated in fiscal year 2010
to carry over into fiscal year 2011.

For laid-off workers, the loss of health
care coverage can be worse than the loss of
income, said Mike Goldman, labor liaison to
the Minnesota Dislocated Worker Program.
These workers and their families face the
challenge of paying for health care on top of
other expenses like mortgage payments and
putting food on the table, he said.

“The loss of the state subsidy is going to be
a crucial breaking point for many families,”
he said.

The Department of Human Services has
approved approximately 1,700 Minnesota
households for the state premium subsidy.
Goldman said it is a resource available to some
unemployed workers, but not to all.

A companion bill, HF2335, sponsored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the Senate Health and Human Services
Budget Division.

— L. Rabomski

| HOUSING

Foreclosure moratorium gets OK

A two-year moratorium on residential
foreclosures could give struggling homeowners
a better shot at keeping their property.

Rep. Jeff Hayden (DFL-Mpls) sponsors
HF2604, which would allow people facing
foreclosure to stay in their homes as they
attempt to negotiate with lenders. Hayden said
the legislation is targeted at Minnesotans hit
hard by the subprime loan crisis.

“Now, because of that process and the
continuing destabilization of the economy,
people are now losing their jobs and are unable
to make the payments,” he said.

Another part of the bill offers protection to
renters living in a building under foreclosure.
Landlords would need to inform renters of
continued utility services and new owners
would need to offer fair market rent to existing
tenants.

Hayden’s bill is unpopular with some banks
and other financial institutions that see the
legislation as interfering with private contracts
between lenders and borrowers. There’s
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also a concern that efforts to underwrite
outstanding loans would dry up credit.

That could be especially harmful to small,
family-owned banks that already work
closely with borrowers, said David Skilbred,
vice president of government relations
for Independent Community Bankers of
Minnesota.

“They are available to their customers in
all situations and foreclosure is an absolute
last resort in any time, but especially in these
times,” he said.

The House Housing Finance and Policy and
Public Health Finance Division approved the
bill Feb. 9 and sent it to the House Commerce
and Labor Committee. Some members
said they believed the group did not have
adequate time to discuss the legislation, and
an amendment to forward the bill without a
recommendation was approved by a 7-5 roll-
call vote.

Hayden pledged to work with those in the
banking and real estate industries as the bill
moves forward.

“This bill has along ways to go yet. ... There
is still a lot of room for negotiation,” he said.

A companion, SF2242, sponsored by Sen. D.
Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls), awaits action by the
Senate Health, Housing and Family Security
Committee.

— L. Rapowmski

| LAW

Eminent domain law under review

Portions of a 2006 law that gives public
service corporations, including utilities, the
ability to take private property through a
“quick take” process could be repealed.

The House Energy Finance and Policy
Division heard testimony Feb. 8 for HF1182,
sponsored by Rep. David Bly (DFL-Northfield).
The bill was laid over so members could
digest last-minute amendments. Action is
expected at the division’s Feb. 15 meeting. A
companion bill, SF1112, sponsored by Sen.
Kevin Dahle (DFL-Northfield), awaits action
by the Senate Energy, Utilities, Technology
and Communications Committee.

The bill would strike language that exempts
public service corporations from several
eminent domain policies, such as paying for
appraisals and attorney fees.

Property owners began raising concerns
when they learned that they could be affected
by the proposed installation of either a high-
voltage electrical transmission line or an
underground crude oil pipeline. Complaints
include lower than expected purchase
settlements and the lack of reimbursement
for ongoing personal and professional losses
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due to the condemnations.

Phillip Krass represents several property own-
ers who are at risk of the quick take provision. Of
the 1,100 property owners involved in the Flint
Hills Resources pipeline project, 850 agreed to
an early settlement while 250 went through the
process of hearings and negotiations. Those
who reached a settlement or a court-awarded
amount received between 26 percent and 1,133
percent more than the initial quick take offers,
Krass said.

Real estate appraiser John Schmick said the
$1,500 to $3,000 reimbursement written into
law is too low to cover actual appraisal costs.
One homeowner complained that he had to
wait three years to be reimbursed.

CraigJohnson, intergovernmental relations
representative for the League of Minnesota
Cities, said a repeal could have unintended
consequences and dramatically affect the
viability of utility improvement projects by
driving up costs, ultimately resulting in higher
rates for all.

— S. HeGArTY
[ GOVERNMENT

Update sought of 1941 use deed law

A nearly 70-year-old state law concerning
tax-forfeited property needs a facelift.

The proposed use deed reform law, HF1395,
sponsored by Rep. Joe Mullery (DFL-Mpls),
would update a statute first enacted in 1941
and clarify how such land should be sold or
transferred to cities or counties for public
use.

Theissuehasbeen “troubling us foranumber
of years,” said Jason Nord, the Department of
Revenue program administrator who oversees
deed issuance and compliance with the law.

“There are all types of tax-forfeited land
parcels, anything from small sliver parcels
that are hardly worth anything to very
valuable lands in very prominent locations.”
Nord spoke at a Feb. 8 joint hearing of the
House Civil Justice Committee and the House
Local Government Division. No action was
taken.

The law contains a tricky reverter clause
allowing land parcels found to be out of
compliance with the terms of a public use
deed after three years to be conveyed back
to the state for sale or other use. Because the
terms “public use,” “public purpose” and
“park” are vague, disputes over compliance
have resulted in lawsuits. Because there is an
option to withhold a parcel from sale that
may be continually renewed, land that could
otherwise be sold may be held in limbo for
years.

Nord said the department hopes to uphold

the law’s original intent to allow local units
of government to create and preserve places
of public enjoyment, and that providing
such spaces was a public benefit offsetting
lost receipts from selling the land at market
value.

The bill would clarify conveyance
procedures, define more clearly what is meant
by “public use,” “public purpose” and “parks,”
and provide options for local governments to
move tax-forfeited properties into appropriate
use, including market-rate development,
wetland preservation, correction of blight and
development of affordable housing. It would
create a 30-year expiration on the reverter,
but not until after 2015 in order to allow for
possible compliance reviews of older deeds.

A companion bill, SF1126, sponsored by
Sen. Mee Moua (DFL-St. Paul), awaits action
by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

— K. BERGGREN

| TAXES

Tax relief for Haitian help

People donating financially to organizations
providing earthquake relief in Haiti can
choose to claim the charitable contribution on
their 2009 itemized federal tax return, rather
than the 2010 return.

HF2763, sponsored by Rep. Ann Lenczewski
(DFL-Bloomington), would allow the same
accelerated deduction on the state return.

Approved Feb. 8 by the House Taxes
Committee, the bill now moves to the House
Ways and Means Committee. A companion,
SF2352, sponsored by Sen. Tom Bakk (DFL-
Cook), awaits action by the Senate Taxes
Committee.

The federal special tax relief provision
was enacted Jan. 22, to make deductible
monetary contributions to qualifying
charitable organizations that are assisting
with relief efforts in Haiti following the Jan.
12 earthquake.

Only cash contributions made to qualifying
charities between Jan. 12, 2010, and Feb. 28,
2010, are eligible for the federal deduction,
according to Internal Revenue Service
regulations. This includes contributions
made by text message, check, credit card
or debit card. On its Web site, the IRS
provides a database of qualifying charities.
Some organizations, such as churches or
government agencies, may qualify but are not
yet listed on the site.

— L. ScHutz

If you have Internet access, visit the Legislature’s
Web page at: www.leg.mn
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VETERANS MESSAGE

on the Hill, Feb. 9.

Paul Sample, center, a U.S. Army veteran and a member of the Disabled American Veterans, Chapter 18, in Carlton County, wears his
message on his shirt, “We Fought For Your Rights, Now You Fight For Ours.” He listens to legislator introductions during Veterans Day

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

| TRANSPORTATION

Bicyclists could proceed on red

A 2003 law omission could be rectified
much to the delight of those who prefer pedal
power.

Sponsored by Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-
Mpls), HF2616 would allow a bicyclist to
enter or cross an intersection against a red
light under certain conditions, including the
light showing red for an unreasonable amount
of time; the bicyclist is unable to trigger the
signal to change to green and no other vehicle
or person is approaching that could pose a
hazard.

“This just gives bicycles the same things that
motorcycles have had for the last seven years,”
Kahn said.

Approved Feb. 9 by the House Public
Safety Policy and Oversight Committee, the
bill heads to the House floor. A companion,
SF2453, sponsored by Sen. Jim Carlson
(DFL-Eagan), awaits action by the Senate
Transportation Committee.
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Kahn said bicycles were included in a
2003 House bill allowing this provision for
motorcyclists, but a conference committee
removed the bicycle language.

“We emphasize following traffic regulations
and stopping at stop signs,” said Dorian
Grilley, executive director of the Bicycle
Alliance of Minnesota. “To that end, we’ve
identified this problem that well-educated
cyclists following the rules of the road often
encounter, and, like motorcycles, we are often
in a situation where we are unable to trip a
traffic signal to turn from red to green.”

Without the change, Grilley said the
possibility exists of bicyclists clogging
intersections and inconveniencing other
drivers behind them.

Many times while in a left-turn lane, Grilley
said he has moved his bicycle into a crosswalk
so a vehicle behind him could come up closer
and trip the signal sensor so they could both
turn on a green arrow.

“There will be more and more experienced
bicyclists — if we have our way — that follow
the rules of the road and use turn lanes and

signalized intersections. Making this simple
change would improve conditions for all
vehicle drivers.”

— M. Cook
Frequently called numbers
Area code 651
House Public Information Services
175 State Office Building...........ccc........ 296-2146
Meeting Hotline, House
175 State Office Building 296-9283
Chief Clerk of the House
211 Capitol 296-2314
House Index
211 Capitol 296-6646
Senate Information
231 Capitol 296-0504
Secretary of the Senate
231 Capitol 296-2344
Voice mail/order bills 296-2343
Senate Index
110 Capitol 296-2887
Meeting Hotline, Senate
231 Capitol 296-8088
To find out who represents you at the Capitol ...
Call House Public Information Services
at 651-296-2146 or 800-657-3550
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AT ISSUE:

Cash flow conundrum

Projected cash shortages will require delicate balancing act

By Nick Busse

ash flow, an issue typically left in the hands
of Minnesota Management and Budget, has
emerged asa topicof concern for the Legislature
this year. Lower-than-expected tax receipts caused by
therecession have dried up the state’s cash reserves,
forcing state budget officials to get creative to avoid

a shortfall.

Over the last two years, MMB officials
have been moving money around between
different state accounts, using what’s called
“inter-fund borrowing” to keep the state
budget afloat. Now, they’re preparing to use
more dramatic methods, delaying payments
to school districts or even borrowing money
from banks in order to keep paying the state’s
bills.

:'F State Budget Director James Schowalter said

k rz? . the issue of cash flow is separate from — but

'{\; _f?:??; . related to— the state’s biennial budget
80

"‘Q {? N problems.

10 Session Weekly

“Right now, what we’re talking about is, on
a day-to-day basis, do we have the cash in the
bank?” he said.

Schowalter discussed the problem at a joint
meeting of the House Finance and

Ways and Means committees Feb.
8. He said eveniflawmakersreach
a deal with Gov. Tim Pawlenty
to close the L '!& current biennium’s
$1.2 » “_ billion budget

the state will
face cash

"r.l_h'i NI
: A

gap,
still

flow shortages beginning this spring, and
probably again in the fall.

Schowalter said MMB is preparing a
number of possible solutions to the problem,
and is closely monitoring the daily ebb and
flow of money in state accounts. Still, he
said the state’s cash flow isn’t always fully
predictable.

“We’re trying to deal with a number
of different risks and make sure that the
Legislature, the governor and the state
generally have options, no matter what
comes,” Schowalter said.

A growing problem

For those who’ve never heard the term “cash
flow,” here’s how it works.

Every two years, lawmakers enact a biennial
state budget. The state constitution requires
that the budget be balanced, meaning
that spending is less than or equal to tax
revenues.

However, expenditures and revenues aren’t
always timed conveniently; some months, the
state has big bills to pay but not much revenue
coming in, while other times the opposite is
true. The term “cash flow” simply refers to the
movement of money into and out of state
accounts to cover the state’s
day-to-day expen-
ditures.

A ROy
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Cash flow shortages in the state’s General
Fund can occur even when the budget is
technically balanced. When that happens,
MMB can transfer money into the General
Fund from other state accounts and pay it
back later.

“Thatis not an unusual situation — though
it is unusual the extent to which the commis-
sioner is using it now,” Schowalter said.

The problem is that this year, the projected
cash flow shortages are so large that inter-
fund borrowing (to the tune of $945 million
already in this fiscal year) won’t be enough
to manage it.

As of April, the state’s General Fund is
projected to be $143 million in the negative
— far less than the $400 million cushion
MMB says is needed at any given time. To
deal with the problem, MMB plans to delay a
number of payments in March and April: $423
million to K-12 school districts; $52 million to
the University of Minnesota; and about $60
million in corporate and sales tax refunds.

Under the plan, the delayed payments
would be fully reinstated by June, after income
tax receipts refill state coffers. Additionally,
school districts with cash reserves ofless than
$700 per pupil would not see any payment
delays. Still, many lawmakers are critical of
the idea.

“It’s not just robbing from schools; it’s
slapping them in the face for being fiscally
responsible,” Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-
Roseville), chairwoman of the House K-12

Education Finance Division, said at a Jan.

13 joint legislative hearing.

The last resort

Schowalter and other MMB
officials say there’s not much of a
choice, however. In fact, state law
requires that school districts’ cash
balances be drawn down even
more — all the way to $350 per
pupil — before the state can
move on to its next option:

borrowing.

If Minnesota has to borrow
money to pay its bills later this
year, it won’t be the first time.
During the last major economic
crisis in the early 1980s, the
state resorted to short-term
borrowing several times: $150
million in 1981, $360 million in
1982, $950 million in 1983 and
$200 million in 1984.

e

o ﬂ._,_ﬁ'b |
f

ey
{

87 £ Katherine Kardell, MMB’s
?{& - assistant commissioner for treasury
2 and debt management, said the state

is preparing to borrow up to $600 million to
cover possible cash shortages in the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2010.

This borrowing would likely take the form
of either a line of credit or “certificates of
indebtedness” — basically short-term loans
to the state. MMB recently sent out a request
for proposals from any interested financial
institutions, and responses are due Feb. 18.

Any money the state borrows would have to
be paid back by the end of the biennium, and
would be backed by the full faith and credit
of the state — essentially, a promise to levy a
statewide property tax in case the state doesn’t
have the money to repay the loans.

GEMNERAL FUND
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Source: “Cash Flow Report,” Jan. 2010,
Minnesota Management and Budget

That notion leaves some legislators feeling
uncomfortable.

Rep. Lyndon Carlson (DFL-Crystal),
Finance Committee chairman, asked
Schowalter whether the state might not be
creating a problem for the next governor.
He noted that Pawlenty will be leaving office
before the principal on the loans would be
due.

“What would happen if there wasn’t enough
cash in the bank at the end of the biennium
to make that payment?” he asked.

“I am fairly confident that we’ve got a plan
to start to manage those risks,” Schowalter
replied. e

General Fund borrowing from other state funds
Fiscal Year Amount Borrowed
($ in millions)

2001 0

2002 0

2003 850

2004 200

2005 525

2006 400

2007 0

2008 125

2009 950
2010YTD 945

Source: Minnesota Management and Budget
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AT ISSUE:Capitalinvestment

A nearly billion-dollar battle?

Bonding bill set for floor vote; governor issues another warning

By Mike Cook

heanticipated late-February capitalinvestment
bill showdown between the Legislature and

Gov. Tim Pawlenty is still on track.
Approved Feb. 11 by the House Ways and Means
Committee, HF2700 is expected to be on the House

floor Feb. 15.

Sponsored by Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-
St. Paul), the bill calls for $999.8 million in
general obligation bonding.

“This bill is one bright spot in a gloomy
economy, one little thing we can take advantage
of. Interest rates are low and construction bids
are coming in one-third or more lower than
projected, meaning the taxpayer dollar can go
much further this month if we don’t delay,”
Hausman told the House Capital Investment
Finance Division Feb. 9. She added that much
of the money triggers federal, local and private
matches.

A companion, SF2360, sponsored by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), was passed
52-14 by the Senate Feb. 9. It calls for $999.96
million in general obligation bonding.

However, both are about $314 million more
than proposed by Gov. Tim Pawlenty, who,
on numerous occasions, has reiterated his
preference for a smaller bill in tough economic
times.

In a Feb. 9letter to Hausman and Langseth,
Pawlenty called the House and Senate bills
“unaffordable, irresponsible, and filled with
local projects,” and again threatened to veto
the entire package, rather than line-item veto
projects he does not support.

“Minnesota Management and Budget
calculated a debt planning estimate of
approximately $725 million in general
obligation bonding capacity for the 2010
bonding bill,” Pawlenty wrote. “In light of the
state’s structural deficit, this additional fiscal
burden is clearly unwise.”

Supporters note the bill is well within new
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debt service guidelines set forth by MMB.

Nonetheless, Rep. Mark Buesgens
(R-Jordan), at the Feb. 10 House Finance
Committee meeting, encouraged Hausman to
involve the governor’s office as the bill moves
forward to create a bill that can be signed. He
also said legislators’ priorities are misplaced,
saying the state should solve its anticipated
$1.2 billion biennial

a state, Minnesota’s economy tanked. The
credit market was frozen and there was no
available capital to speak of,” she said. “The
state’s leaders knew that getting railroad
construction on track in Minnesota was
critical to needed economic development
to help move the state out of the throes of
the worst economic depression of the 19th
century. When the first Legislature convened
in December of 1857, it immediately passed
legislation authorizing the state to let bonds
for railroad construction.

“I think it sets the context that in times
of serious economic circumstances since
Minnesota became a state, smart bonding
initiatives have been the driver of economic
development initiatives that have made our
state what it is today. Now, more than ever,
we should follow through on that tradition,
and build the infrastructure necessary

to make our state

budget deficit before
“we take out our

competitive in the
future,” she said.

credit card.”
Another poten-
tially problematic
issue is that neither
bill includes $89 mil-
lion to expand the sex
offender treatment
facility at Moose

“Our problem is huge, and this bill is a good,
positive step in the right direction, but
there is this issue that the $26.5 million is go-
ing to be well short of taking care of a lot

of important, needed projects.”
— Rep. Morrie Lanning
(R-Moorhead)
On the flood mitigation money in the bill

Who gets aslice?
As is tradition,
higher education
is proposed to get
the largest slice of
the pie. The House
bill contains $322.7

Lake, something the

million, including

governor wants.

In addition to the
“daunting amount,” Hausman said other
options are being discussed, such as using
other facilities that are currently empty. “Are
there more cost-effective ways to deal with
this certainly overcrowding situation? (This
is) not opposition, but hoping that there might
be other answers on the horizon.”

A historical perspective

As she began her presentation to the
House Capital Investment Finance Division,
Hausman, a former teacher and one-time
history major, provided a look back.

“In the panic of 1857, even before we were

$100 million in
asset preservation.

“When you invest in higher education ...
we are providing the facilities that are going to
train the workforce of the future,” Hausman
said, noting many institutions are feeling the
crunch of more people going back to school
in current economic times.

The bill has money for 25 academic renova-
tion or construction projects within the Min-
nesota State Colleges and Universities system,
including $26.9 million for a bioscience and
health careers center addition at North Hen-
nepin Community College, $5.67 million for
a science lab renovation at Southwest Min-
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The House bonding bill contains $32.5 million for zoo improvements and expansions: $21 million for the Minnesota Zoo, $11 million for exhibit renewal
at the Como Zoo and $500,000 for the Lake Superior Zoo. The Senate bill has just $21 million for the Minnesota Zoo.

nesota State University and $5.5 million for a
shop space addition for mechanical technol-
ogy and carpentry programs at NHED Mesabi
Range Community and Technical College in
Eveleth.

The bill seeks

and $23.5 million for four Red River Basin
impoundment projects.

Rep. Morrie Lanning (R-Moorhead) said
the impoundment project funding will
cover all requests submitted from his area,

but only one project

$20 million to ren-
ovate 103-year-old
Folwell Hall on the
University of Min-
nesota’s Minneapolis
campus, but nothing
foraphysics and nan-
otechnology build-
ing. Pawlenty wants
$53.3 million for
this. The Senate bill
has $5 million in

“This bill is one bright spot in a gloomy
economy, one little thing we can take
advantage of. Interest rates are low and
construction bids are coming in one-third
or more lower than projected, meaning the
taxpayer dollar can go much further this

month if we don’t delay.”
— Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul)
On the size of the bonding bill

has a direct impact
on flooding level
in Moorhead and
surrounding areas.

“That leaves
$26.5 million for
all the other flood
mitigation requests
that there is. There
is $109 million of
requests. Just to have
the money necessary

planning money.

Hausman doesn’t
believe anyone is opposed to the physics and
nanotechnology building, but noted that the
university ranked Folwell Hall higher on its
priority list.

Another large — and potentially timely
— chunk is $50 million for flood hazard
mitigation and prevention, but it may not
be enough. Pawlenty’s proposal is also at the
$50 million level; the Senate $70 million.

The House bill has $26.5 million divvied
up between 13 projects across the state,
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to match the federal
requirements on
four of the projects would require the state
to come up with $25 million.” He said that
would leave 22 communities to fight for what
little is left.

“Our problem is huge, and this bill is a good,
positive step in the right direction, but there is
this issue that the $26.5 million is going to be
well short of taking care of alot of important,
needed projects,” Lanning said.

Forecasters recently warned that the Red
River Valley is ripe for more severe flooding

this spring after a wet fall and a snow total
equal to last year.
Zoos fare well in the House bill, to the tune
of $32.5 million. Only the Minnesota Zoo is
in the Senate and governor proposals.
The Minnesota Zoo would receive
$21 million for its master plan implementa-
tion and asset preservation, Como Zoo would
receive $11 million for improvements and the
Lake Superior Zoo would get $500,000 to help
with asset preservation and exhibit renewal
needed to achieve accreditation.
“I don’t think any other portion of the bill
involves quite so many visitors,” Hausman
said. “When you add those up, probably
4 million people go to these sites every year. It’s
ahuge addition to the livability and education
in our state.”
Other highlights of the House bill are:
+ $158 million for transportation and transit,
including $67 million for local bridges;
+$126.6 million in employment and economic
development, including $57 million for
civic centers in Mankato, Rochester and
St. Cloud;

+ $60 million for clean water and wastewater
infrastructure;

+ $50 million for a transit capital improvement
program; and

+ $21 million for state trail acquisition and
development.
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AT ISSUE: EnvVironment

Safe Drug Disposal Act

Leftover drugs find their way to fish and teens

By Sue HEGARTY
eftover pills stowed in medicine
cabinets and under bathroom
sinks are an accident waiting
to happen and a target for thieves or
experimenting teens.

But getting rid of this stash can be a
problem. According to state and federal drug
recommendations, most state health care
facilities are required to flush medicines after
a patient or resident is discharged or dies. But
environmentalists fear drugs entering our
sewage system are contributing to deformities
in fish.

“Our wastewater treatment system is not
completely breaking down those compounds,”
said Rep. Paul Gardner (DFL-Shoreview), who
sponsors HF1217, known as the “Minnesota
Safe Drug Disposal Act of 2010.”

“We think the concept of minimizing
medications in the sewer systems and in
the landfills is a good and laudable goal. We
just don’t want to be caught in the middle of
conflicting regulations,” said Doug Beardsley,
vice-president of member services for Care
Providers.

Hoping to rectify these issues, HF1217
seeks to reduce waste when medications are
prescribed and to safely destroy any that are
left over. The House Environment Policy and
Oversight Committee approved the bill Feb.
9 and referred it to the House Health Care
and Human Services Finance Division. An
amendment to remove veterinary medications
was offered by Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar)
and approved. Companion file, SF1568,
sponsored by Sen. John Doll (DFL-Burnsville)
awaits action by the Senate Environment and
Natural Resources Committee.

To flush or not to flush
Bill supporters link pharmaceuticals in
wastewater to possible reasons why male fish

14 Session Weekly

in Minnesota lakes and rivers are exhibiting
female sex characteristics, a problem known as
endocrine disruption. Improving wastewater
filtering systems would cost millions more
than the projected $1 million to operate
the product stewardship program, Gardner
said.

Pharmaceutical representatives debunked
the argument that eliminating excess
medications from the wastewater stream
would significantly
impact water /-
quality. Drugs in 4
wastewater are
primarily what
people taking
the drugs excrete
naturally.

“Perhaps 95 per- .
cent is through the '/ £
regular taking of medi- |
cine to keep us and our
livestock healthy. So when
you think that perhaps you
will be affecting somewhere
between five and 10 percent
... youare going to have an ex-
tremely marginal, and perhaps
meaningless impact on the
situation,” said Patrick Moore
of Greenspirit Strategies and
an advisor to Pharmaceutical
Research and Manufacturers of
America, known as PhRMA.

Drug companies don’t deny
there are endocrine disruptors
in water, but peer review articles
report other culprits, such
as sunscreens, fertilizers and
DEET, an oil used in insect
repellants, said Marjorie Powell,
senior assistant general counsel
for PhRMA, a consortium of
48 member drug companies.

PhRMA, the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service and the
American Pharmacists

Association organized a l

A

“SMARXT” disposal education campaign that
recommends putting drugs into a sealable bag
and mixing them with kitty litter, sawdust or
coffee grounds so they’re less appealing to
animals or children.

“Right now we see that as the preferable
method,” said Tim Scherkenbach, deputy com-
missioner of the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency. The issue boils down to two questions:
what are acceptable amounts of contaminants
and how does one find the source so the agency
can allocate responsibility, Scherkenbach
said.

Pharmaceutical companies that would foot
the bill for the disposal programs oppose
the bill. Drug producers or their collective
organizations would be required to pay
all administrative and operational costs

associated with collecting, transporting
and disposing of the drugs and
would be prohibited from
charginga fee to cover their
costs, either at the
purchase counter
or at the time of

collection.

State-of-the-
art dispensing
: machines
potentially could
save millions
of Medicare
and Medicaid
spending through more efficient dispensing
methods. Local governments could voluntarily
have community-wide collections, such as a
pilot project conducted in Chisago County
last year.

The county’s solid waste administrator
Lisa Thibodeau explained that through
the program, 1,400 pounds of drugs were
collected at a cost of $5,000 to Chisago County
taxpayers. She said drugs must be destroyed
atalicensed hazardous waste facility, with the
closest being in Illinois. Although Minnesota
has several incinerators, they are not licensed
to handle controlled substances.

Rep. Denny McNamara (R-Hastings) said
state bureaucracy would be less effective
and more costly than leaving it up to local
government. “It seemed to me in Chisago
County it’s working,” he said.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY
ANDREW VONBANK

Environment continued on page 22
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AT ISSUE: Elections

State primary could move to August

Federal law forcing states to change their dates

By PATTY OSTBERG

ore Minnesotans would have a chance to vote
through use of absentee ballots if the state’s
traditional September primary date moves
to the second Tuesday in August to meet a federal

mandate.

Passed in October 2009, the federal Mili-
tary and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act
requires at least a 45-day period for absentee
ballots to be returned and counted for prima-
ries and elections. Previous law was 30 days.

Rep. Steve Simon (DFL-St. Louis Park)
sponsors HF2552 that would conform
Minnesota’s elections to the federal mandate.
“It’s been said that in every recount in
Minnesota there are basically two stacks of
discarded ballots: one is the people who just
did it wrong, and one are the overseas people
who didn’t get their ballots back in time ...
This is finally the fix that we need,” he said.

Approved by the House State and Local
Government Operations Reform, Technology
and Elections Committee Feb. 9, the bill
awaits action on the House floor. A Senate
companion, SF2251, sponsored by Sen. Terri
Bonoff (DFL-Minnetonka), awaits action by
the full Senate.

A chain

In 2008, almost 400,000 military and
overseas absentee voters failed to have their
ballots counted, said Bob Carey, director
of the Federal Voting Assistance Program.
“That’s because there is just not enough time,”
he said. Those voters “experience much more
difficulty than the average voter in exercising
their right to vote.”

Bloomington City Clerk Thomas Ferber
said, “It breaks our hearts when we get
absentee ballots coming in after an election,
particularly if it’s from the military and
overseas voters who have made the effort to
get the ballot there, but because of timing the
ballot arrives after Election Day.”

The bill was successfully amended by Rep.
Mary Kiffmeyer (R-Big Lake) to remove
administrative election changes she consid-
ered unnecessary for federal conformity. In
general, the former secretary of state supports
the primary date change, but asked, “Why

reaction

Moving the Primary from Sept. 14 to Aug. 10

Current Law Proposed
Filing period July 6-20 May 18-June 1
Campaign signs allowed Aug. 1 June 26

Absentee balloting for

Aug. 13-Sept. 13

June 25-Aug. 9

primary

State Primary Sept. 14 Aug. 10
Absentee balloting for Oct. 1-Nov. 1 Sept. 17-Nov. 1
general election

General Election Nov. 2 Nov. 2
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is it necessary to make these changes in this
particular bill ... one of the focuses is confor-
mity to the federal law, not turning it into a
great big administration bill that we kind of
throw extras in.”

Simon responded that the bill should be
tailored as narrow as possible, “but there’s
some dates, date changes and other things that
seem to follow naturally. Are they compelled
by federal law? No.” For example, he noted
that under current law campaign lawn signs
can be put up beginning Aug. 1. The bill
would change that to 46 days before the state
primary, or before the Fourth of July.

Beth Fraser, director of governmental
affairs for the Office of the Secretary of State,
said while some of the portions of the bill are
not directly related to the federal mandate, the
changes included make the bill “workable.”

Simon emphasized the need to pass the
legislation quickly so local election officials
have time to implement the changes for the
2010 election cycle. Upon passage, changes
would happen as soon as March.

The month of June was also considered for
the primary, but Greater Minnesota legislators
said it wouldn’t give them enough time to face
potential challengers, said Simon. Being that
the legislative session typically lasts until the
third week in May, current legislators said it
wouldn’t give them enough time to return to
their districts and campaign.

Simon said the success of an August primary
will fall on local cities and election officials
letting people know of the change because
August is typically when Minnesotans head
to their cabins or vacation away.

Only Hawaii currently has a later primary
date than Minnesota. Ten states and the
District of Columbia will also have to change
primary dates to meet the new law.

Citing not enough bipartisan support, Gov.
Tim Pawlenty vetoed a similar measure last
year that was included in a larger elections
package. He has indicated that he supports
the date change; however, he would like to see
a clean bill on the proposal. s
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AT ISSUE: HealthiCare

Mixed reaction

So far the bill has been met with mixed reac-
tions. Supporters of the temporary program say
the loss of GAMC would mean major funding
cuts to hospitals, which would be forced to shift
costs to patients or reduce services.

“GAMC funding impacts everyone in the
state, not just the poor,” said St. Paul Fire
Chief Tim Butler, “because the services that
will be cut will impact all aspects of hospital
operations and those operations serve all
residents regardless of economic status.”

Future of GAMC uncertain

Legislators consider health care for state’s poor, sick

By LAurReN RADoMmsKkI
innesota lawmakers are pushing
for the quick passage of health care
legislation targeted at the state’s

poorest, sickest residents.

General Assistance Medical Care (GAMC)
is a state-funded program that pays for
certain health care services for low-income
Minnesotans, many of whom are single
adults. Funding for the program is scheduled
to run out by the end of March, the result of
aline-item veto and unallotment by Gov. Tim
Pawlenty last year. That’s prompted legislators
to take quick action early in the session, with
the chance a proposal to continue GAMC
could be on the House floor by next week.

Sponsored by Rep. Erin Murphy (DFL-St.
Paul), HF2680 would create a scaled-back,
temporary GAMC program effective March
1, 2010, through June 30, 2011. To pay for
the program, grants to counties for adult
mental health and children’s services would
be reduced. Hospitals would be reimbursed

less for the GAMC patients that they treat,
and increases in surcharges on hospitals
and HMOs would capture additional federal
Medicaid dollars.

Murphy described the legislation as a
collaborative effort that is still a work in
progress.

“I remain open to everyone’s ideas and I
really am confident in our ability to solve
this problem this session,” she told the House
Health Care and Human Services Policy and
Oversight Committee Feb. 4.

Murphy said the bill would serve as a
temporary fix to the GAMC problem, giving
legislators more time to discuss major reform.
She estimates the legislation would reduce the
state deficit by $160 million.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Several hundred peoplerallied in the Rotunda Feb. 4 urging the Legislature to pass a bill early in the
2010 session for continued funding of the General Assistance Medical Care program.
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The projected financial impact of the bill
varies from hospital to hospital — and those
estimates are rough at best. Large hospitals
forced to make substantial contributions
toward the temporary GAMC program
would also see some funding increases. Rural
hospitals receiving increased funding for
certain groups of patients could take other
cuts especially hard if their facilities are not
part of a major health system.

Meanwhile, counties are stuck between arock
and a hard place. A temporary GAMC program
is better than no program at all, said Patricia
Coldwell, policy analyst with the Association
of Minnesota Counties, but the bill comes at a
cost to another vulnerable group: children.

“Is it better to assure that very low-income,
chemically-dependent and mentally ill people
continue to get health care, or to assure that
children are safe from abuse and neglect?”
Coldwell asked. ... Thave to say that 'm really
sorry our state is forced to make those kinds
of choices.”

The AMC has suggested a lesser evil: cut
county program aid, the state funding compa-
rable to local government aid for cities. County
program aid is a broader source of funding
than block grants, Coldwell said, and from the
AMC’s perspective, it doesn’t make sense for
the state to provide property tax relief through
program aid, only to cut other funding that
counties would have to backfill.

Not everyone is in a hurry to pass GAMC
legislation quickly. Rep. Steve Gottwalt
(R-St. Cloud) believes GAMC needs significant
reform to make the program more effective
and sustainable.

“I really think we need to look for the best
solution, not just a solution,” he said.

Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka) is concerned
the temporary GAMC proposal will have

Health Care continued on page 22
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AT ISSUE: State of thetstate

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Gov. Tim Pawlenty, center, glances up at his wife, Mary, after greeting House Taxes Committee chairwomen Ann Lenczewski as he leaves the House
Chamber after presenting his final State of the State address to a joint session of the Legislature Feb. 11. Pawlenty thanked his wife, during his address,

for her service to the State of Minnesota.

Laying out his recovery plan

Pawlenty promotes tax cuts, job growth in final State of the State address

By PATTY OSTBERG

ov. Tim Pawlenty mixed in a little humor

while offering suggestions on how to

help Minnesota’s sobering economy
recover from the recession.

Pawlenty opened his final State of the State
address Feb. 11 by recognizing the Red Bulls
of the Minnesota National Guard and their
return home this week.

Before moving onto his familiar themes, such
as reducing corporate and personal income
taxes, reducing government spending and
performance pay for teachers, Pawlenty took
a few jabs at himself. He lightheartedly offered
advice to the myriad of legislators running for
governor seated in the House chamber: “First,
schedule a monthly haircut to manage your
mullet ... and before you take the microphone

FEBRUARY 12, 2010

at a Minnesota Wild game, carefully practice
pronouncing the word ‘puck.”

Economy

Pawlenty reiterated his belief that the state’s
tax system is prohibitive to job growth, saying
the state’s business tax climate ranks eighth-
worst in the nation.

He said the answer lies in a six-part package
of cuts and incentives. Called the “Jobs
Creation Bill,” it is a plan for:
+a 20 percent reduction in the corporate tax

rate;

+ a 20 percent exclusion from taxation for
small businesses;

+ an angel investment tax credit to provide
incentives for investing in early-stage
companies;

+ a supercharged research and development
tax credit;

+a capital gains exclusion for qualified invest-
ments; and

« incentives for companies to invest in Min-
nesota small business.

He urged lawmakers to improve and renew
the JOBZ program, and pass a CARZ program
to offer tax incentives at the Ford plant in St.
Paul, thus potentially saving 750 jobs.

Education
“Persistentlylowachieving schools need new
leadership, new authority, and new teachers

State of the State continued on page 22
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BILL INTRODUCTIONS

Monday, Feb. 8

HF2738-Wagenius (DFL)

Finance

Lake Vermilion State Park; acquisi-
tion restrictions removed.

HF2739-Murphy, M. (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Public Employees Retirement As-
sociation; new partial salary credit
purchase authority added for partial
paid medical leaves and budgetary
leaves.

HF2740-McNamara (R)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Watershed districtboundarychanges
prohibited until one year has passed
if the request is made via citizen
petition.

HF2741-Garofalo (R)

Finance

Lake Byllesby Dam spillway on the
Cannon River funding provided.

HF2742-Garofalo (R)

Finance

Cannon River pedestrian bridge
funding provided.

HF2743-Morgan (DFL)

Finance

Dakota County; Trunk Highway 13
and County State-Aid Highway 5
interchange funding provided.

HF2744-Masin (DFL)

Finance

Dakota County; Hennepin County;
Cedar Avenue Bus Rapid Transit Way
funding provided.

HF2745-Clark (DFL)

Commerce & Labor
Cosmetologylicense paymentdeposit
requirement modified.

HF2746-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Internal Revenue Code conforming
changes made, and certain dividend
deduction disallowed in tax year
2010.

HF2747-Welti (DFL)

Finance

Excess debt service onetime transfer
permitted for general education
expenses.

HF2748-Bly (DFL)

Finance

Revenue formulaallowance modified
for extended time programs.
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HF2749-Carlson (DFL)

Finance

Minneapolis Community and Tech-
nical College funding provided.

HF2750-Davnie (DFL)

Taxes

Small business investment tax credit
provided.

HF2751-Morgan (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Students who do not pass the reading
and language arts GRAD allowed to
retake the test in paper-and-pencil
format.

HF2752-Emmer (R)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Amended deathrecordrequired when
ordered by the court.

HF2753-Morrow (DFL)

Finance

Trunk highway bond appropriation
amended.

HF2754-Winkler (DFL)
Commerce & Labor
Secretary of State filings regulated.

HF2755-Swails (DFL)

Finance

Votingequipmentand vote-counting
equipment grant funding pro-
vided; grant terms and procedures
specified.

HF2756-Kahn (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Measurement of actual amount of
controlled substance mandated for
determining severity of controlled
substance possession offenses.

HF2757-Kahn (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Measurement of the actual weight of
controlled substance residue man-
dated for determining severity of
controlled substance offenses.

HF2758-Lillie (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Laboragreementsand compensation
plans ratified.

HF2759-Jackson (DFL)

Finance

Oliver H. Kelley Farm historic site
revitalization funding provided,
county historicsitesandlocalhistoric
structure funding provided.

HF2760-Slawik (DFL)

Finance

Statewide child care provider train-
ing, coaching, consultation and sup-
ports funding provided to prepare
for the voluntary Minnesota quality
rating system.

HF2761-Kahn (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Health insurance required to cover
routine health care received while
participating in a qualified clinical
trial under certain circumstances.

HF2762-Kohls (R)

Finance

Lake Waconia Regional Park public
boat launch funding provided.

HF2763-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Income tax charitable deduction ac-
celerated for relief of Haitian earth-
quake victims.

HF2764-Welti (DFL)

Finance

Independent School District No. 535,
Rochester, onetime exception created
and proceeds from sale of school
district property allowed to be used
as operating capital.

HF2765-Rosenthal (DFL)

Finance

Normandale Community College
funding provided.

HF2766-Welti (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Educational data disclosure
clarified.

HF2767-Welti (DFL)

Finance

Rochester Community Technical
College funding provided to design
and renovate classrooms and
programs.

HF2768-Kohls (R)

Taxes

Special taxing district levy separate
statement required.

HF2769-Gardner (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Commissioner of human services
duties modified relatingto controlled
substance abuse prevention.

HF2770-Winkler (DFL)

Taxes

Start-up and emerging Minnesota
businesses investment credit
provided.
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HF2771-Winkler (DFL)

Finance

Local facilities grant cooperative
created.

HF2772-Hoppe (R)

Finance

Chanhassen; funding provided to
acquire property along Bluff Creek.

HF2773-Pelowski (DFL)

Taxes

Compensation payment required to
certain cities.

HF2774-Hansen (DFL)

Finance

Dakota County; Robert Street Corri-
dor Transit Way funding provided.

HF2775-Sterner (DFL)

Finance

Dakota County; funding provided
for Trunk Highway 52 interchange at
County State-Aid Highway 42.

HF2776-Sterner (DFL)

Finance

Dakota County; Hennepin County;
Trunk Highway 77 funding
provided for capacity and safety
improvements.

HF2777-Bunn (DFL)

Finance

OakParkHeights correctional facility
funding provided.

HF2778-Bunn (DFL)

Finance

Higher education asset preservation
and replacement funding provided.

HF2779-Torkelson (R)

Taxes

Publicsafety radio system exemption
expanded.

HF2780-Howes (R)

Commerce & Labor

Well contractor license, bond and
registration requirements modified.

HF2781-Obermueller (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Labor and industry licensing pro-
visions modified, and license fees
modified and imposed.

HF2782-Emmer (R)

Finance
Specialequineenthusiastlicense plate
established and account created.

HF2783-Howes (R)

Finance

Minnesota Management and Budget
school district state aid payment
requirement repealed.
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HF2784-Howes (R)
Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight
Public pool definition modified.

HF2785-Brown (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
False reporting of a crime penalty
amended.

HF2786-Reinert (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Duluth; membership rules provided
for the Spirit Mountain Recreation
Area Authority.

HF2787-Faust (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Technical colleges allowed to offer
associate of arts degrees.

HF2788-Nelson (DFL)

Finance

Maple Grove; Trunk Highway 610
construction funding provided.

HF2789-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance
Salaryreductionsimposed for certain
employees of state-operated services
to restore wages for AFSCME and
MAPE employees.

HF2790-Welti (DFL)

Taxes

Pollution control equipment exempt
from sales tax.

HF2791-Welti (DFL)

Taxes

Materialsused to constructrenewable
energy plant exempt from sales tax.

HF2792-Knuth (DFL)

Energy Finance & Policy Division
Congress memorialized to adopt
clean energy legislation.

HF2793-Hornstein (DFL)

Finance

Healthy school lunches funding
provided.

HF2794-Anzelc (DFL)
Finance
Senior housing funding provided.

HF2795-Olin (DFL)

Finance

Independent School District No.
356, Lancaster; transition revenue
adjusted.

HF2796-Mariani (DFL)

Finance

Brooklyn Center and White Bear
Lake; community school funding
provided.
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HF2797-Hilty (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Indian tribes authorized to partici-
pate in joint powers agreement.

HF2798-Hilstrom (DFL)

Finance

Interim rates approval process re-
vised for public utilities; disclosure
required of travel, entertainmentand
related expenses.

HF2799-Benson (DFL)

Finance

Food and nutrition assistance pro-
grams funding provided.

HF2800-Tillberry (DFL)

Taxes

Study group members expanded to
study aids to local governments.

HF2801-Obermueller (DFL)
Finance

Complete streets policy defined and
implemented.

HF2802-Persell (DFL)

Finance
Naturalandscenicareasandregional
parks funding provided.

HF2803-Hosch (DFL)

Finance

Stearns County; Kraemer Lake and
Wildwood Regional Park planning
funding provided.

HF2804-Swails (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Household goods movers provisions
repealed for filing of tariffs.

HF2805-Severson (R)

Taxes

Tax credit reduction eliminated for
those with past military service.

HF2806-Juhnke (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Higher educationveteran’sassistance
program sunset date delayed.

HF2807-Hornstein (DFL)

Finance

Transportation constructionimpacts
on business provisions modified,
prohibited rest area activities added,
highway routes modified; traffic
provisions, bridge projects provisions
and impound provisions modified;
Minnesota Councilof Transportation
Accessanda Commuter Rail Corridor
Coordinating Committee established
and member provisions modified.

HF2808-Severson (R)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Courts provided the option for stay
of adjudication for military members
and veterans diagnosed as suffer-
ing from a psychological injury or
condition.

HF2809-Severson (R)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Bid preference program eligibility
broadened for veteran-owned small
businesses.

HF2810-Rukavina (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Mandatory work and meal breaks
modified.

HF2811-Koenen (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Coyote conflict management option
provided for counties.

HF2812-Abeler (R)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Minnesota State Colleges and Uni-
versities consultation required prior
to acquiring facilities.

HF2813-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Full-time equivalent definition ex-
panded for the purpose of the safe
school levy.

HF2814-Swails (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Pupil transportation provisions modi-
fied, certain lift buses included in
category of revenue authorized reim-
bursement and contracted transpor-
tation costs included as a method for
allocating pupil transportation costs.

HF2815-Bly (DFL)
Finance
Fiscal note requirements modified.

HF2816-Hayden (DFL)

Civil Justice

Certain utilities and eviction provi-
sions modified and termination of a
lease permitted for medical reasons.

HF2817-Abeler (R)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Layoffs prohibited if the appointing
authority intends to hire part-time.

HF2818-Doty (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Temporary tax exemption created
for lawful gambling organizations
making a charitable contribution to
local governments.

HF2819-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Justice

Public access to certain juvenile re-
cords modified and release of records
limited.

HF2820-Solberg (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Deputy registrar requirements
modified.

HF2821-Benson (DFL)

Finance

Appropriations adjusted to balance
state budget for the biennium ending
June 30, 2011.

HF2822-Severson (R)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Higher education veteran’sassistance
program sunset date delayed.

Thursday, Feb. 11

HF2823-Jackson (DFL)

Civil Justice
Commoninterestcommunity certifi-
cates changed.

HF2824-Hayden (DFL)

Civil Justice

Hearing request time modified
on an order to secure a building,
notice of sale requirements modi-
fied, certificate of sale and specified
information provided to political
subdivisions, and political subdivi-
sions authorized to recover attorney
fee costs for obtaining a five-week
redemption period.

HF2825-Hortman (DFL)

Civil Justice

Certain distribution statuses clari-
fied, relationshipandinheritance pro-
visions changed, and emergency and
temporary conservators provided.

HF2826-Haws (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Adult children with financial means
included in funeral expense pay
requirement.

HF2827-Hosch (DFL)

Public Safety Policy and Oversight
Protective agent vehicle allowed use
of flashing red light while escorting
oversized vehicle.

HF2828-Jackson (DFL)

Civil Justice

Instrument requirements to secure
debt clarified.
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HF2829-Champion (DFL)

Civil Justice

Expungement of eviction records
provisions modified and personal
representative of deceased tenant
allowed unit access.

HF2830-Faust (DFL)

Civil Justice

Adoption of an adult by a guardian
provided.

HF2831-Hayden (DFL)

Civil Justice

Access to certain information pro-
visions modified in child support
enforcement, certain actions by a
public authority authorized, and
child support judgment survival
provided.

HF2832-Drazkowski (R)
Commerce & Labor

Annual production limit increased
for farm wineries.

HF2833-Johnson (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Wire crossing or paralleling utility
line provisions modified.

HF2834-Hornstein (DFL)

Finance

Public utilities commission required
toopendockettoexamineintegration
of electric vehicles into Minnesota’s
electricity grid.

HF2835-Emmer (R)

Energy Finance & Policy Division
Greenhouse gas emissions require-
ments repealed.

HF2836-Brod (R)

Taxes

Imposition of income tax prohibited,
replacement taxrequired,and consti-
tutional amendment proposed.

HF2837-Knuth (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

“Greeneconomy” definitionamended
to include the concept of “green
chemistry.”

HF2838-Dill (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Lake Vermilion State Park land
acquisition authorized, and lands
incorporated from an existing state

park.

HF2839-Bunn (DFL)

Finance

Minnesota entrepreneur virtual
assistance network authorized and
money appropriated.
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HF2840-Swails (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology
& Elections

Collaborative governance council
established.

HF2841-Hayden (DFL)

Finance

Long-term careombudsman directed
to expand the volunteer ombudsman
program, and money appropriated.

HF2842-Benson (DFL)

Taxes

Valuation exclusion authorized for
certain improvements to homestead
properties.

HF2843-Downey (R)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Liberty school district pilot program
created.

HF2844-Smith (R)

Finance

Public safety-related funding
provided, and money appropriated.

HF2845-Downey (R)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Judgesauthorized to prohibitjuvenile
sexoffendersfromresidingnear their
victims.

HF2846-Downey (R)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Certaineducation mandatesrepealed
or modified.

HF2847-Davnie (DFL)

Taxes

Hydrogenerating facility construc-
tion exemption extended.

HF2848-Hortman (DFL)

Finance

Certain traffic finesand forfeited bail
money allocations modified.

HF2849-Norton (DFL)

Finance

Minnesotaand Wisconsin smallbusi-
ness start-ups comparative study of
state laws provided.

HF2850-Newton (DFL)

Finance

School district additional flexibility
provided.

HF2851-Nornes (R)

Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Trunk highway system route
removed.

HF2852-Johnson (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Cable communications franchise
requirements clarified.

HF2853-Downey (R)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Nonunion teacher contracts per-
mitted.

HF2854-Morgan (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Transitional housing location regu-
lated for criminal offenders subject
to noncustodial supervision.

HF2855-Gunther (R)

Commerce & Labor

Boiler provisions modified and civil
and criminal penalties amended and
imposed.

HF2856-Atkins (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Continuing education requirements
changed for real estate brokers and
salespersons.

HF2857-Murdock (R)

Finance

Perham; Perham Resource Recovery
Facility funding provided.

HF2858-Brown (DFL)
Finance
Blazing Star Trail funding provided.

HF2859-Simon (DFL)

Finance

Nursing facility rate provisions
modified.

HF2860-Newton (DFL)

Finance
Leaselevyrevenueamountsmodified
for certain school districts.

HF2861-Newton (DFL)

Taxes

Minnesota property tax homestead
market value exemption program
benefits modified for disabled veter-
ans and their surviving spouses.

HF2862-Seifert (R)

Energy Finance & Policy Division
Congress urged to refuse to enact
cap-and-trade legislation that would
increase costs of goods and services
and encourage states to establish and
develop their own renewable energy
portfolio standards.

HF2863-Mariani (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

School compulsory attendance age
increased.

HF2864-Gardner (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Domestic abuse offenders electronic
monitoring pilot project autho-
rized.

HF2865-Fritz (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight
Electroconvulsive therapy adminis-
tration procedures established.

HF2866-Carlson (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Executive branch authority modified
to reduce unexpended allotments.

HF2867-Newton (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Child with a disability definition
clarified and obligations to children
with disabilities specified.

HF2868-Jackson (DFL)

Finance

Milaca; pedestrian bridge funding
provided.

HF2869-Doty (DFL)

Finance

Camp Ripley troop support facility
funding provided.

HF2870-Doty (DFL)

Finance

Little Falls; veterans nursing home
funding provided.

HF2871-Doty (DFL)

Finance

Little Falls Truck Station funding
provided and trunk highway bonds
issued.

HF2872-Ward (DFL)

Finance

Nisswa; Jenkins; Highway 371 recon-
structionfundingprovidedand trunk
highway bonds issued.

HF2873-Ward (DFL)

Finance

Brainerd; veterans nursing home
funding provided.

HF2874-Ward (DFL)

Finance

Crosby;veterans nursinghome fund-
ing provided.

HF2875-Solberg (DFL)

Finance

Northwoods Regional All-Terrain
Vehicle Trail acquisitionand develop-
ment funding provided.
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HF2876-Solberg (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax exemption eliminated
for real and personal property used
for pollution control as part of an
electric generation system, and rate
rider authorized to compensate for
tax increase.

HF2877-Solberg (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Itasca County; conveyance autho-
rized of tax-forfeited lands bordering
public waters.

HF2878-Peppin (R)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Mississippi River management plan
rule amendment required.

HF2879-Bigham (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Minors allowed to contract for auto-
mobile insurance.

HF2880-Kath (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Graduation-Required Assessment
for Diploma requirement for retakes
amended.

HF2881-Kath (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Qualified persons with medical train-
ing or supervision authorized to take
blood samples from DWT offenders,
and legal immunity provided.

HF2882-Hansen (DFL)

Finance

Outdoor heritage funding provided
from constitutionally dedicated
funds, and money appropriated.

HF2883-Slocum (DFL)

Finance

Bloomington Central Station public
parking facility funding provided.

HF2884-Mariani (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Legislative Commission for

Policy Innovation and Research
established.

HF2885-Davnie (DFL)

Finance

Capital project referendum ballot
language modified in cases where
the same level of taxing authority is
renewed.

HF2886-Drazkowski (R)

Taxes

Agricultural property market value
limit extended.
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HF2887-Drazkowski (R)

Taxes

Independent School District No. 858,
St. Charles, disaster aid funding and
declining pupil unitaidappropriation
used to help the city cover revenue
losses.

HF2888-Bigham (DFL)

Public Safety Policy &Oversight
Careless driving resulting in death
penalty provided.

HF2889-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

Livestock production input tempo-
rarylienallowed for 30 days following
mediation request.

HF2890-Haws (DFL)

Finance

Certain school districts relieved of
contract penalty.

HF2891-Lieder (DFL)

Finance

Public land, buildings, and transit
funding provided.

HF2892-Anzelc (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Itasca County; pilot land exchange
process created for tax-forfeited
lands.

HF2893-Howes (R)

Finance

Capital improvement funding pro-
vided, new programs established
and existing programs modified,
previousappropriationscanceledand
modified, bonds issued, and money
appropriated.

HF2894-Marquart (DFL)

Finance

Watershed districtborrowingauthor-
ity increased.

HF2895-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

ICF/MR variable payment rates
modified.

HF2896-Mack (R)

Civil Justice

Civil immunity to municipalities
that donate public safety equipment
expanded.

HF2897-Norton (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Psychologist licensure requirements
modified.

HF2898-Huntley (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight
Waiveredservicelivingarrangements
restrictions prohibited, transfer of
certain clients required from group
residential housing to waivered ser-
vices, and group residential housing
supplementary service payment rate
caps modified.

HF2899-Pelowski (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Datapracticesand open meetingslaw
violations provided anadministrative
remedy, civil penalties provided, and
money appropriated.

HF2900-Dill (DFL)
Commerce & Labor
Electrical licenses modified.

HF2901-Brod (R)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Health care reform implemented,
interstate health insurance choice
created, flexible benefit plan created,
primary provider caretieringcreated,
and MinnesotaCare modern benefit
plan provided.

HF2902-Atkins (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Motor vehicle sales and distribution
regulated.

HF2903-Wagenius (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Museum of Russian Art special
on-sale intoxicating liquor license
created.

HF2904-Hilty (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Carlton County; public sale autho-
rized of certain tax-forfeited land that
borders public water.

HF2905-Anderson, P. (R)

Taxes

Water used for publicsafety purposes
exempted.

HF2906-Hackbarth (R)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Decoy restrictions modified.

HF2907-Johnson (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Stategoalsset for the deploymentand
speed of high-speed broadband.

HF2908-Sterner (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Federal Respite Leave Benefitpayment
urged for the members of the 1st of
the 34th Brigade of the Minnesota
National Guard who served in Iraq
during the Troop Surge of 2007.

HF2909-Anderson, S. (R)

Finance

State agencies required to track and
report on the number of jobs created
orretainedasaresultofcapital project
funding.

HF2910-Davnie (DFL)

Finance

School districts authorized to bill
nonpublicschoolsand charterschools
foranyunreimbursed pupil transpor-
tation costs.

HF2911-Kohils (R)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Metropolitan Sports Facilities Com-
mission directed to offer the Metro-
dome to the professional football
team, and commission abolished.

HF2912-Atkins (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Overtime payment obligations of
employers regulated.

HF2913-Reinert (DFL)

Health Care and Human Services
Policy and Oversight
Continuation health insurance
premiums adjustment required for
certain disabled retired local govern-
ment employees.

HF2914-Mariani (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Sale prohibited of motor vehicles with
illegally tinted windows.

HF2915-Lieder (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Bridge project ongoing prioritization
provided.

HF2916-Juhnke (DFL)

Finance

Department of Veteran Affairs com-
missioner role clarified in providing
certain resources for the county
veterans service offices.

HF2917-Brod (R)

Agriculture, Rural Economies

& Veterans Affairs

Federal Respite Leave Benefit payment
urged for members of the Istinfantry
of the 34th Brigade of the Minnesota
National Guard who served in Iraq
during the Troop Surge of 2007
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Environment continued from page 14

Crime

The drugs collected in Chisago County last
year would have had a street value of $1 mil-
lion, Chisago County Sgt. Karl Schreck said.

“When younger people are coming in and
doing burglaries, they’re not taking your TV
or your guns. They’re not taking your jewelry.
They’re taking your drugs,” Schreck said.

He said teens are hosting “pharming
parties,” or mixing cold medicines with
energy drinks for a “short high.”

Realtors told the bill’s sponsor that people
posing as buyers at an open house steal drugs
from medicine cabinets.

Opponents of the bill fear that a central
collection site for drugs could become a target
for vandals or that controlled substance drugs
might be diverted in transit.

“The federal drug enforcement
administration has been a little hesitant
to open the flood gates to letting stuff be
collected where it might be a target, but the
risk of having it in your house now exceeds the
risk than if you have it in a secure collection
program,” Gardner said.

U.S. poison centers answered 4.3 million
callsin 2008, according to the American Asso-
ciation of Poison Control Centers (AAPCC).

Painkillers are the leading cause
of poisonings, according to an AAPCC
report. Sedatives, topical ointments,
antidepressants, cough and cold medications,
and cardiovascular pills are among the top
10. Children under 6 accounted for half of all
poisonings in 2008.

Health Care continued from page 16

unintended side-effects for Minnesotans not
represented at recent hearings.

“Thope that as we go forward with this proj-
ect that we don’t make things worse for some
of the other people that have needs just as great
as the people we’re serving here,” he said.

One lawmaker is proposing a contingency
plan in case GAMC ends as scheduled. Rep.
Matt Dean (R-Dellwood) sponsors HF2736,
which assumes people currently covered
under GAMC will be automatically enrolled
in another public health care program,
MinnesotaCare. The bill could result in
modified MinnesotaCare coverage for some
single adults and childless households.

Murphy’s bill could see action next week.
A companion bill, SF2168, sponsored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls), was passed by the
Senate 45-20 on Feb. 11.

Dean’s bill awaits action by the House
Health Care and Human Services Finance
Division. It has no Senate companion. el
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State of the State continued from page 17

hired and assigned based on performance,
not seniority,” Pawlenty said.

He asked teacher unions to support the
“Teaching Transformation Act” that, he says,
would improve teacher quality, training and
accountability. It would link teacher pay to
student performance, set tougher minimum
entrance requirements for admission into
teacher preparation programs and create a
program to recruit mid-career professionals
to teach in high-need subject areas such as
math and science.

Also under Pawlenty’s plan, tenure should
be renewed every five years and should
be based on evaluations linked to student
performance.

Government

“We need to reduce government spending
because it leads to job-killing tax increases,”
Pawlenty said.

State government spending has escalated an
average of 21 percent every two years between
1960 and 2003, the year he became governor,
he said. He credited the increase to both
political parties.

Government spending not only needs
reduction, but should be held accountable
to the current revenues it’s collecting, he
noted. Pawlenty is proposing a constitutional
amendment that would require future
spending committees to not exceed current
revenues.

He emphasized the controversial
unallotments he made in 2009 cannot afford
to be restored and he will reveal his plan
to deal with the additional budget deficit
Feb. 15. The November forecast projected a
$1.2 billion deficit in the current biennium,
which ends June 30, 2011.

“Military, veterans, core public safety
functions and K-12 classrooms will be
protected. Nearly all other areas will be
proposed for reduction,” he said.

Health care

Pawlenty acknowledged the health
care reform passed in Minnesota that has
improved overall health care costs and quality.
“Minnesota is leading the country in paying
for better health outcomes rather than just
the volume of procedures. We’re moving from
a system of ‘sick care’ to a real ‘health care’
system.”

Changes he proposes include allowing
consumers to buy health insurance across
state lines, which proponents say increases
competition thus lowering costs. He noted

that currently three health plans in the
state control “almost all of the health care
market.”

He also called for an overhaul of the
publicly subsidized health care systems of
MinnesotaCare and Medical Assistance,
saying the costs are “out of control.”

Majority responds

DFL leaders support at least two
gubernatorial proposals: the angel investment
tax credit and the CARZ tax incentive
proposal. However, House Majority Leader
Tony Sertich (DFL-Chisholm) thinks the
governor “set the wrong tone” by failing to
acknowledge legislative initiative on similar
ideas.

Sertich said Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul) introduced a bill last year to help the
Ford plant stay open.

Otherwise, the DFL leaders indicated the
governor’s proposals are too little, too late.

Sertich criticized what wasn’t in the speech,
namely, Pawlenty’s 2009 veto of GAMC
funding, which Sertich said the governor had
indicated then was “a signal to try to fix the
problem. We heard nothing about him trying
to fix that problem.”

DFL leaders also said the speech failed
to adequately address the budget deficit,
which they say is the key issue concerning
lawmakers.

“If you take all of his tax proposals and add
them up, it grows the deficit by hundreds of
millions of dollars,” noted Sertich.

“To me it does sound like the axe is back as
a budget-cutting tool and that is going to be
of concern to a lot of Minnesotans, that it’s
not done with an idea of strategic investment
or an eye to the future.” said House Speaker
Margaret Anderson Kelliher (DFL-Mpls).

If the governor is serious about the
constitutional amendment proposal, said
Senate Majority Leader Larry Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls), “Iwould hope his Monday budget
reflects that constitutional amendment, and I
think that would be a fair standard to set.”

While agreeing job growth is a priority,
Pogemiller noted that the Office of the
Legislative Auditor’s critical evaluation of the
JOBZ program indicates the program is “not
working as well as it could.” He suggested
that appointing a replacement for Dan
McElroy, commissioner of the Department
of Employment and Economic Development,
would be a “legacy” Pawlenty could leave the
state.

— StAFF WRITER KRIS BERGGREN
CONTRIBUTED TO THIS STORY.
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MinNNESOTA INDEX

Working (or not) Minnesotans

Seasonally adjusted state labor force in December 2009 2,955,965
As percent of all Minnesotans 72.2
Minnesotans unemployed in December 2009 217,705
Seasonally adjusted labor force; unemployed people
in December 2008 2,950,942; 194,625
In December 2007 2,911,707; 139,035
In December 2000 2,839,166; 93,406
Seasonally adjusted state unemployment rate in December 2009, as percent.................7 .4
Percent below the national average 26
State rate in December 2008, as percent 6.6
State rate in December 2007, as percent 4.8
State rate in December 2000, as percent 33
Jobs lost in state between December 2008 and December 2000.........cccccveeeeenes 80,800
Jobs lost nationally, in millions 4.1
Percent of jobs lost by both the state and nation in 2009 3
Job losses in 2009 in the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Statistical Areas, as percent.......3.4
Percent decrease in the St. Cloud MSA 3.1
Percent decrease in the Minneapolis-St. Paul MSA 2.7
Percent decrease in the Rochester MSA 0.5
Jobs lost in Minnesota in December 4,100
Jobs added in November 2,200
Jobs added in October 5,000
Months since the state last had back-to-back job growth months 19
Education and health services added jobs in 2009 4,800
Manufacturing job losses between December 2008 and December 2009.............c..... 33,100
Trade, transportation and utilities job losses 17,700
Construction job losses 7,800
Decline in residential building construction, as percent, between November 2008 and
November 2009 225
Number of state WorkForce Centers 49
Number to call to locate a state WorkForce Center 1-888-GET-JOBS
Positions open at noon Feb. 8 on www.minNesotaworkS.Net .......coeercerrssee 27,003
— M. Cook

Sources: Department of Employment and Economic Development, including December
2009 Minnesota Employment Review, Local Area Unemployment Statistics and
www.minnesotaworks.net.
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FIRST READING

Unallotment upheaval

Potential modifications to governor’s power gets House committee approval

By PATTY OSTBERG

hile nearly every state has some

sort of constitutional law regarding

unallotment, Minnesota is one of a
dozen states that gives unchecked gubernatorial
power to eliminate expenditures to prevent an
anticipated budget deficit.

It is a process that some say gives too much
power to the governor and not enough to the
Legislature in making budgetary decisions.

Rep. Lyndon Carlson, Sr. (DFL-Crystal)
believes the unallotment statute needs to be
modernized to bring a budgetary balance of
power to the three branches of government.
Current law “provides more power than a
good governor should want or bad governor
should have,” he said.

He sponsors HF2866 that would limit
the expenditure amounts the governor
can eliminate to no more than 2 percent of
General Fund appropriations in a biennium.
Also, unallotments could not go beyond 10
percent of any appropriation, and would be
limited to any portion of a projected deficit
that was not known at the completion of the
legislative session.

The governor also could not change
eligibility requirements or modify formulas

May 14
Gov.TimPawlentysays
there willbe no special
session, and he’ll
balance the budget
through unallotmentif

May 13
House passes so-
called “lights-on bill”

for programs, under the bill. Temporary
suspension of payments or deferrals beyond
the biennium would also be considered as part
of the total sum of unallotment.

Also, the Legislative Commission on
Planning and Fiscal Policy would replace the
Legislative Advisory Commission as the group
the executive branch must consult with before
making unallotment reductions.

Carlson said the change is needed because
the LCPFP is made up of both majority and
minority parties, unlike the LAC which is
comprised of the majority party.

“We would also have alarger membership as
aresult of that, and also both caucuses would
be represented,” he said.

The bill would take effect the day following
enactment, so as not to interfere with the
current Supreme Court case challenging one
of Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s 2009 unallotments,
Carlson added.

Timeline of unallotment action

2009

May 18 June 16

Oct. 29

The House State and Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology and Elections
Committee approved the bill Feb. 17 and
sent it to the House Finance Committee,
which Carlson chairs. A companion, SF2566,
sponsored by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Paul), awaits action by the Senate Finance
Committee.

Who has the power?

David Schultz, a professor in the Hamline
University School of Business, said there are
several problems with how unallotment is
currently structured.

Consider this scenario: the Legislature
decides to fund a program, the governor
vetoes it, and the Legislature overrides the
veto. The governor could still use unallotment
to eliminate the program. Essentially, the
current process allows for a second veto by a
governor, Schultz said.

Unallotment could also arguably violate
the separation of powers clause of the
Minnesota Constitution in terms of taking
away budgetary powers from the Legislature
that it ought to have, while giving wide-
open discretion to the governor on what,
how and when he wants to unallot, Schultz
explained.

“The Legislature needs to take back, and to

First Reading continued on page 4

Dec. 30
Judge Kathleen
Gearin rules Pawlenty
violatedtheseparation
of powers doctrine by
unallotingLegislature-
approved spending.
Shegrantsatemporary
restraining order to
prohibit reductions
to the Minnesota
Supplemental Aid
Special Diet program

Nov. 16
On a 14-8 party-line
vote, House Rules
Committee votes to

88-49, two days after
the Senate does the
same.

anacceptablebudget-
balancing plan is not
reached.

Legislature adjourns
without budget deal
with the governor.

Pawlenty announces
proposed unallotment
of biennial funds.

Six Minnesotans file
suit challenging an
unallotment.

file an amicus curiae
brief in support of the
legal challenge.

and ordersthe state to
restore $5.3 million of
program funding.

February 19, 2010
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First Reading continued from page 3

have for itself, its constitutionally enumerated
or delegated powers to be able to assume its
responsibilities over the budget,” Schultz said.

Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan) said that
while the current statute may be a matter
of philosophical differences, allowing only
fixed percentages could possibly force a
governor to call a special session if the amount
unallotted would not solve the budget deficit.
The Minnesota Constitution only allows a
governor to call a special session, and forcing
a governor to call one to fix a budget deficit
would shift the constitutional balance. “It’s
unconstitutional in nature,” he said.

Schultz said the Legislature could set limits
on when the governor could unallot — such
as only when the Legislature is able to convene
— or give the Legislature ample opportunity
when it does reconvene to override the
governor’s unallotment.

‘Special’ power to the people

Carlson also sponsors HF2577 that, upon
approval ofa constitutionalamendmentbystate
voters, would give legislators the authority to
call a time-limited special session. Supporters
say the change could reduce the gridlock
when governing bodies
cannot agree because
the governor could not
use a special session as
a bargaining chip as
in years past, Carlson
said. Only 18 other
states have special
sessions called by their
governor, he noted.

Buesgens called
the bill a “knee-
jerk reaction” to the
continued frustration of legislators over the
ending of last session that resulted in Gov. Tim
Pawlenty’s controversial unallotments. “The
balance of power we have now has worked very,
very well for over 150 years,” he said.

The bill was approved by the government
operations committee Feb. 18, and sent to the
House Finance Committee. A companion,

Timeline of unallotment action

Jan. 26
House Rules
Committee, on a voice
vote that was not
unanimous, approves
a resolution to file

Jan. 12 another amicus curiae
Governor’s office files brief with the help of
appeal. outside counsel.
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Floodwood Mayor Jeff Kletscher tells the House Local Government Division Feb. 15 the effect
additional cuts to local government aid will have on services to his city’s 530 residents. Minneapolis
City Council Member Elizabeth Glidden, right, also spoke of the potential consequences to the state’s

largest city.

SF2260, sponsored by Cohen, awaits action
by the Senate State and Local Government
Operations and Oversight Committee.

Carlson noted
other legislators have
suggested atotalrepeal
of the governor’s
unallotment power,
but bond houses
actually look more
favorably on states that
allow for it because it
helps guarantee, in a
time of fiscal crisis,
that adjustments can
be made to a budget.
Another suggestion was requiring legislative
approval for unallotment, but he said that
could constitutionally violate the separation
of powers.

“This does not fix the situation,” said Rep.
Steve Gottwalt (R-St. Cloud). “It doesn’t get us
on a path towards figuring out our systemic
and continuing budget deficit that is largely the

e Dl e

— Article 4, Section 12

2010

Feb.9
Pawlenty submits his
brief to the Supreme
Court; 34 Republican
legislators file amicus
curiae brief.

Briefs from the plain-
tiffs are due.

result of too much spending and not enough
commitment to right-sizing government.”

Rep. Frank Hornstein (DFL-Mpls)
responded, “This is about the responsibility
of the executive branch and the legislative
branch. We’re gonna have Democratic and
Republican governors and maybe third-party
governors well into the future, and that’s what
this is about.”

The 1939 Legislature first gave unallotment
power to the governor, and it has been used a
handful of times since.

According to the Legislative Reference
Library, “Over the past thirty years, the
unallotment procedure has been used by
three governors: Al Quie in 1980 ($195
million) and in 1981 (local government aid
payments were unallotted in November and
December 1981 and were reallotted and paid
by February 26, 1982), Rudy Perpich in 1986
($109 million), and Tim Pawlenty in 2003
($281 million), 2008 ($269 million), and 2009
($2.68 billion).” edlhs

March 15
Oral arguments
scheduled before state
Supreme Court.

Feb. 23
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HIGHLIGHTS

Editor’s note: The following Highlights are
coverage of select bills heard in House commit-
tees and other House activities held Feb. 11-18.
Designations used in Highlight summaries:
HF-House File; SF-Senate File; Ch-Chapter; and
*- the bill version considered by the House or
the bill language signed by the governor.

House bonding bill tops $1 billion

A capital investment bill to help stimulate
the state’s economy has gotten more expensive
en route to a conference committee.

Sponsored by Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-
St. Paul), HF2700 was amended to increase
general obligation spending in the bill to
nearly $1.09 billion, and passed 92-37 by the
House Feb. 15 after more than four and a half
hours of debate.

The Senate, which passed its $999.96
million general obligation bonding bill one
week earlier, refused to concur with the House
proposal. A conference committee is expected
to work out the differences.

Hausman said the House bill focuses on
higher education investments, transportation
and transit improvements, and clean
water infrastructure and environmental
protection.

The major change made on the House floor
is an additional $89.07 million to construct
400 more beds at the state’s sex offender
facility at Moose Lake. Gov. Tim Pawlenty
has threatened to veto the entire bill if this
project is not included. Technically offered
by Hausman, she said Rep. Larry Howes
(R-Walker), the lead Republican on the House
Capital Investment Finance Division, had also
signed off on the amendment.

“What we want to show ... is that we
are respecting the governor’s role in these
negotiations, and his strong desire for
this project, and want to be clear that on a
bipartisan basis we are bringing this issue into
the conference committee,” Hausman said.

To offset the added cost, Rep. Steve Smith
(R-Mound) unsuccessfully tried to remove
funding for convention center projects in
Mankato, Rochester and St. Cloud, along with
funds for Orchestra Hall and Ordway Center
renovations, a cultural center in St. Paul and
for design of the Headwaters Science Center
in Bemidji.

Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan)
unsuccessfully offered a motion to send the
bill back to the House Finance Committee so

February 19, 2010

the public could have a say in the matter.

House Majority Leader Tony Sertich (DFL-
Chisholm) said the motion was a “tactic to
delay passage and actually get jobs on the
ground in the state.” He earlier indicated the
bill would create 21,000 jobs.

CONSUMERS

No body shops for auto insurers

Abill that would ban automobile insurance
companies from owning auto body repair
shops is headed to the House floor — again.

Sponsored by Rep. Leon Lillie (DFL-North
St. Paul), HF978 would make it unlawful
for any company that sells auto insurance
to acquire ownership interest in a business
that repairs the “nonmechanical” exterior or
interior parts of automobiles.

The bill was awaiting action on the House
floor last year when session ended, forcing
it back to the House Commerce and Labor
Committee. The committee re-approved the
bill Feb. 16 and sent it back to the floor.

According to Lillie, the bill is intended to
prevent insurance companies from directing
consumers to get their cars fixed at the insurers’
own repair shops. He said the concern is that
they might have an unfair advantage over
independently owned shops.

Although no insurers currently own repair

— M. Cook

Fesruary 11 - 18, 2010

businesses in Minnesota, Lillie said it’s
becoming common in other states.

Joanne LaMettry, co-owner of LaMettry’s
Collision, raised another concern: that
insurance companies might look to cut costs
by having their repair shops do inferior work.

“There have been instances where insurers,
even in the current market, have pressured
independent repair shops to do repairs that
do not meet standard guaranteed repair
minimums,” LaMettry said.

Douglas Franzen, a lobbyist representing
Allstate Insurance, denied that insurance
companies would have an incentive to do
shoddy work, noting that the civil liability for
doing so would be “astronomical.” Instead,
he suggested bill supporters have ulterior
motives.

“Quite bluntly, (the bill) fences out
competition. It says certain people can’t
compete in this market.”

Franzenssaid the billwould hurt consumers.
He argued more competition for independent
auto body repair shops would lead to lower
prices and better deals. He noted that
Minnesota law already forbids “steering” of
consumers by insurance companies.

A companion, SF842, sponsored by Sen.
Mary Olson (DFL-Bemidji), awaits action
by the Senate Commerce and Consumer
Protection Committee.

— N. Busse

WATCHING THE SHOW

civics badge.

From left, Maddie Austin, Katie Lutzand Linnea Akesson, fourth graders at the International
School of Minnesota and Girl Scouts from Troop 12560 in Prairie Star, watch the Feb. 15
House floor session from the House Gallery. The girls were at the Capitol to earn their

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK
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| EDUCATION

Mental health education proposed

Prompted by a young constituent, Rep.
Andy Welti (DFL-Plainview) sponsors a
bill that would incorporate mental health
education into school districts’ existing
physical education and health programs for
students in grades seven through 12.

HF664 would direct the Education
Department to develop age-appropriate model
curriculum on the subject, but not mandate
its use by schools.

“Half of all lifetime cases of mental illness
begin by age 14, three-fourths by age 24.
Mental health education needs to be addressed
in our K-12 school system,” Welti told the
House K-12 Education Policy and Oversight
Committee Feb. 17. The bill was approved by
the committee and sent to the House K-12
Education Finance Division.

Welti’s constituent, Kayla Murphy, a
Marquette University student, testified via
YouTube that she has suffered from anorexia
nervosa, an illness that claimed her aunt’s life.
She said she hoped no other family would have
to suffer because they didn’t know how to talk
about mental illness with a loved one.

Lisa Hanson, a teacher at Red Wing High
School, described having to tell her class that
one of their classmates had killed himself.
His family paid for her to attend a Johns
Hopkins University training in adolescent
depression, with the hope of preventing more
adolescent suicides. “After teaching health for
so many years I knew so little,” Hanson said.
“Five percent of all teens are experiencing
depression. That’s one out of 20. We need to
destigmatize depression, we need to stigmatize
suicide. We have to deal with this.”

Rep. Randy Demmer (R-Hayfield) said he
understands the importance of the issue but
doesn’t want to place more expectations on
the Education Department while Gov. Tim
Pawlenty has proposed cuts to its budget.
Demmer, a proponent of local control, also
wants to avoid “creating a dependence in the
teaching community on the department to
develop these sorts of things.”

A companion, SF1531, sponsored by Sen.
Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the Senate E-12 Education Budget and
Policy Division.

— K. BERGGREN

Student transition plan OK'd
College- and career-readiness is a topic
frequently discussed by educators, business
people and lawmakers interested in how
well the state is preparing students for life
after high school. With the support of the

6 Session Weekly

Governor’s Workforce Development Council,
Rep. Sandra Peterson (DFL-New Hope)
sponsors HF2705 that would require school
districts to implement programs to help every
high school student make a transition plan for
postsecondary education or employment.

Bryan Lindsley, executive director of the
council, told the House K-12 Education Policy
and Oversight Committee Feb. 17 that the
council’s education action committee, which
includes Education Commissioner Alice
Seagren, approved the recommendation to
establish such a plan in 2008.

“This recommendation is to give students
the opportunity to really explore the amazing
world that is before them and to think about
opportunities and their future,” Lindsley said.
“It is not involuntary career tracking.”

Some lawmakers expressed reluctance to
mandate a new program for schools.

“Who can argue with the idea of helping
kids plan their aspirations and align that to
what they’re doing in high school?” said Rep.
Keith Downey (R-Edina). “But I think we have
to ask ourselves really hard questions here in
the Legislature. Every time there is a good idea
do we as a Legislature have to mandate it?”

Rep. Jerry Newton (DFL-Coon Rapids)
opposes imposing an unfunded mandate
because he believes it would be a drain on
scarce school resources. “Our counselors are
already overworked,” Newton said, noting
the Anoka-Hennepin School District has one
counselor per 650 students.

The bill was approved and now goes to the
House K-12 Education Finance Division.

A companion, SF2446, sponsored by Sen.
Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope), awaits action by
the Senate E-12 Education Budget and Policy
Division.

— K. BERGGREN

Board authority shift sought

Rulemaking regarding teacher licensing is
the purview of the Board of Teaching, which
does not require legislative approval to adopt
or significantly amend rules about how
teachers are prepared to take charge of their
classrooms.

Such rulemaking affects 650 licensure
and credential programs offered by many
of the state’s higher education institutions,
said Karen Balmer, the board’s executive
director.

The state’s Race to the Top application for
a share of federal education grants includes a
proposal to adopt a three-tier licensure system
that could significantly shift current teacher
licensure policies. That proposal is an example
of substantive education policy decisions that
should involve elected officials, said Rep.
Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville). She sponsors

HF2703 that would make the board’s authority
to adopt new licensure rules or amend rules
subject to legislative direction, as is the case
with the Department of Education.

The House K-12 Education Policy and
Oversight Committee approved the bill Feb.
18 and sent it to the House State and Local
Government Operations Reform, Technology
and Elections Committee. Its companion,
SF2482, sponsored by Sen. Chuck Wiger
(DFL-Maplewood), awaits action by the
Senate Education Committee.

Balmer supports the bill’s purpose to
maintain transparency and communication
between lawmakers and the board, but
said there are practical and philosophical
questions about the proposed change. For
example, the session timetable could hold up
rulemaking processes.

Greiling said she is open to grandfathering
in rulemaking already in progress, which she’s
discussed with Balmer, and that her intent
isn’t to bog the Legislature down with minor
rule changes or technical clarifications, but
to promote discussion on oft-controversial
issues such as teacher licensure and alternative
teacher compensation criteria. Limiting such
discussion to a state agency, Greiling said, is
“not full involvement of all elected officials,
which I think comes out with the best policy.
It may not always be pretty, but in the end I
think common sense is more apt to prevail
when you have more viewpoints involved.”

— K. BERGGREN

|_ELECTIONS

Campaign finance reform

The House State and Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology and Elections
Committee approved administrative changes
to laws governing the Campaign Finance and
Public Disclosure Board Feb. 17.

Sponsored by Rep. Steve Simon (DFL-
St. Louis Park) and Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-
New Hope), HF1206/SF80* would: remove
election laws that have since been ruled
unconstitutional; no longer require necessary
food utensils and supplies to be reported as
campaign expenditures; set a value of $5 or
less on informational material given to an
official in connection to legislation; permit the
board to exempt the requirement of an e-mail
address being provided; and set contribution
limits for judicial candidates — something
that does not currently exist.

The bill would allow a candidate to accept
up to $2,000 in an election year from any
individual, political committee or political
fund and up to $500 in other years. These
limits are the same as candidates running for
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PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

Gary Goldsmith, executive director of the
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board,
testifies Feb. 16 before the House State and Local
Government Operations Reform, Technology
and Elections Committee in support of a bill that
would change campaign finance and reporting
requirements and contribution limits provided
for judicial candidates.

governor, Simon noted.

He said the changes were included in a
larger election bill vetoed last year by Gov.
Tim Pawlenty.

Gary Goldsmith, the board’s executive
director, said, “This is really an administrative
bill that makes it possible for the board to
move further into the 21st century to leverage
the technological resources that have been
developing.”

The bill takes into consideration the
continuing budget decreases to the board and
focuses on the use of technology with fewer
staff, he added.

The bill, passed 65-2 by the Senate last May,
now goes to the House Finance Committee.

— P. OsTBERG

Election changes signed into law
A new law will allow major

|ine political parties to submit an
th); electronic list to the Office of
governor the Secretary of State with

names of eligible voters who
can serve as election judges in
each election precinct. Previous law didn’t
specify the ability to do so electronically.
Signed by Gov. Tim Pawlenty Feb. 11, the

February 19, 2010

law takes effect Aug. 1, 2010. Rep. Jeanne
Poppe (DFL-Austin) and Sen. Tony Lourey
(DFL-Kerrick) are its sponsors.

Under the law, “stepchild” and “stepsibling”
are added to the list of individuals not
qualified to be election judges, if related
to any candidate at the election. However,
individuals related to one another can serve
as election judges in the same precinct if
they serve on separate shifts that do not run
concurrently.

Additionally, the law authorizes a town
that has adopted a November election date to
return to the second Tuesday in March as the
date of the town general election, and it allows
a town with a November general election to
adopt a plan providing for a six-year term for
town supervisors.

HF729/SF848*/CH180

— P. OsTBERG

| EMPLOYMENT

DEED programs need some work

State workforce programs help Minnesotans
find jobs, but are plagued by problems with
accountability and coordination, members of
a House division learned.

A new report from the Office of the
Legislative Auditor highlights administrative
problems within the Department of
Employment and Economic Development.
Legislative Auditor James Nobles presented
the report and its findings to the House
Bioscience and Workforce Development
Policy and Oversight Division on Feb. 17. No
action was taken.

The report finds that unemployed
Minnesotans who utilize the state’s workforce
centers are generally more likely to find
employment than those who don’t; however,
the complex web of workforce programs in
the state is difficult to accurately monitor for
performance.

“These are programs that are always very
important to people who are looking for
work or looking to change jobs,” Nobles
said, adding that workforce programs “need
to be effective,” especially at a time of high
unemployment.

Key findings in the report include:

+ accountability within DEED is diffuse due to
fragmented authority and funding;

+ workforce programs are only partially
integrated with related programs like
unemployment insurance and adult basic
education;

+ funding for program providers bypasses a
competitive selection process; and

+ DEED’s monitoring of program providers is
inconsistent and not well funded.

Jody Hauer, OLA program evaluator
manager, said another problem is that
workforce program funding is tied to flawed
federal performance standards. This gives
workforce program providers an incentive
to work with people who are most likely to
succeed in finding jobs, rather than those who
need the most help.

“The workforce program receives no
additional credit when a person who has
limited schooling gets a job, than when a
skilled tradesperson comes in with an AA
degree and gets a job,” Hauer said.

Among other problems, Hauer also said
DEED does an inadequate job of providing
face-to-face help for people who want to
apply for unemployment insurance benefits,
directing them instead to a central phone
service or to DEED’s Web site.

Rep. Tim Mahoney (DFL-St. Paul), the
division chairman, said the system is “bent
in ways that it shouldn’t have been bent,” but
“it’s not broken.” He said additional hearings
are planned on the topic, possibly as early as
Feb. 23.

— N. Busse

| FAMILY

Child care rating inches forward

Rep. Keith Downey (R-Edina) questioned
House Early Childhood Finance and Policy
Division Chairwoman Rep. Nora Slawik
(DFL-Maplewood) Feb. 16 about whether
a statewide rollout of a quality rating and
improvement system (QRIS) for child care
centers and family child care providers is
inevitable.

Not necessarily, and especially not in
the current funding climate and projected
$1.2 billion state deficit, Slawik said. However,
a bill she sponsors, HF2760, would direct
$500,000 in available federal funds toward
training and support for providers interested
in participating in a quality rating system.
It was held over for possible inclusion in an
omnibus bill.

A pilot program sponsored by the Minnesota
Early Learning Foundation (MELF), Parent
Aware, is in its third year of operation.

Among Downey’s concerns is that Parent
Aware has not yet been evaluated to see if it
prepares children for kindergarten or helps
parents choose a child care setting, the two
primary purposes for which it was created. A
final evaluation is expected next fall.

“I still have questions as to whether we’ve
substantiated through the MELF pilot
whether there is any real direct correlation
between the QRIS and actual improvements
in readiness, and also whether there are
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alternative strategies besides just a statewide,
publicly run program for that,” Downey
said.

Rep. Sandra Peterson (DFL-New Hope)
reminded the division that the Legislature
approved such a system last year, without
specifying which system to use or how it will
be funded.

The bill would direct funds already
allocated to Minnesota to grants available to
help providers prepare for a rating system. For
example, grants could help providers improve
their facilities, receive coaching from other
providers or buy an educational curriculum.
Funds would be administered through the
16 regional agencies of the nonprofit Child
Care Resource and Referral Network, said
its executive director Ann McCully. She said
250 early responses from member providers
in 57 counties to a statewide survey indicate
that many, though not all, providers indicate
they are interested in participating in a quality
rating system.

A companion bill, SF2505, sponsored by
Sen. Terri Bonoff (DFL-Minnetonka), awaits
action by the Senate Finance Committee.

__ GAMBLING!

Righting a wrong for veterans

It would be a small change to the state’s
gambling laws, but it would mean a lot for
veterans at Stillwater’s American Legion post
and elsewhere.

Robert Hart, post adjutant for American
Legion Post 48 in Stillwater, said a recent
change to a gambling statute prohibited the
legion from renting out a pair of apartments
it owns. Essentially, the law said they could no
longer rent the apartments, which they used
as transitional housing for veterans, because
the legion uses charitable gambling proceeds
to pay for their building’s costs.

Hart said the change deprives the legion
of between $1,350 and $1,400 a month in
revenue.

“We’ve been struggling to get by in the
absence of that ever since that change in the
law was made,” he said.

Rep. Julie Bunn (DFL-Lake Elmo) sponsors
a bill that would rectify the situation.

HF2422 would change the wording of the
law so that veteran or fraternal organizations
don’t have to stop renting out portions of their
property just because they’re using charitable
gambling proceeds to pay for utilities and
other building expenses.

The House Commerce and Labor
Committee approved the bill Feb. 11. It now
awaits action by the full House.

— K. BERGGREN

8 Session Weekly

HiSTORY MATTERS

Minnesota’s history and cultural heritage.

Holding a Civil War-era rifle, First Regiment of Minnesota Volunteer Infantry re-enactor
Martin Goff educates Capitol visitors Feb. 15 during History Matters Day. Sponsored by the
Minnesota Historical Society, the event is designed to promote and raise awareness about
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“This affects not only this legion, but also
a number of others around the state,” Bunn
said, adding, “It has become a hardship for
them.”

Tom Barrett, Minnesota Gambling Control
Board executive director, said the situation
amounted to a “glitch” in the law, and that
the board supports Bunn’s bill.

Sen. Kathy Saltzman (DFL-Woodbury)
sponsors the companion, SF2476, which
awaits action by the Senate State and Local

Government Operations and Oversight
Committee.

— N. Busse

Tax break for charitable gambling

Charitable gambling organizations could get
atemporary tax break if they contribute some
of their proceeds to local governments.

The House Commerce and Labor
Committee approved HF2818, sponsored by
Rep. Al Doty (DFL-Royalton) Feb. 16. The bill
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would reduce taxes paid by charitable gaming
operations by the amount they contribute to
local government projects and programs.

Doty said public assets in his district ranging
from sidewalks to fire trucks to baseball fields
have been funded with charitable gambling
proceeds.

“Here’s the simple idea: if the charitable
gaming funds are being used for something
that would otherwise be a function of local
government, then we are going to give them
their taxes back,” Doty said.

Gambling organizations that qualify for
the credit could apply for a quarterly refund
from the Department of Revenue. The tax
exemption would be effective July 1, 2010, and
expire June 30, 2013.

King Wilson, executive director of Allied
Charities of Minnesota, called the plan “a
brilliant idea.”

“A large portion of money raised by
charitable gambling goes to the local city, goes
to the local high school. ... Anything we can
do that would allow organizations to have
more money to spend on these local projects
would be beneficial,” he said.

Committee members had bipartisan support
for the proposal — though some expressed
concern about its impact on the state’s projected
budget deficit. Doty said the bill would cost
$8.3 million in lost tax revenues.

“This has great merit; I just don’t know how
you pay for it,” said Rep. Tom Anzelc (DFL-
Balsam Township).

The bill now goes to the House Taxes
Committee, where Doty acknowledged it
faces potential opposition because of its state
budget implications.

“I know what the tax committee is going
to say,” he said, adding, “If this bill doesn’t
happen today, then I think very shortly after
we find $8.3 million would be the right time,
because I think it’s a good idea.”

A companion, SF2523, sponsored by Sen.
Paul Koering (R-Fort Ripley), awaits action
by the Senate State and Local Government
Operations and Oversight Committee.

— N. Busse

| GAME &IFISH

Trappers group requests changes

Trappers hope to see state regulations fine-
tuned governing the sport that attracts about
6,000 participants.

Minnesota Trappers Association leaders
asked the House Game, Fish and Forestry
Division Feb. 15 to address four key issues this
session:

+ allowing concurrent beaver, otter and
muskrat trapping seasons;
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+ opening raccoon and fox seasons earlier in
forested zones;

* broadening access to conservation officer
contact information; and

+ adding more trapping information to the
Department of Natural Resources” hunting
and trapping handbook.

No action was taken.

Beaver, otter and muskrat trapping season
begins in October. Beaver season ends in May,
while the other furbearers’ trapping season
ends in February. Setting concurrent beaver,
otter and muskrat seasons would alleviate
the waste of off-season muskrats and otters
caught accidentally in beaver traps, said
Shawn Johnson, association president.

Similarly, raccoons and fox get caught in
coyote traps. When this happens, trappers
are required to contact a conservation officer
to explain the mishap to avoid fines, Johnson
added. MTA members want officer phone
numbers published in local newspapers, on
industry maps and on Web sites. They also
want the DNR to publish an independent
trapping handbook.

Muskrats or their pelts may have a market
value between $2 and $20. Contrast that to
the $150 fines for taking the animals.

“There certainly isn’t a financial incentive
to be a good steward of the resource,” said Rep.
David Dill (DFL-Crane Lake), the division
chairman. He asked both sides to continue
working to resolve issues prior to any formal
bill introduction.

Seasonal climate differences between
northern and southern Minnesota also
present unique challenges for trappers in
District 1, which includes the Arrowhead
Region, Johnson said. Raccoon and fox
trappers can be prevented from trapping atall
if snow and ice appear early in the fall season;
therefore, the MTA is calling for an earlier
season in the district.

— S. HeGArTY
| GOVERNMEN

Keeping the lieutenant governor

A bill to abolish the position of lieutenant
governor failed ona9-7 vote in the House State
and Local Government Operations Reform,
Technology and Elections Committee
Feb. 18.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls), who
sponsors HF296, said the bill would save
money by eliminating the position. The bill
would make the secretary of state the governor
if a vacancy occurred.

Additionally, past governors have tried to
find a place for the lieutenant governor that
they might not be qualified to do, such as a

commissioner position, she said.

“I'think thisis an easy choice ... to eliminate
compared to the very hard choices that we’re
going to have to make,” she said.

The yearly statutory salary of the lieutenant
governor is $78,196.

David Schultz, a professor at the Hamline
University School of Business, said 42 states
have lieutenant governors. “There seems
to be no discernable pattern that states
without a lieutenant governor are better or
worse governed that those with lieutenant
governors,” he said. By the very nature that
governors were trying to find a position for
their lieutenant governors, then “perhaps this
is a position we just don’t need,” he added.

Rep. Steve Gottwalt (R-St. Cloud) said the
positions of secretary of state and lieutenant
governor are separate, and voters elect them
based on different reasons.

Rep. Paul Marquart (DFL-Dilworth) said
when voters go to the polls, they are voting
for a political philosophy. There should be
a continuation of the voters’ intentions and
it shouldn’t be changed unless through an
election, he said.

A companion, SF98, sponsored by Sen.
Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope), awaits action
by the Senate State and Local Government
Operations and Oversight Committee.

— P. OsTBERG

| HEALTH

Gift ban expansion, clarification

Relationships between physicians and
pharmaceutical companies are coming under
greater scrutiny.

HF1641 would expand and clarify a
current ban on gifts from pharmaceutical
manufacturers and drug distributors to
physicians. Sponsored by Rep. Tina Liebling
(DFL-Rochester), the legislation would
continue to allow physicians to work with
companies on drug and technology research,
but would set new rules for reporting financial
relationships.

Liebling, who successfully amended the
bill to exclude medical device manufacturers
from the ban, said the legislation would “add a
layer of transparency” to interaction between
physicians and pharmaceuticals.

The House Health Care and Human
Services Policy and Oversight Committee
heard the bill Feb. 16. It was held over for
possible inclusion in an omnibus bill.

Committee members heard from Kim
Witczak, whose 37-year-old husband, Timothy
“Woody” Witczak, committed suicide in
2003 after five weeks on the anti-depressant
Zoloft. Woody went to his physician for help
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treating insomnia, an off-label use of Zoloft,
and received a sample pack of the drug that
doubled the dosage after one week of use,
Witczak said. She claimed Woody was not
informed of the need to be closely monitored
when starting the drug.

“I believe this influence, which includes
gifts, played a role in Woody being prescribed
Zoloft off-label, which ultimately led to his
death,” said Witczak, who has spent the past
several years researching on her own the
influence of pharmaceuticals on physicians.

Under Liebling’s bill, companies would need
to report financial relationships with physicians
to the Department of Health. For their part,
physicians would need to tell a patient about a
relationship with a particular company before
prescribing the company’s product.

Opponents claim Minnesota already has
one of the strictest gift bans in the country.
Don Gerhardt, CEO and president of the trade
association LifeScience Alley, said companies
would prefer one set of federal guidelines on
the topic, instead of different regulations
among states.

“Do not throw an additional hoop for these
organizations to jump through,” he said,
adding that federal regulations are part of
stalled health care reform efforts.

A companion, SF1237, sponsored by Sen.
John Marty (DFL-Roseville), awaits action
by the Senate Business, Industry and Jobs
Committee.

— L. Rapowmski

Lyme disease treatment alternative
The Rev. Art Stenberg was bitten by a tick
in Brainerd in 1983, but wasn’t officially
diagnosed with Lyme disease until he visited
a New York physician in the early 1990s.
“This disease has cost us our life’s savings
and taken an even worse toll on (the) time
and energy that I've been able to spend with
my family,” Stenberg said. “They lost their
energetic and vibrant father a long time
ago.”
Yet the medical community has not reached
a consensus on the effectiveness of a long-
term antibiotic treatment. The approach has
been successful for some patients, but deadly
for others, prompting many Minnesota
physicians to avoid offering it altogether.
Sponsored by Rep. John Ward (DFL-
Brainerd), HF2597 would prohibit the Board
of Medical Practice from disciplining a
physician solely for administering that form
of treatment.

“A patient and his or her doctor should
have the right to come up with a treatment
plan which will best meet the needs of that
individual patient,” Ward told the House
Health Care and Human Services Policy and
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The Rev. Art Stenberg, who contracted Lyme
disease, testifies Feb. 17 before the House Health
Care and Human Services Policy and Oversight
Committee in support of a bill that would limit
the Board of Medical Practice from bringing a
disciplinary action against a physician for pre-
scribing, administering or dispensing long-term
antibiotic therapy for chronic Lyme disease.

Oversight Committee Feb. 17. The committee
tabled the bill in hopes of Ward and the board
reaching a compromise.

Chronic Lyme disease is associated with
symptoms like headaches, vision changes
and neurological disorders that persist
after typical treatment of Lyme disease is
completed. The disease itselfis disputed, with
some experts attributing symptoms to “post-
Lyme syndrome.”

“Scientific studies have not found a long-
term benefit to multiple and prolonged use
of antibiotics,” said State Epidemiologist Dr.
Ruth Lynfield. While isolated success stories
are good to hear, they are not sufficient ground
to support a therapeutic approach, she said.

“I'm just amazed that our smartest people
are unopen to new and novel things and
have opinions like that,” said Rep. Jim
Abeler (R-Anoka). Rep. Maria Ruud (DFL-
Minnetonka) later apologized for what she
called Abeler’s “disparaging” comment.

A companion, SF1631, sponsored by Sen.
John Marty (DFL-Roseville), awaits action
on the Senate floor.

— L. Rapomski

i EDUCATION

Financial aid likely to be cut

College students will likely have to get by
with less financial aid from the state when they
begin their fall semester.

The state grant program — the need-based
financial aid awards available to Minnesota
college students — faces a $41.6 million deficit
for the current biennium. To fix it, beginning
next fall, students who receive state grant
money will see a $300 average reduction in
their total award, said Meredith Fergus, policy
analyst for the Office of Higher Education.

According to Fergus, actual grant
reductions will probably range from $150 to
$1,000 per year, depending on the students’
individual financial circumstances. She said
the reductions are needed to fix the program’s
deficit, which has been caused largely by
enrollment increases driven by increased
unemployment in the state.

“We’re seeing higher enrollment across the
board,” she said, adding, “It certainly caught
us off guard.”

Fergusand other OHE officials discussed the
situation with members of the House Higher
Education and Workforce Development
Finance and Policy Division Feb. 18. No action
was taken.

Mark Misukanis, director of fiscal policy
and research for OHE, said the office could’ve
reduced the deficit by making reductions
earlier in the biennium, but decided it would
be fairer to students to fulfill the grantamount
they had already been promised.

“The downside is that now we have to take
a two-year problem and fix it in one year,”
Misukanis said.

Compounding the situation, another
financial aid program, the Achieve Scholarship,
had to borrow money from the state grant
program to pay for an unexpected increase in
demand for scholarship funds. Additionally,
Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s supplemental budget
proposal includes a $2.3 million cut to the
state grant program.

Roughly onein three college undergraduates
in Minnesota receive financial aid through the
program.

— N. Busse

| HOUSING!

Electronic foreclosure help forms

An update is on the table to a 2008 law
that assists people whose home is being
foreclosed.

A party entitled to foreclose on a property
must now provide notice to the mortgagor of
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the opportunity to see foreclosure prevention
counseling. The notice must be provided to
an authorized foreclosure prevention agency
within one week after notice is sent to the
mortgagor.

“This got counselors out right away to work
with the people and let them know what rights
they had, and how they could work out things
with the lenders,” said Rep. Joe Mullery (DFL-
Mpls).

More than 60 percent of individuals who
work with a foreclosure prevention counselor
are able to avert foreclosure, said Kristin
Beckmann, government relations director at
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity.

Mullery is sponsoring HF2615 to specify the
form and content of the notice requirement
to the foreclosure prevention agency.

Approved Feb. 15 by the House Civil
Justice Committee, it awaits action by the
full House. A companion, SF2501, sponsored
by Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
awaits action by the Senate Commerce and
Consumer Protection Committee.

It would require that information be sent
to the appropriate foreclosure prevention
agency in a non-proprietary database or
spreadsheet, when available. If possible,
electronic transmittal of the database would
occur by secure, encrypted e-mail.

The notice would also have to include contact
information for an agent of the mortgagee
who is authorized to negotiate a resolution
with the mortgager, and contact information
for the mortgagee’s loss mitigation manager.

“In the third quarter of 2009, 18,000 pre-
foreclosure notifications were sent back and
forth between lenders, servicers, attorneys
and counselors,” Beckmann said. “Our
hope on the counselor side, in both working
particularly in Minneapolis but with the home
ownership center network for the counselors
across the state, is that we can get rid of the
paper form and have all the information on
the paper form move to the first transmittal
of data, and have that first transmittal be
electronic.”

She said 80 percent of correspondence is
now electronic, but there is no standard form
or security guarantee.

— M. Cook

Nuisance property notification

Dan Vieths and his wife had to file
bankruptcy after a property deal went
south.

Vieths and Rep. Mike Obermueller (DFL-
Eagan) are working to make sure nobody else
suffers the same fate.

Sponsored by Obermueller, HF2176 would
require a seller of real property to disclose if
it has been identified as a nuisance property.
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“I call this the seller disclosure statement
bill,” he said. “Unless there’s out-and-out
fraud, you’re unable to protect against things
you’re not informed of.”

Heard Feb. 15 by the House Civil Justice
Committee, it was held over so all sides could
work together to reach consensus. It has no
Senate companion.

Vieths purchased a Minneapolis apartment
building in 2004. “Prior to closing, many calls
were made to the city, utility companies and so
forth. No work orders or special labels showed
up in any research done by us or our realtor,”
he said.

After taking possession, he was informed
by the city’s Problem Property Task Force that
the city was two weeks away from taking the
building from its previous owners because it
was labeled as one of the city’s worst in terms
of drugs, prostitution and other criminal
activity. Additionally, a $5,000 unfilled work
order was now his responsibility.

“After consulting with multiple attorneys,
we were given the same reply by each: that we
had no recourse,” Vieths said.

It took 18 months to purge the building of
the criminal element, but the cost to do so
wiped out the Vieths’ finances.

Christine Berger, vice president of
governmental relations for the Minnesota
Association of Realtors, spoke against the bill.

Among her concerns, if a nuisance is a
material fact it is already covered by current
law, a two-year statute of limitations now
exists and the bill’s definition of nuisance is
quite broad.

“The new disclosure this bill is suggesting
would be precedent setting in that it creates a
new list in statute of what is a material fact,”
she added. “Right now it just says all material
facts have to be disclosed. ... When you start
a list, where do you stop the list?”

— M. Cook

| HUMAN SERVICES

GAMC gets bipartisan approval

A plan to create a temporary, scaled-back
version of General Assistance Medical Care
(GAMC) is on its way to the governor’s
desk.

The House passed an amended version
of HF2680/SF2168* in a 125-9 vote Feb. 18.
Passed by the Senate on Feb. 11, it quickly
repassed the bill 47-16 when it was returned
from the House.

Sponsored by Rep. Erin Murphy (DFL-St.
Paul) and Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls), the
bill would create a 16-month GAMC program
providing continued coverage of basic medical
services to eligible low-income Minnesotans.

The program would be funded by reduced
reimbursement to health care providers,
cuts to county social services grants and the
draw-down of federal dollars. A controversial
surcharge on hospitals and HMOs was
eliminated in committee.

The legislation also proposes reforms
in mental health care delivery and allows
counties to serve GAMC enrollees through
a coordinated care delivery option. The
temporary program would begin March 1,
2010, a month before the current program is
expected to run out of funding.

On the House floor, lawmakers debated
whether reform measures proposed by Rep.
Matt Dean (R-Dellwood) and Rep. Steve
Gottwalt (R-St. Cloud) should be included
in the bill. One provision would create health
savings accounts for up to 1,000 enrollees in
MinnesotaCare, the state health program
designed for working families. The state would
make capped contributions to the accounts,
which enrollees would draw from to pay for
private services.

“We Dbelieve that these reform pieces are
necessary,” Dean said. “We believe GAMC
cannot continue into the next biennium. We
need to reform that.”

Dean successfully amended the bill to
include establishment of a county-based
group home program for childless adults.
The second part of his amendment, which
included the health savings accounts, failed.

Several legislators said they supported
GAMC reform efforts, but believed the
proposals needed further discussion in
committee.

Gov. Tim Pawlenty has proposed
transitioning GAMC participants into
MinnesotaCare. Critics of the governor’s
proposal say GAMC enrollees, many of
whom have a chronic mental illness, would
not be able to pay the premiums and follow
the re-enrollment procedures required under
MinnesotaCare.

— L. Rapbomski

Food Support eligibility plan on hold

More Minnesotans would be eligible for the
federal Food Support program, under a bill
laid over for possible inclusion in an omnibus
bill.

Rep. Patti Fritz (DFL-Faribault) sponsors
HF453, which would eliminate a $7,000 asset
limit on households eligible for the program,
formerly known as food stamps. Under the
bill, households would need to make less than
about $30,000 annually to receive benefits;
their assets would not count against their
eligibility. While Food Support is a federally-
funded program, states have the ability to
restrict access.
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Alexandra Fitzsimmons, policy director for the
Minnesota Catholic Conference, testifies before
the House Health Care and Human Services
Finance Division Feb. 16 in support of a bill that
would modify MFIP and food stamp provisions.

Speaking to the House Health Care and
Human Services Finance Division Feb. 16,
Fritz said the bill is targeted, in part, toward
out-of-work, middle-class Minnesotans who
need assistance as they try to get back on
their feet. Only 60 percent of state residents
who are eligible for the program are actually
enrolled, she said, in part because of the
stigma associated with public assistance.

Assetlimits for Food Supportareinconsistent
with the Minnesota values of hard work and
self-reliance, said Alexandra Fitzsimmons,
policy director for the Minnesota Catholic
Conference. Those limits punish families
trying to maintain or achieve economic
independence by building up their savings.

“Forcing individuals to spend down long-
term savings to qualify for short-term assistance
leaves individuals and families more vulnerable
in the future,” Fitzsimmons said.

Some division members said they were
concerned about the lack of any asset limit,
prompting a heated discussion on how to
ensure benefits go to people who need them
most. Rep. Laura Brod (R-New Prague)
questioned whether dropping asset limits
indefinitely would be sustainable.

“It is not compassionate to make promises
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that a government knows it can’t keep,” Brod
said.

“The point is we all care about people in
need,” said Rep. Steve Gottwalt (R-St. Cloud).
“The question here is, ‘What are we doing with
a government program?””

A companion, SF481, sponsored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls), awaits action by
the Senate Finance Committee.

— L. Rapomski

| HUMANITIES

Minority councils get grim news

Although they receive only a sliver of the
state’s biennial budget, that amount keeps four
state minority councils operating. However,
proposed cuts call into question their abilities
to keep focused on 14 percent of the state’s
population.

Along with most state agencies, the governor’s
supplemental budget proposes a 3 percent cut
of unspent funds during this fiscal year to
the Council on Black Minnesotans, Chicano
Latino Affairs Council, Council on Asian-
Pacific Minnesotans and the St. Paul office of
the Indian Affairs Council. The groups are also
expected to absorb a 6 percent to 9 percent cut
in each of the ensuing three fiscal years.

This was part of what Rep. Mary Murphy
(DFL-Hermantown) called the “grim news”
for the House Cultural and Outdoor Resources
Finance Division Feb. 17 as members reviewed
budget cuts proposed for areas under their
jurisdiction. No action was taken.

The 2009 Legislature asked for a study on
whether it would make financial sense for
the councils to collocate, and the impacts
that collocation would have on each council’s
operations. The report, prepared by the
Management Analysis Division of Minnesota
Management & Budget, shows little savings
would occur by collocating. Additionally the
councils noted that client service and privacy,
as well as council identity and autonomy are
operational concerns.

Murphy, the division chairwoman, said
results of a study could be a moot point.

“I wonder if the councils are going to be
wondering if they could stay where they are at
all because the knight was not kind,” Murphy
said. “The report, although very well done,
doesn’t help us much.”

The governor’s proposal acknowledges
that council cuts, if enacted, would result in
a reduction of staff hours and reductions to
other operating expenses.

— L. ScHutz

| LOCALIGOVERNMENT]

Cuts cause city, county concerns

Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s supplemental budget
proposes $250 million in state aid cuts
to cities and counties. Local government
representatives told the House Local
Government Division Feb. 15, the day of the
budget’s release, they’re still reeling from the
cumulative effects of prior year cuts.

Mankato City Manager Pat Hentges
said the city rolled back its 2010 budget
to 2007 spending levels; eliminated most
of its “livability” initiatives, such as arts
funding, and “secondary” services, such as a
recreational program at a nature center and
a police school liaison; and eliminated about
10 percent of its workforce. The proposed new
cuts, Hentges said, would require Mankato to
eliminate another $1.7 million, the equivalent
of its snowplow, library and street lighting
budgets. To compensate with property tax
revenue would require an increase between
20 percent and 25 percent, he said.

Many small cities don’t have much left to
cut, said Floodwood Mayor Jeff Kletscher, first
vice president of the Minnesota Association of
Small Cities, nor do they have much of a tax
base to tap. Theyre deferring maintenance,
such as sidewalk, roof and road repairs, and
energy-saving updates like insulation and new
windows. “Cities across the state are being set
up for major catastrophes as time goes on as
we put off this maintenance,” he said.

Minneapolis would lose the equivalent of
more than one-third of the city’s 2010 police
budget of $133 million, according to City
Council Member Elizabeth Glidden. She said the
proposed $50.3 million in state aid cuts “really
has the potential to change public service as we
know it.” She said Minneapolis, which has seen
$43 million in state aid cuts since 2008, recently
laid off 60 civilian police workers.

The timing of recent cuts can also wreak
havoc on the local budget process, according
to Keith Carlson, executive director of the
Minnesota Inter-County Association. Because
local governments operate on a calendar
year, decisions made late in the year can’t be
accommodated by local levy decisions, which
might otherwise help compensate for state aid
cuts.

Local governments are often exhorted to
do “more with less,” Carlson said. “I’'m here
to tell you we’re doing less with less.”

— K. BERGGREN

Watch for House Public Information Services
updates at
www.twitter.com/MNHouselnfo
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Designating American Legion Day

Heading to the House floor is a bill that
would designate Sept. 16 as American Legion
Day.

Sponsored by Rep. John Ward (DFL-
Brainerd), HF2538 would “recognize the
millions of American Legion veterans who
have dedicated and continue to dedicate
themselves to service of community, state and
nation.”

By designating a day for American Legion
veterans, it’s another way to “take a day to
say thank you for your service,” Ward said.
His grandfather and father were both past
commanders of American Legion posts, he
said.

Sept. 16 commemorates the date in 1919
that Congress chartered the American
Legion. Roger Ball, legislative chairman for
Minnesota’s fourth district of the American
Legion, said, “In towns small and large, the
American Legion is there to help veterans,
their families and the children and youth of
the community. It’s not just what we do, it’s
who we are.”

The House Agriculture, Rural Economies
and Veterans Affairs Committee approved the
bill Feb. 15. A companion, SF2528, sponsored
by Sen. Paul Koering (R-Fort Ripley), awaits
action by the Senate Agriculture and Veterans
Committee.

— P. OsTBERG

If you have Internet access, visit the Legislature’s
Web page at: www.leg.mn

Getting soldiers their extra pay

Thousands of the Minnesota’s National
Guard 34th Red Bull Infantry Division are still
waiting for the extra pay they were promised
by the federal government in October 2009.

In response, Rep. Phil Sterner (DFL-
Rosemount) sponsors HF2908 that urges
President Obama to order the secretary
of defense and other responsible federal
government officials to promptly issue their
claim. The resolution states many soldiers
are especially in need due to “the current
economic and employment situation facing
all veterans returning to the United States.”

The House Agriculture, Rural Economies
and Veterans Affairs Committee approved the
resolution Feb. 15. It now goes to the House
floor.

Col. Eric Ahlness, director of government
relations for the Minnesota National Guard,
said the resolution’s intent is to bring the
issue to the attention of federal leadership
overseeing the payment of benefits in hopes
it will expedite the process.

Congress enacted legislation in October
2009 authorizing implementation of the
leave benefit pay. It was only recently that
military leadership issued guidance on how
to implement the process to pay soldiers
for the months served between January and
August of 2007, Ahlness said. Approximately
2,500 Minnesota soldiers qualify for the $200
per day for an extra four months of military
service.

Rep. Bob Dettmer (R-Forest Lake) said in
a previous committee, “We need to send a
message back to Washington that they need
to clear this up as soon as possible.”
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Rep. Phil Sterner, whose district includes the Rosemount National Guard Armory and Community
Center, recognizes the command staff of the 34th Red Bull Infantry Division Feb. 12 on the House
floor. The divisionis based at the Rosemount facility. Red Bulls in attendance are, from left: Maj. Gen.
Richard Nash, Brig. Gen. David Elicerio, Command Sgt. Maj. Doug Julin, Col. Neal Loidolt, Col. Dirk
Kloss, Lt. Col. Stefanie Horvat and Lt. Col. John Morris.
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A companion, SF2600, sponsored by Sen.
Sharon Erickson Ropes (DFL-Winona), awaits
action by the Senate Agriculture and Veterans
Committee.

— P. OsTBERG

Veterans’ small business preference

Military veterans who own small businesses
would be given preference in bidding for state
contracts for goods and services, under a bill
approved by the House Agriculture, Rural
Economies and Veterans Affairs Committee
Feb. 15.

Sponsored by Rep. Dan Severson (R-Sauk
Rapids), HF2809 would expand the preference
from women, minorities, the disabled and
those that served in active service since Sept.
11 to include all military veterans. The bill
caps the total number of veterans’ preference
contracts at 6 percent.

A similarly focused bill passed last year,
but was revised to only include those who
became veterans after Sept. 11, Severson
said. “We have received correspondence from
some Vietnam veterans, some Desert Storm,
Gulf War veterans who say, ‘Why are you
discriminating against us?”” he said.

Opponents may say there isn’t enough
room for both veteran’s companies and those
already considered, but current businesses
only comprise about 2.5 percent of contracts
awarded, Severson said. “I think there is plenty
for everyone.”

“It’s not giving them a job, it’s just letting
them be able to bid on the job,” said Jerry
Kyser, vice chairman of the United Veterans
Legislative Council of Minnesota. While
current law allows younger veterans to take
advantage of the preference, many of those
younger veterans don’t own a business capable
of handling a state contract, he said.

The bill now goes to the House Finance
Committee. There is no Senate companion.

|_SAFETY

Keeping everyone plowed out

Insolvent developers or those facing
foreclosure who let snow accumulate in their
uncompleted subdivisions leave those first few
residents on the street vulnerable.

Unmaintained roads jeopardize public
access to school buses and emergency vehicles,
said Rep. Mike Nelson (DFL-Brooklyn Park).
He sponsors HF2231 that would transfer
snow removal duties to local road authorities
if developers refuse to clear streets under
their purview. The House Transportation
and Transit Policy and Oversight Division
approved the bill Feb. 17 and referred it to

— P. OsTBERG
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the House Civil Justice Committee.

The bill would let local authorities begin
snow removal in delinquent subdivisions
where there are at least five lots. Cities or
counties could charge the properties within
the subdivision a reasonable fee for the service.
Alien may be placed upon the properties if the
snow removal charges remain unpaid. The bill
applies only to insolvent developers or those
facing foreclosure that have not yet turned the
road over to the local authorities.

Sen. Ken Kelash (DFL-Mpls) sponsors a
companion bill, SF2004, which awaits action
by the Senate Transportation Committee.

—S. HEGARTY

Don’t darken the window too much

Anyone who tries to sell or apply window
glazes to motor vehicles that do not comply
with Minnesota law could face misdemeanor
charges, according to a bill approved Feb. 17 by
the House Transportation and Transit Policy
and Oversight Division.

Sponsored by Rep. Carlos Mariani (DFL-
St. Paul), HF2914 was referred to the House
Commerce and Labor Committee. Sen. Sandy
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) sponsors a companion,
SF2370, which awaits action by the Senate
Transportation Committee.

Mariani said the issue arose from a
constituent who said her son paid a company
to apply the darkest tint available even though
state law prohibits darker tints. Subsequently,
he was stopped and ticketed by St. Paul police.
Upon further study, the parent discovered that
it is not illegal for tint companies to “install”
the darker glazes.

States differ in the degree of tinting
allowed on vehicle windows. The proposed
legislation would prohibit applying darker
tints regardless of where the vehicle is licensed
or primarily driven. Current law prohibits
tinting which results in a light transmittance
ofless than 50 percent or a reflectance of more
than 20 percent.

Car dealers are already prohibited from
selling vehicles with non-conforming window
tints.

— S. HeGARTY
| TECHNOLOGY;

High-speed Internet for all

A recommendation to provide high-speed
Internet access to every Minnesotan by 2015 is
on track to becoming an official state goal.

Sponsored by Rep. Sheldon Johnson
(DFL-St. Paul), HF2907 calls for Minnesota
to transform itself into a national and
international leader in providing broadband
access. The House Telecommunications
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Regulation and Infrastructure Division
approved the bill Feb. 12, and sent it to the
House Commerce and Labor Committee.

The bill calls for a boost in speed: no less
than 10 megabits per second for downloads
and five megabits per second for uploads for
every user in the state. In addition, it states
that Minnesota should rank among the top
five U.S. states for both speed and access to
broadband Internet, and rank comparatively
to the top 15 nations globally for broadband
access.

Johnson said the bill is based on the
recommendations contained in the Minnesota
Ultra High-Speed Broadband Task Force final
report. Rick King, former chairman of the
task force and chief technology officer for
Thomson Reuters North American Legal,
said Minnesota currently ranks about 24th in
the nation in providing high-speed Internet
access.

“High-speed broadband has the potential
to unlock enormous economic growth in the
state,” King said. He added that 80 percent of
the state’s economy is tied to “knowledge and
service industries” that would benefit from
better Internet connectivity.

King said the bill’s stated goals for download
and upload speeds represent the “minimum
support” for transmission of two-way, high-
definition video — something he said will
enable health care providers to improve their
services.

Under the bill’s provisions, the Commerce
Department would be required to submit
annual reports to the Legislature on progress
made toward reaching the goals. Additionally,
the bill would establish a 15-member
Broadband Goal Advisory Group to advise the
department and the Legislature on broadband
issues.

A companion, SF2254, sponsored by Yvonne
Prettner Solon (DFL-Duluth), awaits action
by the Senate Energy, Utilities, Technology
and Communications Committee.

— N. Busse

A ‘crisis of competitiveness?’

Minnesota facesa “crisis of competitiveness”
in attracting high-tech industries, and needs
a comprehensive science and technology
initiative to remedy the problem.

That was the message from members of
an advisory group at a hearing of the House
Bioscience and Workforce Development
Policy and Oversight Division on Feb. 16. No
action was taken.

“Minnesota once led, but by now we
are losing our prominence in science and
technology innovation,” said Dan Mallin,
co-chair of the Minnesota Science and
Technology Economic Development Project.

Mallin said Minnesota is “far behind” other
states in establishing policies and programs
that promote growth in high-tech business.
He recommends the state establish and
fund a permanent organization to facilitate
that growth, and provide incentives like tax
credits for angel investment, research and
development and similar activities.

“Minnesota must have a plan and a strategy,
and to do this requires a permanent structure
to guide the effort,” Mallin said.

Some division members questioned
the feasibility of funding a new economic
development initiative at a time when the state
is struggling to fund its current programs.
Rep. Bill Hilty (DFL-Finlayson) commented
that Mallin’s message amounted to asking
the state to reduce its revenues and increase
spending at the same time.

Rep. Ryan Winkler (DFL-Golden Valley)
questioned whether there is enough evidence
that programs like angel investment tax
credits actually work to justify the cost.

“Before we engage in this effort of creating
a new institution, of investing in tax credits,
I think more evidence needs to be brought to
the table to support that,” he said.

The Minnesota Science and Technology
Economic Development Project was a joint
public-private effort commissioned by the
Legislature in 2009. It released a report Jan.
15 on how to boost science and technology-
based business growth in the state. The report
isavailable on the Department of Employment
and Economic Development Web site.

— N. Busse

| TRANSPORTATION

Complete streets idea incomplete

Imagine streets that take into account the
needs of motorists, cyclists, pedestrians and
even people with special needs. Rep. Mike
Obermueller (DFL-Eagan) sponsors HF2801
that would put the “Complete Streets” concept
into first gear.

The bill would push the state toward a
policy that would, during the design phase of
any state-aid funded road project, take into
consideration the impact the roadway would
have on the people who use it, and the impact
on the areas that it passes through.

The bill calls for the Department of
Transportation to develop and implement a
policy with a goal of developing a balanced
transportation system, Obermueller told the
House Transportation Finance and Policy
Division Feb. 16.

“There are a lot of different people who
interact with our roads. Certainly there’s cars
... we have transit issues, and we have a lot of
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people who interact with our roads in terms of
riding a bike, trying to cross a road if you are
senior, or a kid,” Obermueller said. He stressed
that this would not be a mandate for local
governments, but it would be for MnDOT.

Division members had plenty of questions
about potential costs, the practicality of the
policy’s implementation and if there was
an implied mandate for local governments
because many times state aid is used when
improving the trunk highway system.

Rep. Michael Beard (R-Shakopee) said use
of trunk highway funds for wider streets, more
sidewalks or bike trails would create an added
cost for the state.

“It strikes me as if this is another little hole
punchedin the bucket called the trunk highway
fund,” which, he said, is constitutionally
dedicated for road construction.

Because a fiscal note was not available at the
hearing, Rep. Bernie Lieder (DFL-Crookston),
the division chairman, laid the bill over
for further consideration. A companion,
SF2461, sponsored by Sen. Tony Lourey
(DFL-Kerrick), awaits action by the Senate
Transportation Committee.

— L. ScHutz

Intersection reconstruction gets OK

- A pilot project using a

comprehensive method for

tl:‘ye taking road projects from
governor design to completion made it to

law after a nine-month delay.
Passed as amended by the
House last year on the session’s final day, time

ran out before the Senate could concur with
the changes. It did so Feb. 8. The bill was
signed by the governor Feb. 11, and took effect
the next day.

Sponsored by Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka)
and Sen. Michael Jungbauer (R-East Bethel),
the law allows for reconstruction of the Trunk
Highway 10 and Anoka County State-Aid
Highway 83 intersection in Anoka County
using the design-build construction process.
The law is similar to previous statutory
authorization for Hennepin County.

Under the law, the county must employ at
least one architect, mechanical engineer, civil
engineer and a full-time project manager with
atleast five years of construction management
experience; adopt implementation procedures
to establish an advisory panel; and define
standards for a request for proposals, for
proposal evaluation and for the award and
execution of the design-build project.

HF1074/SF740*/ CH181

— L. ScHutz

Grants sought for rail safety

The state could improve its railways by
grants offered through the Federal Railroad
Safety Enhancement Act of 2008.

Rep. Mike Nelson (DFL-Brooklyn Park)
sponsors HF1467 that would direct the
Department of Transportation to apply
for grants, when available, by soliciting
and prioritizing requests from eligible
railroads for installation of switch indicator
signals where posted speeds are greater than
20 mph.

Approved by the House Finance Committee
Feb. 15, the bill awaits action by the House
Ways and Means Committee.

Minnesota has 1,200 miles of non-signaled
track in 40-50 mph zones, and this bill
would enhance rail safety, Phillip Qualy,
state legislative director for the United
Transportation Union, told the committee in
2009.

Participating railroads would be required
to provide the 20 percent nonfederal match;
provide the commissioner with technical
documentation; and install the rail safety
technology.

The bill was included in last year’s omnibus
transportation policy bill that was vetoed by
the governor.

A companion, SF1674, sponsored by Sen.
Ken Kelash (DFL-Mpls), awaits action in the
Senate Finance Committee.

— L. ScHutz

Where to find information

House Public Information Services
175 State Office Building
651-296-2146 or 800-657-3550
House Public Information Services is a
nonpartisan office that provides committee
meeting schedules; legislator information;
and publications, including Session Weekly
newsmagazine, educational brochures, and
member directories.

Junior Girl Scouts from Troop 11541 in St. Michael use the railing on the second floor of the Rotunda to spread out a search for art and
architecture of the Capitol during a scavenger hunt to acquire their model citizen badge.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
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AT ISSUE: Budget

Budget battle begins

DFL lawmakers say governor’s budget plan is incomplete, call for ‘Plan B’

By Nick Busse

fthe conflict over how to solve the state’s projected

$1.2 billion deficit amounts to a kind of political

chess match, Gov. Tim Pawlenty just made the first
move — but DFL leaders say he’s cheating.

On Feb. 15, Pawlenty outlined his vision
for a biennial budget fix. The governor’s
supplemental budget proposal calls for deep
cuts to some state programs, a package of tax
cuts for businesses and some help from the
federal government.

“Minnesota has experienced a multi-billion
dollar drop in revenues as a result of the
economy,” Pawlenty said at a press conference.
“Spending expectations and requirements
need to be aligned with the revenue that’s
currently available.”

Under the plan, K-12 education, public

safety and veterans services would be largely

spared from the governor’s budget ax. Instead,

Pawlenty calls for cuts in four key areas:

+ $347 million to health and human services
programs;

+ $250 million to county and city aid;

+ $181 million to state agencies; and

* $47 million to higher education.

Pawlenty’s plan also calls for a 20 percent
corporate tax cut, a 20 percent reduction in
small business taxes and several other tax
incentives designed to encourage economic
growth.

The final part of the governor’s plan —
the part that has rankled members of the
House’s DFL majority — is a plan to accept
$387 million in expanded federal funding for
Medicaid. The problem, Democrats say, is that
the funding hasn’t actually been approved yet
by Congress.

“At any time in history, has any other
governor proposed a budget that relies on
hypothetical federal funding?” asked Rep.
Thomas Huntley (DFL-Duluth).

Atajoint meeting of the House Finance and
Ways and Means committees Feb. 16, Huntley
and other DFLers vented their frustrations
with the governor’s budget plan to senior
Minnesota Management & Budget staff.

Rep. Lyndon Carlson, Sr. (DFL-Crystal),
finance committee chairman, asked MMB
Commissioner Tom Hanson what the
governor would do if the federal Medicaid
extension doesn’t become law.

“What we're really interested in ... is what

Gov. Tim Pawlenty releases his supplemental budget proposal at a Feb. 15 news conference.
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Priorto a Feb. 16 hearing of the LCPFP Subcommittee on a Balanced Budget, House Finance Committee Chairman Rep.Lyndon Carlson, Sr., center, listens
as he and Senate Majority Leader Larry Pogemiller, right, question Minnesota Management & Budget Commissioner Tom Hanson on the use of federal
funds to balance Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s supplemental budget proposal.

I called this morning ‘Plan B> — what you
would do if the $387 (million) is not there,”
Carlson said.

Hanson replied that there is no “Plan B.”
If the Medicaid extension falls through, the
governor will propose additional cuts — but
there are no plans currently to specify what
those cuts might be.

House Republicans defended the governor’s
plan. Rep. Mary Liz Holberg (R-Lakeville)
reminded Democrats that they too had
proposed a state budget

“We don’t have a lot of time here, and when
(the governor) has such strong feelings, and
anything counter is met with a veto threat,
then we do keep seeking information,”
Hausman said.

Looking for common ground
DFL leaders said they will release their own
budget plan sometime after the release of
the February budget forecast, scheduled for
March 2. For now, Pawlenty’s proposal has
given them plenty to

based on speculative
funding sources
— namely, on tax
increases the governor
had promised to veto.
“It is a matter of
perspective,” Holberg
said. “They’ve chosen

“The list of options to resolve a
$1.2 billion deficit after years of
declining revenue is
incredibly imperfect,”

Management & Budget Commissioner

chew on.

“It looks to me that
the governor is cutting
some importantareas,”
House Majority Leader
Tony Sertich (DFL-
Chisholm) said at a Feb.
15 press conference.

— Tom Hanson

to include (the federal
funding) in their
budget. Last spring, the Democrats decided
to include tax increases in balancing their
budget, even though every indication was that
it would never become law.”

To that point, Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-
St. Paul) argued that Pawlenty’s numerous
vetoes of DFL proposals made it all the more
important to know what his budget plan will
be if the federal money falls through.
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Sertich indicated a
couple of likely points
of contention in future budget negotiations
between legislative leaders and the governor.
He singled out the local government aid cuts
as being particularly harmful, potentially
forcing cities and counties to cut essential
services like police and fire. Also, noting that
the governor’s own estimate is that 40,000
Minnesotans would be impacted by the

health and human services cuts, he said that
is another likely source of disagreement.

House Speaker Margaret Anderson Kelliher
(DFL-Mpls) indicated that filling the state’s
budget gap might involve several steps, and
that DFL leaders may look to enact some
spending reductions relatively early on in the
session.

“We’re going to do some work here early,
before the February forecast comes out,” she
said. “We’re going to try to make that problem
be a smaller problem after we get that forecast,
and then we’ll go from there.”

Senate Majority Leader Larry Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls) gave some clues as to where
DFLers might find common ground with the
governor at a Feb. 16 hearing. Speaking to his
fellow members of the Legislative Commission
on Planningand Fiscal Policy’s Subcommittee
on a Balanced Budget, Pogemiller said the
governor’s proposed cuts to higher education,
state agencies and health and human services
were all on the table — from the Senate’s
perspective, at least.

Whatever ultimately happens, all parties
seem to be in agreement about one basic fact:
it is not a fun situation to be in.

“The list of options to resolve a $1.2 billion
deficit after years of declining revenue is
incredibly imperfect,” Hanson said. ess
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Idea

A bill is an idea for a new law

or an idea to change an old

law. Anyone can suggest an

idea for a bill — an individual,

consumer group, professional
association, government agency or
the governor. Most often, however,
ideas come from legislators, the
only ones who can begin to move an
idea through the process. There are
134 House members and
67 senators.

General Register
In the House, the General
Register serves as a parking
lot where bills await action
by the full body. Bills chosen
to appear on the Consent
Calendar, Calendar for the Day or
the Fiscal Calendar are drawn from

the General Register.

In the Senate, a different procedure
isused. Bills are listed on the General
Orders agenda. Senate members, act-
ing as the “committee of the whole,”
have a chance to debate the issue
and offer amendments on the bill.
Afterwards, they vote to recom-
mend: passage of the bill, progress
(delay action) or further committee
action. And sometimes they recom-
mend that a bill not pass. From here,
the bill is placed on the Calendar.

Session Weekly

How a Bill Becomes

Legal form
The Office of the Revisor
of Statutes and staff from
other legislative offices
work with legislators in
putting the idea for a new
law into proper legal form. The
revisor’s office is responsible for
assuring that the proposal’s form
complies with the rules of both
bodies before the bill is introduced
into the Minnesota House of
Representatives and the Minnesota
Senate.

Calendar for the Day
In the House, the Calendar
for the Day is a list of bills the
House Rules and Legislative
Administration Committee
has designated for the full
House to vote on. Members can
vote to amend the bill, and after
amendments are dispensed with,
the bill is given its third reading
before the vote of the full body is
taken. The House also has a Fiscal
Calendar, on which the chair of the
House Ways and Means Committee
or House Taxes Committee can
call up for consideration any tax or
finance bill that has had a second
reading. The bills are debated,
amended and passed in one day.

Sponsors

Each bill must have a legislator

to sponsor and introduce

it in the Legislature. That

legislator's name appears on

the bill along with the bill’s
file number to identify it as it moves
through the legislative process.
There may be up to 34 co-sponsors
from the House and four from the
Senate. Their names also appear on
the bill.

In the Senate, bills approved by the
"committee of the whole" are placed
on the Calendar. At this point, the
bill has its third reading, after which
time the bill cannot be amended
unless the entire body agrees to it.
Toward the end of the session, the
Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration designates bills
from the General Orders calendar to
receive priority consideration. These
Special Orders bills are debated,
amended and passed in one day.

A bill needs 68 votes to pass the
House and 34 votes to pass the
Senate. If the House and Senate
each pass the same version of the
bill, it goes to the governor for a
signature.

e il AN

February 19, 2010




a Law in Minnesota

-

Introduction

The chief House sponsor of the

bill introduces it in the House;

the chief Senate sponsor

introduces it in the Senate.

Identical bills introduced in
each body are called companion bills.
The bill introduction is called the
first reading. The presiding officer
of the House then refers it to an
appropriate House committee for
discussion; the same thing happens
in the Senate.

Conference

If the House and Senate
versions of the bill are
different, they go to a
conference committee. In the
House, the speaker appoints
three or five representatives, and
in the Senate, the Subcommittee on
Committees of the Committee on
Rules and Administration selects
the same number of senators to form
the committee. The committee meets
to work out differences in the two

bills and to reach a compromise.

February 19, 2010

Committee

The bill is discussed in one or

more committees depending

upon the subject matter.

After discussion, committee

members recommend action
— approval or disapproval — to
the full House and full Senate. The
House committee then sends a
report to the House about its action
on the bill; the Senate committee
does likewise in the Senate.

Floor

The conference
committee’ s
compromise bill
then goes back to the

House and the Senate
for another vote. If both bodies
pass the bill in this form, it is
sent to the governor for approval
or disapproval. (If one or both
bodies reject the report, it goes back
to the conference committee for
further consideration.) A conference
committee report cannot be
amended on the House or Senate

floor.

Floor
After the full House or Senate
accepts the committee report,
the bill has its second reading
and is placed on the House
agenda called the General
Register or the Senate agenda called
General Orders. (A committee can
recommend that non-controversial
bills bypass the General Register
or General Orders and go onto the
Consent Calendar, where bills usu-
ally pass without debate.) After this
point, House and Senate procedures
differ slightly.

Governor

Once the governor has the
bill, he or she may: sign it,
and the bill becomes law;
veto it within three days; or
allow it to become law by
not signing it. During session, the
House and Senate can override a
governor’s veto. This requires a two-
thirds vote in the House (90 votes)
and Senate (45 votes). The governor
also may “line-item veto” parts of a
money bill, or “pocket veto” a bill
passed during the last three days of
the session by not signing it within
14 days after final adjournment. ¥
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BILL INTRODUCTIONS

Friday, Feb. 12

HF2918-Greiling (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Beverage production in basements
authorized, and commissioner of
agriculture directed to amend Min-
nesota rules.

HF2919-Anderson, S. (R)

Finance

Balanced budget required prior to
passage of other legislation.

HF2920-Welti (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy
& Oversight Division

Motor vehicle definition clarified.

HF2921-Hornstein (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Moratorium imposed on electronic
advertising devices.

HF2922-Thissen (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Minneapolis Employees Retirement
Fund; administrative functions
transferred to the Public Employees
Retirement Association and
consolidationaccount created within
the Public Employees Retirement
Association.

HF2923-Johnson (DFL)

Finance

Ramsey County; mothers first pro-
gram funding provided.

HF2924-Hayden (DFL)

Finance

Matching funds restored for county
financial workers.

HF2925-Kath (DFL)

Finance

Certain public facilities programs
amended and technical changes
made.

HF2926-Hosch (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Mental health policy provisions for
children amended and commu-
nity health worker technical changes
made.

HF2927-Thissen (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Health care clearinghouse added for
health care provider transactions.
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HF2928-Champion (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Juneteenth observance governing
provisions modified.

HF2929-Kelly (R)
Finance

Red Wing; Red Wing River Way Trail
funding provided.

HF2930-Hamilton (R)

Finance

Korean Defense Service Medal
recipients special license plate
created.

HF2931-Eastlund (R)

Finance

Cambridge; municipal bridge
replacement funding provided.

HF2932-Jackson (DFL)

Finance

Aquatic and wildlife management
areas and critical habitat funding
provided.

HF2933-Hansen (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Overseas absentee ballot waiver
application required.

HF2934-Slocum (DFL)

Finance

Hennepin County; Fort Snelling
Upper Bluff emergency building
stabilization funding provided.

HF2935-Demmer (R)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Conveyance of certain surplus state
land authorized.

HF2936-Morrow (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Careless driving resulting in death
penalty provided.

HF2937-Hortman (DFL)

Finance

Passenger rail project annual report
to Legislature required.

HF2938-Thissen (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Persons with disabilities licensure
programs and provisions modified.

HF2939-Hosch (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Protective agents authorized to
use flashing lights in certain traffic
situations.

HF2940-Loeffler (DFL)

Finance
Prohibitionrepealed on usingabroker
to coordinate Medical Assistance-
covered transportation services.

HF2941-Anzelc (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Dental insurance provider
agreements regulated.

HF2942-Atkins (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Various licenses and other
entities regulated; informational
requirements modified; education
and notice requirements continued;
varioushousekeeping, technical,and
clarifying changes made; various
provisions reorganized relating to
real estate brokers, salespersons
and closing agents; and real estate
appraiseradvisoryboard membership
requirements and appointment
authority modified.

HF2943-Sterner (DFL)

Finance

ArmyNational Guard members fund-
ing provided for payments to satisfy
federal obligations.

HF2944-Greiling (DFL)

Finance

School finance system modified,
new education funding framework
created, and income tax schedule
changes made.

HF2945-Mahoney (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

State Building Code municipal
enforcement provisions modified.

Monday, Feb. 15

HF2946-Kalin (DFL)

Higher Education & Workforce
Development Finance & Policy
Division

Public infrastructure for bioscience
businesses expanded to include clean
energy businesses.

HF2947-Beard (R)

Finance

Certain carryforward authority
provided to the Office of the
Legislative Auditor.

HF2948-Koenen (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Contract deadline exception created
to the contract deadline penalty for
certain school districts.
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HOUSE FILES 2918- 3081

HF2949-Gardner (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Treatment works allocation and
interceptors reserved capacity costs
provisions modified.

HF2950-Atkins (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Deceptive practices prohibited in the
sale of event tickets.

HF2951-Kahn (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Teachersretirement funds, contribu-
tion rates, state aid amounts, annuity
formulas and fiduciary responsibili-
ties regulated and adjusted.

HF2952-Murphy, M. (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

State employees retirement plan
contribution ratesincreased, interest
rates on refunds and certain benefit
accrual rates reduced, vesting
requirements and early retirement
reduction ratesincreased and certain
amortization periods extended.

HF2953-Murphy, M. (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Teachers Retirement Association
member and employer contribution
rates increased, postretirement
adjustment amounts suspended and
temporarily reduced, and interest on
refunds reduced.

HF2954-Dill (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
General burning permits provided,
forestry service fees establishment
authority modified, timber sales
provisionsmodifiedand certain pilot
projects and reports eliminated.

HF2955-Dill (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Deerkilled byamotorvehicle permit-
ted to be kept by the driver.

HF2956-Koenen (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Indian tribal governmentauthorized
conveyance of land no longer needed
for trunk highway purposes.

HF2957-Koenen (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Indian tribal governments exempted
from registering or licensing
watercraft, off-highway vehicles and
snowmobiles.
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HF2958-Pelowski (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology
& Elections

Open Meeting Law changed.

HF2959-Lesch (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Sick leave for certain workers stan-
dards established, civil penalties
provided and rulemaking required.

HF2960-Paymar (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Background check required for
transfer of a firearm at a gun show
and penalty provided.

HF2961-Fritz (DFL)

Finance

Steele County; Stagecoach Trail
acquisition funding provided.

HF2962-Fritz (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Minnesota Academy for the Deafand
Minnesota Academy for the Blind
provided trial placement.

HF2963-Fritz (DFL)

Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Steele County; speed limit set on
portion of County Highway 19.

HF2964-Fritz (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

United States Mission to the United
Nations urged to create the position
of youth delegate.

HF2965-Paymar (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Ganganddrugtaskforcescertification
process established, criminal gang
investigative data systems creation
authorityestablished, certain entities
dissolved and forfeiture reporting
requirements amended.

HF2966-Norton (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
School calendar restrictions
amended.

HF2967-Scalze (DFL)
Civil Justice

Augmented estate composition
modified.

HF2968-Peterson (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Environmentally sensitive cleaning
productsrequired tobeusedin public
buildings, and guidelines and a task
force established.

HF2969-Ruud (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Licensing provisions made technical
changes.
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HF2970-Jackson (DFL)

Civil Justice

Revisor’s bill correcting erroneous,
ambiguous and omitted text and
obsolete references; eliminating
redundant, conflicting and
superseded provisions; and making
miscellaneous technical corrections
to laws and statutes.

HF2971-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes
Taxprovisionschanged and modified
relating to individual income,
corporate franchise, estate, sales
and use, gross receipts, cigarette,
tobacco, insurance, property,
credits, payments, minerals, local
government aid, job opportunity
building zones, emergency debt
certificates and various taxes and
tax-related provisions.

HF2972-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Taxation; policy, technical,
administrativeand clarifyingchanges
made relating to individual income,
corporate franchise, sale and use,
property, petroleum, cigarette,
tobacco, insurance, local taxes,
and other taxes and tax-related
provisions.

HF2973-Murphy, E. (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

University of St. Thomas on-sale
liquor license authorized.

HF2974-Atkins (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

State fair allowed to issue liquor
licenses.

HF2975-Lanning (R)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Salviadivinorumsaleand possession
crime established, and penalty
provided.

HF2976-Sertich (DFL)

Taxes

Apprenticeship training facilities
exemption modified relating to
property taxation.

HF2977-Thissen (DFL)

Finance
Homerulecharterandstatutory cities
authorized to makeloans to property
owners who install energy efficient
or renewable energy improvements;
repayment authorized through a
special assessment collected through
the property tax; revenue bonds
authorized to fund the program.

HF2978-Rosenthal (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
First-degree driving while impaired
crimeamended toinclude prior felony
convictions from other states.

HF2979-Rosenthal (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Alcohol concentration lowered from
0.20 percent to 0.16 percent for an
aggravating factor under DWI law.

HF2980-Drazkowski (R)

Finance

Lake Zumbro and Schmidt Lake
restoration funding provided.

HF2981-Bly (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
MNovate Commission established
to assist the governor, Legislature,
the commissioner of education
and learning communities of
Minnesota.

HF2982-Reinert (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Off-sale intoxicating liquor sales
modified.

HF2983-Eastlund (R)

Taxes
GreenAcresprogramandagricultural
classificationsmadein 2008 and 2009
changes repealed.

HF2984-Kahn (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

State Lottery authorized to offer
games involving sports wagering
and sports wagering pools, sports
bookmaking authorized under
licensesissued by thelottery director,
and tax imposed on licensed sports
bookmaking.

HF2985-Clark (DFL)

Civil Justice

Imposition of a late fee prohibited
except in specified circumstances,
receipt required for certain rent
payments, tenant permitted to
make emergency repairs and other
laws modified related to a rental
agreement.

HF2986-Hornstein (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Responsible family life and sexuality
education program created.

HF2987-Paymar (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Openalcohol containerlawexpanded
to apply to off-road recreational
vehicles.

HF2988-Pelowski (DFL)

Civil Justice

Minnesota Data Practices Act
provision added on computer data,
and state agency use of temporary
session cookies on government Web
sites clarified.

HF2989-Liebling (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Forfeiture provisions recodified and
consolidated while making numerous
substantive and technical changes.

Tuesday, Feb. 16

HF2990-Hilstrom (DFL)

Civil Justice

State guardian ad litem board
established.

HF2991-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Courtauthorized to furnishanyelec-
tronic copies of documents to public
defender at no charge.

HF2992-Champion (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Human Rights Act made technical
amendments.

HF2993-Winkler (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Public debt provided to be incurred
for public information technology
systems, licenses and infrastructure;
constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF2994-Nelson (DFL)

Finance

School districts allowed to use health
and safety levy for costs associated
with preparing for seasonal virus
prevention.

HF2995-Tillberry (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Diagnosis qualifications of attention
deficit disorder or attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder expanded.

HF2996-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Justice

Notice and other actions required
before a civil action or arbitration
proceeding may be commenced to
collect a purchased debt, default
judgments regulated and criminal
penalties provided.

HF2997-Kahn (DFL)

Agriculture, Rural Economies &
Veterans Affairs

Regulated production provided of
medical marijuana for export and
rulemaking authorized.

HF2998-Jackson (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Area for protection extended to a
reasonable area around residence
or dwelling in ex parte order for
protection.
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HF2999-Murphy, M. (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

PublicEmployees Retirement Associa-
tion plan provisions amended, terms
defined, contribution and interest
rates adjusted; vesting requirements
modified; postretirementadjustments
provided; and privatized hospital
employee election eliminated.

HF3000-Howes (R)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Pre-Labor Day start date prohibited
for flexible learning year programs.

HF3001-Downey (R)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Binding arbitration agreement
required before teacher strike.

HF3002-Gottwalt (R)
Commerce & Labor

Licensure created for wine
educators.

HF3003-Buesgens (R)

Finance

Number of public school pupils
covered by the permanent school
fund endowment apportionment
expanded.

HF3004-Buesgens (R)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Election provided to determine
whether to detach land from an
existing school district for a new
independent school district.

HF3005-Thao (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Drum use allowed while baiting
bear.

HF3006-Davids (R)

Finance
FillmoreCounty;veteran’scemeteries
appropriation modified.

HF3007-Dittrich (DFL)

Taxes

CoonRapids; taxincrement financing
extension.

HF3008-Anzelc (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

TypeIll vehicle drivers requirements
amended.

HF3009-Hilty (DFL)

Energy Finance & Policy Division
Utility report filings, hydrogen
energy projects, weatherization
programs, public utility commission
assessments and utility metering for
supportive housing made technical
changes; individuals and entities
authorized to take certain easements
in agricultural land.
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HF3010-Bigham (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Firefightersand volunteerambulance
attendants allowed to purchase
MinnesotaCare at full cost.

HF3011-Downey (R)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Commission on Service Innovation

established.

HF3012-Emmer (R)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

State consideration of federal
mandates process established.

HF3013-Hosch (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Mental health diagnostic assessment
payments changed into a three-tier
budget-neutral rate structure for
Medical Assistance reimbursement.

HF3014-Downey (R)

Finance

State budget documents required to
includefederalinsolvencycontingency
planning.

HF3015-Hansen (DFL)

Finance

Certain film production cost
reimbursement provided.

HF3016-Hosch (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy
& Oversight Division

Vehicle impoundment notice time
clarified.

HF3017-Atkins (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Municipalities authorized to permit
certain solicitations.

HF3018-Paymar (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Prostitution law provisions
clarifiedandrecodified and certain
definitions modified.

HF3019-Hayden (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Protecting Childrenand Strengthen-
ing Families Act created and report
required.

HF3020-Nelson (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Metropolitan Council authorized to
participate in state paid insurance
and benefits.

HF3021-Faust (DFL)

Finance

Variable rate fertilizer application
equipment grant program
established.

HF3022-Tillberry (DFL)

Finance

Legislative intent clarified, and
language added to the collaborative
urban educator appropriation.

HF3023-Holberg (R)

Commerce & Labor
Businessscreeningservicesregulated,
and correctionanddeletion of certain
criminal records provided.

HF3024-Murdock (R)

Commerce & Labor

Manufactured Home Building Code
requirements modified.

HF3025-Olin (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Organization and operation of
business corporations, nonprofit
corporations and limited liability
companies regulated; consistent law
provided relating to registered agents
and offices of business entities; and
prohibition repealed against certain
business names.

HF3026-Olin (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Responsible licensed individual
requirements modified for
electricians.

HF3027-Eken (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
Mercury testing requirements
amended for new incinerator units.

HF3028-Dill (DFL)

Finance

Cook County Higher Education
Board funding provided.

HF3029-Hortman (DFL)

Finance

Large vehicle movement on public
streets and highways governing
provisions modified.

Thursday, Feb. 18

HF3030-Kalin (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

State Board of Investmentrequired to
consider venture capital investments
in businesses located in Minnesota.

HF3031-Davids (R)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Resignation of certain elected public
officials required.

HF3032-Dill (DFL)

Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Veteran designation modified toallow
identification of disability.

HF3033-Rukavina (DFL)

Finance

Rebate program established for solar
photovoltaic modules.

HF3034-Emmer (R)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Teachers charged with felonies
suspension without pay authorized.

HF3035-Davnie (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Minnesota Comprehensive Health
Association; preexisting condition
limitation exception for children
provided and technical update
made.

HF3036-Gottwalt (R)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

MinnesotaCare defined contribution
program established.

HF3037-Rukavina (DFL)

Finance

Manufacturing equipment
loan program established for
manufacturing businesses in the
state and revenue bonds issued.

HF3038-Olin (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Inmate payment of room and board
modifiedtoinclude anytime credited
for time served.

HF3039-Hayden (DFL)

Civil Justice

Driver’s license requirements
modified for foster children, in-court
reviews required and definition of
parent expanded for child protection
proceedings.

HF3040-Rukavina (DFL)

Civil Justice

Noncustodial parent allowed to pro-
vide child care and deviation from
child support guidelines permitted.

HF3041-Seifert (R)

Finance

HINI1 flu prevention activities
made eligible for health and safety
revenue.

HF3042-Murphy, E. (DFL)
Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Participating provider agreements
regulated between health plan
companies and health care
providers.
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HF3043-Kalin (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Computer-adaptive assessments
provided for general education
students.

HF3044-Hornstein (DFL)

Taxes

Preferences for foreign sourceincome
eliminated, subtraction for foreign
royalties repealed, definition of
domestic corporations expanded to
include certain foreign corporations
incorporated in or doing business
in tax havens and foreign operating
corporations repealed.

HF3045-Anzelc (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight
Human services
requirements modified.

licensure

HF3046-Ruud (DFL)
Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Birthing centers

established.

licensure

HF3047-Huntley (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Office of Health Care Inspector
General created and commissioner of
human services duties modified.

HF3048-Norton (DFL)
Commerce & Labor

Construction codes and licensing
provisions modified, certain notice
provisions modified and criminal
penalties imposed.

HF3049-Norton (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Dental benefit plan requirements
established for prior authorizations
and provider audits.

HF3050-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Attorney defined for consultation
with personsin custody, and calls in-
cludedtoattorney cellular telephones
from persons in custody.

HF3051-Dill (DFL)

Environment Policy & Oversight
State park and state forest boundary
designation provided, historic prop-
erty exemption provided, state forest
acquisition provisions modified,
acquisition of Lake Vermilion State
Park provided, state parks and state
forestsadded toand deleted from,and
publicand privatesales, conveyances,
and exchanges for certain state land
authorized.

HF3052-Abeler (R)

Commerce & Labor

Nonrecourse civil litigation funding
transactions regulated.
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HF3053-Atkins (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

Electronic bingo provided, rates and
collection of lawful gambling taxes
adjusted and modified.

HF3054-Lanning (R)

Finance

Red River flood damage reduction
project mitigation funding
provided.

HF3055-Thissen (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight
State-County Results, Accountability,
and Service Delivery Redesign Act
changes made.

HF3056-Norton (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Quality improvement program
for physician clinics and hospitals
established.

HF3057-Davids (R)

Finance

Fillmore County; veterans cemetery
funding provided.

HF3058-Hortman (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Coon Rapids; dam commission
created.

HF3059-Ruud (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Pregnant women mandatory
reporting requirements modified.

HF3060-Hornstein (DFL)

Energy Finance & Policy Division
Burned mixed municipal solid
waste and refuse-derived fuel and
production of landfill gas deleted
from list of technologies that fulfill
utility’s requirement to generate
portion of electricity from renewable
energy sources.

HF3061-Hornstein (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Minnesota’s waste management
hierarchy amended.

HF3062-Anzelc (DFL)

Finance

Itasca County; steel plant
appropriations modified.

HF3063-Newton (DFL)

Finance

School district authorized to renew
an expiring referendum by action of
the school board.

HF3064-Swails (DFL)
Finance
Allowable capital levies expanded.

HF3065-Simon (DFL)

State & Local Government
Operations Reform, Technology

& Elections

Securities lending agreements
and holding of municipal funds
provided.

HF3066-Thissen (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight
Administrative expense data
reporting required, the Advisory
Group on Administrative Expenses
established.

HF3067-Hansen (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Watershed plan provisions
modified.

HF3068-Eken (DFL)

Taxes

Disabled veteran’s market valuation
exclusion continuation provided.

HF3069-Kath (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Board of Teaching directed to incor-
porate professional reflection and
growth in best teaching practices
into its renewal requirements for a
continuing teaching license.

HF3070-Kath (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Ethics training required from home
health aides, and commissioner of
health instructed to amend rules.

HF3071-Hayden (DFL)

Health Care & Human Services
Policy & Oversight

Exemptions from MFIP and general
assistance asset limitations created.

HF3072-Bigham (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Lane into which left turns must be
made specified.

HF3073-Carlson (DFL)

Finance

Amount of agency deposit receipts
made technical changes, and use of
feesclarifiedin the combined charities
campaign.

HF3074-Slocum (DFL)

K-12 Education Policy & Oversight
Board of Teachingallowed toapprove
innovative, research-based teacher
and preparation and licensure
programs.

HF3075-Severson (R)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Relinquished land owned by the
Department of Transportation
governing requirements established.

HF3076-Juhnke (DFL)
Commerce & Labor
Elevator provisions modified.

HF3077-McNamara (R)

Finance

Afton; flood hazard mitigation
funding provided.

HF3078-Brown (DFL)

Commerce & Labor

State lottery operation restriction
removed.

HF3079-Hortman (DFL)
Environment Policy & Oversight
Permitting efficiency provided and
environmental review provisions

modified.

HF3080-Hortman (DFL)
Transportation & Transit Policy

& Oversight Division

Child passenger restraint require-
ments exempted for certain school
buses.

HF3081-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Oversight
Criminal sexual conduct in the first
degree penalty increased.
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MinNNESOTA INDEX

The state budget

In billions, total projected General Fund spending in the 2010-11 biennium............... $31.3
Percent spent on K-12 education 37.1
Percent spent on health and human services 293
Percent spent on property tax aids and credits 9.9
Percent spent on higher education 9.1
Percent spent on public safety 5.8
Percent spent on debt service 3.2
Percent spent on state government 20
Percent spent on environment, energy and natural resources 1.2
Percent spent on agriculture and veterans 038
Percent spent on transportation 0.6

In billions, General Fund spending in the 2000-01 biennium $24.2
In the 1990-91 biennium $136
In the 1980-81 biennium §7.2

In billions, projected state tax revenues in the 2010-11 bIENNIUM ..ooocovoversveescersirrsinns $304
Percent from individual income tax 47.0
Percent from sales tax 284
Percent from statewide property tax 5.1
Percent from corporate tax 4.2
Percent from gross earnings taxes 19
Percent from liquor/tobacco taxes 1.8
Other tax revenues 4.2
All other revenues 74

“Price of government,’ or percentage of personal income taken up by
state and local government spending, in fiscal year 2009 15.1
In fiscal year 2006 16.2
In fiscal year 2003 15.0
In fiscal year 2000 16.2
In fiscal year 1997 17.5
In fiscal year 1994 17.9
In fiscal year 1991 164

In billions, Minnesota's total fiscal years 2010-11 biennial budget, including all funds....$60.1

In fiscal years 2000-01

$37.0

In fiscal years 1990-91

$20.6

In fiscal years 1980-81

$104

Source: Minnesota Management & Budget

— N. Busse
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FIRST READING

Schools shore up state’s checkbook

Obscure law forces drawdown of school reserves before state can borrow

By KRis BERGGREN

n order to pay its bills this spring, the state is
holding outits hat to school districts. It will borrow
$423 million from 221 school districts’ cash reserves
by delaying reqularly scheduled March and April state

aid payments.

But first the state had to dust off an old
statute allowing it to do so. It’s not that the
state particularly wants to borrow schools’
cash, but if it plans to borrow money, the state
is required by law to look to schools first. The
districts affected are those with more than
$700 per pupil unit in their reserve funds.

The use of the obscure mechanism
highlights a snowballing problem with
avalanche potential. The long-term effect
of how the state is juggling to pay its bills
could impact the fiscal health
of schools, said Rep. Mindy
Greiling (DFL-Roseville), the
House K-12 Education Finance
Division chairwoman. The
move sets a bad precedent,
and compounds the burden
of a poorly designed funding

formula already failing to
L)

~

”

™

Cash flow shortages this s

_.

spring will trigger a 24-year-

old, never-before-used L — -
statute that requires the e
state to delay payments -

to school districts before
borrowing money. In effect,
the payment delays will

draw down schools’ cash E—

meet schools’ rising expenses in the face of
growing demands, she said.

“The snowball is rolling faster and faster
with bad financial management practices.
We have to raise taxes, make cuts, look for
reforms,” Greiling said.

Rep. Larry Howes (R-Walker) agrees the
system is broken. “The Legislature should be
able to balance their budget and not have that
impact on school districts,” he said.
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reserves. So far, the plan e o T R
is to take only from those - R .
schooldistrictswithreserves e - b=~

greater than $700 per pupil.
Some lawmakers question
the fairness of borrowing

money from schools. —
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Drawing