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Welcome to Session Weekly

To our new subscribers and those who have been loyal readers of Session Weekly during its 23 years,
welcome to the second year of the 84th session of the Minnesota Legislature.

Each week during session, we pride ourselves in bringing to you a nonpartisan look at the issues
before the House. We also hope to educate you on the process, and give you a closer look at the people
who will be spending a good share of their time at the State Capitol the next few months.

Several pages of the first issue of Session Weekly are dedicated to bill introductions. For those who
are new to the magazine, you should know that our annual survey shows that bill intros are among
the most read sections of the magazine — and for good reason. This is the beginning of the process
of turning an idea into law. The language might be cumbersome, but these are the issues that may be
talked about during session.

Forinstance, this week’s bill introductions include one restricting the use of Social Security numbers
and another mandating that legislators’ and governor’s compensation be forfeited if budget provi-
sions aren’t passed in a timely manner. Because it is a bonding year, many communities will find bills
relating to local projects they may like to see accomplished.

If you just can’t wait for the mail to bring your Session Weekly, it is also available Fridays online as a
PDF file with links to help you learn more about the issues. If you are interested in being notified when
the online version of Session Weekly is available, please e-mail leeann.schutz@house.mn and we will
add you to our update list.

We hope you find Session Weekly valuable. If you have comments or story ideas please call House
Public Information Services at (651) 296-2146, (800) 657-3550 or (651) 296-9896 (TTY).

Session Weekly staff

On the cover: House Speaker Steve Sviggum, center, watches as Blaine Olivero, right, a member
of the Northfield Youth Choirs-Governors Choir, ceremonially gavels the House back into session
March 1. Chief Clerk Al Mathiowetz, left, moves to his podium to begin the session.

—Photo by: Tom Olmscheid
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IRST READING
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Money wanted

Governor offers nearly $900 million bonding plan

By Mike Cook

t could be the bill that makes or breaks the
I 2006 session.

And it’s the one that could decide if the
session ends early or goes to the constitutional
deadline.

“I think it would be fair to assume that
when we have an agreement on the bonding
bill—whenever that is— whether that’s April
30 or May 10, the legislative session will be
adjourned,” House Speaker Steve Sviggum
(R-Kenyon) said Feb. 7.

Traditionally, the second year of a bien-
nium is focused on the bonding, or capital
investment, bill for projects that are funded
by selling state bonds.

However, that was not the case in the previ-
ous biennium.

A $944.9 million measure was passed last
year after members failed to agree on a pro-
posalin 2004. Of that law, $885.9 million was
in general obligation bonds.

According to the Department of Finance,
“The state sells general obligation bonds into

the marketplace. The proceeds from the sale of
the bonds are used to pay the cost of building
the capital projects that are approved by the
Legislature.”

Assuming a capital investment bill is passed
this year, this biennium will have more gen-
eral obligation investment than any other.

Gov. Tim Pawlenty offered an $897.2 million
capital budget Jan. 17, including $811 million
in general obligation bonds. The remainder
would come from user financing, trunk
highway fund bonds and general funds. Sixty
percent of his proposals are directed towards
Greater Minnesota and 40 percent to the seven-
county Twin Cities metropolitan area.

“By any but the most grotesque standards
of some recent years, that’s a big-size bonding
bill,” he said.

The $983.6 million bill passed by the Leg-
islature in 2002, the last traditional year a
capital investment law was passed, contained
$881.1 million in general obligation funding.
However, after vetoes by Gov. Jesse Ventura,
the number was reduced to $626.9 million

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Cindy Swanson, a marine mammal trainer at Como Zoo, works with Neil, a 10-year-old polar bear,
during a Feb. 6 training session. The zoo has put forth a $10 million bonding request to make im-
provements. Gov. Tim Pawlenty has nothing in his proposal for Como Zoo, but $13 million for new
exhibits and facilities at the Minnesota Zoo in Apple Valley.
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and $551 million, respectively. The 2000 law
contained $636.8 million overall and $467.6
million in general obligation bonds.

Among Pawlenty’s proposals are: $270.1
million for higher education ($142.5 million
for the Minnesota State Colleges and Uni-
versities system and $127.6 million for the
University of Minnesota); $209.3 million for
environment and agriculture, including $65.3
million for water management and pollution
control; $141 million for transportation, in-
cluding $60 million to complete funding for
the Northstar commuter rail line; $80.3 mil-
lion for health and human services, includ-
ing a 400-bed sex offender facility in Moose
Lake; and $70.4 million for criminal justice.
View the request at http://www.budget.state.
mn.us/budget/capital/index.shtml.

Rep. Gene Pelowski, Jr. (DFL-Winona)
expressed concern that MnSCU requested
$110 million in asset preservation, for things
like fixing leaky roofs or replacing outdated
boilers, and the governor is requesting just
$20 million. “The governor’s plan means 39
of 53 campuses will get no money,” he said.

Overall, more than $2 billion in requests
were submitted from state agencies and local
governments.

As the bill moves through the process, the
project list and dollar amount could change.

Sviggum expects the final House bill to be
similar to the governor’s, while Rep. Dan Dor-
man (R-Albert Lea), chair of the House Capital
Investment Committee, wouldn’t be surprised
ifit’s closer to a halfway point between the final
House and Senate bills. If the House and Senate
bills differ in dollars or projects, a conference
committee would be needed to work out any
potential differences. The Senate bill is tradi-
tionally closer to the maximum permitted to
stay within state guidelines, which indicate that
no more than 3 percent of non-dedicated general
fund revenues go toward debt repayment.

“This is to guide us and provide discipline
to the process,” said Finance Commissioner
Peggy Ingison.

In November, the state’s debt capacity
indicated that a bonding bill could top out at
$965 million and still stay within guidelines.
However, following the release of the eco-
nomic forecast on Feb. 28, Ingison said the
amount is now $990 million.

According to Pawlenty, current fiscal year
debt service payments will be $352 million

First Reading continued on page 4
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Members of the House Capital Investment and
Higher Education Finance committees listen
to Matt Mescher, director of the University of
Minnesota Center forImmunology, on onefloor,
top, as a class meets and students study on other
floors of Hasselmo Hall. The committees toured
facilities on the Minneapolis campus Feb. 21 to
review the university’s $206.1 million bonding
request.

for $3.6 billion in outstanding bonds. Plus,
another $1 billion in previously authorized
bonding has yet to be sold.

Many committees reviewed requests dur-
ing the interim, and more will complete their
recommendations early in the session. For
example, the House Jobs and Economic Op-
portunity Policy and Finance Committee and
the Environment, Agriculture and Economic
Development Budget Division of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee heard more than 60 proposals
Feb. 21-23. Each request is under consideration
for the final committee bonding requests.

Dorman has requested all finance com-
mittees submit their recommendations to his
committee by March 17.

“Iwant to try and get this thing out of here
early so we get out and go home,” he said.
Sviggum expects the House bill to be ready
sometime in late-March or early-April.

Senate Majority Leader Dean Johnson
(DFL-Willmar) did not give a total number,
but said at a Feb. 21 legislative forum that a
good bonding bill has “geographic balance
and program balance.”

At the same forum, Sen. Thomas Neuville
(R-Northfield) said he expects the final bill will
be in the $900 million to $950 million range.
He also expects it to pass both bodies early in
session and then be in a conference committee
until May so other bills can be finalized.

Sviggum said the bill would not be held up
so other issues can be addressed.

Members of the respective capital invest-
ment committees have spent part of the
interim touring the state from border to bor-
der. “We’ve seen more than 200 sites around
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Minnesota looking at projects,” Johnson said.
Dorman said his committee, with a smaller
budget, has seen around 100.

Some members say a hands-on experience
is far more educational than just seeing a
proposal on a sheet of paper.

pus. “You don’t get that in a hearing room.”

In addition to seeing things he would not like-
ly otherwise see, first-term Rep. Neil Peterson
(R-Bloomington) said it was also an opportunity
tolearn from longer serving members. He often
rode with Reps. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) and
Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul).

“You get a feel for them,” Rep. Denny
McNamara (R-Hastings) said after touring the
University of Minnesota’s Minneapolis cam-

“I had the two deans, and I could just say,
“Tell me about this,” Peterson said.
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Legislators will have to hit the ground running if
they want to get a lot of work done in 2006 — they
face one of the shortestand latest regular sessions
in recent memory.

March 1 marked the latest regular-session start
date for the Legislature since 1984, and only the
second latest since 1973, when legislators began
meeting in both years of the biennium. This ses-
sion will also be the shortestin at least eight years
— assuming the Legislature adjourns by its May
22 deadline.

0dd vs. Even

Why is this year’s session so shortand so late? To
answer that question, one must look at the differ-
ences between thefirst, orodd-numbered, year of
a biennium, and the second, or even-numbered,
year.

The most important bill passed during odd-
numbered years is always the state budget.
Indeed, the state cannot function unless abudget
is passed — hence last July’s historic eight-day
partial government shutdown.

During the second year of the biennium, the
focusis usually on capital investment commonly
known as the omnibus bonding bill.

This year, for example, leaders of both House
caucuses have expressed their desire to pass a
bill that would fund nearly $1 billion in capital
investment projects. But sometimes, as in 2004,
the House and Senate cannot agree on a bonding
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package, and no bill is passed.

Historically, even-year sessions are significantly
shorter and tend to start later than odd-year ses-
sions. As arule of thumb, odd-numbered sessions
begin in early January and end in the second half
of May, while even-numbered sessions typically
begin in late January or early February and end
in March or April.

The last three even-year sessions, however,
have been exceptions to this rule, lasting much
longer. The 2000, 2002 and 2004 sessions each
lasted between 105-110 calendar days, compared
to the state’s even-year average of 77.5 days. In
2006, the Legislature will be able to remain in
session a maximum of 83 calendar days.

Another factor appears to have influenced
this year’s start dates: the Feb. 28 release of the
Minnesota Department of Finance’s February
economic forecast.

House Minority Leader Rep. Matt Entenza (DFL-
St. Paul) wrote in an e-mail that legislators want
to see what the budget outlook is before going
to work on the bonding bill.

“It's simply more efficient to wait for the fore-
cast than to start a month beforehand.”

House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon) has
publicly stated that he expects the Legislature to
adjourn once the bonding bill is passed.

Only time will tell, however, if this year’s session
will be a sweet one as well as a short one.

(N. Bussk)
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Editor’s note: The following Highlights are cover-
age of selected bills heard in House committees
held Feb. 27 - March 2.

CRIME
*

Funeral disruptions

Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka) said his city
was shocked when a group of anti-gay
demonstrators from Kansas made their
appearance at an Anoka church during the
funeral services of Cpl. Andrew Kemple, who
was killed in Iraq Feb. 14.

“I never knew Andrew Kemple, but he
represents all kinds of our boys. I think it’s
important work that you're doing today,” he
told the House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Committee March 1.

Sponsored by Rep. Marty Seifert (R-
Marshall), HF2923 would make it a crime to
“knowingly and willfully disrupt or attempt
to disrupt” funeral and memorial services or
their processions.

Approved by the committee, the bill now
moves to the House Public Safety Policy and
Finance Committee.

The bill broadly defines “disruption” as
protesting or picketing on the day of and
within 300 feet of the location of the service,
the procession, and the home or homes of the
deceased. In addition, demonstrations within
300 feet of the homes or place of employment
of the deceased’s immediate family construed
asintended to disrupt the surviving members’
grieving process would also be criminalized.
Such disruptors could be charged with a
misdemeanor for a first violation and a gross
misdemeanor for a repeat violation. The bill
also gives members of the deceased’s family
the right to pursue compensation from
violators.

Seifert said the bill had been filed after he
heard of the Kansas group demonstrating at
a military funeral in South Dakota, but prior
to the Anoka demonstration.

Addressing the First Amendment concerns
committee members might have about
the bill, Seifert said there already exist
certain situations when freedom of speech is
limited.

“For example, you cannot campaign within
100 feet of a polling place on an election day,
you can’t scream ‘Fire!” in a crowded movie
theater,” he said.

“My preference is that we wouldn’t need a
bill and that we wouldn’t need a law,” Seifert
said. “The honorable and decent and dignified
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thing is that you allow a family to mourn
and not be yelling at them, whether it is a
military funeral or whether it’s just a funeral
in general. It’s certainly not something that
reflects Minnesota values.”

A companion bill, SF2613, sponsored
by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), was
scheduled to be heard March 2 by the Senate

udiciary Committee.

DEVELOPMENT
*

New Duluth arena

It’s not quite the same in size or cost of what
the Minnesota Twins or Minnesota Vikings
are hoping for, but to the city of Duluth it
means just as much.

The House Jobs and Economic Opportunity
Policy and Finance Committee listened to
testimony March 2 on HF2764, which would
provide state funding for a new Duluth
Entertainment Convention Center (DECC).
The committee will consider the proposal in
its bonding recommendations.

Rep. Mike Jaros (DFL-Duluth) said if the
state agrees to contribute $33.5 million of
the total $67 million cost, DECC and the
University of Minnesota-Duluth would pay
the remaining cost. A .75 percent increase
on the food and beverage tax would also be
imposed to fund the new center. Duluth voters
approved the proposed increase Feb. 28.

Fesnuary 27 - MarcH 2

On the docket

March 6-7
No legislative business will take place because
of precinct caucuses.

March 8

House convenes at noon.

March 9

House to convene at 11:30 a.m.

Joint session begins at noon to hear State of the
State address by Gov. Tim Pawlenty.

After address, House to recess until 3 p.m.

For an up-to-date recorded message on com-
mittee meeting times and agendas call, (651)
296-9283 orgo to www.house.leg.state.mn.us/
hinfo/hinfosched.asp. For general information
about the Minnesota House of Representatives,
call (651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550, and
(651) 296-9896 (TTY).

Duluth Mayor Herb W. Bergson said a new
DECC would enhance the city’s economic
development. “We received strong support
from top-to-bottom,” said Bergson.

The center would facilitate hockey games,
concerts, trade shows and conferences.
Dan Russell, DECC executive director, said
the convention center is “our economic
bloodline.” Bergson added that an improved
convention would add to Duluth’s economic
vitality.

Rep. Andrew Westerberg (R-Blaine) had

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

Larry Haws is applauded on the House floor March 1 after being introduced as the newest member
of the House of Representatives. Haws won a Dec. 27 special election to replace former Rep. Joe

Opatz.
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questions about naming the center and
whether a sunset provision would be set for
the tax hike. Bergson said the name of the
center is unknown and that as other taxes
expire in coming years, the proposed food
and beverage tax would have less impact.

The new arena, which would be built in
downtown Duluth along Lake Superior,
could open as early as October 2008. It would
include 6,630 seats for hockey and more than
8,200 for concerts.

A companion bill (SF2547), sponsored
by Sen. Yvonne Prettner Solon (DFL-
Duluth), awaits action by the Senate Finance
Committee.

EDUCATION
*

Designated funding

Schools might be required to increase the
percentage of their operating funds designated
for classroom expenses.

HF2874, sponsored by Rep. Karen Klinzing
(R-Woodbury), would require school districts
spend 70 percent of their operating funds on
direct classroom expenses beginning in the
2006-07 school year. The initiative is also
supported by Gov. Tim Pawlenty. It has no
Senate companion.

A long line of school officials, parents and
others testified before the House Education
Policy and Reform Committee March 2.
Approved 15-14 by the committee, the bill
now goes to the House floor.

The bill was criticized by the school officials
as part of a heavy-handed effort, originating
in other states, to take operating control from
local school districts, even though most are
doing a good job.

However, parents who testified were more
supportive of the measure, saying it brought
needed accountability to the system.

Districts unable to meet the standard
could, under the bill, apply to the education
commissioner for a three—year waiver, and it
exempts districts.

Gary Prest, superintendent of the
Bloomington Public Schools, said that a
November analysis by Standard and Poor’s,
one of the world’s preeminent providers of
credit ratings, found that “no minimum
spending allocation is a silver bullet for raising
student achievement.”

He said Minnesota is already known for
educational excellence. “We would ask that
you don’t do anything to denigrate that
excellence.”

Andy Chen, a Woodbury parent, supports
the bill. He’s frustrated that his district
does not have a simpler way of accounting
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for its spending. For example, his school
district office gave him one number for its
total spending and state officials gave him
another.

Ward Eames, a Golden Valley businessman,
said that issue — public transparency — is
more important than Klinzing’s issue.

Eames and other volunteers have drafted a
simplified way for schools to do their financial
statements so they are more understandable
to the public. So far, about 50 Minnesota
districts have tried his approach. He said
that almost all of them spend more than 90
percent of their funds on direct educational
expenses.

GOVERNMENT
*

Eminent domain discussion

Eminent domain, quickly becoming one
of the session’s high profile issues, received
its first official hearing on the Legislature’s
opening day, March 1.

Rep. Jeff Johnson (R-Plymouth), sponsor
of HF2846, told the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee, which he chairs, that
the bill is a work in progress. First introduced
during the 2005 special session, Johnson’s is
now one of at least 10 bills on the subject that
have been introduced this session. It has no
companion.

Johnson said that as the bill continues
through the process, he hopes the two
principles will remain: it should be very
difficult for governments to use the power of
eminent domain for economic development
(one private business to another); and that
owners are given just compensation when
their property is taken for a public purpose,

such as a school or roads.

Throughout the summer, the issue played
to packed town hall meetings across the
state held by various House committees.
Wednesday’s hearing was no different.

Nearly 20 testifiers, most representing
local governments, spoke in opposition to the
bill.

“I urge the committee to go slow on this
before simply passing it on,” said Jeff Jacobs,
mayor of St. Louis Park. “I understand that
there have been some abuses to eminent
domain in the past ... but please, please
don’t legislate general solutions to a specific
problem.”

Several committee members also had
concerns about the bill’s language.

Rep. Keith Ellison (DFL-Mpls) proposed,
and then withdrew, an amendment addressing
the provision calling for governments to
provide “clear and convincing evidence” in the
taking of property under certain instances. “I
think there are some good things about this
bill, but this is simply one of the things that
will grind development to a halt.”

“Idon’t think the bill is quite there yet,” said
Rep. Laura Brod (R-New Prague). She would
like to see the appraisal process addressed in
the bill. In eminent domain cases, she said the
private party is compensated for an appraisal,
but it is not enough to cover the cost. “It seems
alittle crazy to me that a unit of government is
paying $15,000 for an appraisal, that they are
only going to give the private property owner
$1,500 for that same appraisal.”

With Ellison dissenting, the bill was
approved by the committee and referred to
the House Public Safety Policy and Finance
Committee where it was scheduled to be heard
March 3.

Caucus night, March 7, is the traditional begin-
ning of the campaign season for the November
general election. This year both the House and
the Senate are up for election, as well as the major
state offices.

House members who have formally announced they
will not be seeking re-election are:

Rep. Fran Bradley (R-Rochester)

Rep. Jerry Dempsey (R-Red Wing)

Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-Columbia Heights)
Rep. Ruth Johnson (DFL-St. Peter)

Rep. Scott Newman (R-Hutchinson)

Rep. Andy Westerberg (R-Blaine)

Eyes on senate seats:
Rep. Dan Larson (DFL-Bloomington) — has estab-
lished a campaign committee.

Stepping Down

Several House members have announced their
intentions to run for a different office, while oth-
ers have announced their retirement, clearing the
way for new candidates to seek their seats. More
announcements are expected.

Rep. Katie Sieben (DFL-Newport) — has formally
announced plans to run.

Four others are seeking party endorsement for a
different office:

Attorney General:

House Minority Leader Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul)
Rep. Jeff Johnson (R-Plymouth)

Sixth Congressional District
Rep. Jim Knoblach (R-St. Cloud)
Rep. Phil Krinkie (R-Lino Lakes)
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HEALTH
*

Employee health insurance

Proposed solutions to provide better and
more cost-efficient health insurance for
employees across Minnesota are many. But the
key question has always been which direction
to go.

The House Health Care Cost Containment
Division of the House Health Policy and Finance
Committee held an informational hearing
March 1 on several bills regarding health
coverage for employees but took no action.

One bill, HF2831, sponsored by committee
chair Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka), would make
various changes to the Public Employees
Insurance Program and Minnesota Employees
Insurance Program including making life
insurance as an offering optional for the
Public Employees Insurance Program and
having the Minnesota Employees Insurance
Program administered by a board instead of
the Department of Employee Relations.

Lee F. Johansen, a negotiations specialist
for Education Minnesota, proposed creating
one statewide insurance pool for all school
employees. Johansen said such a plan would
stabilize insurance premiums and benefits
for school districts and their employees. “We
need a plan that is not only cost-effective but
also meaningful,” Johansen said.

Reps. Duke Powell (R-Burnsville) and Mary
Ellen Otremba (DFL-Long Prairie) questioned
such a plan. Otremba asked whether such a
plan would be financially feasible for smaller
schools, such as those in her district.

Another bill (HF2832), also sponsored by
Abeler, would create a new health coverage
reinsurance plan, which would give employers
a safety net from the blow of large health
insurance claims.

IMMIGRATION
*

Authority cooperation

A bill to prohibit local governments from
adopting ordinances that prevent their
employees from cooperating with federal
immigration officials received committee
approval March 1.

The House Local Government Committee
approved HF2576 on a vote of 15-3. The
bill, which has no Senate companion, was
referred to the House Civil Law and Elections
Committee.

Rep. Jim Knoblach (R-St. Cloud), chief
sponsor of the bill, said both Minneapolis
and St. Paul have ordinances in place that
prevent their law enforcement officers from

March 3, 2006

collecting and sharing information with the
federal government on residents’ immigration
status.

Knoblach called the ordinances “sanctuary
ordinances,” and argued they are a violation
of federal law. He added that his bill does not
mandate that officers collect information; it
merely gives them the right to do so.

Mark Cangemi, U.S. Immigration and
Enforcement Agency special agent in charge,
testified in support of the bill. He said
immigration laws can be used as a tool to
help prosecute criminals, and that federal
officials are not necessarily concerned with
prosecuting every immigrant who enters the
country illegally.

“My interest and my marching orders, if
you will, are to use this statute for criminal
enforcement,” Cangemi said.

Bill opponents included St. Paul Police
Chief John Harrington and Minneapolis
Police Chief William McManus, both of
whom predicted the bill would have a
“chilling effect” on immigrant communities
by discouraging them from calling the police
to report crime.

“When we start knocking on doors and
people believe that we’re going to start
checking on their immigration status as a
matter of course, they stop answering those
doors,” Harrington said.

McManus concurred, saying the effect
of the bill would be to “drive immigrant
communities underground.”

Lonna Stevens, public policy and legislative
coordinator for the Minnesota Coalition of
Battered Women, called the bill a “deterrent”
for victims of domestic abuse to come
forward to report domestic violence. She said
immigrant women often fear that informing
the police would get them, their husbands or
their families deported.

Some members argued that the bill had no
purpose.

Responding to a comment by Rep. Morrie
Lanning (R-Moorhead), who said that nothing
in the bill would force police departments
to change their current policies on illegal
immigration, Rep. Debra Hillstrom (DFL-
Brooklyn Center) asked, “Then what is the
purpose of the bill?”

Moving?

Please help save postage costs by
keeping us informed of address
changes. Call (651) 296-2146 or

(800) 657-3550.

INSURANCE
*

No-fault law

Legislators aren’t sure who to blame.

During a Feb. 28 joint meeting of the
House Commerce and Financial Institutions
Committee and the Senate Commerce
Committee, members listened to testimony
on no-fault auto insurance, but took no
action. Lobbyists, doctors, nurses, researchers
and a couple involved in an auto accident
voiced their opinions on possible elimination
or reform to the law.

Minnesotans owning a car, like citizens
in eight other states, are required to carry
insurance to cover their own medical
expenses, wage losses and other automobile
accident-related expenses. The state enacted
the no-fault law in 1974.

Bob Johnson, president of the Insurance
Federation of Minnesota, said the law is
intended to eliminate litigation for minor
accidents but has done the opposite. Johnson
added that Minnesota’s auto insurance
system is costly due to expensive health care
coverage and repealing the no-fault law would
lower premiums for drivers. “With the law
unchanged, costs will only go up,” Johnson
said.

Opponents of eliminating or reforming
the status quo argue that it could shift costs
to an already financially strapped health care
system. Doctors and nurses said if no-fault
is eliminated an increase of patients at their
facilities would strain the quality of patient
care; emergency departments are required
to tend to all patients regardless of their
insurance status.

Buck McAlpin, president of the Minnesota
Ambulance Association, said money from
the no-fault law is vital for the Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) system. When no-
fault insurance carriers are treated, their
bills are more likely to be paid in full and on
time.

Rep. Paul Kohls (R-Victoria) and Sen. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park) sponsor HF1399/
SF1094, which proposes modifications to the
no-fault law. The House bill awaits action
by the House Commerce and Financial
Institutions Committee. The Senate bill failed
in the Senate Commerce Committee last
year.

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s Web page at:
http://www.leg.mn
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Doing better

February forecast shows $88 million surplus to start session

Therevised February forecast is released by the Department of Finance at a Feb. 28 news conference.

By IRenE VoTH
his week’s financial forecast for the
T 2006-07 biennium released Feb. 28 might
show only modest improvement to some,
but for the state’s public schools, it has the
makings of very good news.

Finance Commissioner Peggy Ingison termed
a $181 million projected surplus in the state’s
general fund for the 2006-07 biennium a “rela-
tively modest improvement” over the November
forecast. She added the “really good news” is
that $93 million of that will comprise the final
payback of the education accounting shift.

Enacted in 2001, the accounting shift
allowed the state to temporarily withhold
more than $1 billion from school districts.
Since the November 2004 forecast, nearly $1.1
billion has been used to fund such buybacks.
The final buyback will leave an $88 million
surplus.

Speaking at a Capitol press conference,
Ingison said the February forecast’s surplus
is due to a $57 million reduction in state
spending and a $124 million increase in state
revenues. She also said the forecast assumes
the general fund will receive $400 million over
the course of the biennium from the health
impact fee on tobacco products enacted by
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the Legislature last year.

This law is being challenged in court, and if
ruled unconstitutional the general fund balance
could be reduced by $370 million. Ingison said
the forecast continues to show the projected
tobacco dollars “as a plus as in the past.”

State Economist Tom Stinson said corporate
tax receipts are projected to increase by $161
million, and taxes on estates, mortgages,
investment earnings and non-tax revenues
will provide an additional $116 million.
However, tax revenue from individual
income, sales and motor vehicle sales is down
by $151 million from November’s estimates.

“We are still very concerned about slow
job growth,” Stinson said, explaining that the
total amount being paid in wages in the state
is increasing at a slower rate than the national
average.

This statistic prompted state DFL leaders to
take a dim view of the forecast.

Stating that Minnesota is “lagging far
behind” comparable states in budget surplus
and job growth, Rep. Loren Solberg (DFL-
Grand Rapids) said any positive aspects in
the forecast were “thin ice.”

Adding that 75 percent of the general
revenue should consist of income and sales
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tax, Solberg said the forecast was “clearly only
an inch deep” in terms of a positive outlook.

Citing the uncertain outcome of the health
impact-fee lawsuit, House Minority Leader
Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul) said, “We don’t
have a surplus.”

In a press release, Entenza wrote that the
good news in the forecast is the education shift
buyback, but “the real news is that while the
state budget may be improving, the budgets
for most Minnesota families are not.”

Meanwhile, House Speaker Steve Sviggum
(R-Kenyon) said in a press release that the
forecast is good news for Minnesota and proof
that “the plan of management is working.”
He added that the final payback of the
educational accounting shift is an indication
“the turnaround is complete.”

Responding to the fiscal forecast via a
media conference call, Gov. Tim Pawlenty,
who was attending a meeting of the National
Governors Association, in Washington, D.C.,
said, “I can’t think of a time when the state has
been in better shape.”

Citing his proposed $897 million bonding
bill, Pawlenty said the surplus makes “more
room” for bonding but also added that the
current bonding bill “is big enough.” e
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2005 Minnesota State Fair poll results

More than 8,800 fairgoers sound off

During the 12-day run of the
2005 Minnesota State Fair, 8,822
fairgoers took a poll conducted
by the nonpartisan House Public
Information Services office. It is
an informal, unscientific survey
on a number of issues discussed
in prior legislative sessions and
that may again be topics of discussion during
this session.

1. Should the governor call a special session this
year for stadium issues?

Yes 25.6% (2,244)
No 69.3% (6,082)
Undecided/No Opinion 5.1% (449)

2, Should a city or county be able to increase its
local sales tax for whatever purpose without

voter approval?

Yes 14.5% (1,268)
No 81.1% (7,113)
Undecided/No Opinion 4.5% (392)

3. Should Minnesota dedicate up to one-half
of 1 percent in state sales taxes to cleaning up

polluted waters?

Yes 73.8% (6,466)
No 16.4% (1,436)
Undecided/No Opinion 9.8% (854)

4. In general, do you support increasing the gas
tax to fund road and bridge projects?

Yes 53.6% (4,698)
No 38.8% (3,397)
Undecided/No Opinion 7.6% (662)

5. Should capital punishment be reinstated in
Minnesota?

Yes 36.7% (3,211)
No 56.5% (4,947)
Undecided/No Opinion 6.8% (595)

6. Should ticket scalping — reselling an event
admission at more than face value — be

legalized?
Yes 31.3% (2,745)
No 57.5% (5,038)

Undecided/No Opinion 11.1% (975)
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The House of Representatives State Fair Poll was once again a popular attraction for fairgoers.

7. Do you support a state-operated casino at
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport with
admittancelimited to ticketed passengers at least

18 years old?

Yes 31.6% (2,770)
No 62.8% (5,503)
Undecided/No Opinion 5.5% (485)

8. Should lawmakers approve the so-called
“racino” at Canterbury Park if the state receives a

portion of the profits?

Yes 44.8% (3,913)
No 47.4% (4,143)
Undecided/No Opinion 7.8% (686)

9. Should the responsibilities for the non-curricular
athletic and fine arts activities of high school
students be transferred from school districts to
local governmentsin order to allow school districts
to focus on delivering academic services?

Yes 21.2% (1,851)
No 63.4% (5,523)
Undecided/No Opinion 15.3% (1,337)

10. Would you be willing to pay a fee on electronics
purchases that would be used to fund a statewide
recycling system for electronics components?

Yes 58.9% (5,142)
No 33.4% (2,915)
Undecided/No Opinion 7.8% (678)

11. When no legal directive is provided, should it
be presumed under state law that a person wants
afeeding tube inserted to sustain life?

Yes 22.5% (1,957)
No 64.5% (5,619)
Undecided/No Opinion 13.0% (1,137)

12. Should House and Senate terms be staggered
so thatatleast one-half the members of eachbody
are up for election every two years?

Yes 68.0% (5,926)
No 16.6% (1,452)
Undecided/No Opinion 15.3% (1,331)

13. What is your favorite state fair attraction?

Animal barns 12.9% (1,064)
Food 36.6% (3,023)
Grandstand shows 1.9% (153)
Machinery Hill 4.2% (345)
Midway 1.4% (113)
People-watching 31.6% (2,607)
This poll 11.5% (950)

Note: All percentages are rounded to the nearest one-tenth. Totals
are for those that actually voted on the question. The Minnesota
House of Representatives’ survey is informal and unscientific. It
issimply ameasurement of the opinions expressed by those who
took the time to complete the poll while visiting our booth at the
State Fair Aug. 25-Sept. 5. Our main purpose in conducting this
opinion poll was to familiarize fairgoers with some of the issues
that have recently been discussed by the Legislature and issues
that may be debated during the 2006 legislative session.
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Never slowing down

Newest member has wealth of experience

By Mike Cook

Rep. Larry Haws (DFL-St. Cloud) figures
that he knows 80 percent of the people when
he walks through the downtown of his
hometown.

He probably should.

The newest House
member has a long list
of involvement in the
area. It might be easier
to ask Haws what he
hasn’t done.

An affable guy, Haws
won a Dec. 27 special
election to replace former Rep. Joe Opatz,
whom he coached in wrestling.

That is one of four sports Haws has coached
at the high school or collegiate level. He has
coached national or state championship teams
in cross country, soccer, track and wrestling,
and still hopes to help coach one youth sports
team each season, but not in a place he once
coached.

[N
Rep.Larry Haws

“My claim to fame was I coached the
reformatory wrestling team for three years,”
he said. “I said we weren’t very good but we
had a killer instinct.”

Additionally, he spent 32 years in the St.
Cloud Parks and Recreation Department,
including 17 as director; spent the past
seven years on the Stearns County Board of
Commissioners; and hosted a talk radio show.
Plus, he has served on more than two dozen
boards and helps out weekly at a mission.

He says his past is an asset because what
he’s learned cannot be bought or blessed
upon someone. “I know a lot of things that
other people don’t know because I've earned
my experience,” he said, before laughing
and adding, “It’s just an advantage of getting
old.”

Throughout his career, Haws has been a
consensus builder.

“We created a parks system on community
spirit,” he said. “We raised $8.3 million in a
32-year period with donations. At the end,

DistricT I5B

2002 population: 36,675

Largest city: St. Cloud

Counties: Benton, Sherburne, Stearns
Top concerns: education, seniors and
veterans

“l know a lot of things that other
people don’t know because I've
earned my experience. It’s just an

advantage of getting old.”
— Rep. Larry Haws

we had 75 organizations and 2,000 volunteers
doing something nice for the parks system on
ayearly basis. What it taught me was the power
of synergetic explosions.”

Haws, who views life as a vacation, serves
on the House Governmental Operations
and Veterans Affairs and Higher Education
Finance committees.

“Veterans services is a major portion of the
area I serve because we have a VA, and higher
ed is good because we have wonderful college
systems, private and public, and our Vo-Tech
is really hot.”

ILL INTRODUCTIONS
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HOUSE FILES 2563 - 3142

MarCH

Wednesday, March 1

HF2563-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Workforce center capital budget
requests required to be presented by
the commissioner ofemploymentand
economic development.

HF2564-Erickson (R)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare income definition
clarified to exclude veterans’ aid
and attendance benefits from the
definition of income for other
household members.

HF2565-Brod (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Health impact fee sunset provision
enacted.
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HF2566-Welti (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Leaves of absence authorized for
employees to spend time with an im-
mediate family member who has been
mobilized for active military service.

HF2567-Welti (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Leaves of absence authorized for
employees to attend military send-
off or homecoming ceremonies for
immediate family members.

HF2568-Welti (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Leave ofabsence; employersrequired
to grant unpaid leave of absence for
an employee to attend memorial
services on Memorial Day and
Veterans Day.

HF2569-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Use of trust instruments to shield
resources that could otherwise be
used to pay for the cost of long-term
care services regulated.

HF2570-Paulsen (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Teacher retirement plan service
credit provided for teachers on active
military service.

HF2571-Dill (DFL)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Petroleum tank fee collection time
periods modified.

HF2572-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Food Code rule amendment
required.

HF2573-Mullery (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Fair share health care act adopted,
fund established, employer
payments required and criminal
penalties imposed.

HF2574-Howes (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Cass County hospital construction
moratorium exemption provided.

HF2575-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Voting rights notice required to
certain felons upon termination of
probation or supervised release.

HF2576-Knoblach (R)

Local Government

Local governments prohibited from
adopting ordinances which prevent
employees from cooperating with
federal immigration authorities.
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HF2577-Mullery (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Minneapolis Police Relief Association
successor trust fund terms defined,
salary limits and compensation of
board members and officers adjusted
and additional investment authority
provided.

HF2578-Mullery (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Consumer credit scores and
history use prohibited by insurers
underwriting automobile insurance
policies.

HF2579-Mullery (DFL)

Taxes

Corporate franchise taxation
throwback sales rule provided.

HF2580-Knoblach (R)

Higher Education Finance

St. Cloud State University Robert
A. Wick Science Building funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2581-Dill (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Gitchi Gummi State Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2582-Dill (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 707,
Nett Lake, school construction loan
authorized, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2583-Dill (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Boundary Waters connection
of the Mesabi Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2584-Dill (DFL)

Transportation

Farm truck definition clarified to
include vehicles owned by persons
transportingwood productsonbehalf
of farmers or loggers.

HF2585-Holberg (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
CIBRS (Comprehensive Incident-
Based Reporting System) access
authorized for the Department of
Corrections’ Fugitive Apprehension
Unit.

HF2586-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections
Eminent domain public use defined.
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HF2587-Lillie (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Maplewood; Bruentrup Farm
restoration funding provided, bonds
issued and money provided.

HF2588-Dittrich (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Public Employees Retirement
Associationjointandsurvivor benefit
authorized.

HF2589-Simpson (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Otter Tail River restoration funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2590-Simpson (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Perham resource recovery facility
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2591-Hilty (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

St. Louis River Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2592-Hilty (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Askov wastewater treatment facility
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2593-Hilty (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Wrenshall elevated water storage
facility funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2594-Hilty (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Carlton elevated water storage tower
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2595-Hilty (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Moose Lake sex offender treatment
program service facilities expansion
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2596-Eken (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Long-term care provider rate
adjustments provided, and foreign
operating corporation’s income tax
treatment modified.

HF2597-Emmer (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Pharmacists authorized to refuse
to dispense medication they find
morally objectionable.

HF2598-Hosch (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Richmond sewer facilities expansion
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2599-Mullery (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Environmental justice act adopted.

HF2600-Johnson, J. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Sex offenders required to wear
tracking and monitoring bracelets
after release from prison and money
appropriated.

HF2601-Moe (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Paul Bunyan Trail funding provided,
bonds issued and money appropriated.

HF2602-Kahn (DFL)

State Government Finance
Starbase Minnesota facility
pre-design and design funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2603-Kahn (DFL)

Taxes

Cosmetic procedures subjected to
sales tax.

HF2604-Kahn (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Wisconsin resident tuition at the
University of Minnesota required to
be at least equal to that of Minnesota
residents.

HF2605-Kahn (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Wisconsin resident tuition at the
University of Minnesota required to
be at least equal to that of Minnesota
residents.

HF2606-Liebling (DFL)

Taxes

Olmsted County ice arena
constructionmaterialsandequipment
sales tax exemption provided.

HF2607-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
AnokaCountyexempted from certain
land use reporting requirements.

HF2608-Heidgerken (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Voting systems for individuals with
disabilities requirements modified.

HF2609-Sailer (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Emergency training administration
center fundingprovided, bondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2610-Sailer (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Big Bog State Recreation Area
developmentfundingprovided,bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2611-Abeler (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Mississippi West Regional Park
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2612-Ellison (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Pollution Control Agency disclosures
clarified.

HF2613-Newman (R)

Higher Education Finance
Athletic scholarship repayment
required under certain conditions.

HF2614-Newman (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Predatory offender registration
requirements established for certain
predatory offenders who reside on
Indian reservations.

HF2615-Newman (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
No-fault automobile insurance
clarified relating to the meaning of
“arising out of the maintenance or
use of a motor vehicle.”

HF2616-Dempsey (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District No.
256, Red Wing, levy authorized for
building the community ice arena.

HF2617-Davids (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
Legislativeappropriations continued
ineffectuntilamended or eliminated
by law.

HF2618-Lieder (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Red Lake River Corridor
improvements funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2619-Davids (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Deer hunting license surcharge
imposedtooffsetthecostofprocessing
deer donated for charitable purposes
and money appropriated.

HF2620-Davids (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Bluffland Trail system Root River
segment funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.
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HF2621-Rukavina (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Eveleth water treatment facility
renovation funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2622-Rukavina (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Mountain Iron renewable
energy industrial park funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2623-Dorman (R)
Capital Investment
Previous redevelopment account
appropriation modified relating to
the city of Mounds View,and Ramsey
and Anoka counties.

HF2624-Juhnke (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

New London Dam repair funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2625-Gunther (R)

Education Finance

Fairmont; Southern Minnesota
Educational Campus funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2626-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
WinnebagomuseumofNativeAmerican
artifacts funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2627-Penas (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Lost River State Forest private lease
continuation provided.

HF2628-Juhnke (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Glacial Lakes Trail and Lake Koronis
Trail funding provided, bondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2629-Dempsey (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative appropriations continued
ineffectuntilamended or eliminated
by law.

HF2630-Rukavina (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Virginia Regional Medical Center
helipad funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2631-Rukavina (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

East Range Joint Powers Board
wastewater collection and treatment
system funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.
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HF2632-Lanning (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Wild Rice Watershed District flood
hazard mitigation project funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2633-Moe (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Bemidji regional events center
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2634-Moe (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Bemidji; Paul Bunyan Train bridge
over marked Trunk Highway 197
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2635-Moe (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Bemidji; Paul Bunyan Trail Land
acquisition funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2636-Moe (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

Bemidji State University Sattgast
Hall science facility funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2637-Moe (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities land purchase funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2638-Moe (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Bemidji State University land
acquisition funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2639-Kahn (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative appropriations continued
until amended or eliminated by law.

HF2640-Thissen (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Richfield athletic fields funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2641-Larson (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Richfield arterial street construction
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2642-Knoblach (R)

Taxes

Education finance levies modified,
operating capital levy reduced,
marriage penalties reduced, K-12
tuition education credits authorized,
credit phaseout modified and June
accelerated tax payments reduced.

HF2643-Magnus (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Lewis and Clark Rural Water System
connectionsfundingprovided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2644-Scalze (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Rice Street bridge over Highway 36 in
Ramsey County funding provided,
bonds issued and money appropriated.

HF2645-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Agriculture & Rural Development
Swift County rural development
financeauthorityboard membership
increased.

HF2646-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Dawson; community swimmingpool
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2647-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Minnesota River Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2648-Koenen (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Minnesota River Trail development
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2649-Koenen (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
MinnesotaRiver Trail design funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2650-Fritz (DFL)

Education Finance

Minnesota state academies
capital improvements funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2651-Soderstrom (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Wildlife management area rules
amended relating to docks and boat
storage.

HF2652-Magnus (R)

Taxes

Luverne; sales and motor vehicle
excise taxes authorized and funds
usages specified.

HF2653-Lanning (R)

Higher Education Finance
MinnesotaState University Moorhead
and Minnesota Community and
Technical College, Moorhead,
capital improvements funding
provided; bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2654-Huntley (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Labovitz School of Business and
Economics in Duluth capital
improvements funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2655-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Bodyartprocedures, techniciansand
establishments regulated.

HF2656-Smith (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Fourth Judicial District Family
Courtreferee orders appeal provided
directly to the Court of Appeals.

HF2657-Urdahl (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Watkins; infrastructure
reconstruction funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2658-Urdahl (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Dassel; Lakeside Community Home
pension benefits provided upon
privatization.

HF2659-Atkins (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Health careprovidersandhealth plan
companies required to disclose the
amount of outstanding medical bills
to patients or their representatives
without charge.

HF2660-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Metropolitan State University and
Minneapolis Community and
Technical College regional law
enforcement training center funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2661-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
North Hennepin Community College
capital improvements funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2662-Lanning (R)

Education Finance
Debtserviceequalizationaid program
equalizing factor increased.
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HF2663-Lanning (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minnesota Public Facilities Authority
fundingprovided for maximumdaily
load grants relating to wastewater
treatment, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2664-Johnson, S. (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

St. Paul; National Great River
Park improvements funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2665-Johnson, S. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

St. Paul; Union Depot infrastructure
improvements funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2666-Hilty (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State contracts prohibited with
tax -haven countries.

HF2667-Dempsey (R)
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs

Cannon Falls Hospital pension
benefits provided upon
privatization.

HF2668-Bradley (R)

State Government Finance
Rochester; National Volleyball
Center phase II expansion funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2669-0zment (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

State and local trails funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2670-McNamara (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

State parks funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2671-Greiling (DFL)

Taxes
Volunteerincometax credit provided
for parents volunteering at child’s
school or child care.

HF2672-Davids (R)

Regulated Industries

Alcoholic beverage on-sales after
1 a.m. permit fee portion refund
authorized.
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HF2673-Kahn (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Organ donation; publicsafety officers
required to notify designated organ
procurement organization when a
deceased organ donor is discovered.

HF2674-Anderson, B. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Firearm transferee permit
standardized form made available
to local law enforcement agencies.

HF2675-Sailer (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Nursing facilities grants provided for
increased fuel and heating costs and
tax treatment modified of foreign
operating corporations income.

HF2676-Slawik (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Ramsey County; Lower Afton Trail
constructionfundingprovided,bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2677-Erickson (R)

Local Government

Towns authorized to contract for
roads without competitive bidding
in certain circumstances.

HF2678-Lesch (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Unemployment insurance one-week
waiting period eliminated.

HF2679-Sieben (DFL)

Taxes

Local government aid city aid base
modified for certain cities.

HF2680-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Teacher training program for
qualified professionals provided.

HF2681-Ellison (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minneapolis; Heritage Park
Developmentfundingprovided,bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2682-Dempsey (R)
Transportation Finance
Portdevelopmentassistance program
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2683-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

City annexation payments to towns
provided.

HF2684-Vandeveer (R)
Transportation Finance

I-35 and County State-Aid
Highway23 interchange construction
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2685-Cornish (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Wells; city hall renovation grant
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2686-Westrom (R)

Higher Education Finance
University of Minnesota - Morris,
West Central Research and Outreach
Center funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2687-Westrom (R)

Higher Education Finance
University of Minnesota - Morris,
West Central Research and Outreach
Center funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2688-Westrom (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

War dog and handler plaque
authorized on Capitol grounds.

HF2689-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Board of Teaching directed to adopt
rulestoissuelicensestoteach multiple
science fields or levels.

HF2690-Kahn (DFL)

Ways & Means

Referendum on specified spending
issues provided and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF2691-Sieben (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Statehealth coverage offered to indi-
viduals and small employers at their
own expense, and MinnesotaCare
coverage offered at full cost.

HF2692-Mullery (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Assault on animal control officers
penalties increased.

HF2693-Dill (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
International Wolf Center renovation
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2694-Solberg (DFL)

Ways & Means

State budget reports and
recommendations required to be in
compliance with generally accepted
governmentalaccountingprinciples,
and impact of inflation disclosure
required.

HF2695-Fritz (DFL)

Transportation Finance

Faribault; local road improvements
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2696-Fritz (DFL)

State Government Finance
Faribault; National Guard and Army
Reserve Armory land acquisition
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2697-Bradley (R)
Transportation

Firefighters authorized to use
communication headsets while
operating a fire truck during an
emergency.

HF2698-Erickson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
LegislativeCoordinatingCommission
required to study issues relating to
men.

HF2699-Sailer (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District
No. 38,Red Lake, school construction
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2700-Atkins (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Risk-level assessments required for
predatory offenders who are not
in custody, sharing of information
with potential victims increased and
money appropriated.

HF2701-Smith (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Public Employees Retirement
Association administrative
modifications provided.

HF2702-Smith (R)
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs
Public Employees Retirement
Associations privatizations

augmentation rates provided to
employees revised.

HF2703-Koenen (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
BirdIsland;sewer separationfunding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2704-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform

K-12 supervisory personnel and
supportstaffrequired to provide four
hoursofdirectclassroominstruction
in a subject matter in which they are
qualified.

HF2705-Howes (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Health impact fee references
changed to health impact tax, and
tax repealed.
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HF2706-Knoblach (R)

Higher Education Finance

St. Cloud Technical College land
purchase funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2707-Poppe (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Shooting Star Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2708-Solberg (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
McGregor; wastewater treatment
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2709-Solberg (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Shamrock Township detached
banking facility authorized.

HF2710-Greiling (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Roseville; John Rose Minnesota Oval
renovation funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2711-Smith (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities, State Arts Board and
Minnesota Humanities Commission
individual retirement account plans

modified.

HF2712-Solberg (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Grand Rapids; fire hall funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2713-Powell (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Burnsville; water treatment facility
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2714-Cornish (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minnesota Agricultural Interpretive
Center funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2715-Solberg (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Grand Rapids; research and
technology center funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2716-Cornish (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Blue Earth County; Rapidan Dam
study funding provided, bondsissued
and money appropriated.
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HF2717-Jaros (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Lake Superior watershed native fish
and wildlife species and habitat
protection provided.

HF2718-Jaros (DFL)

Taxes

Military pay and housing allowances
excluded from household income
relating to property tax refunds.

HF2719-Erickson (R)

Regulated Industries

Card club table limitations
eliminated.

HF2720-Davids (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Eminent domain use prohibited in
certain circumstances.

HF2721-Davids (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Individual sewage treatment system
pilot program extended.

HF2722-Solberg (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Home-based adult foster careservices
insurance coverage regulated.

HF2723-Howes (R)

Taxes

Cass County; town of Sylvan gravel
tax authorized.

HF2724-Juhnke (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Grass Lake restoration funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2725-Larson (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

National Guard and other veterans
provided assistance in obtaining
health screening and services related
to depleted uranium exposure.

HF2726-Erickson (R)
Transportation Finance

Mille Lacs County; Trunk Highway 169
Soo Line multiuse recreational bridge
state’s match funding provided,bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2727-Johnson, J. (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Richfield Police Relief Association
priorservicecredittransferauthorized
and financial obligations specified.

HF2728-Moe (DFL)
Education Finance
Independent School District No. 118,
Northland Community Schools, fund
transfer authorized.

HF2729-Hansen (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Pilot Knob Historical Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2730-Erickson (R)

Local Government

Special districts required to file
information with the state auditor.

HF2731-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

EMT training programs required to
meet an average yearly pass rate.

HF2732-Nelson, P. (R)

Local Government

Alternative annexation process
provided.

HF2733-Juhnke (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Dental clinic serving southwest and
west central Minnesota funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2734-Juhnke (DFL)
Transportation
Low-speed vehicles regulated.

HF2735-Howes (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Walker Area Community Center
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2736-Thissen (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Retirement allocation requirements
modified.

HF2737-Meslow (R)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Social Security number disclosure
prohibited asa condition of receiving
a product or service.

HF2738-Meslow (R)

Education Finance

School districts belonging to
an intermediate school district
authorized to levy for school safety
activities.

HF2739-Haws (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

St. Cloud Technical College property
acquisition funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2740-Haws (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

St. Cloud State University;
Riverview Hall renovation funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2741-Poppe (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

National Guard and other veterans
provided assistance in obtaining
health screening and services related
to depleted uranium exposure.

HF2742-Haws (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Central Minnesota regional
parks and trails projects funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2743-Mullery (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minneapolis; Lowry Avenue corridor
Phase II funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2744-Penas (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Lake Township wastewater treatment
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2745-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Medical license provisions
modified.

HF2746-Wilkin (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Certificateof custodianship provided
for conveyance of real property.

HF2747-Blaine (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Randall Firemen’s Relief Association
increased surviving spouse benefit
provided.

HF2748-Peterson, N. (R)

Local Government

Uniform Municipal Contracting law
modified.

HF2749-Erickson (R)
Transportation Finance

Morrison County; park-and-ride lot
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2750-Jaros (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Lake Superior Zoo improvements
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2751-Murphy (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Thomson; light industrial park
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.
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HF2752-Murphy (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Midway Township; sewer
reconstruction funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2753-Heidgerken (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Glacial Lakes State Park and Sibley
State Park camper cabins funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2754-Sieben (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Trunk Highway 10/61 corridor
vista enhancement project funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2755-Howes (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Cuyuana Lakes Trail funding
provided, bonds issued, and money
appropriated.

HF2756-Howes (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Ah-Gwah-ChingRegional Treatment
Center redevelopment funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2757-Hilty (DFL)

Taxes

Cloquet; sales tax authorized and
funds use specified.

HF2758-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Temporary nursing facility energy
cost rate increase authorized, energy
cost data required and money
appropriated.

HF2759-Davids (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Blufflands Traildevelopment funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2760-Davids (R)

Taxes

Chatfield and Preston tax increment
financing districts authorized to
capture the state general sales tax.

HF2761-Emmer (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Delano; flood hazard mitigation
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.
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HF2762-Fritz (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Blooming Prairie; street and
sewer improvements funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2763-Fritz (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Ellendale; sewer and water
infrastructure funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2764-Jaros (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

Duluth Entertainment and
Convention Center funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2765-Huntley (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 709,
Duluth, construction grant provided
for Grant Magnet School; bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2766-Hilty (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Cloquetbusiness park projectfunding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2767-Solberg (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Itasca County power plant funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2768-Solberg (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Itasca County steel plant funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2769-Dean (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Gateway Trail development funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2770-Fritz (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Faribault water reclamation plant
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2771-Fritz (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Mill Towns Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2772-Fritz (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Minnesota Correctional Facility -
Faribault; PhaseIlexpansion funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2773-Erickson (R)
Transportation

Curt Eastlund Memorial Bridge
designated.

HF2774-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Chiropractors annual renewal of
inactive acupuncture registration
and acupuncture reinstatement fees
provided.

HF2775-Cornish (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Public safety peer counseling and
debriefing provisions modified.

HF2776-Abeler (R)

Higher Education Finance
Minnesota State Colleges and
Universitiessurplus propertyadjacent
to a school district disposition
provided.

HF2777-Scalze (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative appropriations continued
in odd-numbered years unless
amended or eliminated.

HF2778-Gazelka (R)

Education Finance

Schools mentoring schools program
grants provided and money
appropriated.

HF2779-Gazelka (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Cuyuna Lakes Trail development
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2780-Mariani (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Mercury emissions limited for coal-
fired electric generating facilities,
reportingrequirementsmodifiedand
reduction-rider modified.

HF2781-Davids (R)

Health Policy & Finance

National center for biofuels research
atthe University of Minnesota design
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2782-Hilty (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

Fond du Lac Tribal and Community
College renovation funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2783-Sertich (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Central Iron Range Sanitary Sewer
District wastewater treatment
facilities funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2784-Rukavina (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State supplemental benefit increased
for survivors of deceased active
volunteer firefighters.

HF2785-Rukavina (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Vehicle forfeitures and fees for
information releases provisions

modified.

HF2786-Rukavina (DFL)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Large employers required to report
information on employee health
insurance costs,assessmentsrequired
and funds deposited into the Health
Care Access Fund.

HF2787-Rukavina (DFL)
Transportation Finance

White; connecting road and
recreational trail project funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2788-Rukavina (DFL)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Volunteer firefighter duty unpaid
leave required from employers.

HF2789-Anderson, I. (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Koochiching Countycleanair project
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2790-Rukavina (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources

Disabled hunter provisions
modified.

HF2791-Rukavina (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minnesota minerals 21st century
fund transfer authorized and money
appropriated.

HF2792-Lieder (DFL)

Taxes

Polk County Justice Center
construction materials sales tax
exemption provided.

HF2793-Thissen (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Biomass energy facility funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.
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HF2794-Gazelka (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Uninsured motorists remedies
limited.

HF2795-Bradley (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Rochester; bioscience development
center fundingprovided,bondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2796-Jaros (DFL)
Taxes
Income tax rates modified.

HF2797-Jaros (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Ojibwe and Dakota language place
names required where appropriate
and money appropriated.

HF2798-Heidgerken (R)

Higher Education Finance

English pronunciation policy
requiredasa condition of instructing
students at public postsecondary
institutions.

HF2799-Abeler (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Public Employees Retirement
Association service credit purchase
authorized.

HF2800-Paulsen (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

State wildlife management bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2801-Heidgerken (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Basic skills data reporting
requirements by school
superintendents to education
commissioner eliminated.

HF2802-Heidgerken (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Brooten and St. Martin wastewater
system bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2803-Ruth (R)

Transportation Finance

Local bridges and local road
improvement fund proceed bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2804-Lanning (R)

Taxes

Marriage penaltyreliefconformityin
standard deduction Working Families
Tax Relief Act of 2004 provided.
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HF2805-Wilkin (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Insurance regulation modernized,
mutual holding company laws
amended, interstate insurance
product regulation compact enacted
and other changes provided.

HF2806-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Licensed professional counselor
reimbursement provided.

HF2807-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Variance or set-aside notification
exception provided.

HF2808-Abeler (R)

Taxes

K-12 educationsubtractionand credit
modified to cover extracurricular
activity fees.

HF2809-Sviggum (R)
Transportation Finance

Goodhue Pioneer Trail bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF2810-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Radiation therapy facility
construction limitation expiration
date removed.

HF2811-Murphy (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

Lake Superior College bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF2812-Cornish (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Blood testing requirements for
individuals whose bodily fluids
contact peace officers established.

HF2813-Welti (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Case-mix classification assessment
frequency modified.

HF2814-Liebling (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Debtor creditor attachment,
garnishment or sale exemption for
state earned income tax credits
provided.

HF2815-Johnson, R. (DFL)

Taxes

Charter school leased or rented
property tax exemption provided.

HF2816-Demmer (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Workforce center land and building
developmentbondsissuedand money
appropriated.

HF2817-Demmer (R)
Higher Education Finance
“Resident student” definition

under state financial aid programs
modified.

HF2818-Demmer (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Southeast Minnesota Regional Public
Safety Training Center bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF2819-Lanning (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Northern Connections pilot project
money appropriated.

HF2820-Sailer (DFL)

Local Government

Hubbard County; Rockwood
Township eminent domain exercise
to acquire certain trust fund land
authorized.

HF2821-Lillie (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare premiums for
military personnel and their families
eliminated.

HF2822-Bradley (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Rochester; bioscience development
center bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2823-Latz (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
UniversityofMinnesotasupplemental
funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF2824-Latz (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
University of Minnesota capital
project bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2825-McNamara (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Hastings veterans supportive
housing bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2826-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Nursing facility medical assistance
rate equalization requirement
eliminated.

HF2827-Kohls (R)

Regulated Industries

On-sale wine and beer license
issuance for culinary or cooking
classes authorized.

HF2828-Eastlund (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Child support reduction upon
emancipation of child established
and supportorderstospecifysupport
amounts provided.

HF2829-Johnson, J. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Child pornography offense penalties
increased and ranked on offense
severity table.

HF2830-Greiling (DFL)

Taxes

Retired pensioners income tax
subtraction created.

HF2831-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Employer health coverage pooling
programs reformed and recodified
and money appropriated.

HF2832-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Business and political subdivision
employee health coverage
reinsurance pool created and money
appropriated.

HF2833-Seifert (R)

State Government Finance
Inclusion of full-time equivalent
positions by state agenciesin detailed
budget required.

HF2834-Welti (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Employee energy savings suggestion
incentives provided.

HF2835-Cox (R)

Regulated Industries

Mercury emissions limits for coal-
fired electric generating facilities
imposed, emissions report
requirements and reduction-rate
rider modified.

HF2836-Welti (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Great River Ridge State Trail
designated.

HF2837-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Child pornography offender
conditional release term imposed.

HF2838-Abeler (R)

Education Finance

Debt service equalization aid and
referendum equalizationaid program
equalizing factors increased and
indexed.

HF2839-Tingelstad (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Straight-pipe sewage disposal
system replacement or discontinued
operation required.

HF2840-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Continued effect of certain
appropriations provided.

March 3, 2006



HF2841-Tingelstad (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Schoolsafetyemphasized,emergency/
disaster preparedness planning
encouraged, secondary school law
enforcement teachers required to be
licensed as a peace officer and school
safety procedures and fire drills
integrated.

HF2842-Poppe (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Riverland Community College bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2843-Kohls (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Identity theft victims assisted and
penalties provided.

HF2844-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Monson Lake State Parkbondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2845-Ruth (R)

Taxes

Owatonna; local sales and use tax
imposition authorized.

HF2846-Johnson, J. (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Eminent domain public use or
purpose defined and modified,
evidence for certain takingsrequired,
attorney fees provided and other
changes provided.

HF2847-Ozment (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Minneapolis Teachers Retirement
Fund Association and Teachers
Retirement Association merged,
contribution rates adjusted, benefit
increase provided, technical changes
provided and money appropriated.

HF2848-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Case management and other social
services report required.

HF2849-Lenczewski (DFL)
Transportation Finance
Bloomington; Old Cedar Avenue
Bridge maintenance for hikers and
bikers bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2850-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes
Alternative minimum tax exemption
amounts and phaseout thresholds
increased.

HF2851-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Alternative minimum taxable
income modified.
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HF2852-Smith (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Surviving spouse of deceased judge
retirement option provided.

HF2853-Sieben (DFL)

Ways & Means
Revenueforecastaccountforinflation
provided.

HF2854-Nornes (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Hospital restricted construction or
modification exception provided.

HF2855-Poppe (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child care employer cooperative
program licensure provided.

HF2856-Wilkin (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Senior citizens protected from
financial exploitation and annuity
transactions regulated.

HF2857-Eastlund (R)

Taxes

Disabled militaryveteranshomestead
property valuation exclusion
provided.

HF2858-Tingelstad (R)

Civil Law & Elections
International marriage brokers
regulated.

HF2859-Tingelstad (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Sex tourism facilitation prohibited
and civil and criminal penalties
provided.

HF2860-Eastlund (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Standard for removal of child’s
residence from the state modified,
joint physical custody presumption
created, parenting plans required
and hearing requirement timelines
modified.

HF2861-Krinkie (R)

Transportation

Driver’s license written examination
in any language but English
prohibited.

HF2862-Brod (R)

Civil Law & Elections

State primary moved from September
to August and conforming changes
provided.

HF2863-Sviggum (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Kenyon; embankment removal
project bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2864-Tingelstad (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Metropolitan regional park
acquisition and betterment bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2865-Lillie (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Ramsey and Washington counties;
Lake Links Trail appropriation
limited.

HF2866-Liebling (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Health Care Access Fund purpose
clarified, MinnesotaCare provider
tax contingent reduction provided
and health care access fund transfers
eliminated.

HF2867-Vandeveer (R)

Local Government
Incorporation provided and
annexation prohibited in certain
circumstances.

HF2868-Greiling (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Adult consultation prior to juvenile
waiving guaranteed rights required.

HF2869-Lesch (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Clinical trial registration and civil
penalties provided.

HF2870-Sieben (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Red Rock Corridor transitway bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2871-Sieben (DFL)
Transportation Finance

High speed rail line between St. Paul
and Chicagobondsissued and money
appropriated.

HF2872-Erickson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Political subdivision defined relating
to state auditor and provisions
applied.

HF2873-Lenczewski (DFL)
Ways & Means

Inflation accounted for in revenue
forecast.

HF2874-Klinzing (R)

Education Finance

School district operating
expenditures directed towards
classroom expenditures.

HF2875-Scalze (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax market value credit
reimbursement cuts from 2006
restored.

HF2876-Severson (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Property insurance restriction
exception for second class cities
clarified.

HF2877-Emmer (R)

Health Policy & Finance

State health program coverage of
services eliminated for all except
laborand deliveryforundocumented,
pregnant non-citizens.

HF2878-Gazelka (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Life insurance policy retention
by Medical Assistance applicants
authorized in certain instances.

HF2879-Urdahl (R)

Taxes

Dairy operation qualifying invest-
ment income and corporation fran-
chise tax credit provided.

HF2880-Urdahl (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

State park needs bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2881-Urdahl (R)

Education Finance

Superintendent sharing financial
incentive for school districts
created.

HF2882-Urdahl (R)

Transportation

“Combat drug abuse” license plates
authorized.

HF2883-Dorman (R)

Taxes

Agricultural land eligible for the
homestead classification maximum
market value increased.

HF2884-Dorman (R)

Taxes

Special agricultural classification
eligibility extended.

HF2885-Erickson (R)

Education Finance

Library accessibility and improve-
mentgrantsbondsissuedand money
appropriated.

HF2886-Hosch (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Avon air quality study of xylene
money appropriated.

HF2887-Hosch (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare income exclusions
for certain medical expenses
authorized.
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HF2888-Hosch (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare excess income spend
downforpersonswithlife-threatening
medical conditions authorized.

HF2889-Hosch (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Glacial Lakes State Trailbondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2890-Sykora (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Staggered terms of office for
senators and staggered four-year
terms of office for representatives
provided, Legislature size reduced,
and constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF2891-Gunther (R)
Transportation Finance

Mankato district headquarters
building trunkhighwaybondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2892-Dorn (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Mankato academic building
construction authorized.

HF2893-Dorn (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Minnesota State University, Mankato;
Trafton Hallbondsissued and money
appropriated.

HF2894-Urdahl (R)

Education Finance

State aid destabilization of certain
school district finances created.

HF2895-Nelson, P. (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Use, notice, hearing, appeal and
procedure of eminent domain
clarified, attorney fees authorized
and technical changes provided.

HF2896-Knoblach (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Total maximum daily load
developments relating to the Clean
Water Act provided and money
appropriated.

HF2897-Hackbarth (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Northshore Trail bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2898-Juhnke (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Ridgewater College bondsissued and
money appropriated.

HF2899-Krinkie (R)

Taxes

Bloomington directed to repay
trunk highway fund bonds and
metropolitan fiscal disparities law
abolished.
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HF2900-Krinkie (R)

Taxes

State general levy growth factor
eliminated.

HF2901-Heidgerken (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Ski area operators and skiers
responsibilities, rights and liabilities
defined; and actions for injuries
resulting from the inherent dangers
of skiing prohibited.

HF2902-Eastlund (R)

Civil Law & Elections
Presumptionin favor of joint physical
custody established.

HF2903-Seifert (R)

Taxes

Agricultural homestead property
classification tier structure basis on
acreage rather than market value
provided.

HF2904-Seifert (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Statewide hospitality fee exemption
for schools provided.

HF2905-Seifert (R)

Civil Law & Elections
Contributions and solicitations
during special legislative sessions
prohibited in certain cases.

HF2906-Seifert (R)

Transportation Finance
Minnesota Valley Regional Rail
Authorityrailroadtrackrehabilitation
grant created, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2907-Seifert (R)

Taxes

Adoption income tax credit
authorized and fund transfer
provided.

HF2908-Seifert (R)

Regulated Industries

Allowable gambling expenses
restrictions modified and technical
changes provided.

HF2909-Seifert (R)

Education Finance

Independent School DistrictNo. 635,
Milroy, fund transfer authorized.

HF2910-Seifert (R)

Higher Education Finance
Southwest Minnesota State
University bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2911-Seifert (R)

Higher Education Finance
Southwest Minnesota State
University bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2912-Seifert (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Court collection of information
from defendants for debt collection
purposesrequired, penalties for false
information establishedand Supreme
Court directed to adopt rules.

HF2913-Hansen (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

South St. Paul landfill reclamation
and conversion to parkland bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2914-Dorman (R)

Taxes

Local government aid formula for
cities modified.

HF2915-Gunther (R)
Transportation Finance

Motor vehicle tax apportionment
specified through constitutional
amendment and referendum.

HF2916-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Fire safety account established from
firepremiumandassessmentrevenue,
fire insurance tax abolished and
money appropriated.

HF2917-Severson (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Funeral, burial or memorial service
disruption prohibited and penalties
created.

HF2918-Dill (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Vermillion Community Col-
lege bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2919-Lanning (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Oakport Township; flood hazard
mitigation bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2920-Gazelka (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Brainerd Regional Treatment Center
methamphetamine treatment center
forwomen developmentbondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2921-Severson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Leaves ofabsence for family members
of seriously injured or killed member
ofthearmedforcesrequired, veterans
programs provided and funded,
military pension tax subtraction
created, educational fairnessrequired
and money appropriated.

HF2922-Olson (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Commitment law for felony sentence
repealed.

HF2923-Seifert (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Disruption of funeral, burial or
memorial service prohibited and
penalties created.

HF2924-Johnson, R. (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax bracket indexed for
agricultural homestead property.

HF2925-Johnson, R. (DFL)

Taxes

Home carecreditprovidedand money
appropriated.

HF2926-Dean (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislators prohibited fromreceiving
compensation after May in odd-
numbered years unless all major
budget bills have been passed.

HF2927-Abeler (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Sick leave benefits use modified,
Internet-based caregiver support
system established and money
appropriated.

HF2928-Dorman (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Albert Lea storm sewer lift station
upgrades funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2929-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Alternativeminimum taxableincome
modifiedandexemptionamountsand
phase-out thresholds increased.

HF2930-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Alternative minimum taxableincome
modified.

HF2931-Dempsey (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Goodhue Pioneer Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2932-Davids (R)

Taxes

Military pension income tax
deduction provided.

HF2933-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Health case mix classification
quarterly assessments required for
reimbursement purposes.

HF2934-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Integration plan for state-
administered health care programs
required.
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HF2935-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare provider tax
contingent reduction provided.

HF2936-Knoblach (R)

Higher Education Finance

St. Cloud State University; Wick
Science Building addition funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2937-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare vision services
coverage provided under limited
benefit set.

HF2938-Klinzing (R)
Transportation Finance

1-94 and Radio Drive interchange
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2939-Hansen (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Deer stand recalls notification
required.

HF2940-Otremba (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare gross income
definition modified.

HF2941-Otremba (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Minnesota State Correctional
Facility - St. Cloud correctional state
employees retirement plan coverages
clarified and service credit purchase
authorized.

HF2942-Juhnke (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Willmar airport repayment to
state airports fund requirement
prohibited, future funding from
state airports reduction prohibited,
and funds use for other airport
improvements specified.

HF2943-Sieben (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Newport motor vehicle excise tax
authorized.

HF2944-Sieben (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Credit and debit card task force
established relating to payment of
taxes, licenses, permits and other
fees.

HF2945-Olson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Best practice guidelines, quality
measurements requirement,
performance reporting and quality
improvement system requirements
repealed for health care providers
serving certain public programs.
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HF2946-Howes (R)

Local Government

County office appointment and
consolidation provided subject
to notice, hearing and reverse
referendum.

HF2947-Juhnke (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Spearfishing season modified.

HF2948-Juhnke (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Corrections contracts exceeding two
yearsauthorized relating to chemical
dependency treatment programs.

HF2949-Simpson (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Wadena County regional justice
center fundingprovided,bondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2950-Wagenius (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Hazardous substance release
prevention, preparedness and
response provided.

HF2951-Ellison (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
False information relating to police
misconduct criminal provision
repealed.

HF2952-Westerberg (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Youthintervention programsfunding
provided and money appropriated.

HF2953-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Courts funding provided to better
address alcohol and drug-addicted
offenders.

HF2954-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Cell phone use by drivers under
age 18 petty misdemeanor offense
provided.

HF2955-Howes (R)

Tourism Division

Alternative shoreland management
provided.

HF2956-Solberg (DFL)
Ways & Means

State budget compliance with
accepted accounting principles
required, emergency appropriation
provided, inflation impact on state
expenditures disclosed, continued
appropriations provided, bud-
get reserve increased and money
appropriated.

HF2957-Ruud (DFL)

Education Finance

Special education federal funding
urged by resolution to the president
and Congress.

HF2958-Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Lobbyist disclosure requirements
increased, certain conference
committee communicationsrequired
to be open to the public, former
legislators and employees prohibited
from lobbying for two years and
contributions limited.

HF2959-Dorman (R)

Capital Investment

Capital improvements bill providing
funding for various public projects,
issuing bonds and appropriating
money.

HF2960-Hilstrom (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Social Security number use
restricted.

HF2961-Dean (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislators’ and governor’s
compensation forfeited upon failure
to pass specified budget provisionsin
a timely manner.

HF2962-Dorman (R)

Taxes

Property tax 4d classification
extended.

HF2963-Liebling (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
California low emission vehicle
standards adopted and federal Clean
Air Act updates provided.

HF2964-Vandeveer (R)

Civil Law & Elections
Communication or contact
agreements clarified relating to
family law.

HF2965-Vandeveer (R)

Local Government

Local government requirements for
use of non-conforming lots limited.

HF2966-Latz (DFL)

Education Finance

Perpich Center forthe Artsrenovation
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2967-Solberg (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Itasca County survey requirements
modified, tax-forfeited land
sale authorized and proceeds
apportionment modified.

HF2968-Abeler (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Public Employees Retirement
Association service credit purchase
authorized.

HF2969-Kahn (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Hennepin County; emergency
building stabilization at Fort
Snelling Upper Bluff funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2970-Liebling (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Manufactured home parks con-
ditional use zoning requirement
repealed.

HF2971-Dorman (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Shell Rock River Watershed District
storm water retention and flood
mitigation grants provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2972-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
LegislativeCommissiononMinnesota
Resources renamed and modified
to include citizens and money
appropriated.

HF2973-Eastlund (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Human Services campus security
upgrades provided, bondsissued and
money appropriated.

HF2974-Eastlund (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Correctional facilities capital
improvements funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2975-Greiling (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Mental health parity required in
group disability income insurance
policies.

HF2976-Poppe (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Family child care licensure
classification groups expanded.

HF2977-Poppe (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child care licensing provisions
modified.

HF2978-Solberg (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Sustainable forest incentive program
land exchange authorized.

HF2979-Hausman (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Central Corridor transitway funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.
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HF2980-Welti (DFL)

Taxes

Dover, Eyota, St. Charles Sanitary
Sewer District sewer treatment
facility construction materials sales
tax exemption provided.

HF2981-Soderstrom (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Minnesota sex offender treatment
program at Moose Lake funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2982-Simon (DFL)
Transportation Finance

McLeod County railroad switching
yard funding provided, bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF2983-Vandeveer (R)

Regulated Industries

Wireless telecommunications
consumer protections provided.

HF2984-Abeler (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Minnesota Correctional Facility
- Lino Lakes; medical building
improvementsprovided,bondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2985-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Funeralandburialservicedisruption
prohibited and penalties imposed.

HF2986-Brod (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

St. Peter Regional Treatment Center
capital improvements funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2987-Abrams (R)

Education Finance

Minneapolis; MacPhail Center for
Musicfundingprovided,bondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF2988-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Education Finance

Cooperative secondary facilities
program eligibility expanded.

HF2989-Poppe (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Austin flood damage rehabilitation
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF2990-Poppe (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Austin flood mitigation grant
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF2991-Magnus (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Slaytonregional eventcenter funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.
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HF2992-Greiling (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Prescriptions; notice required when
a prescription drug is removed from
the formulary due to the failure of
the manufacturer to sign a rebate
agreement.

HF2993-Latz (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

Perpich Center for Arts Education
authorized to participate in the
alternative teacher professional pay
system.

HF2994-Dill (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Watercraft storage structure repair
authorized on public waters.

HF2995-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Law enforcement and firefighter
survivors income tax check-off
provided, memorials maintenance

provided and advisory council
established.

HF2996-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Local option disaster relief
abatements modified.

HF2997-Ellison (DFL)

State Government Finance

Blaine; National Sports Center track
resurfacing funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF2998-Hoppe (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Firefighterlaborarbitration provision
sunset repealed.

HF2999-Penas (R)

Transportation Finance

Kittson County local road
improvements funding provided,
bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3000-Cox (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Mill Towns State Trail funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3001-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Contamination cleanup grant
program funds directed and
commissioner’s discretion clarified.

HF3002-Emmer (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minnesota Family Investment
Program and general assistance
provisions modified.

HF3003-Dorman (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Albert Lea; North Edgewater Park
contamination cleanup grant
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3004-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
State and local jail and prison
inmates required to be housed
in publicly owned and operated
facilities, private contracting
prohibited and Prairie Correctional
Facility purchase authorized.

HF3005-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Sex offender assessment
reimbursement grant appropriation
technical correction provided.

HF3006-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Law enforcement officers required to
record the country of citizenship and
immigration status of felon arrestees
and reporting required.

HF3007-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Law enforcement officers required to
record the country of citizenship and
immigration status of felon arrestees
and reporting required.

HF3008-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Level IIT sex offenders required to
wear GPStrackingdevicesand money
appropriated.

HF3009-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Domestic assault committed in
the presence of a child enhanced
penalties provided.

HF3010-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Photographic evidence-based traffic
citations prohibited.

HF3011-Johnson, R. (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

St. Peter Regional Treatment Center
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3012-Ozment (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Temporary state park permits
provided for towed vehicles.

HF3013-Smith (R)

Transportation

Motor vehicle existence of event
recording device disclosure
required.

HF3014-Smith (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Driver’s license, permit and
identification permits regulation
provided and federal conformity
provided.

HF3015-Bradley (R)

Ways & Means

Pharmacy and pharmacy-related
costs human services funding pro-
vided and money appropriated.

HF3016-Mullery (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

K-12 physical education standard
elements clarified.

HF3017-Howes (R)

Local Government

Emergency medical services
special taxing districts alternative
establishment method provided,
levy authority increased and sunset
removed.

HF3018-Wagenius (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Absentee ballot voting provisions
modified relating to public health
circumstances.

HF3019-Dorman (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Albert Lea; Katherine Island bridge
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3020-Solberg (DFL)
Taxes
Electric utility generation facility

personal property tax exemption
modified.

HF3021-Ellison (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Voter challenges based on certain
mailings by political parties
prohibited.

HF3022-Ellison (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Voter challenges based on certain
mailings by political parties
prohibited.

HF3023-Newman (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District No.
424, Lester Prairie, fund transfers
authorized.

HF3024-Hilty (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 577,
Willow River authorized to recertify
its school levy for taxes payable in
2006.
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HF3025-Lesch (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Fair Share health care fund estab-
lished, large employers required to
reporthealth care costsand payments
and subsidies established.

HF3026-Pelowski (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Health screening benefit for eligible
membersofthearmed forcesprovided
and money appropriated.

HF3027-Charron (R)

Local Government
Nonconforming county land use
provisions modified.

HF3028-Kelliher (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Liquor license restrictions techni-
cal provision modified relating to
Metropolitan State University.

HF3029-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Essential community provider desig-
nation modified.

HF3030-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Health care providers prohibited from
refusing to contractwith government
health plans and county-based
purchasing organizations under
certain circumstances.

HF3031-Erickson (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Garrison, Kathio, West Mille Lacs
Sanitary Sewer District wastewater
treatment grant provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3032-Emmer (R)

Health Policy and Finance
Pharmacists prohibited fromrefusing
to dispense a prescription drug
or device except under certain
circumstances.

HF3033-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Pre-kindergarten through grade 12
academic reform created, teacher
preparation reformed, state council
established, grants provided and
money appropriated.

HF3034-Hornstein (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Mental health fatality reviewteames-
tablished and money appropriated.

HF3035-Penas (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Roseau County tax-forfeited land
sale authorized.
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HF3036-Solberg (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Long Lake Conservation Center
Marcum House renovation bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3037-Penas (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Kittson County; St. Vincent dike
improvement bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3038-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge
bike trail bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3039-Blaine (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Timber permit extension in event
of adverse climatic conditions
provided.

HF3040-Fritz (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

Deaf student interpreter require-
ments modified.

HF3041-Erickson (R)

Education Finance

Debt service equalization aid pro-
gram equalizing factors increased
and indexed.

HF3042-Erickson (R)

Education Finance

Limited market value sales ratio
adjustment calculation corrected.

HF3043-Erickson (R)

Education Finance

Debt service equalization aid
equalizing factors increased and
indexed and sales ratio calculation
corrected.

HF3044-Howes (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Fish spearing season extended.

HF3045-Knoblach (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Non-public school exemption for
timely wage payment requirements
provided.

HF3046-Haws (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
St.Cloud Civic Center expansion and
renovation bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3047-Haws (DFL)
Transportation Finance

St. Cloud Regional Airport land
acquisition bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3048-Lanning (R)
Transportation Finance

Motor vehicle sales tax revenue
dedicated to transportation and
allocated between public transit
assistance and highway user tax
distribution fund and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF3049-Davids (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Ambulance purchase and lease
regulated and manufacturer’s duty
to repair, refund or replace defective
ambulances established.

HF3050-Nelson, P. (R)
Transportation
Provisional driver’s license motor

vehicle operation requirements
modified.

HF3051-Lieder (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Polk County; 10-ton road con-
struction bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3052-Ellison (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Legal non-licensed family child
care providers technical provision
modified.

HF3053-Hornstein (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minneapolis parkway improve-
ment bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3054-Latz (DFL)

Transportation Finance

St. Louis Park intersection recon-
struction bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3055-Davnie (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Pressure-treated lumber containing
chromated copperarsenate structure
removalfromschools, parksand child
care facilities required.

HF3056-Blaine (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
State Timber Act modified, land
donor appraisal reimbursement
and acquisition of land provided,
state forest user fees established,
forest resource management plan
requirement eliminated, criminal
penalties provided and money
appropriated.

HF3057-Beard (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Lower Minnesota River Watershed
District acquisition, maintenance,
operation, and improvement of
dredge material site authorized, fees
imposed and bonds issued.

HF3058-Penas (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Iron Range Resources and Rehabilita-
tion Board fund expenditure approval
process clarified.

HF3059-Penas (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Giants Ridge Recreation Area
definition updated and Douglas J.
Johnson economic protection trust
fund technical reference corrected.

HF3060-Howes (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Forestland acquisition bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3061-Huntley (DFL)
Transportation Finance
Northeast Minnesota rail ini-
tiative bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3062-Hamilton (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Jackson County; trail connec-
tions bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3063-Buesgens (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Structurally balanced school district
budget requirements clarified.

HF3064-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Minnesota Correctional Facility
- Shakopee bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3065-Charron (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Minnesota Correctional Facility
- Stillwater bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3066-Pelowski (DFL)
Agriculture & Rural Development
Nursery stock retail sale consumer
education provided and report
required.

HF3067-Davids (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Houston County Historical Society
grant money appropriated.

HF3068-Davids (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Houston County Historical Society
grant bonds issued and money
appropriated.

Session Weekly 21



HF3069-Smith (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Eminent domain exercise for
economic development prohibited,
public use and other terms defined.

HF3070-Hamilton (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Windom wastewater line proj-
ect bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3071-Severson (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Watershed district manager elections
provided.

HF3072-Severson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Policy statement supportive of
military service established.

HF3073-Thissen (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Minnesota Common Interest
Ownership Act technical and
conforming changes provided, and
certain probate, trustand mechanic’s
lien provisions modified.

HF3074-Moe (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Disruptionoffuneralservices, funeral
ceremonies, graveside services and
memorial services prohibited and
penalties provided.

HF3075-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Education Finance

Lincoln County school project
involving renewable energy bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3076-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Business corporations regulated,
terms clarified and updated, limited
liability companies regulated
and references to limited liability
companies provided.

HF3077-Thissen (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Human services commissioner
presentation of detailed budget
information for state-operated
services required.

Thursday, March 2

HF3078-Penas (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation Board composition
and member selection provided.
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HF3079-Abrams (R)

Local Government

Liability on claims brought against a
municipality participating in a joint
venture or enterprise limited.

HF3080-Haws (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

County reimbursement required
for housing state’s short-term
offenders.

HF3081-Eken (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Otter Tail River canoe and boating
route designated and funding
provided, other routes and river
accesses marked, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3082-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Working Families Tax Relief Act
of 2004 marriage penalty relief
conformity provided.

HF3083-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Working Families Tax Relief Act
of 2004 marriage penalty relief
conformity provided and tax relief
made permanent.

HF3084-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Working Families Tax Relief Act of
2004 retroactive marriage penalty
relief conformity provided.

HF3085-Erickson (R)
Transportation

Reconveying surplus transportation
land requirements provided.

HF3086-Powell (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Reporting of maltreatment of
vulnerable adults data sharing with
local medical examiner of reports of
suspicious deaths required.

HF3087-Eken (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Counties authorized to withdraw
from regional jail systems.

HF3088-Nelson, P. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Limited disclosure of verbatim grand
jury record authorized in the speci-
fied interests of justice.

HF3089-Ruth (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Minnesota Correctional Facility -
Faribault; Phase Il expansion funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3090-Westrom (R)

Regulated Industries

Uniform regulatory treatment of
telecommunications services for
business customers provided.

HF3091-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Domestic abuse no contact order
violations added to list of qualified
domestic violence-related offenses.

HF3092-Meslow (R)
Transportation Finance
WhiteBearLake;LakeAvenueRegional
Trail funding provided, bondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF3093-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Unemploymentinsurancelawpolicy,
housekeeping, and style changes
provided; administrative rules
incorporated into statute; and fraud
penalties modified.

HF3094-Powell (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
State Patrol vehicles provided with
automatic external defibrillators and
money appropriated.

HF3095-Hornstein (DFL)

Local Government

Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board and city council authorized to
impose a park dedication fee on new
housing units.

HF3096-Dill (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Lake Superior safe harbors funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3097-Walker (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Fee-for-service health care
delivery expanded under Medical
Assistance, general assistance, and
MinnesotaCare; and delivery of
services to state health care program
enrollees by prepaid health plans
eliminated.

HF3098-Kelliher (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Supportive housing funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3099-Westerberg (R)

Regulated Industries

Electronic horse race wagering
authorized and card club provisions
modified.

HF3100-Beard (R)
Regulated Industries
Card club provisions modified.

HF3101-Buesgens (R)
Regulated Industries
Gambling other than pari-mutuel
betting authorized at licensed
racetrack and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF3102-Nornes (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Otter Tail County surplus land
conveyance authorized.

HF3103-Nornes (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Veterans Home Board projects
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3104-Goodwin (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Failure to dispense prescription
drugs penalties provided.

HF3105-Hackbarth (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
EastBethel;zero-dischargewastewater
treatment plant construction funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3106-Walker (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Universalhealthcaresystemprovided,
preventive care focus required,
comprehensive benefits and cost
reductionprovidedand constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF3107-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Ramsey County nursing facility rate
increase determination provided.

HF3108-Sailer (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Renewable and conservation energy
grants for nursing facilities provided
and money appropriated.

HF3109-Samuelson (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Ramsey County teen parents child
care pilot project authorized.

HF3110-Westrom (R)
Civil Law & Elections
Voting system criteria established.

HF3111-Dean (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Interstate contracts for chemical
health services provided.

HF3112-Liebling (DFL)
Transportation Finance
Rochester truck station grant
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3113-Krinkie (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Homeowner compensationincreased
in eminent domain actions,
eminent domain use restricted
and constitutional amendment
proposed.
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HF3114-DelLaForest (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
Laboragreementsand compensation
plans for various public employees
ratified.

HF3115-Welti (DFL)
Transportation Finance
Airportfund transfer offset provided
and fund transfer from the tax
relief account to the general fund
provided.

HF3116-McNamara (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Game and fish provisions modified.

HF3117-Larson (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Cell phones; moving violation
committed while operating mobile
phone fine doubled and affirmative
defense provided for emergency
use.

HF3118-Samuelson (R)

Taxes

Senior propertytaxdeferral program
qualifications modified.

HF3119-Hoppe (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Regulated animal possession and
ownership restrictions modified.

HF3120-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Unemploymentanddislocated worker
eligibility regulation provided.

HF3121-Sykora (R)

Education Finance
Charterschoolstart-upaid forcertain
charter schools restored.

HF3122-Johnson, R. (DFL)

Taxes

North Mankato local sales tax
authorized, bonds issued and funds
use specified.

HF3123-Tingelstad (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Post-adoptionsearchservicestraining
requirements developed.

HF3124-Tingelstad (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Adoption advisory task force
established.

HF3125-Severson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Leave forimmediate family members
ofmilitary personnelinjured orkilled
in active service required.
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HF3126-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Contractor payment withholding
rules modified.

HF3127-Abrams (R)

Taxes

Motor vehicle lease sales tax revenue
deposit modified.

HF3128-Cornish (R)

Regulated Industries

Renewable energy measure funding
underenergyconservationinvestment
loan program authorized.

HF3129-Hortman (DFL)

Education Finance
MinnesotaEarlyLearningFoundation
money appropriated.

HF3130-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

ICF/MR plan to develop a plan
for unspecified future services
development required.

HF3131-Sykora (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Health reinsurance program
provision by service cooperatives
and local government participation
in programs authorized.

HF3132-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Credentials verification service use
by foreign medical school graduates
authorized.

HF3133-Gazelka (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Employment and Economic
Development Department technical
and housekeeping changes provided,
department assistance provision to
small businesses regarding federal
funds required, fees imposed and
revenue appropriated.

HF3134-Wagenius (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Energy project entitlement removed
to facilitate energy sales contract
entrance and technical changes
provided.

HF3135-Abrams (R)

Local Government

Hennepin and Ramsey counties
mortgage registry and deed
tax imposition expiration date
removed.

HF3136-Abrams (R)

Higher Education Finance
University of Minnesota and
Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities president search and
selection process modified.

HF3137-Ellison (DFL)

Rules & Legislative Administration
United States; presidentmemorialized
by resolution to proclaim Juneteenth
a national holiday.

HF3138-Powell (R)

Taxes

Burnsville tax increment financing
district creation authorized, time
deadlines extended and certain
related authority repealed.

HF3139-Johnson, S. (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State building projects funded with
state bonds climate neutral policy
established.

HF3140-Haws (DFL)

Local Government

Financial statement publication
requirements of counties modified.

HF3141-Cornish (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Fuel pre-purchase by Department of
Commerce in certain cases related to
low-income home energy assistance
program required.

HF3142-Hoppe (R)

Local Government

Hennepin County regional park
district provisions modified.
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Legislative days used in 2004, the last bonding year 52
In 2002 56
In 2000 51
Days from when the Legislature adjourned its special session July 13, 2005
to the start of the 2006 session 230
Date by which members must have their work complete May 22
Days between May 22 and Election Day 169
Days before constitutional deadline in which members adjourned in 2004 ... 1
In 2002 2
New House members since the end of last session 1 (Larry Haws)
Republican House members 68
DFL House members 66
Bonding proposal submitted Jan. 17 by Gov. Tim Pawlenty (in millions) ... $897
Millions that are proposed in general obligation bonding $811
Respective requests in 2004, in millions $760, $689
Percent of governor's proposal that is for projects in Greater MinNeSOta ..........ooevsverse 60
Millions in 2005 bonding law passed by Legislature $944.9
Amount in general obligation bonds $885.9
Millions in total bonding law in 2004 50
Millions in 2002 (after vetoes) $626.9
Millions in 2000 $636.8
Millions in 1998 (largest in state history) $999
Members in each body that must pass a bonding bill, as percent 60
House bills introduced during the 2005 regular session 2,562
Senate bills 2,340
Number of bills introduced during the 2005 regular session that were signed into law ....169
Number of bills introduced during the 2005 special session that were signed into law........ 8
House bills introduced in 2004, the last bonding year 1,554
Senate bills 1,497
House bills introduced in the interim and on the first day of session 515

Sources: House Public Information Services office, House Chief Clerk’s Office, Legislative
Reference Library, Office of the Governor Web site (www.governor.state.mn.us), Department
of Finance.

For MORE INFORMATION

For general information, call:

House Public Information Services office
(651) 296-2146 or

1-800-657-3550

To have a copy of Session Weekly mailed to
you, subscribe online at: http://www.house.
mn/hinfo/subscribesw.asp or call

(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

Subribe to Session Daily e-mail alerts at
http://www.house.mn/list/join.asp?listname
=sessiondaily

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:

House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For an after hours recorded message giving
committee meeting times and agendas,
call:

Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be found
on the Web at: http://www.house.mn

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages, call:
TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch television
coverage of House committees, floor
sessions and select press conferences.

This document can be made available in alternative
formats to individuals with disabilities by calling
(651) 296-2146 voice, (651) 296-9896 TTY, or

(800) 657-3550 toll free voice and TTY.




A NONPARTISAN PUBLICATION * *

SESSION
Weekly

MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES © PUBLIC INFORMATION SERVICES
VOLUME 23, NUMBER 2 * MARCH 10, 2006

. 1%
NNOVATION, FRONTIER TRAILS TO HIGHWAYS, MORE

Bill Introductions HF3143H




ESSION

Weekly

Session Weekly is a nonpartisan
publication of the Minnesota House
of Representatives Public Information
Services office. During the 2005-2006 Legis-
lative Session, each issue reports daily House
action between Thursdays of each week,
lists bill introductions, and provides other
information. No fee.

To subscribe, contact:

Minnesota House of Representatives
Public Information Services

175 State Office Building

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298

(651) 296-2146 or

1-800-657-3550

TTY (651) 296-9896
http://www.house.mn/hinfo/subscribesw.asp

Director
Barry LaGrave

Editor/Assistant Director
Lee Ann Schutz

Assistant Editor
Mike Cook

Art & Production Coordinator
Paul Battaglia

Writers
Nick Busse, Patty Janovec, Bao Ong,
Tom Owen, Irene Voth

Chief Photographer
Tom Olmscheid

Photographers
Andrew VonBank, Sarah Stacke

Staff Assistants
Christy Novak, Rebekah Raymond

Session Weekly (ISSN 1049-8176) is pub-
lished weekly during the legislative session by
Minnesota House of Representatives Public
Information Services office, 175 State Office
Building, 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.,
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298. Periodicals postage
paid at Minneapolis, Minn.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Session Weekly, Public
Information Services office, Minnesota House of
Representatives, 175 State Office Building,
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.,
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298.

Printed on recycled paper which is 50% recydled,
30% post-consumer content.

wteq
EWes &

£y fFneo i
©Osving.

-4
log 9®

March 10, 2006

CONTENTS

HIGHLIGHTS
Agriculture * 5 Health 8 Metro Affairs « 10
Bonding * 5 Human Services * 8 Recreation * 10
Consumers * 5 Immigration * 9 Technology * 10
Crime * 6 Insurance * 9 Transportation * 10
Education * 7 Local Government * 9 Veterans * 11

Environment ¢ 8

BiLL INTRODUCTIONS (HF3143-HF3336) * 18-21

FEATURES

FirsT READING: Taking aim at eminent domain ¢ 3

Lare Action: Protest bill passes House * 11

At Issue: Governor’s State of the State address « 12-13

Feature: Frontier trails to multi-lane highways « 14-15

At Issue: Pharmacists’ right of refusal « 16

Feature: Ford Building reflects avenue’s history as “car row” « 17
Resources: Roster of House and Senate members « 22-23

MiINNESOTA INDEX: Abuse Treatment « 24

On the cover: Gov. Tim Pawlenty addresses a joint convention of the Legislature to give his State of the
State address.
— Photo by: Tom Olmscheid



IRST READING

* *x *

Taking aim at eminent domain

When is it OK for the government to take your land?

By Nick Busse
hen a St. Cloud trucking firm told
W LeRoy Hanisch he would be evicted
from his property to make way for
their new corporate offices, he didn’t believe it.

“I said, ‘We don’t live in Russia; you can’t
do that,” ” Hanisch said at a March 3 meeting
of the House Public Safety Policy and Finance
Committee.

Two months later, Hanisch said, the St. Cloud
Housing and Redevelopment Authority called to
let him know he had 90 days to move his home,
his business, his wife and their five children off
of his property. The city, he learned, was going
to use eminent domain to take his land.

“I spent an awful lot of my retirement
money to keep my property and keep my
business at the location it is, only because a
big trucking firm

intended to put limits on the use of eminent
domain in Minnesota. It has no Senate
companion.

Johnson’s bill

decided they
wanted to build
their corporate
offices there,”
Hanisch said.
“The system is
broken.”
Hanisch isn’t

“I spent an awful lot of my retirement money to
keep my property and keep my business at the
location it is, only because a big trucking firm
decided they wanted to build their corporate
offices there,”

and others like it
follow in the wake
of a controversial
U.S. Supreme Court
decision in June
2005. In Kelo v. New
London, the court

— LeRoy Hanisch ruled that taking

the only one who
thinks so. A growing number of activists and
legislators say that eminent domain — the
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St. Cloud property owner LeRoy Hanisch testifies March 3 before the House Public Safety Policy and
Finance Committee in support of a bill that would define and modify eminent domain public use or

purpose and require evidence for certain takings.

Despite warnings from his attorney about
the odds of winning in court, Hanisch fought
the city and the trucking company. He
eventually won, but keeping his own property
cost him dearly — to the tune of $80,000.
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right of government to take private property
under certain conditions — is being abused,
and they’re calling for reform.

HF2846, sponsored by Rep. Jeff Johnson

(R-Plymouth), is one among several bills

private property away
from one owner and transferring it to another
private owner for economic development is
constitutional if the community as a whole
benefits.

But the Kelo decision didn’t give
local governments carte blanche to take
whatever homes and businesses they want
— not necessarily. In its decision, the court
recognized the “hardship that condemnations
may entail,” and emphasized that “nothing in
[the court’s] opinion precludes any State from
placing further restrictions on its exercise of
the takings power.”

That touched off a national race to pass state
laws restricting the use of eminent domain.
In February, USA Today reported that more
than 30 state legislatures were considering
eminent domain reform legislation. Five states
— Alabama, Delaware, Michigan, Ohio and
Texas — have already enacted laws.

In Minnesota, no fewer than seven House
bills and seven Senate bills have been introduced
on the subject so far this session. Johnson’s bill
has rapidly emerged as the leader of the pack.

Among other things, the bill would prevent
governments from using eminent domain
for economic development purposes such
as increasing tax revenues, creating jobs
or other redevelopment initiatives. It also
creates a strict definition of what constitutes
a “blighted” property, so that governments
may not arbitrarily use the term to condemn
private properties.

First Reading continued on page 4
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Jimand Beverly Meide of Champlin are afraid their home and several apartment buildings around them will be taken
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by the city to be developed into a park, marina and condos along the Mississippi River.

First Reading continued from page 3

The core issue in eminent domain, and one
that Johnson’s bill attempts to address, is what
constitutes a “public use.” In the Kelo decision,
the Supreme Court held that economic
development benefits the community as a
whole, and therefore satisfies the “public use”
requirement.

Proponents of eminent domain reform,
however, strongly disagree with that notion.

“If a home or business can be taken just
because someone else can make more money,
then no one’s home, farm or small business
is safe,” says Lee McGrath, spokesman for
Minnesotans for

“As a matter of public policy, there are many
ways for government to encourage economic
growth that do not involve taking someone’s
property,” McGrath wrote, mentioning
economicdevelopmentdistricts, taxincentives,
bonding, infrastructure improvements, grants
and loans as examples.

Going too far?

While the image of ordinary, hardworking
Americans getting kicked off their own land to
make way for a new Wal-Mart or a fancy hotel
pulls at many people’s heartstrings, opponents
of eminent domain reform say new restrictions
might prevent communities from making
needed improve-

Eminent Domain While the image of ordinary, hardworking ments.
Reform, a broad -y oricans getting kicked off their own land to League of
coalition opposed Minnesota Cities

to the use of
eminent domain
for economic
development.
In an e-mail,
McGrath

make way for a new Wal-Mart or a fancy hotel
pulls at many people’s heartstrings, opponents
of eminent domain reform say new restrictions
might prevent communities from making needed
improvements.

General Coun-
sel Tom Grund-
hoefer says
Johnson’s bill
could put a stop
to all kinds of

wrote that it is
illegitimate for the government to force a
property owner to “sacrifice his or her land
for someone else’s private profits.”

He wrote that Johnson’s bill would still allow
condemning authorities to take property for
utilities, mitigation of public health risks and
“things the public owns,” such as roads, parks
and government buildings.
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uses of eminent
domain, not just the ones involving economic
development. Moreover, Grundhoefer says
forbidding governments from using eminent
domain for economic development overlooks
the rights of property owners who stand to
benefit from that development.

“Part of the point we’re making is, what

about the rights of those
citizens to have their area, their
neighborhood improved?”
Grundhoefer says. “How does
that compare to the one or
two properties that might
have to suffer a taking?”

St. Louis Park Mayor Jeff
Jacobs agrees.

“This is not simply about
private property rights,”
Jacobs told members of the
House Civil Law and Elections
Committee March 1. “It is
about the rights of Minnesota
communities to reinvent
themselves, to redevelop their
main streets and to retain and
attract businesses that will
come to their communities.”

Jacobs said it is already
difficult for cities to use eminent
domain, and that the practice is
used “very sparingly.” He added
thathiscityis currently trying to
redevelop an environmentally
blighted property that might
not meet the criteria for blight
as defined in Johnson’s bill.

The bill’s definition of blight is a common
complaint among its critics. Grundhoefer
says that in order to be condemned, a house
“pretty much has to be all but falling down”
under the proposed legislation.

Rep. Keith Ellison (DFL-Mpls) has also
expressed misgivings about the bill’s definition
of blight. As a representative of an inner-city
district, Ellison worries that the bill might
inadvertently prevent urban communities
from cleaning up troubled neighborhoods.

Johnson, whose bill has gone from one
sentence up to 16 pages and then back down
to five-and-a-half pages in length, admits
that his bill is a “work in progress.” But
he says the current incarnation of the bill
represents a “reasonable middle ground,” and
he dismisses any notions that it would stop
municipalities from building roads and other
public projects.

“That’s ludicrous, and I think even the
people who are saying that know it’s ludicrous,
but they’re hoping it sticks,” Johnson says.

Johnson admits the bill will make it more
difficult and costly for governments to initiate
eminent domain proceedings, no matter what
the purpose is. But as far as he’s concerned,
that’s a good thing.

“I think it will make some of them harder,
and it should,” he says. 2.,

March 10, 2006


http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=4
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=4
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=58B
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AGRICULTURE
*

Building a bio future

Location, location, location dominated the
discussion about a request for $2.5 million
to partially fund the creation of the National
Center for Biofuels Research at the University
of Minnesota.

Fund it, but build it on which campus?

“Research should be where the resources
are, at Morris,” said Rep. Bud Heidgerken
(R-Freeport). His remarks followed a
presentation by Dick Hemmingson, director of
the university’s Initiative for Renewable Energy
and the Environment to the House Agriculture
and Rural Development Committee March 8.

In striking “on the Twin Cities campus”
from HF2781, sponsored by the committee
chair, Rep. Greg Davids (R-Preston), the
committee chose to pass the location decision
to the House Higher Education Finance
Committee, which will consider the bill next.
It has no Senate companion.

Hemmingson’s presentation focused on the
goals of the proposed center and the plan to
locate it on the Twin Cities campus in order
to involve a variety of departments, including
the Institute of Technology, the Hubert H.
Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs and the
Carlson School of Management.

How to efficiently produce the “next
generation” of biofuels and bioproducts from

the fibrous parts of crops such as corn is
slated to be a primary objective of the center,
Hemmingson said. He described the center’s
potential development of a technology called
biocatalysis which can “drive out an even
more robust and substantially higher-yielding
set of sugars that would then be fermented to
an increasing array of products” including
ethanol.

While construction and operation of the
center would require funds from state, federal
and other sources, Hemmingson spoke of the
university as “a world class, comprehensive,
public and land grant research university”
with all of the components necessary to
not only conduct the necessary research
but to realize the commercial aspects of the
technology and products.

Hemmingson said that while the Morris
and Crookston campuses would provide
researchers easy access to the biomass
resources, the variety of human resources
needed to do the research itselfand to “lead to
the commercialization of these technologies
are on the Twin Cities campus.”

Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar) was not
convinced.

“I understand the collaborative aspect
you're talking about, but in this day and age
of communications and e-mail and ITV and
all the other things, I guess 'm missing the
reasoning why this building would have to be
on the Twin Cities campus,” he said.

The underlying scence
biomass to fuels and products
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Dick Hemmingson, director of the University of Minnesota’s Initiative for Renewable Energy and
the Environment, testifies for the establishment of a National Center for Biofuels Research at the
university during a March 8 hearing of the House Agriculture and Rural Development Committee.

March 10, 2006

Marcw 2 - 9, 2006

BONDING
*

Medtronic dollars

Technical changes are being requested
on nearly $18 million in appropriations
approved last year for a commercial and
industrial project that includes an expansion
of Medtronic, a medical technology company
headquartered in Fridley.

Sponsored by Rep. Dan Dorman (R-Albert
Lea), HF2623 was approved 125-6 by the
House March 9. It now goes to the Senate,
where Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon)
is the sponsor.

Instead of having the appropriation go to the
city of Mounds View, the dollars are directed
to Anoka and Ramsey counties dependent
on roadwork and other infrastructure costs
within their borders.

“This is just cleaning up some language
that didn’t work with the bondholders and
numerous attorneys have had their hand at
making sure it is right this time,” said Tony
Bennett, chair of Ramsey County Board of
Commissioners. “Ramsey County will be the
lead agency in getting the project done. That
is why it’s back here.”

Bennett said expediency is needed. “It needs
to be out of this body and out of the Senate
and signed by the governor by March 15 so we
don’thold up the project. We need to let some
contracts and put some people to work.”

Bennett said that Medtronic has expedited
its expansion project, and its second phase is
expected to begin this year instead three years
from now.

CONSUMERS
*

Cable competition

Communities across Minnesota would
have an easier time giving their local cable
television provider a dose of competition.

Sponsored by Rep. Michael Beard
(R-Shakopee), HF1319 was held over March 8
by the House Regulated Industries Committee
for further discussion.

A companion bill (SF688), sponsored by
Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins), awaits
action by the Senate Jobs, Energy and
Community Development Committee.

Currently, according to proponents of the
bill, only 35 cities in Minnesota, or 4 percent of
the total, have competing cable companies.

They say that lack of competition can
be blamed on state law, which bars cities
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from negotiating deals less burdensome
than the deal they have negotiated
with their existing cable franchise.

That means that local governments must
require that any new competitor serve the
entire physical area served by the existing
franchise. Many small companies are hesitant
to make the large investment necessary to
cover a whole city with fiber optic network
before they land their first customer.

Under Beard’s bill, municipalities could
negotiate a deal covering only one part of the
service area, which would greatly reduce their
up-front investment.

Proponents say it would end the virtual
stranglehold large cable companies have on
the market, allowing them to raise their prices
by 86 percent in the past 10 years.

In addition, it will create a level playing field
that would allow small telecom businesses to
compete for cable customers, and add jobs.

Not surprisingly, cable companies
disagree.

Mike Martin, executive director for
the Minnesota Cable Communication
Association, said the bill would create an
uneven playing field that puts large cable
companies at a disadvantage. He said the
Legislature should scrap the bill and instead
develop a comprehensive policy to address
telecom.

Homeowners vs. home builders
While some homeowners feud with home
builders over who should pay for poor
construction jobs, legislators are trying to find
a solution for both parties.

6 Session Weekly

The House Commerce and Financial
Institutions Committee listened to testimony
March 2 on HF1375, which would give
contractors a “right to repair.” Approved by
the committee, it now goes to the House Civil
Law and Elections Committee.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Dan Severson
(R-Sauk Rapids), requires homeowners to give
contractors 30 days to inspect an issue and
offer to fix a problem upon receiving written
notice.

“We want to simplify this process,” said
Severson, who described the 30 days as a
sanctuary period for both parties to find a
solution other than litigation.

Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-Columbia
Heights) said the bill would be a moot point
unless an amendment was made to hold
contractors liable for construction defects
even after their business dissolves.

Currently, in cases where builders dissolve
and reopen under a different name when a
claim is made against them, it’s impossible
for consumers to seek action, Goodwin said.
She cited the Minnesota Supreme Court’s
decision in Camacho v. Todd and Leiser
Homes as stating that it was the Legislature’s
responsibility to protect homeowners against
such dissolution. Goodwin’s amendment was
voted down 13-11.

Although Rep. Ray Vandeveer (R-Forest
Lake) agreed there was a problem, he said,
“I think the whole warranty program offers
a kind of false hope to people in Minnesota.
But as Rep. Severson said, we should move
this along. But I think this committee really
needs to look at the home warranty program
and what’s backing it and what’s backing the

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK
Rep. Dan Severson, left, listens to testimony by forensic mold investigator Jack Rossbach on an
amendment to HF1375 during the March 2 House Commerce and Financial Institutions Committee
meeting. The bill would regulate construction defects in residential housing causes of action and
provide notice and opportunity to repair.

claims so that it actually has some value to
people.”

A companion bill (SF1287), sponsored by
Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), awaits

action by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

CRIME
*

No private prisoners

Minnesota would not house any inmates in
privately owned or operated prisons, under a
bill before the House Public Safety Policy and
Finance Committee March 8.

The committee held HF3004, sponsored
by Rep. Steve Smith (R-Mound), for further
discussion. SF2615, a companion bill, is
sponsored by Sen. Thomas Bakk (DFL-
Cook). It awaits action by the Senate Crime
Prevention and Public Safety Committee.

Smith’s bill would bar the Department of
Corrections from using private firms after Aug.
1, 2007. It would also require the corrections
commissioner to enter into negotiations
to buy the state’s only privately owned or
operated prison, the Prairie Correctional
Facility in Appleton, from the Corrections
Corporation of America.

While nobody spoke in opposition,
proponents said the Legislature must take
action on the bill soon.

“This is a critical time for your prison
system,” said Kerry Korpi, national director
of research for the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees.

Korpi said Minnesota has one of the best
prison systems in the nation, partly because
it does not rely heavily on private prisons.
However, she said, the facility in Appleton is
expected to boost its inmate population from
a few hundred prisoners to 1,700 by 2008.

If that happens, Minnesota would suddenly
become one of the states most reliant on
private prisons. She said private facilities have
“mixed” safety records, fewer educational and
substance abuse treatment programs, and
generally lower wages.

One state that has found success by relying
on public prisons is Illinois, said Buddy
Maupin, a regional director for AFSCME’s
Ilinois organization.

Maupin said that Illinois decided in 1990
to make state law its longstanding practice of
using public prison facilities.

He also warned that private prison
employees have the right to strike.

“Neither the governor nor the president of the
United States has the statutory authority to get
an injunction to stop such a strike,” he said.

March 10, 2006


http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=5
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=5
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF1375&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=4
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=4
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=10B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=50A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=52A
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF1287&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=46&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1016
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3004&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=33A
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF2615&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=06&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1004
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1004
http://www.doc.state.mn.us
http://www.doc.state.mn.us

Justice center funding

Leaders from a north-central Minnesota
county say their county is too poor to pay for
anew jail, so the state should pick up the $16.6
million tab.

That’s what members of the Wadena County
Board of Commissioners told the House
Public Safety Policy and Finance Committee
March 8. The proposal will be considered in
the committee’s bonding recommendations.

Rep. Dean Simpson (R-New York Mills)
and Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls) are
promoting HF2949/SF2522 to fund the
facility. The Senate version awaits action by
the Senate Finance Committee.

Wadena County officials, whose 22-bed jail
is bursting at the seams, want to build a new
facility with a 66-bed jail, two courtrooms
and a law enforcement center.

Rep. Doug Meslow (R-White Bear Lake)
pointed out that the state normally requires
that local governments pay 50 percent of the
cost of such a facility.

But the supervisors said they couldn’t afford
to pay any money.

“Due to our poor economy, we cannot
put additional taxes on our citizens,” said
Commissioner Lane Waldahl.

Commissioner Mary Harrison said the
county has no tourism or major industries,
which means a paltry tax base. She said some
locals would move if taxes increase.

According to their calculations, of the 87
counties in the state, Wadena officials would
preside over the county with the 25th highest
property tax burden, if they approved the
facility.

However, Rep. Scott Newman (R-
Hutchinson) said people in his district
faced the same problem and found a way to
build a new jail without such extensive state
funding. He wondered how his constituents
would react if he supported state funding for
Wadena’s entire proposed facility.

EDUCATION
*

Red Lake funding

The Red Lake School District is asking
for $55.3 million for building additions and
renovations.

District officials presented their request
to the House Education Finance Committee
March 8.

The committee will consider including the
proposal in its bonding recommendations.

The district plans to spend $29.8 million
to renovate and add classrooms at the high
school, part of which dates to 1949; and the
middle school, part of which dates to 1956. It
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During a presentation to the House Education Finance Committee March 8, Red Lake Schools Su-
perintendent Stuart Desjarlait points out improvements that would be made to one of Red Lake’s
schools with the $55.3 million the district is seeking.

would spend $23.5 million to add classrooms
at a newer local early childhood center. The
remaining $3 million would go toward new
classrooms for an elementary school.

Sponsored by Rep. Brita Sailer (DFL-
Park Rapids), HF2699, which has no Senate
companion, is the fourth request for state
money Red Lake has made since 1999.
School building construction is normally the
responsibility of local school districts, but
state officials allow exceptions for districts
with small tax bases. The district received $18
million in last year’s bonding law “to design,
construct, renovate, furnish, and equip a new
middle school and the existing high school.”

Superintendent Stuart Desjarlait said that
the district needs to expand its infrastructure
to accommodate expected growth in
school population, as members of the local
Native American community return to the
community.

Committee Chair Rep. Barb Sykora (R-
Excelsior) asked Desjarlait to promise that Red
Lake officials would not return for funding
soon, if the state grants the $55.3 million
request.

He promised, but added that the request
would have been much smaller if legislators
had granted it several years ago, before
inflationary costs forced it up from $40
million.

Gov. Tim Pawlenty has allocated $10
million to the district in his capital investment
proposal.

Making schools safer

Schools may be required to create lockdown
plans to respond to school shootings and other
acts of violence involving K-12 students.

HF2492, sponsored by Rep. Dean Urdahl
(R-Grove City), would require both public
and private schools to develop and implement
crisis response plans with local police and
emergency responders.

The bill was approved by the House
Governmental Operations and Veterans
Affairs Committee March 8 and referred
to the House Education Policy and Reform
Committee.

“We must become more prepared with how
we deal with violence in our schools,” Urdahl
said, citing 24,764 acts of school violence
reported to the Minnesota Department of
Education during the 2004-05 school year,
including assaults, harassment, threats and
weapons-related acts.

Under the bill’s provisions, the education
commissioner would be required to develop
a model crisis management plan. School
districts and charter schools would be
responsible for coming up with their own
plans with local authorities, and required
to conduct at least five lock-down drills, five
fire drills and one tornado drill each school
year.

The bill also establishes an advisory task
force made up of law enforcement, school
principals, counselors, state agencies and
education organizations to be appointed by
the commissioner. The task force would report
to the Legislature on school safety issues and
recommend legislation.
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Bloomington Homeland Security
Coordinator Dan Murphy said it is in
everyone’s best interests to take a “proactive
stance” by training students, faculty and police
how to respond to incidents of violence.

“In that moment of crisis, we will revert
to how we have been trained. If we have no
training to fall back on, we’re going to perform
unpredictably,” Murphy said.

A companion bill, SF2292, sponsored by
Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), awaits

action in the Senate Education Committee.

ENVIRONMENT
*

More citizen involvement

A bill designed to reform the Legislative
Commission on Minnesota Resources and
encourage greater citizen involvement
was approved March 2 by the House
Governmental Operations and Veterans
Affairs Committee.

HF2972 next goes to the House Environment
and Natural Resources Committee for further
review. Its Senate companion, SF2814,
sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples),
awaits action in the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

Thebill, sponsored by Rep. Kathy Tingelstad
(R-Andover), is based on recommendations
from the Environment and Natural Resources
Trust Fund Task Force. The task force,
established in 2005 to review the process
by which the state’s environmental trust
fund money is spent, released a report that
calls for a number of changes to the LCMR,
including:

« restructuring the commission to include
seven citizens and 10 legislators;

« requiring a two-thirds majority vote for all
funding decisions, thereby empowering
the commission’s citizen members;

+ changing the commission’s name to the
Legislative and Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources;

« setting up a fund for “emerging issues;”
and

* encouraging regional block grants.

The regional grants became a subject
of debate for the committee. Rep. Diane
Loeffler (DFL-Mpls) expressed concern that
distributing commission funds to regionally
controlled entities might create accountability
issues.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) answered
that in her experience, regional grants work
well because they “put smaller decisions
where they belong” and end up being cost-
effective.
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HEALTH
*

Covering drug costs
A new law will provide
for continuing coverage for
by Minnesotans who have had
the difficulty getting their
g(lvernor prescriptions because of

* X
problems with a new federal
prescription drug benefit.

A governor’s executive order in January
continued to cover the $4.57 million in
prescription drug costs, but now the state
seeks federal reimbursement. The law is
retroactive to Jan. 1.

“This is a continuation of our attempt to
protect the people who are eligible for Medical
Assistance and Medicare who, for one reason
or another — and we are only talking about
a few hundred people — come to get their
prescriptions and discover that the eligibility
documentation is not there,” said Rep. Fran
Bradley (R-Rochester), who sponsored the law
with Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls). Gov.
Tim Pawlenty signed the law March 8.

In such cases, the pharmacist either covered
the costs or the prescription was not filled.

“The real heroes in this situation were the
pharmacists. Some of them just gave the drugs
without being reimbursed and causing them
huge cash flow problems,” said Rep. Thomas
Huntley (DFL-Duluth).

“In January when this Medicare Part D
kicked in and we discovered these kind of
issues in Minnesota and other places, the

Signed

governor issued an executive order that made
us the payer of last resort and then empowered
us to seek federal reimbursement when that
was made available, and that did happen, but
that was limited,” Bradley said. “Then we
had the Legislative Advisory Commission get
together, and we allocated up to $4 million
to extend it to as late as March 8 and again
empower the state to get reimbursements
from the federal government if that (money)
were made available.”

That money was made available and that
section is no longer necessary, but remains
in the bill because the Senate felt it would be
good to reaffirm that.

Bradley said “the real meat of this bill” is
to make up to $570,000 available so the state
can be the payer of last resort from March 9
until April 15.

“We need to protect our constituents
whether they are pharmacists or the people
that are receiving the prescriptions,” he said.

If the federal government does not allocate
the necessary funds, Rep. Ron Erhardt (R-
Edina) said the Legislature will have to revisit
this issue later in the session to continue the
funds.

HF3015/SF2653*/CH170

HUMAN SERVICES
*

Defining assisted living
The baby boomer generation, although
still going strong, will eventually slow down.

YEes, MAN

Darian Morrison, a sixth grader and student council president at Nett Lake School, had a short
answer of “Yes” when amember of the House Education Finance Committee asked if he felt the
Head Start program had helped him with his later learning in grade school.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
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And once they do, they may be looking
for different living arrangements — such as
assisted living.

Assisted living, which provides extra help in
day-to-day living but not necessarily 24-hour
skilled nursing care, is becoming increasingly
popular across the country. According to Iris
Freeman, a public policy consultant for the
Alzheimer’s Association, Minnesota had 150
assisted living facilities in 1996. Today there
are nearly 1,050.

The House Health Policy and Finance
Committee held an informational hearing
March 8 on HF3144, which would establish a
definition of assisted living in Minnesota, but
took no action. The bill, sponsored by Rep.
Fran Bradley (R-Rochester), would provide
a framework for assisted living that doesn’t
exist in Minnesota.

“There’s no uniform understanding of
assisted living,” said Freeman. “We’re taking
a very sound approach.”

Jon Lips, legal affairs director for Care
Providers of Minnesota, said the two goals
of the bill are to provide title protection
for providers and set clear expectations for
consumers. Individual providers wouldn’t
be forced to comply with the bill. Instead,
theyjust wouldn’t be labeled as assisted living
providers.

The bill would streamline such things as the
definition of assisted living, required health-
related services, response systems for residents,
supportive services and accountability. Lips
and Freeman added that a standard brochure
on assisted living available to the public would
also be helpful.

“How do we write and agree on standards
that are clear enough to make a difference to
consumers and yet elastic enough to allow
varied and unique and special approaches
to programming?” said Freeman, offering
the bill as a solution. “You can’t answer big
questions with small participation.”

A companion bill (SF2888), sponsored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the Senate Health and Family Security
Committee.

IMMIGRATION
*

Visitors’ driver’s licenses

To help the state do its part in moving
the country to greater security in a post-
Sept. 11 era, a bill changing into law current
state practices regarding driver’s licenses is
moving to the House floor.

“I sincerely believe this bill is one step we
can do as a state that will help move our state
and our nation toward a system that will
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strengthen our security,” Rep. Steve Smith
(R-Mound), sponsor of HF3014, told the
House Civil Law and Elections Committee
March 8. The bill has no Senate companion.

Provisions in the bill have been part of the
Department of Public Safety’s rules since 2002
when legislation was first proposed, but never
enacted. Smith is asking that it now be written
into law.

Smith said that the driver’s license has
become a “gateway document” to many of
society’s rights and privileges. Since 2002, a
status check has been placed at the bottom
of visiting non-citizens’ licenses indicating
the date for which they are legal to stay in the
United States.

He said the bill would also help authenticate
a person’s identity because it strengthens the
requirement for documents necessary to
receive a state driver’s license.

“First time applicants must present a
primary and secondary form of identification
to verify both identity and residency,” he said.
Primary forms of identification could include
a U.S. birth certificate and U.S. passport.

Pat McCormack, director of department’s
Driver and Vehicle Services Division, said
that since driver’s licenses are issued for four
years, they most likely do not correspond to
aperson’s visa expiration date. If the visa had
expired, the driver’s license would no longer
be valid.

Rep. Keith Ellison (DFL-Mpls) said that
trying to “authenticate identity is meritorious,
makes some sense.” He asked if it was
possible to have the status check embedded
in the license making it accessible to law
enforcement, but not to those who do not need
that information.

McCormack said it may be possible to put
it on the card’s magnetic strip, but not all law
enforcement officers have the tools to access it.

INSURANCE
*

Funds for fighting flames

If Rep. Steve Smith (R-Mound) has his way,
firefighters across the state will have more
funds to help put out fires.

The sponsor of HF2916, Smith said
Minnesota’s fire safety funds need more
money. For example, it costs $32,000 to outfit
a new firefighter with proper equipment and
$3,000 a year to train them, Smith said.

On March 8, the House Commerce and
Financial Institutions Committee approved
the bill, which would increase the surcharge
on home and commercial policyholders of
fire insurance. The extra revenue would
establish a fire safety account in the state

treasury. The money would also help fund
safety programming and fire services.

Mike Stockstead, the Minnesota Professional
Fire Fighters president, said the money is
needed. It’s expected that the current account
will accrue nearly $8 million for 2005. But the
new bill would bring in almost double that
amount.

Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia) believes
that fire departments need more money,
but he questioned the new rates. Rukavina
is concerned that homeowners and small
businesses would feel the bulk of the rate
increases. Rep. Diane Loeffler (DFL-Mpls)
said she wanted to know if the burden would
be the same for all current policyholders.
Stockstead said it would be similar.

The bill would also create a fire advisory
committee that would report to the Public
Safety Board. Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-
Columbia Heights) said she would like to see
regular consumers on the committee, which
is only comprised of fire experts.

“It’s the consumers who are paying,” said
Goodwin. “Iwould like to see somebody other
than industry specialists that have input in
this.”

The bill, which has no Senate companion,
awaits a hearing in the House Public Safety
Policy and Finance Committee.

N LOCAL GOVERNMENT

‘Piggybacking’ road projects

A bill could save townships money by
allowing them to “piggyback” onto county
road construction projects.

HF2677, sponsored by Rep. Sondra Erickson
(R-Princeton), was approved March 2 by
the House Local Government Committee
and referred to the House Transportation
Committee. Its Senate companion, SF2602,
sponsored by Sen. Claire Robling (R-Jordan),
awaits action in the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

The bill would allow townships to contract
for road construction without competitive
bidding in certain circumstances. For example,
when a county builds a road through or near
a township in need of road construction or
maintenance, that township could “piggyback”
onto the county’s project by agreeing to the
vendor’s same terms and conditions.

Currently, townships are forbidden by law
to contract with vendors without first setting
up a joint powers agreement or carrying out
a competitive bid process. The bill would
allow townships to save the costs associated
with seeking out and hiring a vendor of their
own.
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“Most of these rural areas, youre lucky if
you can get one contractor to put out a bid
anyhow,” said Kent Sulem, attorney with the
Minnesota Association of Townships. “This
just really does help save taxpayer dollars.”

METRO AFFAIRS
*

Increasing MAC oversight

A bill to increase legislative oversight of the
Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) was
approved by a House committee March 8.

HF2553, sponsored by Rep. Paul Thissen
(DFL-Mpls), was approved by the House
Local Government Committee and referred
to the House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Committee. It has no Senate
companion.

The bill would extend the oversight
responsibilities of the Legislative Commission
on Metropolitan Government, which currently
oversees the Metropolitan Council, to include
the MAC as well.

Thissen said the commission should oversee
the MAC for the same reasons it oversees the
council: to have a state entity formally charged
with making sure the MAC’s policy decisions
are consistent with those of the Legislature.

“It’'s notapproval; it’s not a veto power. It’s just
having someone say, “This is our job,” Thissen
said. He cited a 2003 report from the Office
of the Legislative Auditor that recommended
increased oversight of the MAC.

MAC Executive Director Jeffrey Hamiel
said the bill is unnecessary because the MAC
already reports directly to nine separate
government bodies, including four House
committees.

“We have a lot of oversight, we have a lot
of governance, a great deal of scrutiny, we
have numerous reports annually,” Hamiel
said. “And what this will do is add to that list
of reports and accountability and testimony
— which we’re not opposed to, in spirit.
But we find the workload of reporting to 10
agencies every year multiple times as being
increasingly challenging.”

Hamiel also noted that the MAC does not
receive state funding.

Thissen countered that the four House
committees to which the MAC reports look
only at specific issues related to the airport
and do not look at the broader context of the
MAC’s overall policies. He said legislative
discussion of airport-related issues is often
confined to “narrow slices.”

Rep. Mike Charron (R-Woodbury) said he
did not support the bill because the MAC is a
well-run organization and it already reports
to the Legislature.
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RECREATION
*

House Agriculture, Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Committee would partially

Reduced park fees

State Parks Director Courtland Nelson says
he is convinced reducing admission fees will
get more people to visit the state’s parks and
perhaps become lifelong park users.

New fees are part of what he described as
“avery aggressive marketing campaign” to get
more people to visit the state’s parks.

HF3012, sponsored by Rep. Dennis Ozment
(R-Rosemount), includes a $2 reduction
in the price of one-day vehicle permits for
individuals and groups.

“We believe that we have a good opportunity
to get a hold of new customers, to contact
new user groups, and that we will use this
as one of those incentives,” Nelson told the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee March 2.

“We had an expectation when the fee was
raised in 2003 that our annual permit sales
would rise,” Nelson said. Instead, annual
permit sales have remained the same.

Another component of the bill, the
institution of a $20 annual motorcycle pass
—$5 less than a regular vehicle pass — “is to
target a specific group of users our research
shows is underutilizing the state park system,”
Nelson said. Minnesota is home to more than
160,000 over-the-road motorcyclists who
might consider the state’s parks a recreational
option “if we approach them in a positive
way,” he said.

The parks commissioner is working with
members of this group to find a way to display
the permit on something other than the bike
itself.

“When you have spent $20,000 or more on
a motorcycle, you don’t want to take a piece
of anything and stick it on your bike,” Nelson
said.

The bill also drops the requirement
that campers purchase a second vehicle
permit when they tow a vehicle behind
their recreational vehicle, and it grants free
admission to the Soudan Underground Mine
State Park in St. Louis County, since the park
basically consists only of the mine, which
charges a tour fee.

Approved by the committee, the bill, which
has no Senate companion, now moves to the
House Agriculture, Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Committee.

TECHNOLOGY
*

Funding waste recovery technologies
Waste used to be waste; now, it is a resource,
and two bills considered March 2 by the

fund the recovery of varying amounts of that
resource.

Sponsored by Rep. Dean Simpson (R-New
York Mills), HF2590 requests $3 million to
build an incinerator in Perham. The new
construction would expand the city’s current
capacity to burn municipal solid waste — the
garbage collected by communities from its
residents and businesses — and produce
steam that is then sold to local industries.

Bob Louiseau, Perham city manager, said
the city’s current facility, in operation since
2002, already collects and burns refuse from
four counties. With the expansion, additional
refuse could be burned, including all of what
had been incinerated at Fergus Falls until that
city’s facility shutdown Feb. 28. Collected
from seven counties, a small amount of that
refuse has already been contracted to the
current incinerator in Perham as well as to
an incinerator in Alexandria. The remaining
is being transferred to landfills in Gwinner,
N.D., and Elk River.

Termed an innovative project — the first
of its kind to be built in the United States,
according to Steve Nyhus, attorney for
Koochiching County — HF2789, sponsored
by Rep. Irv Anderson (DFL-Int’] Falls),
requests $10 million as partial funding for a
$30 million plasma torch gasification facility
to be constructed in International Falls and
owned by Koochiching County.

Nyhus said the Renewable Energy Clean Air
Project (RECAP) would produce synthetic
gas, steam, electricity and vitrified slag, a non-
leachable product that can be used to make
insulation. The projectis requesting matching
funds from federal, state and local sources.

The facility would be fed with municipal
solid waste from at least eight counties in
northeast Minnesota and produce no waste
of its own.

Both bills are slated to receive additional
consideration as part of the committee’s
bonding recommendations.

Two companion bills, SF2354, sponsored by
Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls), and SF2391,
sponsored by Sen. Tom Saxhaug (DFL-Grand
Rapids), await action by the Senate Finance
Committee.

N TRANSPORTATION

Craning around changes
A Department of Transportation
housekeeping bill with simple intentions
became controversial over exemptions
for department crane operators that were
included and eventually removed March 8 by
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the House Transportation Committee.
HF3203, sponsored by Rep. Connie Ruth

(R-Owatonna), would include:

* maintaining a screening board set to expire
June 30, 2006, to advise the transporta-
tion commissioner on county state-aid
projects,

+ establishing a minimum age of 18 for drivers
of motor vehicles with a gross weight of
10,000 pounds or less, and not transport-
ing hazardous material other than those
that protect the health and safety of the
operator or passengers, support the opera-
tions or maintenance of the motor vehicle,
or that support the principle business other
than transportation of a private motor
carrier; and

« removing the requirement that aeronautics
rules be mailed to all airports and air
schools.

The requirement is expected to save the
state about $20,000 a year by just posting the
information on the department’s Web site,
Ruth said.

A more controversial potential change
would have allowed department employees to
be exempt from certification requirements of
crane operators. Beginning in June 2007 those
include 1,000 hours of crane operation every
five years on cranes with a lifting capacity of
5 tons or more.

State employees infrequently use larger
cranes, said Erik Rudeen, project specialist
in the department’s Government Affairs
division. Nor do employees generally log
enough hours to meet the certification, he
added.

Representing certified crane operators,
Robert Leighton said the change equals the
state saying, “Do as I do, not as I say.” Crane
accidents lead to deaths and serious injuries
and the exemption shouldn’t be taken lightly,
he said.

A committee voice vote removed the section
with the expectation that Ruth and others
would work a more amenable approach.

Approved by the committee, the bill
now moves to the House Governmental

Operations and Veterans Affairs Committee.
It has no Senate companion.

Reporting transparency or duplication
The state spends millions of dollars a year
on transportation and Rep. Steve Simon
(DFL-St. Louis Park) would like a better
understanding on how the money is spent.
Sponsored by Simon, HF2380 would
require the transportation commissioner to
issue a report by Jan. 15 of each year detailing
major highway projects costing at least $5
million slotted for the next 15 years, and those
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equaling 100 percent of the total construction
budget of a district in the year in which the
report is made or any of the previous five
years.

The bill was tabled March 8 by the House
Transportation Committee until changes
could be made by Simon and Department
of Transportation representatives. A Senate
companion, SF2874, sponsored by Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope), awaits action by the
Senate Transportation Committee.

For each major project the bill would
require:

Rep. Mary Liz Holberg (R-Lakeville)
said she’s “much more interested in paying
for asphalt and cement,” than the costs of
duplicating information the department
already has or distributes.

Simon said the information is scattered,
making it very difficult for the public to obtain
the information.

Betsy Parker, director of the department’s
Government Affairs Division, said that
although many of the bill’s requirements
are now available in various areas, the bill
would require extracting material from a

LATE AcTION
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Merrilee Carlson, whose son, Sgt. Michael
Carlson was killed in Iraq in 2005, testified
before the House Public Safety Policy and
Finance Committee March 3 in support of a
bill that would regulate protests at funerals.
Shewas alsointhe House Gallery March 9 as
the bill was approved 133-0 by the House.
Sponsored by Rep. Steve Smith (R-Mound),
HF2985 now goes to the Senate where Sen.
Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) is the sponsor.

diverse information database and collecting
information from current publications such as
the State Transportation Improvement Plan.

VETERANS
*

Veterans projects

More than $42 million in bonding requests
from the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board
will be considered by a House committee for
inclusion in its bonding recommendations.

Sponsored by Rep. Bud Nornes (R-Fergus
Falls), HF3103 seeks $35.09 million for five
projects. HF2825, sponsored by Rep. Denny
McNamara (R-Hastings), seeks $6.95 million
to construct 30 efficiency apartments for
single adults at the Hastings Veterans Home.
Neither has a Senate companion.

McNamara told the House Health Policy
and Finance Committee March 3 that the
facility would provide for a better transition
area for veterans leaving the home.

The largest portion of the Nornes bill is
$20.1 million to construct a 45-unit assisted
living facility and renovate another building
for relocation of the domiciliary program at
the Minneapolis Veterans Home.

“It would help provide services to older
veterans and younger ones who leave military
hospitals,” said Steve Musser, executive director
of the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board.

Nearly $7.7 million is requested to construct
a21-bed special care unit at the veterans home
in Fergus Falls. He said the unit would cater to
veterans who suffer from Alzheimer’s disease
and dementia.

Other requests include $4.85 million for the
Silver Bay facility to renovate some space and
construct an addition; $2.26 million to equip
a building at the Minneapolis home for an
adult day care program; and $175,000 to pre-
design phase II of the master plan for skilled
nursing care at the Minneapolis home.

Gov. Tim Pawlenty has recommended
$15 million in veterans bonding: $6 million
for asset preservation; $5.3 million for a
dining/kitchen renovation and capacity
addition at the Minneapolis home; a $2.5
million emergency power upgrade at the
Minneapolis campus; and $600,000 each for
the Fergus Falls special care unit and to cover
the remaining cost of a nursing care addition
at the Luverne facility.

To find out who represents
you at the Capitol ...
Call House Public Information
Services at (651) 296-2146
or 1-800-657-3550
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State of innovation

Pawlenty emphasizes Minnesota’s role as an innovator

By Bao OnG
ov. Tim Pawlenty touted Minnesota as strong and
prosperous as the 2006 legislative session begins
on the heels of what he called the biggest financial
turnaround in state history. But, in his State of the State
address March 9, he also said focusing on innovation would

be key to the state’s future success.

When Pawlenty gave his first State of
the State address in 2003, the state had
a $4.5 billion deficit. Today there is a
nearly $1 billion surplus. However, he
said there is more to do.

Minnesota’s performance pay for
teachers and a program for seniors
to buy affordable prescription drugs
from Canada are just some of the
innovations contributing to the state’s
triumph, Pawlenty said. “My goal as
governor is to make Minnesota the best
state in which to live, work and raise a
family. But we can’t succeed unless we
prosper economically.”

Pawlenty said technological
innovation would lead the way to more
economic success.

“Technology, today, gives almost
everybody access to almost everything,
everywhere, at any time. It gives people
previously unimaginable freedom
and choice. Government must do the
same.”

He offered Benson, Minn., as a
model.

In the town of 3,300, the Chippewa
Valley Ethanol Company produces
45 million gallons of ethanol. The
governor signed an executive order
earlier in the day requiring state Gov. Tim Pawlenty cited Benson, Minn., as a model of innovation
employees to use ethanol while driVing during his State of the State address.
state vehicles.

Benson also started burning corn stalks and
husks as biomass energy to replace natural gas
and is building an energy plant that creates

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

electricity from turkey droppings. “With
over 46 million turkeys, Minnesota has a lot
of droppings,” Pawlenty joked.

Although Pawlenty said technology was
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International
programs for the first time.

+ Health care- The working poor don’t tend to
carry health insurance. Insurance compa-

vital to freedom, he said, “Freedom

isn’t free.” Pawlenty called for a show of

appreciation to fallen troops, including

Sen. Becky Lourey’s (DFL-Kerrick) son,

Matthew, who died when his helicopter

crashed in Iraq last May.

Supporting American troops is an
issue both parties rallied around as
members and guests on the House floor
stood up. Next week Pawlenty will help
send off to Iraq 2,600 Minnesotans
stationed in Camp Shelby, Miss. The
troops were reportedly watching the
governor’s speech over the Internet.
Pawlenty also wants to pass an income
tax exemption for military retirement
and fund other assistance programs for
military members and veterans.

Pawlenty said his priorities center
around four issues this session. They
are:

+ Education- Pawlenty urged legislators
to pass his early childhood education
funding increase and to require that
at least 70 percent of school funding
be spentin classrooms. More resourc-
es would be placed on emphasizing
academic rigor, especially for math
and science. Pawlenty also asked for
$7 million in financial incentives for
at least 10 school districts to imple-
ment Advanced Placement and

Baccalaureate
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Gov. Tim Pawlenty, center, talks with Rep. Barb Goodwin as he enters the House Chamber March 9 to present his State of the State address to a joint

session of the Legislature.

nies and health maintenance organizations
(HMOs) should better market affordable
plans, Pawlenty said. He added there should
be a focus on chronic conditions like child-
hood obesity and diabetes, which would not
only save lives, but reduce costs for health
insurance carriers. Pawlenty also proposed
a $12 million program to help small health
care providers make the switch to electronic
medical records. “We need to help health
care administration enter the 21st century,”
Pawlenty said. Preparing for a possible bird
flu pandemic was also on his list.

+ Natural resources- Besides recent reform
efforts to the governance of the great
outdoors and Environmental Trust Fund,
Pawlenty asked for funding of along-term,
statewide strategic plan for conservation.
Additionally, he wants a constitutional
amendment dedicating funds for conser-
vation and clean water. Pawlenty also has
aproposal to reduce mercury emissions in
the air and water — a threat to younger
children — by 90 percent. Pawlenty said
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Minnesota should have a goal that 25 per-
cent of all types of energy used will come
from renewable sources by 2025.

+ Jobs- The best way to generate revenue is
to keep job providers growing, Pawlenty
said. He suggested imposing a property
tax cap and readjusting the corporate tax
“so we don’t punish job creation and plant
expansion in Minnesota.”

The last legislative session saw a special
sessionand partial state government shutdown.
Pawlenty’s remedy: pass a performance pay
bill for politicians. If legislators don’t finish
their work on time, they receive no pay during
a special session and possibly later.

Referring to those paying higher college
tuition and property taxes, during a press
conference following the governor’s speech,
Senate Majority Leader Dean Johnson (DFL-
Willmar) said Pawlenty was picking “winners
and losers in the state.”

House Minority Leader Matt Entenza
(DFL-St. Paul) said Pawlenty “put forth a

paltrylaundry list.” He held up a $1 bill —as
Pawlenty did during his first State of the State
addressin 2003 when a Northfield woman sent
him a $1 bill to pay off the deficit — and said,
“The governor raised taxes by $1 billion.”

During his speech, Pawlenty also mentioned
letting citizens vote on a constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriage
and said he welcomes legal immigration
measures.

A reference to last session, Pawlenty said
legislators “shouldn’t be afraid of rational and
robust debates about these issues. This building
was built for such debates and the foundation
and the walls are strong.” But Entenza said
Pawlenty only wants to debate his issues.

Both Entenza and Johnson said they hope
the governor will bring both parties together
during the short session. Johnson added
Minnesota is a good state to live in but can
still improve.
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Frontier trails to multi-lane highways

Old days of sweat-equity now replaced with complicated funding formulas

By PATTY JANOVEC

rom the good ol’ days of horse-drawn wagons to today’s sport utility vehicles,
state roads are built with blood, sweat and money — lots of money.

The middle of the 19th century brought legislative and congressional
changes so that counties could use property tax dollars to fund roads that
were needed for military purposes. Those who could not pay property taxes

outright had the option of working on roads for $2 a day. But regardless, all males,
ages 21-50, were required to spend two days a year helping build local roads.

The 1890s brought pressure from
Minnesota’s dairy farmers who needed better
roads for their frequent trips to creameries,
markets and to carry supplies, according
to a 1953 highway study commission. And
by 1917, there were about 200,000 motor
vehicles in the state creating a demand for
better roads needing to be constructed more
quickly. The Legislature created the Office of
Commissioner of Highways, and two years
later approved a constitutional amendment
integrating a system of rural roads and an
improvement plan. This amendment created
Minnesota’s Trunk Highway System, now the
fifth largest in the nation.

Mapping out funding

Today, Minnesota has 135,490 miles of roads
— some under state responsibility and some
under local governments. Funding the cost
of construction is no longer so rudimentary.
In fact, it is very complicated — based on
formulas, use and need.

The federal government pays a large
share of the construction costs, especially
for roads designated as state highways and
those in the interstate highway system.
From 2005-2009, Minnesota can expect
about $2.5 billion from the feds through the
transportation act established Aug. 10, 2005,
known as Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity: A Legacy For Users.
The money is collected on a reimbursement
basis in addition to earmarked monies
totaling $465 million.

But to get the roads built, the state carries
a financial responsibility as well. Our state
roads are constructed with money collected
from motor fuel, motor vehicle sales and
vehicle license taxes, which are funneled into
the Highway Users Tax Distribution Fund.
In 2005, $13.2 billion was allocated from this
fund for state road construction.
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Workers grade Superior Boulevard in Hennepin County in 1921.

Dividing the money

The state’s highway funding dollars are
constitutionally divided, by percentage, into
four areas.

Three of the areas comprise 95 percent of the
fund: the Trunk Highway Fund, the County-
State Aid Highway Fund, and the Municipal
State-Aid Street Fund. Within those total
dollars, funding for
each is broken up as
follows:

*+ 62 percent of
Trunk Highway
funds are constitutionally set for trunk
highway purposes only. According to
the nonpartisan House Research depart-
ment, the money can be used for highway
construction, including contracts, ad-
ministration, engineering, research and
purchase of right-of-way; State Patrol law
enforcement;operations and maintenance

In the mid-1800s, all males in the state, ages
21-50, were required to spend two days a year hicles per county; 30
helping build local roads.

of buildings and storage sheds around the
state; and debt service, including repay-
ment of bonds and advances made by local
units of government.

* The 29 percent designated for County State-
Aid Highways is divided in several ways,
with 10 percent equally divided among
counties; 10 percent distributed ac-

cording to the total

registered motor ve-

percent distributed

based on total lane-
miles of state-aid highways per county; and
50 percent based on needs in order to bring
county roads up to state standards.

+ The remaining 9 percent is Municipal State-
Aid Street funds allocated to cities with
populations of more than 5,000 and the
grandfathered city of Chisholm. Money is
also distributed by formula, with 50 percent
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2006-2010 STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
$ MILLIONS

Area Transportation Partners

* Includes Federal Formula funds*

« Includes State Funds (TH) - Trunk Highway

+ Federal and Total Percentage Splits
Include $80 M Federal Statewide Bridge and Corridor Funds in
2009 and 2010

+ Does Not Include Standard Federal Statewide Takedown**

+ Does Not Include Federal Transit Administration funds

REGION 2

2006-2010
ATP Federal = 93.5
THState = 85.3
$178.8

REGION 1

2006-2010
ATP Federal =174.2
TH State  =135.1

$309.3

REGION 4 2006-2010
2006-2010 % Split Federal
ATP Federal = 94.9| REGION 3
THState = 98.2 Metro = 46.9%
$193.1 Greater MN = 53.1%
100.0%
2006-2010 |
#LPsFederal =169.7 % Split State
R el Metro = 44.0%
$322.7 Greater MN = 56.0%
100.0%
% Split Total
Metro = 45.8%
Greater MN = 54.2%
100.0%
REGION 8 i

2006-2010
ATP Federal = 95.0
THState = 83.0

$178.0

REGION 7

2006-2010
ATP Federal =105.8
TH State =103.0
$208.8

REGION 6

2006-2010
ATP Federal =195.7
THState =128.2

$323.9

* Does not include Metropolitan Planning, Recreational Trails, Safe Routes, Coordinated Borders or Earmarked Funds
** Standard Statewide Takedowns include State Planning & Research, Construction Engineering and $15 M District C Source: Office of Investment Management,
'ATP - Area Transpor tation Partrership Minnesota Department of Transportation

Map courtesy of the Minnesota Department of Transportation

Map displays how much, and where, money will go for road projects
through 2010

based on needs to meet state standardsand ~ Making it onto the project list

50 percent based on population. According So how does citizen input come into play?

to the nonpartisan House Research depart-  How do I get the road in front of my house

ment, the formula results in 69 percent of reexamined or added to the project list?

the money going to the seven-county Twin There are a number of ways to get involved,

Cities metropolitan area, which is approxi-  said Brad Larsen, federal relations manager

mately the same percentage of the area’s  with the department’s Office of Government

share of municipal state-aid street mileage  Affairs.

and vehicle miles traveled on the system. A visit to the city or county engineer’s office
* The other 5 percent of the Highway Users  to research the local road plansisa good place

Tax Distribution Fund goes to a Flexible to begin. Many times road plans have been

Fund. Currently, 30.5 percent is used for established years in advance. Also, talk to the

town roads, 16 percent for replacementand  local MnDOT district staff — there are eight

repair of town bridges and 53.5 percent in the state— to see if the road of concern can

for fixing county roads that might not move up higher on the priority list.

make it onto the Minnesota Department Each district determines which projects

of Transportation repair list. Determined  receive funding through alist of criteria. It also
by the Legislature, the percentages canonly ~ works with area transportation partnerships to
be changed every six years. determine the best division of state and federal

= P (o

Photographer Charles Lincoln Merryman, photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society

Street paving in Kerkhoven, Minn., in 1925.
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money. The partnerships are MnDOT’s attempt
to decentralize federal road funding decisions,
and membership includes representatives from
county, city and state levels.

Project pressure points

The department’s Metro District represents
eight counties and 156 cities.

Planning Director Pat Bursaw said political
pressure is “exerted here and there” on the
project selection process. But choosing
which roads to build still comes down to a
list of criteria, including preservation, safety
and congestion with major input from the
Metropolitan Council.

District 7 is based in Mankato.
Transportation District Engineer Jim Swanson
said his district’s criteria for funding a road
include the volume of traffic, the condition
and the overall safety of the road.

Proposed projects are determined and
information is publicly published. District
officials hold public information meetings
throughout the district about 12 times a year.
“It’s a very open process and people are always
glad about that,” Swanson said.

It can be hard speaking to residents,
Swanson said, because his district is frequently
short of dollars to address all the road needs.
Swanson tells residents that “We will continue
to seal the cracks,” and overlay the road, but
there just is not money to rebuild.

“Nothing’s easy when it comes to
transportation,” said Larsen. “The more
resident concerns you have to meet, the more
complex the process becomes because there
is always a funding issue.”

Looking to the future
Over the next 20 years, a $1 billion funding gap
per year for state highways is looming, based on
federal funding projections, Larsen said. Local
funding gaps are also nearing thatamount. With
the deficit, increased construction costs and a
continued population growth, Larsen said the
bottom line is that not everyone will be happy
because not all projects can be funded.
Swanson said unless voters approve the
Motor Vehicle Sales Tax constitutional
amendment on the 2006 ballot, there are “a
lot of things we won’t be doing.”
Theamendmentpassed by the 2005 Legislature
would allocate all the money to transportation
and the General Fund by 2012. Although
the governor vetoed the measure, putting a
constitutional amendment question to voters
does not require gubernatorial approval.
Currently, the money is divided among
several areas including the Highway User Tax
Distribution Fund, the Metropolitan Council
and MnDOT. eds
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Choosing to fill

House committee approves pharmacists’ right of refusal

By Bao OneG
he House has another balancing act on
T its hands — trying to find a solution to
the clash between patient demands and
pharmacists refusing to prescribe them cer-
tain drugs.

Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) believes he
has the right answer.

He is the sponsor of HF3032, approved
by the House Health Policy and Finance
Committee March 8. Under his proposal,
pharmacists are prohibited from denying
prescribed drugs or devices to patients except
in certain instances. The bill was sent to the
full House.

“This is a balancing of the liberty of
pharmacists versus the right and necessity
of the patient to get their legally prescribed
medication,” said Emmer. The proposal is a
compromise on his original bill, HF2597, and
has received more all-around support, Emmer
added.

Under the bill, pharmacists would not be
required to fill prescriptions if they have an
objection — ethical, moral or religious — to a
prescribed drug or device.

Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie Memorial
Hospital and Home pharmacist, disagrees with
requiring pharmacists to fill all prescription
requests. He said the number of people
pursuing pharmaceutical careers would
decline if they were made to feel like “second-
class citizens” who couldn’t hold onto their
values and beliefs.

“Can we at the same time think of legislating
that all Muslim and Jewish

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

Michael Barrett, a pharmacist with Long Prairie
Memorial Hospital and Home, testifies March
8 before the House Health Policy and Finance
Committee in support of a bill that would allow
pharmacists to refuse to dispense a drug or de-
vice on ethical, moral or religious grounds.

and Barrett disagreed on whether using
certain birth control methods, such as the
morning-after pill, would constitute an
abortion.

butchers must carry pork?”
said Barrett. “I don’t
think this is the place for
government to get into.”
Abortion, always a
contentious issue, came up
almost from the outset.

“It is the duty of pharmacists to

fill prescriptions.”
—Erin Matson, president of the
Minnesota National
Organization for Women

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba
(DFL-Long Prairie)
said under current law,
pharmacists can already
refuse prescriptions for
abortion issues. But
Barrett said the threshold

Rep. Barb Goodwin
(DFL-Columbia Heights) said the bill could
be futile for patients seeking birth control,
especially in cases of rape or incest. Goodwin
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of pregnancy is not clearly

defined in Minnesota.
Meanwhile, Rep. Cy Thao (DFL-St. Paul)
questioned whether there was even a need for

“It’s a balanced approach that
addresses the needs of the patient and
the needs of the pharmacist, personally

and professionally,”
— Todd Sorenson, president-elect of
the Minnesota Pharmacists Association

the bill. He said patients denied prescriptions
today already go to other pharmacies or
sources.

Todd Sorenson, president-elect of the
Minnesota Pharmacists Association, said
the bill would be a proactive step. “It’s a
balanced approach that addresses the needs of
the patient and the needs of the pharmacist,
personally and professionally,” said Sorenson.
“Thisissue, for the pharmacists association, is
not aboutabortion. It’s about balancing values
and balancing access.”

Others, like Erin Matson, believe the
doctor-patient relationship should determine
if a prescription is in order. “It is the duty
of pharmacists to fill prescriptions,” said
Matson, president of the Minnesota National
Organization for Women. “It is the duty of this
committee to rise above militant, unscientific
personal beliefs about birth control.”

Another clause would allow pharmacists to
deny patients prescriptionsifthe drugor device
was out of stock. But the pharmacist would
have to offer alternatives, such as locating
another pharmacy with the prescription in
stock. Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan) said this
could still be an issue for Catholic hospitals,
which may not want any part in aiding an
abortion.

Both Republicans and Democrats said the
words “timely” and “reasonable” used to
describe how pharmacists would help patients
if their prescriptions are denied — could be
troublesome.

Under the bill, pharmacists can also refuse
to provide prescriptions if they determine a
drug or device would cause medical problems
for a patient or if payment is not received.

A companion bill, SF2647, sponsored by
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (DFL-Rochester), awaits
action by the Senate Health and Family

Security Committee. 2,
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Preserving the past

Ford Building reflects avenue’s history as ‘car row’

By Lee ANN ScHuTZ
he Ford Building stands quiet along
TUniversity Avenue with little evidence
of the important role it once played in
providing jobs in St. Paul

It had only been 10 years after the Ford
Motor Company began producing cars
that plans were announced in 1913 for
assembly plants in Minneapolis and St. Paul.
Construction of these facilities cemented a
community partnership with the car company
that lasts even to today.

The Minneapolis building still stands at
419 N. Fifth Street. While it is larger in scale,
it is the St. Paul building that may hold more
historical significance, and its future is now
in the hands of state lawmakers.

One of 18 built across the United States
of the same design and the same detailing
by Ford, the St. Paul building is eligible for
placement on the National Register of Historic
Places.

“It has tremendous historic significance,”
said Brian McMahon, executive director of
University UNITED, a coalition of community
organizations and business people focusing on
redevelopment along University Avenue. He
is also a member of a working group making
recommendations to the state on the future
of the building.

He said the building meets all the criteria
necessary to help the revitalization of the area,
and it reflects the history of the avenue.

McMahon has

dealership. “It is a very important artifact of
the history of the corridor.”

Over the years, the building has served
several uses. The state took ownership in 1952,
housing some state agencies and boards there.
It was mothballed three years ago for safety

maintenance of the building. But to address
some deterioration of the exterior brickwork,
the department spent $79,000 for repairs last
year.

Jim Rhodes, the department’s legislative
director, outlined the details, which call for the
building to be evaluated in the context of state
government and neighborhood and regional
objectives, including historic preservation
and sustainable community goals. The
working group recommends the building be
remodeled for offices, possible leased space
for a coffee shop or restaurant, and a one-stop

shop for government
services.

If a proposal to
restore the State
Capitol receives the
necessary funding,
the Ford Building
could provide
temporary offices
for senators and staff

¥
b

who would need to
be relocated during
the work. It would
be a good location,
especially since it is
already connected to
the Capitol Complex
tunnel system,
Rhodes said.

e,

reasons, and the cost to repair the structure
left some encouraging demolition.

In 2005, the Legislature put a stop, at least
temporarily, to any talk of demolishing
the building, and

put in a labor of
love compiling the
building’s history
and collecting old
photos that tell its
story.

In an historical
overview to the Leg-
islature, McMahon

“There is something about the hardy life of
the farmers, most of them descendants of the
Vikings that led them to appreciate peculiarly

the clean-cut strength of the Ford.”
— 1913 Ford Company newsletter
reprinted in the Ford Building
Preservation and Use report.

charged a task force
withrecommending
future uses for the
building.

Instead of demo-
lition, the task force
recommends that
the building should
be maintained at its

writes of how this
building set the tone for University Avenue,
making it “car row,” where, in the days before
Interstate 94, every car manufacturer had a
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current status until
plans can be developed for its use.

The Department of Administration
pays about $25,000 a year for minimal

Photo courtesy of University UNITED
The Ford Building is one of 18 of similar design built by the Ford Motor
Company in the U.S. Because of its historical significance, it is eligible for
placement on the National Register of Historic Places.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn
(DFL-Mpls),amember

of the working group,
agrees.

“I strongly support the recommendation
out of my concern for historic preservation,
and the fact that we believe that a very good
use of the building will be as swing space to
house entities when their current space is
being renovated. There are Ford buildings
similar to this one all over the country and
not one has been torn down.”

The report acknowledges the financial
challenges to retaining older buildings, but
says they should be viewed as civic assets.

Costs to renovate the building are projected
to be $9.3 million.

The task force report is expected to be
heard by the House State Government Finance
Committee.

Session Weekly 17


http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=29B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=59B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=22
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=22

ILL INTRODUCTIONS

* *x k

Wednesday, March 8

HF3143-Lesch (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Large employer health cost payments
required.

HF3144-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Assisted living services requirements
established, procedures specified

and home care provider categories
modified.

HF3145-Vandeveer (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Licensed mortgage originators and
servicers required to know Minne-
sota lending laws and ethical lending
practices.

HF3146-Mahoney (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

St. Paul; bioscience corridor funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3147-Otremba (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Staples; highway overpass funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3148-Penas (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Kittson County; flood mitigation
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3149-Penas (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Hallock; economicdevelopmentgrant
provided and money appropriated.

HF3150-Penas (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
JOBZ zone eligibility provided for
qualified businesses.

HF3151-Klinzing (R)

Education Finance

Summit Academy OIC 100 hard hats
program funding providedand money
appropriated.

HF3152-Charron (R)

Local Government

Washington County tax-forfeitedland
sale authorized.

HF3153-Finstad (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Nursing facility quarterly resident
assessments required, case mix in-
dexes for nursing facility reimburse-
ment modified and rate adjustments
provided.
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HF3154-Blaine (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Morrison County; Highway 10 Soo
Line Recreational Trail park-and-ride
lot funding provided, bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3155-Blaine (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Morrison County; Soo Line Rec-
reational Trail at Bowlus trail’s
head warming house funding pro-
vided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3156-Blaine (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Little Falls Zoo improvements fund-
ingprovided, bondsissuedand money
appropriated.

HF3157-Blaine (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Royalton; wastewater treatment hold-
ing pond funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3158-Sykora (R)

Civil Law & Elections
Supervisedvisitationadvisory commit-
tee established, marriage dissolution
fees adjusted to fund parenting time
centers and money appropriated.

HF3159-Ellison (DFL)
Agriculture & Rural Development
Pesticide application notice required.

HF3160-Ellison (DFL)

Rules & Legislative Administration
Congress urged by resolution to
reauthorize the Voting Rights Act
of 1965.

HF3161-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Human services rate adjustments
clarified.

HF3162-Finstad (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Home and community-based waiv-
ered services program county fund-
ing new allocation methodology
delayed.

HF3163-Dorman (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Austin, Albert Lea, and Shell Rock
Watershed District flood mitigation
grants provided; bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3164-Beard (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Food and beverage public officials’
gift ban modified.

HF3165-0zment (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Minnesota Zoological Garden fund-
ingprovided, bondsissuedand money
appropriated.

HF3166-Davids (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Interstate Insurance Product
Regulation Compact enacted.

HF3167-Davids (R)

Taxes

Propertytax paymentrequired before
recordingdeeds or other conveyances
on certain types of property.

HF3168-Davids (R)

Regulated Industries

Soy-based transformer fluid tax
refund provided for electric utilities
and money appropriated.

HF3169-Seifert (R)

Local Government

Local government units prohibited
fromimposingfeesrelated tostudents
at postsecondary institutions.

HF3170-Seifert (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Fairness in Restitution for Victims
and Judgment Creditors Act adopted
allowing certain recoveries.

HF3171-Klinzing (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Parents authorized to obtain a
clean certified copy of a deceased
child’s birth record under certain
circumstances.

HF3172-Penas (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Affirmative-business enterprise
employment provided.

HF3173-Cox (R)

Transportation Finance

Motor vehicle sales tax revenues
reallocated.

HF3174-Seifert (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Recipients of state grants and appro-
priations required to disclose salaries
of certain employees.

HF3175-Liebling (DFL)

Education Finance

School districts authorized to include
energyefficiencyimprovement projects
in alternative facilities plans.

HF3176-Smith (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.
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HF3177-Olson (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Countyliability for reimbursement of
cost-of-care treatment reduced.

HF3178-Emmer (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Teacherscharged with felonies subject
to suspension without pay.

HF3179-Buesgens (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Generaleducationrevenue, education
excellence, special programs, nutri-
tion and accounting, self-sufficiency
and lifelong learning provided; and
money appropriated.

HF3180-Hortman (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Fluorescent and high intensity
discharge lamps proper disposal,
labeling and notices required.

HF3181-Peterson, N. (R)

Higher Education Finance
Normandale Community College
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3182-Jaros (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Cell phone use prohibited while
operating a motor vehicle.

HF3183-Hortman (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Fluorescentlamps containing mercu-
ry; disclosure required regarding dis-
posal of lamps containing mercury.

HF3184-Pelowski (DFL)

Taxes

Winona sales tax additional revenue
use authorized.

HF3185-Mahoney (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Bioprocess pipingand equipmentdata
classifiedasnonpublic,and bioprocess
piping included in the definition of
high pressure piping.

HF3186-Jaros (DFL)

Taxes

Duluth Heritage Sports Center con-
struction materialssalestaxexemption
provided.

HF3187-Peppin (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Per diem payments to legislators
prohibited during certain special
sessions.

HF3188-Jaros (DFL)

Local Government

Iron Range; new local government
system meeting requested.
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HF3189-DelLaForest (R)

Taxes

Capital equipment upfront sales tax
exemption provided.

HF3190-Dill (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
St. Louis County; tax-forfeited land
sale authorized and prior authorized
public sale terms modified.

HF3191-Thissen (DFL)

Local Government

Metropolitan Airports Commission
includedin the oversightresponsibili-
ties of the Legislative Commission on
Metropolitan Government.

HF3192-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Qualified teachers granted licensure
in additional subject areas.

HF3193-Entenza (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State employees compensated for time
they were not able to work due to the
2005 partial government shutdown.

HF3194-Westerberg (R)

Regulated Industries
Lawfulgamblingclarifying, conform-
ing and technical changes provided;
and expenditure restriction require-
ments modified.

HF3195-Hilstrom (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Sexual harassment claims statute of
limitations suspended while employer
investigations are pending.

HF3196-Wagenius (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative Water Commission
established.

HF3197-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Domestic fatality review team pilot
project in the fourth judicial district
extended.

HF3198-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Crime and drug abuse prevention
media campaign funding provided
and money appropriated.

HF3199-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Horse trail pass provided and money
appropriated.

HF3200-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Natural resources contract, grant,
licensing, invasive species, state trail
descriptions, water use surcharge

and water aeration safety provisions
modified.
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HF3201-Beard (R)

Transportation

Salvage certificate of title modified,
vehicle dismantle or destruction
notice required and definition of
“motorized foot scooter” modified.

HF3202-Westerberg (R)
Transportation

Stateland conveyed andstate highway
system routes removed.

HF3203-Ruth (R)

Transportation

County state-aid highway fund
screening board established, crane
operator certification requirements
clarified, hazardous material trans-
port minimum age provided and
postal rule distribution provision
repealed.

HF3204-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Runawayand Homeless Youth Actand
out-of-school youth program pilot
project established, report required
and money appropriated.

HF3205-Clark (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Registered predatory offender atten-
dance of chemical abuse treatment
groupsincludingmembersofthesame
gender as their victims prohibited.

HF3206-Soderstrom (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Mora; recreational trail design bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3207-Davnie (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Motor vehicle rental tax and fee
exemptions provided.

HF3208-Urdahl (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Daytrainingand habilitation provider
rate reimbursement increased.

HF3209-Loeffler (DFL)

Education Finance

Voluntary full-day kindergarten and
pre-kindergarten school readiness
services for certain 4-year-old stu-
dents authorized.

HF3210-Loeffler (DFL)

Education Finance

Extended time program eligibility for
4-year-old students provided.

HF3211-Erickson (R)

Regulated Industries

Horse racing breeders’ fund
apportionments modified.

HF3212-Vandeveer (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Licensedresidential programrequire-
ments modified.

HF3213-Vandeveer (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Expanded health care practices for
health care professionals authorized.

HF3214-Beard (R)

Transportation

Department of Transportation tow-
ing authority within metropolitan
district granted.

HF3215-Erickson (R)

Regulated Industries

Video lottery terminals established;
state lottery director duties and pow-
ers expanded; use of video lottery
revenues clarified; lawful gambling
taxes modified and conforming
changes provided.

HF3216-Olson (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Great River Woodland Trail bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3217-Hansen (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Paid organ donation leave for certain
public employees provided.

HF3218-Samuelson (R)
Health Policy & Finance
Tanning facilities regulated.

HF3219-McNamara (R)
Transportation

Gold Star Familylicense plates created
for family members of military per-
sonnelwhohavediedinactive military
service,and motor vehicleregistration
fee exemption provided.

HF3220-Larson (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Persian GulfWar, Operation Enduring
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom veteran health protected.

HF3221-Goodwin (DFL)
Transportation

Comparison of stateemployee perfor-
mance costwith privatization contract
cost required before entering into
privatization transportation contract,
privatization cost savings minimum
specified and report required.

HF3222-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Humanservices federal fundreplace-
ment money appropriated.

HF3223-Dorman (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Increased school district heating and
transportation fuel cost grant money
appropriated.

HF3224-Otremba (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Snowmobile state trail sticker
requirement for landowners exemp-
tion provided.

HF3225-Tingelstad (R)

Rules & Legislative Administration
Presidentand Congress memorialized
by resolution to rename the Roches-
ter Veterans Outpatient Clinic the
Corporal Chuck Lindberg Clinic.

HF3226-Charron (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Film production tax credit provided
and money appropriated.

HF3227-Kelliher (DFL)

Taxes

Household income definition in
relation to property tax refunds
modified.

HF3228-Kelliher (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Liquor advertisement withina school
zone prohibited.

HF3229-Otremba (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Nursing home payment rates
modified.

HF3230-Meslow (R)

Education Finance

School district technology funding
increased and money appropriated.

HF3231-Sykora (R)

Education Finance

Operating capital levy reduced and
operating capital equalizing factor
restored.

HF3232-Charron (R)

Education Finance

Cost factor and wage rate differ-
ence in school districts examination
required.

HF3233-Anderson, B. (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Wright County; regional park bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3234-Hortman (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Motor vehicle donation one-year lien
imposition by nonprofit charitable
organizations authorized.

HF3235-Peppin (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Vulnerable adult criminal neglect
penalties created.

HF3236-Hortman (DFL)

Education Finance
Reestablishingfundingforhazardous
transportation

HF3237-Peppin (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Independent School District No. 728,
Elk River, election to form two school
districts authorized.

Session Weekly 19



HF3238-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Telephone records unlawful conduct
crime established and criminal
penalties imposed.

HF3239-Simon (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Mediation forstatelegislatorsrequired
when majorbudgetbillshavenotbeen
enacted.

HF3240-Brod (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Liquefied petroleum gas actions
against certain sales and deliveries
limited.

HF3241-Erickson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Final passage of bill or conference
report on the day it is received by a
body prohibited and certain excep-
tions provided.

HF3242-Nelson, P. (R)

Regulated Industries

Hydrogen sale sales tax exemption
relating to internal combustion
engines or fuel cells provided.

HF3243-Wardlow (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Protections for persons ordered into
active military service provided.

HF3244-Tingelstad (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Trafficking data analysis and usage
by public safety commissioner re-
quired; policy establishment to assist
trafficking victims required; human
trafficking task force and trafficking
coordinator position created and
penalties enhanced.

HF3245-Haws (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

Teacher hire and dismissal require-
ments for school board members
clarified.

HF3246-Simon (DFL)
Public Safety Policy & Finance
Attorney general money appropriated.

HF3247-Howes (R)

Education Finance

Safe schools revenue minimum for
small school districts established.

HF3248-Wardlow (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State park admission fees for military
personnel on leave waived.

HF3249-Wardlow (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Lifetime state park entrance permits for
certain veterans of the global war on ter-
ror provided and money appropriated.
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HF3250-Wardlow (R)
Education Policy & Reform

Rigorous course of study definition
clarified.

HF3251-Hausman (DFL)
Transportation Finance
St. Paul Union Depot bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3252-Seifert (R)

Higher Education Finance
Postsecondary courses offered in
secondaryschoolsagreementrequire-
ments clarified.

HF3253-Hackbarth (R)

Regulated Industries

Bar bingo and pull-tab game require-
ments modified.

HF3254-Hackbarth (R)

Regulated Industries
Sports-themed tipboard game pilot
project authorized.

HF3255-Wilkin (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Minnesota Starvation and Dehydra-
tion of Persons with Disabilities
Prevention Act established.

HF3256-Davids (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Bioscience development in Greater
Minnesota bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3257-Mariani (DFL)

Education Finance
Pre-kindergarten program funding
restored in certain cases.

HF3258-Brod (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Reporting on notification required
before an abortion is performed on
a minor or certain other women re-
quired and civil penalties provided.

HF3259-Slawik (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child care assistance eligibility
requirements modified, sliding fee
child care schedule established,
reimbursement rates for child care
providers modified, provider rate
differential established and money
appropriated.

HF3260-Sertich (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

Health and physical education
requirements provided.

HF3261-Hilstrom (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Customer call records regulated, sale
of telecommunications customer
call information prohibited without
consent, duty to secure call informa-
tion prescribed and criminaland civil
penalties imposed.

HF3262-Erickson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Length of time a conference commit-
teereport must be on members’ desks
before it is voted upon increased.

HF3263-Kohls (R)

Local Government

Carver County recorder, auditor
and treasurer offices combined and
referendum provided.
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HF3264-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Controlled substances reporting
program established.

HF3265-Ellison (DFL)
Transportation
Citiesofthefirstclassauthorized toal-
lowadvertisingon trashandrecycling
receptacles placed in rights-of-way of
streets and highways.

HF3266-Hornstein (DFL)
Education Finance

Elementary and secondary class sizes
reduced through voluntaryincentive-
based funding program and money
appropriated.

HF3267-Atkins (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Inver Grove Heights; Heritage Vil-
lage Park development funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3268-Abrams (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Minnesota Biomedical Sciences
Research Facilities Authority and
project funding program established,
fund application process provided
for the University of Minnesota and
bonds issued.

HF3269-0Ozment (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Natural and cultural resource fund-
ing provided through dedicated sales
tax portion; arts and humanities
fund, heritage enhancement fund
and other funds and councils estab-
lished;and constitutionalamendment
proposed.

HF3270-Davids (R)

Higher Education Finance
University of Minnesota Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratorybuildingaddi-
tion funding provided, bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3271-Atkins (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Barbersandbarberingschoolsregula-
tion modified.

HF3272-Hoppe (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Metropolitan greenways program
and natural area protection funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3273-Davids (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Soy-based transformer fluid conver-
sion allowance program established
and money appropriated.

HF3274-Simpson (R)

Local Government

Commercial advertising regulation
limited.

HF3275-Brod (R)

Regulated Industries

New Prague Gold Club liquor license
authorized.

HF3276-Nelson, P. (R)
Transportation

Impounded vehicle contentsretrieval
regulation and notices provided.

HF3277-Nelson, P. (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Askov; wastewater treatment facility
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3278-Lanning (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Procedures modified for community
notification for out-of-state sex of-
fenders.

HF3279-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Psychiatric consultation definition
modified to include psychologists.

HF3280-Demmer (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Schoolboardsauthorized to unilater-
ally contract for district services.

HF3281-Carlson (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Dependenthealth coverage timelimit
for students extended to compensate
fortimespentinactivemilitaryservice
in the reserves or National Guard.

HF3282-Davids (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Liens for storage charges on certain
motor vehicles regulated.

HF3283-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Qualified long-term care insurance
regulatory changes provided and
long-term care partnership program
requirements modified.

HF3284-Wardlow (R)

Local Government

Townsprohibited fromassessingcertain
fees in an annexation proceeding.
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HF3285-Holberg (R)

Local Government

Metropolitan Council review of
school district capital improvement
programs requirement repealed.

HF3286-Westerberg (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
All-terrain vehicle permits autho-
rized for use on public trails when
vehicle is used to transport disabled
passengers.

HF3287-Beard (R)

Transportation

State airports fund reimbursement
accelerated.

HF3288-Holberg (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Statewide Radio Board membership
expanded to include Metropolitan
Council chair or designee.

HF3289-Abeler (R)

Local Government

Ramsey; port authority powers
granted.

HF3290-Vandeveer (R)
Health Policy & Finance
Health impact fee repealed.

HF3291-Vandeveer (R)

State Government Finance
Minnesota Peace Officers Memorial
repairs provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3292-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Delinquent property tax interest rate
modified.

HF3293-Vandeveer (R)

Civil Law & Elections
Eminentdomain; definition of public
use provided.

HF3294-Greiling (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Mandatory retirement prohibited.

HF3295-Westerberg (R)

Education Finance

Hazardous pupil transportation levy
reestablished.

HF3296-Greiling (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 623,
Roseville, fund transfer authorized.

HF3297-Hortman (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

Public residential high school es-
tablished for science, math and
technology.

HF3298-Anderson, B. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Drug paraphernalia crime modified,
possession of certain itemsassociated
with controlled substances prohibited
and criminal penalties imposed.
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HF3299-Powell (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Secondary public safety answering
points added to 911 emergency com-
munication system.

HF3300-Peterson, N. (R)

Local Government

Municipal and county planning
and zoning provisions modified,
and interim ordinance standards
provided.

HF3301-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Family planning special projects
grants reduction repealed.

HF3302-Brod (R)

Local Government

Municipal and county planning and
zoning provisions modified.

HF3303-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Pharmacy and pharmacy-related
costs funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3304-Soderstrom (R)

Education Finance

Debt service equalization aid and
referendumequalizationaid program
factors increased and indexed.

HF3305-Magnus (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Minnesota River Basic Area II flood-
water retention systems funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3306-Soderstrom (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Equal protection provided for male
and female victims of domestic
abuse.

HF3307-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Teaching standards of effective prac-
tice expanded to include technology
and information literacy standards.

HF3308-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Immigration, human trafficking,
drivers’ license and identification,
and sanctuary cities regulation and
enforcement provided; and money
appropriated.

HF3309-Nelson, P. (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Chisago County tax-forfeited land
sale authorized.

HF3310-Cornish (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Advance deposits and payments au-
thorized for boat slip rental.

HF3311-Gazelka (R)

Taxes

Pequot Lakes; sales tax authorized to
pay city share of Trunk Highway 371
improvements and local bonds issued.

HF3312-Holberg (R)
Transportation

Commercial driver’s license revoca-
tion provision federal conformity
provided, and definitionsand driver’s
license content modified.

HF3313-Howes (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Wastewater infrastructure funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3314-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Temporary energy assistance grants
provided for nursing facilities.

HF3315-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Nursingfacilitiesauthorized toreceive
reimbursement for sprinkler system
projectsor compliance with Life Safety
Code Standards.

HF3316-Ellison (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Lead poisoning child screening
provided.

HF3317-Ellison (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Elevated blood lead level prevention
program established and money ap-
propriated.

HF3318-Nelson, P. (R)
Transportation Finance

Rush Line Corridor parkinglots fund-
ingprovided, bondsissuedand money
appropriated.

HF3319-Holberg (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Employee right to access personnel
records notification required.

HF3320-Paymar (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Ramsey County; safe harbor for sexu-
ally exploited youth pilot project es-
tablished and money appropriated.

HF3321-Erickson (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Mille Lacs band police powers
amended.

HF3322-Hoppe (R)

Regulated Industries

Municipal on-saleliquor salesrestric-
tions clarified.

HF3323-Cox (R)

Education Finance

General education basic formula
allowance increased and money ap-
propriated.

HF3324-Gazelka (R)

Taxes

Baxter, Brainerd and Nisswa sales tax
authorized,bondsissued and revenue
use specified.

HF3325-Erickson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

English designated as the official state
language.

HF3326-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Qualified teachers granted licensure
in additional subject areas.

HF3327-Gunther (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Criminal background checks autho-
rized for organizations providing
mentoring services.

HF3328-Haws (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

National Hockey Center renovation
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3329-Haws (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
County booking fee increase autho-
rized.

HF3330-Emmer (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Attorney general’spower of investiga-
tion modified.

HF3331-Bernardy (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Mounds View; previous capital
improvements appropriations modi-
fied to provide grants to Ramsey and
Anoka counties.

HF3332-Greiling (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

School performance report cards re-
quired to indicate the cut scores and
corresponding percentages of items
students must answer correctly at set
performance levels.

HF3333-Jaros (DFL)

Taxes
Duluthfoodandbeveragetaxincrease
authorized.

HF3334-Erickson (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Teacher preparation program report
card established for colleges and
universities.

HF3335-Nornes (R)

Ways and Means

Fergus Falls interfund loans retire-
ment funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3336-Lanning (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Alcohol without liquid devices
prohibited.
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2006 Minnesota House of Representatives Members

Phone Phone

District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296~ District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296~
48B Abeler, Jim (R) 509 1729 53A Krinkie, Philip (R) 365 2907
43B Abrams, Ron (R) 585 9934 9A Lanning, Morrie (R) 593 5515
19A Anderson, Bruce (R) 437 5063 63B Larson, Dan (DFL) 287 7158
3A Anderson, Irv (DFL) 321 4936 44B Latz, Ron (DFL) 225 7026
39B Atkins, Joe (DFL) 217 4192 40B Lenczewski, Ann (DFL) 237 4218
35A Beard, Michael (R) 577 8872 66A Lesch, John (DFL) 223 4224
51B Bernardy, Connie (DFL) 233 5510 30A Liebling, Tina (DFL) 393 0573
12B Blaine, Greg (R) 545 4247 1B Lieder, Bernie (DFL) 323 5091
29B Bradley, Fran (R) 563 9249 55A Lillie, Leon (DFL) 353 1188
25A Brod, Laura (R) 581 4229 59A Loeffler, Diane (DFL) 307 4219
35B Buesgens, Mark (R) 445 5185 22A Magnus, Doug (R) 515 5505
45B Carlson, Lyndon (DFL) 283 4255 67A Mahoney, Tim (DFL) 289 4277
56A Charron, Mike (R) 571 4244 65B Mariani, Carlos (DFL) 203 9714
61A Clark, Karen (DFL) 303 0294 9B Marquart, Paul (DFL) 345 6829
24B Cornish, Tony (R) 487 4240 57B McNamara, Denny (R) 431 3135
25B Cox, Ray (R) 413 7065 53B Meslow, Doug (R) 531 5363
37A Cybart, Lloyd (R) 539 5506 4A Moe, Frank (DFL) 369 5516
31B Davids, Gregory M. (R) 477 9278 58A Mullery, Joe (DFL) 367 4262
62A Davnie, Jim (DFL) 309 0173 6B Murphy, Mary (DFL) 343 2676
52B Dean, Matt (R) 417 3018 46A Nelson, Michael (DFL) 317 3751
49A DelaForest, Chris (R) 503 4231 17B Nelson, Peter (R) 433 5377
29A Demmer, Randy (R) 597 9236 18A Newman, Scott (R) 569 1534
28A Dempsey, Jerry (R) 575 8635 10A Nornes, Bud (R) 471 4946
6A Dill, David (DFL) 315 2190 16B Olson, Mark (R) 501 4237
47A Dittrich, Denise (DFL) 371 5513 11B Otremba, Mary Ellen (DFL) 247 3201
27A Dorman, Dan (R) 517 8216 37B Ozment, Dennis (R) 479 4306
23B Dorn, John (DFL) 201 3248 42B Paulsen, Erik (R) 459 7449
17A Eastlund, Rob (R) 449 5364 64B Paymar, Michael (DFL) 253 4199
2A Eken, Kent (DFL) 329 9918 31A Pelowski, Jr., Gene (DFL) 295 8637
58B Ellison, Keith (DFL) 229 8659 1A Penas, Maxine (R) 579 9635
19B Emmer, Tom (R) 523 4336 32A Peppin, Joyce (R) 411 7806
64A Entenza, Matt (DFL) 267 8799 20A Peterson, Aaron (DFL) 351 4228
41A Erhardt, Ron (R) 591 4363 41B Peterson, Neil W. (R) 527 7803
16A Erickson, Sondra (R) 473 6746 45A Peterson, Sandra (DFL) 213 4176
21B Finstad, Brad (R) 379 9303 27B Poppe, Jeanne (DFL) 231 4193
26B Fritz, Patti (DFL) 239 8237 40A Powell, Duke (R) 407 4212
36B Garofalo, Pat (R) 429 1069 5A Rukavina, Tom (DFL) 279 0170
12A Gazelka, Paul (R) 529 4333 26A Ruth, Connie (R) 565 5368
50A Goodwin, Barbara (DFL) 331 4331 42A Ruud, Maria (DFL) 311 3964
54A Greiling, Mindy (DFL) 259 5387 2B Sailer, Brita (DFL) 327 4265
24A Gunther, Bob (R) 559 3240 50B Samuelson, Char (R) 415 0141
48A Hackbarth, Tom (R) 409 2439 54B Scalze, Bev (DFL) 241 7153
22B Hamilton, Rod (R) 423 5373 21A Seifert, Marty (R) 381 5374
39A Hansen, Rick (DFL) 221 6828 5B Sertich, Anthony “Tony” (DFL) 273 0172
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) 245 3824 14A Severson, Dan (R) 553 7808
15B Haws, Larry (DFL) 277 6612 57A Sieben, Katie (DFL) 215 4342
13A Heidgerken, Bud (R) 507 4317 44A Simon, Steve (DFL) 313 9889
46B Hilstrom, Debra (DFL) 375 3709 10B Simpson, Dean (R) 525 4293
8A Hilty, Bill (DFL) 207 4308 55B Slawik, Nora (DFL) 357 7807
36A Holberg, Mary Liz (R) 443 6926 33A Smith, Steve (R) 543 9188
34B Hoppe, Joe (R) 537 5066 8B Soderstrom, Judy (R) 439 0518
60B Hornstein, Frank (DFL) 227 9281 3B Solberg, Loren (DFL) 349 2365
47B Hortman, Melissa (DFL) 377 4280 28B Sviggum, Steve (R) 463 2273
14B Hosch, Larry (DFL) 211 4373 33B Sykora, Barb (R) 485 4315
4B Howes, Larry (R) 451 2451 65A Thao, Cy (DFL) 359 5158
7A Huntley, Thomas (DFL) 335 2228 63A Thissen, Paul (DFL) 301 5375
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) 291 4246 49B Tingelstad, Kathy (R) 403 5369
43A Johnson, Jeff (R) 401 5511 18B Urdahl, Dean (R) 521 4344
23A Johnson, Ruth (DFL) 389 8634 52A Vandeveer, Ray (R) 583 4124
67B Johnson, Sheldon (DFL) 243 4201 62B Wagenius, Jean (DFL) 251 4200
13B Juhnke, Al (DFL) 281 6206 61B Walker, Neva (DFL) 209 7152
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) 255 4257 38B Wardlow, Lynn (R) 491 4128
60A Kelliher, Margaret Anderson (DFL) 261 0171 30B Welti, Andy (DFL) 387 4378
56B Klinzing, Karen (R) 567 1147 51A Westerberg, Andrew “Andy” (R) 549 4226
15A Knoblach, Jim (R) 453 6316 11A Westrom, Torrey (R) 533 4929
20B Koenen, Lyle (DFL) 337 4346 38A Wilkin, Tim (R) 551 3533
34A Kohls, Paul (R) 421 4282 32B Zellers, Kurt (R) 557 5502
*All rooms are in the State Office Building unless otherwise noted, St. Paul, MN 55155

mem. as of Jan. 24, 2006
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2006 Minnesota Senate Members

Phone Phone
District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296- District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296~
66 Anderson, Ellen (DFL) 120 Cap. 5537 57 Marko, Sharon (DFL) G-24 Cap 7-8060
52 Bachmann, Michele (R) 141 SOB 4351 54 Marty, John (DFL) 5645
6 Bakk, Thomas (DFL) 226 Cap. 8881 38 McGinn, Mike (R).
40 Belanger, William (R) 113 SOB 5975 39 Metzen, James (DFL) ...
61 Berglin, Linda (DFL) 309 Cap. 4261 41 Michel, Geoff (R)
51 Betzold, Don (DFL) 111 Cap. 2556 67 Moua, Mee (DFL)
43 Bonoff, Terri (DFL) 325 Cap. 4314 28 Murphy, Steve (DFL)...
50 Chaudhary, Satveer (DFL) 317 Cap. 4334 25 Neuville, Thomas (R)... .
15 Clark, Tarryl (DFL) 303 Cap. 6455 17 Nienow, Sean (R)........wmmmmmmccessssunsnnnne
64 Cohen, Richard (DFL) 121 Cap. 5931 33 Olson, Gen (R)
26 Day, Dick (R) 147 SOB 9457 34 Ortman, Julianne (R)..
60 Dibble, D. Scott (DFL) 111 Cap. 4191 65 Pappas, Sandra (DFL) .
18 Dille, Steve (R) 103 SOB 4131 36 Pariseau, Pat (R)
14 Fischbach, Michelle (R) G-15SOB 2084 59 Pogemiller, Lawrence (DFL).
47 Foley, Leo (DFL) G-24 Cap. 4154 63 Ranum, Jane (DFL). .
21 Frederickson, Dennis (R) 139 SOB 8138 53 Reiter, Mady (R) ... .132D SOB
37 Gerlach, Chris (R) 107 SOB 4120 45 Rest, Ann (DFL) 205 Cap. 2889
42 Hann, David (R) G-27 SOB 1749 35 Robling, Claire (R) c...creeseeresseresssneeressseesennns 143 SOB 4123
58 Higgins, Linda (DFL) 328 Cap. 9246 24 Rosen, Julie (R) G-23 SOB 5713
23 Hottinger, John (DFL) 317 Cap. 6153 4 Ruud, Carrie (R) 109 SOB 4913
13 Johnson, Dean (DFL) 208 Cap. 3826 1 Sams, Dallas (DFL).. .328 Cap...
49 Johnson, Debbie (R) 135S0OB 3219 3 Saxhaug, Tom (DFL) .124 Cap.
48 Jungbauer, Michael (R) G-25 SOB 3733 46 Scheid, Linda (DFL)
44 Kelley, Steve (DFL) 205 Cap. 7-8065 29 Senjem, David (R)
31 Kierlin, Bob (R) 127 SOB 5649 2 Skoe, Rod (DFL)...
30 Kiscaden, Sheila (DFL) 325 Cap. 4848 62 Skoglund, Wesley (DFL).
19 Koch, Amy T. (R) 115SOB 5981 7 Solon, Yvonne Prettner (DFL)..
12 Koering, Paul (R) 131 SOB 4875 27 Sparks, Dan (DFL)
20 Kubly, Gary (DFL) 306 Cap. 5094 1 Stumpf, LeRoy (DFL)
9 Langseth, Keith (DFL) 122 Cap. 3205 5 Tomassoni, David (DFL).
10 Larson, Cal (R) 153 SOB 5655 22 Vickerman, Jim (DFL)..
56 LeClair, Brian (R) 129 SOB 4166 16 Wergin, Betsy (R).....
32 Limmer, Warren (R) 121 SOB 2159 55 Wiger, Charles (DFL)
8 Lourey, Becky (DFL) G-24 Cap. 0293

1

A Rep. Maxine Penas-(R)
B Rep. Bernie Lieder-(DFL)
Sen. LeRoy A. Stumpf-(DFL)

*Capitol or State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155

Minnesota House and Senate Membership

15

A Rep. Jim Knoblach-(R)
B Rep. Larry Haws-(DFL)
Sen. Tarryl Clark-(DFL)

29

A Rep. Randy Demmer-(R)
B Rep. Fran Bradley-(R)
Sen. David H. Senjem-(R)

3

A Rep. Jeff Johnson-(R)
B Rep. Ron Abrams-(R)
Sen. Terri Bonoff-(DFL)

A Rep. Katie Sieben-(DFL)
B Rep. Denny McNamara-(R)
Sen. Sharon Marko-(DFL)

57

A Rep. Kent Eken-(DFL)
B Rep. Brita Sailer-(DFL)
Sen. Rod Skoe-(DFL)

16

A Rep. Sondra Erickson-(R)
B Rep. Mark Olson-(R)
Sen. Betsy L. Wergin-(R)

30

A Rep.Tina Liebling-(DFL)
B Rep. Andy Welti-(DFL)
Sen. Sheila M. Kiscaden-(IP)

44

A Rep. Steve Simon-(DFL)
B Rep. Ron Latz-(DFL)
Sen. Steve Kelley-(DFL)

A Rep. Joe Mullery-(DFL)
B Rep. Keith Ellison-(DFL)
Sen. Linda Higgins-(DFL)

58

A Rep. Irv Anderson-(DFL)
B Rep. Loren A. Solberg-(DFL)
Sen. Tom Saxhaug-(DFL)

17

A Rep. Rob Eastlund-(R)
B Rep. Peter Nelson-(R)
Sen. Sean R. Nienow-(R)

31

A Rep. Gene Pelowski Jr.-(DFL)
B Rep. Gregory M. Davids-(R)
Sen. Bob Kierlin-(R)

45

A Rep. Sandra Peterson-(DFL)
B Rep. Lyndon R. Carlson-(DFL)
Sen. Ann H. Rest-(DFL)

A Rep. Diane Loeffler-(DFL)
B Rep. Phyllis Kahn-(DFL)
Sen. Lawrence J. Pogemiller-(DFL)

59

4

A Rep. Frank Moe-(DFL)
B Rep. Larry Howes-(R)
Sen. Carrie L. Ruud-(R)

18

A Rep. Scott Newman-(R)
B Rep. Dean Urdahl-(R)
Sen. Steve Dille-(R)

32

A Rep. Joyce Peppin-(R)
B Rep. Kurt Zellers-(R)
Sen. Warren Limmer-(R)

46

A Rep. Michael Nelson-(DFL)
B Rep. Debra Hilstrom- (DFL)
Sen. Linda Scheid-(DFL)

A Rep. Margaret Anderson Kelliher-(DFL)
B Rep. Frank Hornstein-(DFL)
Sen. D. Scott Dibble-(DFL)

A Rep. Tom Rukavina-(DFL)

B Rep. Anthony “Tony” Sertich-(DFL)

Sen. David J. Tomassoni-(DFL)

19

A Rep. Bruce Anderson-(R)
B Rep.Tom Emmer-(R)
Sen. Amy T. Koch-(R)

33

A Rep. Steve Smith-(R)
B Rep. Barb Sykora-(R)
Sen. Gen Olson-(R)

47

A Rep. Denise Dittrich-(DFL)

B Rep. Melissa Hortman-(DFL) 61
Sen. Leo Foley-(DFL)

A Rep. Karen Clark-(DFL)
B Rep. Neva Walker-(DFL)
Sen. Linda Berglin-(DFL)

A Rep. David Dill-(DFL)
B Rep. Mary Murphy-(DFL)
Sen.Thomas M. Bakk-(DFL)

20

A Rep. Aaron Peterson-(DFL)
B Rep. Lyle Koenen-(DFL)
Sen. Gary Kubly-(DFL)

34

A Rep. Paul Kohls-(R)
B Rep. Joe Hoppe-(R)
Sen. Julianne E. Ortman-(R)

48

A Rep. Jim Davnie-(DFL)
B Rep. Jean Wagenius-(DFL)

A Rep.Tom Hackbarth-(R)
B Rep. Jim Abeler-(R) 62
(R) Sen. Wesley J. Skoglund-(DFL)

7

A Rep.Thomas Huntley-(DFL)
B Rep. Mike Jaros-(DFL)
Sen.Yvonne PrettnerSoIon DFL)

21

A Rep. Marty Seifert-(R)
B Rep. Brad Finstad-(R)
Sen. Dennis R. Frederickson-(R)

35

A Rep. Michael Beard-(R)
B Rep. Mark Buesgens-(R)
Sen. Claire A. Robling-(R)

49

A Rep. Chris DeLaForest-(R)
B Rep. Kathy Tingelstad-(R)
Sen. Debbie J. Johnson-(R)

A Rep. Paul Thissen-(DFL)
B Rep. Dan Larson-(DFL)
Sen. Jane B. Ranum-(DFL)

Sen. Michael J. Jungbauer-

A Rep. Bill Hilty-(DFL)
B Rep. Judy Soderstrom-(R)
Sen. Becky Lourey-(DFL)

22

A Rep. Doug Magnus-(R)
B Rep. Rod Hamilton-(R)
Sen. Jim Vickerman-(DFL)

36

A Rep. Mary Liz Holberg-(R)
B Rep. Pat Garofalo-(R)
Sen. Pat Pariseau-(R)

50

A Rep. Barbara Goodwin-(DFL)
B Rep. Char Samuelson-(R)
Sen. Satveer Chaudhary-(DFL)

A Rep. Matt Entenza-(DFL)
B Rep. Michael Paymar-(DFL)
Sen. Richard J. Cohen-(DFL)

64

A Rep. Morrie Lanning-(R)
B Rep. Paul Marquart-(DFL)
Sen. Keith Langseth-(DFL)

23

A Rep. Ruth Johnson-(DFL)
B Rep. John Dorn-(DFL)
Sen. John C. Hottinger-(DFL)

37

A Rep. Lloyd Cybart-(R)
B Rep. Dennis Ozment-(R)
Sen. Chris Gerlach-(R)

51

A Rep. AndrewAndy”Westerberg-(R)
B Rep. Connie Bernardy-(DFL)
Sen. Don Betzold-(DFL)

A Rep. Cy Thao-(DFL)
B Rep. Carlos Mariani-(DFL)
Sen. Sandra L. Pappas-(DFL)

65

10

A Rep. Bud Nornes-(R)
B Rep. Dean Simpson-(R)
Sen. Cal Larson-(R)

24

A Rep. Bob Gunther-(R)
B Rep. Tony Cornish-(R)
Sen. Julie Rosen-(R)

38

A Rep. Tim Wilkin-(R)
B Rep. Lynn Wardlow-(R)
Sen. Mike McGinn-(R)

52

A Rep. Ray Vandeveer-(R)
B Rep. Matt Dean-(R)
Sen. Michele Bachmann-(R)

A Rep. John Lesch-(DFL)
B Rep. Alice Hausman-(DFL)
Sen. Ellen R. Anderson-(DFL)

66

1

A Rep. Torrey Westrom-(R)

B Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba-(DFL)

Sen. Dallas C. Sams-(DFL)

25

A Rep. Laura Brod-(R)
B Rep. Raymond Cox-(R)
Sen.Thomas M. Neuville-(R)

39

A Rep. Rick Hansen-(DFL)
B Rep. Joseph Atkins-(DFL)
Sen. James P. Metzen-(DFL)

53

A Rep. Philip Krinkie-(R)
B Rep. Doug Meslow-(R)
Sen. Mady Reiter-(R)

A Rep.Tim Mahoney-(DFL)
B Rep. Sheldon Johnson-(DFL)
Sen. Mee Moua-(DFL)

67

12

A Rep. Paul Gazelka-(R)
B Rep. Greg Blaine-(R)
Sen. Paul E. Koering-(R)

26

A Rep. Connie Ruth-(R)
B Rep. Patti Fritz-(DFL)
Sen. Dick Day-(R)

40

A Rep. Duke Powell-(R)
B Rep. Ann Lenczewski-(DFL)
Sen. William V. Belanger Jr.-(R)

54

A Rep. Mindy Greiling-(DFL)
B Rep. Bev Scalze-(DFL)
Sen. John Marty-(DFL) This document can be made

available in alternative

13

A Rep. Bud Heidgerken-(R)
B Rep. Al Juhnke-(DFL)
Sen. Dean E. Johnson-(DFL)

27

A Rep. Dan Dorman-(R)
B Rep. Jeanne Poppe-(DFL)
Sen. Dan Sparks-(DFL)

41

A Rep. Ron Erhardt-(R)
B Rep. Neil W. Peterson-(R)
Sen. Geoff Michel-(R)

55

A Rep. Leon Lillie-(DFL)
B Rep. Nora Slawik-(DFL)
Sen. Charles (Chuck) W. Wiger-(DFL)

formats for people with disabilities by
calling the House at
(651) 296-2146 voice,

14

A Rep. Daniel Severson-(R)
B Rep. Larry Hosch-(DFL)
Sen. Michelle L. Fischbach-(R)

March 10, 2006

28

A Rep. Jerry Dempsey-(R)
B Rep. Steve Sviggum-(R)
Sen. Steve Murphy-(DFL)

42

A Rep. Maria Ruud-(DFL)
B Rep. Erik Paulsen-(R)
Sen. David Hann-(R)

56

(651) 296-9896 TTY or the Senate at
(651) 296-0504 voice
or (651) 296-0250 TTY

A Rep. Mike Charron-(R)
B Rep. Karen Klinzing-(R)
Sen. Brian LeClair-(R)
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Substance abuse treatment

Substance abuse treatment programs on July 1, 2005, licensed by the

Department of Human Services 280

On July 1, 2000 204
Admissions of Minnesota residents to state chemical dependency treatment

programs in 2004 41,519

Percent increase from 1995 29

State’s population increase, as percent, from 1995-2004 11
Minnesotans who entered at least one treatment program in 2004 ..........cccooereeeenne 33,383

Percent increase from 1995 28
Percent of 2004 treatment on an outpatient basis 529

Percentin 1995 47.5
Respective 2004 and 1995 percents admitted for alcohol treatment...........cccc.e... 50.5,64.9

Percents for methamphetamine 13.5,24

Percents for crack cocaine 7.3,10.2
Percent of all substance abuse treatment admissions in 2004 that were minors....... 11
Methamphetamine treatment grants appropriated by 2005 Legislature for

2006-07 biennium, in millions $1.5
Offenders sentenced in 2004 for felony-level drug offenses 4,038

Percent increase from 2001 56

Percent increase between 2001 and 2004 for methamphetamine offenses.............. 132

Percent increase from 1990 to 2004 of state prison inmates doing time for

drug offenses 689
Chemically dependent inmates that did not participate in prison-based

substance abuse treatment prior to their 2004 release 75
Percent of admissions to treatment programs in 2004 funded by clients or

private health insurance 45

Percent paid by the Consolidated Chemical Dependency Treatment Fund,

an income-based treatment fund 44

Percent paid by prepaid health care plans that contract with the
Department of Human Services to serve Medical Assistance,

General Assistance and MinnesotaCare enrollees 11
State appropriations, in millions, for Chemical Dependency Treatment Fund in 2006....563.2

In 2000 $37.2
Percent of persons who entered publicly funded treatment that completed

their program in 2004 61

Percent of inpatient/residential care clients completing a program..........mn. 67

Average length of days in treatment for inpatient/residential care clients................ 228

Sources: Substance Abuse Treatment, Office of the Legislative Auditor, February 2006; Sentencing
Practices, Controlled Substance Offenses: Offenders Sentenced in 2004, Minnesota Sentencing
Guidelines Commission, October 2005.

For MoORE INFORMATION

For general information, call:

House Public Information Services office
(651) 296-2146 or

1-800-657-3550

To have a copy of Session Weekly mailed to
you, subscribe online at: http://www.house.
mn/hinfo/subscribesw.asp or call

(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

Subribe to Session Daily e-mail alerts at
http://www.house.mn/list/join.asp?listname
=sessiondaily

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:

House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For an after hours recorded message giving
committee meeting times and agendas, call:
Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be found
on the Web at: http://www.house.mn

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages, call:
TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch television
coverage of House committees, floor
sessions and select press conferences.

This document can be made available in alternative
formats to individuals with disabilities by calling (651)
296-2146 voice, (651) 296-9896 TTY, or

(800) 657-3550 toll free voice and TTY.
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IRST READING

* *x *

By a cough and a sneeze

State cattle ranchers see their livelihood threatened

By IRenE VoTH

ast July, shortly after several of Roger

Skime’s cows tested positive for bovine

TB, his entire herd — 1,070 head of angus
and Tarentaise-cross beef cattle— was loaded
onto trucks and taken to a slaughter plant.
Since then, the Roseau County rancher has
learned a lot about bovine TB and the steps
necessary to eradicate it. And he’s not alone.

Four other Minnesota ranchers whose herds
tested positive for the disease have also lost
their herds.

“Bovine TB has been absolutely devastating”
to those ranchers and continues to threaten the
livelihood of cattle producers across the state,
Don Schiefelbein told the House Agriculture
and Rural Development Committee March 8.
Schiefelbein is Feeder Council chairman of the
Minnesota State Cattlemen’s Association.

The presence of bovine TB in Minnesota
has resulted in the United States Department
of Agriculture’s decision to downgrade the
state’s TB-status to “modified accredited
advanced.” The new status requires the state’s
cattle producers to comply with state and
federal TB-testing requirements if shipping
cattle interstate.

Kevin Varner, incident commander for the
Minnesota TB response organization, said the
new status has negatively affected the state’s
beef producers, especially when seeking to
market breeding stock.

“It’s even hard for these producers to sell
hay,” Varner said, explaining that people in
the cattle industry avoid anything associated
with bovine TB.

Closing in on the disease

Caused by the bacteria mycobacterium bovis,
bovine TB is a respiratory disease of cattle to
which deer are also susceptible. It is spread
among animals through coughing, sneezing
and possibly sharing contaminated feed, water
or mineral blocks. It can spread to humans
through the consumption of unpasteurized
milk from an infected dairy cow or the
consumption of undercooked beef or venison
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from infected animals, although the bacteria
is not present in the muscle tissue but in the
organs, including the lymph nodes. It is also
possible that hunters could come into contact
with the bacteria and become infected while
dressing out an infected deer.

“The Board of Animal Health and the

conducting hunter-harvest surveillance of
deer in the affected areas. But Schiefelbein
said more must be done.

The cattlemen’s association is calling
for mandatory testing of cattle as well as
the issuance of shooting permits so cattle
producers can eliminate any deer that might
come close enough to transfer bovine TB to
their herds. The association insists that these
measures be put in place within a 10-mile
radius of the five depopulated herds.

Currently, ranchers on infected sites and on
adjacent properties are permitted to shoot any
deer present, and ranchers within a 15-mile

Minnesota TB Response

MINNESOTA _ _
P

[ 10 mile area test zone

[ 5 mile buffer zone

Approximate area of coverage

Measures recommended by the Minnesota State Cattlemen’s Association would legally mandate
that cattle producers within the 10-mile area test zone of the five infected herds have their herds
tested for bovine TB. They would also allow cattle producers to eliminate deer that might come close

enough to transfer the disease to their herds.

Department of Natural Resources have
been absolutely wonderful to work with,”
Schiefelbein said. These departments and
the USDA’s Incident Command System have
been successful at “closing the web” of disease
transfer among herds by tracking the buying
and selling of animals from infected ranches,
testing all herds implicated and depopulating
those that returned positive test results, and

radius of the infected site are encouraged
have their entire herds tested for bovine TB.
Testing within a 10-mile radius is required
by the USDA for reinstatement of the TB-free
status, but ranchers are not required by law to
have their animals tested.

First Reading continued on page 4
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First Reading continued from page 3
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Mike Doncarlos, right, Department of Natural
Resources wildlife program manager, spoke on
a report on the state of bovine tuberculosis in
the state during a March 8 hearing of the House
Agriculture and Rural Development Commit-
tee. Others testifying were, from left, Dr. Bill
Hartmann, executive director of the Board of
Animal Health, Heidi Kassenborg, assistant
director of the Board of Animal Health, and Don
Schiefelbein, feeder council chairman with the
Minnesota State Cattlemen’s Association.

Tracking its spread

In his report to the committee, Dr.
Bill Hartmann, executive director of the
Minnesota Board of Animal Health, detailed
how the disease was tracked and also how
the infected herds were dealt with, beginning
in January 2005 with the slaughter plant in
Green Bay, Wis., where suspicious lesions
were discovered on the carcass of a cow. That
cow was traced back to the Skime ranch, and
the TB-response organization immediately
acted to find out where the disease may have
come from and where it may have already been
transferred to.

The five ranchers whose herds included
cattle that reacted positively to the TB test
received a negotiated price for each animal.
The infected animals were tested further at a
veterinary diagnostic lab in the Twin Cities,
after which their carcasses were destroyed.
The rest of the herds were slaughtered and
inspected for evidence of the disease so
that no questionable meat entered the food
market. Altogether, nearly 4,000 cattle were
terminated, and the five ranchers asked to
disinfect corrals, feeders and other farm
structures and equipment with which infected
animals could have had contact.

Mike Doncarlos, DNR wildlife program
manager, said that because the DNR hasarole
in re-establishing the state’s TB-Free status, it
also acted immediately upon being notified of
the bovine TB in Roseau County.

“We decided to immediately set up to do
hunter-harvest surveillance in the fall with a
pretty high statistical threshold. We wanted
to sample enough deer to have a pretty high
degree of confidence that we would detect TB
in deer if it was out there,” he said.
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Organ samples were taken at deer
registration stations within a 15-mile radius
of the four sites known to be infected prior to
opening weekend of the 2005 firearms season.
Of 475 deer tested, only one showed signs of
the disease, and that deer had been harvested
in the immediate area of the first depopulated
herd. Subsequent harvesting and testing
continue in that area, and in the 60 additional
deer taken thus far, only one more infected
animal has been discovered. Doncarlos added
that hunter-harvest surveillance will again
take place this fall within a 15-mile radius of
all five sites and will be repeated each fall until
the state’s TB-Free status is reinstated.

Varner said it is unlikely that the ongoing
deer sampling results will at any time point to
a “self-sustaining” disease among Minnesota’s
deer population — a situation that would
result in a five-year wait before the TB-Free
status could be reinstated.

“This is more a case of one or two deer being
in the wrong place at the wrong time,” he said,
adding that because Minnesota’s deer do not
congregate in large numbers and individual
deer generally spend their entire lives within
an area of only several miles’ radius, they are
not likely to either spread the disease among
themselves or transfer it from one cattle herd
to another.

According to the Board of Animal Health,
Minnesota has been working to eradicate
bovine TB since 1917. Prior to July 2005, there
had been no incidence of the disease among
Minnesota’s cattle since 1971. silas

Costly fight for Michigan

Unlike Minnesota, where the deer popula-
tion has not been found to have self-sustain-
ing bovine TB, Michigan has spent more than
$100 million battling the disease since 1996.

“Michigan has a unique strain — it’s a very
virulent strain that has evolved over time,” said
Bridget Patrick, Bovine TB Eradication Project
Coordinator for the Michigan Department of
Community Health. Minnesota’s strain, she
said, is known to be prevalent in Mexico.

Last fall the U.S. Department of Agriculture
reinstated Michigan’s TB-Free status in the
Upper Peninsula because there has been no
evidence of the disease in that area for five
years.

While the 2005 Michigan hunter-harvest
survey shows the disease prevalence in the
Northern Lower Peninsula to be 1.2 percent
— 0.5 percent lower than in 2004, four ad-
ditional cattle herds became infected in that
area during the last year.

Patrick said that along with the cost of fight-
ing bovine TB, the losses to Michigan's livestock
industry have been estimated at $156 million
over the past 10 years. In addition, travel and
tourismin the state suffers an estimated annual
loss of $25 million.

“It's an expensive disease,” Patrick said.

Mike Doncarlos, Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources wildlife program manager,
said factors that likely contributed to Michigan’s
situation include amuch larger deer population,
as well as widespread deer feeding and deer
“baiting” — the practice of luring deer with feed
in order to more easily harvest them.

Doncarlos said deer baitingisillegalin Minne-
sota, and deer feeding is being discouraged.

(I. Voth)

HisTORY LESSON

John Guthmann plays the fife and Jim Moffet the drum, as members of the First Minnesota Volun-
teer Infantry play outside the Capitol March 13 as part of History Matters Day at the Capitol.
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IGHLIGHTS

* kx k

Editor’s note: The following Highlights
are coverage of selected bills heard in
House committees and House floor action
March 9 - 16.

AGRICULTURE
*

Dairy tax credit

With nearly 100 dairy farmers present and
a cooler full of Grip’n Go milk available to all,
abill to grant a one-time income tax credit to
dairy farmers of up to $50,000 for expenses
incurred while expanding or improving their
dairy operations was passed March 15 by the
House Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee.

HF2879 now moves to the House Taxes
Committee.

“It is estimated that 2,200 farms, or about
40 percent of dairy farmers, will take advantage
of this opportunity the first year,” said Rep.
Dean Urdahl (R-Grove City), sponsor of the
credit plan.

The result of three years of bipartisan efforts
initiated by Gov. Tim Pawlenty, Urdahl said

the creditis necessary to stimulate Minnesota’s
dairy industry and will encourage the state’s
dairy farmers to compete with those of other
states. He also said the credit will benefit all
dairy farmers, regardless of the size of their
operations.

Among those testifying in support of
the bill were representatives of the Land
Stewardship Project, the Minnesota Milk
Producers Association, the Farmers Union, the
Minnesota Association of Cooperatives and
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.
No one spoke in opposition.

Its companion bill, SF2862, sponsored by
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples), awaits action
by the Senate Taxes Committee.

CONSUMERS
*

Health impact fee on alcohol

State alcohol taxes could rise about 10 cents
per drink to help offset billions of dollars in
alcohol-related costs to society.

The House Public Safety Policy and Finance
Committee tabled HF1014 March 9, which is
sponsored by Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls).
The companion bill (SF606) is sponsored by
Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville).

According to the nonpartisan House
Research Department, “The collected fees
are credited to a fund that defrays the costs
of legislative initiatives aimed at reducing
impaired driving offenses and preventing
crime, injury, and loss of life through
chemical dependency prevention, screening,
and treatment, through increased law
enforcement, prosecution, and incarceration

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Ken Goblirsch, adairy farmer who milks 37 cows near Sleepy Eye, testifies before the House Agriculture
and Rural Development Committee in support of a bill that would provide anincome and corporate
franchise tax credit for qualifying investment in dairy operations.
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Committees:
Where the action is — for now

As of Thursday, 3657 bills have been intro-
duced this biennium in the House. By the time
session ends, only a small percentage will have
received a hearing in committee.

But if a bill has any hope of becoming law,
it has to first be heard in a committee.

At the beginning of session, deadlines are
set for most of the committees to complete
their work on bills. The deadlines do not
apply to the House committees on Capital
Investment, Ways and Means, Taxes or Rules
and Legislative Administration; or the Senate
committees on Capital Investment, Finance,
Taxes and Rules and Administration.

By the first deadline (this year it is March
28), House committees must finish acting on
House bills and Senate committees must finish
action on Senate bills. There are a few excep-
tions, mostly relating to pensions and major
appropriation bills.

A second deadline follows. This year, it is
April 4. By then, committees must act on bills
that met the first deadline in the other body.
Committees must act favorably on omnibus
finance bills by the third deadline, April 11
this year.

But there are ways to get around the dead-
lines.

A committee can bring a bill forward after
the deadlines, but it must be referred to the
respective rules committee to determine its
fate. Another route would be for a bill to be
recalled from committee by a floor motion, or
it could be attached as an amendment to a bill
on a related subject.

This year’s shorter session has committees
meeting outside normally scheduled times
to try and push through as many bills as pos-
sible

The best way to keep up with the ever-
changing legislative agendas is to follow the
committee schedule on the House Web site.

The main House page (www.house.mn) of-
fers a drop down box titled “Schedules” that
directs users to House, Senate and television
schedules and the order of business for any
House floor session.

View the entire House schedule by clicking
on the “Upcoming Meetings” link or select an
individual date from the calendar on the House
main page.

Each committee maintains a schedule page
aswell. These links can be found at http:/www.
house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/commemlist.

asp.

— L. ScHutz

* Some Information taken from “Making Laws” published
by the Research Department of the Minnesota House of
Representatives.
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efforts, through new prostitution assessment
and treatment plans, and through increased
penalties on repeat misdemeanant crimes.”

Howard Epstein, a planner for Dakota
County Public Health, said that alcohol-
related accidents, including vehicular
accidents and drowning, cause suffering for
many Minnesota families.

“What we often don’t read a lot about is
the tremendous economic impact of these
incidents,” he said. “Families suffer economic
loss, insurance companies pay for alcohol-
related problems and all of us pay more in
local and state taxes to cover the growing cost
of alcohol-related problems.”

Epstein said the bill would generate
$224 million additional revenue annually,
allowing Minnesota to recoup some of the $4.5
billion Minnesotans lose annually to alcohol-
related incidents. He said current alcohol
taxes raise only $260 million annually.

Clark said many advocacy groups support
her bill, including the League of Minnesota
Cities, the Minnesota County Attorneys
Association and the Minnesota Medical
Association.

Rep. Mary Murphy (DFL-Hermantown)
asked Clark how the tax revenues would
be distributed to the governmental bodies
collecting them. Clark said she had not
devised a formula for that distribution, but
believed that every community would receive
some of the revenues collected.

Additionally, the money would help
fund a two-year pilot project to create the
Phillips Neighborhood Safe Zone in south
Minneapolis.

CRIME
*

Sex offender whereabouts

Sex offenders would be required to wear
electronic ankle bracelets as a means of
monitoring their location, under a bill tabled
March 15 by the House Public Safety Policy
and Finance Committee.

Under HF2600, sponsored by Rep. Jeff
Johnson (R-Plymouth), Level III sex offenders,
those deemed most likely to reoffend, or Level
II, moderately likely to reoffend, would be
required to wear a tracking and monitoring
device while on supervised or conditional
release from incarceration.

If an offender entered an exclusion zone,
such as near a school, the Department of
Corrections would be required to notify
local law enforcement and a probation
SUpervisor.

Corrections officials would have discretion
to have Level II offenders wear a passive
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monitor, which would provide a summary of
the offender’s travels at the end of the day.

The bill, which has no Senate companion,
also contains a penalty for attempting to
tamper with or remove the device.

Johnson expects the program to cost several
million dollars per year, but the price tag
should not deter committee members.

“Idon’t think there is any greater obligation
of government than to protect the citizens
— especially little kids,” he said. “If there is
going to be a place to spend money, this is
it.”

Still, Johnson said the bill could easily be
converted to a pilot program, if the state’s
limited finances demand it.

Committee Chair Rep. Steve Smith
(R-Mound) asked Johnson to prepare, by
the end of the month, language for the bill
referring to a pilot program.

Publicizing criminal data

A bill that would relax criminal law to give
offenders an easier time re-entering society
was tabled March 14 by the House Public
Safety Policy and Finance Committee.

Sponsored by Rep. Doug Meslow (R-White
Bear Lake), HF3345 includes provisions
that would increase the dollar threshold for
being charged with first- or third-degree
criminal damage to property; require courts
to defer prosecution for certain first-time
drug offenders; and allow some people with
revoked driver’s licenses to get them back
earlier by paying fines.

Tom Johnson, president of the Council on
Crime and Justice, supports the bill, especially
a provision that would make all arrest data
not leading to a conviction private after 180
days.

During the past 20 years, Johnson said,
employers and landlords have increasingly
relied on background checks, and this can
make renting or securing a job tough for an
offender, even if their case was dismissed.
Landlords have also discriminated against
people for innocent contact with the legal
system, he said.

However, Mark Anfinson, representing the
Minnesota Newspaper Association, argued
that such arrest data should remain public so
the press can report on how responsibly the
police are using their powers of arrest.

He said such a law would not help offenders
because landlords and employers will easily
find the data before the 180-day deadline.

Pete Cahill, a board member of the
Minnesota County Attorneys Association,
said his group sees the bill as containing some
good provisions, but others that are more
worrisome.

For example, Cahill said if the arrest data is
made private, it could mean real headaches for
police hoping to build a case with help from
other jurisdictions where a suspect may have
committed a crime.

“It’s not clear to me, if it’s private data, that
law enforcement agencies can even share it,”
he said.

A companion bill, SF3078, sponsored by
Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield), awaits
action in the Senate Crime Prevention and
Public Safety Committee.

EDUCATION
*

Bonding recommendations

The House Education Finance Committee
March 15 endorsed a list of $63 million in
capital investment priorities for Minnesota
schools.

The list now goes to the House Capital
Investment Committee.

The top two priorities are a combined
$8 million for the Minnesota state residential
academies for the deafand blind in Faribault.
The largest chunk, $5.6 million, would
be used to renovate a male dormitory,
with the remainder going toward building
maintenance.

Other priorities, in descending order, are:
+ $1 million for building maintenance at

the Perpich Center for Arts Education in

Golden Valley;

+ $4 million for library handicap accessibility;

+ $5 million for the MacPhail Center for Music
in Minneapolis;

+ $7 million for building construction at the

Nett Lake Indian reservation;

+ $26 million for renovation of the middle
school and high school in Red Lake; and

+ $12 million to expand the state Coopera-
tive Secondary Facilities Grant Program,
which funds capital projects for secondary
schools in consolidation.

The committee’s decision was partly an
attempt to help rural school districts that
have not qualified for as much state aid in
recent years because of shrinking school
populations, while farm property values have
risen sharply.

In addition to boosting funding for the
program, the committee recommends that
the state broaden its focus to include all K-12
schools, rather than just secondary schools;
and to include school districts with 300
students or more, rather than 1,200.

Rep. Doug Meslow (R-White Bear Lake)
said he was disappointed the committee could
not have provided three times the $12 million
in added funds.

March 17, 2006


http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=06B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF2600&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=43A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=43A
http://www.doc.state.mn.us
http://www.doc.state.mn.us
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=33A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=53B
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3345&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF3078&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=25&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1018
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1018
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=8
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=3
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=3
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/123A/441.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/123A/441.html
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=53B

“I'm concerned we are making a gesture
rather than a real attempt to address the
situation,” he said.

The Red Lake School District was not able
to complete critical renovations to its high
school and middle school with the $18 million
received from last year’s bonding law. Officials
say they need about $26 million to finish the
projects.

Alternative teaching licensure

Mid-career professionals in key fields could
become licensed teachers under a new fast-
track training program approved March 9
by the House Education Policy and Reform
Committee.

HF2680, sponsored by Rep. Sondra Erickson
(R-Princeton), now goes to the House floor. A
companion bill (SF2764), sponsored by Sen.
David Hann (R-Eden Prairie), awaits action
by the Senate Education Committee.

The bill would allow people to enter a
training program at a college or university
to get licensure in one of five fields with a
teacher shortage: science, mathematics, world
languages, English as a second language and
special education.

To be eligible, the applicant must, among
other things, have a college degree in the
proposed teaching area, pass a proficiency
exam in that subject and have work experience
in the teaching area.

The applicant would be hired by a district
on a provisional basis, and then enter a
program requiring 200 hours of instruction
on teaching, and on-the-job mentoring.

The applicant would receive a teaching
license upon completing the program.

Allen Hoffman, director of the Minnesota
Board of Teaching, which sets standards for
teacher licensure, said he supports the bill.

“We feel confident that the components of
this program would allow for the training of
a quality teacher,” he said.

However, Garnet Franklin, who monitors
licensing issues for Education Minnesota, the
state’s teacher’s union, said her organization
was “four-square against” the bill.

She worried that teacher quality could fall if
the state allows local districts to get involved
in deciding whether a teacher is fit to teach.

“We are puzzled by the need for a bill that
would create a specific route,” she said.

Special education placement
A bill that would allow districts to re-
evaluate student appropriateness for special
education, if they take “reasonable measures”
to obtain consent but the parent fails to
respond, was tabled March 14.
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HEF3179, sponsored by Rep. Mark Buesgens
(R-Jordan), was heard by the House
Education Policy and Reform Committee.

The change would comply with the federal
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act and serve students better,
according to Amy Roberts, an administrator
in the Department of Education who helps
districts comply with federal laws.

“If the district cannot override the parent’s
consent, that basically ties the district’s hands
with respect to new testing or re-evaluation
of that student,” she said. “Students are often
in a placement that is not appropriate for that
student.”

Dr. Karen Effrem disagreed.

A board member for EdWatch, a group
seeking to protect individual rights, she said
the new federal law does not require the
change in state law. She added that many
national groups oppose such an overriding
of parental consent, including African-
American organizations concerned about
schools’ over-identification of blacks needing
special education.

A companion bill, SF2994, sponsored by
Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins), awaits
action by the Senate Education Committee.

Contract negotiations

A House committee narrowly defeated
a bill March 9 that would have barred the
negotiation of teacher contracts during the
school year.

The House Education Policy and
Reform Committee voted 14-13 against
HF1273, sponsored by Rep. Randy Demmer
(R-Hayfield).

Currently, school boards and teacher
representatives, which negotiate two-year
contracts, must sign a collective bargaining
agreement by Jan. 15 ofan even-numbered year
or face a reduction in state aid payments.

Under the bill, state officials would withhold
aschool district’s general revenue aid increase
if negotiations continue into the even-
numbered school year. The district would be
eligible for the money only after reaching an
agreement.

Tom Deans, legal counsel for the Minnesota
School Boards Association, agreed that teacher
contract negotiations can be a distraction to the
educational process if they drag into the school
year. But, he said the bill would not work in
the real world, because an unsettled contract
often creates strife during the school year, even
if formal negotiations are not going on.

He suggested that the districts and teachers
should be forced into binding arbitration if the
contract is not settled by Sept. 1.

Jan Alswager, a lobbyist for the teacher’s

union Education Minnesota, said school
districts are negotiating contracts in a timely
fashion under current law. She noted that
only 2.9 percent of the state’s 341 districts
went beyond the Jan. 15 deadline in the last
negotiation period.

A companion bill (SF1290), sponsored by
Sen. David Hann (R-Eden Prairie), awaits
action by the Senate Education Committee.

ELECTIONS
*

Proof of citizenship to vote
If a bill sponsored by Rep. Tom Emmer
(R-Delano) makes it into law, you’ll need more
than your utility billand ID in hand when you
go to register to vote in a new precinct.
HF1443 would not only require potential
voters to prove that they live in a certain
precinct; they would also need to have
documentation showing they are citizens and
that they are actually who they say they are.
Passed 6-5 on a party-line vote by the House
Civil Law and Elections Committee March 15,
the measure now moves to the House floor.
Thebill would require that voter applications
be accompanied by proof of citizenship in
the form of a passport, birth certificate or

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

The Rev. Randolph Staten, president of the
Coalition of Black Churches, testifies March
15 before the House Civil Law and Elections
Committee against a bill that would require
voter registration proof of citizenship and voter
picture identification.
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naturalization document as well as a picture
ID.

Emmer called the new requirements a way
to keep the integrity of the voting booth and
prevent voter fraud.

“Theissue of voters rightsis nota Republican
issue. ... Itisanissue for all citizens of the state
of Minnesota and the United States.”

Others said this will only make it harder for
some people, including students and those in
nursing homes, to vote.

Current state law requires registrants
to produce verification of residency with
documentation such as a Minnesota driver’s
license, tribal ID, U.S. passport with utility
bill, or a student photo ID with utility bill.

The Rev. Randolph Staten, president of
the Coalition of Black Churches, said the
bill turns the clock back on the 1965 Voting
Rights Act, and labeled it “unconstitutional
and immoral.”

A companion bill, SF923, sponsored by
Sen. Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater), awaits
action by the Senate Elections Committee.

ENVIRONMENT
*

Funding clean water

Rep. Jim Knoblach (R-St. Cloud) presented
HF2896 as a way to fund the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency’s efforts to begin
meeting the state’s federal clean water
requirements.

It would require the agency to develop
and approve total maximum daily load
for the state’s impaired waters, and look at
nutrient impairments on a case by case basis.
According to the bill, theload is “a calculation
of the maximum amount of a pollutant that
may be introduced into a surface water and
still ensure that applicable water quality
standards for that water are achieved and
maintained.”

However, Lisa Thorvig, assistant
commissioner of water policy for the agency,
said the bill would “increase pollution of our
lakes, rivers and streams.”

The two debated the potential effects of the
bill March 14 before the House Environment
and Natural Resources Committee and
an audience of nearly 50 people wearing
matching blue T-shirts that read, “Protect our
waters.”

Their exchanges elicited this question
from Rep. Torrey Westrom (R-Elbow Lake):
“Miss Thorvig, 'm a little puzzled. Spending
more money will make the water worse; so if
that’s the case, we should probably cut some
more spending to make it better? Is that the
governor’s official position?”
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“If you want to protect water quality, the
state would be better off without this bill,”
Thorvig said, explaining that the agency’s
objections relate not to the funding, but to
the policies contained in the bill. She said
they would “roll back” existing environmental
regulations and requirements that restrict,
for example, the amount of phosphorus
wastewater treatment plants can discharge
into lakes and streams.

Dan Ness, mayor of Alexandria, was
among those testifying in favor of the bill.
He said the process by which the agency
currently develops total maximum daily
load has “caused a moratorium on economic
development.” He said the bill would end that
moratorium by allowing the agency to grant
permits for new or expanded wastewater
treatment plants prior to the development of
a total maximum daily load for the watershed
that would be receiving the wastewater
discharge.

Bob Zimmerman, city engineer for Moor-
head, said he also supported the bill because it
would identify bodies of water as impaired not
by a “strict numeric nutrient standard” and on
case-by-case basis, taking into consideration
the designated uses of the water.

The bill was referred without
recommendation to the House Governmental

While the list of items that would benefit
from the tax revenue originally included
funding arts, humanities, museums and
public broadcasting as well as wildlife habitat
preservation, parks, trails and clean water
efforts, Ozment suggested that the amounts
designated for arts, humanities, museums
and public broadcasting go instead toward
implementing the Clean Water Legacy Act.

Rep. Jean Wagenius (DFL-Mpls)
advised caution about removing the arts
and humanities items, “mainly because I
would want this to pass as a constitutional
amendment, and that guarantees that it
passes.”

Rep. Joe Hoppe (R-Chaska) said he, too,
wanted the bill to pass, and that not removing
the arts and humanities items “guarantees this
bill to fail.”

Despite a request by Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-
Willmar) that they pursue some way, such as
apoll, to find out which option might give the
bill its best chance for approval by Minnesota’s
voters, Ozment moved to remove the cultural
items. The committee narrowly approved the
motion.

A companion bill, SF2734, sponsored by
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples), awaits action
by the Senate State and Local Government
Operations Committee.

Operations and Veterans Affairs
Committee.

Its companion, SF2448, sponsored by Sen.
Thomas Bakk (DFL-Cook), awaits action
by the Senate Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.

Dedicated funding

Would outdoorsy folks vote for a tax
increase to pay for wildlife habitat, as well as
arts and humanities?

Would artsy types vote for a tax increase to
pay for arts and humanities, as well as wildlife
habitat?

These questions were central to the
March 14 discussion of HE3269 by the House
Agriculture, Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Committee.

The bill seeks a constitutional amendment
to raise Minnesota’s sales and use tax by
0.25 percent so voters themselves can
determine if they really want the bill’s list
of items enough to pay additional taxes for
them, said its sponsor, Rep. Dennis Ozment
(R-Rosemount).

Amended and approved by the committee,
the bill now goes to the House Taxes
Committee.

If approved by voters this November, the
bill is projected to raise $191 million per year
over 25 years.

GAMBLING
*

Playing the ponies online

Minnesotans may be able to bet on horses
from their houses.

First denied by the Gaming Division of
the House Regulated Industries Committee
March 10 on a tie vote, HF3099 was
later reconsidered and referred to the
full committee. It would permit entities
conducting pari-mutuel wagering atalicensed
racetrack to accept wagers electronically to the
extent permitted by federal law. The bill has
no Senate companion.

Of the reimbursement received from the
out-of-state vendor accepting the bets, a fixed
percent would be set aside for purses at the
licensee’s facility provided that 10 percent
of the amount is to be paid into a breeder’s
fund.

“Gamblingis occurring on the Internet and
expanding at a rapid rate,” said Rep. Andy
Westerberg (R-Blaine), the bill’s sponsor.

“People are gambling, playing blackjack,
poker, numerous games, and betting on
horses on the Internet currently in our state
illegally. This looks to make pari-mutuel
betting legal off-track here in Minnesota.”
He said it is estimated that simulcast revenue
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Cort Holten, representing the Minnesota Horse-
mens Benevolent and Protective Association,
testifies March 10 before the Gaming Division
of the House Regulated Industries Committee
in support of a bill that would permit entities
conducting pari-mutuel wagering at a licensed
racetrack to accept wagers electronically to the
extent permitted by federal law.

at Canterbury Park is losing an estimated
$6 million annually to illegal off-track
betting.

Representing the Minnesota Horsemens
Benevolent and Protective Association, Cort
Holten said the proposal is a way for the horse
racingindustry to enhance its revenue stream
by subsidizing itself.

Of the 37 states that permit live racing, only
six, including Minnesota, do not permit off-
track betting, a racino or both to help their
racing industry. In four of those six states,
the horse racing industry is “in the tank,” he
said.

The bill would also eliminate statutory
restrictions that limit the number of tables at
a card club to 50.

Westerberg said people must sometimes
wait for hours to play at the Canterbury Card
Club, and that more seats would mean more
revenue for the state.

John McCarthy, executive director of the
Minnesota Indian Gaming Association,
opposed the measure, in part, because it
would expand gaming in the state.

Rep. Sondra Erickson (R-Princeton) asked
if tribal gaming facilities are expanding to
meet demand.

McCarthy said no new facilities have
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opened, but the number of gaming machines
is not restricted by the compact that authorizes
gambling at tribal facilities.

Video lottery in bars

Minnesota bars may be permitted to
operate up to five video lottery terminals on
their premises.

Sponsored by Rep. Sondra Erickson
(R-Princeton), HF3215 was approved March
14 by the Gaming Division of the House
Regulated Industries Committee. The bill next
goes to the full committee. A companion bill,
SF3195, sponsored by Sen. David Tomassoni
(DFL-Chisholm), awaits action by the
Senate Agriculture, Veterans and Gaming
Committee.

Last year, the 3,200 bars with pull tab sales
generated more than $1 billion in combined
revenues, but Erickson said bars need a
financial boost to weather the effects of recent
no-smoking laws and tougher sanctions for
drunken drivers.

Critics said the bill could devastate existing
casinos and make gambling too accessible for
many people to resist.

Games available on the terminals would be
limited to keno, poker and pull tabs. Erickson
estimates it would raise $94 million next year
for bar owners; $38 million for charitable
organizations; and $218 million for state
coffers, with the largest chunks directed to
roads and property tax relief.

Angela Heikes, vice president of gaming
planning and analysis for the Mille Lacs Band
of Ojibwe, warned that the terminals would
be much more accessible for consumers than
Indian gaming, and that convenience would
put at risk the 3,000 jobs her tribe provides,
most of them at Grand Casino Hinckley and
Grand Casino Mille Lacs.

Another critic, Rep. Joe Atkins (DFL-
Inver Grove Heights), said he could see little
difference between video lottery terminals and
video slot machines. The video slot machines
are so ever-present, and so addictive, he said,
some governments, including the city of Las
Vegas, are reconsidering their decision to
allow them.

“If the mayor of Las Vegas is considering
getting rid of these things, that tells me there
are some issues there,” Atkins said.

Atkins asked if Gov. Tim Pawlenty
supported her bill. Erickson said he hadn’t
taken a position on any bill, but supports a
move from paper pull tabs to a more “hi-tech”
version.

“We’ll see,” Atkins said.

GOVERNMENT
*

Capitol renovations top the list
A $6.1 million interior renovation project for
the State Capitol topped a House committee’s
March 15 list of bonding recommendations.
The House State Government Finance
Committee ranked capital bonding requests
proposed to the committee from one to 19,
with “one” being the committee members’
highest priority.
The Capitol renovation was first on the list.
Other projects include:
+ $10 million for repairs and renovations to
the Ford Building;
+ $8.63 million for military affairs projects;
+$150,000 for repairs to the Minnesota Peace
Officers Memorial; and
+ $150,000 for a facility for Starbase Min-
nesota, a youth science education project
sponsored by the Minnesota National
Guard and U.S. Department of Defense.
Projects that received a “neutral”
recommendation from the committee
included various statewide Capital Asset
Preservation and Replacement Account
projects; a memorial for Hmong veterans;
phase II expansion of the National Volleyball
Center in Rochester; track resurfacing at the
National Sports Center in Blaine; and funding
for exterior renovation of the Department of
Transportation Building, which was cut from
more than $10 million to $2.5 million.
Design work for a new state office building,
a long-range commuting plan and a tunnel
connecting the Capitol complex to the Stassen
building were among projects that received a
negative recommendation.
The recommendations will be submitted to
the House Capital Investment Committee.

HEALTH
*

Abortion regulations

Always a contentious issue, an abortion bill
is trying to make its way to the House floor
this session.

If passed, HF3258, sponsored by Rep.
Laura Brod (R-New Prague), would prohibit
state-funded abortions except in cases of
rape or incest. Furthermore, it requires
data collection and reporting on the already
existing requirement for minors seeking
to have abortions. Physicians, without
privilege, could also be charged with a
misdemeanor if they perform or induce an
abortion at a hospital that offers obstetrical
or gynecological care.

The House Health Policy and Finance
Committee passed the bill 11-2 March 14
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and referred it to the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee. A companion bill
(SF2877), sponsored by Sen. Thomas Neuville
(R-Northfield), awaits action in the Senate
Health and Family Security Committee.

Andrea Rau, a Minnesota Citizens
Concerned for Life lobbyist, said more than
29percentofabortions performedin Minnesota
are taxpayer-funded. Rau added that bypasses
to parental or guardian notification are almost
never denied in the state. A $500 fine would
be issued if such reports weren’t completed,
according to the bill, which also records the
female’s age and race.

In a written statement, David Schultz, a
Hamline University graduate school professor,
said the bill should be opposed because of
its unconstitutionality. “It is unethical or
inappropriate for legislators to adopt laws
which they intend to be challenged and which
will then commit potentially hundreds of
thousands of public tax dollars to defend and
litigate,” Schultz wrote.

Rep. Thomas Huntley (DFL-Duluth) added
that State Attorney General Mike Hatch wrote
in a letter to Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls)
that the bill violates the right to privacy
according to the Minnesota Supreme Court’s
decision in Women of the State of Minnesota v.
Gomez.

Meanwhile, Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan),
who supports the bill, said opposition to the
bill has become a political game.

Foreign graduate verification system
If passed into law, a minor but important

change would make it easier for foreign medical

school graduates to work in Minnesota.

HF3132, sponsored by Rep. Fran Bradley
(R-Rochester), and passed 126-0 by the
House March 14, makes it optional for
foreign medical school graduates to use the
State Medical Boards’ Federation Credentials
Verification Service. Since 2004, students
wishing to practice in Minnesota who studied
outside the United States have used the service
to determine their eligibility.

The Mayo Clinic and University of
Minnesota are the primary users of the
service.

Frank Iossi, director of state government
affairs at the Mayo Clinic, previously told the
House Health Policy and Finance Commiittee,
“It was a good idea but after a year, it was a
disaster.” Iossi, who favors the change, cited
the current system as being inconsistent,
expensive and slow.

Bradley added that Minnesota needs
qualified graduates and that it would be wise
to make an ineffective system optional with
ongoing staff shortages in the medical field.
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SENSITIVE SHREDDING
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Dick Andree of AARP Minnesota District 8 in Duluth, empties a paper shredder during a
March 15 rally in the Rotunda to bring awareness to senior citizens of the importance of shred-
ding sensitive documents to prevent identity theft.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

The bill now goes to the Senate, where
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (DFL-Rochester) is the
sponsor.

N HIGHER EDUCATION

Biomedical research facilities

A $330 million University of Minnesota
bonding request to fund new biomedical
research facilities was approved by a House
committee March 14.

HF3268, sponsored by Rep. Ron Abrams
(R-Minnetonka), would fund 90 percent of
the cost of constructing and furnishing new
university biomedical research facilities.
The House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Committee approved the bill
and referred it to the House Higher Education
Finance Committee.

Abrams called the bill “one of the most
important initiatives of the 2006 legislative
session,” and said biomedical research
requires a long-term investment by the state.

“You have to be somewhat forward-thinking
in being able to get into this business,” he
said.

University of Minnesota President Robert
Bruininks said the new facilities would help
recruit top-notch faculty who would then
bring in millions of dollars worth of grants
annually. He cited recent capital investments
by states like Iowa, Wisconsin, Virginia and
Indiana as evidence that Minnesota was in
danger of falling behind.

The bill also establishes a Minnesota
Biomedical Sciences Research Authority to
evaluate university grant applications and
disperse funds.

Furthermore, it establishes a biomedical
science research bond fund consisting of
annual transfers of money from the state’s
general fund to pay the debt service of state
bonds issued for biomedical facilities and
operating costs of the authority.

Some committee members questioned the
level of accountability in the project, and
contended there was insufficient legislative
oversight.

“I'm concerned about the makeup of
the authority,” said Rep. Diane Loeffler
(DFL-Mpls). “We’re putting $330 million of
bonding decisions outside of 201 legislators’
decisions into nine people, where it would
take five to authorize the sale of these bonds.
That seems to me like a pretty small group of
people.”

Abrams promised the committee a chance
to review the bill again before it went to the
House floor.

A companion bill, SF3044, sponsored
by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul),
awaits action in the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

Collegiate bonding requests
The House Higher Education Finance
Committee heard nearly $500 million in
bonding requests from the University of
Minnesota and Minnesota State Colleges and
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Universities system March 13.

Priorities topping the University of
Minnesota’s list include:

+ $80 million for asset preservation includ-
ing maintaining health and safety in
buildings, hazardous material abatement,
access improvements and air quality im-
provement;

+ $26.6 million for a Carlson School of Man-
agement expansion on the Minneapolis
campus; and

+ $15.3 million for construction of a business
and economics building on the Duluth
campus.

University of Minnesota President Robert
Bruininks said the proposal “advances
research in leading areas of responsibility
particularly in medicine, biotechnology,
renewable energy and the environment.”

He added while the requests total $206.1
million, the governor’s recommendations are
$127.6 million. The university received nearly
$108.4 million in the 2005 bonding law.

After receiving $213.6 million last year,
MnSCU’s request totals $280.4 million.

“Every state college and university in
the system will benefit from these projects,
which will improve learning spaces and
services to students,” MnSCU Chancellor
James McCormick, told the House Capital
Investment Committee March 14.

Its top three requests are: $110 million for
asset preservation; $32.9 million for a science
center addition and renovation at Minnesota
State University, Mankato; and $14 million
for St. Cloud State University’s Wick Science
Building addition and renovation.

The governor’s MnSCU recommendations
total $142.5 million, including $20 million for
asset preservation.

“While we believe his recommendation was
agoodstart ... it falls considerably short of our
needs,” said McCormick. “We believe funding
asset preservation at a low level would be a
huge mistake that would adversely affect our
students and our system for years to come.”

Rep. Gene Pelowski, Jr. (DFL-Winona)
said that the difference in asset preservation
dollars means that “at least four or five roofs
in each campus that are leaking now would
not be repaired. You’d have 40-year-old
ventilating and heating systems that would
not be repaired.”

University bonding projects
Among the bonding proposals heard March
15 by the House Higher Education Finance
Committee were two energy projects from
the University of Minnesota.
One is for a pilot facility to generate
electricity using plasma arc technology,
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and another would turn wind energy into

anhydrous ammonia and hydrogen. Both

requests are being considered by the committee
for its bonding recommendations.

HEF2793, sponsored by Rep. Paul Thissen
(DFL-Mpls), would appropriate $5 million
to a pilot biomass energy facility that would
be developed in collaboration with state
industries, and would be contingent on $2.5
million in non-state sources. A companion,
SF2554, sponsored by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-
Mpls), awaits action in the Senate Finance
Committee.

Thissen said the technological process,
“basically disintegrates (hazardous waste)
into usable and benign components.” It also
creates synthetic gas for energy through a
heating process.

HF2686, sponsored by Rep. Torrey Westrom
(R-Elbow Lake), would appropriate $2.5
million to construct a facility at the West
Central Research and Outreach Center in
Morris that would, in part, use wind energy
to develop fertilizer for Minnesota farms. A
companion, SF2920, sponsored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), awaits action in the
Senate Finance Committee.

“This is another innovative request that
is timely for rural Minnesota, timely for the
university and the research they are doing ...
and timely for farmers who are faced with
importing their fertilizer,” Westrom said.

According to a university report, the project
benefits could include:

»anew market for an estimated 2 gigawatts of
nameplate wind capacity within the state,
stimulating wind energy development in
Minnesota;

+ diminished need for additional transmission
capacity to accommodate wind energy;

+ enable utility companies to manage the vari-
able nature of wind energy and electrical
demand; and

« provide substantial economic development
opportunities for farmers and rural com-
munities.

IMMIGRATION
*

Immigration information cooperation

Abill that would prohibitlocal governments
from adopting ordinances to prevent their
employees from cooperating with immigration
officials got stronger before being approved by
the House Civil Law and Elections Committee.
It now goes to the House floor.

Rep. Jim Knoblach (R-St. Cloud), the
sponsor of HF2576, offered an amendment
March 13 that effectively deleted most of the
bill’s one-sentence language, which had been

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Luis Bartolomei, interim executive director of the
Chicano Latino Affairs Council, testifies before
the House Civil Law and Elections Committee
March 13 about a bill that would prohibit local
governments from adopting ordinances which
would prevent employees from cooperating with
federal immigration authorities.

approved by the House Local Government
Committee March 1.

The new language goes beyond previous
language that would prohibit a city from
adopting so-called “sanctuary ordinances.”
It states that local governments cannot
restrict, in any way, an employee from sending
information to, requesting or receiving
information from the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement Agency; or exchanging
immigration information with any federal,
state or local governmental unit.

The bill is directed at Minneapolis and St.
Paul. Both cities have ordinances that prevent
their employees from collecting and sharing
information with the federal government on
residents’ immigration status.

“The amendment says that you can’t adopt by
policy the ordinance that we are about to repeal,
if this bill becomes law,” Knoblach said.

John J. Choi, city attorney for the city of
St. Paul, responded to Rep. Tom Emmer’s
(R-Delano) comment that the ordinance was
“cute lawyering” to get around federal law.

“We feel it is within our right to establish a
certain guideline that does not frustrate and
go against what is federal law. ... I believe it
is a matter of local control and the ability for
a local unit of government to have policies
to help guide employees on how to handle
immigration matters.”
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At the earlier committee hearing, both
the St. Paul and Minneapolis police chiefs
spoke against the bill, saying that it would
erode trust and have a “chilling effect” on
immigrant communities by discouraging
them from reporting a crime.

The companion, SF2771, sponsored by Sen.
Betsy Wergin (R-Princeton), has been referred
to the Senate State and Local Government
Operations Committee.

INSURANCE
*

Not expanding MinnesotaCare

Legislators almost unanimously agree that
parts of Minnesota’s health care system are
broken. The only question is which parts need
fixing and how to repair them.

Rep. Katie Sieben (DFL-Newport) is
sponsoring HF2691, which would expand
health insurance coverage through
MinnesotaCare to individuals and small
employers. But the House Health Policy
and Finance Committee voted it down 9-5
March 10. A companion bill SF3046, sponsored
by Sen. Sharon Marko (DFL-Cottage Grove),
awaits action by the Senate Health and Family
Security Committee.

MinnesotaCare, the state’s subsidized
health insurance program administered by
the Department of Human Services, would
provide an affordable option for those without
health insurance, Sieben said. She added that
small businesses and individuals will often
go without health insurance because of high
costs.

“This may not be the solution to the health
care problem, but it may do something to
provide some alleviation of the burden of
providing health insurance to employees,”
Sieben said.

Steve Fox, part owner of Emily’s Bakery
and Deli in Hastings, said he feels it’s his
obligation to provide health insurance to his
employees. However, Fox said he has seen
health insurance costs go up 8 percent to
13 percent each of the past five years.

Erin Sexton, health care and transportation
policy director for the Minnesota Chamber
of Commerce, agrees there should be more
access to health care, but said the solution
would best come from private businesses.

Other problems include funding and
administration of the plan, said Liz Houlding,
manager of the State Employee Group
Insurance Program in the Department of
Employee Relations. Houlding said her
department would be willing to work with
the bill sponsors.

But Rep. Thomas Huntley (DFL-Duluth)
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said people without insurance already seek
health care and the government absorbs that
cost anyhow.

Although Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba
(DFL-Long Prairie) didn’t talk about the bill
specifically, she supported it. “This is a huge
problem,” said Otremba. “It’s not just a game
of words. These are real people.”

N LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Annexation bill fails in committee

Abill that would have required incorporation
and prohibited annexation of urban townships
under certain conditions failed to receive
committee approval March 13.

HF2867 was defeated 9-8 by the House Local
Government Committee. Its companion,
SF2681, sponsored by Sen. Debbie J. Johnson
(R-Ham Lake), awaits action in the Senate
State and Local Government Operations
Committee.

According toits sponsor, Rep. Ray Vandeveer
(R-Forest Lake), the bill was intended to apply
exclusively to Columbus Township, a portion
of which the neighboring city of Forest Lake
wants to annex. The Columbus Town Board
is currently fighting annexation and wants to
be incorporated instead.

“We’re looking at spending at least $150,000
fighting this hostile annexation,” Columbus
Town Board Chairman Mel Mettler said.
He hopes the issue could be taken care of
“legislatively” rather than in court.

Opponents said the bill could have
unintended consequences.

CraigJohnson, intergovernmental relations
representative for the League of Minnesota
Cities, said the bill could potentially affect
as many as 47 townships in the seven-county
Twin Cities metropolitan area.

“T understand that the intent was to focus
this in on the Columbus Township situation,
but this bill is drafted much more broadly
than that,” Johnson said.

Some committee members expressed
reservations about altering state law to meet
the needs of a single township, regardless
of whether other municipalities would be
affected.

“Right now, we are weighing in as if we are
administrative law judges in determining
whether or not annexation should take place
in this community,” said Rep. Debra Hilstrom
(DFL-Brooklyn Center).

Hilstrom also noted that the subject of
township annexation is slated to come before
the committee again later in the session, and
said the committee should not preempt an
individual annexation before holding a larger

discussion on annexations in general.
Committee Chair Rep. Mark Olson (R-Big
Lake) said the situation between Columbus
Township and Forest Lake underscores the
need for some kind of annexation reform.

RECREATION
*

Charging state park fees

A House committee removed a provision
from a bill that would have allowed the
Department of Natural Resources to establish
fees for special events on state forestland.

HF3056, sponsored by Rep. Greg Blaine
(R-Little Falls), modifies a number of DNR
policies and procedures. Before approving
the bill March 9, the House Governmental
Operations and Veterans Affairs Committee
amended the bill by removing a section that
would have granted the DNR commissioner
the authority to charge fees for motor vehicle
races, group campouts outside campground
areas and certain other events.

The motion to strike the section was made
by Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls), who
objected to language in the bill that she said
decreased legislative oversight of DNR fees.
She said she would prefer the DNR present
the Legislature with individual fees it wants
tolevy and let legislators decide whether they
are appropriate.

Rep. Marty Seifert (R-Marshall) agreed,
saying that legislators will be the ones held
responsible for fees going up, not the DNR.

“When we give blanket approval for
agencies to raise fees without legislative
approval, we are the ones who are going to get
blamed,” Seifert said, adding that removing
the relevant language from the bill would force
a discussion about oversight when the bill is
reviewed by other House committees.

The bill next goes to the House Agriculture,
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Committee.

A companion bill, SF2852, sponsored by
Sen. Tom Saxhaug (DFL-Grand Rapids)
awaits action by the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

TECHNOLOGY
*

Bioscience initiative

The Twin Cities and Rochester lead the
state in the growing biotechnology industry,
but Greater Minnesota communities hope to
join their ranks.

Two bills — HF3256, sponsored by Rep.
Greg Davids (R-Preston), and HF3547,
sponsored by Rep. Dan Severson (R-Sauk
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Rapids) — would help bring the biosciences
to Greater Minnesota. Discussed March 15 by
the House Jobs and Economic Opportunity
Policy and Finance Committee, each was held
over for possible inclusion in the committee’s
bonding priorities.

Davids’ bill requests $5 million in bond
proceeds to support bioscience development
outside of the seven-county Twin Cities
metropolitan area and Olmsted County. A
companion bill (SF2891), sponsored by Sen.
Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), awaits action by
the Senate Finance Committee.

Severson’s bill, which has no Senate
companion, would direct $2 million to the
Central Minnesota Bioscience Initiative,
which aims to attract new companies and jobs
to the area.

Teresa Bohnen, St. Cloud Area Chamber
of Commerce president, said the initiative
would fund such projects as: a business park
expansion along Interstate 94 near St. Cloud,
acquiring equipment to implement methane
digester technology for dairy farmers and
buying specialized refrigeration units used
in transportation of pharmaceuticals.

Currently there are tax incentives in
Gov. Pawlenty’s “bioscience zones” in the
Twin Cities and Rochester, where the state
has helped fund research for diseases like
Alzheimer’s and obesity.

Davids said investing in the biosciences
would benefit Minnesota’s future and that it
didn’t need to be centered only in Pawlenty’s
bioscience zones.

Although Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls)
agrees that biotechnology is important, she
had some reservations about the bills. Clark
said biotechnology supporters always tout
the benefits but she wanted to know what
to expect from the investment. Clark added
that costs of such things as pharmaceuticals
continue to increase today.

N TRANSPORTATION

Go go speed racer

Those who enjoy vehicular street racing
may have to contend with some new laws.

The House Transportation Committee
approved a bill March 15 that would expand
the definition of reckless driving and also add
a new violation for exhibition drivers.

HF3521, sponsored by Rep. Lloyd Cybart
(R-Apple Valley), would define exhibition
driving “as a person who operates any vehicle
in such a manner as to start or accelerate
with an unnecessary exhibition of speed ...
unreasonable squealing or screeching sounds
emitted by the vehicle’s tires or the throwing of
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sand or gravel by the vehicle’s tires, or both.”

Furthermore, “Any person who willfully
compares or contests relative speeds by
operating one or more vehicles is guilty of
racing, which constitutes reckless driving,
whether or not the speed contested or
compared is in the excess of the maximum
speed prescribed by law.”

Currently the provision only includes a
manner that is either a willful or wanton
disregard for the safety of persons or
property.

“What we're trying to do with this bill is
be proactive and to work with the cities who
have already enacted ordinances similar to
this,” said Maj. Al Smith of the Minnesota
State Patrol. Exhibition driving is also now
moving from back roads onto highways and
roadways in metropolitan and rural areas, he
added.

The bill now moves to the House Public
Safety Policy and Finance Committee. A
Senate companion, SF2982, sponsored by Sen.
Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), awaits action

by the Senate Transportation Committee.

Vehicle reporting and titles

The House Transportation Committee
approved a bill March 15 that would require
a dealer to notify the motor vehicle registrar
electronically of a vehicle purchase of a late-
model or high-value vehicle that is to be
dismantled or destroyed, and would also make
technical changes to motorized foot scooter
laws.

HE3201, sponsored by Rep. Michael
Beard (R-Shakopee), initially removed a
requirement for a licensed auto dealer who
purchases a vehicle with an out-of-state title
defined as “salvage,” to sell the vehicle without
first applying for a Minnesota salvage title.

“The reason we have a salvage title process
is to be able to track these vehicles and prevent
fraud,” said Rep. Melissa Hortman (DFL-
Brooklyn Park), who successfully moved
to delete the provision from the bill. “We
use vehicle identification numbers to track
vehicles and identities of people purchasing
them and reselling them. By requiring
computer registration of these transactions
fraud is diminished,” she added.

A report by Driver and Vehicle Services
in the Department of Public Safety says the
change would have “streamlined the title
application process without changing the
salvage title provisions.” The change was also
an attempt to expedite the process, said Larry
Ollila, Driver and Vehicle Services director.

The bill also changes technical words
to make the definition of a motorized foot
scooter both “two ten-inch or smaller wheels”

and “an engine capable of a maximum speed
of 15 miles per hour or less.” Current law only
required one of the two.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

A Senate companion, SF2983, sponsored
by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing),
awaits action in the Senate Transportation
Committee.

To be towed, or not to be

Don’t abandon your stalled vehicle on
the side of a freeway in the metropolitan
area, emphasized Rep. Michael Beard (R-
Shakopee), who sponsors a bill approved by
the House Transportation Committee March
14.

HEF3214 would allow the Department of
Transportation’s Freeway Incident Response
Safety Team, previously called Highway
Helpers, to tow and impound a vehicle that
does not have a person with it, Beard said. If
you abandon your car to phone for a tow, and
the State Patrol arrives and calls a tow truck,
the bill allows for whichever tow truck that
arrives first to tow the vehicle.

The team responds to incidents in
the department’s Metropolitan District,
comprised of the seven-county Twin Cities
metropolitan area and Chisago County.

According to the department, members
assisted at 16,737 incidents in 2002, including
pushing disabled vehicles out of traffic lanes,
providing small quantities of gasoline, helping
change a tire and removing debris.

Currently, if a person is with their stalled
vehicle, they can call for a tow. But if the
vehicle is abandoned the State Patrol is
contacted to call a tow truck, which can result
in impounding the vehicle.

“This is just trying to get at those vehicles
that have been abandoned on our freeway
network that are impeding safety or capacity
of the freeway itself,” said Nick Thompson,
department senior transportation program
supervisor.

Instead of having to wait for a patrol to
come, and possibly causing more danger for
other drivers, a safety team member on the
scene can call a State Patrol dispatcher and
request a tow, Thompson added.

The bill now goes to the House floor. A
Senate companion, SF3097, sponsored by Sen.
Mike McGinn (R-Eagan), awaits action in the
Senate Transportation Committee.

Moving?
Please help save postage costs by keeping us
informed of address changes.
Call (651) 296-2146 or
(800) 657-3550.

Session Weekly 13


http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=16
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=16
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF2891&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=22&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=22&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1007
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=25
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3521&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=37A
http://www.dps.state.mn.us/patrol/
http://www.dps.state.mn.us/patrol/
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=18
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF2982&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=28&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=28&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1021
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=25
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3201&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=35A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=35A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=47B
http://www.dps.state.mn.us/DVS/
http://www.dps.state.mn.us
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF2983&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=28&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1021
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1021
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=35A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=25
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3214&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/tmc/first.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/tmc/first.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF3097&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=38&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=38&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1021

VETERANS
*

Statue for Hmong veterans

A statue commemorating the service of
Hmong soldiers who fought for the United
States during the Vietnam War could become
a permanent fixture in the Capitol area.

Rep. Cy Thao (DFL-St. Paul) made his case
to the House State Government Finance Com-
mittee on March 15 for HF3508, which would
appropriate $150,000 in state funds to help con-
struct the statue. It has no Senate companion.

Thao said the money would fund half the
cost of the design and construction of the
memorial to Hmong veterans in Laos who
were trained by the CIA and organized into
“Special Guerilla Units.”

He said 35,000 Hmong soldiers were killed
during the course of the conflict, and that
civilian casualties were even higher. He
noted that similar statues have already been
constructed in California and Wisconsin.

Rep. Joe Mullery (DFL-Mpls) expressed
concern that the bill did not recognize other
minority groups who fought on the U.S. side
during the war — groups that he said might
feel excluded or slighted by a memorial
devoted specifically to Hmong soldiers.

“To call it a ‘Hmong memorial’ is going
to further create alienation within our
communities here, and I'm concerned about
that,” Mullery said.

Thao countered that the memorial was
designed to represent all Laotians who fought
in the conflict.

“We have not decided to exclude anyone
else,” he said.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) suggested
altering the language of the bill to be more
inclusive.

The committee gave the project a
“neutral” endorsement on its list of bonding
recommendations later in the day. Committee
members agreed that if the project receives
funding, the memorial design will be reviewed
to address any political concerns.

LATE ACTION
*

Visitor’s driver’s license

Billed as a way to help the state do its part
in moving the country to greater security ina
post-Sept. 11 era, HF3014, sponsored by Rep.
Steve Smith (R-Mound), was approved by the
House 100-28 on March 16. It would change
into law current state practices regarding
driver’s licenses. The bill has no Senate
companion.

Provisions in the bill have been part of the
Department of Public Safety’s rules since 2002
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Hmong veterans, from left, Chou Chue Tchang, William Nao Chue Vang, Youa Chao Lee and George
Gao Moua listen to testimony in the House State Government Finance Committee March 15 on a
proposal to appropriate $150,000 for a Hmong veterans statue on the Capitol complex.

when legislation was first proposed, but never
enacted. Smith wants it written into law.

Smith said that the driver’s license has
become a “gateway document” for many of
society’s rights and privileges. He said this
would also help authenticate a person’s identity
because it strengthens the requirement for
documents necessary to receive a state driver’s
license. First time applicants must present a
primary and secondary form of identification
to verify both identity and residency. The
primary forms of identification could include
a U.S. birth certificate and U.S. passport.

Since 2002, a status check has been placed
at the bottom of visiting non-citizens’ licenses
indicating the date for which they are legal to
stay in the United States.

Two amendments were attached to the bill
on the House floor.

Rep. Cy Thao’s (DFL-St. Paul) amendment
would ensure that the status check date is
not placed on a driver’s license or Minnesota
identification card of an applicant entitled to
permanent United States residency. If that
happens, a duplicate license or card would be
issued free of charge.

Rep. Keith Ellison’s (DFL-Mpls) amendment
would ensure that an applicants who object to
a full-face image on their license, permit or

ID card, due to a religious reasons, may apply
for a variance from this regulation.

A

HOTES

Horsing around

During a March 10 discussion of a bill
that would permit electronic wagering for
pari-mutuel betting and potentially more
tables at the Canterbury Card Club, Rep. Joe
Atkins (DFL-Inver Grove Heights) asked if
the governor supports the proposal.

“If the goal is to try to get something done,
it’d be nice to know where the governor’s
office is, because if they’re back to opposing it
again we’re all wasting our time as we sit here
today,” Atkins said.

A fewmore commentsby Atkinsencouraging
participation from the governor’s office,
including wanting to know “if we’re running
around this track for no reason,” prompted
Rep. Kurt Zellers (R-Maple Grove) to say while
chuckling a bit, “I think he’s reached his horse
analogy limit. I can’t take it anymore. One
would say he’s beat that horse...”

“AllTknow is the governor’s as unpredictable
as a roulette table,” Atkins said with a laugh.

Frequently called numbers
(Area code 651)
Information Services, House Public TTY, HOUSE ..eveererrerrerrereseesreensens 296-9896
175 State Office Building.............. 296-2146 Toll free.. s 1-800-657-3550
Chief Clerk of the House Information, Senate
211 Capitol 296-2314 231 Capitol 296-0504
Index, House TTY, SENALE ..vveererrerererrernresssnnens 296-0250
211 Capitol 296-6646 TOll free..uureerrcerrerreereeerranns 1-888-234-1112
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New benefits for veterans

Veterans bill looks to draw military retirees to state

By Nick Busse
his week, Gov. Tim Pawlenty and three
Ttop state legislators traveled to Camp
Shelby, Miss., to bid 2,600 Iraq-bound

Minnesota soldiers farewell.

When those troops return home, they might
find a more veteran-friendly state.

HF2921, sponsored by Rep. Dan Severson
(R-Sauk Rapids), provides a slew of new
protections and benefits for Minnesota’s
military veterans.

Referred to as the “Governor’s Veterans
Bill of 2006,” it seeks to address a number of
veterans’ concerns, including:

* requiring employers to grant unpaid leaves
of absence to employees whose family
members are killed or wounded in the
line of duty;

+ exempting military retirement pay from
state taxation;

+ directing state colleges and universities
to award veterans education credits for

it is one of only nine states that taxes military
pensions.

“There are states that are actively,
aggressively, going after military retirees,”
Severson said. “They see that the benefit
of bringing those individuals into the state
with a federal retirement, with federal health
care, and with the quality and the cut of the
individuals who have made it through 20 to
30 years of active service is a real asset to the
state and the community.”

Retired U.S. Air Force Col. Tom Nesbitt
of Hastings testified that when a military
retiree chooses to reside in Minnesota, the
state benefits in the form of taxes that person
pays on their property, income from a second
vocation, Social Security and sales taxes, as
well as from the skills and training that person
has received while serving their country.

“You’re not losing,” Nesbitt said. “It’s
not costing you anything to gain a very
important addition to your personnel pool
that’s available for the

completed military
training courses,
when appropriate;

« directing state colleges
and universities to
treat veterans as resi-
dents for undergradu-

“There are states that are actively,
aggressively, going after military

retirees.”
— Rep. Dan Severson

economic growth and
vitality of the state of
Minnesota.”

Rep. Lynn Wardlow
(R-Eagan) agrees. He
said his son, an active-

ate tuition purposes;

+ forbidding state colleges and universities
from assessing late fees to student-veterans
who are awaiting federal education assis-
tance payments; and

+ funding several new veterans’ programs

The House Governmental Operations and

Veterans Affairs Committee approved the bill

March 15 and referred it to the House Higher

duty marine, changed
his official state of residence to Florida because
taxes in Minnesota are too high.

“When he does finally retire, he wants to
come back here,” Wardlow said. “But he’s a
fiscal conservative, and he may not.”

Committee members praised the bill’s
various benefits.

Rep. Marty Seifert (R-Marshall) lauded a

Education Finance Committee. A companion
bill, SF2654, sponsored by Sen. Jim Vickerman
(DFL-Tracy), awaits action in the Senate
Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee.

Among other things, the bill is intended
to encourage military retirees to take up
residence in Minnesota.

Severson said the state currently has only
half the retirees it should have, mainly because
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provision in the bill that required colleges to
give credit to veterans for military training
courses.

Seifert, a university admissions counselor,
related a story of a student who received
rigorous physical training while serving
overseas in the military but was forced to take
a one-credit physical education class called
“Walking for Wellness” to fulfill his college
degree requirements.

“Some of this stuff is just silly, and I think
this bill is going to solve this,” Seifert said.

Funding new programs

In addition to the above benefits, the bill
appropriates $8.8 million for a number
of new veterans programs and initiatives,
including:

+ $3 million for the State Soldiers Assistance
Fund, to be used for financial assistance,
family therapy and other needs of veterans
who are in the process of seeking assistance
from the federal government;

+ $3 million to supplement county veterans
assistance programs;

+ $2.6 million to create higher education
veterans assistance offices in colleges and
universities across the state; and

+$200,000 to develop a new state veterans Web
site within the Minnesota Department of

Veterans Affairs.

Severson said the $3 million allocated for
counties provides an incentive for county
veterans services officers to get out and
“beat the trees” to find veterans who are not
receiving services or are receiving inadequate
services.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) questioned
whether $2.6 million was really necessary to
create veterans assistance offices, and also
whether it was worthwhile to have one in every
college in the state.

Seifert replied that his college, Southwest
Minnesota State University, has already set
up one such office and that it provides an
excellent resource for the institution’s student-

veterans. sl

Where to find information

House Public Information Services
175 State Office Building
(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

House Public Information Services is a
nonpartisan office that provides committee
meeting schedules; legislator information;
and publications, including the Session Weekly
newsmagazine, educational brochures, and
member directories. All information is avail-
able at no charge.

Most of what this office publishes can
be viewed on the House’s World Wide Web
page. To connect, point your web browser at:
http://www.house.mn
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A matter of life and death

Bill sets standards for keeping the incapacitated alive

By Bao OneG
or several legislators on the House Health
Policy and Finance Committee, the issues
of life and death are deep and personal. A
bill spurred by the Terri Schiavo case estab-
lishing the Minnesota Starvation and Dehy-
dration of Persons with Disabilities Preven-
tion Act brings those issues even closer.
HF3255, sponsored by Rep. Tim Wilkin
(R-Eagan), establishes a presumption that
nutrition and hydration are needed to sustain
life for a “person legally incapable of making
health care decisions.” The committee

and Finance Committee.

approved the proposal 11-4 and referred
it to the House Civil Law and Elections
Committee.

Although the bill requires food and water be
given to the incapacitated, three circumstances
in the bill allow such denial of nutrition and
hydration: if it would not sustain the person’s
life or comfort; a will was written beforehand
that authorizes denial of the prevention; and
if the person, when legally capable of making
a health care decision, expresses consent.

But for Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-Columbia
Heights) such exceptions are not enough.
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PHOTOS BY ANDREW VONBANK
Rep. Barb Goodwin gives personal testimony to the sponsor of the pro-
posed Minnesota Starvation and Dehydration of Persons with Disabilities
Prevention Act during the March 14 meeting of the House Health Policy

Goodwin’s brother-in-law has been in a
hospital for five months. The hospital inserted
a feeding tube without his wife’s permission,
which caused infections “many, many times.”
Goodwin added that he is going to die soon or
live in a nursing home for the rest of his life
even though more than $2 million has already
been spent to keep him alive. Her brother-in-
law is 50 years old and over 6 feet tall, weighs
111 pounds.

Doctors say his brain is fine, said Goodwin,
but he is too weak to sign any papers.
“He’s experienced technological torture
through the hospital
wanting to keep him
alive. His body tried
to give up five times
but the hospital used
‘extraordinary means’
to keep him alive.
He’s dying slowly
and more painfully
than his natural body
would have allowed.”

The Minnesota
Medical Association
does not support the
language of the bill,
said David Renner,
the association’s
director of state and
federal legislation.

Dr. Lawrence
Kerzner, a physician
at Hennepin County
Medical Center, added that those closest to
the patient should be able to make a decision
instead of a mandated law and that the bill
could deny use of newer technologies utilizing
food and water.

Barbara Blumer, a Hospice Minnesota
board member, agrees. She said the bill was
a “radical step” because it uses a law to pre-
determine “what Minnesotans ... have in their
hearts and minds about that most personal
and intimate and solitary of activities — that
of dying,” Blumer said.

Still, Wilkin, whose father-in-law died last

L

Barbara Blumer, a Hospice Minnesota board
member, testifies before the House Health Policy
and Finance Committee March 14 in opposition
to the proposed Minnesota Starvation and Dehy-
dration of Persons with Disabilities Prevention
Act. Rep. Tim Wilkin, left, is the bill sponsor.

year after battling a long illness, said the bill
would actually bring clarity to such issues. He
reminded the committee that, “this bill isn’t
pulling a plug on a respirator. This is about
food and water.”

Wilkin added that dying from malnutrition
or dehydration is not a slow, painless death. He
read a definition from the International Task
Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide that
included the following symptoms: the mouth
dries out and becomes caked or coated with
thick material, lips would become parched
and cracked, body temperature becomes high,
lining of the nose might dry out and cause
bleeding and the respiratory track would dry
out, causing thick secretions that would clog
the lungs and cause death. Kerzner said the
descriptions were “flamboyant” compared to
what actually occurs.

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life and
the Minnesota Catholic Conference support
the bill. “This is reasonable legislation that
encourages patient autonomy,” said Laura
Gese, a legislative associate for Minnesota
Citizens Concerned for Life.

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba (DFL-Long Prai-
rie), who didn’t speak up on either side of the
issue, has dealt with death before. Her husband,
Ken Otremba, died of liver cancer in 1997 while
in office as a state representative. Otremba said
“that will to live and survive moves to another
dimension” when a person is faced with death.
She voted in favor of the bill.

The companion bill (SF2861), sponsored
by Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-Paynesville)
awaits action by the Senate Health and Family

Security Committee. .
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HF3337-Sviggum (R)

Taxes

Dover, Eyota, St. Charles Area
Sanitary District sales tax exemption
provided.

HF3338-Eastlund (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Inmate tuberculosis testing required
annually.

HF3339-Abeler (R)

Education Finance

Voluntary, full-day kindergarten
funding phased in, fees authorized
and money appropriated.

HF3340-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Hospital construction proposal
evaluation process evaluated.

HF3341-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Health savings account option
provision for legislators and staff
required.

HF3342-Tingelstad (R)
Transportation Finance

Northstar commuter rail and light
rail transit bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3343-Howes (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Forestresource managementincentive
program administration provided.

HF3344-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Publicdefender representationrights
modified.

HF3345-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Drug offender deferred prosecution
required, driver’s license suspension
and reinstatement procedures, non-
violent offender conditional release
provisions and various related crime
provisions modified.

HF3346-Lanning (R)

Higher Education Finance

State grant program student share
modified and money appropriated.

HF3347-Simpson (R)

Education Finance

Verndale; regional family resource
and early childhood center bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3348-Lanning (R)

Taxes

Buffalo-Red River Watershed District
increased levy authorized.
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HF3349-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance
MinnesotaCare covered health ser-
vices modified and certain limited
benefits repealed.

HF3350-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Hennepin County essential commu-
nity provider designation extended to
a mental health provider.

HF3351-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Dependent health care coverage
extension to unmarried dependents
until age of 25 required.

HF3352-Severson (R)
Transportation Finance

Sauk Rapids bridge trunk high-
way bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3353-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
All-terrain vehicle usage on privately
owned land during deer season rule-
making required.

HF3354-McNamara (R)

Higher Education Finance

Inver Hills Community College
Fine Arts Building bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3355-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources

Big game tagging requirements
modified.

HF3356-Magnus (R)
Transportation Finance
Town road signs
appropriated.

money

HF3357-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Destruction of arrestee biological
specimen upon acquittal of a felony
request required.

HF3358-Sykora (R)

Education Finance

Equity revenue for districts above the
95th percentile increased.

HF3359-Cornish (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Criminal and Justice Information
Policy Group member added.

HF3360-Bradley (R)
Health Policy & Finance

Minnesota Comprehensive Health
Association governance structure
modified, health insurance exemp-
tion provided, assessment repealed
and money appropriated.

HF3361-Westrom (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District
No. 771, Chokio-Alberta, operating
referendum revenue cap exemption
provided.

HF3362-Hoppe (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Farm-raised cervidae taking restric-
tions clarified.

HF3363-Huntley (DFL)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Maritime commerce vessels exemp-
tion from biodiesel fuel requirement
provided.

HF3364-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Community-based health care cover-
age program demonstration project
established.

HF3365-Welti (DFL)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Dairy heifer and cow acquisition
loans provided.

HF3366-Welti (DFL)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Milk volume production loan pro-
gramprivateand public fundingstudy
and report provided.

HF3367-Sykora (R)

Education Finance

Schooldistrict consolidated financial
statement created, Uniform Financial
AccountingandReporting Standards
data conversion to new format re-
quired, publication of new format
required and task force established.

HF3368-Finstad (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child passenger restraint system
usage requirement modified.

HF3369-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Polling place location consistency
provided.

HF3370-Westrom (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Minnesota Voter’s Bill of Rights
modified.

HF3371-Nelson, P. (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Ojiketa Regional Park bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3372-Sykora (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Aquatic plant permit provisions
modified.
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HF3373-Nornes (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child careassistance maximumrates
and absent days modified.

HF3374-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Disability provision council
modified.

HF3375-Magnus (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Bushel threshold related to grain
buyer financial statements modi-

fied.

HF3376-Magnus (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Grain buyer financial statement
requirements modified.

HF3377-Heidgerken (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Snowmobilestate trail sticker exemp-
tions provided.

HF3378-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections
Drinking water testing data classified
as private and nonpublic.

HF3379-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Medical Assistance special trans-
portation service coverage criteria
specified, special transportation
reimbursement rates increased and
broker usage prohibition extended.

HF3380-Buesgens (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Post-employment benefit account
establishment by political subdivi-
sions for officers and employees
authorized.

HF3381-Sykora (R)

Education Finance

Equity revenue state aid portion
increased.

HF3382-Brod (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

State wildlife management bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3383-Solberg (DFL)

Local Government

Grand Rapids capital improvement
bonds issued.

HF3384-Westrom (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Secretary of State Web site linkage
to candidates and advocacy groups
authorized.
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HF3385-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Help America Vote Actrule adoption
made permanent.

HF3386-Huntley (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Transfer and hospital care by health
plans of mothers whose newborns
are transferred to another facility
required.

HF3387-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Genetic testing parental consent
acquisition procedures modified,
destruction of test results parental
direction provided and test revision
authorized.

HF3388-Cybart (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Teachers Retirement Association
refund repayment authorized in
certain cases.

HF3389-Cornish (R)

Civil Law & Elections
BureauofCriminal Apprehensionname
and event index service classified.

HF3390-Anderson, B. (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
Stateemployeesordered toactive mili-
taryservicesalarydifferential program
eligibility criteria modified.

HF3391-Beard (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Building and environmental permit
timeline agency action established.

HF3392-Loeffler (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State-owned historic building rental
rate provisions established.

HF3393-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Home inspections regulated, rule-
making authorized and penalties
imposed.

HF3394-Howes (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
University of Minnesota Department
of Forest Resources study money
appropriated.

HF3395-Simpson (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Restrictionsonhuntinganimalsusing

lights modified.

HF3396-Gunther (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Commission Serving Deafand Hard-
of-Hearing People grantawardedand
money appropriated.
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HF3397-Cornish (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
State parks and recreation areas land
areamodified,and publicand private
sales of certain state lands provided.

HF3398-Magnus (R)
Transportation

Town bridge account financial as-
sistance provision modified.

HF3399-Cornish (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Illegal immigration enforcement
team established, collection and
retention of citizenship and im-
migration status data required and
statistics on crimes committed by
individuals with illegal alien status
report required.

HF3400-Lanning (R)

Taxes

Immigrants seeking citizenship tax
credits provided.

HF3401-Paymar (DFL)
Transportation

Organ and tissue donation infor-
mation inclusion as part of driver’s
education curriculum required.

HF3402-Wilkin (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Loss ratios and small employer in-
surance coverages regulated, health
savings plan state match established
and money appropriated.

HF3403-Davids (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Hokah; city hall and library build-
ing bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3404-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Eminent domain legal noncon-
forming use removal compensation
provided.

HF3405-Anderson, B. (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
Salaryforlegislatorsand the governor
forfeited or delayed upon failure to
enact certain budget provisions in a
timely manner.

HF3406-Tingelstad (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Human trafficking task force estab-
lished and penalties increased.

HF3407-Poppe (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Mower County; septic system up-
grade homeowner loans money
appropriated.

HF3408-Poppe (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Nicolville; wastewater system bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3409-Poppe (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 495,
Grand Meadow, dome canopy grant
provided and bonds issued.

HF3410-Poppe (DFL)

Taxes

Austin sales and use tax imposition
authorized.

HF3411-Demmer (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Professional teachingstandardsgrant
program established and money
appropriated.

HF3412-Murphy (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Uniform Fire Code variance provi-
sion modified.

HF3413-Newman (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
State firemarshal decision to suspend,
revoke or refusal to issue fireworks
operator permit appeal process
provided.

HF3414-Soderstrom (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Juvenile history data retention for
purposes of predatory offender reg-
istration authorized.

HF3415-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Criminal sexual conduct victim no-
tification when prosecutor declines
prosecution or dismisses charges
required.

HF3416-Lanning (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State board and advisor group mem-
ber per diem provisions modified.

HF3417-McNamara (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Forestland acquisition bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3418-Hansen (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Board of Water and Soil Resources;
drainageauthoritiesreportsrequired
and work group created.

HF3419-Gunther (R)

Regulated Industries

Pre-purchase delivered fuel program
created.

HF3420-Erhardt (R)
Transportation

Combat wounded veterans special
motorcycle license plates issued.

HF3421-Cornish (R)

Education Finance

Cooperative secondary facilities
program eligibility expanded, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3422-Cornish (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Recalled implantable medical device
manufacturer financial responsibil-
ity for removal and replacement
required.

HF3423-Abrams (R)

Capital Investment

University of Minnesota football sta-
dium state support process provided,
Rochester campusbiotechnologyand
medical genomics research funding
provided, study abroad program es-
tablished and money appropriated.

HF3424-Anderson, B. (R)

Rules & Legislative Administration
Presidentand Congress memorialized
by resolution to enact legislation to
allow members of the armed forces
to transfer unused educational as-
sistance to their dependents.

HF3425-Urdahl (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Character development educa-
tion revenue provided and money
appropriated.

HF3426-Huntley (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Jury service deferral for nursing
mothers provided.

HF3427-Hackbarth (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
OliverH. Kelley FarmHistoricSitebonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3428-Soderstrom (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Spring Lake Trail extension bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3429-Loeffler (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Preventive care coverage with no
deductible by high deductible health
plans used with a health savings ac-
count required.

HF3430-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child care provider rates and parent
fees changes provided, certain health
care co-pays eliminated, MFIP transi-
tional standard increased, non-citizen
health care benefits reinstated, MFIP
and SSI penalties repealed and money
appropriated.
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HF3431-Anderson, B. (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Stanley Eddy Regional Park ex-
pansion bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3432-Johnson, J. (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Department of Health metham-
phetamine lab cleanup oversight
required.

HF3433-Johnson, J. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Governor’s appointees and resi-
dence positions background checks
authorized.

HF3434-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Hearinginstrument dispensing defi-
nition clarifiedand contractauthority
regarding diversion and monitoring
services granted.

HF3435-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Education Policy & Reform
Independent School District No. 409,
Tyler, fund transfer authorized.

HF3436-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Dishonored check payment penalty
specified as suspension of certain
registrations and licenses, watercraft
certificatetitle delivery provided,and
penalties established.

HF3437-Garofalo (R)

Taxes

Reimbursement reduction for cities
scheduled for 2006 eliminated.

HF3438-Ruth (R)

Transportation

Driver’s license suspension for at-
tempting to pay vehicle taxes or fees
with insufficient funds authorized.

HF3439-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Lead abatement program authority
transfer provided.

HF3440-Tingelstad (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Toll-free human trafficking victim
hotline established and money
appropriated.

HF3441-Juhnke (DFL)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Fertilizer, soil amendment and plant
amendment checkoff provided,
Minnesota Agricultural Fertilizer
Researchand Education Counciland
program established, and on-farm
storage exemption from fertilizer
facility safeguarding provided.

HF3442-Juhnke (DFL)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Beekeeping regulation repealed.
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HF3443-Pelowski (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

Winona State University; Memorial
Hall renovation bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3444-Knoblach (R)

Local Government

Sanctuary law enactment by local
governments prohibited.

HF3445-Olson (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Anoka County; forensic crime
laboratory bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3446-Juhnke (DFL)

Local Government

Pennock; real estate acquisition,
building improvement and convey-
ance authorized.

HF3447-Peppin (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Motor vehicle event data recorders
regulated, disclosures required and
data restricted.

HF3448-Hoppe (R)

Regulated Industries

Card club provisions modified,
banked card games provided and
electronic pari-mutuel wagers
authorized.

HF3449-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Manufacturedhome park conversions
regulated.

HF3450-Mahoney (DFL)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Building code-related councils cre-
ated and duties provided.

HF3451-Anderson, B. (R)
Local Government
Land dedication standards provided.

HF3452-Hilstrom (DFL)

Local Government

Aitkin County regulation of certain
public land interests repealed.

HF3453-Goodwin (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Statebudget prescribed and continu-
ing appropriations for operation of
state government provided.

HF3454-Ruth (R)
Local Government
County recorder document stan-

dards, registration feesand provisions
modified.

HF3455-Rukavina (DFL)

Taxes

Armed Forces member property
purchase homestead classification
provided.

HF3456-Hilty (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Social worker license issuance in
certain cases required.

HF3457-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Working land productive conserva-
tion money appropriated.

HF3458-Heidgerken (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Mass flu vaccination clinic delay in
event of vaccine shortage required
and penalties imposed.

HF3459-Hausman (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Minneapolis Firefighters Relief As-
sociation spouse benefit eligibility
requirements exception provided in
certain cases.

HF3460-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Quarterly unemployment insurance
wage detail report late filing manda-
tory minimum penalty eliminated.

HF3461-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Business subsidy reporting require-
mentsextendedtoallrecipientsofbusi-
nessdevelopmentpublicinfrastructure
grants and redevelopment grants.

HF3462-Greiling (DFL)

Education Finance

Extended timerevenuelinkto general
education basic formula allowance
provided.

HF3463-Johnson, R. (DFL)
Education Finance

St. Peter; early learning center bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3464-Walker (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Barber and cosmetologist licensing
provision modified.

HF3465-Thissen (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Low-income heating assistance
funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3466-Sailer (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Heartland Trail extension to Detroit
Lakes pre-design bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3467-Sailer (DFL)

Education Finance

Referendum equalization levy factor
increased.

HF3468-Sailer (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Native American housing pro-
gram funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3469-Greiling (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Residential lease termination upon
tenant’s admission to nursing home
provided.

HF3470-Sieben (DFL)
Transportation Finance
Washington County; bridge de-
molition bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3471-Ellison (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Hate crime and bias motivated crime
penalties enhanced.

HF3472-Juhnke (DFL)
Transportation

Recreational vehicle combination
definition modified to include golf
carts.

HF3473-Dill (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources

Fish spearing open season
modified.

HF3474-Slawik (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

School district election provisions
modified, mail elections approval
requirement eliminated, and certain
primary elections authorized.

HF3475-Ellison (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Deceptive election practices regard-
ingtime, place or manner of conduct-
ing an election prohibited.

HF3476-Sertich (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Advocating Change Together grant
money appropriated.

HF3477-Hosch (DFL)

Local Government

Creditletter release municipal action
timelines established.

HF3478-Hosch (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Watershed district provisions
modified.

HF3479-Hansen (DFL)

Taxes

Income tax return processing pro-
vided, electronicfilingofwithholding
returns required, studies of audit po-
sitions and sales and use compliance
assistance initiated and civil penalty
imposed.
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HF3480-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic
Opportunity Policy & Finance
MFIP penalty statute repealed.

Tuesday, March 14

HF3481-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Continuingcare, elderlyand disabled
services provisions modified.

HF3482-Hackbarth (R)
Transportation Finance

All-terrain vehicle gasoline fuel tax
attributable amount modified.

HF3483-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Nursing facility planned closure rate
adjustments limit removed.

HF3484-Westerberg (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Boxing commission established and
money appropriated.

HF3485-Johnson, J. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Predatory offenderinformation pub-
lication on Internet by corrections
commissioner required.

HF3486-Howes (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Cass County; nursing home morato-
rium exception provided.

HF3487-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Data classified, civil remedies and
penalties provided.

HF3488-Nelson, P. (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Revisor’s bill providing erroneous,
ambiguous and omitted text and
obsolete references.

HF3489-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Foreign source income provisions
modified.

HF3490-Powell (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Burden of proof placement on the
party seeking relief at a due process
hearing provided.

HF3491-Cornish (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District No.
2134, United South Central, school
construction costs and improve-
ments grant bondsissued and money
appropriated.
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HF3492-Hackbarth (R)

Regulated Industries

Elk River designated as Minnesota’s
energy city.

HF3493-Haws (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Stearns County; public and private
sale of certain tax-forfeited land bor-
dering public water authorized.

HF3494-Wilkin (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Unemploymentanddislocated work-
er benefit eligibility regulated.

HF3495-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
All-terrainvehicleenforcementavail-
ability and public education grants
to local law enforcement agencies
limited.

HF3496-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources

Noise standards exemptions
modified.

HF3497-Slawik (DFL)

Education Finance

Basic formula allowance increased
and proceeds dedicated to school
district energy expenditures.

HF3498-Fritz (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Faribault; Paradise Center for
the Arts bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3499-Dorman (R)

Education Finance

Cooperative secondary facilities
program eligibility expanded, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3500-Sailer (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Consumer “freezing” of creditreports
for security reasons permitted.

HF3501-Sykora (R)

Education Finance

State determined tuition rates for
special education services delayed.

HF3502-Brod (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Natural resources and environment
project bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3503-Erhardt (R)
Transportation

Bicycle operators and passengers
under the age of 18 required to wear
helmets, and standard for helmets
updated.

HF3504-Buesgens (R)

Education Policy & Reform

General education access grants for
students authorized.

HF3505-Hamilton (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Greater Minnesota small employer
healthinsurancepremiumreductions
permitted.

HF3506-Zellers (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Career offender sentencinglaw modi-
fied, counterfeiting federal currency
crimeestablished, federallaw enforce-
ment officer definition updated and
criminal penalties imposed.

HF3507-Wilkin (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative Audit Commission
regulated.

HF3508-Thao (DFL)

State Government Finance

Hmong veterans; commemorative
statue bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3509-Marquart (DFL)

Taxes

Residential and agricultural market
value homestead credit maximums
increased, and certain market value
credit losses to cities restored.

HF3510-Marquart (DFL)

Taxes

Residential and agricultural market
value homestead credit maximums
increased and market value credit
losses to cities restored.

HF3511-Marquart (DFL)

Taxes

State general tax reduced and foreign
operating corporation deemed divi-
dend deduction modified.

HF3512-Anderson, I. (DFL)
Education Policy & Reform

Online Learning Option Act
modified.

HF3513-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Homeless Management Information
System and capacity building grant
money appropriated.

HF3514-Murphy (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Mineral management money repay-
ment provided.

HF3515-Peppin (R)

Local Government

Preventive health services program
operation by cities authorized.

Wednesday, March 15

HF3516-Hornstein (DFL)
Regulated Industries

Flexible-fuel vehicles promoted;
plug-in hybrid electric vehicle infra-
structurerecoveryby utilities, St. Paul
Ford plant re-use incentive package
development and study required;
money appropriated.

HF3517-Nornes (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Elizabeth;drinking water grantbonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3518-Hornstein (DFL)

Education Finance

General Education Development
(GED) textfee waiver authorized and
money appropriated.

HF3519-Simpson (R)

Taxes

Taxandtax-related provisions techni-
cal and clarifying changes provided,
sales tax provision conformity es-
tablished, taconite production tax
modified and fee administration
provided.

HF3520-Magnus (R)

Taxes

Agricultural homestead land sub-
ject to reduced class rate value
increased.

HF3521-Cybart (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Unauthorized racing classified as
reckless driving and exhibition
driving prohibited.

HF3522-Knoblach (R)

Ways & Means

Pre-kindergarten through grade 12,
early childhood, family, adult educa-
tion, and human services programs
forecast adjustments provided, hu-
man services savings implemented
and money appropriated.

HF3523-Erhardt (R)
Transportation

Transit pass credit conversion to re-
fund provided and refund extended
to employers.

HF3524-Welti (DFL)
Taxes
Small city definition modified.

HF3525-Simpson (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Construction codes and licensing
provisions recodified, State Build-
ing Code modified and enforcement
penalties provided.
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HF3526-Vandeveer (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Financing statement judicial review
expedited process provided and civil
and criminal liability for fraudulent
or improper financing statements

established.

HF3527-Cornish (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Board of Water and Soil Resources
modified.

HF3528-Demmer (R)

Education Finance

School year length increased by five
weeks and Labor Day school start
date repealed.

HF3529-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Statewide public safety radio sys-
tem terms modified and obsolete
provisions repealed.

HF3530-Simpson (R)

Taxes

Resort expenditure sales tax refund
provided.

HF3531-Seifert (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Casey Jones State Trail extended.

HF3532-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Combined local access surcharge
requirement modified; 911 system
service contracts, wireless provider
reporting requirements, cost ac-
counting requirements and system
costs modified.

HF3533-Otremba (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Brainerd Regional Treatment Center
laundry service maintenance or ex-
pansionrequiredandservice contract
bids authorized.

HF3534-Klinzing (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Accelerated K-12 science and math-
ematics programs optionrecommen-
dation task force established.

HF3535-Lanning (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Wild Rice Watershed District flood
hazard prevention study money
appropriated.

HF3536-Ruth (R)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Hair braiding registration required.

HF3537-Zellers (R)

Taxes

Tobacco product health impact fee
and excise tax equalized and fee ap-

plication on other tobacco products
clarified.
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HF3538-Otremba (DFL)
Health Policy & Finance
Crib safety requirements modified.

HF3539-Demmer (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Outdoor fireworks displays by
individuals regulated.

HF3540-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Career offender sentencing law
modified, patterned offender sen-
tencing law recodified and Blakely
hearing provision sunset provision
removed.

HF3541-Westrom (R)

Regulated Industries

Public Utilities Commission re-
ports regarding heating customers
required.

HF3542-Westrom (R)

Regulated Industries

Gas utility service reconnection plan
preparation and implementation
required.

HF3543-Eastlund (R)

Education Finance

Special education fiscal agent inclu-
sion in the list of cooperative special
education service providers eligible
for a waiver provided.

HF3544-Penas (R)

Transportation Finance

Roseau County; radio tower trunk
highway bond sale authorized and
money appropriated.

HF3545-Westrom (R)

Education Finance

Alexandria Technical College bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3546-Penas (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Beef cattle diagnostic team pilot
project established and money
appropriated.

HF3547-Severson (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Central Minnesota science initiative
project bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3548-Clark (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
MinnesotaAmericanIndiantribeand
community contributioninstruction
integration into student learning,
teacher preparation and licensing
requirements required.

HF3549-Ellison (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Minneapolis liquor license issuance
to Minnesota Book and Literary Arts
Building, Inc. authorized.

HF3550-Garofalo (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Farmington; sewer and water infra-
structure bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3551-Howes (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Overtime regulated for certain
nurses.

HF3552-Kohls (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Biotechnologyand medical genomics
research money appropriated.

HF3553-Davnie (DFL)

Taxes

Tax-forfeitedland assessment cancel-
lations regulated.

HF3554-Vandeveer (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Centerville;undevelopedlandacqui-
sition from St. Paul Board of Water
Commissioners authorized for lake
access preservation.

HF3555-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Governmental unit definition modi-
fied relating to nonprofit commu-
nity health clinics providing family
planning services.

HF3556-Powell (R)

Transportation Finance

1-35W BusRapid Transitbondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF3557-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Personal care assistant documenta-
tion and reporting requirement
implementation delayed.

HF3558-Goodwin (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Statutory housing warranties regu-
lated and legislative intent clarified.

HF3559-Goodwin (DFL)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Statutory housing warranties
regulated and modified.

HF3560-Goodwin (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Pharmacistrefusal todispenselegend
drugs prohibited and disciplinary
action provided.

HF3561-Severson (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Biotechnologyandhealthsciencesin-
dustry zone designation authorized.

HF3562-Nelson, P. (R)
Transportation Finance

Income tax credit provided for con-
version of vehicle to operate using
alternative fuels.

HF3563-Nelson, P. (R)
Transportation Finance
Alternative fuel vehicle usage sub-
traction from federal taxable income
authorized.

HF3564-Emmer (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Medical Assistance special transpor-
tationservicescriteriaspecified, reim-
bursementratesincreased and broker
or coordinator usage prohibited.

HF3565-Eastlund (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Inmatehealth caredecisionmakingby
Department of Corrections medical
director authorized in certain cases.

HF3566-Clark (DFL)
Transportation

Tribal identification card usage
governance provided.

HF3567-Olson (R)

Transportation

Transit mode analysis required
prior to approval of Central Corridor
transitway.

HF3568-Jaros (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

State living wage established, tax
penaltyimposed on certainemployers
and tax proceeds appropriated.

HF3569-Simon (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Judicial candidate contributionlimits
provided.

HF3570-Welti (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
Integration revenue school district
process modified, integration ac-
tivities emphasized and plans and
assistance required

HF3571-Koenen (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Heritage trails bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3572-Entenza (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Bomb squad reimbursement for out-
of-area calls for assistance increased
and money appropriated.

HF3573-Davnie (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Blighted housing rehabilitation pro-
gram created and possession or own-
ership transfer of nuisance properties
to nonprofit housing organizations
provided.
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HF3574-Sailer (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 38,
Red Lake, school construction costs
and related improvements bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3575-Lesch (DFL)

Taxes

Foreign service members income tax
subtraction authorized.

HF3576-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative procedure and meeting
time modifications provided, per di-
em payments during special sessions
called due to failure of Legislature to
pass major budget bills prohibited.

HF3577-Kelliher (DFL)

Education Finance

Program growth factor for regular
special education added and aid
increased.

HF3578-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Physician pilot project to encourage
Minnesota licensure for foreign-
trained physicians established and
money appropriated.

Thursday, March 16

HF3579-Cybart (R)

Transportation Finance

Cedar Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
Corridor bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3580-Sykora (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Pre-kindergarten through grade 12
education financing provided, al-
ternative teacher training provided,
early childhood Part C services ex-
panded, intensive Englishinstruction
provided for refugees and money
appropriated.

HF3581-Smith (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Public Employees Retirement Asso-
ciation post-sentencing officers and
emergencydispatchersretirementplan
created and money appropriated.

HF3582-Klinzing (R)

Education Finance

Student assessment and achievement
evaluation money appropriated.

HF3583-Dempsey (R)

Regulated Industries
Bedandbreakfastfacilityon-salewine
licenseterms modifiedand consump-
tion provisions authorized.
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HF3584-Nelson, P. (R)
Transportation

Combat wounded veterans spe-
cial license plate cost exemption
provided.

HF3585-Smith (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Child support and maintenance
provisions modified.

HF3586-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Domestic abuse foreign protective
order enforcement provided.

HF3587-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

President, Congress and United
States Postal Service memorialized
by resolution to maintain current
levels of service.

HF3588-Gunther (R)

Regulated Industries
Faribault County; wind turbine facil-
ity reclassified to avoid violation of
exclusive service territory law.

HF3589-Hansen (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Public utility residential heating cus-
tomer protections provided.

HF3590-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Pharmacy payment reform advisory
committee established, study pro-
vided and report required.

HF3591-Finstad (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Human services commissioner con-
tractwith Medicare-approved special
needs plans authorized to provide
services to persons with disabilities.

HF3592-Olson (R)

Taxes

Electric and transmission pipeline
utility valuation rules effective dates
prescribed.

HF3593-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Prevailing wage determination
method modified and occupational
employmentstatistics benefitssurvey
required

HF3594-Dempsey (R)
Transportation

Great River Road property transpor-
tation bonds authorized and money
appropriated..

HF3595-Seifert (R)

Transportation

Historic site directional sign place-
mentonhighwaysrequiredin certain
cases.

HF3596-Lillie (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax statement mailing date
advanced.

HF3597-Soderstrom (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Time frames under which an un-
harmed newborn may be left at a
hospital specified and search for
relatives prohibited.

HF3598-Cox (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State department construction con-
tracts regulated.

HF3599-Meslow (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Socio-emotional early childhood
screening provided.

HF3600-Loeffler (DFL)

State Government Finance

State Capitol and Ford Building
bonds issued and restoration money
appropriated.

HF3601-Clark (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Landlords prohibited from prevent-
ing tenants from posting campaign
material in residence windows.

HF3602-Loeffler (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

National Guard and other veteran’s
assistancerelatingto healthscreening
anduraniumexposurehealthservices
provided.

HF3603-Krinkie (R)

Taxes

Internal Revenue Code and marriage
penalty provision conformity pro-
vided, dairyoperationandcitizenship
expenditure tax credits provided,
sales-only apportionment phase-in
accelerated and other taxation provi-
sions clarified.

HF3604-Koenen (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Conciliation court with jurisdiction
todetermine certain fraudulentbank
transactions provided.

HF3605-Tingelstad (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Legislative Commission on Minne-
sota Resources money appropriated.

HF3606-Koenen (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Granite Falls; Burlington Northern
Depotrenovationandrelocationbonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3607-Bradley (R)

Higher Education Finance
Rochester; University of Minnesota
branch campusestablishedand money
appropriated.

HF3608-Pelowski (DFL)

Education Finance

Winona State Universitybondsissued
and money appropriated.

HF3609-Abeler (R)
Health Policy & Finance
Background study provisions modified.

HF3610-McNamara (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Boiler inspection accredited agency
submission of reports required and
inspection exemptions by Division
of Boiler Inspection provided.

HF3611-Samuelson (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

New Brighton; methane treatment
facility bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3612-McNamara (R)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Wind energy and other prior natural
resource appropriations modified.

HF3613-McNamara (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Hastings; hydroelectric plant federal
matching grant acquisition money
appropriated.

HF3614-Penas (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
All-terrain vehicle regulation modi-
fied and classifications created.

HF3615-Peppin (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Group residential pilot project
established.

HF3616-Atkins (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Eveleth police service and fire plan
service credit purchase authorized.

HF3617-Ruth (R)

Taxes

Income tax subtraction for certain
military pensions authorized.

HF3618-Finstad (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Human services departmental, com-
missioner and related entities techni-
cal changes provided.

HF3619-Bradley (R)

Ways & Means

State government appropriations
modified, studies and reports
required and penalties provided.
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HF3620-Dean (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Secured treatment facilities policies
modified, contraband possession
criminal penalties provided, service
contractentranceauthorized, custody
escape provisions modified and sen-
tencing provisions established.

HF3621-Hackbarth (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Minnesota Shooting Sports Educa-
tion Center funding provided and
money appropriated.

HF3622-Ellison (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Lead risk assessment Medical
Assistance coverage provided.

HF3623-Meslow (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Earlychildhoodand familyeducation
funding provided, Head Start funds
allocated, kindergarten readiness
pilot program provided, grants pro-
vided and money appropriated.

HF3624-Nornes (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Boxing board reestablished and
money appropriated.

HF3625-Peppin (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
Publicemployeeinsurance provisions
modified and money appropriated.

HF3626-Finstad (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Certified psychiatric nurse practi-
tioner services Medical Assistance
coverage provided.

HF3627-Blaine (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Motor vehicle lemon law expanded
to protect small businesses.

HF3628-Sailer (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 138,
Red Lake, emergency aid appropria-
tion increased.

HF3629-Davids (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Eminent domain public use defini-
tion provided, loss of going concern
provided for and attorney fees
regulated.

HF3630-Emmer (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Children’s mental health grants
provided; mental health service de-
livery and finance reform provided;
and mental health case management,
rates and general assistance medical
care coverages modified.
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HF3631-Hornstein (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections
Condominium conversions
regulated.

HF3632-Ellison (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Voting and registration; residency
documentation clarified, absentee
balloting provisions modified, trans-
lation of voting materials required,
notice of civil rights restoration
required and voting assistance for
inmates provided.

HF3633-Fritz (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Faribault; Paradise Center for the
Arts funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3634-Gazelka (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Brainerd Regional Treatment Cen-
ter surplus state land conveyance
authorized.

HF3635-Brod (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Campaign Finance and Public Dis-
closure Boardregulated, membership
requirements and staffing authority
modified and money appropriated.

HF3636-Hilstrom (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Coroner and medical examiner pro-
visions modified and updated, and
criminal penalties imposed.

HF3637-Holberg (R)
Transportation

Metropolitan special transportation
service requirements regulation
provided.

HF3638-Sertich (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Greater Minnesota Business
Development Investments program
provided and money appropriated.

HF3639-Lanning (R)
Civil Law & Elections

Voter residency documentation
clarified.

HF3640-Olson (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislature; subgroups prohibited
from controllinglegislative decision-
makingprocess, distribution of pow-
ersrequired, full house participation
infinal decisionsrequiredand consti-
tutional amendment proposed.

HF3641-Cox (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Construction code inspectors compe-
tency criteria requirements provided.

HF3642-Peterson, S. (DFL)

Taxes

Senior and disabled claimants prop-
erty tax refund exemption amount
increased.

HF3643-Hortman (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Olympics bid task force created.

HF3644-Peterson, S. (DFL)

Taxes

Federal marriage penalty relief
conformity provided.

HF3645-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Missing persons; Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension required to reduce
records backlog for missing persons
and unidentified bodies cases, re-
sponsibilities clarified, model policy
relating to missing adults required
and money appropriated.

HF3646-Erhardt (R)
Transportation

Disabled veterans special license
plates authorized.

HF3647-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Driving while impaired provisions
expanded to include any drug or its
metabolite and clarifying language
provided.

HF3648-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Death scene investigations and
identification reporting procedures
provided.

HF3649-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Privacy requirements prohibited
that prevent law enforcement agen-
cies from sharing crime scene
photographs.

HF3650-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Expungement of photographs of
adjudicated delinquents prohibited.

HF3651-Hortman (DFL)

Taxes

Dentistry material purchases tax
credit provided.

HF3652-Hilstrom (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
International baccalaureate pilot
program provided across all grades
of a school district and money
appropriated.

HF3653-Newman (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Board on Judicial Standards funding
provided and money appropriated.

HF3654-Knoblach (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Online learning providers required
to include notice of state academic
and testing requirements on course
information memorandum, and
online learning aid for nonresident
students calculated asactual costand
administrative fees.

HF3655-Slawik (DFL)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Boxing commission established and
money appropriated.

HF3656-Tingelstad (R)
Transportation

Railroad right-of-way contracting for
use as commuter rail authorized.

HF3657-Holberg (R)
Transportation Finance

Highway funding provided, trunk
highway motor vehicle sales tax col-
lectionaccountestablished, proceeds
allocated, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

Where to find
information

Senate

Information Office
231 State Capitol (651) 296-0504
or 1-800-234-1112

The Senate Information
Office is responsible for all
information about the Sen-
ate, including the committee
schedule, bill status, legislator
information and the distribu-
tion of bill copies.

Senate Media Services
B-44 State Capitol
(651) 296-0264

Senate Media Services, a
bipartisan office, produces tele-
vision programs, multi-media
productions, scriptwriting, pho-
tography and graphics. It offers
live coverage of the Senate floor
sessions and some committee
hearings.

If you have Internet access,
visit the Legislature’s Web
page at:
http://www.leg.mn
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Minnesota National Guard

Year the Territorial Militia ushered in the advent of the Minnesota National Guard...... 1850

Approximate number of Minnesota National Guard members 13,000
Members activated in 2005 to support Operations Iragi Freedom,

Enduring Freedom and Noble Eagle 5,670

In 2004 1,600
Soldiers and airmen, as approximate, welcomed home last year from deployments......1,700

In 2004 3,100
Towns where the Guard is located in Minnesota 63
Hours, as approximate, volunteered by Minnesota soldiers and airmen to

local communities in 2005 42,450

In 2004 34,567
Approximate number of Minnesota soldiers in the 34th Infantry Division,

also known as the “Red Bulls” 9,300

Number of those mobilized in 2005 in support of Operation Iragi Freedom.............. 2,600

Number returning from previous deployments 1,000
Members of the 84th Troop, comprised of vital and unique specialty elements,

deployed in 2005 20

Approximate number returning from previous deployments 100
Airmen from the 148th Fighter Wing, based in Duluth, deployed in 2005,

as approximate 700

Airmen from the 133rd Airlift Wing, located at the Minneapolis-St. Paul

International Airport 500
Number of countries Minnesota National Guard members have served in

since Sept. 11, 2001 33

Approximate number of soldiers and airmen mobilized since that date............. 11,000
Deployed soldiers, as approximate, able to connect with their families via

video conference in 2005 600
State and federal man-days provided by Guard members to help support

hurricane relief efforts last year 2,653
Man-days committed for state active duty missions at the direction of

the governor in 2005 1,016

In 2004 1,195
Current and retired Minnesota Guard members that died in 2005 14

Members killed on active duty in Baghdad, Irag 3
Training man-days conducted at Camp Ripley last year 230,390

Number at first camp in 1991 104
Fiscal Year 2005 budget for Minnesota National Guard, in Millions. ... $321.3

Percent that was federally funded 95.5

Sources: Minnesota National Guard 2004 and 2005 annual reports, Minnesota National Guard

Web site

For MoORE INFORMATION

For general information, call:

House Public Information Services office
(651) 296-2146 or

1-800-657-3550

To have a copy of Session Weekly mailed to
you, subscribe online at: http://www.house.
mn/hinfo/subscribesw.asp or call

(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

Subcribe to Session Daily e-mail alerts at
http://www.house.mn/list/join.asp?listname
=sessiondaily

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:

House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For an after-hours recorded message giving
committee meeting times and agendas,
call:

Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be found
on the Web at: http://www.house.mn

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages, call:
TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch television
coverage of House committees, floor
sessions and select press conferences.

This document can be made available in alternative
formats to individuals with disabilities by calling (651)
296-2146 voice, (651) 296-9896 TTY, or

(800) 657-3550 toll free voice and TTY.
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Bridging the aisle

Bipartisan efforts look for legislative reform

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY PAUL BATTAGLIA

By Nick Busse

hen a session marked by partisan squabbling and
budget deadlock ended in a historic partial government
shutdown last year, many legislators vowed that it
would never happen again.

Some want to make sure it doesn't.

March 24, 2006

Rep. Kathy Tingelstad (R-Andover) and
Rep. Diane Loeffler (DFL-Mpls) spearhead
a bipartisan coalition looking to change the
way the Legislature does business. They say a
growing movement among both House and
Senate members is pushing for legislative
reform.

“It’s across party lines, it’s across freshmen
to senior representatives, it’s chairmen and
rank-and-file,” Loeffler says. “I think we have
a broad cross-section of people who have
shown an ongoing commitment to do our
work better and more efficiently.”

A core group of pro-reform senators and
representatives has been working together on
the issue, including participation in a two-day
legislative effectiveness forum at the University
of Minnesota’s Hubert H. Humphrey Institute
of Public Affairs in February.

The impetus for change has grown out of
last year’s highly public budget debacle. At
the height of frustrations during the summer
special session, Loeffler and Tingelstad put out
a call to fellow House members and staff for
ideas to make the Legislature more efficient.
In the fall they compiled the responses into
an Internet survey and asked House members
to rank the ideas.

According to Tingelstad, approximately
half of the House’s 134 members responded
to the survey. She said the responses were
split almost evenly between Republicans
and Democrats, and that out of some 60
ideas, 36 were generally agreed upon as good
candidates. One of the most popular was
continuing appropriations.

“It’s the most direct problem-solving tool
in making sure we don’t have a government
shutdown again,” Tingelstad says of continuing
appropriations — keeping the current state
budget in effect until a new one is passed.
This ensures that a budget deadlock in
the Legislature won’t cause a government
shutdown, as was the case last year. However,
critics warn this does not force the Legislature
to get its work done.

Other ideas covered by Loeffler and
Tingelstad’s list range from the relatively minor
— such as creating a common lunch hour for
House and Senate members to socialize with
each other and discuss policy issues — to the
fairly radical, such as creating a unicameral
(one-house) legislature like Nebraska.

First Reading continued on page 4
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First Reading continued from page 3

Don’t hold your breath on the unicameral
idea. But of the more than 20 legislative re-
form bills that have been filed so far this ses-
sion, several common themes have emerged:
continuing budget appropriations; forfeiting
legislators’ salaries and/or per diem during
special sessions; establishing more efficient
legislative schedules; and increasing commu-
nication between legislators in various ways,
such as creating training forums.

Loeffler says that some of the other,
smaller ideas have already been informally
implemented in some cases. For example,
many committees now allow their members
to choose their own seats during meetings
(thereby giving them the opportunity to get
to know members of the other party).

Tingelstad hopes to see legislation passed
this year that would put scheduling rules into
state statute. As an example, she says creating a
transitional budget and staff for newly elected
governors and then requiring a new governor
to submit his or her initiatives in early January
or February would allow legislators to get a
head start on the session.

Other legislative reform ideas that may
come up this session are many, but their
overall goal is clear.

“We’re putting other backstops in place
that should make it so that we really should
not ever have to go into special session,”
Tingelstad says.

Legislators aren’t the only state leaders
pushing for change at the Capitol.

InMarch, Gov. Tim Pawlenty announced his
“performance pay for politicians” initiative,
whereby legislators and the governor would
have to forfeit part of their salaries if they
did not pass a budget on time during odd-
numbered years of the legislative biennium.

“I think pay-for-performance is a good idea
because it links results with accountability,”
says Rep. Matt Dean (R-Dellwood), who
sponsors two separate bills supporting the
governor’s plan.

But pay-for-performance initiatives have
largely met with a mixed response from legisla-
tors. When a similar bill (HF3187) sponsored
by Rep. Joyce Peppin (R-Rogers) came before
aHouse committee on March 21, Rep. Michael
Beard (R-Shakopee) said bluntly that such bills
“annoy the living daylights out of me.”

“I wonder, in this whole mix, if we’re not
shooting ourselves right in the foot—and even
by having this discussion, if we’re not impugning
the integrity of this place,” Beard said.

Rep. Tina Liebling (DFL-Rochester) agreed,
saying pay-for-performance sent the wrong
message to the public.

“I think this sends the message, very much
like the governor’s performance-pay bill, that
people who come here work for the money.”
She added that most legislators could make a
lot more money working in the private sector.

Surprisingly, however, one of the more
dramatic proposals seems to have met with a

positive response — at least in the House.

HF2890, sponsored by Rep. Barb Sykora
(R-Excelsior), would extend House members’
terms of office from two years to four years
and stagger elections for both House and
Senate members.

DuringaMarch 21 hearing before the House
Governmental Operations and Veterans
Affairs Committee, Sykora said her bill would
allow the House to retain experienced people
“who can continue to focus on policy rather
than think about another election,” while still
providing members of each legislative district
with “an opportunity to throw someone out”
every two years.

Although some committee members
expressed reservations, suggesting that the state
has followed the national model for a reason,
others said four-year terms for representatives
is an idea whose time has come.

“It’s probably time to do this,” said Rep.
Randy Demmer (R-Hayfield). “I think the
nature of things have changed over the last six
to 10 years ... and quite frankly, I get concerned
sometimes that the House in particular doesn’t
have long-term thinking in its mind as we look
at a campaign every other year.”

The committee approved the bill, which
now goes to the House Civil Law and Elections
Committee. But even if it gets passed on the
House floor, the bill might not ultimately go
anywhere. Perhaps tellingly, it has no Senate
companion.

SILENT OBSERVANCE

Members of the House Education Finance Committee Rep. Mark Buesgens and Rep. Mindy Greiling observe amoment of silence
and reflection at 2 p.m. March 21 to honor the victims of the shootings in Red Lake one year earlier. Gov. Tim Pawlenty asked
that across the state, and particularly in schools, a moment of silence be observed at that time to show support and love for
our fellow Minnesotans at Red Lake.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
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AGRICULTURE
*

Poisonous plant awareness

When Robert Marg of rural Altura trimmed
his Japanese yew tree and threw the branches
onto a pile in his pasture, he had no idea he
would be rewarded for his landscaping efforts
with two dead dairy cows.

He later learned his cows probably ingested
only a small bit of the yew tree and that an 8-
inch piece is enough to kill a full-grown cow.

Margtold members of the House Agriculture
and Rural Development Committee March 22
that, although there was nothing on the label
when he originally purchased the tree, he
now knows “the stuff is poisonous to about
anything that will eat it, including people.”

All hisimmediate neighbors also had Japanese
yew trees growing on their farms and none of
them knew they were poisonous, although one
neighbor has since attributed the death of one of
his cows several years ago to eating from a yew
that grew near the pasture fence.

Marg’s story was in support of HF3066,
sponsored by Rep. Gene Pelowski, Jr. (DFL-
Winona). The bill would require Minnesota’s
agriculture commissioner to consult with
nursery stock growers, dealers, retailers and
other interested parties to compile a list of
appropriate procedures and display materials
for increasing public awareness at the point-
of-retail sale of nursery stock that poses toxic
hazards to livestock, pets and people.

“I'm not requesting that these plants are
totally banned or anythinglike that, I just would
like that the public be made more aware of the
poisonous plants. My loss was two cows which
were valued at over $3,000,” Marg said.

Tim Power, president of the Minnesota
Nursery and Landscape Association, said
it would be difficult to add more words to
plant labels since they are “already extremely
verbose” and that the legislation would result
in an economic disadvantage to Minnesota’s
nursery businesses.

Approved by the committee, the bill now
goes to the House floor.

A companion bill (SF3345), sponsored by
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), awaits
action in the Senate Agriculture, Veterans and
Gaming Committee.

BANKING
*

New banking facility
The House approved a bill March 20 that
would permit a new bank to open in Shamrock
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Township.
Approved 131-0, HF2709, sponsored by Rep.
Loren Solberg (DFL-Grand Rapids), awaits

MarcuH 16 - 23, 2006

$20 million for MnSCU asset preservation.
“The committee felt that was way too low,”
Nornes told the House Capital Investment
Committee March 21. “At a minimum it

action by the full Senate. Sen. Tom Saxhaug
(DFL-Grand Rapids) is the Senate sponsor.

The bill authorizes the State Bank of
McGregor, located in McGregor, to operate a
separate facility in Shamrock Township, with
approval of the commerce commissioner.

A bank that wants to open a new branch
in a township needs permission from the
Legislature. This would be the second
exemption in two years.

During a March 14 House Commerce and
Financial Institutions Committee hearing,
Rep. Greg Davids (R-Preston) asked if other
banks approved of the new facility. Jonathan
Passer, a loan officer at the bank, said there is
acredit union in town but that the next closest
bank to McGregor is 24 miles away.

The Shamrock Town Board supports the
bill.

BONDING
*

Bonding recommendations

The House Higher Education Finance
Committee recommended $486.5 million in
capital budget requests for the University of
Minnesota and Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities system March 20.

Committee Chair Rep. Bud Nornes
(R-Fergus Falls) said the committee did not
exclude any projects, but rather ranked them
based on the priority lists submitted by the
university and MnSCU.

Priorities topping the university’s list
include:

+ $80 million for asset preservation includ-
ing maintaining health and safety in
buildings, hazardous material abatement,
access improvements and air quality im-
provement;

+ $26.6 million for a Carlson School of Man-
agement expansion on the Minneapolis
campus; and

+ $15.3 million for construction of a business
and economics building on the Duluth
campus.

MnSCU’s top three requests are:
$110 million for asset preservation,
$32.9 million for a science center addition
and renovation at Minnesota State University,
Mankato; and $14 million for St. Cloud State
University’s Wick Science Building addition
and renovation.

The governor is recommending

should be equal to the university.” The
governor is recommending $40 million for
university asset preservation.

Also in the recommendations are
$15.5 million in projects that did not make
the systems’ priority lists, including a
multipurpose facility at Southwest Minnesota
State University, a university pilot biomass
energy project and a research and outreach
center in Morris that would, in part, use wind
energy to develop fertilizer.

Rep. Ron Latz (DFL-St. Louis Park), who
unsuccessfully tried to have them removed
from the recommendations, said the majority
of the additional projects were an attempt
to run around the educational institutions’
“established processes for system priorities.”
Adding them will encourage systems to
continue to add projects at the last minute,
he said.

“Some of them were late in the process as
far as getting on the list, or because of the
local private funds that are involved in at least
two or three of those projects,” and should be
taken into consideration, Nornes said.

BUDGET
*

Supplemental spending

Finance Commissioner Peggy Ingison
presented what appears to be good news
to the House Ways and Means Committee
March 20.

The supplemental budget proposed by Gov.
Tim Pawlenty calls for spending an addition
$246 million from the general fund and
$170 million from other sources, and the state
is making headway toward regaining its AAA
bond rating.

In a letter to legislative leaders, Ingison
wrote, “FY 2006-07 recommended changes
include $49 million in tax reductions, an
$8 million increase in non-tax revenues,
$102 million in ‘budget fixes,” and
$103 million in other general fund spending
for the biennium. These recommendations
provide for limited new spending for
emergency items, critical initiatives, and the
cost of the Governor’s 2006 capital budget.”

But some members of the committee
weren’t entirely pleased.

Rep. Philip Krinkie (R-Lino Lakes), for
example.
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“Ms. Ingison, can you give some idea of
what the governor’s thinking is with regard
to the Supreme Court case which is going to
be heard in about three weeks — what the
governor is planning on doing if that case is
lost and there’s a $370 million shortfall?” he
asked, referring to the litigation involving the
health impact fee enacted by the Legislature
last year.

Ingison said she believes the amount of
money that has been put into the reserves is
part of the governor’s plan to prepare for that
possibility, and that if the Legislature was still
in session and a negative decision was handed
down, he might rethink some of his spending
recommendations.

Krinkie is concerned about having to
“scramble” to balance the budget at the end
of the session.

However, Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-
Virgina) offered that the fee litigation could
end immediately if a bill were introduced that
“says it’s a tax and not a fee,” and Krinkie
agreed.

After learning that the governor is
recommending additional non-general
fund spending including $58 million from
the Health Care Access Fund to finance
infrastructure preparations for a possible
Avian flu epidemic, a mental health initiative,
the University of Minnesota/Mayo Clinic
bioscience partnership and health information
technology, Rep. Thomas Huntley (DFL-
Duluth) pointed out that the Health Care
Access Fund was intended to be spent on
providing health insurance to people who
don’t get health insurance where they work.

CHILDREN
*

Obtaining a ‘clean’ birth certificate

For parents of deceased children, a piece of
paper can be more than just any old article to
throw away. It can represent a life that once
existed.

HF3171, sponsored by Rep. Karen Klinzing
(R-Woodbury), would allow parents of
deceased children to obtain one clean copy
of their child’s birth certificate, without the
“deceased” label and date of death, up to
six years after the child was born. Only one
clean copy could be obtained and would be
electronically-tracked by the Department of
Health.

The House Health Policy and Finance
Committee approved the bill March 22
and referred it to the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee. A companion bill
(SE3092), sponsored by Sen. Betsy Wergin
(R-Princeton), awaits action by the Senate
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Health and Family Security Committee.
Klinzing said this bill offers a reprieve for

parents who often don’t have time to deal with
obtaining a birth certificate or think about it
when their child is sick.

That was the case for Jennifer Strack.

Strack’s daughter died 40 days after being
born — she had a congenital heart defect and
went though two unsuccessful open heart
surgeries. When Strack called the county
about what to do about the birth certificate
containing the word “deceased,” she was
told to simply “white out the words” and
that she should’ve gotten the birth certificate
before her daughter died. “A life, no matter
how short, is still a life,” said Strack, who
eventually got a clean copy through a personal
connection. “Isn’tit enough that their child is
gone forever?”

CONSUMERS
*

Banning the ultimate party machine

Rep. Morrie Lanning (R-Moorhead)
is concerned that if a device billed as the
ultimate party machine becomes more
prevalent, it could lead to greater incidents
of binge drinking, which he says is now an
epidemic.

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK
Rep. Morrie Lanning demonstrates a device
known as AWOL, or alcohol without liquid, that
mixes alcohol with oxygen to create a vapor that
can be inhaled.

The sponsor of HF3336, he told the House
Public Safety Policy and Finance Committee
March 22 the bill would make it illegal to use,
possess, purchase or sell a device known as
AWOL, or alcohol without liquid.

“My community has experienced two
deaths as a result of binge drinking... I think
the feeling is that if this device becomes
readily available, and if it becomes widely
used, that we are going to greatly increase the
amount of binge drinking that takes place in
our communities and our country.”

The machine mixes alcohol with oxygen
creating a vapor that can be inhaled “creating
a faster and more intense high,” said Marlene
Kjelsberg, office supervisor for the Department
of Public Safety Division of Alcohol and
Gambling Enforcement. “Inhalation may
be more likely to cause alcohol toxicity than
binge drinking because the user does not have
time to feel the effects.”

According to the manufacturer’s Web site,
when a machine is used, “Alcohol enters the
bloodstream through the lungs rather than
the stomach making AWOL low calorie and
low carbohydrate. The resulting feeling is the
same sense of well being an adult gets from
consuming alcohol in the traditional manner,
only milder.”

Lanningsaid that 12 states have banned the
sale of the device and 18 others are considering
similar legislation.

With the machineavailable over the Internet,
Rep. Mary Murphy (DFL-Hermantown) asked
how the state would go about regulating the
possession of the machine.

Kjelsberg said the individual person, not
the licensee, would be subject to the penalty,
and the investigation would be conducted like
any ordinary criminal proceeding.

The bill was laid over for possible inclusion
in the committee’s omnibus bill.

A companion bill (SE3256), sponsored by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the Senate Commerce Committee.

Privacy in vehicles

It turns out privacy is an issue on and off
the road.

HF3447, sponsored by Rep. Joyce Peppin
(R-Rogers), would provide privacy protection
for motor vehicle event recorders.

Under the bill, manufacturers must disclose
if a recorder is installed and insurance
companies would not be able to access the
data without owner approval.

Oftenlocated in the airbag compartment of
vehicles, the recorders provide data collected
just prior to crashes. It’s then used to assist
safety researchers and engineers to improve
vehicle performance.
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The House Commerce and Financial
Institutions Committee approved the bill
March 22 and referred it to the House Civil
Law and Elections Committee. It has no
Senate companion.

Rep. Diane Loeffler (DFL-Mpls) wanted to
know if insurance companies might require
recorders in their customers’ vehicles and how
that would be used.

Peppin said about two-thirds of all cars
contain recorders. “This should be private
data,” she said, adding that the bill prevents
insurance companies from obtaining
recorders and then regulating their use. She
also reiterated that the recorders aren’t the
same as black boxes on airplanes and only
record data during crashes.

Protections for seniors

Minnesota could be undertaking greater
steps to protect senior citizens from financial
exploitation.

HF2856, sponsored by Rep. Tim Wilkin
(R-Eagan), would enforce a variety of measures
against such exploitation.

For example, the bill enables seniors to report
possible financial scams by calling a toll-free
helpline established by the commissioner of
commerce. It would also allow banks, credit
unions and other financial institutions to
“initiate, communicate with, and disclose
customer records” to law enforcement agencies
in suspected financial exploitations against
customers who are senior citizens. That
information would remain confidential once
handed over to law enforcement, Wilkin said.

On March 22, the House Commerce and
Financial Institutions Committee approved
the bill and referred it to the House Civil Law
and Elections Committee. A companion bill
(SE3115), sponsored by Sen. Thomas Neuville
(R-Northfield), awaits action by the Senate
Commerce Committee.

Because citizens tend to contact the attorney
general’s office with consumer protection
issues, Rep. Diane Loeffler (DFL-Mpls) asked
if Wilkin would consider working with the
attorney general’s consumer protection
division. Wilkin said the Department of
Commerce already deals with a variety of
consumer-related issues and that it handles
financial cases that his bill addresses.

Rep. Tina Liebling (DFL-Rochester) wanted
clarification on whether the toll-free helpline
was just for seniors.

People working the helpline would likely
accept and answer most calls, said Wilkin.

Rep. Paul Gazelka (R-Brainerd) said he
thought the bill was a good idea but questioned
the cost. Wilkin said that funding amounts
hadn’t been determined, but that a fiscal note
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would be available by the time the bill reaches
the House Jobs and Economic Opportunity

Policy and Finance Committee.

CRIME
*

Child pornography sentences
Minimum sentences would be established
for people disseminating, possessing or
manufacturing child pornography, under a
bill held over for consideration by the House

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

Tim O’Malley, assistant superintendent with
the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, testi-
fies, March 16 before the House Public Safety
Policy and Finance Committee in support of a
bill that would establish minimum penalties
disseminating, possessing or manufacturing
child pornography.

Public Safety Policy and Finance Committee
for omnibus bill.

Currently, there is no minimum sentence
for child pornography offenses. As with
other offenses, the Legislature lets judges, in
the context of sentencing guidelines, decide
how to sentence an offender up to a statutory
maximum penalty.

Under HF2829, sponsored by Rep. Jeff
Johnson (R-Plymouth), someone in a position
of authority over a child, such as a coach
or teacher, and who uses the organization’s
resources to disseminate or possess child
pornography, would receive a minimum
three-year sentence. Such a person would
get a minimum of five years behind bars for
disseminating child pornography.

For anyone not in a position of authority,
possession or dissemination of child
pornography would bring a mandatory
minimum sentence of six months for first-time
offenders. Subsequent offenses, or predatory
offenders, would receive a minimum of
12 months.

“This part of the bill arose based on a
case in Moorhead, where an elementary
school social worker was found to have 26
child pornography images on his computer,
and disseminating at least one of them,”
Johnson told the committee March 16. “He
was convicted of a felony charge, but got no
jail time. It was all a stayed sentence. If he
doesn’t get in trouble in the next three years
he’s going to end up with a misdemeanor on
his record.”

Tim O’Malley, assistant superintendent
of the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension,
said that according to the National Internet
Crimes Against Children Task Force, 763 child
pornography distribution cases were reported
nationwide in 2003; a year later there were
9,700 cases.

A companion bill (SF2699), sponsored by
Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Coon Rapids), awaits
action by the Senate Crime Prevention and
Public Safety Committee.

Regulating marriage brokers

Rep. Kathy Tingelstad (R-Andover) is
concerned that some brokers of arranged
international marriages may be actually
bringing women here for prostitution; and
that others are ending up as domestic abuse
victims.

Abill she sponsors, HF2858, would regulate
international marriage brokers by requiring
them to supply certain information to the
women they are bringing to the state.

While there are reputable international
marriage brokers, there are others that are
acting outside of the law, Ilean Her, executive
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director of the Council on Asian-Pacific
Minnesotans told the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee March 20. Many of the
domestic abuse cases that organization deals
with involve women who have been brought
to the United States as mail-order brides,
she said. “Sometimes these women are also
violated sexually in that they are prostituted
out because the husbands have total control
over these women.”

Under the bill, before a client could receive a
visa application for a foreign fiancé or fiancée,
the marriage broker would need to have the
client’s criminal and marital history. That
information would be provided to the recruit
in their native language.

Rep. Chris DeLaForest (R-Andover)
said it sounds like the brokers are acting as
“international pimps,” and suggested that
instead of regulating the industry, it should
be outlawed.

“Idon’t see ordering a bride like you would
order alawnmower over the Internet is really
conducive to what we would all consider to
be a marriage. Why not just outlaw the darn
thing instead of throwing so many regulations
onit?”

The bill was approved and sent to the House
Public Safety Policy and Finance Commiittee.
A companion bill (SF2575), sponsored by Sen.
Sandy Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), awaits action by
the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Meth education

Abill aiming to reduce a statewide problem
would educate methamphetamine offenders
on the dangers of the drug.

HF2147, sponsored by Rep. Judy Soderstrom
(R-Mora), would require the health commis-
sioner to develop methamphetamine educa-
tion materials. It would also require sheriffs to
provide such information to meth offenders in
county jails. The education materials would be
offered at least once a week through videos and
handouts to those serving time for manufactur-
ing, selling or possessing meth.

The House Health Policy and Finance
Committee approved the bill March 22
and referred it to the House Commerce
and Financial Institutions Committee. A
companion bill (SF2127), sponsored by Sen.
Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), awaits action
by the Senate Crime Prevention and Public
Safety Committee.

Three young testifiers said they never
received any meth education from sheriffs,
and Paul Anderson said the time he spent
incarcerated only taught him how to better
feed his meth addiction. All three agreed that
some form of education could have made a
difference in their lives.
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Methamphetamine erodes brain cells,
damages the nervous system and causes dental
damage that can result in lost teeth.

Steve Borchardt, the Minnesota Sheriff’s
Association legislative committee chair,
said that although the bill’s sentiments are
good, there were unfunded mandates that
not all smaller county jails would have the
time or resources to meet. Rep. Fran Bradley
(R-Rochester) had similar feelings and said
the bill’s “language is quite prescriptive.”

But Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-Columbia
Heights) said education is an important step
in controlling the widespread meth problem
in Minnesota,

Rep. Char Samuelson (R-New Brighton)
agreed. “Anything we can do to get information
into people’s hands, the better. And it’s
certainly a lot better than doing nothing.”

Victim notification

Victims of criminal sexual misconduct may
be given notification if charges are not filed
against a defendant.

HF3415, sponsored by Rep. Doug Meslow
(R-White Bear Lake), was approved March 21
by the House Public Safety Policy and Finance
Committee and referred to the House Civil
Law and Elections Committee. A companion
bill (SF3102), sponsored by Sen. Thomas
Neuville (R-Northfield), awaits action by the
Senate Crime Prevention and Public Safety
Committee.

“This simply broadens the umbrella of a
very sensible law that is out there right now,”
Meslow said.

A prosecutor must now make every
reasonable effort to notify a victim if the
prosecutor opts to decline prosecution or
if the charges are dismissed in domestic
abuse cases, he said. This bill expands that to
criminal sexual assault cases.

“We don’t want to have victims waiting
around, wondering why a case hasn’t been
called, wondering if the case has been resolved,
wondering why they haven’t heard anything
about the case,” he said. “That victim, if the
case is not prosecuted, may choose to take
some actions on her own or his own.” For
example, a domestic assault victim may seek
an Order for Protection or take action in
family court.

“We have experience talking and working
with victims who have been left not knowing
what was happening in their case. This just
allows prosecutors to take that step to alleviate
that burden on the victim, to let them know
that they decided to decline prosecution, why
they declined, and that the prosecutor informs
them of their option for a restraining order,
which could be very helpful to the victim at

that time,” said Paula Weber, director of the
Office of Justice Programs Division in the
Department of Public Safety.

DEVELOPMENT
*

Vikings stadium proposed

Officials from Anoka County and the
Minnesota Vikings made their latest pitch
for a new football stadium and entertainment
complex in Blaine.

HF2294, sponsored by Rep. Andy
Westerberg (R-Blaine), would create an
Anoka County-Blaine Stadium Authority to
construct and operate the development, which
would include the stadium, a corporate office
complex, hotel and conference center, medical
facility, “Northern Lights” retail center and
a preserved wetland area with pedestrian
trails.

The House Governmental Operations
and Veterans Affairs Committee held an
informational hearing on the bill March 17,
but took no action. A companion bill (SF2061),
sponsored by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
awaits action in the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

The proposal asks the state to issue
$115 million in bonds to help build the
stadium, and also requests that it speed up

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Lester Bagley, Minnesota Vikings vice president
of public affairs/stadium development, explains
the “Northern Lights” development project in
Blaine, which would include a new stadium for
the Vikings, during a March 17 informational
hearing by the House Governmental Operations
and Veterans Affairs Committee.
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already-planned improvements to roads and
highways in the area, which could also be paid
for with project-generated revenues.

Anoka County Governmental Services
Division Manager Steve Novak said that
voting on the bill would be difficult and
controversial, but it would be the right
decision in the long run.

“Stadiums are never fun to vote on. Big
projectsare never fun to vote on. Butit turns out,
if you look to history, they end up being pretty
important to our economy,” Novak said.

David Murphy, a partner with Kansas
City-based Crawford Architects, testified
that the project would create 4,000 temporary
construction jobs; 9,000 permanent, full-time
jobs after construction; and approximately
$14 million per year in sales tax revenue for
the state.

Rep. Denny McNamara (R-Hastings) raised
concerns that Vikings owner Zygi Wilf and
local officials planned to use eminent domain
to acquire some of the properties currently
occupying the proposed development site.

“You're keeping the threat open to take
private property to give from one private
property owner to another, and you have
made it public that the city and the county
have kept that option open,” McNamara told
Novak. “T’ll tell you, I don’t agree with that.”

Novak said that neither the county, nor
the city plan to use eminent domain, but he
acknowledged the option exists.

Vikings fan Larry Spooner of Plymouth
implored the committee to approve the
stadium proposal.

“As Vikings fans,” Spooner said, “We’re
really excited about the project that’s in front
of us. We really feel that this is a solution to a
major problem that we’ve had in this state for
years.”

EDUCATION
*

Splitting school districts

As Minnesota’s rural population decreased
in the late-1970s and early-1980s, the
Legislature consolidated school districts.
Now, as the Twin Cities metropolitan area
expands and growth pressure is on outlying
districts, some legislators are saying it is time
to divide large districts into smaller ones.

HF3237, sponsored by Rep. Joyce Peppin
(R-Rogers), deals specifically with the Elk
River School District. It proposes that voters
be asked at the November general election if
the school district should be split into two.

After initially being defeated 15-11 by
the House Education Policy and Reform

Committee March 21, Rep. Jim Abeler
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(R-Anoka) successfully made a motion to have
it reconsidered to see if members wanted to
further discuss potential district splits. The
bill was then tabled.

Peppin said a growing body of evidence
shows there are “significant advantages” to
smaller districts, between 5,000 and 10,000
students. The Elk River district is the 10th
largest in the state with 11,000 students
and is expected to nearly double in the next
10 years.

Even though the metropolitan area has seen
tremendous growth, Peppin said, no district
has ever been split, and district configuration
has not changed in 40 years.

“We’re going to have this issue in lots of
different areas. I think this is a good time to
look at it. I think this is a good district to do
it with,” she said.

Questions were raised about possibly
creating a disparity pitting the more property-
rich part of a district against the property-
poor.

“My fear is that through these elections,
the wealthier, faster growing part of the
community could vote the other part of
the district off the island,” said Rep. Paul
Marquart (DFL-Dilworth).

He called this a local fight that is being
brought to the state level.

Although the bill only deals with Elk River,
members were concerned it won’t be the
first.

“Is this going to foster a whole bunch of
other districts coming with their own separate
requests to form different school districts?”
said Rep. Lynn Wardlow (R-Eagan).

A companion bill (SF2894), sponsored by
Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple Grove), awaits
action in the Senate Education Committee.

Teacher suspensions

A teacher charged with a felony could be
suspended without pay in all Minnesota
school districts, under a bill approved
March 16 by the House Education Policy and
Reform Committee.

Currently, only school districts in
Minneapolis, Duluth and St. Paul are allowed
to suspend a teacher without pay. Other
districts are authorized to immediately
discharge a teacher convicted of a felony after
concluding a disciplinary hearing. However,
in recent years, people in these districts have
become incensed that teachers who have been
charged with child pornography and other
felonies enjoy full-pay while they wait months
for a disciplinary hearing.

Sponsored by Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano),
HF3178, as of press time, was scheduled to
be heard March 23 in the House Civil Law

and Elections Committee. It has no Senate
companion.

“It’s amazing that we’re inconsistent
on this issue,” said Rep. Karen Klinzing
(R-Woodbury). “But the whole concept that
we can suspend pay and issue a consequence
simply because someone is charged with a
crime is very scary to me, because we’ve seen
many a person charged in the news lately and
their name has been completely raked through
the mud only for them to be found innocent
a year or so later, and we never heard about
their innocence. ... I wish we would level the
playing field by going the other way, and not
be able to assume the guilt first.”

The bill would require the district to
refund the pay of a teacher who is not
penalized, suspended or discharged, after the
disciplinary hearing is concluded.

“If the school board is following the law
there should be no claim for damages,”
Emmer said.

ELECTIONS
*

Pandemic effects on elections

The probability of a pandemic and its effect
on the election process is the rationale behind
HF3569, sponsored by Rep. Jean Wagenius
(DFL-Mpls).

“This is probably the first bill that asks us
to deal with the practical problems of dealing
with a pandemic,” she told the House Civil
Law and Elections Committee March 22.

The bill expands the conditions under
which a person could vote absentee to include
a quarantine order from the governor that
asks people to avoid public places because of
bioterrorism or a threat to public health.

Rep. Chris DeLaForest (R-Andover)
questioned if this would apply to everyone
in a precinct, even those precincts that are
large and rural. “I understand the intent, but
I think the language at least raises questions
about what are we creating here in terms of
obligations and coordination.”

Wagenius countered, “I did not try to meet
every contingency out there. ... I do hope this
begins the conversation that I hear starting
right now.” She said these preparations are
important and should be done in a bipartisan
way.

The bill was approved by the committee and
now awaits action on the House floor.

A companion bill (§F2737), sponsored by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the Senate Elections Committee.
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No campaigning at schools

School districts could be required to adopt
and implement a policy that prohibits school
employees from using district funds and
resources to pass, elect or defeat a political
candidate or other ballot question, such as a
referendum, under HF1948.

“The principle is that school time and
resources should not be used for lobbying
purposes and it doesn’t belong in our school
environment,” Rep. Mary Liz Holberg (R-
Lakeville), the sponsor of HF1948, told the
House Civil Law and Elections Committee
March 20. The resources would include
employee time, materials, equipment and
facility technology.

Approved by the committee, it now
goes to the House floor. It has no Senate
companion.

Charlie Kyte, executive director
of the Minnesota Association of School
Administrators, said the bill is on the right
track. However, he said that when a school
district is asking for a referendum on a
bond issue or for a levy to raise money for
programming, it is part of a superintendent’s
job to make the case to the community. “We
are nervous about a statute that directs policy
to take the ability away from the people
charged by the board to make that case for
education.”

The policy would not apply when an
employee disseminates factual information
about a political question as required by their
job responsibilities.

The Lakeville School District, in Holberg’s
district, developed such a policy in 1997
after volatile campaigns caused a negative
atmosphere in the schools and disengaged the
voters.

Contribution limits for judges
A bill placing limits on how much money a
district courtjudicial candidate could receive
from an individual or political committee was
tabled by the House Civil Law and Elections

their positions on certain legal issues.

Simon had brought someone to testify for the
bill, but Rep. Jeff Johnson (R-Plymouth), the
committee chair, said he had told some who did
notlike the bill that he would not be taking any
testimony, and that “I would just lay it over. So
that puts me in a bad position. So, if we could
avoid that, I would appreciate it.”

Acknowledging the process, Simon said that
the contribution limits may be problematic for
some and he is willing to discuss any changes
necessary.

A companion bill (SF3351), sponsored by
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-St. Peter), awaits

action by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Moving primary to August

There are about eight weeks between the
state primary and the November general
election. That short turnaround time, election
officials say, makes the logistics of some ballot
preparation and counting difficult. But would
voter turnout be even less than it already is if the
state primary election is moved to August?

That was the question before the House
Civil Law and Elections Committee March 20
as members discussed HEF2862. The bill was
approved and now awaits action by the full
House.

Sponsored by Rep. Laura Brod (R-New
Prague), the bill would move the state primary

A companion bill (SE3364), sponsored by
Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the Senate Elections Committee.

Staggered terms

A bill calling for staggered state senators’
terms was passed by the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee March 20.

It now goes to the full House.

The change sought in HF333, sponsored
by Rep. Laura Brod (R-New Prague), would
require an amendment to the constitution,
and her bill asks that the question be placed
on the 2006 general election ballot.

Under current law, House members are
elected every two years, and senators are
elected to four-year terms in years ending with
2 and 6, such as 2002 and 2006, and two-year
terms in years ending in 0, such as 2000.

Under the bill, following the next
redistricting in 2012, senators elected from
odd-numbered districts would serve terms
of two years, four years and four years each
decade. Senators elected from even-numbered
districts would serve a pattern of four years,
four years and two years. This would result
in one-half of the Senate up for election every
two years and all senators on the ballot in the
election following redistricting.

A companion bill (SF425), sponsored by
Sen. Geoff Michel (R-Edina), awaits action

date to the second Tuesday in August rather
than the current first Tuesday after the second
Monday in September, beginning with the
2008 primary.

Jim Hansen, intergovernmental relations
director for the Secretary of State’s office, said
thereis only a 30-day turnaround for absentee
ballots coming from military voters making
itdifficult to ensure that all primary votes are
counted. He added that a change would also
make it easier for election officials to prepare
ballots for the general election resulting from
the primary. “There is a very short, tight
window,” he said.

Rep. Pete Nelson (R-Lindstrom) is

Committee March 22.

Sponsored by Rep. Steve Simon (DFL-St.
Louis Park), HF3569 would place the same
contribution limits on judicial candidates as
are currently in place for House and Senate
candidates.

“There is a giant loophole in our campaign
finance laws,” Simon said. “There is currently
no contribution limit for judge races, meaning
that anyone who had $1 million could give it
to a judge candidate.”

He said this bill is important because,
this year, judges will be able to seek and
accept partisan endorsements, campaign
contributions and they will be able to announce
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concerned that an August primary would
result in even fewer people going to the polls.
He said that people are still on vacation in
August, and they do not get back into their
normal routines until after school starts.

Rep. Bill Hilty (DFL-Finlayson) said
that new ballot tabulating machines will
be in place throughout the state as part of
the Help America Vote Act. They will need
programming adjustments for each election,
and election officials have told him they are
concerned with the amount of time it will
take to accomplish the task. “The additional
time is something that election officials would
greatly appreciate.”

by the Senate Elections Committee.

EMPLOYMENT
*

Which wage will prevail?

Take your pick: mean, median or mode.

Minnesota uses a modal calculation when
it comes to establishing wages, but that could
change.

HF3593, sponsored by Rep. Bob Gunther
(R-Fairmont), would change Minnesota’s
practice of using modal calculation — or
the wage being paid to the largest number of
workers — to determine prevailing wage rates
to that of median calculation for “workers
in the same field within the same area.”
Determining the median, or average, would
also be based on wage statistics published
in the Occupational Employment Statistics
survey by the Department of Employment
and Economic Development instead of the
Department of Labor and Industry.

After discussing the bill March 22, the
House Jobs and Economic Opportunity
Policy and Finance Committee held it over for
possible inclusion in its omnibus bill. There
is no Senate companion.

Lynn Reed, Minnesota Taxpayers
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Association executive director, presented
his organization’s study on prevailing wage
rates in Minnesota. He said the state’s current
modal calculation — California is the only
other state using the same method — means
there are less funds available for other state
programs because wages are higher than
necessary.

But Rep. Nora Slawik (DFL-Maplewood)
questioned why the study didn’t reference
actual statistics. Reed said the organization
was making an educated guess and wanted
the study to jumpstart more talks between
those supporting and opposing the bill.

Nancy Jones, vice president of Bloomington-
based Les Jones Roofing, supports the bill
despite the lack of raw numbers. Besides
providing insurance and benefits to her
employees, they have to be paid high wages,
Jones said.

However, Dick Anfang, Minnesota State
Building and Construction Trades Council
president, said high wages attract much
needed workers to the construction field as
more baby boomers retire in the coming years.
“Thisbill isa wolfin sheep’s clothing,” Anfang
said.

GOVERNMENT
*

Green light for Capitol renovation

The State Capitol and Ford Building could
undergo much-needed renovations, if a bill
approved by a House committee March 21
becomes law.

HF3600, sponsored by Rep. Diane Loeffler
(DFL-Mpls), allocates more than $16.5
million in bond proceeds — $3.18 million to
restore the east wing and dome of the State
Capitol and $13.4 million to renovate the
now-dormant Ford Building.

The House State Government Finance
Committee approved it as a stand-alone bill
and referred it to the House Capital Investment
Committee. A companion, SF3377, sponsored
by Sen. Sandy Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), awaits
action in the Senate Finance Committee.

Loeffler said making the Capitol renovation
simultaneous with the Ford Building
renovation allows the state to save general
fund dollars. During the renovation of the
Capitol’s east wing, she said, Senate members
and staff could be housed in the nearby Ford
Building, making for a smooth transition.

According to Loeffler, the renovation
plans call for a “phased approach.” The first
phase would include the design work for the
east wing as well as the dome renovation;
the second phase would include the actual
renovation of the east wing interior.
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Funding the east wing renovation will
require a separate bonding request from the
Legislature in 2007.

Loeffler said plans for the Ford Building
might include moveable walls, at least during
the transitional phase, to make the building a
more flexible space to accommodate the needs
of the Senate.

She hopes the project will be completed
in time for the 2008 state sesquicentennial
celebration.

Disposing of private data

Government entities should do a better
job of keeping the private data they have
collected from falling into the wrong hands.
HF1888, sponsored by House Minority Leader
Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul), would require
government to do a better job of managing
and purging its data.

He cited an example of driver’s license data
being hauled off by a recycler to a field in
Wisconsin and left to blow around, available
to anyone.

According to the bill, when confidential

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
Nancy Stark, executive secretary of the Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board, answers
a question about the restoration proposal for the State Capitol during the March 21 House State
Government Finance Committee meeting.

or private data is being disposed of, it should
be destroyed in a way that prevents anyone
from learning its contents. It also calls for
the commissioner of administration to
administer a record management program.
Local government units would also be
asked to cooperate with the commissioner
in establishing record management
procedures.

A letter to the committee from Shamus
O’Meara, chair of the Minnesota Governors’
Council on Developmental Disabilities,
points out that this legislation, if enacted,
could open up job opportunities for those
with developmental disabilities “whose skills
could be utilized in positions related to the
shredding and disposal of documents.”

The bill was approved March 22 by the
House Civil Law and Elections Committee
and now moves to the House Commerce
and Financial Institutions Committee. A
companion bill SF1779, sponsored by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), awaits action

by the Senate Judiciary Committee.
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HEALTH
*

Maple Grove hospital
A new hospital is closer to
construction in a northwestern
by Twin Cities metropolitan area
the suburb.
g(:(ve*rrlor Gov. Tim Pawlenty signed
into law March 22 legislation
allowing for a new 300-bed facility to be built
in Maple Grove as a partnership between
North Memorial Health Care and Fairview
Health Services.

The law, 18 months in the making, grants
an exception to a moratorium that has been
in place since 1984 on hospital construction
or modification. Eighteen exceptions have
previously been granted.

Separate bills were passed last year by
the House and Senate, but a conference
committee called to work out the details such
as the number of beds and the services that
will be provided, which will include surgical,
orthopedic, pediatric and mental health
services, did not meet. New conferees were
appointed this year to complete the work.

The facility will be built near the intersection
of Interstate 94 and the future Highway 610.
It is expected to be completed by Dec. 31,
2009.

Rep. Kurt Zellers (R-Maple Grove) and
Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple Grove) are
the sponsors.

HF1915*/SF1840/CH172

Signed

Lifting layaway status

Nursing home beds once tucked away under
a state statute could again be used for senior
care facilities.

Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka) is sponsoring
HF1203, which would allow beds placed
on layaway status to be used in approved
projects. On March 16, the House Health
Policy and Finance Committee held the bill
over for possible inclusion in its omnibus bill.
A companion bill (SF1079), sponsored by Sen.
Leo Foley (DFL-Coon Rapids), awaits action
by the Senate Finance Committee.

According to state statute, a moratorium
on the number of permissible nursing home
beds is in place “to control nursing home
expenditure growth and enable the state to
meet the needs of its elderly by providing
high quality services in the most appropriate
manner along a continuum of care.”

The bill allows Crest View Lutheran Home
to add up to 60 beds in a nursing facility in
Ramsey. After the beds are relicensed and
recertified, a new nursing facility located on a
long-term care campus that provides a variety
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of services for senior citizens will house the
beds.

Mark Pederson, a Guardian Angels Care
Center administrator, said there are already
465 beds in facilities along the Highway 10
corridor. He said adding more beds would
be a financial hardship for current providers
in the area. The number of beds that would
be added is unknown because, he said, the
number keeps changing. “The Department
of Human Services did issue a report back in
2003...that Minnesota will have an adequate
supply of beds to meet the demand until at
least 2015,” said Pederson. “This is 2006. Do
we need more beds today?”

Abeler said that more beds could be used
to serve a new population. He also clarified
for Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-Columbia
Heights) that the department would still have
to approve the additional beds.

Therapy time

Physical therapists may see more of their
patients if a bill permitting self-directed care
passes this session.

HF854, sponsored by Rep. Brad Finstad
(R-New Ulm), would eliminate physical
therapy time limit prohibitions. The Licensing
Subcommittee of the House Health Policy
and Finance Committee approved the bill on
March 20 and referred it to the full committee.
A companion bill (SF637), sponsored by
Sen. Yvonne Prettner Solon (DFL-Duluth),
awaits action by the Senate Health and Family
Security Committee.

Currently, patients seeking care from
a physical therapist beyond 30 days need
a physician’s permission. Alan Schultz, a
marathon runner, said his recovery from an
injury was slowed down because of current
law. Dr. William Roberts, a physician at the
University of Minnesota, said the bill would
not only help those like Schultz but would also
be cost-efficient and effective, too.

David Thorson, a Minnesota Medical
Association member, however, said physical
therapists are well-trained but they aren’t
allowed by law to make a diagnosis. Thorson
had a patient, who was a soccer player,
complaining about thigh pain and requested
referral to a physical therapist. But tests
showed a calcified mass in the patient’s thigh
that was then taken out. “I feel we need to
continue to have some control over access to
physical therapy,” Thorson said.

Another opponent, Marty Caron, said that
despite his reservations he would welcome
collaborating with physical therapists on the
issue. Thorson agreed.

Still, Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) said
physical therapists are highly skilled and

trained. He pointed out that studies have not
shown a negative impact to self-directed care.
“We’ve got to trust people to self-direct their
care,” said Emmer. “I haven’t seen a problem
so far.”

N HIGHER EDUCATION

Postsecondary course policy changes

Response to a new policy by the Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities system
regarding postsecondary courses offered in
high schools is the subject of a bill approved
by the House Higher Education Finance
Committee March 22.

Under HF3252, sponsored by Rep.
Marty Seifert (R-Marshall), “an eligible
postsecondary system or institution must
not adopt policies that would have the effect
of limiting the statewide delivery of courses
offered at secondary schools.”

The bill now goes to the House Education
Policy and Reform Committee.

Seifert said that MnSCU recently changed
their policy to require high school teachers
who are teaching the college courses to have
at least a master’s degree in the subject area.

“The policy change is going to significantly
limit the supply of teachers in our high
schools that are going to be able to teach
these courses,” said Charlie Kyte, executive
director of the Minnesota Association of
School Administrators.

This is going to have a negative effect on the
acceleration of academic learning, especially
in rural Minnesota, he added.

The bill “casts a net far too broadly,” said
Joanne Roach, representing Minnesota State
College Faculty. It removes the ability for
higher education institutions to determine
the credentialing of the faculty doing its work,
she said.

A companion bill (SF2935), sponsored by
Sen. Gary Kubly (DFL-Granite Falls), awaits
action by the Senate Education Committee.

HUMAN SERVICES
*

Providing child care

Promoting self-sufficiency, Ramsey County
wants to accommodate teen moms who want
to graduate high school.

HF3109, sponsored by Rep. Char Samuelson
(R-New Brighton), would establish a teen
parents child care pilot project. The House
Jobs and Economic Opportunity Policy and
Finance Committee held the bill over March
16 for possible inclusion in its omnibus bill.

The bill attempts to make it easier for parents
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JennaHebertholds her 9-month-old son, Miguel,
as she listens to testimony in the House Jobs
and Economic Opportunity Policy and Finance
Committee March 16 that would establish a child
care pilot project for teen parents in Ramsey
County.

to earn high school degrees by streamlining
the eligibility process and waiving the co-
payment requirement for child care support.
Italso enables data sharing between the school
and county human services.

“We believe this will allow teen parents to
place their best energy on being successful in
school and successful as parents,” said Lorna
Pain, St. Paul Public Schools adolescent parent
child care coordinator. Moeve Clifford, a
student at the AGAPE School, said she started
the child care application process two months
before her 4-month old daughter was born and
she’s still not in the program.

Rep. Nora Slawik (DFL-Maplewood), a
supporter of the bill, said the early childhood
caucus concluded that students of teen parents
who graduate from high school are more likely
to stay in school and perform better, too.

Although Rep. Fran Bradley (R-Rochester)
agreed there is a problem for teen parents,
he suggested the bureaucratic problem
be fixed “at the level where the people
have the responsibility to respond to these
applications.” Rep. Tim Mahoney (DFL-St.
Paul) also brought up the question of privacy
because of the data sharing clause.

A companion bill (SF2679), sponsored by
Sen. Sandy Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), awaits
action by the Senate Health and Family

Security Committee.
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IMMIGRATION
*

House passes cooperation bill

The House passed a bill March 20 that
would prohibitlocal authorities from adopting
ordinances that prevent their employees
from cooperating with federal immigration
officials.

HF2576, sponsored by Rep. Jim Knoblach
(R-St. Cloud), was approved 94-37.

Received from the House March 22, the
bill was referred to the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee. Sen.
Betsy Wergin (R-Princeton) is the Senate
sponsor.

Aimed at the so-called “sanctuary
ordinances” of Minneapolis and St. Paul,
the bill states that local governments cannot
in any way restrict police officers and other
employees from collecting information about
aperson’simmigration status and then sharing
that information with the U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement Agency and other
local, state or federal governments.

“It’s a bad idea, members, to say we’re not
going to enforce the law in certain areas,”
Knoblach said.

House Minority Leader Matt Entenza
(DFL-St. Paul) urged members to vote against
the bill, arguing that it took away discretion
from local law enforcement.

“The question today is, ‘Are we going to
support the police or are we going to support
the politicians?’”

Rep. Keith Ellison (DFL-Mpls) successfully
amended the bill by adding a provision that
prevents current laws against racial profiling
from being affected by the new legislation.

“There’s no replacement for good police
work, and stopping people for what they look
like or sound like is not good police work,”
Ellison said.

N LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Annexation bill reconsidered
An annexation bill that previously failed to
clear a House committee received approval
from the same committee after it was
modified to apply to only one township.
HEF2867, which would require the city
of Forest Lake to incorporate a portion of
neighboring Columbus Township rather than
annex it, received approval from the House
Local Government Committee on March 20.
The committee had originally rejected the
bill March 13, after some testifiers warned that
it could potentially affect a number of other
cities and townships. The bill’s sponsor, Rep.
Ray Vandeveer (R-Forest Lake), amended the

bill to focus its effects exclusively on Forest
Lake and Columbus Township.

Forest Lake Mayor Terry Smith testified
against the bill, saying that the situation between
the two municipalities in question had been
misrepresented by Vandeveer and others. He
said Vandeveer had slighted Forest Lake officials
by failing to properly consult with them.

He also refuted the notion that Forest
Lake’s annexation of Columbus Township is
“hostile,” noting that a majority of landowners
in the disputed area petitioned to join Forest
Lake.

“What’s hostile is a bill that denies both
the landowners and the city the right to
due process through a proven and fair
administrative hearing,” Smith said.

Rep. Bev Scalze (DFL-Little Canada) said
that since Columbus Township had done a
good job of planning and was on the way to
becoming a city unto itself, not passing the
bill would deprive the township of its right
to become a city.

A companion bill, (SF2681), sponsored
by Sen. Debbie Johnson (R-Ham Lake),
awaits action by the Senate State and Local

Government Operations Committee.

RECREATION
*

No paying to pray

Going to Sunday church services in a state
park? If the minister’s sermon doesn’t go on
too long, you might have more money to put
into the offering, according to an amendment
approved March 22 by the House Agriculture,
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Committee.

HF3012, a bill that addresses state park
permits and fees, now includes a stipulation
that motor vehicles be admitted into state
parks for free if their occupants are attending
a Sunday church service — as long as they
depart within two hours.

Moved by Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar)
who said “we ought to allow church services
in our parks,” the amendment was approved
despite testimony by John Lilly, a section
manager with the Department of Natural
Resources.

Lilly said the practice of charging the
regular park entrance fee to people attending
church services in the park has been in place a
long time and that church groups are already
not charged for the use of park facilities
such as amphitheaters or indoor facilities in
inclement weather.

“We do feel that we’re reaching out to these
groups and accommodating them to a certain
extent, but we also feel that it goes on enough,

Session Weekly 13


http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=55B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=29B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=67A
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF2679&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=65&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1014
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1014
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF2576&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=15A
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1018
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1018
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=16&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=16&status=active
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=64A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=58B
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF2867&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=17
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=17
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=52A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=52A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=54B
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF2681&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=49&status=active
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1018
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1018
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3012&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=13B

that not charging is probably — once you take
alook at the entire state— a significant chunk
of change,” he said.

Sponsored by Rep. Dennis Ozment
(R-Rosemount), the bill was laid over for
inclusion in a possible omnibus finance bill.

A companion bill (SF2872), sponsored by
Sen. Dennis Fredrickson (R-New Ulm), awaits
action by the Senate Finance Committee.

SAFETY
*

Ambulance alert

Minnesota’s lemon law could expand to
include ambulances if Rep. Greg Davids
(R-Preston) has his way.

HF3049, sponsored by Davids, would
regulate the purchase and lease of new
ambulances while also establishing a
manufacturer’s duty to repair, refund and/or
replace the vehicles. Minnesota’s lemon law
protects consumers who buy or lease a car,
truck or van in Minnesota that is still under
the original manufacturer’s warranty.

The House Commerce and Financial
Institutions Committee approved the bill
March 22 and referred it to the House Civil
Law and Elections Committee. A companion
bill (SE2576), sponsored by Sen. Dan Sparks
(DFL-Austin), awaits action by the Senate
Commerce Committee.

Davids said when ambulances in the state
break down, manufacturers have been slow
to fix problems, and sometimes they can’t
even fix them. The result: ambulance fleets
don’t run at full capacity or tens of thousands
of dollars are spent to purchase another
vehicle. In rural areas, the issue is even more
significant, Davids said.

There was no opposing testimony to
the bill, but Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-
Virginia) took it as an opportunity to address
another fire safety issue. He offered an
amendment to promote volunteer firefighters,
also known as first responders. One clause of
the amendment prohibits employers from
penalizing firefighters who are “absent from
or late to work for up to 40 hours in any
12-month period in order to perform duties
as a volunteer firefighter.”

Although Rep. Duke Powell (R-Burnsville)
agreed that increasing the number of first
responders was important, he said the
amendment should be voted on separately
from the bill. Rukavina withdrew his
amendment when he received reassurance
from the committee chair, Rep. Tim Wilkin
(R-Eagan), that legislators would work with
him on the issue.
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N TRANSPORTATION

High-speed rail

Minnesotans could have a new high-speed
mode of transportation to connect with
nine other Midwestern states, under a bill
considered by the House Transportation
Finance Committee March 16.

HF2871, sponsored by Rep. Katie Sieben
(DFL-Newport), requests $10 million in
bonds for the completion of environmental
and engineering work on a high-speed rail
corridor connecting the Twin Cities to
Chicago. The work is one aspect that must be
completed before a total project cost can be
determined.

As0f2004, eight other states were planning
to take part in the Midwest Regional Rail
System: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio and Wisconsin.

“I'm tired of being held hostage by
Northwest Airlines. I’d like to have a viable
alternative to go places,” said Washington
County Commissioner Myra Peterson. An
added bonus for funding the project is that
the infrastructure is already in place for the
130-miles within the state, she added.

BLAZE GAZE

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

John Schroers, front, president of the Minne-
sota Outdoor Heritage Alliance and others,
all wearing blaze orange hats, watch the
House Taxes Committee March 16 discuss
a bill that would dedicate a portion of the
statesalestaxtofund clean water effortsand
game and fish enhancement projects.

Station stops in Minnesota would include:
St. Paul, Red Wing and Winona, with bus
connections to Duluth, St. Cloud, Mankato
and Rochester. Operating train speeds would
be up to 110 mph, resulting in a 5.5-hour
trip to Chicago. A typical roundtrip fare for
business travelers would be $200, while a
leisure traveler’s ticket would be approximately
$150, said Mike Rogers, Washington County
transportation planner.

Although the project was not included
in the governor’s bonding proposal, the
committee gave it a “medium priority” in
its bonding recommendations to the House
Capital Investment Committee.

A companion bill, (SF2791), sponsored
by Sen. Sharon Marko (DFL-Cottage
Grove), awaits action in the Senate Finance
Committee.

Plug ‘er up

Minnesota has the opportunity to set a
national precedent of weaning the country
off foreign oil and instead using plug-in
hybrid electric vehicles, Rep. Frank Hornstein
(DFL-Mpls) told the House Transportation
Committee March 22.

Hornstein sponsors HF3718, a bill that
would declare that the state will purchase
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles once they are
available, and appropriates $100,000 in fiscal
year 2007 to Minnesota State University,
Mankato to retrofit two flexible fuel vehicles
to demonstrate the technology.

The bill was approved and now goes to
the House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Committee.

A plug-in hybrid electric vehicle is defined
in the bill as, “a vehicle containing an internal
combustion engine that also allows power to
be delivered to the drive wheels by a battery-
powered electric motor and that meets applicable
federal motor vehicle safety standards.”

Additionally, when the vehicle is connected
to the electrical grid, it must be able to
recharge its battery and transfer electricity to
a utility, and have the ability to travel at least
20 miles powered by electricity.

“There needs to be statements from state
and local governments across the country to
the manufacturers that we are ready — that
we are ready as a state to lead by example ...
and we are serious, not just rhetorical, about
lessening our dependence on foreign oil,” said
Hornstein.

“We’ve got an ever increasing source of
hybrid vehicles and an ever decreasing source
of revenue,” said Rep. Bernie Lieder (DFL-
Crookston), in reference to part of the state’s
revenue source of the gas tax.

In some ways the loss of revenue would be the
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Mounds Park Academy seniors Rachel Payne, left, and Christopher Staral testify March 21 before the
House Transportation Committee in support of a bill that would require organ and tissue donation
information to be included in a driver’s education curriculum.

same if people bought fuel-efficient cars, said
David Morris, vice president of the Institute for
Local Self-Reliance. He said there are a number
of different ways to deal with the issue and one
could quantify the amount of electricity for
operating the cars to fund roads.

A companion bill (SF3440), sponsored by
Sen. D. Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the Senate State and Local Government

Operations Committee.

Hearts and bones donations needed

A minimum of 30 minutes of instruction
related to organ and tissue donations could
be part of driver’s education curriculum.

HF3401, sponsored by Rep. Michael Paymar
(DFL-St. Paul), would apply to public and
private schools, and commercial driver
training schools. Approved March 21 by the
House Transportation Committee, the bill
goes to the House floor.

“The legislation ... is designed to
significantly increase Minnesota’s organ and
tissue donation rate, which will ultimately save
numerous lives,” said Rachel Payne, a senior
at Mounds Park Academy. Students from the
school presented information from a study
they conducted to support the legislation.

Current law simply requires that students be
informed of their option to donate, and any ad-
ditional information is voluntary, said Payne.

According to LifeSource, Upper Midwest
Organ Procurement Organization, Inc., there
are more than 90,000 men, women and children
in the United States waiting for a transplant,
including more than 2,300 in the Upper
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Midwest; every 13 minutes another name is
added to the national waitinglist; and 17 people
die each day while waiting for a transplant.

Organs and tissues that can be donated
include: heart, lungs, kidneys, pancreas, liver,
intestines, corneas, skin, veins, tendons, bone,
bone marrow, heart valves and connective
tissue.

A companion bill (SF2646), sponsored
by Sen. Chuck Wiger (DFL-North St. Paul),
awaits action by the full Senate.

Light rail liability

With an expectation commuter rail lines
would be using already-existing, privately
owned freightrailroad lines, private companies
performing public services are looking
for the same kind of liability protection as
governmental entities.

HF3656, sponsored by Rep. Kathy Tingelstad
(R-Andover), would allow the transportation
commissioner, or a public entity contracting
with the commissioner, to contract with a
railroad for use of the track. When they do
50, it “must be afforded the immunities and
liabilities of a public entity and its employees.”
Additionally, the bill allows for the purchasing
of insurance for claims or damages.

Approved by the House Transportation
Committee March 21, the bill now goes to the
House Civil Law and Elections Committee.

“The practical impact of this is to eliminate
exposure for punitive damages for any of
the entities that may be providing service.
Government entities are not obligated to pay
for punitive damages,” said Clifford Greene,

an attorney working with the Minnesota
Department of Transportation and Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railway.

Rep. Mary Liz Holberg (R-Lakeville) failed
to amend the bill by striking the ability for a
public entity to contract with a rail company.
“What I'm trying to do here is leave this
responsibility and additional power only with
the commissioner of transportation ... and
this is an expanded authority I think only
should be granted to the commissioner.”

The language works in conjunction with
current laws that also reference the ability and
authority for the commissioner to contract
with another authority, and matches up with
current statutes, said Bob McFarlin, assistant
to the transportation commissioner.

A companion bill, (SF3246), sponsored by
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), awaits action
in the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Restrictions on teen drivers

The House Transportation Committee
approved a bill March 22 that would restrict
the number of passengers first-year drivers
can have in a car, and their operating a vehicle
during certain hours.

HF3050, sponsored by Rep. Pete Nelson
(R-Lindstrom), would restrict those under
age 18, in their first year of driving, from
operating a vehicle having more than one
passenger under the age of 21, except for
immediate family members, and between
midnight and 5 a.m., unless they have a note
from the parent or guardian.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

“The crash rate for teens rises significantly
as the number of passengers increases,”
Nelson said. “There is no insurance policy
worth any amount of money, no matter how
large that amount is; there is no amount of
tears from family and friends that can ever
breathe another breath of life into a teenager
that has just become another traffic fatality,”
he said. Traffic crashes are the leading cause
of death for Minnesota teens, he added.

Testifying in favor of the bill, Gail
Weinholzer, director of public affairs for
AAA Minnesota/Iowa, said Minnesota is one
of only six states that have neither a passenger
nor nighttime driving restriction. “The
majority of teen fatalities happen between
dusk and dawn,” she said.

Not everyone was as supportive.

“You’re violating the parents’ rights”
in having some kind of say in what their
children are doing, said Rep. Bruce Anderson
(R-Buffalo Township).

A companion bill (SE3033), sponsored by
Sen. Sean Nienow (R-Cambridge), awaits
action by the full Senate.
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Rough start for reform

Critics pick apart governor’s immigration initiatives

By Nick Busse

mmigration reform might be on the way,
I but it will have to run a gauntlet to get

here.

On March 21, the session’s most
comprehensive and controversial immigration
bill got its first hearing before the House Public
Safety Policy and Finance Committee.

HF3308, sponsored by Rep. Steve Smith
(R-Mound), reflects Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s
immigration policy initiatives. It addresses
a number of issues, including identity theft,
identity fraud, tracking people’s immigration
status, computer crime, human trafficking,
and penalties for employers who violate
federal immigration laws.

At the hearing, 19 people testified in opposi-
tion to the bill, representing groups as diverse
aslaw enforcement associations, the Minnesota
Civil Liberties Union and a Lutheran church.
No one testified in favor of the bill.

The consensus was the bill needs work.

Raising concerns

Although some of the bill’s provisions —
such as stiffer penalties for human trafficking
and computer crimes — were relatively non-
controversial, testifiers had a laundry list of
objections to other parts of the bill.

Minnesota Police and Peace Officer Associa-
tion Executive Director William Gillespie said
certain provisions amount to a “usurpation of
local authority,” both in terms of law enforce-
ment and of municipal governance.

Gillespie said the bill creates an “unfunded
mandate” for police and sheriff’s departments
to do the work of federal immigration authori-
ties at a time when the federal government is
cutting aid to local law enforcement.

“Where’s the money to cover the arrests,
the processing?” Gillespie said, adding, “We
didn’t ask for this bill, and we don’t want it.”

Commander Bill Martinez of the St. Paul
Police Department said that the bill would
undermine public safety by discouraging
witnesses in criminal investigations from
coming forward for fear ofarrest or deportation
because of their immigration status.
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“Enforcing immigration laws ignores the
tested benefits of community policing in favor of
a police state for immigrants,” Martinez said.

Martinez, a 20-year law enforcement veteran,
added that the bill’s proposed increased
penalties for using fraudulent identification
would result in felony charges for college kids
trying to buy alcohol with a fake ID.

Representatives of law enforcement weren’t
the only ones raising concerns.

Volunteer lobbyist Richard Neumeister
spoke against an article in the bill calling for
the use of facial-recognition technology in
state-issued ID cards and driver’s licenses. The
article would create a database of biometric
images of state residents, and allow state
agencies to share that information with
certain public and private organizations.

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

St. Paul Police Commander Bill Martinez testi-
fies before the House Public Safety Policy and
Finance Committee March 21 in opposition to
the “status check” provision in the omnibus im-
migration and identity theft bill.

“That needs to be flushed out,” Neumeister
said.

Teresa Nelson, legal counsel with the Min-
nesota Civil Liberties Union, agreed with Neu-
meister, citing government studies that conclude
facial recognition technology is inaccurate.

Tony Arellano, a private citizen and
Vietnam veteran, said that he is frequently
stopped by law enforcement officers who
think he is running drugs purely on the basis
of his Hispanic appearance.

“Irunaround in a Suburban, an SUV, with
‘Combat Vet plates on it. Still, the question is,
‘What are you doing? Why are you traveling?’
I'm not sure if any of you have been stopped
that way,” he told committee members.

A“first run-by”

Some committee members dismissed the
overwhelmingly negative testimony on the
bill as a product of misunderstanding.

“Ifeel the bill has been maligned and criticized
before we got off the bat here,” said Rep. Tony
Cornish (R-Good Thunder). “Just because the
feds aren’t doing anything doesn’t mean that, at
the state level, we should just stick our heads in
the sand and ignore the problem.”

Cornish noted that states like Arizona suffer
from growing health care costs and other
expenses related to illegal immigration.

Smith said he is concerned about some of
the testimony he heard — particularly the
allegation that certain provisions in the bill
would be detrimental to public safety — and
said he was open to suggestions on how to
improve the bill.

“This was a first run-by,” Smith said. “I
want to give it another chance.”

At least one member is unlikely to vote for
the bill no matter what changes are made.

“The provisions of this bill are far too
onerous for my community and to the state
of Minnesota, and to be honest, I don’t expect
that they’re going to change that dramatically,”
said Rep. Michael Paymar (DFL-St. Paul).

The bill was approved without recommenda-
tion and re-referred to the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee, with the understanding
that it would return to the House Public Safety
Policy and Finance Committee again later in
the session.

A companion bill (SF3117), sponsored
by Sen. Betsy Wergin (R-Princeton), awaits
action in the Senate Crime Prevention and

Public Safety Committee. ol
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By IRene VoTH
he proposed Clean Water Legacy Act
— officially HF826/SF762* — could be
the legislation that will cautiously allow
development to move ahead in regions of the
state with impaired waters, while at the same
time facilitating the clean up of those waters.

This is good news for a host of people
and groups, from building contractors to
farmers to wildlife enthusiasts, all of whom
are considered stakeholders in the clean up.
A core coalition of 16 groups — referred to as
the G-16 — has worked for more than three
years to develop a plan to bring the state into
compliance with the federal Clean Water
Act, which states that a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit may
not be issued for a new pollutant source when
its discharge will cause or contribute to the
impairment of waters with impaired status.

That plan has come to be known as the Clean
Water Legacy Act, sponsored in the House by
Rep. Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount) and
in the Senate by Sen. Dennis Frederickson
(R-New Ulm).

“We are still together, we have been together
— the business community, the agricultural
community, the environmental community
and local government for the past three
years in working on this legislation,” Mike
Robertson told the House Agriculture,
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Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Committee March 21. The committee is
chaired by Ozment.

An environmental consultant for the
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, Robertson
said the outcome of a lawsuit against the state
by the Minnesota Center for Environmental
Advocacy has added a certain urgency to
passing the legislation this session.

The Minnesota Court of Appeals decided in
August that the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency violated the federal Clean Water Act
by issuing a wastewater treatment permit
to Annandale and Maple Lake, cities that
planned the construction of a joint project
located within the watershed of two impaired
bodies of water, Lake Pepin and the North
Fork of the Crow River. While the state is
appealing the ruling, the MPCA has specified
that new projects that would discharge
wastewater pollutants into the Lake Pepin
watershed cannot be permitted until a total
maximum daily load (TMDL) of pollutants
and a cleanup plan is in place.

Robertson told the committee that 60
projects await wastewater discharge permits,
since adequate funding has not been available
to complete the required TMDLs for the waters
already determined to be impaired.

The MPCA’s most recent data states that
2,274 individual TMDLs are needed, as 1,008

Leaving a legacy r———

Three years of work for clean water now moves forward

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
A coalition has been working for more than three years to develop a plan to bring the state into compliance with the federal Clean Water Act.

lakes and 296 rivers and creeks are listed as
impaired, although only 16 percent of the
lakes and 10 percent of the streams in the state
have been assessed so far.

“We see this to be an ongoing threat that
will be there for many years to come if we do
not begin to address this serious problem,”
Robertson said.

The good news is that the supplemental
budget announced March 14 by Gov. Tim
Pawlenty allocates $20 million to implement
the Clean Water Legacy Act.

Kristin Applegate, MPCA deputy
commissioner, said the funding will
specifically facilitate the MPCA’s assessment
and monitoring of the state’s waters. She added
that the policies in the legislation also clarify
the procedures necessary to permit wastewater
discharge into already impaired waters.

The bill was approved by the Senate last
year and sent to the House. In a March 23
committee hearing, Ozment moved and the
committee approved a “delete-everything”
amendment containing most of the original
bill’s provisions. As amended, the bill now
includes $20 million in funding from the
governor’s proposed supplementary budget
and additional $20 million in bonding.

The committee also approved the bill as
amended and re-referred it to the House Ways
and Means Committee. s

Session Weekly 17


http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF826&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF0762&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=37B
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=21&status=active
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/committee.asp?comm=2

ILL INTRODUCTIONS

* *x k

Monday, March 20

HF3659-Urdahl (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Dairy investment credit provided
relating to income and corporate
franchise tax.

HF3660-Johnson, J. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Children of incarcerated parents
mentoringgrantprovidedand money
appropriated.

HF3661-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Chemical health services interstate
contracts provided.

HF3662-Urdahl (R)

Environment & Natural Resources

Environmental review and assess-
ment required to include informa-
tion on both favorable and adverse
impacts.

HF3663-Klinzing (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Building contractors; actions autho-
rizedagainstacontractor for failure to
payanarbitrationaward or judgment
related to the work.

HF3664-Cybart (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

National Guard security guards
authorized to carry certain machine
guns and short-barreled shotguns.

HF3665-McNamara (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Veterans Homes Board authorized
to conduct certain meetings by tele-
phone or other electronic means.

HF3666-Davids (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Second Harvest Heartland food bank
milk purchase grant provided and
money appropriated.

HF3667-Gunther (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Chiropractors advertising restric-
tions implemented.

HF3668-Gunther (R)

Regulated Industries

Public Facilities Authority bonding
authority increased.

HF3669-Brod (R)

Taxes

County voting machine purchasing
sales tax exemption provided.
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HF3670-Hamilton (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Foodlaw commercial feed definitions,
rulemaking and other provisions
modified.

HF3671-Dill (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

State forest roads and bridges repair
andupgrade funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3672-Davnie (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
Minnesota Early Learning Founda-
tion duties expanded and money
appropriated.

HF3673-Nelson, P. (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Individual sewage treatment system
provisions modified.

HF3674-Paymar (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections
Hmongmarriage solemnization pro-
vided, Mej Koob requirements pro-
vided, criminal penaltiesimposed for
solemnizing a prohibited marriage,
and filing requirements clarified for
certain Quaker marriages.

HF3675-Demmer (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Farm enhancement loan program
established and money appropriated.

HF3676-Goodwin (DFL)
Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

St. Anthony; Silver Lake Special
Recreation Feature development
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3677-Brod (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Office of Entrepreneurship estab-
lished and money appropriated.

HF3678-Hilstrom (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Chemical use assessments modified
and chemical health duties of human
services commissioner provided.

HF3679-Ellison (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Hennepin County fine distribution
provided.

HF3680-Davnie (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Driver’s license application and
vehicle registration data permissible
uses restricted, bulk sales and resale
of individual records prohibited,
highly restricted information disclo-
sure prohibited and fees imposed for
permissible users.

HF3681-Zellers (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Driver’s license and motor vehicle
records personal information bulk
distribution prohibited, fees estab-
lished, public safety and financial
crimes account established and
money appropriated.

HF3682-Abrams (R)
Transportation Finance
Metropolitan area transit and
paratransit additional financing
provided.

HF3683-Hamilton (R)

Taxes

Employer-provided education tax
credit provided for employers who
provide English and citizenship
education to their employees.

HF3684-Samuelson (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Day care providers authorized to
use an alternative to chlorine bleach
as a disinfectant in diaper changing
areas.

HF3685-Davnie (DFL)

Education Finance

Limited English proficiency program
funding limit removed.

HF3686-Hortman (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Identity theft; standards created for
disposal of personalinformationlimit
the potential for identity theft.

HF3687-Sykora (R)

Education Finance
Schoolboardsauthorized toannually
increase operating levy by the rate of
inflation.

HF3688-Hamilton (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Electronicfinancial terminalsregula-
tion relating to out-of-state financial
institutions repealed and regulation
relating to the expenses of organizing
and incorporating banks repealed.

HF3689-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Language interpreter services re-
quired for health plan and Medical
Assistance enrollees.

HF3690-Eastlund (R)

Higher Education Finance
Tuitionincreaselimits established for
public postsecondary institutions.

HF3691-Meslow (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Notice requirements modified for
unlicensed dogs that are seized.
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HF3692-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Health care and Medical Assistance
provisions modified.

HF3693-Lanning (R)

State Government Finance
Legislators’ forum funding provided
and money appropriated.

HF3694-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Registration and control of carci-
nogenic and endocrine disrupting
pesticides provided.

HF3695-Marquart (DFL)
Transportation

Drivers’ license examinations re-
quired to include knowledge of pre-
cautions around large trucks.

HF3696-Abrams (R)
Transportation Finance
International economic development
zone final designation and zone
duration delayed, corresponding tax
incentive dates modified, foreign
trade powers application authorized
and grants extended.

HF3697-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Healthandhumanservicessupplemen-
talappropriations, transfersand reduc-
tions provided; programs established
and regulated; studies and reports
required; and money appropriated.

HF3698-Abrams (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 270,
Hopkins, fund transfer authorized.

HF3699-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Presumptive disability established for
Medical Assistance eligibility.

HF3700-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Chronickidney disease management
guidelines established.

HF3701-Eken (DFL)
Education Finance
Independent School District No. 601,
Fosston, account transfer authorized.

HF3702-Dorman (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District No.
242, Alden-Conger, fund transfer
authorized.

HF3703-Dean (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Teachers renewing license required
to retake exam in fields which they
are licensed.
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HF3704-Koenen (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Peace officers required to renew first
responder certification every four
years.

HF3705-Hansen (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Lake Superiorballastwater discharge
regulation established, and regional
cooperationand formation ofinvasive
species coalition required.

HF3706-Abeler (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Town clerks required to maintain
office hours on the day before a town
election.

HF3707-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Election judge certification by
municipalities authorized.

HF3708-Walker (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
Comprehensive family life and sexu-
ality education programs provided.

HF3709-Garofalo (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Credit reporting agencies and em-
ployee licensure clarified as not
requiring private detectives license.

HF3710-Slawik (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Elected officials authorized to access
multiple unit dwellings unaccompa-
nied by a candidate for election.

HF3711-Hackbarth (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Petroleum fund compensation for
transport vehicles provisions modi-
fied and money appropriated.

HF3712-Hackbarth (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Mercury Emissions Reduction Act
of 2006 adopted requiring mercury
emissions by public utilities.

HF3713-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

Fire safety account established from
revenueson fire premiumsandassess-
ments, fire insurance tax abolished,
policyholder surcharge established
and money appropriated.

HF3714-Johnson, J. (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Methamphetamine coordinator
established withinthe Health Depart-
ment and money appropriated.

HF3715-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Absentee ballots received after the
close of the polls on Election Day
classified as inactive voters.
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HF3716-Anderson, B. (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Ballot distribution required in con-
formity with the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Voter Act and
money appropriated.

HF3717-Hornstein (DFL)
Transportation

Flexible-fuel vehicle targets provided
and task force on plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicles established.

HF3718-Hornstein (DFL)
Transportation

State purchasing of plug-in hybrid
electric vehicles required in certain
bid documents, funding provided to
retrofitflexible fuel vehiclesto operate
as plug-in hybrid vehicles and money
appropriated.

HF3719-Hornstein (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Ford Plant Enhancement Commis-
sion established.

HF3720-Hornstein (DFL)
Transportation

Flexible-fuel vehicle targets provided,
task force on plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles established, St. Paul Ford
plant enhancement commission cre-
ated, studiesrequired, grant provided
and money appropriated.

HF3721-Johnson, J. (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Interpreter servicesregulation modi-
fied relating to precinct caucuses.

HF3722-Howes (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Tracking report required for new
wastewater facilities,and bids fornew
facilitiesrequired toincludeinforma-
tiononoperatingcostsduringthe first
five years of operation.

HF3723-Johnson, J. (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Interpreter assistance for deaf voters
requirement eliminated.

HF3724-Haws (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Absentee ballots for aspecial election
authorized in person at any county
in the district, and special elections
prohibited near national holidays.

HF3725-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Force established, grants
provided and money appropriated.

HF3726-Powell (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Prescriptiondrugpriorauthorization
limited under Medical Assistance.

HF3727-Hamilton (R)

State Government Finance
Worthington; veterans’ memo-
rial funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3728-Demmer (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
University of Minnesota and Mayo
Clinic joint research in biotechnol-
ogy and medical genomics funding
provided and money appropriated.

HF3729-Mullery (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Paroleand probationauthorities pro-
vided with access to records relating
to handgun permits.

HF3730-Scalze (DFL)

Regulated Industries
Geothermalheatpumpstudyfunding
provided.

HF3731-Moe (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Youth operation ofall-terrainvehicles
provisions modified.

HF3732-Sailer (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Critical access dental providers re-
imbursementratesincreased, budget
change requests required and money
appropriated.

HF3733-Eken (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
Minnesota American Indian tribes
and communities additional teacher
instruction required and advisory
task force established.

HF3734-Peterson, S. (DFL)

Taxes

Local Government Aid need mea-
sure adjusted and appropriation
increased.

HF3735-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Food stamp asset limit modified.

HF3736-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child care provider rates and fees
modified, Minnesota Family Invest-
ment Program provisions modified,
foreign operating corporation tax
provisionmodifiedand moneyappro-
priated from the tax relief account.

HF3737-Rukavina (DFL)

Taxes

Minnesota Minerals 21st Century
Funds apportioned.

HF3738-Johnson, R. (DFL)
Education Finance

Supportive community partner-
ship grants provided and money
appropriated.

HF3739-Otremba (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Canoe and boating route markings
modified and money appropriated.

HF3740-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Health insurance dependent cover-
age age limit modified for full-time
students.

HF3741-Greiling (DFL)

Education Finance

Voluntary full-day kindergar-
ten funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3742-Simon (DFL)
Transportation Finance

-394 corridor lightrail feasibility study
required and money appropriated.

Tuesday, March 21

HF3743-Juhnke (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State Designer Selection Board
expiration date specified.

HF3744-Sykora (R)
Education Finance
Pre-kindergarten through grade 12,
and early childhood, family and
adulteducation forecast adjustments
provided; and money appropriated.

HF3745-Peterson, N. (R)
Transportation Finance
Metropolitan transitservice contract
requirements modified.

HF3746-Nelson, P. (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Natural resources funding provided
and money appropriated.

HF3747-Simpson (R)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Motor fuel franchises regulation and
exemption provided.

HF3748-Klinzing (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Early childhood health and de-
velopmental screening and notice
requirements clarified.

HF3749-Howes (R)

Taxes

Breezy Point sales and use tax and
motor vehicle excise tax authorized,
funds use specified and bonds
issued.

HF3750-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
BioBusiness Alliance of Minne-
sota grant provided and money
appropriated.
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HF3751-Nelson, P. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Harris; fire truck funding provided
and money appropriated.

HF3752-Nelson, P. (R)
Transportation Finance

Trunk Highway 95 bridge construc-
tion provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3753-Abrams (R)

Taxes

Sales-only apportionment factor
phase-in accelerated relating to
apportionment of net income tax.

HF3754-Howes (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Right to affordable health care pro-
vided by proposed constitutional
amendment.

HF3755-Dempsey (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Prevailing wages payment regulated.

HF3756-Erhardt (R)
Transportation Finance

[-494 improvements funding pro-
vided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3757-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

State health care programs study
required to consider the feasibil-
ity of consolidating all state-funded
health care programs into a single
sliding-fee-ability-to-pay program
and money appropriated.

HF3758-Simon (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Rental vehicle damageliability cover-
agetimeperiod extended for coverage
on the renter’s own auto insurance.

HF3759-Urdahl (R)

Education Policy & Reform

School bus equipment standards
updated, discipline policies and cost

data clarified and license standards
modified.

HF3760-Wilkin (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Insurance formapprovals, coverages,
filings, utilization reviewsand claims
regulated.

HF3761-Holberg (R)
Transportation Finance

Motor vehicle sales tax revenue
allocation modified.

HF3762-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative training forums estab-
lished under oversight of the Legisla-
tive Coordinating Commission and
money appropriated.
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HF3763-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Budget bill contents limited and
conference committee procedures
specified.

HF3764-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State government procurement
provisions modified.

HF3765-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Center for Health Care Purchasing
Improvementestablished and money
appropriated.

HF3766-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Back taxes imposed on transfers of
exempt property.

HF3767-Beard (R)

Taxes

Small biomass electric generation
facility property tax exemption eli-
gibility period for commencement of
construction extended.

HF3768-Beard (R)

Regulated Industries

Scott County ethanol plant clarified
as not in violation of the exclusive
service territory law.

HF3769-Welti (DFL)

Taxes

Plainview-Elgin Sanitary District
sales tax exemption provided.

HF3770-Mariani (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Policingimmigrantcommunitiesbest
practices course required and money
appropriated.

HF3771-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Medical practice board examination
provision modified relating to active
military service.

HF3772-Dittrich (DFL)

Taxes

Champlin Civic Center/Public Safety
Building construction materialssales
tax exemption provided.

HF3773-Dean (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Stillwater flood control levee project
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF3774-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

False driver’s license penalties in-
creased, fraudulent identification
cards crime established, sale and
manufacture penalties increased,

immigrant status verification modi-
fied and reporting of undocumented
immigrants required.

HF3775-Mariani (DFL)

State Government Finance
Minnesota Historical Society funding
provided and money appropriated.

HF3776-Howes (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Opium included in the list of con-
trolled substances used during
pregnancy for purposes of civil
commitmentand child maltreatment
reporting.

Wednesday, March 22

HF3777-Gunther (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Early childhood family education
teachers removed from definition of
public employee.

HF3778-Davids (R)
Rules & Legislative Administration
Railroads; Congress memorialized
by resolution to support HR3318, the
Railroad Antitrust and Competition
Enhancement Act.

HF3779-Urdahl (R)
Local Government
Adults-only businesses required to
give notice to a city or county of in-
tent to conduct business and zoning
authorities granted.

HF3780-McNamara (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Workers’ compensation appeal
procedures and notice of coverage
provisions modified.

HF3781-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
Legislative training forums provided,
scheduleestablished for consideration
of legislation, budget bill content
limited, conference committee
procedures specified and money
appropriated.

HF3782-Urdahl (R)
Education Finance
Basic library system support grants
funding increased.

HF3783-Buesgens (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Charter schools renewed contract for
asponsor’sauthorization time period
extended.

HF3784-Hamilton (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Extended employment services for
persons with severe disabilities bade
appropriation redefined and money
appropriated.

HF3785-Abeler (R)

Health Policy and Finance
Community benefits reportrequired
from licensed hospitals.

HF3786-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Postalservice; Presidentand Congress
memorialized by resolution to main-
tain current levels of postal service.

HF3787-Hosch (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 750,
Rocori, authorized to lease adminis-
trative space.

HF3788-Anderson, B. (R)

Taxes

Electric generatingfacilities property
tax abatement process modified.

HF3789-Westerberg (R)

State Government Finance
Minnesota Amateur Sports Commis-
sion renewed leases authorized.

HF3790-Cybart (R)
Higher Education Finance

Dakota County Technical College
landpurchasefundingprovided,bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF3791-Loeffler (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislature; schedule established for
consideration of legislation, fund-
ing provided for governor-elect and
2007 legislative forums and money
appropriated.

HF3792-Davids (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Government data copying fees
calculation modified.

HF3793-Davids (R)

Regulated Industries

Renewable sources requirements
for retail electricity and liquid fuel
provided.

HF3794-Davids (R)

Regulated Industries

Gasoline fuel retailers selling three
or more octane grades required to
replace the middle grade with E85
fuel.

HF3795-Davids (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Waivered services overspending
allowances established for counties.

HF3796-Hoppe (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Aiding and offender crime venue
expanded.

HF3797-Howes (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
4x4 truck use restricted on public
lands.
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HF3798-Loeffler (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax statements required to
contain additional information on
targeting and special property tax
refund eligibility.

HF3799-Cox (R)

Education Finance
Schooldistrictinstatutory operating
debt levy authorized.

HF3800-Eastlund (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Minnesota Child, Family and School
Communications Protection Act

adopted.

HF3801-Atkins (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Trunk Highway 55 and Yankee
Doodle Road interchange funding
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF3802-Simon (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Hennepin or Dakota county nurs-
ing home construction moratorium
exception provided for a facility for
persons with eating disorders.

HF3803-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Tetrahydrocannabinol and alcohol
use by pregnant women mandatory
reportingrequired,and humanrights
provision clarified.

HF3804-Kahn (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Genetic information held by govern-
ment entities regulated and reports
required.

HF3805-Vandeveer (R)
Transportation

Shawn Silvera Memorial Highway
designated on I-35.

HF3806-Buesgens (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Charterschoolsauthorized tolease or
purchase district buildings, and use
of state funds authorized to purchase
land and buildings.

HF3807-Buesgens (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Charter school board of directors
teacher majority requirement abol-
ished;admission preference extended
to children of teachers, staff and
board members; and use of state
funds to purchase land or buildings
authorized.

HF3808-Newman (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Driving while impaired felony im-
posed following a prior conviction
for criminal vehicular homicide
involving impaired driving.

March 24, 2006

HF3809-Marquart (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Heartland Trail extended.

HF3810-Penas (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance
Tuberculosis testing in cattle fund-
ing provided to the Board of Animal
Health and money appropriated.

HF3811-Penas (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Deer depopulation funding provided
near tuberculosis-infected cattle
herds and money appropriated.

HF3812-Soderstrom (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Offender re-entry pilot project
funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3813-Soderstrom (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Offender re-entry pilot project
funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3814-Fritz (DFL)

Taxes

Medford sales tax authorized and
funds use specified.

HF3815-Beard (R)

Regulated Industries

Horse racing occupation license
provision modified.

HF3816-Clark (DFL)

Taxes

Mattress manufacturers credit pro-
vided for meeting flame retardant
standards.

HF3817-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Minnesota Investment Fund purpose

modified and project evaluation con-
dition added.

HF3818-Greiling (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Mental health services reimburse-
ment expanded.

HF3819-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Independent contractor relationship
written agreements required.

HF3820-Sertich (DFL)

State Government Finance
Nongovernmental Pharmaceuti-
cal Contracting Alliance funding
provided and money appropriated.

HF3821-Sertich (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative employees authorized to
organize and select representatives
to negotiate collective bargaining
agreements.

HF3822-Hornstein (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Sudan; state investment prohib-
ited in companies with equity ties
to Sudan.

HF3823-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy and Finance
Long-term care insurance required
to cover licensed adult foster care
and provider payment rate adjusted.

HF3824-Vandeveer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Mortgage redemption sales moved
to the end of the current redemption
period and redemption rights of the
mortgagee eliminated.

HF3825-Simpson (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Watershed district audit request
requirements provided.

HF3826-Newman (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Child support payments redirection
authorized.

HF3827-Marquart (DFL)

Taxes

High school league tournaments ex-
empted from admissions sales tax.

HF3828-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Bioscienceandbiotechnologysubsidy
recipient reporting required.

HF3829-Latz (DFL)

Transportation Finance

McLeod County; railroad switching
yard funding provided, bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3830-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

Day labor and temporary
employment task force established.

HF3831-Peterson, A. (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Voting system for disabled voters
requirement eliminated relating to
local elections.

HF3832-Hilty (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 577,
Willow River, authorized to recog-
nize its operating levy early pending
approval of referendum.

HF3833-Hilty (DFL)
Civil Law & Elections

Post-election review process
modified.

HF3834-Hosch (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 750,
Rocori, fund transfer authorized.

HF3835-Hosch (DFL)

Education Finance

Independent School DistrictNo. 750,
Rocori, Project SERV grant provided
and money appropriated.

HF3836-Hansen (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Treecarelicensingand regulation task
force established.

HF3837-Peterson, A. (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Elementary and secondary school
second inspection fee and statewide
hospitality fee eliminated.

HF3838-Moe (DFL)

Taxes

Local government aid city aid base
modified for certain cities.

HF3839-Clark (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Bisphenol-A and phthalates prohib-
ited in products for young children.

HF3840-Peppin (R)

Taxes

Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights; state and
local spending and tax increases lim-
ited and constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF3841-Garofalo (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Prevailingwage public policyadopted
and identifying signs required on
contractor vehicles.

HF3842-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Home and community-based ser-
vice providers employee scholarship
program modified.

HF3843-Koenen (DFL)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Beginningfarmer programtaxcredits
provided and program administered
by the Rural Finance Authority
modified.

HF3844-Meslow (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Expungementofcriminalrecordslaw
recodified and restructured.

HF3845-Soderstrom (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Auctioneers regulated and money
appropriated.
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HF3846-Kelliher (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

HIV information and referral ser-
vice funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3847-Hilty (DFL)

Local Government

Pine County drainage proceedings
clarified.

HF3848-Marquart (DFL)

Higher Education Finance

Student use of alcohol or controlled
substances disclosure to parents
authorized.

HF3849-Hilstrom (DFL)
Public Safety Policy & Finance
Local correctional fees clarified.

HF3850-Ozment (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Farm wineriesauthorized to produce
wines and fortified wines, amount
of non-Minnesota produce that may
be used in a farm winery operation
increased and phase-in allowed for
start-up operations.

HF3851-Carlson (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
Blindness included in the definition
of children’s disabilities, and rule
references updated.

HF3852-Wagenius (DFL)
Regulated Industries

Electric service utility costs recov-
ery prohibited under certain cir-
cumstances and certificate of need

barred.

HF3853-Kohls (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Federal procurement assistance spe-
cialistposition establishedand money
appropriated.

HF3854-Klinzing (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Advanced placement and inter-
national baccalaureate programs
increased participation provided in
order to raise K-12 achievement and
money appropriated.

HF3855-Wardlow (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Congressional Medal of Honor recipi-
entsplaqueauthorizedin the Courtof
Honor on the Capitol grounds.

HF3856-Westrom (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Central Lakes Region Sanitary District
sewer system funding provided,bonds
issued and money appropriated.
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HF3857-Lanning (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Employers authorized to use elec-
tronic means to provide earnings
statements.

HF3858-Hackbarth (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Abandoned vehicles, towers and
impound lots provisions modified;
abandoned vehicle account estab-
lished; and money appropriated.

HF3859-Paulsen (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Special session days counted as
legislative days if the purpose of the
specialsession s to pass major budget
bills and constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF3860-Charron (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Highschoolredesign grants provided
and money appropriated.

HF3861-Magnus (R)

Taxes

Native prairie taxation provisions
modified.

HF3862-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
CHIPSworking group recommenda-
tions implementation funding pro-
vided to the Board of Public Defense
and money appropriated.

HF3863-Johnson, J. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Criminal sexual conduct in the third
or fourth degree penalties imposed
for nonconsensual sexual conduct
involving cosmetic services.

HF3864-Kelliher (DFL)
Transportation
Minneapolisenginebrakesrestriction
authorized.

HF3865-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Primary and general elections for the
sameofficerequiredtobeheldatsame
polling place.

HF3866-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Election judges authorized to tran-
scribe machine-unreadable ballot
cards.

HF3867-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Open meeting law length of time
increased for giving notice ofadmin-
istrative opinion.

HF3868-Holberg (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Government records manage-
ment requirements and emergency
records preservation requirements
modified.

HF3869-Murphy (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Victim Intervention Program,
Inc., funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3870-Mahoney (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Deaf and hard-of-hearing employ-
ment programs base appropriation
increased.

Thursday, March 23

HF3871-Beard (R)

Transportation

Model airport zoning ordinance
required to limit height of objects
around airports.

HF3872-Davids (R)

Transportation

Town bridge account financial assis-
tance requirements modified.

HF3873-Sertich (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Employers prohibited fromrequiring
employeestoattend mandatorymeet-
ings on politics or religion.

HF3874-Olson (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Regional library basic system
support grant limitation repealed.

HF3875-Tingelstad (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Labor grievance offers of settlement
prior to arbitration provided, and
costs assessed against a party refus-
ingan offer of settlement thatis more
favorable than the final arbitration
award.

HF3876-Finstad (R)

Local Government
Countexpenditurelimitremoved for
soldiers’ rest cemeteries.

HF3877-Peppin (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Power limited technician licensing
requirements eliminated.

HF3878-Samuelson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Reverse mortgage incentive program
established and money appropriated.

HF3879-Abrams (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Supported employment definition
modified relating to persons with
disabilities.

HF3880-Meslow (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Breast and cervical cancer treat-
ment medical assistance coverage
expanded.

HF3881-Cox (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 716,
BellePlaine, healthandsafetyrevenue
use authorized.

HF3882-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Nonprofit community service-ori-
ented organization class 4c property
tax classification provided.

HF3883-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Regulated Industries

Renewable energy standards utility
requirements provided.

HF3884-Haws (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

St. Cloud area gang strike force
provided.

HF3885-Kelliher (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Hair transplant surgery facilities
regulatory system established.

HF3886-Sailer (DFL)
Transportation
Tribaldocumentsaccepted as proofof
identity when applying for a driver’s
license or for purposes of verifying a
name change.

HF3887-Mullery (DFL)

Local Government
Hennepin County; Victory Memorial
Drive Historic District restoration
task force established.

HF3888-Goodwin (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Commerce Departmentutilityassess-
ment adjustments calendar quarter
changed.

HF3889-Kahn (DFL)

Taxes

Relativehomestead propertiesannual
registration required.

HF3890-Soderstrom (R)
Commerce & Financial Institutions
Real estate appraiser trainees regu-
lated; and appraiser education, expe-
rienceand examination requirements
modified.
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HF3891-Mahoney (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
University Enterprise Laboratories
funding provided and money ap-
propriated.

HF3892-Fritz (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Medford wastewater treatment facil-
ity funding provided, bonds issued
and money appropriated.

HF3893-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative per diem payments pro-
hibited during special sessions called
dueto failureofthe Legislature to pass
major budget bills.

HF3894-Hosch (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Permanentrestrainingorderscreated
upon continued harassment.

HF3895-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislature; identical bill introduc-
tions prohibited.

HF3896-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Conference committee provisions
required to have been passed by one
or the other legislative body.

HF3897-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislative sessions in even years
required to be held after the Febru-
ary forecast.

HF3898-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislature; entire Legislature al-
lowed tovote on budgetbills when the
budget has not been passed.

HF3899-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislators prohibited from intro-
ducing more than 20 bills in any
biennium.

HF3900-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Legislature; all bills required to be
heard in committee.

HF3901-Hosch (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Billintroductions prohibited after the
third legislative deadline.

HF3902-Ellison (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Project SOAR prisoner re-entry pro-
gram funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF3903-Greiling (DFL)

Education Finance

Scholars of distinction program con-
tinued and money appropriated.

HF3904-Davnie (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Homeowner’s insurance non-renew-
als regulated, and discriminatory
practices prohibited in automobile
and homeowner’s insurance.

HF3905-Seifert (R)

State Government Finance
Southwest Minnesota State University
disabled veteransrampsfunding pro-
vided and money appropriated.

HF3906-Cybart (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Essential employees definition modi-
fied to include firefighters.

HF3907-0Ozment (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Richfield disabled firefighter health
care eligibility review provided.

HF3908-Buesgens (R)

Education Policy & Reform

Schools authorized to use an inter-
disciplinary teaching and learning
program model.

HF3909-Simon (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

City election runoff voting method
authorized.

HF3910-Paulsen (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Chinese language curriculum pro-
gram development provided and
money appropriated.

HF3911-Cox (R)

Higher Education Finance
Resident tuition qualification re-
quirements provided.

HF3912-Lanning (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Housing Solutions Act adopted ad-
justingdeed taxpercentage, providing
rental housingassistance, establishing
an account for leverage opportunity
and appropriating money.

HF3913-Bradley (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Critical access dental providers an-
nual reimbursement schedules and
limits required.

HF3914-Latz (DFL)
Civil Law & Elections
Child maltreatment act investiga-

tive and reporting responsibilities
clarified.

HF3915-Moe (DFL)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Genetically engineered wild rice
moratorium imposed in the event of
an application for a test plot.

HF3916-Brod (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Pharmacyaccess programestablished
and money appropriated.

HF3917-Hosch (DFL)

Local Government

Municipal boundary adjustment
advisory task force established.

This bill was inadvertently left out
of last week’s bill introductions.

Thursday, March 16

HF3658-Bradley (R)

Health Policy and Finance
Business organizations authorized
to obtain certificates of authority to
operate as health maintenance orga-
nizations, pricing fairness provided,
small health plan purchasing pools
authorized, and health insurance
tax imposed.
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Minnesota Weather

Time that spring arrived on March 20 12:26 p.m.
High temperature in the Twin Cities that day, in degrees 37
High temperature on March 20, 2004 48
High temperature on March 20, 2000 45

Day that Daylight Saving Time begins this year April 2
Year Daylight Saving Time was adopted by Congress 1918

Highest temperature in state history (July 29, 1917 Beardsley and July 6, 1936 Moorhead),
in degrees 114
Coldest (Feb. 2, 1996 at Tower), in degrees -60

Maximum 24-hour temperature change (April 3, 1982 in Lamberton), in degrees......... 71

Average daily maximum temperature in July for the North Shore and
southern Minnesota, in degrees 70, 85

Mean annual temperature in extreme northern Minnesota 36
Along the Mississippi River in southeast Minnesota 49

Highest heat index in Minnesota, in degrees (July 30, 1999 in Red WiNg)......ccccccovverssseee. 125

Snow that fell on the Twin Cities during the 1991 Halloween snowstorm, in inches.....28.4
Inches in Duluth 36.9

Average days annually with at least 1 inch of snow covering the State ... 110

Based on 106 years of measurements, percent chance of the Twin Cities metropolitan
area having a “White Christmas, loosely defined as 1 inch of snow on the

ground on Christmas Day 72
Percent in International Falls 97
Percent in Lake City 59
Earliest measurable snowfall (International Falls) Sept. 14, 1964
Latest measurable snowfall (Mizpah in Koochiching County)........erne June 4, 1935
Average ice-out date for Rainy Lake May 1
For Lake Bemidji April 26
For Clear Lake in Waseca April 2

Feet above flood stage that the Red River peaked at East Grand Forks in 1997
Maximum measured wind gust, in mph (Aug. 20, 1904 in MiNN€aPOIIS) .....ovvvvrsevrserrsee
Tornadoes in Minnesota from 1950-2004

Injuries from tornadoes

Deaths from tornadoes
Most tornadoes in one year (2001)
Most tornadoes in one month (June 2001)

Sources: Minnesota Climatology Working Group; www.webexhibits.org; www.shgresources.
com; Encyclopedia Britannica; www.wunderground.com
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http://www.house.mn/list/join.asp?listname
=sessiondaily

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
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(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:

House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For an after-hours recorded message giving
committee meeting times and agendas,
call:

Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be found
on the Web at: http://www.house.mn

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages, call:
TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch television
coverage of House committees, floor
sessions and select press conferences.

This document can be made available in alternative
formats to individuals with disabilities by calling (651)
296-2146 voice, (651) 296-9896 TTY, or
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Recognizing the impact of therising cost of health care for employers, the state and patients like Joanna Craighead, the House created a special division
to look for alternatives to the current health care system.

Containing health care costs

Even though there’s disagreement, crafting legislation seen as a labor of love

By Bao Oneg
t first glance, the goal seems simple:
increase the quality and access of
health care while cutting costs for
consumers. The reality surround-
ing the issue: political division among
Republicans and DFLers on the best solution,
bills pitting the private and public sectors
against each other, and citizens demanding
legislators not forget their needs.

The House recognized the contentious
and challenging issue of health care cost
last year and created the Health Care Cost
Containment Division of the House Health
Policy and Finance Committee.

Since last year, the division has been
focusing on finding better alternatives to
the current health care system. Rep. Jim
Abeler (R-Anoka), chair of the division, is
one of those leading the way. A practicing
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chiropractor, Abeler said, “We’re here. How
do we make it better — not worse?”

Both parties and Gov. Tim Pawlenty are
anticipating a $176 million surplus in the
Health Care Access Fund, which is expected
to grow in the next three years.

Abeler appears to be full of ideas on how to
spend that money on the ongoing health care
debate. He has proposed a handful of bills
aimed at reforms in the private sector giving
consumers more choices, whereas DFLers
have called for more state action.

However, Abeler’s division has a big
challenge on its hands: the Health Care Cost
and Containment Division is not authorized to
spend money. Abeler said crafting legislation
is a creative process; it is a labor of love.

“You’ll never get support from everybody,”
said Abeler. “It’s about how do we compro-
mise. Things can only change with input from

both sides.”

Abeler said he has seen health care problems
increase in Minnesota firsthand because of his
background in the health care field. Between
2001 and 2004, the group coverage market
has gone down 8 percent and there hasbeen a
30 percent increase in the number uninsured
people, he noted.

The most comprehensive of Abeler’s bills is
HF1862.

It containsavariety of provisions dealing with
the efficiency and cost of health care. Some of
those reforms include:evidence-based practice
standards and guidelines; electronic billing
assistance; requiring medical clinics to develop
free patient brochures on prescription programs
offered by pharmaceutical manufacturers; and
a state Web site providing health care cost and
quality information for consumers. Other

First Reading continued on page 4
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First Reading continued from page 3

parts of the bill bring changes to charity
care by health care providers, the Public
Employees Insurance Program (PEIP), private
sector health coverage provisions and service
cooperatives.

Although there have been questions about
cost with some parts of the bill, members from
both parties have supported measures promot-
ing more transparency and consumer access.

PEIP and evidence-based practice guidelines
are some of the most dividing issues in Abeler’s
bill.

Nancy Hokkanen testified at the House
Health Policy and Finance Committee on March
21 against evidence-based practice. “For families
like mine, evidence-based medicine restricts ac-
cess to proper medical treatment and promotes
unhealthy alternatives,” she said.

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba (DFL-Long
Prairie) said many schools in her district
cannot afford to offer health insurance. She
is concerned about the PEIP and service
cooperative guidelines and their consequences
on affordable health care.

In constructing the bill, Abeler said he has
made it a point to accept suggestions from all
sides — legislators from both parties, citizens,
state departments and lobbyists. e

The details

Consider HF1862 the “parent bill” coming out
of the division. House Files 2831,2832 and 2438 all
carry parts that comprise HF1862. But because of
the short session, HF1862 was divided into sepa-
rate bills so that each could go to their prospec-
tive committees instead of having one bill move
around from committee to committee. Abeler said
he willamend HF1862 according to changes made
in the three smaller bills.

The following is an overview of HF1862, which
awaits action by the House Governmental Opera-
tions and Veterans Affairs Committee:s

The first section addresses evidence-based
practice standards and guidelines. Health-related
boards and provider organizations would be per-
mitted to establish practice standards for treating
patients within their scopes of practice; however, a
health insurance provider would not be required
to cover treatments, testing or imaging based on
standards developed by the boards or provider
organizations. This section would also require the
human services commissioner to encourage and
assist providers to adoptand use electronic billing
for state programs from existing resources. The
commissioner would also be permitted to post
health information on the agency Web site.

- Last session the division approved an amend-
ment for charity care by health care providers.
The current bill would eliminate a discount
payment provision enacted in 2005.

«The Department of Employee Relations runs the
Public Employees Insurance Program (PEIP),

which is used by local government employees
and employers who choose to enroll in it. The
requirement to offer life insurance was elimi-
nated and the Minnesota Employees Insurance
Program was originally in the bill and left out
when the House Commerce and Financial Insti-
tutions Committee voted it down.

«Health maintenance organizations (HMOs) would
be permitted to impose higher deductibles.
Current laws allow yearly deductibles of up to
$2,250 per person and $4,500 per family. That
rate changes to $5,000 and $10,000, respec-
tively. The annual out-of-pocket maximums of
$5,000 per person and $10,000 for each family
would also be implemented. There would also
be a lifetime maximum benefit of $3 million.
HMOs are not allowed to cap lifetime benefits
in the present system.

- Service cooperatives would be permitted to cre-
ate and operate a health reinsurance and stop-
loss pool. Smaller districts will sometimes join
each other to form a service cooperative when
other health care options are too expensive.

- The last article in the bill is geared toward mal-
practice cases. It would prohibit the use of an
apology made by a health care provider as
evidence in any civil action or related arbitra-
tion proceeding.

A companion bill (SF1640), sponsored by Sen.

Sheila Kiscaden (DFL-Rochester), awaits action by

the Senate Finance Committee.

SOMBER RALLY

Cara Ruwersma and Nadine Sanders of St. Cloud attend the 2006 Violence Against Women Action Day Rally March
29in the Capitol Rotunda. The event was sponsored by the Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women. Ruwersma
and Sanders both live at Anne Marie’s Alliance in St. Cloud, a private non-profit corporation dedicated to provid-
ing safe shelter, support and referral services for battered women and their children.

it's neyer right.”
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IGHLIGHTS
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AGRICULTURE
*

Food law provisions

A bill that makes several technical changes
to the Department of Agriculture’s regulations
regarding commercial feeds was passed 132-0
by the House March 27.

HF3670, sponsored by Rep. Rod Hamilton
(R-Mountain Lake), changes specific terms
in the current commercial feed law, including
defining “brand name,” replacing “registrant”
with “license holder” and adds “specialty
pet foods” to the department’s rulemaking
purview.

The bill also requires that if a commercial
feed is determined to be adulterated or
misbranded, the person whose name appears
on the label must provide a manufacturer’s
investigation report to the commissioner
within 30 days.

The bill now goes to the Senate, where Sen.
Betsy Wergin (R-Princeton) is the sponsor.

BONDING
*

Testimony accepted here

A week after the nearly $990 million Senate
capital investment bill (SF3475) was unveiled,
the House Capital Investment Committee
took testimony on the plan March 28.

“I thought we ought to have a little public
testimony and find out the good, bad and
ugly before we put our bill together and see
if we can come up with something that will
give us an improved package for the state of
Minnesota,” said Committee Chair Rep. Dan
Dorman (R-Albert Lea). He expects a House
bill to be unveiled next week, and on the
House floor by Easter.

Dorman explained it was important to have
atarget number before finalizing the bill, and
that he and House Speaker Steve Sviggum
(R-Kenyon) met with Senate Majority Leader
Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar) and Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), the Senate Capital
Investment Committee chair.

“At that time Sen. Langseth explained to
me that we needed a lot of process — and in
the Senate they had a lot of process — to put
the bill together and see how it all works with
committee hearings and whatnot. I thought
that sounded good. But I said that I really
think we ought to have a target. As we went
forward, my understanding is the speaker
tried to meet with them last week, but so far
calls have went unreturned,” Dorman said.
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The Senate vote came less than two weeks
after its capital investment committee had its
first meeting.

“I think they started that meeting at
about 6:10 and at about 6:14 they banged it
through the committee,” Dorman said. “For
some reason we couldn’t have a budget target
because we had to have that process.”

House testifiers came from Albert Lea to
International Falls and addressed issues from
agriculture to education to parks to zoos.

One of the more high-profile, and expensive,
issues is a new Duluth Entertainment and
Convention Center.

Duluth Mayor Herb Bergson noted that the
$33.7 million request would cover one-half of
the costs. Thirty percent would come from an
increase in the city’s food and beverage sales
tax that was approved by voters Feb. 28. The
center and University of Minnesota would
each contribute 10 percent.

The fundingis in the governor’s recommen-
dations, but the Senate recommended zero.
“I was floored,” said Bergson, who indicated
that Sviggum pledged to him it would be in
the House bill.

Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar) voiced
support for $300,000 to renovate and
purchase additional testing equipment for
the Minnesota Poultry Testing Laboratory in
preparation for the potential introduction of
avian influenza.

“This is our due diligence to do all we can
to be ready for this,” he said.

CHILDREN
*

Safe place for newborns

According to at least one legislator, efforts to
follow surrounding states via a bill expanding
the timeframe for hospitals to accept newborns
would protect more children.

Currently, unharmed newborns can be left
with a hospital employee within three days of
birth without question. HF3597, sponsored
by Rep. Judy Soderstrom (R-Mora), would
increase the timeframe to seven days.

The bill prohibits a hospital from disclosing
the mother’s identity, and allows the parent
or an “interested person” to call 911 or an
emergency medical services provider to take
the newborn. It would also prohibit local
social service agencies and the Department
of Human Services from conducting a search
for relatives of the newborn received by a
hospital.

The House Jobs and Economic Opportunity
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Policy and Finance Committee approved the
bill March 28 and referred it to the House
Civil Law and Elections Committee. There is
no Senate companion.

Spending resolution

Three days after failing to adopt a budget
resolution to set the limit on changesin expen-
ditures for the remainder of this biennium, the
House approved the measure 69-65 March 30.
It was defeated 68-63 March 27.

Before the House Ways and Means Committee
gave its approval March 29, Rep. Jim Knoblach
(R-St. Cloud) said, “This resolution is identical to
the resolution we had last time except for one
thing. We have a cash flow account proposed
of $351 million, instead of $350 million, and a
budget reserve of $652 million, instead of $653
million. | want to make sure there’s no question
about whether or not there’s a problem for this
being identical to the last resolution. Also, the
state budget has grown somewhat since the
last time we established a cash flow account,
and so having a little more in it to cushion cash
flow might also make sense.”

The resolution proposes to spend $88 mil-
lionin various items that would likely be part of
atarget resolution the committee is expected
to adopt in the near future. “This should be
sufficient with the other monies available from
other sources to meet the emergency-type
needs that we have in the second year of the
biennium when we are not normally passing
a new budget,” Knoblach said.

The $317 million in the tax relief account is
proposed to be transferred to the General Fund
so it would be available for tax relief. “That is
the amount of money left over as surplus at the
end of the last biennium, June 30, 2005,” Kno-
blach said. By law, that money goes into the tax
reliefaccount. The money could also be used to
offset the loss of if the court rules against the
state in the health impact fee case.

Opponents, including Rep. Lyndon Carlson
(DFL-Crystal), continue to want to know what
road the House is heading down and what
the budget targets may ultimately look like.
Carlson said some members of his caucus have
expressed aninterestin property tax relief,and
approaches to how that might take place.

“We have as pretty good idea where the
governor wants to take the state,” said Rep.
Margaret Anderson Kelliher (DFL-Mpls). “We'd
like a better sense of what carpet ride we're on
over here in the House. ... We're just trying to
see if you can lay some cards on the table.”

By House rule, “In the even-numbered year,
after the budget resolution is adopted by the
Committee, the Committee must adopt a reso-
lution setting limits for each budget category
represented by the major finance and revenue
bills.”

“Once we've established this and we know
what we're working with then we go forward to
setup targets,” Knoblach said. “It’s the process
we're going to use again this year.”
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Family members wanting to take the child
from the hospital would undergo genetic
testing to determine if they are actually
related, said Soderstrom. Furthermore, she
said such a law would help prevent mothers
from leaving their newborns to die in
dumpsters.

Rep. Fran Bradley (R-Rochester) questioned
the ability of mothers of newborns to call 911
and emergency medical services personnel to
take away their child. But Rep. Tim Wilkin
(R-Eagan) said oftentimes these mothers are
desperate when they call for help.

“We’re trying to protect a child that
someone doesn’t want,” said Soderstrom. “We
want to give them (mothers) extra time to find
safe care.”

Safety first

Parents often say child passenger safetyisa
top concern. A bill proposing child passenger
restraint system training requirements
attempts to add more assurance.

HF3368, sponsored by Rep. Brad Finstad
(R-New Ulm), changes child passenger
systems by adding training requirements for
child care providers.

The bill would require the programs
licensed by the Department of Human
Services serving children less than 9 years old
to complete child passenger restraint training,
which targets school age children.

It also adds an exemption program for
individuals using only buses or school buses
to transport children. The House Jobs and
Economic Opportunity Policy and Finance
Committee approved the bill and referred it
to the House floor.

But Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan) had
concerns about discriminating against
certain providers. He questioned the bill
using the term “child care center” instead of
a more general “child care providers.” His
amendment to include individual child care
providers was approved.

Rep. Nora Slawik (DFL-Maplewood) also
had questions about how the bill would
deal with buses carrying children of various
ages. Chad Dunkley, Minnesota Child Care
Association president, said buses already have
seat belts that meet safety standards.

A companion bill (SE3087), sponsored by
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-St. Peter), awaits
action by the Senate Finance Committee.

Moving?

Please help save postage costs by
keeping us informed of address
changes. Call (651) 296-2146 or

(800) 657-3550.
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CRIME
*

Driving under a controlled substance

The definition of a DUI may be broadened
in two ways.

Sponsored by Rep. Doug Meslow (R-
White Bear Lake), HF3647 was held over
March 23 by the House Public Safety Policy
and Finance Committee for possible inclusion
in its omnibus bill.

Meslow said that the law is straightforward
regarding driving under the influence of
alcohol, but it is ambiguous as it relates to
the crime of driving under the influence of a
controlled substance.

The law only applies if someone is under
the influence of something on a specific list of
controlled substances, and that list has proven
to be incomplete, Meslow said.

“The group of controlled substances that
can affect the ability of someone to drive a
motor vehicle is expanding faster than we can
keep up in statutes. And existing statute does
not refer to metabolites of those controlled
substances, so it may be they are still under
the influence of that controlled substance but
that metabolite is not contained within our
statute,” Meslow said.

The bill would broaden the prohibition
against driving while impaired by controlled
substances to include metabolites, and create
a new gross misdemeanor offense for driving
under the influence of a drug provided that
person has had an impaired driving incident
in the previous decade.

“The (attorney general) tells us that they
have to rescind revocations when they show
up in court and they have proof that a person
used cocaine, but all they have for proof
from the blood test is the metabolite, or the
normal bodily chemicals produced when a
body processes the cocaine,” said Steve Simon,
director of the Minnesota Criminal Justice
System DWI Task Force, which recommended
the bill. He said that each drug has a fairly
unique signature because each drug has a
different chemical structure.

A companion bill (SF3517), sponsored by
Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Coon Rapids), awaits
action by the Senate Crime Prevention and
Public Safety Committee.

Offering emotional support

Susie Maher’s son, Joshua, was murdered
in St. Paul eight years ago.

“When I got that death notification my life
turned upside-down and inside-out,” she told
the House Public Safety Policy and Finance
Committee March 28. “I had no idea how to
help myself face what I was facing, much less

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

Susie Maher, whose son was murdered eight
years ago, testifies before the House Public
Safety Policy and Finance Committee March 28
in support of a bill that would provide $150,000
for Victim Intervention Program, Inc.

my surviving son.”

Housed in the homicide units of the
Minneapolis and St. Paul police departments,
Victim Intervention Program, Inc. is a
nonprofit organization that offers counseling
and support to help where it can.

“Without VIPL I can only imagine the
anger, bitterness, revenge and heartache we
might still be suffering today,” Maher said.
“The program showed me the way to help
myself and my family, my extended family
and my son’s friends, all kinds of ripples in
the pool that were hugely important to healing
and coming to some way of accepting where
our life went.”

Sponsored by Rep. Mary Murphy (DFL-Her-
mantown), HF3869 would appropriate $150,000
to the program in the current biennium for
expansion across the Twin Cities metropolitan
area. The bill was held over for possible inclusion
in the committee’s omnibus bill.

The program has two paid positions, with
the rest of its efforts coming from volunteers,
many of whom also abruptly lost a loved one.
More than 95 percent of incoming funds go
towards client care and programs.

“This organization serves in a spectacular
way and the demand is huge,” said Tim Lynch,
homicide commander of the St. Paul Police
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Department. The program also serves as a
liaison between the authorities and families
keeping them up-to-date on an investigation,
rather than having the family continually
calling investigators.

“Who’s going to be there for you,” Maher
asked. “T hope they’re the same people that
were there for me, that offered me hope and
gave me the vision and the tools to take myself
from that painful place to living in honor of
my loved one.”

A companion bill (SF3498), sponsored by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls), was laid over by
the Public Safety Budget Division of the Senate
Finance Committee for possible inclusion in
an omnibus bill.

EDUCATION
*

Language Chinese

Minnesota students may have a greater
opportunity to learn the language and culture
of China.

Sponsored by House Majority Leader Erik
Paulsen (R-Eden Prairie), HF3910 would
make Mandarin, the primary language of the
Chinese, more available to state classrooms,
Mary Ann Nelson, assistant commissioner of
Academic Excellence for the Department of
Education told the House Education Policy
and Reform Committee March 24. Approved
by the committee, the bill, which has no
Senate companion, now goes to the House
Education Finance Committee.

There are now about 16 teachers across
the state teaching Mandarin. The bill would
appropriate $250,000 in fiscal year 2007 to
begin a statewide effort to develop and expand
Chinese language instruction.

“This is a wonderful bill. China is a rising
power,” Rep. Lynn Wardlow (R-Eagan) said.
He told the committee about the opportunities
that are open to his son, an attorney fluent in
Mandarin.

Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville) favors
the bill, but is concerned about the partisan
process that brought the bill to the committee.
She said that last year the world language
teachers spearheaded a bipartisan effort to
raise the awareness to the growing importance
of world language curriculum, but a resulting
bill was not acted upon.

The world language teachers are “bitterly
disappointed,” shesaid, that the state is making
the decision to provide the opportunity only
for the Chinese language.

She said that some see the importance of
local control in deciding which languages
should be offered in a district. “Whether it is
a good idea for the state to provide leadership
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in (offering) the Chinese language, or whether
it would be better to have the leadership in all
world languages, and let local communities
decide, I think that is one issue the committee
could wrestle with.”

Longer school year

Minnesotastudents almost had their summer
vacations cut short, but a bill supporting
a longer school year stalled in the House
Education Finance Committee March 23.

HF3528 would add seven days to the
current 170-day school year; teachers would
be given three or four more days for training
and there would be a shorter break in the

Proposal to Extend the
School Year

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Ted Blaesing, superintendent of White Bear Lake
Area Schools and president of the Minnesota
Association of School Administrators, discusses
a proposal to extend the school year during a
hearing of the House Education Finance Com-
mittee March 23.

summer with somewhat longer breaks
during the school year. Rep. Randy Demmer
(R-Hayfield), the bill’s sponsor, said this would
help move Minnesota to a world-class system
for students. After a lengthy discussion, the
measure was tabled.

Ted Blaesing, superintendent of White
Bear Lake Area Schools and president
of the Minnesota Association of School
Administrators, said adding school days to
the calendar would help level the playing
field for Minnesota students with their world
counterparts who are in school longer each
year.

Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville)
noted there would be a tremendous cost to
increasing the school calendar. She wanted
to know if that would be the responsibility of
the local districts or if the state would bear
the burden.

Demmer said there is no expenditure
proposed at this time. “If we start looking at
the money, we get the cart before the horse.
We need to be talking about what the vision
should be for education ... and then we’ll find
the way and make that investment.”

Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan) wanted to
know what would be done with the extra time
allotted. “I see more days, I don’t see what
we are going to do with the days.” He said
students get many days off during the school
year, and if more days are the issue, then
maybe that is where days could be added.

Rep. John Dorn (DFL-Mankato) would
welcome a discussion on how to use the
currently allotted days more effectively. “I
don’t know how many school days are lost to
vacations and workshops.”

A companion bill (SF3203), sponsored by
Sen. Geoff Michel (R-Edina), awaits action by
the Senate Education Committee.

School choice

A bill that would give some public school
students the option to attend private schools
was defeated 15-13 by the House Education
Policy and Reform Committee March 23.

“Since 1925, the law of the U.S. has been
that people have the freedom to choose their
schools — wait a minute, people of means
have the freedom to choose their schools,”
said Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan), sponsor
of HF3504.

In an effort to put an end to what he sees
as a two-class education system, he said
the General Education Access Grant bill,
commonly known as the voucher proposal,
would offer the “poorest of the poor” the same
opportunity as more affluent people to choose
the schools which they would like to attend.

The bill calls for access grants covering

Session Weekly 1


http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF3498&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=63&status=active
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=42B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=42B
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3910&ssn=0&y=2006
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=38B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=54A
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3528&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=29A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=54A
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=35B
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=23B
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF3203&ssn=0&y=2005
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_bio.php?district=41&status=active
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/members.asp?district=35B
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF3504&ssn=0&y=2005

tuition and fees to be made available to eligible
students in the Minneapolis and St. Paul
school districts.

Dr. William Green, interim superintendent
of Minneapolis Public Schools, said that
Minneapolis students already have several
educational choice options, including magnet
schools and open enrollment.

“Public school choice means parents and
students choose schools. Private schools
choose rich students they enroll,” he said,
adding that this bill would provide a tax
subsidy to the private schools to do what they
already do, select which students they serve.

Louis King, a Woodbury resident, said the
current system is not working for inner-city
children. He told the committee that, as an
ROTC recruiter and instructor, he notices
a different Minnesota. “This issue is about
a people willing to use any means necessary
to ensure that their children have access
to quality education. ... You could go into
a kindergarten class filled with African-
American children and tell half of them to
proceed to the first grade. The other half,
we’d say, not so fast — go straight to jail or
the welfare lines.”

Rep. John Dorn (DFL-Mankato) is
concerned about the financial implications
with the possibility of up to 50,000 students
being eligible to participate in a voucher
program. “I do believe the bill is not ready for
prime time.”

Sen. David Hann (R-Eden Prairie) sponsors
a companion bill (SF2962), which awaits
action in the Senate Finance Committee.

Alternative teacher training

Abill that would have created an alternative
teacher training program was rejected 70-62
March 27 by the full House.

Sponsored by Rep. Sondra Erickson
(R-Princeton), HF2680 would provide an
alternative path to teacher licensure for
qualified professionals wanting to leave their
careers and become K-12 teachers in areas
experiencing teacher shortages: math, science,
world languages, English as a second language
and special education.

During the one-year program, an applicant
would need to complete a pre-introduction
program; 200 hours of specified instruction
leading to a license and up to 15 graduate
credits towards a master’s degree; on-the-job
mentoring arranged by an employing district;
and a one-week workshop that includes analysis
and reflection on the first year of teaching.

Ifthe evaluation team gives its approval and
the teacher passes a subject assessment test for
each area to be taught, the candidate would
receive a standard entrance license from the
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Board of Teaching.
Opponents said the bill would, in part,

undercut the current teacher training system
at colleges and universities and potentially risk
Minnesota’s status as having quality teachers.
They also said other alternative pathways
now exist, such as summer sessions, on-site
training and online training.

“This will lower quality and hurt student
learning because it may put less qualified
teachers into the classroom,” said Rep. Sandra
Peterson (DFL-New Hope). “I'm concerned
that it takes the actual recommending to
the Board of Teaching out of the higher ed
institutions and places it in the hands of local
school districts. ... This creates a two-track
system. I want to be sure that the four-year
institutions are the ones making that final
determination and the final recommendation
to the Board of Teaching for who gets
licensed.”

“The board already issues hundreds and
hundreds of waivers in this state a year to
allow folks who have less science and math
experience to teach because we have a shortage
of teachers,” said Rep. Karen Klinzing
(R-Woodbury).

A companion bill (SF2764), sponsored by
Sen. David Hann (R-Eden Prairie), awaits
action by the Senate Education Committee.

ELECTIONS
*

Polling place buffer zones

A bill that would clarify the buffer zone
around polling places was approved by the
House Civil Law and Elections Committee
March 27 and now moves to the House
floor.

HF1596, sponsored by Rep. Tom Emmer
(R-Delano), is primarily directed at protesters
and solicitors. Under current statute, they are
not allowed within 100 feet from the entrance
of the polling place. The bill would extend that
distance to within 100 feet of the “property line
of any private or public parcel of property on
which a building containing a polling place is
located.”

A companion bill (SF1317), sponsored
by Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington),
failed March 22 in the Senate Elections
Committee.

“This isn’t far enough, as far as I'm
concerned,” Rep. Matt Dean (R-Dellwood)
said. After witnessing intimidation in the
last election, he said, “It made a very stark
impression on me that we needed to do
something stronger than what I see here.”

Rep. Bill Hilty (DFL-Finalyson) said that
it would be difficult for people to determine
thelocation of a property line. Emmer said he

found that problematic as well, and would be
willing to work on the language.

Helping disabled voters

Townships would no longer have to provide
special voting equipment for disabled voters,
under a bill heard by a House committee
March 28.

HF2608, sponsored by Rep. Bud Heidgerken
(R-Freeport), would alter a state law that
extends certain provisions of the federal
Help America Vote Act to local elections.
Specifically, a requirement that local
governments provide blind and visually
impaired voters with special voting machines
that allow them to vote without human
assistance would no longer apply to township
elections.

Heidgerken told members of the House
State Government Finance Committee that
some township governments have had to
spend as much as 10 percent of their tax
revenue on the machines, which are needed
by only a handful of residents.

Kent Sulem, attorney for the Minnesota
Association of Townships, said the estimated
costs associated with the machines were often
in the thousands of dollars. He added that
in some cases, no one is even asking for the
machines.

Judy Sanders, testifying on behalf of the
National Federation of the Blind of Minnesota,
said blind voters want to have the same privacy
afforded to non-disabled voters.

“We have always appreciated the help
we’ve received at the voting booth, but that
was in the day when there was no other
alternative.”

Sanders suggested postponing any
legislation until after this year’s fall elections
to see how bad the problem actually is.

Committee Chair Rep. Marty Seifert
(R-Marshall) encouraged both sides to work
out an agreement on their own, but added
that he sympathizes with the townships’
position.

“We’ve got to follow the common sense test,
folks. And it’s tough to justify this for every
single precinct and every single situation,”
Seifert said.

The committee tabled the bill because it
first must be acted on by the House Civil Law
and Elections Committee.

A companion bill (SF2591), sponsored
by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), awaits
action by the Senate Elections Committee.

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s Web page at:
http://www.leg.mn
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Uniform dates for elections

Last year, elections in Minnesota were
held on 102 different days. Sponsored by
Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan), HF587 would
specify that elections could only be held on
five specific days throughout the year.

Buesgens told the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee March 27 that the
number of local elections held on various
days is confusing to voters. “We are all for
maximizing voter turnout, and the way to do
that is by setting specific dates in the year.”

Approved by the committee and sent to
the House floor, the bill would require that
elections be held on the fourth Tuesday in
January, the second Tuesday in March, the
third Tuesday in May, the first Tuesday after
the second Monday in September and the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November.
It also calls for uniformity in the time of day
that polls can be open.

Opponents said that voters are aware
when there is an election on an issue relating
specifically to their local jurisdiction.

Ann Higgins, intergovernmental relations
representative with the League of Minnesota
Cities, said that many cities have provisions in
place where issues can be brought before the
local voter. She explained there are regulations
specifying how long after a local unit of
government calls for an election that it must
be held. “The bill would delay that process by
making it subject to the requirements of this
law to have those elections on other dates.”

A companion bill (SF827), sponsored
by Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington), was
tabled March 22 by the Senate Elections
Committee.

ENVIRONMENT
*

Air quality test

The city of Avon may not get $6,000 to
conduct an air quality study, despite the efforts
of Rep. Larry Hosch (DFL-St. Joseph).

“We don’t have any dollars,” said
Rep. Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount), chair
of the House Agriculture, Environment and
Natural Resources Finance Committee.

The committee held HF2886 over March
29 for possible inclusion in its omnibus bill.
A companion bill (SF2526), sponsored by
Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-Paynesville), awaits
action in the Senate Finance Committee.

But Avon will get something: ambient
monitoring in the elementary school and the
assurance and peace of mind that may bring
to the parents of the school children.

Mike Sandusky, director of the
Environmental Analysis and Outcomes
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Division of the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, said that, as part of an emissions
impact study being conducted by the agency
and paid for by a wood finishing business in
Avon, the school’s air will be monitored and
analyzed.

Sandusky said he would direct that the
monitoring take place despite the usual
agency modeling procedures, which would
accurately determine the air quality impact
of the business’s emissions on the school and
on all public facilities in Avon.

Following the meeting, Sandusky explained
that modeling is a process of analyzing a
business’s emissions to ascertain if hazardous
levels of toxic compounds are present.

The process is more cost and time efficient
than the alternative of citywide ambient
monitoring and is “very accurate,” Sandusky
said, although the accuracy decreases in direct
proportion to the distance from the emissions
site. He added that the half-mile from the
Avon business to the school would not affect
the modeling accuracy.

Regarding his decision to honor the request
from Rep. Jean Wagenius (DFL-Mpls) to
monitor the air in the Avon school and
provide a report to the city, Sandusky said
there is a “general public misperception”
about asthma.

Documentation exists, he said, that of the
many variables that may be contributing to
the growing incidence of asthma nationwide,
lifestyle — particularly exposure to cigarette
smoke — is the largest contributor.

Mercury reduction

The day may come when people who catch
fish in Minnesota’s lakes and streams won’t
fear that eating their catch will subject them
to mercury poisoning. Yet, fillet aficionados of
all ages would be advised to review the Health
Department’s Web site regarding safe levels of
fish consumption.

HF3712, sponsored by Rep. Tom Hackbarth
(R-Cedar) and approved March 23 by the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee, is also known as the Mercury
Emissions Reduction Act of 2006. Its goal is to
reduce, by 90 percent, the amount of mercury
released over the Land of 10,000 Lakes by the
end of 2015. The bill now awaits action by the
House Regulated Industries Committee.

Classified as a heavy metal, mercury is a
neurotoxin, which means it adversely affects
the nervous system. The more mercury, the
greater the risk, and the greatest risk is to
fetuses and young children because their
nervous systems are still developing. It is the
major pollutant in two-thirds of Minnesota’s
impaired waters.

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

Joseph Carruth, director of environmental affairs
for Mercury Waste Solutions, Inc., demonstrates
the use of a waste florescent bulb container dur-
ing his March 23 testimony before the House
Environmentand Natural Resources Committee.
He spoke in support of a bill that would require
disclosure regarding disposal of lamps contain-
ing mercury.

While 90 percent of the state’s mercury
pollution comes from out-of-state sources, the
bill, as amended, would require the six largest
coal-fired generating plants in the state to reduce
emissions according to procedures approved by
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

David Thornton, agency commissioner,
said that requiring reductions from the
generating plants, which are owned by Xcel
Energy or Minnesota Power, would reduce
the greatest amount of mercury for the cost.

A companion bill (SF3398), sponsored
by Sen. D. Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls), awaits
action by the Senate Rules and Administration
Committee.

Timber permit extensions

Many Minnesotans enjoy mild winters,
especially mild winters with lots of snow.

But for those who contract to harvest the
timber from state forests, mild and snow-filled
winters may mean fewer work days, since
deep snow can prohibit access to harvesting
equipment. In addition, the ground must be
adequately frozen to minimize equipment
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damage to the forest environment. Thus, it
may take an extra winter or more beyond the
terms of the original contract for the timber
to be harvested.

HF3039, sponsored by Rep. Greg Blaine
(R-Little Falls) and passed 132-0 on the House
floor March 27, would permit the Department
of Natural Resources to extend contracts when
inclement weather disallows the timber to be
harvested during the contracted time.

Passed 59-0 by the Senate March 30, the bill
now goes to the governor.

FAMILY
*

Prevention measures

A group looking to help end domestic
violence might get two more years to finish
its work.

Sponsored by Rep. Steve Smith (R-Mound),
HF3197 would extend the duration of a
34-member domestic fatality review team
pilot project in the 4th Judicial District until
Dec. 31, 2008.

The project is a collaboration of public,
private and nonprofit organizations operating
in Hennepin County. It is set to expire at
the end of this year, with a report due to the
Legislature by Jan. 15, 2007. The bill would
also extend the report due date by two years.

The bill was held over March 23 by the
House Public Safety Policy and Finance
Committee for possible inclusion in its
omnibus bill.

“The purpose of the domestic fatality
review team is to examine deaths resulting
from domestic violence in order to identify the
circumstances that led to those homicides,”
said Project Director Tim Reardon. “Our goal
is to improve identification, intervention and
prevention efforts in similar cases.”

“Since our team began in 2000, we have
implemented well over 24 substantive
programmatic changes that have resulted
in better support for victims of domestic
violence, and increased the penalties for
those who perpetrate that kind of violence,”
he said.

According to a Hennepin County resolution
that provided for $30,000 in 2005 to help cover
operational expenses, more than $120,000 of
in-kind services were donated to the team in
2004, including 2,736 hours contributed by
professionals and more than $6,500 of in-kind
support in office supplies, meeting space and
mailing expenses were offered. The team also
solicits funding from other sources.

A companion bill (SF2818), sponsored by
Sen. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls), was passed
62-0 by the Senate March 29.
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GOVERNMENT
*

Backin thering

A House committee approved a bill to
re-establish a state boxing commission.

HF3484, sponsored by Rep. Andy Westerberg
(R-Blaine), would create a five-member
Minnesota Boxing Commission similar to the
one the state abolished five years ago.

The House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Committee approved the bill
March 24. It now goes to the House Commerce
and Financial Institutions Committee.

Anoka County Commissioner Scott
LeDoux, a former professional boxer, said
having a governmental body charged with
regulating boxing contests would not only
increase safety but also help re-establish the
sport in Minnesota.

“There’s no boxing allowed in the state of
Minnesota, and what that means to fighters is
that they don’t get a chance to fight at home,
they don’t get a chance to fight in front of their
fans, and they don’t get a chance to fight in
front of their family — and I think that’s just
wrong,” LeDoux said.

Professional boxer and Minnesota native
Anthony Bonsante, a former contestant on
NBC’s reality show “The Contender,” spoke to
the economic benefits of having professional
boxing in the state.

N . |
PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
Former professional heavyweight boxer, Scott
LeDoux, right, and international boxing referee,
Mark Nelson, share alaugh with members of the
House Governmental Operations and Veterans
Affairs Committee March 24 while LeDoux testi-
fies for the re-establishment of a state boxing
commission.

“When you have top promoters that come
into the state — top-ranked, main events, Don
King — they come into your state and pay
huge amounts of money in order to promote
their fights in your state,” Bonsante said.

For the most part, committee members
from both parties voiced enthusiastic support
for the bill.

Rep. Lloyd Cybart (R-Apple Valley) praised
the increase in safety and standards that
would result from a boxing commission.

Rep. Larry Haws (DFL-St. Cloud) praised
the edifying effects of boxing and wrestling
programs on youth, adding that passing
the bill would help repair the state’s youth
amateur boxing program. “They may start
with a fighter, but they end up with a
disciplined athlete,” he said.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) successfully
amended the bill by changing the term “tough
man” to “tough person” in regard to a type of
contest that features boxers of any skill level
or physical condition fighting one-minute
rounds.

A companion bill (SF3123), sponsored
by Sen. Gary Kubly (DFL-Granite Falls),
awaits action in the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

Report faults state council

A financial audit of the Council on Black
Minnesotans revealed improper expense
reimbursements, mishandling of grant
funds and a lack of attendance at council
meetings, an official told a House committee
March 28.

David Poliseno, audit manager for the
Office of the Legislative Auditor, discussed
the findings of a recent report on the council
with the House State Government Finance
Committee, which took no action.

Amongitskey findings, the report concluded
that the council committed several infractions
during fiscal years 2002 to 2005, including:

+ unsupported payroll expenditures;

« per diem overpayments totaling $1,430;

« improperly spent grant funds totaling
$51,000;

» receipts not deposited or unaccounted for in
the state’s accounting system; and

+ low attendance at meetings.

Poliseno said a 2002 audit resulted in
similar findings. He added that six of the 12
problems detailed in the 2002 report had not
yet been resolved at the time of the new one.

Council member Lucky R. Rosenbloom
urged the committee to carefully scrutinize
the council’s practices. He added that his own
research led him to believe the same types
of mismanagement had been going on since
1987.
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“There is no excuse, from 1987 to the latest
audit, that we keep seeing the same types of
mistakes over and over and over again from
a state organization,” Rosenbloom said.

Executive Director Lester Collins disputed
many of the report’s findings.

He admitted the council suffered from
“absenteeism,” but dismissed many of the
other accusations as misunderstandings
relating to paperwork or circumstances that
were beyond the council’s control.

Roger Banks, policy and research analyst
for the council, said many of the financial
troubles within the organization arise from
its small size.

“Smaller agencies do have issues relative
to scope and span of control and control
mechanisms,” Banks said.

Some committee members weren’t buying
it.

Committee Chair Rep. Marty Seifert
(R-Marshall) said he was “bewildered”
at the council’s “chronic problems of
absenteeism.”

Rep. Greg Blaine (R-Little Falls) said that if
some of the problems outlined in the report
had occurred in a private sector business,
those responsible would likely be fired.

“I would encourage you to probably
step your efforts up, as the leader of your
organization, to come to grips with this in
probably a short period of time,” Blaine told
Collins.

Cutting special session pay

On March 28, members of a House
committee debated the merits of forcing
legislators to take a pay cut when the
Legislature fails to pass a budget and goes
into special session.

HF3187, sponsored by Rep. Joyce Peppin (R-
Rogers), would apply only in situations such as
the one last year, in which the Legislature failed
to approve a state budget before the constitu-
tional deadline and a special session was needed.
According to the bill, legislators may not receive
per diem living expenses during a special session
if the session is called because the Legislature
failed to pass necessary budget bills during an
odd-numbered year or because the Legislature
failed to pass an omnibus capital investment bill
during an even-numbered year.

Members of the House State Government
Finance Committee had reservations
about the bill and its potential unintended
consequences.

Rep. Loren Solberg (DFL-Grand Rapids)
said the bill had the effect of empowering the
governor, who can veto legislation and keep
a special session going, while disempowering
legislators.
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“You better be a little careful of what you ask
for, because you might get it. That governor’s
office may change, and you may not want that
governor to have that additional power over
the legislative branch,” he said.

Rep. Chris DeLaForest (R-Andover)
worries that pressuring legislators to pass a
budget before deadline might force them to
compromise their values.

“This pressure to get done on time, with
this penalty looming over legislators, may
provide an incentive to agree to particular
budget bills that fiscally conservative people
would not consider to be in the best interests
of the state,” he said.

Rep. Bill Hilty (DFL-Finlayson) had a
different take on the issue. He said he objected
to the popular portrayal of last session as a
“failure.”

“I think that’s a very narrow concept of
what the job is — to say that it’s better to do
something, even if you think it’s the wrong
thing, than to say, ‘T refuse to do something
that does not represent the best interests of
my constituents and does not square with
my own personal philosophy or conscience,”
Hilty said.

The bill was held over for possible inclusion
in the committee omnibus bill.

A companion bill (SF2700), sponsored
by Sen. Mady Reiter (R-Shoreview), awaits
action in the Senate Rules and Administration
Committee.

HEALTH
*

Prohibiting mercury vaccinations

Immunizations have drastically cut the rate
of diseases like measles, mumps and rubella
in the United States. But new controversy
has sprung up around vaccines because
some contain mercury in a form known
as thimerosal — which some say causes
autism.

HF1505, sponsored by Rep. Laura Brod
(R-New Prague), would prohibit the use of
vaccines containing mercury or mercury
compounds. Only a vaccine with the least
amount of mercury may be administered if a
mercury-free vaccine or vaccine containing a
trace amount of mercury is not available.

The House Health Policy and Finance
Committee did not approve the bill March
24. A companion bill (SF639), sponsored by
Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), was tabled
March 29 by the Senate Health and Family
Security Committee.

“My legislation is a reasonable approach
to getting mercury out of vaccines as much
as possible,” said Brod. “Let’s err on the side

of caution while the scientists continue their
important debate.”

But that debate is far from over. While
proponents of the bill contend thimerosal
poses a health risk to children as evidenced
by an increase in autism, opponents say there
is no study clearly showing that thimerosal
causes autism.

Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-Columbia
Heights) said the state should move in the
direction of the bill. “Why are we protecting
that product when there’s risk?”

Kris Ehresmann, Department of Health
director of the immunizations, tuberculosis
and international health unit, said most
vaccines for children are already moving
toward eliminating as much mercury as
possible. It is flu vaccines — which is even
more important during the watch on bird flu
— that contain mercury. She added that the
July 2007 implementation date was too soon
for the state to be ready.

Mary Ho, a public health nurse in Rice
County, said the bill “would act as an effective
barrier to vaccines.” Physicians and doctors
should determine a patient’s treatment, Ho
said.

N HIGHER EDUCATION

Permission granted

A bill granting permission to construct a
new building at Minnesota State University,
Mankato was approved 132-0 by the House
March 27.

HF2892 allows the university to “raise
$24 million to build a 95,000-square foot
building and give that to the state. They
will also raise $8 million to provide facility
operations and maintenance endowment,”
said Rep. John Dorn (DFL-Mankato), the
bill’s sponsor. Additional monies would be
used for faculty costs and scholarships, he
said.

The bill specifies non-state monies are to be
used to design, construct, furnish and equip
an academic building on the campus.

Basically the role of the Legislature is to
consent to the agreement to allow $57 million
in private dollars to be used by the Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities system to build
the addition for the College of Business, said
Dorn.

The college is running out of room for
classrooms and space with the growth of
programs, University President Richard
Davenport told a House committee.

The bill now goes to the Senate where
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-St. Peter) is the
sponsor.
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Openness in U of M hiring

Under state law, the process of selecting
a president for the University of Minnesota
from a slate of finalists is not classified as
private, and a bill (HF3136) sponsored by
Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka) would be
change that.

Abrams said that while he is “an open
meeting sort of guy,” he is convinced that
an exception needs to be made in the case of
hiring a university president.

Frank Berman, a member of the Board
of Regents, told the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee March 27 that the
open meeting law and the data practices act
require that the finalist process of choosing
a university president be public, including
interviews and deliberations.

The committee approved the bill and
referred it to the House Higher Education
Finance Committee.

“The open meeting law literally destroys
the ability to find the best person for this
critical position,” Berman said, adding that
in 2003, before President Robert Bruininks
was hired, a search firm said that the open
process would preclude many qualified
people from applying. “Worse than the
application process that thoroughly prevents
the most qualified applicants from applying,
is that the deliberations of the board must be
done in public. No one of any stature would
subject themselves to such a public spectacle,”
Berman said.

Rep. Chris DeLaForest (R-Andover) said
that openness allows for the news media
and others to be involved in the process, and
surfacing information that may not otherwise
be made available. “Isn’t there something to
be gained by having this process open?” he
asked.

Mark Anfinson, attorney for the Minnesota
Newspaper Association, said the initial
slate of candidates is not public, only the
finalists are public. “At that point the balance
has historically tipped for some public
scrutiny.”

He added that the internal scrutiny cannot
always be trusted to flush out the details of
a candidate. He referenced the search to fill
the superintendent position with the St. Paul
School District where pertinent information
about a finalist was “completely missed by the
search firm,” but found by a newspaper.

“If this bill is adopted, what is to stop every
other governmental unit in the state from
coming forward and asking for the same
thing?” he said.

A companion bill (SF2678), sponsored by
Sen. Sandy Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), awaits
action by the Senate Judiciary Committee.
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Gopher football stadium

Benefits of selling one area available for
public recreation could be reaped by another
form of public recreation.

Approved as amended March 29 by the
House Capital Investment Committee and
referred to the House Ways and Means
Committee, HF263, sponsored by Rep. Ron
Abrams (R-Minnetonka), would, in the words
of its sponsor, “bring football back to the
campus of the University of Minnesota.”

The bill calls for the state to pay
$9.4 million annually for 25 years for
2,840 acres of University of Minnesota land
near Rosemount, land which Abrams called
“some of the most pristine park and natural
resources land in the Twin Cities metropolitan
area.” Upon conclusion of the payments,
the university would sell the land to the
Department of Natural Resources for $1. The
proposal adds $2 million to the initial state
offer of $7.4 million per year.

“If the university were to continue to
manage this parcel, we certainly would
preserve the natural habitat, particularly
in the environmentally sensitive areas,
but probably not an area this large,” said
University of Minnesota President Robert
Bruininks. “This agreement absolutely
guarantees an undeveloped natural area for
the public in perpetuity.”

The money would be used by the university
to help pay down its long-term debt on money
borrowed to build a 50,000-seat football

stadium on its Minneapolis campus. The
Gophers moved into the Metrodome in 1982
after spending decades playing at Memorial
Stadium on campus.

Before any state money goes toward the
stadium, the university must prove it has
received $124 million in non-state sources for
its share of the project, including student fees.
The new agreement calls for the prospective
student share, beginning with entering
students in 2007, to decrease from $50 to $25
per semester.

“I want a stadium, but I don’t want more
placed on the backs of students,” said Rep. Tim
Mahoney (DFL-St. Paul). He unsuccessfully
offered an amendment to eliminate any
student fee increase for the stadium.

In addition to Bruininks, others speaking
in support of the bill were football coach Glen
Mason and Athletics Director Joel Maturi.
Also present were at least two members of the
Board of Regents.

Thisled Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul)
and Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) to wonder
if this is the university’s top priority this year.
They and Rep. Jim Knoblach (R-St. Cloud)
were the only no votes.

Abrams said that in his meetings with
university personnel, other things rank
higher, especially its bonding request and its
biomedical initiative.

A companion bill (SF237), sponsored by
Sen. Geoff Michel (R-Edina), awaits action
by the Senate Finance Committee.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

Seated behind the University of Minnesota’s 1941 national championship football, current football
coach Glen Mason, left, reacts when asked by House Capital Investment Committee Chair Dan Dor-
man when one of his teams will win another championship. Mason fired back, jokingly, “When will
you build me a stadium?” Mason and Athletics Director Joel Maturi, right, were among university
supporters testifying March 29 before the committee for a new on-campus football stadium.
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Drinking, drug use parent notification

Asatool to help colleges deal with underage
drinking and illegal drug use, parents could
be notified if their student is involved in these
behaviors, under HF3848, sponsored by Rep.
Paul Marquart (DFL-Dilworth).

Currently, the Minnesota Data Practices
Act allows institutions to disclose emergency
health and safety information. It is unclear,
however, whether the law allows for disclosure
of an alcohol- or drug-related incident if it
is only a violation of school policy or even
state law. Marquart’s bill would clear up
the ambiguity by linking the state law with
the federal law that allows for this type of
disclosure.

The bill was approved by the House Civil
Law and Elections Committee March 27,
and referred to the House Higher Education
Finance Committee.

Rep. Chris DeLaForest (R-Andover) said
he understood the importance of reporting
serious incidents, but wanted to know if
parents could also be receiving a letter stating,
“Hey, we found a six-pack in Junior’s dorm
room.”

“What I'm hearing from school officials
is this is not to catch the person who has the
six-pack in their dorm. It is to try to deal with
the DUIs and to try to deal with underage
drinking when there is a citation ... to just
let parents know,” Marquart said.

He added that under federal law, if the
student is under age 21 and the institution
determines the student has committed a
disciplinary violation with respect to such
use or possession, the incident could be
reported.

A companion bill (SF3589), sponsored by
Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), awaits
action by the Senate Education Committee.

Defining residency

Military personnel and certain family
members could have new exemptions to help
them qualify for state financial aid programs
when a residency issue could be a factor.

HF2817, sponsored by Rep. Randy Demmer
(R-Hayfield), would allow those on active
military service in Minnesota, including
spouses and dependents; those who have
relocated to the state from a declared
presidential disaster area; and those defined
as refugees under federal law, to qualify for
state aid even if they have not lived in the state
in the prior 12 months.

The House Higher Education Finance
Committee held the bill over March 27 for
possible inclusion in its omnibus bill. It has
no Senate companion.

Under current law, a student must meet one
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of four conditions for residency: to have lived
in the state the last 12 months; be a dependent
of a Minnesota resident; be a student who
graduated from a Minnesota high school;
or to have resided in the state for at least a
year with a General Education Development
certificate.

It is estimated the bill would affect about
50 people initially and about 25 per year
thereafter, each at a cost of an average of
$2,000 per year.

Demmer said a military service constituent
of his who had recently moved to the state
received $2,500 in financial aid, but was
asked to pay it back when it was learned that
he did not meet the 12-month residency
qualification.

HUMAN SERVICES
*

Helping the homeless

Gov. Tim Pawlenty recently provided $10
million in state grants to help end long-term
homelessness. A bill in the House requesting
less than $1 million hopes to aid the same
cause.

HF3513, sponsored by Rep. Michael
Nelson (DFL-Brooklyn Center), would
appropriate $650,000 toward implementing a
statewide Homeless Management Information
System and a capacity building grant for the
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency.

The system is a computerized database
that allows organizations providing services
for the homeless a way to collect client
information electronically and easily produce
required reports. The additional dollars
would make the system more comprehensive
by incorporating all emergency shelters,
transitional housing and permanent
supportive housing providers.

The House Jobs and Economic Opportunity
Policy and Finance Committee held the bill
over for possible inclusion in its omnibus
bill.

Rep Andy Westerberg (R-Blaine) and Rep.
Nora Slawik (DFL-Maplewood) wanted
to know if the Minnesota Coalition for
the Homeless had statistics for the system.
Numbers are currently tracked by some
services utilized by the homeless but an
upgraded system would enable better tracking
of statistics, said Michael Dahl, executive
director of the coalition. “This provides a
common reporting tool. Our services will
reach a different level.”

Michele Merxbauer, a social worker at
Three Rivers Community Action, added that
an improved system would allow her to better
manage case loads and reallocate resources.

A companion bill (SF3160), sponsored
by Sen. D. Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls), awaits
action by the Senate Finance Committee.

IMMIGRATION
*

Immigration bill revised

The bill representing Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s
policy initiatives on immigration enforcement
went through a number of changes before being
approved by a House committee March 29.

HF3308, sponsored by Rep. Steve Smith
(R-Mound), was approved as amended by
the House Public Safety Policy and Finance
Committee. It now goes to the House Rules
and Legislative Administration Committee.

“Tonight’s bill is about the failure of our
state and our local governments to do what
they can to stop this crime wave by foreign-
born criminals and other criminals in our
midst,” Smith said.

According to Smith, approximately 500
felons in the state prison system and 10,000 in
the county system are foreign-born. “We don’t
know if they’re illegal,” he said, “but I believe
we should.” He added that their victims might
have been saved if law enforcement officers
had asked about their immigration status
before they committed their crimes.

In order to shore up bipartisan support
for the bill, Smith offered to amend it
by removing or modifying several of its
provisions. Specifically, he offered to:

+ remove an article prohibiting “sanctuary
laws” by local governments;

+ delete language in the bill that would require
a “status check” date on state-issued iden-
tification cards of immigrants;

* support a proposal to create an immigra-
tion task force that would report to the
Legislature;

« change the name of the proposed “Minnesota
Illegal Immigration Enforcement Unit” to
“Special Crimes Unit”;

+ narrow sanctions on employers who hire
illegal immigrants; and

* propose a compromise on the bill’s fake ID
provisions.

The committee amended the bill as Smith
proposed. It has at least two more committee
stops before reaching the House floor.

A companion, SF3117, sponsored by Sen.
Betsy Wergin (R-Princeton), awaits action in
the Senate Crime Prevention and Public Safety
Committee.

Health coverage services eliminated
Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s report released in
December 2005 states that illegal immigrants
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cost Minnesota between $176 million and
$188 million annually. A House bill hopes
to stymie those costs — specifically through
public assistance health care programs, which
cost the state $17 million in 2005, according
to the governor’s report.

HF2877, sponsored by Rep. Tom Emmer
(R-Delano), would eliminate the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
coverage for undocumented mothers.

Currently undocumented mothers, under
the state program, are covered for prenatal
care, labor, delivery and 60 days of postpartum
services. Emmer said these women will still
be eligible for coverage during emergency
situations.

“Minnesota has become a magnet for
these women,” said Emmer, who added that
undocumented mothers flock to the state
because of its generous health care policies.

On March 28, the House Health Policy
and Finance Committee held the bill over for
possible inclusion in its omnibus bill. There
is no Senate companion.

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba (DFL-Long
Prairie) said that although she is pro-life,
she can’t support the bill because “we need
to respect the child.” Emmer said there is no
impact on the child’s life in the bill. However,
Otremba said prenatal care is important to a
newborn’s vitality and health.

Rep. Barb Goodwin (DFL-Columbia
Heights) agreed with Otremba and said it
was ironic that Emmer would support the bill
because of his pro-life stance.

Still, proponents of the bill said
Minnesotans are picking up the high
cost of these undocumented immigrants.
Rep. Duke Powell (R-Burnsville) said he
frequently listens to his constituents say
undocumented mothers abuse the service.

Rep. Thomas Huntley (DFL-Duluth) said
the costs would be higher for the state once a
child is born and has complications because
it will be considered a Minnesotan and U.S.
citizen.

LAW

When Fido gets loose

If Fido is unlicensed, is wearing no
identification tags, gets loose and is picked
up by animal control, the dog’s description is
currently posted around town in at least three
locations.

“So presumably three telephone poles have
to have signs saying, ‘Found: Dog matching
description XYZ’,” Rep. Doug Meslow
(R-White Bear Lake) said. That posting hasn’t
been effective in finding owners, and it would

*
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no longer be required under HF3691, which
he is sponsoring.

If the owner of a dog can be identified, they
would be called. If after five days the owner
does not claim the dog, it could be disposed of
ina “proper and humane manner,” including
adoption.

The bill was approved March 27 by the
House Civil Law and Elections Committee
and sent to the House floor.

A companion bill (SF2374), sponsored by
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), awaits action
by the full Senate.

N LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Putting flags at half-staff

A bill that would authorize local
governments to fly the flag at half-staff in
remembrance of prominent local officials was
tabled by a House committee March 28.

HF3990, sponsored by Rep. Dan Severson
(R-Sauk Rapids), would have allowed counties
and municipalities to order the U.S. and
Minnesota flags flown at half-staff following
the death of “a current or retired municipal
official, employee, or public safety officer.”

Severson said he was contacted by a city
council member in his district who wanted to
know why they couldn’t put the flags at half-staff
for a recently deceased city fire chief. Currently,
only the president and governor are authorized
to order flags to be flown at half-staff.

“Proper etiquette would say that they
would have to contact the governor and get
his permission in order to fly that flag at half-
mast,” Severson said. “This bill takes a little
bit of that etiquette, reads into it and says that
the local municipality can do it, and it is not
a violation of law.”

Although members of the House
Governmental Operations and Veterans
Affairs Committee generally supported the
spirit of the bill, a host of logistical problems
arose during the discussion.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) worried that
flying the flag at half-staff too often would
take away the meaning of the gesture. “Once
you’ve put this long list of everybody they can
do it for, how do you say ‘no’ to anybody?”

Rep. Michael Beard (R-Shakopee) said he
explored these issues once before, when the
first Minnesota soldier killed in Iraq turned
out to be from his district.

According to Beard, an individual in the
governor’s office is responsible for determining
when it is appropriate to lower flags to half-
staff. He recommended that Severson and
the committee members consult that person
before moving forward on any legislation.

After hearing some of the points, Severson
said he wanted more time to work on the bill
and possibly re-introduce it next year.

A companion bill (SF3656), sponsored
by Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-Paynesville),
awaits action by the Senate State and Local
Government Operations Committee.

Park fees for Minneapolis

Minneapolis would be authorized to impose
a park dedication fee of up to $3,000 on all
new housing units within city limits, under
a bill sponsored by Rep. Frank Hornstein
(DFL-Mpls).

HF3095 would give the Minneapolis City
Council and the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board joint powers to impose the
fee. The House Local Government Committee
approved the bill March 29. It now goes to the
House floor.

Hornstein said the fee was necessary to
help expand and improve Minneapolis’ parks
system at a time when it suffers from funding
problems.

“The biggest challenge faced by Minneapolis
parks today is reduced funding coupled with
the increased use of an aging system,” said
Park Board Commissioner Carol Kummer.

Kummer said a number of areas in
downtown, Uptown and along the light rail
line were in need of new parks that would be
partially funded by the fee. She added that
other cities are already able to impose a similar
fee on housing development subdivisions.

Rep. Mary Liz Holberg (R-Lakeville)
objected to a provision in the bill that would
allow any dedication fee ordinance to exclude
senior and affordable housing from having to
pay the fee.

“Why are you going to pick winners and
losers with your new housing?” Holberg
said.

Hornstein answered that he felt some areas
in Minneapolis suffered a lack of affordable
housing.

“We didn’t want to make a real problem —a
real crisis, actually, in certain neighborhoods
— even worse by requiring that these
affordable units be treated the same as some
very upscale housing,” he said.

A companion bill (§F2660), sponsored by
Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls), awaits action
by the full Senate.

Dressing up strip clubs
Anyone wanting to open an adults-only
live entertainment business would have to
notify city officials before doing so, under a
bill approved March 27 by the House Local
Government Committee.
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HF3779, sponsored by Rep. Dean Urdahl
(R-Grove City), would require those
who wish to open a business providing
“live performances of sexually oriented
entertainment” to give 60 days notice to local
officials of the business’ intended start date.
The bill now goes to the House floor.

“We’re looking at trying to curtail the
establishment of live adult entertainment
enterprises, particularly in rural Minnesota,”
Urdahl said.

According to Urdahl, owners of such
businesses often mislead local governments
about the type of business they intend to
establish, thereby preventing cities from making
“statutory changes” that would prevent such
businesses from entering their communities.

As an example, he cited a case in Eden
Valley in which city council members say
they were led to believe that what is now a
“gentleman’s club” was going to be a textile
plant.

Although committee members expressed
support for the bill, some also expressed
concern that the law would be challenged
in court on the basis of First Amendment
rights.

“You can’t deny, under the federal
Constitution, the ability for these facilities
to come into a community,” said Rep. Ann
Lenczewski (DFL-Bloomington).

A former Bloomington City Council
member, Lenczewski says her city fought the
opening of a topless car wash. While the city
found it could discourage such businesses
through some creative zoning, it could not
unilaterally ban all sex-related businesses
from opening within city limits.

“I don’t know if you’ll get where you want
to go, but I think we should try,” Lenczewski
said.

A companion bill (SF3394), sponsored
by Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel), was
reccommended to pass by the Senate State and
Local Government Operations Committee
March 27.

RECREATION
*

Boathouse replacement

Scenic lake but unsightly boathouse?

There’s good news for public lake enthusiasts
bothered by the sight of deteriorating
boathouses: owners may be able to restore
them to better-than-new condition or
completely replace them under guidelines set
forth by HF2994, passed 129-3 by the House
March 23.

Rep. David Dill (DFL-Crane Lake), the
bill’s sponsor, said that since the 1979 public
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lake moratorium on boathouse construction,
owners of boathouses built prior to that year
have been allowed to maintain only 50 percent
of the structure in any given year.

While the bill does not allow owners
to increase the area of their boathouse,
they could extend the height by 1 foot to
accommodate taller boats. They could also
replace the foundational structure as long as
they use only materials nontoxic to aquatic
life below the high water mark. The bill also
allows existing boathouses to be consolidated
or moved off the water onto the owner’s
property.

Boathouse owners would apply to the
Department of Natural Resources for a
permit to renovate, which would also require
the approval of the local governmental unit
and proof that the boathouse existed prior to
1997.

The bill now goes to the Senate, where
Sen. Thomas Bakk (DFL-Cook) is the
sponsor.

Olympics in Minnesota?

Minnesota might be taking the first
step toward hosting the Olympics, if a
bill sponsored by Rep. Melissa Hortman
(DFL-Brooklyn Park) becomes law.

HF3643 would create a 17-member task
force — including four legislators and
13 members to be appointed by the governor
— to investigate whether it is in the state’s best
interest to make a bid for the 2020 Summer
Olympics.

The House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Committee approved the bill
March 28 and referred it to the House Jobs and
Economic Opportunity Policy and Finance
Committee.

“Thisis actually a precursor step to making
a bid,” Hortman said. “What most cities do
is they put together a committee and they
make a bid. This is a task force to say, ‘Hey,
is it worth it? Should we spend the time and
energy putting together a bid?””

According to Hortman, Atlanta received
$4 billion of economic activity when it
hosted the 1996 games, and Sydney, Australia
received $7 billion in 2000. She said hosting
the Olympics would send a message that
Minnesota can compete “with any region,
anywhere, on any playing field, whether it
be economic or athletic,” as well as send a
positive message to kids about the importance
of physical fitness.

She added that Gov. Tim Pawlenty supports
the bill.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls), who
supports the bill, said that Minnesota
would’ve hosted the 1996 games if Atlanta

hadn’t cheated in the bid process.

“We were second, and they were first, and
there was the investigation of the scandals of
what Olympic committees had done to get
the site. Atlanta was one of the places that was
cited,” she said.

A companion bill (SF3562), sponsored
by Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm),
awaits action by the Senate Rules and
Administration Committee.

SAFETY
*

Bomb squad reimbursement

Minnesota has four departments that
provide bomb squad service to the entire state.
However, their current-year funding has been
expended.

HF3572, sponsored by House Minority
Leader Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul), would
provide $52,000 in fiscal year 2007 to fund
bomb squads that provide out-of-area service.
Heard March 28 by the House Public Safety
Policy and Finance Committee, the bill
was held over for possible inclusion in the
committee’s omnibus bill.

“We’ve had about a 250 percent increase
in the number of calls just over the last two
years,” Entenza said.

The Bloomington, Minneapolis and

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK
Bloomington Police Sgt. Marty Earley, the
city’s former bomb squad commander, testifies
March 28 before the House Public Safety Policy
and Finance Committee in support of a bill that
would reimburse local bomb squads for out-of-
area service.
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St. Paul police departments would each
receive $15,000, and a joint effort between the
Brainerd Police Department and Crow Wing
County Sheriff’s Office would receive $7,500,
based upon the history of responses.

“Each team will go anywhere in the state.
All four teams are trained identically,”
said Sgt. Marty Earley of the Bloomington
Police Department, who spent 13 years as
commander of the bomb squad.

Starting about 10 years ago, $50,000
was set aside annually to help reimburse
departments that respond to incidents outside
city boundaries.

Bloomington Police Chief John Laux says
the issue is one of fairness to local taxpayers.
“We’ll do it, but we should be able to get
reimbursed when we go elsewhere.”

Before cities received any state
reimbursement, Earley said sometimes a city
would call for assistance, but when they were
told that it would cost $150 per hour, “they
said they’ll get back to us.”

“A couple hours later we’d make the call
back to them and ask what happened. The
answers we got were disturbing,” he said. The
way the cities took care of a potential bomb
included dumping it in a river, putting itin a
dump, shooting it with a high-powered rifle or
having the chief open it up. “Luckily nobody
got hurt doing that,” Earley said.

A companion bill (SF3341), sponsored by
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), was laid
over by the Public Safety Budget Division of
the Senate Finance Committee March 29 for
possible inclusion in an omnibus bill.

Firefighter headsets allowed

The House passed a bill 133-0 March 23 that
would create an exception in current law for
firefighters operating emergency vehicles to
wear headsets.

“I didn’t know that people driving
emergency vehicles who are wearing headsets
so they can communicate by radio with each
other are breaking the law,” said Rep. Fran
Bradley (R-Rochester), sponsor of HF2697.

The use of headsets also helps prevent
hearingloss and allows others in the emergency
vehicle to warn the driver of oncoming traffic,
Edina Fire Chief Marty Scheerer told a House
committee.

Current law states, “No person, while
operating a motor vehicle, shall wear
headphones or earphones which are used
in both ears simultaneously for purposes
of receiving or listening to broadcasts or
reproductions from radios, tape decks, or other
sound-producing or transmitting devices.”

The bill now goes to the Senate, where Sen.
David Senjem (R-Rochester) is the sponsor.
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TECHNOLOGY
*

Biotechnology zone creations

A bill that would give the Employment
and Economic Development commissioner
authority to create one or more biotechnology
and health sciences industry zones was
approved March 27 by the House Technology,
Bioscience and Medical Products Division
of the House Commerce and Financial
Institutions Committee and referred to the full
committee.

HEF3561 is sponsored by Rep. Dan Severson
(R-Sauk Rapids). He said the bill is necessary
to help attract applied research companies to
areas such as St. Cloud, where universities are
available to support projects that would take
bioscience patents to the production phase.

The deadline for applying for inclusion
into the state’s current bioscience zone was
Oct. 15, 2003. The current zone includes
three 500-acre sites (Minneapolis, St. Paul
and Rochester) and provides opportunities
for possible tax incentives to qualifying
businesses within the zone.

Discussion of the bill included questions
regarding the effectiveness of the original
bioscience zone, the wisdom of adding a
zone at some distance to the existing zones,
and whether the state’s JOBZ program might
successfully attract bioscience businesses.
According to a Department of Employment
and Economic Development report, JOBZ
attracted 217 businesses to Greater Minnesota
during 2004-2005.

Rep. Diane Loeffler (DFL-Mpls) suggested
the committee consider developing a
comprehensive marketing plan for the
bioscience zones and JOBZ.

Gene Goddard, bioscience industry
specialist for the department, said that while
there is currently no funding for the tax
incentives, a number of communities have
expressed an interest in being included in a
designated zone so they can use that status in
promoting themselves as possible bioscience
industry sites.

A companion bill (SF3260), sponsored by
Sen. Tarryl Clark (DFL-St. Cloud), awaits
action by the full Senate.

N TRANSPORTATION

Vehicle tax credit
Businesses and individuals could qualify for
an income tax credit if they switch to using
atleast one alternative fuel vehicle, under two
bills approved by the House Transportation
Finance Committee March 28.
“Ifwe’re serious about using these alternative

fuels I think we need to put some incentives
in there to get the people to go out there and
buy the vehicles that are going to do that,”
said Rep. Peter Nelson (R-Lindstrom), who
sponsors HF3562 and HF3563. Both bills
now go to the House Taxes Committee.
Sen. Sean Nienow (R-Cambridge) sponsors a
pair of companion bills, SF3030 and SF3031.
They both await action by the Senate Taxes
Committee.

HF3562 creates credits for those who
conduct a trade or business and includes up to
50 percent credit for the costs of converting a
vehicle to an alternative fuel source. The credit
can not exceed $500 for a vehicle weighing less
than 10,000 pounds and $1,000 for a vehicle
weighing at least 10,000 pounds. If the credit
amount exceeds liability tax limitations, the
excess credit can carryover to the next taxable
year, under the bill.

HF3563 would create tax credits from
federal taxable income. Vehicles that weigh
less than 10,000 pounds would qualify for a
$2,000 credit, and those weighing at least that
would qualify for a $5,000 credit.

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka) said he
would be more convinced of the proposals if
there were more specific standards, “so that
you’re not rewarding sport utility vehicles that
basically have a dual fuel type.”

According to the nonpartisan House
Research Department, an alternative fuel
vehicle is defined as, “one that can run on non-
gasoline fuels (such as natural gas, liquefied
petroleum gas, and methanol) or a mixture
containing at least 85 percent non-gasoline
fuel.”

Electric vehicle usage

Drivers might start seeing electric
vehicles on roads with a maximum speed of
35 mph, under a bill approved by the House
Transportation Committee March 28.

HF1838, sponsored by Rep. Greg Blaine
(R-Little Falls), would define “neighborhood
electric vehicle” and set restrictions and
requirements for its operation.

Under the bill, such a vehicle is defined as
“electrically powered motor vehicle that has
four wheels, and has a speed attainable in one
mile of at least 20 miles per hour, but not more
than 25 miles per hour on a paved surface.”

The cars are restricted from going on
roads with speed limits of more than 35 mph,
“except to make a direct crossing” of a street
or highway with a higher speed limit, under
the bill.

“They’re just little cars that go on slow
streets,” said Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar),
who sponsors a similar bill (HF2734) that he
voluntarily laid over.
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The vehicles would be subject to all the
same requirements as other cars such as turn
signals, license plates, windshields and seat
belts, said Juhnke.

The transportation commissioner, a county
board a town board, or a governing body
of a city could further restrict the electric
vehicles.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

A companion bill (SF1811), sponsored
by Sen. Paul Koering (R-Fort Ripley),
was recommended to pass by the Senate
Transportation Committee, March 28.

A police officer remembered

A bill that would designate portions of
Interstates 35, 35E and 35W as the Shawn
Silvera Memorial Highway was approved
by the House Transportation Committee
March 28.

HF3805, sponsored by Rep. Ray Vandeveer
(R-Forest Lake), would require the
transportation commissioner, in consultation
with the Shawn Silvera Foundation, to adopt
a suitable marking design and placement of
signs to memorialize the Lino Lakes police
officer killed in the line of duty.

“The sign has a greater appeal, a message for
a greater good. It has a message to treasure the
life we’ve been given,” said Jennifer Silvera, the
officer’s widow.

The Minnesota Department of Transpor-
tation supports designating the highway in
memorial to the officer, but the department
is concerned about erecting signs along the
freeway, said Sue Groth, MnDOT assistant state
traffic engineer.

Federal and state standards specifically
say memorial signs should not be placed
on freeways, but rather at rest areas, scenic
overlooks or recreational areas where parking
is available. The department is suggesting
placing a memorial at the Forest Lake rest area
instead, she said.

Vandeveer said he would work on the
placement issue of the memorial as the bill
goes to the House Transportation Finance
Committee, its next stop.

A Senate companion (SF3526), sponsored
by Sen. Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater),
awaits action by the Senate Transportation
Committee.

Trash can advertising
Cities with populations of 50,000 or more
may be able to place advertisements on trash
and recycling receptacles, under a bill heard
by the House Transportation Committee
March 29.
HF3265, sponsored by Rep. Keith Ellison
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(DFL-Mpls), would allow for such advertising
if authorized by permit, license or franchise.

“There’s trash on the street, there’s already
advertising on the street, there’s garbage cans
on the street, why not let somebody else pay to
keep those garbage cans maintained and clean
and help keep the street clean and recycle,”
said Ellison.

The bill was sent to the House Local
Government Committee without
recommendation with the expectation that
Ellison would work on some committee
members’ concerns.

“It’s one thing on a 30 mph road, but we
have requirements about signs, spacing
and signage. There are safety issues when
you begin to clutter up your roadways with
so much information,” said Rep. Mary Liz
Holberg (R-Lakeville).

Currently, bus shelters and benches are of-
ten maintained by private companies who pay
for advertising, said Pierre Willette, govern-
mental relations representative for the city of
Minneapolis. The city has about 900 contain-
ers that they maintain at a cost of $300,000 a
year, he said. The bill would allow the city to
save money by allowing advertising.

About 12 cities fall into the category allowed
under the bill, said Sue Groth, assistant state
traffic engineer from the Department of Trans-
portation. The department would not be in favor
of the proposal if containers are on higher speed
roads and would cause a safety problem.

“The frequency of these add to the distraction
of drivers,” said Rep. Peter Nelson (R-Lind-
strom). He questioned how close the containers
could be to bus shelters considering they could
attract insects such as bees, thereby causing
people to have quick reactions that could pos-
sibly put them into oncoming traffic.

A companion bill (SF3007), sponsored
by Sen. D. Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls), awaits
action by the full Senate.

VETERANS
*

Time off for troops’ families

Families of military service members would
get time off from their jobs to attend send-off
and homecoming ceremonies for overseas
troop deployments, under a bill sponsored
by Rep. Andy Welti (DFL-Plainview).

HF2567 would require employers to grantan
unpaid leave-of-absence for “the actual time
necessary” for an employee to attend a send-
off or homecoming ceremony for a member
of their family who has been mobilized for an
active military deployment.

The bill would cover parents, grandparents,
children, siblings, grandchildren, spouses,

legal guardians and fiancés or fiancées.
The House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Committee approved it
March 28. It now goes to the House Commerce
and Financial Institutions Committee.

Laurie Olmon, a representative for the
National Military Family Association and
the spouse of a twice-deployed U.S. National
Guard member, said the leaves-of-absence
were a “quality-of-life” issue for military
service members and their families.

“A deployment is something you can never
totally prepare for,” Olmon said, adding that
it has been both emotionally and logistically
difficult for her to do without her husband for
extended periods of time.

Teresa Rongitsch, who has three sons
serving in the military, and whose son-in-law,
Michael, was killed in Iraq in June 2005, said
that after losing a family member, any time
she can spend with her sons before they’re
deployed is “ever so important to us.”

“In this kind of situation, you get really
upset that your employer has a hard time
understanding,” she said.

Welti said most employers do a “wonderful
job” of allowing employees time with their
family members in such situations, but some
don’t see time off as critical to the families.

A companion bill (SF2688), sponsored by
Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), has been
incorporated in SF2654, also sponsored by
Vickerman. It awaits action by the Senate
Finance Committee.

Frequently called numbers
(Area code 651)

Information, House

175 State Office Building.............. 296-2146
Toll free...ovveeeeeeereeererennns

TTY, House .

Chief Clerk of the House
211 Capitol
Index, House
211 Capitol
Sergeant-at-Arms, House

190 State Office Building.............. 296-4860
Committee Hotline, House .....296-9283
Information, Senate

296-2314

296-6646

231 Capitol 296-0504
Toll free ..oevereereereereerenene. 1-888-234-1112
TTY, Senate .........coceevveeennnne 296-0250
Toll free ..cevvereevrereernerenene 1-888-234-1112
Secretary of the Senate

231 Capitol 296-2344
Voice mail/order bills................... 296-2343
Index, Senate

110 Capitol 296-5560
Sergeant-at-Arms, Senate

Senate Chamber .......... 296-7514/296-1119

Committee Hotline, Senate.....296-8088
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A new educational frontier

U of M Rochester campus may get base funding

By PatTy JANOVEC
n extension of the University of Minne-
Asota is on the horizon in Rochester.
There’s been much talk, and now a
bill that would put money into the plan was
discussed March 29 by the House Higher
Education Finance Committee.

“I care what happens to our state, what
happens to the southeast part of Minnesota

. it really is important also to have the
signature programs” that are represented in
this expansion of the university, said Rep.
Fran Bradley (R-Rochester), the sponsor of
HEF3607.

“We really believe this will be an attraction
for education,” he added.

Held over for possible inclusion in the
committee’s omnibus bill, the bill appropriates
$5 million in fiscal year 2007 to the Board of
Regents to establish a branch campus, “to
foster the economic goals of the region and
state.”

Bradley said an additional $6.3 million
would be spent in fiscal year 2009 for funding
faculty and staff; program planning and
development in the areas of biomedical
technologies; engineering and computer
technologies; health care administration and
allied health programs, as well as operational
costs. The appropriations are also in the
governor’s bonding proposal.

The bill states, “It is the intent of the
legislature that this be achieved in part
by developing new and strengthening
existing partnerships with higher education
institutions in Rochester and the region
in which the state already has significant
investment.”

In aJanuary speech, Gov. Tim Pawlenty said
his expectations of a branch campus would be
“A world-class institution that leverages the
University of Minnesota’s research capability
in partnership with industry leaders in
Rochester, including IBM, the Mayo Clinic
and others.”

With Minnesota’s depth of health sciences,
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he said the state would be “foolish” if upper
division classes and graduate classes in areas
of nanotechnology, biosciences and the health
sciences were not offered.

A report by the Rochester Higher Education
Development Committee states, “Rochester is
unable to compete with other states in fully
developing a technology-driven economic
base, despite having powerhouse institutions
like Mayo and IBM, because it does not have
the research university driver.”

The Rochester Higher Education
Development Committee was established by
the Legislature in 2005 to recommend a form
of higher education that would best meet the
unique opportunities in southeast Minnesota,
said Marilyn Stewart, the committee chair.
Stewart said the bill before the committee “is
not about Rochester, it’s about Minnesota. It’s
about investment in Minnesota’s economic
development in the global economy.”

Rep. Gene Pelowski, Jr. (DFL-Winona) said
the proposal lacks some answers.

“Considering that this is such an important
document, why is it that we had to use
tax money for this report? Why couldn’t
Rochester come up with that sum of money
and issue the report?”

Pelowski is also concerned that the proposal
would benefit Rochester companies, yet they
have little, if anything, invested. “There’s no
requirement in here that any entity that’s
going to benefit from all of this is going to
contribute any of its resources toward it.”

Bradley reiterated the plan is a statewide
investment. Many people from those
institutions were involved in the committee
meetings in Rochester in developing the
campus concept, he said.

The programs that would be offered at the
campus would not be duplicative of programs
already offered at other university campuses,
Stewart said. The programs would be highly
unique, cutting-edge. “There is no intent to look
like the University of Minnesota-Duluth.”

Programs that would be offered include:

Bioscience in other states
Examples of bioscience investments
in other states, according to the Roch-
ester Higher Education Development
Committee:

- California is investing $100 million in a
bioengineering and biotechnology
institute, and $500 million in pension
funds toward the California Biotechnol-
ogy Program.

« Pennsylvania has committed to invest
$2 billion over a 20-year period in the
biosciences, including $100 million
for the Life Sciences Greenhouses
initiative.

» Michigan, through its Life Sciences
Corridor initiative, plans to invest
$1 billion in the biosciences over a
20-year period. However, this invest-
ment level may be scaled back due
to programmatic modifications and
budgetary concerns.

« Georgia has invested more than
$300 million over a 10-year period to
build core research facilities and to
attract eminent scholars, the majority
of whom are in the biosciences. It has
also created a $1 billion Georgia Cancer
Coalition.

- Texas appropriated $800 million for
seven new or expanded health science
research centers.

« North Carolina has allocated half of
the state’s tobacco settlement to an
endowment that has dispersed many
of the funds to applied research proj-
ects in the biosciences, including a
$60 million grant for biomanufactur-
ing and pharmaceutical workforce

biomedical informatics, that explores and
seeks to understand biological data from
complex experiments; computational
biology, that involves the implementation
of algorithms to understand biological
processes; and biomolecular engineering that
caninvolve medical device design, fabrication
and testing.

A companion bill (SF3239), sponsored by
Sen. David Senjem (R-Rochester), was held
over by the Senate Education Committee for
possible inclusion in its omnibus bill.
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Light rail and corridors

Bills connect the metro through planned transit

By PatTy JANOVEC

illions of dollars go into planning the
Mstate’s mass transit system that in-

cludes buses, express buses, and light
rail. From preliminary designs to final de-
signs to actual construction, the state funds
major portions with help from the federal
government.

As the 40-mile Northstar Commuter Rail
from Big Lake to Minneapolis moves into its
final design stage, completion of the project
hinges on the state bonding for $60 million in
order to receive a 50 percent match from the
federal government. Final design stages include
track improvements, stations and maintenance
facilities. The project is included in the governor’s
and the Senate’s bonding proposals.

The funding, “is necessary, absolutely
necessary, per federal rules and guidelines for
New Starts projects to be passed and approved by
the state this year,” Bob McFarlin, assistant to the
transportation commissioner, told the House
Transportation Finance Committee March 21.

Sponsored by Rep. Kathy Tingelstad
(R-Andover), HF3342 would appropriate the
$60 million to construct, furnish and equip
the extension of the commuter line as well
as fund a small portion of light rail line that
would connect the Northstar commuter rail to
the Hiawatha light rail line. It awaits action by
the committee. The House has yet to complete
its bonding recommendations.

A companion bill (SF2846), sponsored by
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), awaits action
by the Senate Finance Committee.

According to a letter from the U.S.
Department of Transportation Federal Transit
Administration, three conditions must be met
by the Minnesota Department of Transportation
before the partnership for Northstar can enter
into the final design phases:

« compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act requirements must be
demonstrated;

+ executed agreements with Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe Railway Company must be
provided covering all commuter line right-
of-way access issues:, and
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+ an adequate overall New Starts rating
must be demonstrated and cost-effective
requirements must be met.

New Starts projects require that 50 percent
of the non-federal share of project funding be
committed before a project can move to a final
design phase.

Brian Sweeney, legislative council for Burl-
ington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company,
is concerned about meeting the Americans
with Disabilities Act federal requirements.

Sen. Sandy Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), awaits
action by the Senate Finance Committee.

According to the Ramsey County Regional
Railroad Authority, the depot was completed
in 1923, and “served passenger and freight
railroad activities for the metro area and
the state of Minnesota.” The structure once
functioned as a passenger terminal and
concourse.

The Central Corridor Partnership received
$5.25millioninbondinglast year for preliminary
engineering costs. railroad authority and the
partnership are now requesting that $50 million
from the state to secure a federal match by 2007.
The governor’s recommendations include $2.5
million. Under the project timeline, the corridor
would be completed by 2011, if all funding is
secured.

The way the rails
now sit would in-
crease commuter
and freight traf-
fic congestion, he
said. The stations
would need to be
redesigned because
the platform re-
quirements would
interfere with high/
wide freight-loads,
and cars with lower
clearance would
not clear the plat-
forms.

“While the letter
says that they have
to meet those
requirements, 'm
told it is still under active review,” Sweeney
told the committee.

Also under consideration is HF3251,
sponsored by Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St.
Paul). It would appropriate $12.5 million to
acquire land and structures to revitalize the
historic St. Paul Union Depot. Plans call for
the facility to be used as a transit hub for the
proposed Central Corridor project linking
downtown Minneapolis and downtown St.
Paul. In future years, it could also be used as a
hub for connections coming in from the north
and south metro. A federal transportation bill
has appropriated $50 million for the depot
project, which it says has national and regional
significance.

A companion bill (S§F2812), sponsored by

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

The historic St. Paul Union Depot could see new life as a transit hub from a
$12.5 million state appropriation.

The Robert Street Corridor Transitway is
also under consideration by the committee.

Sponsored by Rep. Rick Hansen (DFL-
South St. Paul), HF2513 would appropriate
$2 million for environmental studies, pre-
design and design for a possible 14-mile bus
and light rail transit line from the Union
Depot to Rosemount.

This expenditure would help determine
if it is feasible to include the project in the
Metropolitan Council’s 2030 Transit System
Plan.

A companion bill (SF2296), sponsored by
Senate President James Metzen (DFL-South
St. Paul), awaits action by the Senate Finance
Committee.
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When medical devices fail

Medical implants sometimes face recalls, but who should pay?

By Bao OneG

egislators agree that implanted medical
Ldevices contribute to quality of life for

countless numbers of people. They also
agree that manufacturers are only human
and make mistakes. But when these devices
fail — as has been the case for some products
from Minnesota-based companies Medtron-
ic and Guidant — who ends up paying for
the costs remains a point of contention.

Rep. Tony Cornish (R-Good Thunder),
sponsor of HF3422, believes manufacturers
carry that burden. His bill would “require
manufacturers of certain recalled implantable
devices to be financially responsible for
medical costs associated with removing and
replacing the recalled device.”

“You don’t have to convince me these
devices are important,” said Cornish. “We’re
thinking about when something goes wrong
and who pays for it.” Cornish said it should
not be the consumer.

The House Health Policy and Finance
Committee was divided March 24 on which

In 1999, Peterson said she had a near death
experience in the Rocky Mountains. She was
14,000-feet in the air when her heart became
enlarged. She suffered a heart attack and had
asurgery resulting in an implanted Medtronic
cardioverter and pacemaker.

On Valentine’s Day 2000, Peterson’s
husband read in the Mankato Free Press that her
implanted device was

placed on patients and the health care system,
Hauser said. He added that manufacturers
were not being asked to pay for “unreasonable
costs” and “those infrequent random failures,
which inevitably occur with any medical
product.”

For Don Gerhardt, president and chief
executive officer of Medical Alley/MNBIO,
the bill could create a chilling effect on the
industry in Minnesota. Gerhardt said the
Food and Drug Administration is already
working on regulations at the federal level.

It would also affect smaller companies that
could not take the financial losses a bigger
company can afford, Gerhardt noted. He said
that of the more than

defective. The couple
said Medtronic was
unresponsive to their
questions. Peterson’s
physician eventually
replaced the device.

“When you depend on the device for your
life, you depend on the quality.”

— Dr. Robert Hauser, a senior

consulting cardiologist at the

Minneapolis Heart Institute

35,000 Minnesotans
employed by medical
technology companies
in Minnesota, the
majority are small
companies attempting

But from December
2004 until June 2005, Peterson was being
monitored for a possible defect because of a
wire in a ventricle of her heart. It was replaced
in June 2005 but the defective wire, although
turned off, was left inside. She said it is not
known how many wires can be left in a human
heart and that one out 100 patients die when
a wire is removed from the heart.

party should absorb that
burden and decided to
lay over the bill for more
work. A companion bill
(SF3266), sponsored
by Sen. Julie Rosen

“We’re thinking about when something

goes wrong and who pays for it.”
— Rep. Tony Cornish

“We owned a
1995 Ford Windstar
van with more recalls
than any other van
on the market at the
time. We were notified

(R-Fairmont), awaits action by the Senate
Health and Family Security Committee.

If the bill passes, manufacturers would pay a
patient’s entire medical bill, including the cost
of the replacement device; procedures related
to removing, replacing and disposing the
replacement; any other medical costs associated
with the removal and replacement of the device;
and up to $100,000 in health complication costs
connected to the recalled device.

Susan M. Peterson only wishes she had that
option.
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by the manufacturer of the numerous
recalls and Ford paid for the complete costs
involved,” said Peterson. She said companies
like Medtronic “create wonderful products
to improve and protect the quality of life for
many people” but that those manufacturers
should have the same responsibility.

Dr. Robert Hauser, a senior consulting
cardiologist at the Minneapolis Heart Institute,
said current law allows manufacturers a “free
ride.” The costs from recalled devices are

to remain competitive
in an increasingly global marketplace.

Susan Alpert, Medtronic senior vice
president and chief quality and regulatory
officer, said the bill drastically changes the
rewards and risks for smaller manufacturers.
Alpertalso said there is a clear consensus that
the benefits far outweigh the risks.

Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) sides with
Alpert. He asked the testifiers where patients
would be without such technology. Hauser
said, “When you depend on the device for
your life, you depend on the quality.” Emmer
was also concerned that lawyers might broadly
interpret the law for litigation.

Still, it was not a clear-cut position for all
committee members. For Rep. Fran Bradley
(R-Rochester), the lack of support from the
medical community caused doubts about the
bill, he said.

However, Rep. Barb Goodwin
(DFL-Columbia Heights) said the problem
may be best solved by spending money on
effective products and addressing defective

devices.
wilhns
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HF3918-Abeler (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Medical liability actions regulated and
certain health care provider conduct
inadmissibility provided.

HF3919-Nornes (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Petroleum tank release cleanup costs
provided.

HF3920-Wilkin (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Mutual insurance holding companies
regulated and related laws modified.

HF3921-Erickson (R)
Civil Law & Elections
Marriagerecognized onlyaslegalunion
between onemanand onewoman, iden-
tical or similar legal status creation and
recognition limited and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF3922-Eastlund (R)
Civil Law & Elections
Marriage between one man and one
woman only recognized as a valid do-
mestic legal union and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF3923-Dorman (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Ethanol producer payment open ap-
propriation restored and money ap-
propriated.

HF3924-Nornes (R)

Higher Education Finance

Higher Education Office programsand
appropriations modified and money
appropriated.

HF3925-Olson (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs
Municipalboundaryadjustment provi-
sions modified, task force established
and money appropriated.

HF3926-Beard (R)

Regulated Industries

State conservation objectives provided,
investments by utilities regulated,
conservation consideration required
in regulatory proceedings and rate
decoupling study initiated.

HF3927-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Juvenile controlled substance offender
driver’s license suspension or revoca-
tion provided and drug paraphernalia
possession crime modified.

HF3928-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Substance abuse treatment recom-
mendations by legislative auditor
implemented.
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HF3929-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Mental health program report by De-
partment of Corrections to Legislature
required.

HF3930-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Juvenile detention and correctional
facility umbrella rule compliance ex-
emption provided and umbrella rule
amendment required.

HF3931-Smith (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Municipal and county court obsolete
references and provisions removed.

HF3932-Magnus (R)

Regulated Industries

Soy-based transformer fluid usage tax
refunds for electric utilities provided.

HF3933-Westrom (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Hospital construction and modification
moratorium and public interest review
requirements for hospitals eliminated.

HF3934-Ruud (DFL)
Transportation

Driver education, license examination
requirements and driver’s manual
information modified.

HF3935-Blaine (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Industrialized-modular building
contractors and salespeople licensure
required.

HF3936-Simpson (R)

Health Policy & Finance
Campground backflow prevention
established.

HF3937-Demmer (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Animal location through artificial

lights and lighting device restrictions
modified.

HF3938-Howes (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Fireworks sale and use authorized and
licenses provided.

HF3939-Johnson, J. (R)

Civil Law & Elections

State fund usage for abortion services
restricted and constitutional amend-
ment proposed.

HF3940-Hoppe (R)

Regulated Industries

Farm winery production of certain
fortified wines authorized.

HF3941-Nelson, M. (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance

911 emergency telecommunications
service fee increased, statewide public
safety radio communication system
completion provided, bondsissuedand
money appropriated.

HF3942-Urdahl (R)

Education Finance

Independent School District No. 463,
Eden Valley-Watkins, fund transfer
authorized.

HF3943-Peterson, S. (DFL)
Education Policy & Reform
Child-relevant AmericanSign Language
usage for second-language skills pilot
program established and money ap-
propriated.

HF3944-Slawik (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child care assistance parent fees
modified.

HF3945-Thissen (DFL)

Regulated Industries
Renewableenergy productionincentive
receipt eligibility extended.

HF3946-Westrom (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Stevens County; tax-forfeited land
private sale authorized.

HF3947-Cornish (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Rural Policy and Development Center
biennial legislative report required.

HF3948-Emmer (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Municipality exemption for countyplan
submission provided, tribal identifica-
tion requirements implemented and
voter oath established.

HF3949-Thissen (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Medicare Part D individual lim-
ited Medical Assistance coverage
provided.

HF3950-Lesch (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Structured settlement transfers regu-
lated.

HF3951-DelLaForest (R)
Transportation

Transportation contracts regulated and
indemnification provisions prohibited.

HF3952-Newman (R)

Education Finance

School district building projects for
districts serving fewer than 500 pupils
one-year moratorium imposed.

HF3953-Demmer (R)

Environment & Natural Resources
Feedlot environmental review
exemption modified.

HF3954-Hilstrom (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Security responsibilities for the Capi-
tol Security Division of Public Safety
Department clarified.

Marcw 27 -

30, 2006

HOUSE FILES 3918 - 4067

HF3955-Solberg (DFL)

Local Government

Lakeview Cemetery Association created
and tax levy authorized.

HF3956-Kelliher (DFL)

Rules & Legislative Administration
Congress memorialized by resolution
to repeal the No Child Left Behind
requirements in the schools.

HF3957-Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Single sales apportionment adoption
relating to corporate franchise taxation
accelerated.

HF3958-Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Alternative minimum income tax
exemption amounts and phase-out
thresholds for inflation adjusted.

HF3959-Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Sales and excise tax June accelerated
payments reduced.

HF3960-Simpson (R)

Taxes

Application of 4d property tax
classification extended.

HF3961-Fritz (DFL)

Taxes

Nursing home resident tax credit pro-
vided, foreign operating corporation
income tax treatment modified and
money appropriated.

HF3962-Mullery (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax refund payment when
claimant dies provided.

HF3963-Ruud (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Data warehouse personal information
disclosure regulated, notice content
requirements provided and financial
institution and health care entity ex-
emption removed.

HF3964-Abeler (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Community action grant money
appropriated.

HF3965-Dill (DFL)
Taxes
Ely sales and use tax authorized.

HF3966-Sieben (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Health risk limit development for per-
flurooctanoic acid and perflurooctane
sulfonate required.

HF3967-Thissen (DFL)
Transportation

Metropolitan Council regular route
transit requirements expanded.
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HF3968-Solberg (DFL)

Local Government

Itasca County; revolving loan fund
establishment to upgrade failing septic
systems authorized.

HF3969-Loeffler (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Mortgage originator individual em-
ployee licensing plan development by
Departmentof Commercerequiredand
money appropriated.

HF3970-Thissen (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Mentalhealth trainingannual provision
by foster care providers required.

HF3971-Thissen (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Open data format usage by state agen-
cies required.

HF3972-Hilty (DFL)

Taxes

Pine County Judicial Center construc-
tion materials and equipment tax
exemption provided.

HF3973-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Regulated Industries

Energy cost display on utility bills
required.

HF3974-Kahn (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State flag design study task force cre-
ated.

HF3975-Urdahl (R)

Higher Education Finance
University of Minnesota supplemental
funding provided and money appro-
priated.

HF3976-Sertich (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Work participation rate enhancement
program established.

HF3977-Eken (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Prohibition on usage oflightsandlight-
ing devices to take fish modified.

HF3978-Vandeveer (R)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Building contractors regulated and
homeowner warranty protection
strengthened.

HF3979-Huntley (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Prescriptiondrugdiscount programcre-
ated, single adult benefit set expanded,
eligibility income limit and inpatient
hospitalizationbenefitincreased, farmer
income definition modified and small
employer option established.

HF3980-Lieder (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Marshall County; tax-forfeited lands
bordering public water private sale and
conveyance authorized.
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HF3981-Sieben (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance
Lead-containingjewelrysale prohibited
and information provision detailing
dangers of jewelry containing lead
required.

HF3982-Paulsen (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Open source software usage by state
agencies for creation of public docu-
ments required.

HF3983-Newman (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Cedar Mills wastewater treatment
system money appropriated.

HF3984-Thissen (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Workers’ compensation system cover-
age of personal injury caused by gross
negligence of an employer prohibited.

HF3985-Thissen (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Disability schedule treatment of tho-
racic, rib, chest and crush injuries the
same as a broken spine required.

HF3986-Thissen (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Employer specification of certain
certified managed care plan usage for
employees authorized if employee’s
injury occurs on or after the date of
employer plan implementation.

HF3987-Johnson, J. (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Public safety appropriations modi-
fied; various state agencies, programs
and activities money transfers pro-
vided; certain programs established,
regulated and modified; and money
appropriated.

HF3988-Dean (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Women’s Right to Know Act
provision modified.

HF3989-Severson (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Nursing facility operating payment
rates modified.

HF3990-Severson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Political subdivisions flying American
flag at half-staff on certain occasions
permitted.

HF3991-Dempsey (R)
Transportation

MississippiRiver Parkway Commission
extended to 2016.

HF3992-Thissen (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

State paymentoffacility costsof certain
community partnership programs
grant program created and money ap-
propriated.

HF3993-Sertich (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Child care training requirements
modified.

HF3994-Nornes (R)

Taxes

Independent School District No. 544,
Fergus Falls, local sales and use tax
and motor vehicle excise taximposition
authorized.

Tuesday March 28

HF3995-Anderson, B. (R)
Ways & Means

Claims against the state settled and
money appropriated.

HF3996-Emmer (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Licensereinstatement feeand surcharge
imposed for certain driving offenses,
state patrol funding provided and
money appropriated.

HF3997-Klinzing (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Booster car seats for children public
awareness campaign required.

HF3998-Abeler (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Nursing home payment rates
modified.

HF3999-Erhardt (R)
Transportation

County state-aid highway fund distri-
bution formula adjusted, automobile
registration taxes modified, motor fuel
taxes increased, metropolitan transit
tax imposed, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF4000-Erhardt (R)
Transportation

County state-aid highway fund distri-
bution formula adjusted, automobile
registration tax modified, motor fuel
taxes increased, metropolitan transit
tax imposed, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF4001-Demmer (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Independent School District No. 535,
Rochester, property tax certification
date extended.

HF4002-Vandeveer (R)
Taxes
City and county levies limited.

HF4003-Anderson, B. (R)
Education Policy & Reform
Teacher licensing alternative
provided.

HF4004-Lanning (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
West Central Chemical Dependency
Treatment and Correctional Center
pre-design funding providedand money
appropriated.

HF4005-Greiling (DFL)

Taxes

Elderly income tax subtraction in-
creased.

HF4006-Sertich (DFL)

Health Policy & Finance

Consumer Assurance of Radiologic
Excellence Actadopted providing public
access to quality medical imaging and
radiation therapy procedures.

HF4007-Sertich (DFL)

Local Government

Hibbing Area Redevelopment Agency
dissolved, assets transferred to eco-
nomicdevelopmentauthorityand debts
and obligations assumed.

HF4008-Cox (R)

Education Finance

Independent School Districts Nos. 721,
New Prague; 394, Montgomery-Lon-
sdale; and 659, Northfield; required
to contract with Holy Cross School to
provide transportation for Holy Cross
students.

HF4009-Ellison (DFL)

Commerce & Financial Institutions
Sale of toys, games, jewelry and apparel
containing lead prohibited.

HF4010-Peterson, A. (DFL)
Education Policy & Reform

School closings required during official
storm warnings.

HF4011-Hilstrom (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
Integration revenue formula
modified.

HF4012-Lenczewski (DFL)
Education Policy & Reform
Educational mission and competitive
extracurricular programsinterrelation-
ship advisory task force established.

HF4013-Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Working family income tax credit
increased.

HF4014-Thissen (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform
Influenza immunizations required for
children in child care facilities.

HF4015-Otremba (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Certificate of name change after mar-
riage dissolution provided.

HF4016-Eken (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Emergency crop protection assistance
conditions modified.

HF4017-Finstad (R)

Health Policy & Finance

Minnesota supplemental aid shelter
needy provision modified to include
persons moving out of corporate foster
settings.

March 31, 2006



HF4018-Anderson, I. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Koochiching County; Grand Mound
Interpretation Center evaluation grant
provided and money appropriated.

HF4019-Sertich (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Carbon monoxide alarms required in
all rental dwellings.

HF4020-Emmer (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Rule of 90 eligibility extended and
additional service credit purchase
authorized.

Wednesday, March 29

HF4021-Thissen (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

Early learning opportunities unified
administrative structure created.

HF4022-Paymar (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

No smoking lease enforcement
actions by tenants authorized.

HF4023-Paymar (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Mentalhealthassessmentsimplemented
for pre-sentence investigations.

HF4024-Paulsen (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Membership of House and Senate
reduced.

HF4025-Hortman (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Hennepin County tax-forfeited land
conveyance authorized.

HF4026-Dill (DFL)

Taxes

Cook-Orr HealthCare District autho-
rized to agree to include Bois Forte
Band of Minnesota Chippewa lands in
the district.

HF4027-Mullery (DFL)

Education Finance

Teacher residency program established
to support effective instruction for
diverse student populations.

HF4028-Demmer (R)

Education Policy & Reform
Non-public school student health
services.

HF4029-Carlson (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Golden Valley flood hazard mitigation
grantprovided,bondsissued and money
appropriated.

March 31, 2006

HF4030-Clark (DFL)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Misdemeanor penalty enhancement
statute expanded to include certain
offensesrelatingtodrugparaphernalia,
prostitution and trespass.

HF4031-Thissen (DFL)

Education Finance

Community partnershipschoolsgrant-
in-aid assistance program established
and money appropriated.

HF4032-Urdahl (R)

Higher Education Finance
Textbook cost study provided relating
to higher education.

HF4033-Fritz (DFL)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Steele County; off-highway vehicle
recreation site funding provided, bonds
issued and money appropriated.

HF4034-Zellers (R)

Taxes

Movie, television, documentary and
music video production sales tax
exemption provided.

Thursday, March 30

HF4035-Erickson (R)

Education Finance

Teacher training program for qualified
professionals established and money
appropriated.

HF4036-Klinzing (R)

State Government Finance
Communications, computing and
telecommunications infrastructure
study funding provided; money
appropriated.

HF4037-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Clean water legacy phosphorous re-
duction grants and small community
wastewater treatment program loans
provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF4038-Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Residentialhomestead property firsttier
taxation valuation limit indexed.

HF4039-Nornes (R)

Higher Education Finance
Minnesota State Collegesand Universi-
ties technical provisions modified and
authority to control receipts granted.

HF4040-Sykora (R)

Education Finance
ServeMinnesota early literacy ac-
tivities funding extended and previous
appropriation increased.

HF4041-Davids (R)

Agriculture & Rural Development
Aquaculture water use permitting fees
limited.

HF4042-Dempsey (R)

Public Safety Policy & Finance
Animal cruelty investigations criteria
specified.

HF4043-Sailer (DFL)

Regulated Industries

Energy conservation investment loan
program expanded to include grants.

HF4044-Sykora (R)

Education Finance
Specialeducationstudyandreportpro-
vided, and money appropriated.

HF4045-Ruud (DFL)

Taxes

Alternative minimum taxable income
modified and exemption amounts
increased.

HF4046-Ruud (DFL)

Civil Law & Elections

Lobbying restriction of one year
imposed for former legislators, con-
stitutional officers, agency heads and
certain legislative employees upon
leaving office.

HF4047-Ruud (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

Per diem payments prohibited to mem-
bers during certain special sessions

HF4048-Murphy (DFL)

Taxes

Hermantown sales tax revenue use
modified.

HF4049-Johnson, J. (R)

Civil Law & Elections

Vulnerable and incapacitated adults
neglect and abuse remedies provided.

HF4050-Clark (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance

City property transfers to nonprofit
organizations forlow-income ormoder-
ate-income housing regulated.

HF4051-Bernardy (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Trunk highway improvements fund-
ing provided, bonds issued and money
appropriated.

HF4052-Scalze (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Municipal transportation utility fees
authorized.

HF4053-Scalze (DFL)
Regulated Industries
Off-sale liquor license fees raised.

HF4054-Lenczewski (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Interstates 35W and 494 interchange
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF4055-Krinkie (R)

Taxes

Metropolitan fiscal disparities law
abolished.

HF4056-Sailer (DFL)

Education Finance

Parent-school partnership pilot pro-
gram to assist children with autism
spectrum disorders established and
money appropriated.

HF4057-Simon (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs

State Board of Investment required to
monitor state investments in compa-
nies doing business with Sudan and
to support shareholder resolutions
that require action to end the crisis
in Sudan.

HF4058-Juhnke (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Minnesota Poultry Testing Laboratory
funding provided, bonds issued and
money appropriated.

HF4059-Davids (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Rural Minnesota cultural facilities
construction projects revolving loan
fund established.

HF4060-Seifert (R)

Taxes

Health insurance income tax credit
provided.

HF4061-Olson (R)

Transportation

Advertising devices adjacent to
roadways authorized under certain
circumstances.

HF4062-Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Opportunity Policy & Finance
Economicdevelopmentandhumanser-
vices programs funding supplemented
and reduced for various programs and
forecast adjustments provided.

HF4063-Hamilton (R)

Taxes
Worthingtonlocalsalestaxreferendum
time period modified.

HF4064-Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Local sales tax revenue sharing
required.

HF4065-Loeffler (DFL)

Education Policy & Reform

Special education litigation costs
reporting required.

HF4066-Krinkie (R)

Transportation Finance
Regionalrailauthoritiesabolishedin the
seven-county metropolitan area.

HF4067-Davids (R)

Agriculture, Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

E85 fuel pump installation reim-
bursement provided and money
appropriated.
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MINNESOTA
I N D E X

Domestic abuse
Percent of all violent crime victims in Minnesota that are victims of domestic violence.......25
Estimated percent of domestic violence victims that are Women ... 90-95
Estimated percent of domestic violence victims that did not report incident to
law enforcement 80
Percent of American women that report being physically or sexually abused
by a husband or boyfriend at some point in their lives 31
Minnesotans that have lost their lives in 2005 as a result of domestic violence or child abuse....33
In 2003 24
Minnesota women murdered in 2005 where the suspected, alleged or convicted
perpetrator was a current or former, husband, boyfriend or intimate partner ............ 17
Women murdered in 2005 cases where the suspected, alleged or convicted
perpetrator was a family or household member 9
Children left motherless by the murders of their mothers in 2005 18

From 1989 to March 10, 2005, Minnesota women strangled to death where the
suspected, alleged or convicted perpetrator was a current or former husband,

boyfriend, intimate partner or household/family member 41
Minnesotans receiving emergency department or inpatient care in 2003 for
domestic violence injuries 1,096
Percent that were women between the ages of 20 and 34 95
Those receiving hospital treatment in 2001 806
Orders for Protection issued in Minnesota in 2003 13,145
In 1996 14,172
In 1989 9,767
Domestic assault criminal cases charged at felony level in Minnesota in 2004.................. 113
In 2000 56
Percent of battered women that are victimized again within six months following
an episode of domestic violence 32
Of homeless women in Minnesota, percent homeless in part due to domestic violence....33.3
Domestic violence programs in Minnesota in fiscal year 2004 81
Approximate number of primary and secondary victims receiving services from
Minnesota battered women’s programs in fiscal year 2003 65,000
Nights spent in a shelter in fiscal year 2004 by battered Minnesota women.............. 99,000
Nights spent by battered children in 2004 116,000

Sources: 2004 Annual Report, A Matter of Life and Death: The Domestic Fatality Review Team;
The 2005 Minnesota Femicide Report and Special Femicide Report: Strangulation and Women
and Children Murdered in Minnesota, 1989-2005, Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women;
Office of Justice Programs Statistical Analysis Center, Minnesota Department of Public Safety;
AReportoftheInteragency Task Force on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Prevention, Office
of Justice Programs, Department of Public Safety, January 2005; National Coalition Against
Domestic Violence.
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