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Fulfilling many wants

House bonding bill represents more than $700 million for
projects across the state, funding for commuter rail uncertain

By THERESA STAHL
ore than $737 million in projects would
M be funded by state general obligation
bonds, under the House bonding pro-
posal. But as it stands now, the plan contains
no funding for the Northstar Corridor com-
muter rail project.

The House Capital Investment Committee
included $30 million for the project in the bill
(HF3618) it approved March 8. But the House
Ways and Means Committee removed the
project at its March 11 meeting.

The bonding bill was scheduled for debate
by the full House March 14, but it had not been
taken up when this issue of Session Weekly
went to press. Whatever version of the bill
passes the House will likely require a confer-
ence committee because of differences with
the Senate plan.

federal matching dollars for the Northstar Cor-
ridor project that would build a, commuter-rail
system on existing railroad tracks between St.
Cloud and Minneapolis.

The plan created debate in the House Trans-
portation Finance Committee, where mem-

bers voted to reject the committee’s established
bonding recommendations because they
could not agree about the project.

Rep. Carol Molnau (R-Cologne), chair of
the transportation finance committee, has
long voiced her disapproval of the project and
reiterated that viewpoint during the March 8
hearing.

“It will not alleviate the problem of con-
gestion,” she said. Studies have shown railways
have had virtually no impact on congestion,
Molnau said. She added that light-rail transit
has cost the state more than was anticipated.

“Highways are not good enough for the fu-
ture,” countered Rep. Kathy Tingelstad
(R-Andover), who carried the project
amendment.

The Department of Transportation originally
requested $120 million for the project, which was
recommended for full funding by the governor.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID
Funding for the Northstar Commuter Rail line was rejected by the House Ways and Means Committee
on March 11.

Tingelstad said $30 million would cover costs
for design and land acquisition.

The Senate has allocated $8 million for the
project in its bonding bill.

The House bonding plan is only a few mil-
lion below Gov. Jesse Ventura’s initial recom-

mendation of $746 million in general obliga-
tion bonding. However, the governor has sug-
gested bonding projects should be closer to
$500 million considering the state’s budget
situation.

The Senate proposal is nearly $1.2 billion.

During the March 13 floor session, Rep. Philip
Krinkie (R-Shoreview) offered a minority report
regarding the bonding bill that aimed to replace
the bill’s existing language with a proposal that
totals nearly $398 million.

“Let’s maintain and repair what we cur-
rently have,” he said.

Krinkie said he doesn’t think it is fiscally
prudent to spend additional money when the
budget isn’t balanced.

Rep. Jim Knoblach (R-St. Cloud), the capi-
tal investment committee chair, asked mem-
bers to vote against the move. He pointed out
that the bonding bill stays within the state’s
financial guidelines.

Krinkie’s motion failed on a 14-114 vote.

The following are some highlights of the
House bonding proposal.

Higher education

The Minnesota State Colleges and Univer-
sities (MnSCU) system would receive almost
$200 million, the greatest amount for bond-
ing in the House’s proposal. The allocations,
which include $60 million for general main-
tenance and asset preservation, would reach
nearly all system campuses.

Two new science buildings would be con-
structed, one at Winona State University for a
cost of $29 million and another at Minnesota
State University, Moorhead for nearly
$13 million.

Southwest State University would receive
money to replace the food service building
destroyed by a fire in January. State funds
would cover expenses not paid for by insur-
ance companies.

Other projects include $17.4 million for a li-
brary and information access center at Metro-
politan State University; $12.6 million for a
student center at Minneapolis Community
College; and $9.2 million for a classroom/tech-
nology building at Alexandria Technical College.

The House proposed funding for several
University of Minnesota projects at the full
amount requested but would only give
$40 million, or half of the amount requested,
for asset preservation.

On the Minneapolis campus, $24 million
would be designated for the renovation of
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Nicholson Hall, which would house class-
rooms for freshman students, writing and lan-
guage centers, and computer labs. The Mineral
Resources Research Center would receive
$18.4 million for design, renovation, furnish-
ing, and equipment.

A new building for the chemistry and biol-
ogy programs and enhancement of other sci-
ence facilities at the Duluth campus would be
funded $0$26 o onllsererdsdy$iddinYioamwes-

tion on the Morris campus.

Transportation, public safety

The proposal includes $48 million for local
bridge assistance, $26 million for high-use
local roads of regional significance, $25 mil-
lion for local highway improvements, and
$10 million for 10-ton road upgrades.

An amendment by Rep. John Jordan
(R-Brooklyn Park), offered during the House
Capital Investment Committee hearing, re-
duced the allocation for local roads by
$4 million to pay for the Northwest Busway
between Minneapolis and Rogers.

A $26 million allocation for a statewide
public safety radio system would assist nine
counties in the Twin Cities metropolitan area
in linking to a high-frequency system for
emergency personnel.

Economic development, housing

The Rural Finance Authority Loan program
would receive $15 million under the proposal.

The Department of Trade and Economic
Development would receive $22 million for
redevelopment grant funding, $16 million for
Minnesota Public Facilities Authority match-
ing grants, nearly $16 million for Wastewater
Infrastructure Funding Program grants, and
$3.25 million for expansion of the St. Cloud
Civic Center.

Environment

The Department of Natural Resources
would receive $89 million to fund state envi-
ronment projects. A state park initiative would
be awarded $25 million; flood hazard mitiga-
tion would receive nearly $22 million in grant
money; and metro regional parks and Greater
Minnesota regional parks would each receive
almost $11 million.

The Pollution Control Agency would receive
$10 million for the closed landfill cleanup pro-
gram, under the bill.

State buildings

The House followed the governor’s recom-
mendations for the Department of Correc-
tions facilities.

The Stillwater prison would receive

Continued on page 27
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Conservation concerns

Balance urged for early 20th century forest management

At the turn of the 20th century, the timber
industry was gaining momentum in Minne-
sota, and forestry officials and academics were
looking at its continued viability.

The state had just passed two fundamen-
tal laws: one governing fire prevention in
forest lands and the other creating a state
forestry board to manage the forests.

A book surveying forestry in Minnesota

published in 1902 indicates
optimism over the future of
the industry, but it also warns
that certain management is-
sues must be addressed.

In particular, author Samuel
Green, a professor of forestry
at the University of Minnesota,
discussed restocking, the qual-
ity of timber, and the effects of
population growth on forests
statewide.

“We are working our tim-
ber resources as though they

were a mine, which can never be restocked,”
Green wrote. “This great timber industry, of
so much value to the state, would be contin-
ued indefinitely under normal conditions. But
there is practically no timber land in this state
under normal conditions, and there is little
or no increase on the far greater part of our

cut-over timber lands.”

During 1899 and 1900, the state Bureau
of Labor reported that nearly 32,000 people,
nearly all men, were employed in forest and
woodworking pursuits, collecting more

than $4 million in wages.

Residents of Minnesota were also using
timber for fuel. Green was concerned that cer-
tain parts of the state had a surplus of dead
and downed timber, suitable for fuel, but there
was no way to clear it and get it to parts of the

state where it could be used.

However, other economic considerations
— such as land taxes and overall manage-
ment practices — were higher on the pri-
ority list for legislative attention.

“Taxes on timber lands are generally ex-
cessive in this country, and entirely out of
proportion to the value of the land, and it
is largely on account that owners of tim-
berlands do not care to hold them,” Green
wrote. “This, as a matter of state policy, is
unwise, for the reason that it prevents the

Forestrangers displaying fire
fighting tools in 1928.

Green pointed to forest practices in Ger-
many as a model for landowner forest man-
agement and government intervention. He
advocated the European practice of treating
forest land as a special class for tax purposes.

He also supported the idea of encour-
aging game in forests and requiring gov-
ernment management only when private
owners weren’t

TR B

taking steps to replant and

maintain volume. The goal
of game hunting in the for-
ests is to increase public in-
terest in the forests and
their maintenance.

It’s also a good way to re-
cruit supporters for forest
concerns, he said.

Some German provinces
controlled timber cutting to
only the increase in trees
each year. While Green advo-
cated that assurances of fu-
ture growth should not be

left entirely to landowners, he suggested a bal-
ance between the two.

Professor Green warned that the fire
suppression law passed in 1895 did not
have enough funding attached for effective
prevention.

“The area to be covered is very large, much

of it is very sparsely populated, and the funds

available are very meager for best results,”
Green wrote, “so that, although it has been
very ably enforced, and some convictions
made under it, yet it should be amended in

several respects to make it effective.”

Several large fires between 1908 and 1918
destroyed forests in northeastern Minnesota,
despite efforts to prevent fires in the region.

The industry hit its peak in 1905, but large
replanting efforts did not materialize until

after 1910. Government conservation efforts,

development of economic forestry.”

including the establishment of the Superior
National Forest, began in 1909.

Further expansion of forest conservation
in the state began in the late 1920s and con-
tinued with the advent of the federal Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s.

Today, timber sales total about $13 mil-
lion annually. A large portion is managed for
timber production, while a significant per-
centage is kept for recreation, wildlife habi-
tat, and insect and disease control.

(M. KIBIGER)

Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society
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Editors note: House committees unveiled the
second round of budget reductions March 12.
The largest cuts come from health and human
services portions of the state budget. That pro-
posalis outlined on page 16.The other portions
of the budget affected by the further reductions
are included in the highlights section that
follows.

The House was debating the measures late
March 14 when this edition of Session Weekly
went to press. Look for further updates in the
next issue or on the Session Daily Web site at
http://www.house.mn/hinfo/sdaily/
sdaily.htm.

AGRICULTURE
*

Biodiesel bill passes

A bill requiring that all diesel fuel sold in
the state contain an additive derived from ani-
mal fats or plant oil, typically soybeans, is on
its way to the governor.

The House passed the 2 percent biodiesel
requirement 78-53 on March 11 after the Sen-
ate approved the measure 53-11 earlier in the
day. If the governor signs the requirement,
Minnesota would be the first state in the na-
tion to have such a mandate.

Supporters of the statewide requirement —
which would go into effect in 2005 or earlier
if the state passed a biodiesel tax credit — call
the measure a boon for Minnesota soybean
producers and rural communities. Meanwhile
opponents, particularly the state’s trucking
firms, have labeled the plan a costly mandate
for diesel users.

Under HF1547/SF1495*, sponsored by Rep.
Tim Finseth (R-Angus) and Sen. Steve Murphy
(DFL-Red Wing), the requirement would not
take effect until the state’s biodiesel produc-
tion exceeds 8 million gallons.

The requirement would not apply to mo-
tors used by nuclear power plants, trains, and
taconite and copper mines. Those industries
would have two years to study the costs of
biodiesel.

Another compromise measure would re-
quire the state to reimburse processors for up
to 80 percent of costs associated with
transitioning to biodiesel if the mandate is
repealed within two years of the effective date.

Rep. Torrey Westrom (R-Elbow Lake) pre-
dicted that biodiesel would be the state’s “sec-
ond oil well” after ethanol. “We have a real
opportunity to be a forerunner on this issue,”
he said.

Proponents also argued that the biodiesel
requirement would make the state compliant

with a 2006 federal mandate requiring states
to remove sulfur from diesel. Biodiesel would
be an acceptable alternative as a lubricant.

Legislators supporting the plan dismissed
opponents’ predictions of high costs, point-
ing to studies and surveys showing the cost of
a gallon of diesel fuel with the additive in-
creased a maximum of 2 to 3 cents.

Finseth said the bill would bolster the state’s
rural economies by requiring that 50 percent
of the biodiesel be “home grown.”

Some House members from suburban dis-
tricts denounced the measure as a subsidy for
farmers that unfairly shifts the costs to truck-
ers and taxpayers.

Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan), who tried un-
successfully to send the bill back to conference
committee, said the requirement would “make
Minnesota an island.”

He said it would burden truckers, who he
argued operate under “razor thin margins.”

Rep. Doug Peterson (DFL-Madison) chal-
lenged Wilkin’s island analogy. “Minnesota
could lead, follow, or get out of the way,” he
said. “And I'd rather lead.”

CONSUMERS
*

Prohibiting sales calls

The House Jobs and Economic Develop-
ment Finance Committee approved a bill
March 7 that would prohibit most telephone
solicitations to people who sign up for a state
do-not-call list.

HF2710 next goes to the House Ways and
Means Committee.

The bill would allow phone customers to sign
up for a list maintained by the Department of
Commerce. Telephone solicitors would be pro-
hibited from calling those on the list.

Rep. Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul), sponsor
of the measure, said several states adopted
similar legislation last year and most remain-
ing states are considering proposals this year.

The committee adopted an amendment
changing the fee that telemarketers would be
required to pay to purchase the do-not-call list
from $15 to $125. Under the amended bill, the
fee would be reduced to $90 in fiscal year 2004
and then to $75 for the following years.

The Department of Finance estimates the
bill would cost $482,000 for fiscal year 2003,
$348,922 for fiscal year 2004, and $299,197 for
fiscal year 2005, making the fees necessary,
Entenza said.

The numbers are based on the Department
of Commerce having to hire three full-time
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investigators and other staff and equipment.
The estimate is also based on 1,000
telemarketing companies purchasing two lists
per year.

Entenza said that with 140,000
telemarketing companies nationwide, he
thought the estimated 1,000 purchasers was
too low.

Rep. Arlon Lindner (R-Corcoran) said that
because of the cost of the bill and because the
state is trying to address a budget deficit, the
committee should not approve the measure.
He expressed doubt that the legislation would
work and noted that the bill does not prohibit
nonprofit organizations from making calls to
those on the list.

Entenza said that 85 percent of
telemarketing calls come from commercial
businesses.

Michael Schumann, a St. Paul business
owner, said the problem cannot be addressed
through legislation. He said the bill would in-
stead take away an existing tool that he has
used to stop unwanted calls.

Schumann said that Qwest offers its cus-
tomers a screening service that prevents com-
panies without valid caller identification
information from ringing the subscriber’s tele-
phone. He said the bill would require the com-
panies to activate their caller identification
information and thus those calls that are now
prevented would get through.

CRIME
*

Keg registration

Beer kegs sold in the state must
be labeled with an identification
tag, under a bill signed into law
by Gov. Jesse Ventura.

Sponsored by Rep. Steve
Dehler (R-St. Joseph) and Sen.
Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), the measure was
passed by the House in 2001. The Senate
passed the bill March 11, and Ventura signed
it March 13.

Dehler said the measure is meant to crack
down on underage drinking, which is a prob-
lem in his community.

Effective Aug. 1, 2002, off-sale retailers must
attach a identification tag to each keg they sell.
The tag must include the retailer’s name, ad-
dress, telephone number, keg identification
number, and a warning that removing the tag
is a crime.

The law requires off-sale retailers to record
the driver’s license number and keg

Signed
by

the

governor
* Kk ok
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identification number at the time of the sale.
The retailer must also record the date and time
of the sale, and must collect the purchaser’s
signature.

Information collected must be kept for at
least 90 days, and the retailer must make the
information available to law enforcement of-
ficials upon request.

The law will also make it illegal for store
clerks to knowingly record false information
for the sale, although the law does not set a
fine for those who do.

Dehler said the law does not set any new
penalties for violators, and that existing civil
and criminal laws continue to place responsi-
bility upon those who purchase alcohol.

Store clerks are liable only if they knowingly
sell liquor to people under 21 years old.

HF58*/SF389/CH232

DEVELOPMENT
*

Minerals fund may lose money

Pulling more than $8 million from the
21st Century Minerals Fund over the next
three years, the House approved cuts for the
second phase of the budget reduction plan.

February’s gray economic forecast has
forced further cuts on every area of the state
budget. The body passed HF3011, sponsored
by Rep. Dan McElroy (R-Burnsville), on
March 14 by a 73-59 vote.

The total reductions would result in a trans-
fer of $8 million to the general fund in the
current biennium and $6 million in 2004-
2005. The minerals fund would lose $6.7 mil-
lion in this biennium and $1.6 million in the
2004-05 biennium.

Rep. Tom Baak (DFL-Cook) offered an
amendment that would restore money to the
minerals fund.

“What we desperately need on the iron
range is an investment in the future,” he said.

McElroy said he agrees that the mining in-
dustry has to change, but said the fund will be
higher than was anticipated at the end of bi-
ennium, and the remainder of funds is suffi-
cient to meet current needs.

The amendment would take money from the
workers compensation fund, which McElroy said
would result in an increase in workers compen-
sation premiums across the state.

The amendment failed on a 63-68 vote.

During the current and next bienniums, the
bill would cut $1.4 million from the Jobs Skills
Partnership Program, which McElroy said has
a carryover of about $1 million.

Additionally, the Minnesota Film Board
would lose a total of nearly $1.4 million, and
the Manufactured Home Park Redevelopment
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Program would be reduced by $400,000 just

in the current biennium.

The following cuts would be made in

2004-2005:

+ $800,000 from the Minnesota Youth Program;

+ $600,000 from the Youth Intervention
Program;

+ $512,000 from the Challenge Program
administered by the Housing Finance
Agency;

+ $460,000 from the Housing Rehabilitation
and Accessibility Program; and

+ $120,000 from the Minnesota Historical
Society’s general fund.

The bill now goes to the Senate.

EMPLOYMENT
*

School employee benefits

Summer unemployment benefits for school
food service employees would become part of
permanent law, under a bill approved
March 12 by the House Jobs and Economic
Development Finance Committee.

“The employer pays the unemployment to
keep them over the summer months,” ex-
plained Rep. Loren Jennings (DFL-Harris),
sponsor of HF3082.

SNOWY TRACKS

[

PHOTO BY ANDREW VON BANK
A State Capitol visitor finds a new blanket of
snow covering the ground March 14.

Rider language, which designates legal
policy for appropriations, since 2000 have al-
lowed the employees to collect unemployment
during the summer.

The state unemployment fund would not
be affected; food service employers would pay
for the benefits.

Unemployment is funded through a tax to
businesses. Lee Nelson, unemployment insur-
ance director for the Department of Economic
Security, said the 11 school food service em-
ployers in the state are “not anywhere near the
maximum tax rates.”

Rep. Tony Sertich (DFL-Chisholm) intro-
duced an amendment that would provide
similar benefits to school bus drivers.

However, Nelson said it may be “impossible
to administer” for several reasons. One prob-
lem would be that some school bus employ-
ers are at the maximum tax rate, he said.

Gary Botzek, a lobbyist for the Minnesota
School Bus Operators Association, said he is
concerned about the $8 million the bill may
cost. The association represents 192 members
who operate or own more than 5,000 buses.

Sertich withdrew the amendment, but said
he will work on the language and offer it again.
The bill needs to stop at two other commit-
tees before it can receive a vote on the House
floor.

HF3082 now travels to the House Rules and
Legislative Administration Committee.

ENVIRONMENT
*

Budget reductions

An additional $10 million in environmen-
tal and natural resources spending cuts passed
the House 70-62 on March 14 as part of the
second round of trimmings.

Under the previously approved budget law,
the Legislature cut spending on environment
and natural resources programs by $12.9 mil-
lion this biennium. That plan focused on a
projected $1.9 billion budget deficit.

The new cuts are in response to a revised
economic forecast issued in February that re-
vealed an additional budget shortfall of about
$440 million.

After clearing the House Environment and
Natural Resources Finance Committee on
March 12 and the House Ways and Means
committee the next day, HF766 moved to the
House floor.

The bill would reduce recycling-promotion
grants to counties to about $5 million in fis-
cal years 2004-05. The Office of Environmen-
tal Assistance would be directed to provide a
statewide message emphasizing waste reduc-
tion as a substitute for local outreach efforts.




It would also transfer about $1 million from
the Pollution Control Agency to the Office of
Environmental Assistance to administer the
state’s household hazardous waste program.

Rep. Mark Holsten (R-Stillwater), chair of
the House Environment and Natural Re-
sources Finance Committee and bill sponsor,
said counties would be expected to spend the
remaining dollars on the more immediate task
of recycling and reducing solid waste.

Rep. Jean Wagenius (DFL-Mpls) worried
the cuts would hamper innovative county ef-
forts and lead to an ineffective “top-down ap-
proach.”

“Counties have taken the lead on waste
management,” she said.

The committee later adopted an amend-
ment offered by Rep. Tom Osthoff (DFL-St.
Paul), which calls on the Legislature to restore
funding for the recycling programs by tapping
into the solid waste fund if additional money
becomes available. The Legislature, however,
would not be able to draw down the fund to
the point that it couldn’t meet other obliga-
tions.

The bill awaits action in the Senate.

Land designation, ATV usage
A plan designating more than 100,000 acres
in northwestern Minnesota as wildlife manage-
ment areas advanced in committee March 8.
The House Environment and Natural Re-
sources Finance Committee approved
HF1359, sponsored by Rep. Dennis Ozment

(R-Rosemount), and referred it to the House
Taxes Committee.

Under the plan, 102,315 acres in Beltrami,
Marshall, and Roseau counties currently des-
ignated as state consolidated conservation
land would become wildlife management
areas.

Since the land would be taken off the tax
rolls, counties would receive payments in-lieu
of tax from the state lottery fund. The pay-
ments to counties would subsequently in-
crease from 44 cents per acre to about $3.54
an acre.

Committee Chair Rep. Mark Holsten
(R-Stillwater) expressed concern about the
funding process, predicting the state would
have fewer dollars for other habitat programs.

The designation would complete a state ini-
tiative to convert 1.5 million acres of the con-
servation lands into wildlife management
areas. The Department of Natural Resources
has pushed to set aside the land.

In a fact sheet on the bill, the department
wrote: “Without proper designation, these
lands remain in a type of ‘management limbo’
without specific guidance and attention to
their best use potential and without the abil-
ity to control usage of these lands.”

The bill also contains provisions on all-ter-
rain vehicle (ATV) use in state wildlife man-
agement areas. It directs the DNR
commissioner to designate at least 90 miles
of trails for the vehicles by Jan. 15, 2004.

The department would be required to re-
port to the Legislature on its progress during
the next two sessions.

Too Loup

Devin Roelke, left, and Maura Curry from the Capitol Child Care Center in St. Paul cover their
ears while Tempest, a 17-year-old American Bald Eagle, does a territorial scream in the Capitol
Rotunda during the annual Minnesota Zoo Day March 11.

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID

At the hearing, DNR Deputy Commissioner
Steve Morse said the department would prefer a
scaled back target for new trail designations.

HF1359 also authorizes the department to
enforce ATV use violations. This section of the
bill would be valid until Jan. 15, 2004.

Among other penalties, it would allow the
commissioner to arrest or ticket a rider who
purposefully causes “serious damage” to the
wildlife management area.

FAMILY
*

Early education funding

The House passed a bill March 14 that
would trim another $6 million from its bud-
get in the area of early childhood and family
education.

The bill, approved 68-64, also projects cuts
of another $15 million for fiscal years
2004-2005.

HF2902, sponsored by Rep. Barb Sykora
(R-Excelsior), chair of the House Family and
Early Childhood Education Finance Commit-
tee, returns money to the state’s general fund by
making cuts, slowing the growth of programs,
and requiring local communities to come up
with a 25 percent match for one program.

The bill would cut another $500,000 from
the child-care development fund, which also
lost $500,000 under the budget balancing plan
that became law March 1.

Family and early childhood education will
lose $4 million for fiscal years 2002 and 2003
in the law, but $3 million was returned by the
transfer of federal Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) funds.

The new plan also freezes funding for the
adult basic education program in 2003 at the
2002 level of $32.4 million. The bill would also
limit the program’s growth to 5 percent per
year, instead of the current 8 percent.

Basic sliding fee child care, a program that
helps working families not on welfare pay for
child care, would also take a hit, losing $1 mil-
lion a year through 2005 under the bill.

State aid to communities for after-school
enrichment programs would also require a 25
percent match from the community, and its
base funding would be cut back by 25 percent
beginning in 2004. Previously there was no
local match required for the grant.

About $1.7 million will also be added to the
general fund by placing a limit on each school
district’s early childhood and family education
reserve account.

Some DFL members were unhappy with
further cuts to child-care assistance and other
programs.

Rep. Mary Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon
Heights) said the state is balancing the
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budget by targeting the most vulnerable mem-
bers.

Rep. Nora Slawik (DFL-Maplewood)
agreed, adding that the state held K-12 and
higher education safe from further budget
cuts.

“What about hurting little kids?” she asked.
“We are hurting little kids.”

Rep. Gregory Gray (DFL-Mpls) said the
state should be able to come up with $6 mil-
lion to spare programs that help children from
further cuts in 2003.

Republican members responded by stating
that the bill doesn’t cut programs but only lim-
its growth.

Sykora said she invited those who disap-
proved of the plan to suggest other ways to
trim the committee’s budget but was given no
feedback.

The bill next goes to the Senate.

GAME & FISH
*

Licensure changes

People convicted of hunting while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs would be barred
from obtaining a lifetime hunting license
within five years of the offense, under a bill
sent to the House floor March 8.

The House Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Committee approved
HF2604 with little discussion. Sponsored by
Rep. Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount), the bill
would apply to lifetime licenses to hunt with
a firearm or by archery.

The rest of the bill would authorize the state
to issue lifetime licenses for deer hunting by
archery, as well as by firearm, already autho-
rized under state law. Lifetime licenses may
also be purchased for fishing and small game
hunting.

To be eligible for the lifetime license, the
hunter would have to be a resident of Minne-
sota for at least one year. A hunter under age
21 would have to be the child of someone who
has lived in the state for a minimum of one
year.

The fees for lifetime licenses are as follows:
+ $337 for children 3 and younger;

+ $450 for ages 4 to 15;
+ $573 for ages 16 to 50; and
* $383 for those over 51.

The money from the license fees would be
dedicated to the lifetime fish and wildlife trust
fund.

Another game and fish bill also cleared the
committee at the March 8 meeting. HF3128,
sponsored by Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R-Cedar),
would allow a licensed hunter to kill game with
a 0.50 Action Express handgun cartridge.
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LITTLE LOBBYIST

Five-year-old Ashley Burnside colors a drawing of the state that will later be taped to a legisla-
tors door as part of the March 14 Early Childhood Parent Rally Day. Ashley came with her mother,
Christi, and younger sister, Kayla, to meet with legislators to encourage continued funding for
the early childhood and family education (ECFE) programs. Ashley attends the North Branch
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ECFE program.
GOVERNMENT positions to oversee the 27 state depart-
* ments, instead of each department having
a commissioner. That would allow a con-
State budget cuts solidation of executive level and service

State government functions will be cut nearly
$39 million, under a plan approved March 13
by the House State Government Finance Com-
mittee.

The cuts came in the form of a delete-all
amendment to HF3270, sponsored by Rep.
Phil Krinkie (R-Shoreview). That bill origi-
nally dealt with only abolishing the Depart-
ment of Employee Relations.

The bill now travels to the House Ways and
Means Committee, where it will be heard
March 15, said Rep. Dave Bishop
(R-Rochester), the committee chair.

Under the plan general fund reductions to-
tal nearly $14.82 million.

Included in that number is an additional
reduction of nearly $4.65 million from the
Legislature’s base: $2.12 million from the
House, $1.64 million from the Senate,
$509,000 from the Legislative Coordinating
Commission, and $383,000 from the legisla-
tive auditor. The cuts bring the legislative base
to a total 10 percent reduction between the
two budget reduction phases.

Additionally, $6.22 million in legislative
carry forward dollars are now being sent to
the general fund.

The third element of general fund cuts
would come from seven different sources:

+ $2 million from an executive branch reorga-
nization by creating eight secretary

positions under the eight secretaries.

+ $500,000 reduction to the Minnesota Ama-
teur Sports Commission, money to be used
to fulfill a statute providing for amateur
sports activities at Target Center;

+ $470,000 from the attorney general’s office
via the ending of partnership agreements
with agencies;

+ $389,000 from the State Arts Board;

+ $209,000 from the Minnesota Humanities
Commission;

+ $200,000 from the Office of Technology; and

+ $175,000 from the secretary of state’s office,
with the stipulation that cannot be from
revenue producing programs or elections.

Furthermore the bill moves $24.1 million
in non-general fund transfers, including
$2 million from the building code fund sur-
plus and $400,000 from the Minnesota Con-
servation Fund account. The remaining
$1.7 million out of the total $3 million in the
auto theft prevention fund would also be
transferred to the general fund.

The largest chunk in this area was
$20 million in general reductions, including a
state hiring freeze, and a moratorium on con-
sultant contracts.

The bill would also establish $26.92 million
in cuts for the 2004-05 biennium, $22.72 mil-
lion of which are general fund reductions.



Public TV request returns

Following the 2001 special session, Gov.
Jesse Ventura signed a bill that allocated
$7.8 million to public television through
grants for digital conversion. He later advised
the commissioner of administration to not
sign an agreement with the Minnesota Public
Television Association, upon which the money
was contingent.

The Legislature has again passed a bill to fund
the same request so public television does not
go dark. The vote was 114-14 on March 14.

“Digital television conversion is not a core
function of state government,” wrote Steven
Bosacker, the governor’s chief of staff, in a let-
ter to the commissioner.

But Rep. Dave Bishop (R-Rochester), spon-
sor of HF197, said he puts public television at
a higher priority than the governor, noting it
offers “a great deal of educational programs.”

A federal mandate requires that all public
television stations convert from an analog sig-
nal to digital by May 2003. The federal gov-
ernment will pay 45 percent of the cost only if
the state pays 45 percent, leaving the remain-
ing 10 percent to individual stations.

In order to stick to budget targets, Bishop’s
plan takes $7.8 million for the conversion from
the appropriation to construct bus garages on
Snelling Avenue in St. Paul. That money is
contained in the House bonding proposal.

The $7.8 million is just enough for
Minnesota’s stations to meet the mandate and
stay on the air, said Bill Strusinski, executive
director of Minnesota Public Television As-
sociation. But he said he would be back next
year asking for $14 million more.

Strusinski testified at the March 12 meeting
of the House Capital Investment Committee.

“Why (does it have) to be our dollars and
not your own dollars?” asked Rep. Tom
Osthoff (DFL-St. Paul).

Strusinski said public television is “not flush
with money,” and the request is for less than
what other states are paying.

The Senate version of the bill (SF107), spon-
sored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon),
was passed by that body by a 62-4 vote on
Feb. 18.

State treasurer’s office

In 1998 Minnesota voters approved the
elimination of the state treasurer position, ef-
fective Jan. 6, 2003.

Now, one representative is trying to keep the
position intact.

The House State Government Finance
Committee approved HF2761, sponsored by
Rep. Sondra Erickson (R-Princeton),
March 13. It now goes to the House Ways and
Means Committee.

Erickson’s bill creates an office of the state
treasurer. The treasurer would be appointed
by the governor, just like commissioners of
other agencies. Previously, the state treasurer
has been an elected position.

“I'm not convinced we did the right thing
in eliminating the treasurer’s position,”
Erickson said. “I believe we still need the trea-
surer as a watchdog.”

The language is also included in the
committee’s second budget reduction bill,
HF3270, sponsored by Rep. Philip Krinkie
(R-Shoreview).

“We often take bills that might be in a con-
ference committee and include them,” she said.

Erickson said the bill is unique because it
has no true Senate companion.

One Senate measure (SF891) sponsored by
Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope) would transfer
duties of the state treasurer to the state auditor,
but that bill was withdrawn and a different bill
(SF2963) was introduced. That bill, which trans-
fers the duties to the Department of Finance,
passed the Senate 54-8 on March 8.

The committee adopted an amendment that
would leave the treasurer on the state’s Invest-
ment Advisory Council. An amendment that
removes the treasurer from the line of guber-
natorial succession was also adopted.

HEALTH
*

Bioterrorism plan

A House plan designed to improve the
state’s ability to respond to a bioterrorism at-
tack cleared the House Health and Human
Services Finance Committee March 7.

HF3031 clarifies the governor’s emergency
powers and outlines the rights of citizens quar-
antined to prevent the spread of disease.

Sponsored by Rep. Richard Mulder
(R-Ivanhoe), the bill’s emergency health pow-
ers trigger is bioterrorism, defined as “the in-
tentional use or threatened use of a biological
agent to harm or endanger members of the
public.”

The trigger in the Senate version of the bill
(SF2669) is more broadly defined as a “public
health emergency.” Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato) is sponsoring that bill.

Rep. Thomas Huntley (DFL-Duluth), a bill
co-sponsor, said the plan has been “drastically
reduced in size,” and he said he would work
to see that it stay modest in scale during any
conference committee negotiations.

“This is just a first step,” said Huntley, a pro-
fessor of biochemistry and molecular biology
at the University of Minnesota-Duluth School
of Medicine. “We’ll be back here next year.”

Shortly after the East Coast was shaken by

anthrax attacks in November, Huntley pro-
posed legislation that would grant the state
authority to “use and appropriate property as
necessary” and destroy contaminated materi-
als to curb the spread of disease.

In its current form, HF3031, among other
things, grants the governor authority to de-
clare a national security or peacetime emer-
gency in the state in the event of a bioterrorism
attack. The governor would be required to call
the Legislature into session and consult with
the commissioner of health before issuing the
declaration.

The state would have the power to “isolate”
individuals infected with communicable dis-
eases from the public and “quarantine” those
who have likely been exposed. But they would
be entitled to “adequate food, clothing, shel-
ter, and means of communication.”

The commissioner of health would also be
required to obtain permission from the court
before isolating or quarantining an individual
or group.

However, if the delay would “significantly
jeopardize” the commissioner’s ability to pre-
vent spread of the disease, he or she would be
allowed to go forward without court approval,
but must get it within 72 hours.

An individual quarantined or isolated
would also be allowed to request a court
hearing.

HF3031 also directs the Department of
Health to study other emergency health power
issues and report back to the Legislature by
Jan. 15, 2003.

The department estimates the study would
cost $114,027, which will be funded by fed-
eral bioterrorism preparedness grants.

The rest of the provisions in the bill would
sunset July 1, 2005.

The bill now goes to the House Ways and
Means Committee.

HUMAN SERVICES
*

Background checks

Counties would not be allowed to set aside
a disqualifying criminal record and issue an
emergency license to someone seeking work
at a facility serving vulnerable adults, under a
bill approved March 8 by the House Health
and Human Services Finance Committee.

The 89-page bill (HF3166), sponsored by
Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka), contains a num-
ber of Department of Human Services policy
changes. Attorney General Mike Hatch pro-
posed some of the changes in response to an
investigative series published by the
Star Tribune in October 2001.

The series documented that the Depart-
ment of Human Services had set aside the
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criminal records of workers caring for the
state’s most vulnerable adults that would have
otherwise barred them from employment.

Other sections in the bill contain technical
modifications to continuing care programs
requested by the Department of Human
Services.

Under HF3166, the department would be
authorized to review records held by a num-
ber of agencies, including the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, to determine an individual’s
criminal background.

The department could disqualify an appli-
cant or revoke an employee’s license if the in-
dividual failed to cooperate with the
background screening process.

Volunteers at facilities or group homes that
serve vulnerable adults and children would
also be subject to a criminal background study
if they are not under continuous and direct
supervision.

The bill would also permit the human ser-
vices commissioner to exchange private infor-
mation about reports of maltreatment with
the Department of Corrections. It would re-
quire the commissioner to provide the Om-
budsman for Mental Health and Retardation
with any active and inactive investigative data
upon request.

Those disqualified because of a criminal
past would be allowed to ask the department
to reconsider. Individuals already on the job
would be required to have continuous and
direct supervision while the department
reviews the case.

If someone has a license revoked or sus-
pended at the conclusion of an investigation,
he or she would be allowed to request a
hearing.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

INDUSTRY
*

Telecommunications changes

The House passed legislation March 7 that
would make minor changes to telecommuni-
cations laws in the state.

HF3125, sponsored by Rep. Ken Wolf
(R-Burnsville), would instruct the commis-
sioner of commerce to contract with a quali-
fied vendor instead of a local consumer group,
as is in current law, to provide telecommuni-
cation relay services to consumers.

In addition, the bill would change the name
of the fund used to pay for the services to more
clearly reflect that the funds provide access for
communication-impaired people.

The House amended a provision into the
bill that would allow, upon local approval, two
Alexandria utilities to formalize a relationship.
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The bill reads that the city may enter into a
joint venture with Runestone Telephone Com-
pany and Runestone Electric Association to
provide local niche service.

“The services have been a tremendous as-
set to the Alexandria area,” said Rep. George
Cassell (R-Alexandria), who moved the
amendment. He explained that demand has
grown fast for the Internet service niche.

A second amendment failed on a 61-68 vote.
Under the provision, long distance phone
companies would have been prohibited from
charging calls made within school districts.
Carried by Rep. Irv Anderson (DFL-Int’]
Falls), it would have mostly benefited districts
in Greater Minnesota.

Wolf said he strongly opposed the amend-
ment. “This greatly expands the scope of bill.”

Rep. Marty Seifert (R-Marshall) pointed out
that his district passed a referendum to put a
small charge on phone bills to cover long dis-
tance calls made within school districts.
“Someone has to pay for this,” he said.

The bill passed by a 130-0 vote. The Senate
version, sponsored by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), awaits action in that
body.

Gas station owner rights

A statute that gives gas station owners ad-
ditional rights to the land they occupy would
become permanent, under a bill passed by the
House March 7.

Gas stations are generally operated by fran-
chisees that lease their locations. The law, first
passed in 2000, required that the operator of
the station be given an opportunity to pur-
chase the property before the franchisor could
sell it to a new franchisor.

The provision currently has a sunset date
of July 1, 2002. The bill (HF2766), sponsored
by Rep. Bill Haas (R-Champlin), passed
130-0.

The controversy between franchisors and
franchisees over the amount of flexibility each
can retain has kept the law from becoming
permanent. But this year, Haas said, no large
oil companies came forward to oppose the bill
as they had in previous years.

Haas said the franchisees won’t lose any
money under the bill, and it protects local
businesses. For example, Haas said 26 of the
27 Murphy Oil Corporation service stations
in Minnesota were recently purchased by in-
dividuals who had previously operated them
under franchise because of the law.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato), passed the Senate 57-0 on
March 14. The bill now goes to the governor.

INSURANCE
*

Glass replacement language

The state’s windshield insurance law has
continued to evolve over the years. The House
passed a bill 129-3 on March 7 that the spon-
sor said might finally satisfy both repair shops
and insurance companies.

HF2570, sponsored by Rep. Ken Wolf
(R-Burnsville), would change the current stan-
dard by which insurance companies have to
pay claims from “competitive price” to “fair
and reasonable.”

Current law requires insurance companies
to pay market price for glass replacement as
determined by a survey of costs charged in
communities around the state.

Wolf said that insurance payments for auto
glass repair should be no different from pay-
ments for auto body repair whereby the mar-
ket should determine the price. He said the
bill makes the insurance process for glass re-
placement similar to the existing process for
fender repairs.

“I think we got it to the right place now. I
think most people are on board,” he said.

According to information provided by
American Family Insurance on claims filed
between Jan. 1, 2001 and Oct. 31, 2001, the
range of the costs was from $334 to $1,064.
Wolf said that the national average is $368 and
in Minnesota it is $441.

He said the bill would not give an unfair
advantage to large repair shops over smaller
ones. “If a shop has to charge $1,000 for a $368
repair then they don’t deserve to stay in
business.”

Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls) said an
amendment she offered that was adopted by
the House Commerce, Jobs, and Economic
Development Policy Committee Feb. 12 may
be unconstitutional in the way it is written. It
would prohibit insurance companies from
recommending a vendor to the insured un-
less requested by the insured. The language
was included to address the issue of “steering,”
where insurance companies allegedly point
consumers to preferred repair shops.

Clark encouraged Wolf to find suitable lan-
guage to address the concern when the bill
goes to conference committee.

Rep. John Tuma (R-Northfield) echoed
Clark’s concern, saying that the steering pro-
vision was essential because of the negative
impact the practice has on smaller repair
shops.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), passed the Senate 63-0
on March 14.




LAW

Fireworks bill progresses

Every year Minnesotans cross state lines to
buy firecrackers, sparklers, and other
fireworks.

The House Judiciary Finance Committee
approved a bill March 7 that would allow those
devices to become legal in Minnesota. It now
heads for the House Rules and Legislative
Administration Committee.

Sponsored by Rep. Mark Holsten
(R-Stillwater), HF1543 would allow the sale
of fireworks for personal use from May 1 to
July 15 and Dec. 1 to Jan. 2 and allow them to
be used on private land from July 1-7 and
Dec. 25 to Jan. 2. Holsten said 41 other states
allow for the sale of fireworks.

Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls), was the lead-
ing opponent of the bill during the hearing.

He questioned if this would mean more fire-
works being used in the state. Holsten said
there would be more safe firework use with
this bill, because a provision calls for the state
fire marshal to develop and distribute safety
information about using fireworks.

Skoglund also expressed concern about the
physical well-being of people who misuse the
fireworks.

“You’re ignoring the human costs in this bill
— people losing fingers, getting blinded, or
having hearing loss,” he said. “This is a step
backwards. I don’t why we’re doing this.”

“This will cause more emergency, fire, and
police calls —all at a cost,” said Bill Strusinski,
representing the Minnesota Fire Chief’s
Association.

The criminal penalty for misusing fireworks
would be a misdemeanor under the bill.

The bill, supported by Gov. Jesse Ventura,
limits sales to retailers who are licensed by the
state fire marshal. Among the criteria for a li-
cense are a stand-alone building with no more
than 5,000 square feet of selling area, there
must be one exit door per every 1,000 square
feet of retail space, and the facility must be
“equipped with an adequate number of smoke
detectors.”

However, novelty items, such as snakes, drop
pops, smoke devices, and sparklers could be
sold by any retailer.

N LOCAL GOVERNMENT

One instead of two
Having two asphalt plants within two blocks
of each other in a Minneapolis neighborhood
doesn’t necessarily equate to being twice as
good.
The House passed a bill March 7 by a 127-4

ST. PATRICK PIPER
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In honor of St.Patrick’s Day, Tom Klein,an Irish
musician from St.Paul, plays “When Irish Eyes
Are Smiling” on the uilleann pipe March 14in
the House chamber.The instrument is an Irish
bagpipe with air supplied by a bellows held
under and worked by the elbow.

vote that would allow the city of Minneapolis
to partner with a private company in build-
ing a new single plant.

Sponsored by Rep. Dennis Ozment
(R-Rosemount), HF2796 would allow the city
to enter into negotiations with the company.
He said the public/private partnership would
allow for cleaner asphalt production in the
future.

Rep. Jim Davnie (DFL-Mpls), whose district
is the home to both plants, said the two indi-
vidual plants are old, inefficient, “a source of
pollution, and a concern to the neighbors.”

He added that building the new plant on one
of the existing sites would reduce air pollution
while keeping jobs in the neighborhood.

The bill would allow the joint venture to
occur but would require the city to issue a re-
quest for proposals to allow competitive bid-
ding for the project.

Officials representing the private company

told the House Local Government and Met-
ropolitan Affairs Committee Feb. 6 that the
bill ensures a competitive process so that there
is no advantage to any potential bidders, and
would likely save 40 percent to 50 percent in
asphalt production costs.

The bill requires the joint venture to pro-
vide alower cost and reliable supply of asphalt
for a 25-year period when compared to the
current city facility.

The bill, sponsored in the Senate by Sen.
Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls), passed the Sen-
ate 64-0 on March 14. It now goes to the
governor.

Commission growth

The Shakopee Public Utilities
Commission will increase in size,
under a law signed by Gov. Jesse
Ventura March 7.

Sponsored by Rep. Mark
Buesgens (R-Jordan) and Sen.
Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake), the law changes
the commission from three members to five.

Shakopee has seen tremendous growth over
the past decade, as has the entire northern
Scott County region. Buesgens said the city’s
population doubled during the last decade and
likely will double again by 2010.

The commission is responsible for the man-
agement of publicly owned water and electric
utilities in the city. Its members serve three-
year staggered terms and are appointed by the
city council.

The law maintains the staggered terms. One
position would expire on April 1, 2004, while
the second additional position would expire
on April 1, 2005 under the measure.

Taking effect upon local approval, the law
will prohibit more than one city council mem-
ber from serving on the commission.

HF2624*/SF2441/CH226

Signed
by

the

governor
* *x Kk

SAFETY
*

Checking security installers

Criminal background checks would be re-
quired for employees of electronic security
system companies, under a bill that received
the approval of the House Jobs and Economic
Development Committee March 12.

“Once you have access to the codes, you can
basically control it,” said Rep. Bill Hilty
(DFL-Finlayson), sponsor of HF2787.

Owners, company officers, and current and
future employees of security systems would
have to undergo a Minnesota criminal back-
ground check. Background checks would only
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be required for licenses that come up for re-
newal, Hilty said.

The bill, which was also approved by House
committees on crime prevention and judiciary
finance, will now go to the House Rules and
Legislative Administration Committee.

HF2787 would cost $136,000 in fiscal year
2003, and $87,000 in each year of the 2004-
2005 biennium. The 2003 amount includes
funding for system modification, rulemaking,
two full-time employees, one new workstation,
and hearing costs.

The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
would be permitted to charge security com-
panies for background checks, and the com-
panies would be allowed to pass that cost on
to employees or applicants.

An employee found to have a criminal his-
tory would have to be discharged and would
lose their license under the bill. Failure for a
company to conduct background checks
would be a misdemeanor.

Installers of fire protection equipment
would be exempt from the requirement.

TAXES
*

Stadium financing plan

People who buy newspapers or magazines
could help pay for a new Minnesota Twins
ballpark.

So said the House Taxes Committee, which
narrowly approved a financing plan March 12
for a new baseball stadium.

The plan is a delete-all amendment to
HF2214, sponsored by Rep. Harry Mares
(R-White Bear Lake). The bill, which now goes
to the House Ways and Means Committee,
passed on a 13-11 vote.

Under the amendment, offered by Rep. Dan
McElroy (R-Burnsville), at least one-half of
funding for the $340 million stadium would
come from the team and other private sources.
The team would be responsible for cost
overruns.

“My concern is trying to come up with
$170 million to finance privately and fund op-
erating losses until a new park is open,” said
Twins President Jerry Bell, referring to some-
one who may be interested in purchasing the
team, which is for sale.

The remaining dollars would come from
bonds issued by the city housing the facility.

In addition to facility revenues, including
an admission ticket tax, bonds would be paid
off with hospitality and hotel-motel taxes of
up to 5 percent each, a minimum $2 parking
surcharge, and media access fees.

The plan does not include a tax on sports
memorabilia or car rentals, two components
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.
Minnesota Vikings Head Coach Mike Tice testifies
March 8 before the House Taxes Committee in sup-
port of a new stadium to be used by the Vikings
and the University of Minnesota football team.

of other proposals.

However, before a city can get in the run-
ning for a stadium, it must first win voter ap-
proval. The referendum vote would take place
June 4. “That way city residents can decide if
they want their city in competition for the
ballpark,” McElroy said.

The plan also calls for a statewide referen-
dum during the Sept. 10 primary election that
would impose a sales tax on newspapers and
magazines to help pay off the bonds. The sales
tax would also be available to provide fund-
ing for other sports facilities, such as a foot-
ball stadium for the Minnesota Vikings and
University of Minnesota. The tax would raise
an estimated $25.2 million annually.

McElroy does not want to wait until the
Nov. 5 general election because he believes
voter turnout will be high for the primary, and
Major League Baseball owners could vote to
contract the Twins before the general election,
as they meet shortly after the World Series
ends.

Rep. Ted Winter (DFL-Fulda) expressed
concern about taxing smaller, weekly newspa-
pers in Greater Minnesota to help with sta-
dium funding. “I'd rather see user fees,” he
said.

“There is a myth that a stadium can be built
with user fees,” said Rep. Ron Abrams (R-
Minnetonka), the committee chair. “A lot of
people are not going to like certain provisions
in this bill, but we must have a financial plan
that works.”

St. Paul proposals

The Capital City would become home to the
Minnesota Twins, under two proposals heard
by the House Taxes Committee March 7.

The committee held three hearings
March 6 through March 8 on various stadium
proposals. The committee compiled one sta-
dium proposal March 12, including some of
the concepts in the St. Paul proposals.

HF2789, sponsored by Rep. Tom Osthoff
(DFL-St. Paul), would allow the city to im-
pose a 3-percent citywide tax on retail sales of
liquor, entertainment, and food. The city
would also be authorized to impose a $1 per
ticket tax on events held in the stadium.

The state’s contribution would be the issu-
ance of bonds to finance the construction of
the ballpark.

“The people of St. Paul are behind this bill,”
Osthoff said.

St. Paul Mayor Randy Kelly said a stadium
is a good investment because having 81 games
with 2 million to 3 million fans coming down-
town would add vitality and activity in the city.

The St. Paul City Council passed a unani-
mous resolution in support of the stadium
proposal. Council President Dan Bostrom said
the resolution includes putting a question on
the September primary ballot asking for voter
support of the proposed sales tax.

Jaye Rykunyk, representing the Hotel and
Restaurant Employees Local 17, said the union
supports the proposal. She said the estimated
payroll for the union members working at the
ballpark would be around $8 million per year.
She added that around 400 part- and full-time
jobs were created by the Xcel Energy Center.

Another St. Paul proposal (HF3433) before
the committee would create a baseball park
district surrounding the stadium. The idea,
sponsored by Rep. Michael Paymar (DFL-
St. Paul), would include development of
mixed-income housing — including a per-
centage deemed affordable housing — restau-
rants, bars, and shops.

“Unlike the ill-conceived Metrodome where
a stadium was simply plunked down, this con-
cept ties a stadium to a broader vision — a
place where people live, and a place where
people shop,” Paymar said.

The plan calls for the state to issue $125 mil-
lion in revenue bonds. The city would repay the
bonds through several city taxes and other



A comparison of stadium bills considered

Bill and sponsor Type Tax changes Financing Other requirements
HF2214
Mares Baseball now ticket tax, 5% hospitality and $2 parking surcharge, team held to 30-year lease
($340 million)** hotel/motel tax for the local media access fees, with no escape clause
community, sales tax on newspapers city-issued revenue bonds
and magazines subject to statewide local voter referendum for stadium
referendum
HF2513
Mares Baseball Up to 3% liquor, entertainment, Met Council issued revenue bonds Tax subject to referendum,
and food tax 49% of team owned locally; team held to 30-year lease
with no escape clause,
rent, ticket, and other lease
requirements.
HF2789
Osthoff Baseball in St.Paul 3% liquor, entertainment, State GO* bonds
and food tax in St.Paul; stadium
ticket tax
HF3433
Paymar Baseball in St.Paul | Stadium sales tax, ticket tax, Revenue bonds team held to 30-year lease
parking surcharge; 13% tax on with no escape clause
metropolitan area sports
memorabilia purchases
HF3659
Gray Baseball in Mpls. 2% food and alcohol tax in Revenue or GO* bonds from team held to 20-year lease
($370 million)** downtown Mpls.; Hennepin County and Mpils. with no escape clause
1% lodging tax citywide;
6% tax on vehicle rentals in
Hennepin County; ticket
surcharge; sales tax on Twins
memorabilia and merchandise
HF3658
Goodno Football in Mpls. Tax on wholesale sports Game-day parking surcharge; team held to 30-year lease
(5440 million)** memorabilia purchases naming rights to stadium; with no escape clause
$2.1 million from the state lottery

*General obligation bonds backed by the state’s taxing powers.

**Not all proposals list a total stadium cost.

revenue sources, including an additional sales tax
at the stadium, a ticket tax, a $2 per vehicle park-
ing surcharge, and a 13-percent metropolitan
area tax on professional sports memorabilia.

Minneapolis stadium plan

The House Taxes Committee heard a pro-
posal March 8 that would keep the Minnesota
Twins in Minneapolis with a $370 million
roof-ready ballpark near the city’s entertain-
ment district.

The bill requires public financing of up to
$205 million under the bill (HF3659), spon-
sored by Rep. Gregory Gray (DFL-Mpls). The
Twins would be required to contribute
$125 million with an additional $50 million
coming from other private sources.

So far, the bill does not seek any state fund-
ing for the stadium.

The Hennepin County Board estimates us-
ing $185 million in bonds, and the contribu-
tion for city of Minneapolis is capped at a
$10 million.

“There is sizeable support at all levels for
having the Twins stadium in Minneapolis,”
Gray said.

The bill would require that the bonds be paid

off with a 2-percent tax on food and alcohol sold
in restaurants in the downtown taxing area, a
1-percent citywide lodging tax, a 6-percent
countywide tax on motor vehicle rentals, and a
surcharge on ticket sales at the ballpark. In ad-
dition taxes on ticket sales at the ballpark, in-
come taxes from the ballplayers and a sales tax
on Twins memorabilia, clothing, and novelties
would also go to repay the bonds.

The bill does not specify what kind of bonds
— either general obligation or revenue-based
bonds — must be used. In fact, the final plan
can include a combination of both, as well.

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), the
committee chair, said that the use of the term
“user fees” to finance the park should be clari-
fied. Abrams said he was not speaking specifi-
cally to the Minneapolis proposal but that sales
tax on restaurants and bars would also be paid
by patrons not attending baseball games.

“The 25 members of this committee and the
134 members of the House can handle the
truth,” Abrams said.

Mike Opat, chair of the Hennepin County
board, agreed the term should be used care-
fully but that the amount of people the sta-
dium would bring into the area would greatly
benefit the businesses in the district.

Of all the proposed sites for a new stadium,
Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak said the loca-
tion near the city’s garbage burning plant was
the most responsible use of public funding
since the existing infrastructure would allow
easy access in and out of the area.

During his city’s testimony, St. Paul Mayor
Randy Kelly questioned putting an outdoor park
near the garbage facility. Opat said electricity
generated at the plant could serve the ballpark.
Adding that the issues of parking and access
should not be dismissed either, he said that get-
ting to the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul is easier
by riverboat than by automobile.

Sam Grabarski, president of the Minneapolis
Downtown Council, said that there are 167,000
downtown workers and that 70 percent attend
Twins baseball games at least once per year.

Concepts, though not specifics, in the bill
were included in the stadium package ap-
proved by the committee March 12.

Football plans
A $440 million retractable roof football sta-
dium built on the University of Minnesota cam-
pus would provide a home for the Gophers and
Minnesota Vikings, under a bill heard by the
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House Taxes Committee March 8.

HF3658, sponsored by Rep. Kevin Goodno
(R-Moorhead), would create a sports facilities
account that could fund not only a football
stadium, but also a baseball park and improve-
ments to existing facilities.

Revenue sources for the account, under the
bill, must include a combination of the fol-
lowing: a tax on wholesale purchases of sports
memorabilia, $2.1 million annually from the
state lottery, a surcharge on game day park-
ing, and naming rights for the new stadium.

Goodno, who chaired the stadium task force
during the interim, said the bill incorporates
many of the group’s recommendations.

Mike Kelly, executive vice president of the
Vikings, said that if the state is going to help
build a football facility, now is the time. The
bill would incorporate a $51.5 million loan
from the National Football League. Kelly said
it is likely that loan program will not be con-
tinued past next year.

The bill also requires the Vikings to con-
tribute $100 million and the University to pro-
vide the land for the stadium and a
4,000-space parking ramp.

Kelly said the Vikings are nearing a finan-
cial crisis and that the Metrodome is no longer
an NFL-caliber stadium. The team ranked
26th in total local revenues last season and will
rank 31st by 2004.

The popularity of the sport remains high,
Kelly said. Viking games are the highest rated
television show in the market, according to the
Nielsen Ratings, and the team is second to the
Green Bay Packers in local market ratings.

Rep. Bob Milbert (DFL-South St. Paul) said
that sports add to the quality of life around the
area. He said that he supports the approach of
creating a facilities dedicated account because it
would help address not only the needs of the
Vikings and Gophers, but the Twins as well.

The plan was not included in the bill
approved by the committee March 12.

Change-up in plans

Minnesota Twins President Jerry Bell said the
team’s 2001 proposal for a stadium was for the
team to pay for one-third of the cost, alocal unit
of government where the park was to be located
to pay for one-third, and the state to provide one-
third through an interest free loan.

Bell told the House Taxes Committee
March 8 that HF2513, sponsored by
Rep. Harry Mares (R-White Bear Lake), has
been amended so that little remains of what
the team initially envisioned.

As it is currently drafted, the bill would au-
thorize the Metropolitan Council to issue an
unspecified amount of revenue bonds after a
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local unit of government enters into an agree-
ment with the Twins for a roof-ready ballpark
that is owned by the local government.

Mares said the bill would require that the
team use the park for 30 years without an es-
cape clause. It also would authorize the local
unit of government to impose a local liquor,
entertainment, and food tax of up to 3 per-
cent, subject to a referendum.

Under the bill, the team owner must work
with the governor, the chair of the Met Coun-
cil, and a community foundation to transfer
49 percent of the team to the foundation to
ensure that the team remains in Minnesota.

Committee members questioned whether
public funds should be provided without a
requirement that the game itself adopt reforms
to address the ability of smaller market teams
to compete.

“This industry is in a death spiral,” Rep.
Philip Krinkie (R-Shoreview) said, pointing
out much of the revenue the team is seeking
with a new stadium, such as revenue gener-
ated by the naming rights, will instead go to
the costs of paying off the bonds issued, un-
der the plan.

Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan) said the bill
doesn’t address the real problem — the im-
balance in player salaries among large market
teams, such as the New York Yankees, and
small market teams like the Twins. He said that
many teams with newer ballparks lost money
last season.

Bell said that Minnesota is a midsize mar-
ket, not a small one as it is often referred to,
and that baseball owners are unified in their
resolve that the game adopt “substantial” rev-
enue sharing between teams.

Portions of this bill, including no escape
from the lease, were included in the final bill
approved by the committee March 12.

Public sentiment

After devoting three days of hearings to dis-
cuss various stadium financing proposals for
the Minnesota Twins, Vikings, and Gophers,
the House Taxes Committee heard from mem-
bers of the public March 8.

Patrick Hill, representing Financial Ac-
countability for New Stadiums, said the cur-
rent condition of Major League Baseball is “so
fundamentally flawed” that a new stadium will
do little to help the Twins.

He pointed to findings from the league’s
own Blue Ribbon Panel on Baseball Econom-
ics that said seven of the teams that had new
publicly funded stadiums built in the 1990s
still have financial woes.

Hill said threats of contracting the Twins cre-
ated an “artificial crisis” to hold taxpayers hos-
tage in the use of public funds to build a stadium.

“Somebody in this country has to stand up
to the greed of major league sports and say
no,” he said.

Martha Easton, a political sociologist rep-
resenting Progressive Minnesota, spoke
against a discussed provision that would re-
quire any local referendum be held in June.

She said that holding a vote on stadium fund-
ing would not allow the proper time for adequate
discussion of the issue. She said special elections
have traditionally low voter turnout and the sta-
dium issue would likely lead to the spending of
large amounts of money to sway opinions on an
issue involving a corporate entity.

She said she prefers the question be put to
voters in the November general election.

Joe Marble, representing Citizens United for
Baseball, helped last fall in the effort to gather
petition signatures to present to Baseball
Commissioner Bud Selig in support of the
team and against contraction. He said he was
surprised at how many people in North Da-
kota and South Dakota were fans of the team.

“The Twins are an asset to the entire Mid-
west region,” Marble said.

He spoke against any local referendum re-
quirement saying that one city should not be
able to decide the fate of a regional asset.

N TRANSPORTATION

Possible gas tax increase

A House committee has abandoned a plan
to increase the state’s gas tax by a fixed rate in
favor of a plan that would allow for yearly in-
creases as needed.

Committee Chair Rep. Carol Molnau
(R-Cologne) presented HF3364 to the House
Transportation Finance Committee March 8.
The amended bill is the result of a delete-all
amendment that incorporated the intent of
HF2680, sponsored by Rep. Bernie Lieder
(DFL-Crookston).

The bill, now sponsored by Rep. William
Kuisle (R-Rochester), would allow the com-
missioner of revenue to increase the tax on
gasoline and other fuels yearly as needed to
pay off $1.25 billion in bonds issued by the
state between 2003 and 2012.

It also sets up a major project account where
the new tax money would go. The plan would
not affect the 20 cents per gallon tax that is
currently collected.

The bill specifies that in fiscal year 2003, the
new revenue be split three ways with one-third
going to highway improvements in at-risk in-
terregional corridors that are primarily out-
side the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The
remaining two-thirds must go to removing
bottlenecks and improving highway safety and
capacity, under the bill.




After 2003, 95 percent would be evenly split
between interregional corridors outside the Twin
Cities metropolitan area and bottleneck reduc-
tion within the metro area. The remaining
5 percent would be designated for “trunk
highway-related advantages to transit” statewide.

But defining “advantage to transit” created
some debate. Several legislators said that the
wording needs to be more clear in the bill be-
fore it reaches the House floor. No firm defi-
nition of the phrase was given in committee.

The bill would also create an exemption to
a ban on entering into new consultant con-
tracts. That provision is part of the omnibus
budget balancing agreement that became law
March 1 after the Legislature overrode Gov.
Jesse Ventura’s veto.

The exception would allow the state Depart-
ment of Transportation to continue to hire
contractors to finish road construction
projects, Molnau said.

The bill now moves to the House Capital
Investment Committee.

Overweight fees

The House passed a bill March 7 that would
limit how much truck drivers can be charged
for hauling too much weight.

The vote was 94-36.

Rep. Mike Osskopp (R-Lake City), the spon-
sor of HF2884*/SF2715, said he brought the
bill on behalf of a constituent who makes
about $450 a week but was fined $46,000 af-
ter his milk truck was found to be overweight.

Current law allows law enforcement to fine
drivers for an overweight violation but also
allows fines to be assessed based on records
from the previous 30 days.

State CHAMPS

e
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Rep. Bob Milbert reads a resolution in the House chamber March 11 honoring the 2002 state
girls hockey champions from South St. Paul High School.
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The bill limits the fine for violations to $10,000
and only allows law enforcement to assess fines
up to 14 days prior to the violation.

It also allows shippers to throw out ship-
ping records after 14 days. Current law re-
quires shippers to keep records for 30 days.

Osskopp said the bill would make the pun-
ishment more fitting to the crime.

Rep. Richard Mulder (R-Ivanhoe) offered a
successful amendment on the House floor that
would double the usual overweight fines for
truck drivers who intentionally evade weigh
stations.

Overweight trucks can damage roads and
cost the state large amounts of money.

During a Feb. 14 hearing in the House
Transportation Policy Committee, Rep. Torrey

Westrom (R-Elbow Lake) said the bill may not
help much since many truck drivers couldn’t
afford a $10,000 fine any more than a
$40,000 fine.

If the goal of the fine is to compensate for
damage done to roads the fine should be
$5 million, he said.

The fine is also unique since police are usu-
ally not able to fine people for violations com-
mitted in the past, he added.

“We don’t have other laws where police can
just send you a ticket for what you did 29 days
ago,” Westrom said.

The bill passed the Senate 63-0 on
March 14. It now goes to the governor.
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
sponsored the Senate version.

Learn not to burn

Students ignite spark for legislation to raise safety awareness

First grade students at Nathaniel Morton
Elementary School in Plymouth, Mass., were so
touched by a December 1999 fire that claimed
the lives of six firefighters they decided the state
should do something to honor the victims.

The cause of the Worcester, Mass., fire was the
misuse of a candle,and thus, the students worked
with their state representative to bring attention
to the need for candle safety awareness. In the
2000 session, Massachusetts’ lawmakers passed
a bill establishing the second Monday in Decem-
ber as “Candle Safety Awareness Day.” The gov-
ernor signed it into law.

According to the National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation, candles cause close to 10,000 home fires

each year,85 percent of which are due to misuse.
Such blazes kill about 120 people nationwide
annually and result in $145 million in damage.
The goal of Massachusetts’ Candle Safety
Awareness Day is to educate people on how to
prevent candle fires from expanding beyond
the wick. Leading causes of the fires include
leaving candles unattended or inadequately
controlled, placing candles near combustible
materials, and children playing with candles.
Nationwide misuse of candles isn't the only
safety issue. In 2001, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission banned the use of lead
candlewicks citing concerns with the amount
of toxic emissions emitted from candles made

with metal wicks (many of them manufactured
for the booming aromatherapy industry).

American candle makers agreed to stop using
lead wicks in 1974 but the $3.2 billion industry
includes much importing of candles from other
countries, many of which don’t regulate the use
of lead in wicks.

Although few regulations exist for candle mak-
ers both domestically and abroad, the history of
such regulation goes back to the Middle Ages.
For example, English law of 1381 required mak-
ers and sellers of candles to assure the quality of
their product or face penalties including exile
from the country.

(D. MaeDA)
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Slicing some more

Health and human services programs take another cut as
lawmakers work to balance the state budget

By SaraH McKenziE
plan to cut an additional $61.6 million
Ain health and human services spending
passed the House 72-60 on March 14 as
part of a Republican plan to shore up the re-
maining $439 million budget deficit for the
current biennium.

The Legislature previously approved
$95.9 million in health and human services
spending cuts to help address a projected
$1.95 billion deficit for the current biennium.

The plan would also transfer $325 million
from the Tobacco Prevention Endowment to
the general fund, a move criticized by House
DFLers for reducing spending on teen
smoking prevention.

Republicans argued the move is necessary to
spare programs from deeper cuts. It would re-
duce statewide tobacco prevention grants from
$17.8 million a year to $2.3 million, but
maintain $4.4 million in grants for local efforts.

House members defeated a number of DFL
amendments offered on the floor, including a
plan to take $245 million from the trunk high-
way fund in place of the Republican plan to
drain down the tobacco fund. A measure to
require public places to have barriers or ven-
tilation systems to reduce second-hand smoke
in non-smoking areas was also defeated.

“This bill goes after our most needy citizens
and balances the budget on their backs,” said
Rep. Thomas Huntley (DFL-Duluth).

Republicans, however, countered that al-
though the plan would affect the state’s most
“vulnerable citizens,” the bill is a responsible
response to the state’s looming budget short-
fall. Further, they criticized the House DFL
caucus for failing to come forward with an
alternative plan.

The bill is the largest piece of the second
phase of budget reductions proposed by the
House to balance the state’s budget. Several
other bills traveling through the House pro-
vide further reductions to other parts of state
government.

Rep. Kevin Goodno (R-Moorhead), the
House Health and Human Services Finance
Committee chair and bill sponsor, said that
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since “education has been taken off the table”
for spending reductions, health and human
services programs had to take a larger hit.

The bill cleared the House Health and Hu-
man Services Finance Committee and Ways
and Means Committee earlier in the week,
along with two abortion-related amendments
offered by Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba (DFL-
Long Prairie).

One measure would require women to re-
ceive information about the procedure at least
24 hours before the scheduled abortion. The
other would prohibit groups from receiving
state family planning grants if they refer

In committee, Rep. Betty Folliard
(DFL-Hopkins) criticized House Republicans
for proceeding with a “stealth bill,” arguing the
majority’s approach left minority members
with little time to propose amendments.

Goodno and other Republican members
challenged Folliard’s criticism by noting the
committee provided the public and House
members with ample opportunity to come up
with alternative solutions.

“We listened to 77 witnesses during
10 hours of testimony to find the best way to
protect seniors, people with disabilities, and
current coverage for children,” Goodno said.

Under the plan, the $61.6 million target in
spending cuts would be met by the following,
among other things:

« limiting use of the state’s General Assistance
and Emergency General Assistance pro-
grams, saving $696,000 in 2003 and about
$16 million in the 2004-05 biennium;

« reducing state special family planning grants

Members of the House Health and Human Services Finance Committee debate an abortion amend-
ment at the March 12 committee meeting.

patients for abortions.

A motion to remove the “informed consent”
section of the bill failed in the House Ways
and Means Committee. A similar amendment
to strike the abortion language from the bill
failed on the House floor on a 48-84 vote.

The budget plan would also restore
$17.2 million in county funding for Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF),
which was cut earlier. The University of Min-
nesota would also receive $350,000 to continue
the “U Special Kids” program for children with
severe medical problems.

by 25 percent, saving $1.1 million in 2003;
- repealing a plan to cover more children with
the state’s Medical Assistance health plan
program, dubbed “Cover All Kids,” saving
$13.8 million this biennium and
$66.26 million in 2004-05; and
« consolidating the General Assistance Medi-
cal Care program into MinnesotaCare, the
state’s subsidized health care plan, result-
ing in net savings of $37.3 million.
The “Cover All Kids” program was the
governor’s initiative passed by the Legislature
during the 2001 special session.



The General Assistance program serves
more than 23,000 low income Minnesotans
without children who don’t qualify for other
state or federal programs. Those enrolled don’t
pay premiums like those on MinnesotaCare.

Folliard and Huntley objected to the con-
solidation and said it would shift costs to
counties and hospitals.

Huntley predicted state hospitals would lose
money because MinnesotaCare caps hospital
treatment coverage at $10,000 per year.

Under the plan that cap would be waived
for individuals meeting the federal poverty
guideline, meaning they earn a minimum of
$8,860 a year.

Under the proposed consolidation, chil-
dren, senior citizens over 65 and patients at
institutes for mental disease would be able to
keep their General Assistance benefits.

Rep. Luanne Koskinen (DFL-Coon Rapids)
criticized the plan for shifting the cost of state
welfare programs to counties. She also pre-
dicted the cuts would lengthen waiting lists at
state regional treatment centers.

Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka) challenged

criticism of the agreement, saying the com-
mittee took great pains to spare senior citi-
zens, the working poor, and others served by
state programs.

He also applauded efforts to safeguard a
prescription drug program for the disabled.

“We have a $2.4 billion shortfall and it’s
painful,” Abeler said. “This is not a perfect
plan, but it’s a plan.”

Folliard sharply criticized the abortion
amendments, calling the “informed consent”
measure a “‘women are stupid” bill.

Rep. Lynda Boudreau (R-Faribault) said
most women in her district support the mea-
sure and said she was offended by Folliard’s
description.

Otremba said some abortion providers don’t
provide women with adequate information.

“This bill empowers women,” she said.

In the Ways and Means Committee, mem-
bers suggested that the abortion provisions
mark the bill for sure veto, because the gover-
nor does not support the plan.

Because the abortion amendments are
policy provisions in the finance bill, the

governor would be required to veto the entire
bill in order to veto the provisions. He vetoed
the same measure in 2001.

Besides the contentious abortion provi-
sions, the Health and Human Services Finance
Committee wrestled over the proposal to
transfer more than $300 million from the
Tobacco Prevention Endowment to the gen-
eral fund.

Huntley said state-funded prevention pro-
grams targeting teen smoking have had
“remarkable success” and have already yielded
results.

He unsuccessfully offered an amendment to
strike the provision in the bill that transfers
money from the Tobacco Prevention Endow-
ment and a provision barring the Department
of Health from adopting rules related to the
Clean Indoor Air Act without legislative
approval.

Rep. Fran Bradley (R-Rochester) said it’s too
early to measure the success of the programs
and tie them to lower teen smoking rates. He
said the lower smoking rates are more likely
the result of increases in the cost of cigarettes.

« Shifts budget reserves from State Operated
Services accounts to the general fund,
saving $7.75 million in fiscal year 2003
and $5 million the next biennium;

+ Limits eligibility for General Assistance
payments to six months in two years in-
stead of one year, saving an estimated
$696,000 this biennium;

+ Limits use of Emergency General Assis-
tance, a cash assistance program for low
income people, to once every 18 months
instead of a year, saving an estimated
$3.2 million in the 2004-05 biennium;

* Reduces family planning special project
grants by 25 percent, trimming

Health and human services budget reductions as part of
the second phase of the House budget-balancing plan

$1.1 million from the deficit this
biennium;

« Transfers extra money from a chemical de-
pendency treatment fund to the general
fund, resulting in a $6.6 million savings
in fiscal year 2003;

+ Eliminates an automatic 24-month exten-
sion for those enrolled in the Minnesota
Family Investment Program (MFIP) that
wish to count education and training
toward an employment plan, saving
$460,000 this biennium;

+ Raises the income limit for families on
MFIP to 120 percent of federal poverty
guidelines ($21,180 for a family of four)

from 117 percent ($20,651 for a family
of four), trimming $302,000 from the
deficit this biennium;

+ Consolidates the General Assistance Medi-
cal Care program into MinnesotaCare,
saving an estimated $37 million this
biennium; and

* Repeals the “Cover All Kids” initiative,
which was set to take effect July 1. It
would have expanded the number of
children covered by the state’s Medical
Assistance program. Repealing the pro-
gram would save the state $13.8 million
in 2003 and $66.3 million in the next
biennium.

NOTES

Former member passes away

Former Rep. Carolyn Rodriguez (DFL-
Apple Valley) died March 7 of bone cancer.
She was 58.

Rodriguez represented District 53A from
1981 to 1982 and 37A from 1983 to 1984.

(Redistricting occurred between Rodriguez’s
two terms.) During her time in the House, she
served on the Commerce/Economic Develop-
ment, Education, Local/Urban Affairs, and
Transportation committees. During her sec-
ond term, she was the vice chair of the House
Education Committee.

After leaving the House, Rodriguez con-
tinued her involvement in a number orga-
nizations, including several legislative
commissions, business and political

caucuses, the Regional Transit Board Advi-
sory Committee, and the Minnesota Ethi-
cal Practices Board.

Rodriguez is survived by her husband,
Jesus Rodriguez Domingo of Apple Valley;
her son Roberto Andres Rodriguez Deshon
of Edina; her father, Dr. George Deshon of
California and his wife Viva; her twin
brother, George Deshon, Jr., of Hawaii; and
her sister Susan Deshon of Oregon.
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Cross-checking evidence

Plan would expand collection and number of
DNA samples in the state’s database

By Lisa HiLton
n Nov. 17, 1991, the body of Jean
O Broderick was found bound and gagged
in the woman’s Minneapolis home.

After an analysis of DNA evidence recov-
ered from the crime scene, Martin Estrada
Perez was charged with rape and first-degree
murder in connection with her death. Based
on the strength of that DNA evidence, Perez
was sentenced in 1993 to life in prison with-
out parole.

Although the scenario is common enough
today, the case marked the first time in the
United States that anyone had been identified
based on a DNA sample that matched one
contained in a database.

The identification of Perez as a suspect was
the result of a law enacted in 1990 that re-
quired law enforcement officials to collect
DNA samples from sex offenders convicted of
first- through fourth-degree criminal sexual
conduct.

Since Perez had previously been convicted
of rape, his DNA was in the state database and
was successfully matched to DNA from the
crime scene.

Minnesota has since had 43 other “cold hits,”
when a suspect is identified through DNA
matches from the database.

In fact, DNA collection proved so success-
ful in solving crimes that the 1999 Legislature
expanded the law to include samples from
persons convicted of other violent crimes
against people, such as murder, manslaugh-
ter, assault, robbery, kidnapping, first-degree
burglary, and incest.

The law was again expanded during the
2001 special session to require specimens from
those convicted of fifth-degree sexual conduct,
as well as those incarcerated for any offense
who have been convicted of a qualifying
offense in the past.

And the database may soon expand again.

A provision in the House anti-terrorism pack-
age would require law enforcement to collect
DNA samples from all felons. The samples would
then be sent to the Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension (BCA) lab to be retained until the
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Legislature approves funding for analysis, said
Rep. Rich Stanek (R-Maple Grove), the sponsor
of the plan (HF2622).

The bill awaits action in the House Ways and
Means Committee.

The plan would allow the state to expand
the database without spending additional
money on analysis at a time when the Legisla-
ture is struggling to balance the budget, he

last year are expected to bump that number
up to 4,000.

The latest change will send the number of
DNA sample submissions soaring to 21,000 a
year, Stanek said.

That much of an increase will require about
eight additional staff members to analyze the
samples, Dolejsi said.

According to the BCA, analyzing samples
from every felon would cost the state about
$2.2 million the first year, and $1.4 million for
every subsequent year.

Each sample costs the state about $50 to
analyze, and costs local law enforcement agen-
cies between $20 to $50 to collect.

Although increasing the database is expen-
sive, it will save money in the long run since it

“Having these DNA databases does solve crimes. It
saves law enforcement and society in general a lot
of money and gets these peaple off the street.”

— Frank Dolejsi, director,

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension

Forensic Science Laboratory

said. “Why should we lose a year’s worth of
samples?”

Stanek said he anticipates the Legislature
will approve funding for analysis of the
samples next year when it sets the budget for
the 2004-2005 biennium.

The timing also makes sense because a new
BCA building in St. Paul is slated to open next
spring, Stanek said. The building was designed
to accommodate the increase in database
samples.

In a report provided to the 2002 Legisla-
ture, Frank Dolejsi, director of the bureau’s
Forensic Science Laboratory, encouraged the
Legislature to make the change.

“Having these DNA databases does solve
crimes,” he told members of the House and
Senate crime prevention committees during
a joint meeting earlier this session. “It saves
law enforcement and society in general a lot
of money and gets these people off the street.”

But those collections should not be man-
dated unless the state is willing to put some
money into the project, Dolejsi said.

Between 1990 and 2000, the state collected
about 1,000 samples a year. The change made
two years ago resulted in sample submissions
jumping to 3,000 annually, and changes made

reduces investigation costs, Dolejsi said.

Ten states now require DNA samples for all
felony convictions, and Colorado is scheduled
to begin the practice March 31. Texas has also
approved a similar law but did not set an ef-
fective date.

Minnesota’s database is also linked to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National
DNA Index system, allowing states to cooper-
ate in apprehending criminals. In 1997, Min-
nesota became the first state to have a “cold
hit” using the national database. That data-
base contains almost 800,000 known DNA
samples.

Dolejsi cited Florida as an example of how
expanding the law could help solve crime. In
May 2000, the state began collecting samples
from offenders convicted of all levels of bur-
glary. As of February 2001, Florida had
357 matches to their database compared to
Minnesota’s 34. @

To find out who represents you
at the Capitol . ..
Call the House Public Information
Office at (651) 296-2146
or 1-800-657-3550
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Unemployment extension

Committee awards Farmland workers 52 weeks, denies

other requests

By THERESA STAHL
n a year of decreased spending, the House
I Jobs and Economic Development Finance

Committee has only considered funding the
extension of unemployment benefits.

Several companies were turned away
March 8 when the committee, in its omnibus
bill (HF3648), decided to grant extra benefits
for Farmland Food Company workers. It is the
only proposal that meets the governor’s re-
quirements, which include either a declaration
of bankruptcy or shutdown of operations and
that the company be located in a rural area.

Those denied were Fingerhut Corporation,
Inc., airline and related industries, and the 3M
plant located on St. Paul’s east side.

Workers who qualify for full unemployment
benefits from the state can be paid a percent-
age of their salary for up to 26 weeks.

Committee Chair Rep. Dan McElroy
(R-Burnsville), sponsor of the bill, said he was
concerned about expanding unemployment
benefits too much.

“Every penny comes from businesses and
every penny comes in the form of higher prices
or lower wages,” he said.

Under the bill, Farmland’s former employ-
ees would receive a maximum 52 weeks of un-
employment benefits to collect within two
years, provided the applicant is enrolled in a
training program.

Farmland won the committee’s approval be-

cost $70 million to $80 million and take three to
four years, according to Bill Avery, a union rep-
resentative.

“The chances of rebuilding would be dimin-
ished” if the workforce left the area, said Rep.
Bob Gunther (R-Fairmont). The former plant
employees have fewer options than Fingerhut
or airline workers, he said.

Like Farmland, Fingerhut has locations in
Greater Minnesota. However, McElroy said the
state has never before granted an extension of
benefits before a layoff occurred. Currently,
the company has not declared bankruptcy and
may not be completely closed.

Rep. Joe Opatz (DFL-St. Cloud), sponsor of
the Fingerhut legislation, pointed out that
2,000 workers received warning notices in
early February saying that they would be laid
off in 60 days.

There is uncertainty about what will hap-
pen with the company, whether it will close
or be consolidated, Opatz said, “but there is
no uncertainty about whether there are going
to be significant layoffs.”

“We're not going to be in session to solve
this problem until next January,” said Rep.
Tony Sertich (DFL-Chisholm). People may be
more inclined to stay in Minnesota if they
know their benefits will be extended, he said.

Recent federal legislation, however, would
benefit Fingerhut workers because it enables
people to receive up to 13 additional weeks of

unemployment benefits. That law applies to
people who filed for unemployment after
March 15, 2001.

That legislation was pending at the time of
the committee hearing, and McElroy reasoned
that if workers were laid off before June 30,
2002 they would qualify for the federal law,
and if they were laid off after that date, their
benefits would not run out before the
Legislature is back in session in 2003.

The Farmland provision would include any
additional weeks granted by the federal gov-
ernment in the 52 weeks of unemployment
benefits available.

Another proposal, discussed at the
committee’s March 7 meeting, would grant
extra unemployment benefits to airline work-
ers, as well as employees of related industries,
such as travel agencies and companies that
provide meals to airlines.

Rep. Dan Larson (DFL-Bloomington), the
sponsor of the airline industry measure origi-
nally contained in HF2750, said the events of
Sept. 11 have “seriously curtailed” those
businesses.

The committee did not include Larson’s bill
in its final omnibus measure.

McElroy said he didn’t support the airline
provisions because the workers live in the most
prosperous area of the state and the same ar-
gument could be made for any business in the
Twin Cities metropolitan area.

Carolyn Dahm, chair of the legislative com-
mittee for a Northwest Airlines union, said it
is expensive to be unemployed. “We are not
looking for a grandiose lifestyle.”

Rep. Michael Paymar (DFL-St. Paul) offered
an unsuccessful amendment to the Larson bill
that would grant the same extension of unem-
ployment benefits to workers at the 3M St. Paul
plant. He said the plant will soon be laying off

cause of its particular situation.
The company’s Albert Lea plant,
which burned in July 2001, never
reopened, forcing 425 people to
be laid off. About 200 of those
workers are still unemployed, ac-
cording to Rep. Dan Dorman (R-
Albert Lea), original sponsor of
the Farmland proposal (HF2636).

Unlike the Twin Cities metro-
politan area, Albert Lea and the
surrounding communities do not
offer as many resources for find-
ing other employment. Farmland
officials are also considering re-
building the plant, which would

PHOTO BY ANDREW VON BANK

At the Minnesota Workforce Center’s Midway location, people can file for
unemployment benefits online, check for job listings, and post a resume.

500 people.

The cost of the Paymar
amendment would be
$4.5 million, which would be
billed back to 3M, according to
officials at the Department of
Economic Security.

“Thisisa good investment in
our workforce,” said Rep. Karen
Clark (DFL-Mpls). “It’s much
more difficult to help people
out of a homeless situation.”

The bill now goes to the
House Ways and Means
Committee. @
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Tracking ATVs

Bill would provide for more monitoring of all-terrain vehicles

and their effect on forests

The DNR proposed a similar plan during
the 2000 legislative session but it did not
become law.

Representing the All-Terrain Vehicle Asso-
ciation of Minnesota, Ray Bohn said users “feel
comfortable” with the proposed restrictions.
Currently users can ride across any “pristine

meadowland,” he added.

By SaraH McKenziE
n the heels of news reports showing
Oerosion, wetland damage, and
rutting in some northern Minnesota
forests stemming from heavy all-terrain ve-
hicle (ATV) use, a House committee is try-
ing to do something about the problem.

A plan funding stepped-up monitoring
of ATV use in the state’s forests was ap-
proved by the House Environment and
Natural Resources Finance Committee
March 7.

The bill’s next stop is the House Rules and
Legislative Administration Committee.

HF2970, sponsored by Rep. Tom Hackbarth
(R-Cedar), originally called for $825,000 for
monitoring, enforcement activities, and environ-
mental reviews of proposed trails.

The committee, however, approved a delete-
all amendment to square the bill with a Sen-
ate companion measure (SF3010) that
appropriates $1.2 million in fiscal year 2003
for increased enforcement and monitoring of
the recreational vehicles.

The Senate bill, sponsored by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls), awaits a floor
vote in that body.

Special accounts funded by user fees would
pay for the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) appropriation: $700,000 from the ATV
account, $460,000 from the off-road vehicle
account, and $55,000 from the off-highway
motorcycle account.

Fees are collected under current law, but the
bill would provide a specific direction for how
the money should be spent.

Dennis Asmussen, director of the DNR
Trails and Waterways Division, said the appro-
priation would bolster the agency’s ability to
identify environmental problems and con-
front illegal activities.

The $1.2 million appropriation would pay
for three additional conservation officers dedi-
cated to enforcement. It would also provide
for five technicians, nine seasonal workers to
help with trail monitoring and maintenance,
and an environmental review specialist.

Susan Solterman, public policy director for

20 March 15, 2002
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A bill moving through the House would increase the
state’s ability to monitor all-terrain vehicle use in state
forests.

the Minnesota Audubon Society, called the
appropriation an important first step.

“Increased enforcement goes a long way,”
Solterman said.

However, she called on state policy-makers
to limit ATV use to designated trails. She noted
that states surrounding Minnesota have
adopted that policy.

Currently the state allows cross-country all-
terrain vehicle travel in 46 of 58 Minnesota
forests.

Solterman distributed copies of a Star Tribune
poll showing that 72 percent of respondents be-
lieve ATVs should be allowed only on special
trails. The poll included views from 1,027 adults
surveyed statewide Feb. 2-6.

The Minnesota Audubon Society pushed
for off-highway vehicle regulation during the
2001 session, but bills in the both the House
and the Senate stalled.

In a policy statement, the society asserted:
“While (off-highway vehicle) riders represent
a minority of the users of our public lands,
the inappropriate use of these vehicles by some
is causing conflicts with other users and seri-
ous environmental harm in our forests, parks,
and trails”

Members of the committee approved an
amendment to HF2970 limiting recreational
motor vehicles in state-managed forests to
designated trails and roads. Licensed hunters
and trappers, however, would be exempt dur-
ing the harvesting season.

The association and two other advocacy
groups for off-highway vehicles supported
the measure that would apply to all-terrain
vehicles, dirt bikes, and 4x4 vehicles.

“Our goal as AT Vers is to develop a qual-
ity trail system, well-maintained and prop-

erly enforced, that will provide a good
riding experience for those who want to
recreate on ATVs,” Sonia Bartz, president
of the All-Terrain Vehicle Association of
Minnesota, wrote in a March 8 statement.
“We can accomplish that goal in an envi-
ronmentally friendly manner and be a good
neighbor with the other users of our
public lands.”

Testifying in support of the amendment,
DNR Deputy Commissioner Steve Morse said
the plan signals a significant policy change for
Minnesota. He called it consistent with the
department’s view that “cross-country travel
is inappropriate in state forests.”

The committee vote came a day after the
department announced a series of initiatives
to curb environmental damage stemming
from all-terrain vehicle use, including a plan
banning cross-country ATV travel on 25,000
acres in the Finland State Forest and Lake
County forest lands.

Additionally, Commissioner Allen Garber
announced plans to conduct an environmen-
tal review of all-terrain vehicle use in the
Spider Lake Recreation Area in Foot Hills State
Forest, in north-central Minnesota.

The committee also considered off-road rec-
reational motor vehicle use March 8, approving
HF1359, sponsored by Rep. Dennis Ozment
(R-Rosemount). It directs the department to des-
ignate a minimum of 90 miles of trails for all-
terrain vehicles, among other things.

The committee referred the Ozment bill to
the House Taxes Committee.

Morse said designating 90 miles of ATV
trails would be a challenge for the department.

Rep. Tom Osthoff (DFL-St. Paul) called it a
“modest” proposal. He noted that the state has
created spaces for a number of other recre-
ational purposes and said it should do the
same for all-terrain vehicle riders. @
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Vacancy on Summit Avenue

Budget crunch prompts governor to announce closure of
official residence, but move may make renovation easier

By Lisa HiLton
n light of a recent budget agreement that
Itrims $175,000 from Gov. Jesse Ventura’s
$2.2 million security budget, Ventura has
announced he will move out of the Governor’s
Residence next month to save money.

If he does, it will be the first time a gover-
nor has notlived in the Summit Avenue man-
sion since it was donated to the state in 1965.

The residence has been in the news lately
for other reasons as well. Proposals to reno-
vate the approximately 16,000 square-foot
building have received support from Ventura
and are being considered by the Legislature.

Dan Creed, manager of the residence, said
if the first family no longer uses the house, it
would likely be abandoned.

“Based on the governor’s comments, it
would just be locked up,” Creed said.

Although crews would still have to take care
of basic maintenance, the state could save
about $100,000 in security costs next year. It
could also save about $550,000 annually in
operating costs. In addition to Creed, the resi-
dence has seven full-time employees.

It would also mean hundreds of schoolchil-
dren and others who tour the house each year

used for official ceremonial functions of the
state, and to provide suitable living quarters
for the governor.”

Although its deed states that the house may
have to be torn down if not used by the state,
that language has expired due to a sunset
clause placed on covenant restrictions to do-
nated property, Grabarski said.

In addition, the house is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and St. Paul’s
Historic Site Register, which would make it
very hard to tear down, he said.

Some lawmakers are looking into whether
Ventura is legally entitled to close the house,
since it is a publicly owned building, Creed
said. “Right now we are waiting and hoping it
will be resolved.”

Ventura mainly stays at the mansion during
the week, Creed said. His son also stays there
when he is in town. First Lady Terry Ventura and
the couple’s daughter usually stay at the family’s
ranch in Maple Grove, and come to the house
for special events or to host guests.

In 1910 St. Paul lumberman Horace Hills
Irvine paid about $7,000 for the 1.5 acres on
Summit Avenue and secured a building per-
mit, specifying a cost of $50,000 for the

20-room English Tudor, which features nine
bedrooms and eight baths.

Horace and his wife, Clotilde, lived in the
home with their four children until his death
in 1947. Clotilde died in 1964 and the surviv-
ing Irvine daughters gave the home to the state
the following year.

Although the Legislature debated whether the
home was a good investment for the state, it ap-
proved $100,000 to renovate and operate the
building as the first official governor’s residence.

But 36 years later, renovations are again
needed, and the state again must decide how
much to invest in the house.

The mansion, completed in 1912, is in need
of extensive renovation to bring it up to safety
code and improve energy efficiency.

The mansion’s fire alarm system needs to
be upgraded and a second stairway needs to
be added for the third floor in order to com-
ply with fire code.

Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning
systems need work, windows need to be re-
placed to improve energy efficiency, and the
building’s exterior needs conservation work.

Grabarski said Ventura did the brave thing by
proposing $4 million in bonds for the project.
No governor has felt politically comfortable pro-
posing the renovations before, he said.

Although the governor may live in the home,
it belongs to the citizens, and the Legislature
should not shy away from funding renovations
for political reasons, Grabarski said. “We encour-
age the Legislature to think of this as a necessary
thing to do for future governors and the people

would not get a chance to see it.
More than 5,000 people each year
tour the home’s public areas.

Sam Grabarski, chair of the -
Governor’s Residence Council, s
said it is up to each governor to
decide whether to live in the
house, but the home should still
be maintained as a place to host
distinguished guests.

It would reflect poorly on the
state to have to put up foreign dig-
nitaries and other distinguished
guests in hotels, Grabarski said.
High-profile guests such as
Eleanor Roosevelt, Al and Tipper
Gore, Mikhail Gorbachev, Kevin
Garnett, and Jack Nicholson have
stayed at the home.

According to state law, the
Governor’s Residence, “must be

3
M

SR

of Minnesota.”

The Senate included $4 million

for the project in its bonding rec-
... ommendation, but the House has
included only $500,000.
g If funding proposals were ap-
g proved this session, renovation
would not affect Ventura unless
he is re-elected, since work
wouldn’t begin until next year,
Grabarski said.

Creed said Ventura’s decision to
move out could actually help
renovation plans win legislative
approval since the governor
would not be inconvenienced by
the work.

PHOTO BY ANDREW VON BANK

Gov. Jesse Ventura has said he is moving out of the Governor’s Residence in
St. Paul because of cuts to his security budget. The state has operated the
mansion since 1965.

“This may be a good time to get
it done,” Creed said. 8,
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Tracking new laws, vetoes

Once a bill has passed both the House and
Senate in identical form, it’s ready to be sent
to the governor for consideration. The gov-
ernor, who has several options when con-
sidering a bill, can:

« sign the bill and it will become law;

« veto the bill;

+ line-item veto individual items within an
appropriations bill;

« or do nothing, which can have two differ-
ent effects. The timing of these actions is
as important as the actions themselves.

In the second year of the biennium (even-
numbered years), a bill passed by the Legis-
lature and presented to the governor before
the final three days of the session will be-
come law unless the governor vetoes it by
returning it to the Legislature within three
days. The governor normally signs the bills
and files them with the secretary of state,
but his signature is not required.

But if a bill is passed during the last three
days of session, the governor has a longer
time to act on it. He or she must sign and
deposit it with the secretary of state within
14 days after the Legislature adjourns “sine
die” (Latin for adjournment “without a date
certain”). If the governor does not sign a bill
within this time frame, it will not become
law, an action known as a “pocket veto.” The
governor is not required to provide a rea-
son for the veto.

Only on appropriations bills can the gov-
ernor exercise the line-item veto authority.
This option allows the governor to elimi-
nate the appropriation items to which he or
she objects. As with all vetoes (save pocket
vetoes) the governor must include a state-
ment listing the reasons for the veto with
the returned bill. Here, too, the timetable is
either 14 days after adjournment for bills
passed during the final three days of the ses-

sion, or within three days after the
governor receives the bill at any other time.

Policy items contained in appropriations
bills may not be line-item vetoed. In order
to veto such an item, the governor is
required to veto the entire bill.

A two-thirds vote of the members in each
house is needed to override a veto. But be-
cause only the governor can call a special
session of the Legislature, anything vetoed
after the Legislature adjourns is history —
at least until the next year.

The governor’s veto authority is outlined
in the Minnesota Constitution (Article IV,

Section 23).

This information is also available on the
governor’s Web site (www.governor.state.mn.us).
Select the “Policy” link, then click on 2002 Bill
Tracking.

Key:
CH=Chapter; HF=House File; SF=Senate File

CH HF SF Description Signed | Vetoed
Res.6 2681 2469 Resolution supporting personnel responding to Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 1/31
Res.7 34 3207* Resolution urging delayed termination of LTV pension plan. 221
219 2698 2655* Extending physical therapy board authority to adopt licensee ethics rules. 221
220 351* 264 Omnibus budget balancing and appropriations bill. 2/25¢
21 97 58* Changing terminology in statute of references to mentally ill. 221
222 3049 3019* Predatory offenders registration requirement expansion. 2/28
223 1297 1471* Municipal Board authority transferred to Office of Strategic and Long-Range Planning. 3/5
224 2642* 2760 Mine inspector annual audit requirement modified. 31
225 3116* 2822 Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund provisions modified. 317
226 2624* 2441 Shakopee Public Utilities Commission increased from three to five members. 31
227 3148* 3025 Speech-language pathologist and audiologist registration requirements modified. 31
228 2992* 2865 Occupational therapist temporary licensure terms modified. 317
229 3062* 2839 Hennepin and Ramsey counties juvenile court judge term limits repealed. 31
230 2748 2573* Browns Valley school year start before Labor Day. 3/13
231 2695* 2531 Mpls. Firefighters Relief Assn. retirement provisions corrections provided. 3/13
232 58* 389 Beer kegs identification and sales requirements. 3/13
233 3190* 3111 Juvenile court data in statewide supervision system. 3/13
234 2783* 2671 No-fault auto insurance residual liability coverage regulated. 3/14
235 1189* 1376 Election of municipal council members provided after annexation. 3/14
236 1620* 2210 Orderly annexation agreements strengthened. 3/14
237 2987* Cook County Mineral Center cemetery conveyance to Grand Portage reservation authorized. 3/14
238 3202% 2801 Delano Public Utilities Commission increased to five members. 314
239 2629* 2913 Retired professional designation for Board of Architecture et al.-licensed retirees. 3/14
240 3309* 3082 Nursing home licensed bed lay away authorized during moratorium projects. 3/14
241 2637* 2472 Temporary town officeholders authorized in event of inability or refusal to serve. 3/14
242 3344* 2892 Second judicial district combined jurisdiction program authorized. 3/14
243 3296* 3206 State employee Social Security administrative duties transfer. 3/14

@ - veto overridden by Legislature

March 15, 2002

*The legislative bill marked with an asterisk denotes the file submitted to the governor.



Minnesota House of Representatives 2002 Members

Phone Phone

District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296- District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296-

49A Abeler, Jim (R) 581 1729 40A Larson, Dan (DFL) 221 7158
45A Abrams, Ron (R) 585 9934 27B Leighton, Rob (DFL) 289 4193
19B Anderson, Bruce (R) 411 5063 40B Lenczewski, Ann (DFL) 337 4218
3A Anderson, Irv (DFL) 343 4936 45B Leppik, Peggy (R) 485 7026
6A Bakk, Thomas (Tom) (DFL) 345 2190 2A Lieder, Bernie L. (DFL) 323 5091
48B Bernardy, Connie (DFL) 329 5510 33A Lindner, Arlon (R) 417 7806
59A Biernat, Len (DFL) 303 4219 56B Lipman, Eric (R) 567 4244
30B Bishop, Dave (R) 453 0573 67A Mahoney, Tim (DFL) 377 4277
12B Blaine, Greg (R) 387 4247 55A Mares, Harry (R) 401 5363
25B Boudreau, Lynda (R) 473 8237 65B Mariani, Carlos (DFL) 203 9714
30A Bradley, Fran (R) 559 9249 57B Marko, Sharon (DFL) 279 3135
35B Buesgens, Mark (R) 445 1072 9B Marquart, Paul (DFL) 311 6829
46B Carlson, Lyndon R. (DFL) 283 4255 36B McElroy, Dan (R) 437 4212
10B Cassell, George (R) 421 4317 54A McGuire, Mary Jo (DFL) 259 4342
23A Clark, James T.(R) 551 9303 39B Milbert, Bob (DFL) 243 4192
61A Clark, Karen (DFL) 307 0294 35A Molnau, Carol L. (R) 443 8872
11A Daggett, Roxann (R) 439 4293 21B Mulder, Richard (R) 515 4336
31B Davids, Gregory M. (R) 549 9278 58A Mullery, Joe (DFL) 389 4262
62A Davnie, Jim (DFL) 335 0173 8A Murphy, Mary (DFL) 357 2676
65A Dawkins, Andy (DFL) 215 5158 20A Ness, Robert “Bob” (R) 509 4344
14A Dehler, Steve (R) 491 7808 10A Nornes, Bud (R) 471 4946
29A Dempsey, Jerry (R) 575 8635 19A Olson, Mark (R) 501 4237
60B Dibble, D.Scott (DFL) 369 9281 16A Opatz, Joe (DFL) 277 6612
27A Dorman, Dan (R) 579 8216 29B Osskopp, Mike (R) 521 9236
24A Dorn, John (DFL) 201 3248 66A Osthoff, Tom (DFL) 273 4224
18A Eastlund, Rob (R) 449 5364 11B Otremba, Mary Ellen (DFL) 393 3201
64A Entenza, Matt (DFL) 261 8799 37A Ozment, Dennis (R) 479 4306
42A Erhardt, Ron (R) 591 4363 42B Paulsen, Erik (R) 545 7449
17A Erickson, Sondra (R) 407 6746 38B Pawlenty, Tim (R) 459 4128
52B Evans, Geri (DFL) 211 0141 64B Paymar, Michael (DFL) 209 4199
1B Finseth, Tim (R) 517 9918 32A Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL) 295 8637
44A Folliard, Betty (DFL) 281 3964 1A Penas, Maxine (R) 553 9635
4A Fuller, Doug (R) 525 5516 13B Peterson, Doug (DFL) 287 4228
36A Gerlach, Chris (R) 531 5506 39A Pugh, Thomas W. (DFL) 267 6828
63B Gleason, Mark S. (DFL) 313 5375 44B Rhodes, Jim (R) 409 9889
9A Goodno, Kevin (R) 563 5515 32B Rifenberg, Michelle (R) 423 1069
52A Goodwin, Barbara (DFL) 353 4331 5A Rukavina, Tom (DFL) 375 0170
58B Gray, Gregory (DFL) 327 8659 28A Ruth, Connie (R) 415 5368
54B Greiling, Mindy (DFL) 253 5387 17B Schumacher, Leslie J. (DFL) 217 5377
26A Gunther, Bob (R) 379 3240 41A Seagren, Alice (R) 477 7803
48A Haas, Bill (R) 569 5513 21A Seifert, Marty (R) 593 5374
50A Hackbarth, Tom (R) 577 2439 5B Sertich, Anthony “Tony” (DFL) 233 0172
22B Harder, Elaine (R) 583 5373 2B Skoe, Rod (DFL) 321 4265
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) 245 3824 62B Skoglund, Wes (DFL) 251 4330
47B Hilstrom, Debra (DFL) 227 3709 57A Slawik, Nora (DFL) 349 7807
8B Hilty, Bill (DFL) 207 4308 34A Smith, Steve (R) 503 9188
37B Holberg, Mary Liz (R) 433 6926 3B Solberg, Loren A.(DFL) 309 2365
56A Holsten, Mark William (R) 381 3018 33B Stanek, Rich (R) 543 5502
4B Howes, Larry (R) 431 2451 14B Stang, Doug (R) 597 4373
6B Huntley, Thomas (DFL) 351 2228 28B Sviggum, Steve (R) 463 2273
53B Jacobson, Carl (R) 429 7153 7A Swapinski, Dale (DFL) 331 4282
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) 291 4246 23B Swenson, Howard (R) 539 8634
18B Jennings, Loren Geo (DFL) 237 0518 43B Sykora, Barb (R) 403 4315
34B Johnson, Jeff (R) 487 5511 46A Thompson, Mark (DFL) 223 4176
24B Johnson, Ruth (DFL) 241 7065 50B Tingelstad, Kathy (R) 507 5369
67B Johnson, Sheldon (DFL) 229 4201 25A Tuma, John (R) 533 4229
47A Jordan, John (R) 359 3751 51B Vandeveer, Ray (R) 529 4124
15A Juhnke, Al (DFL) 371 6206 63A Wagenius, Jean (DFL) 239 4200
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) 255 4257 61B Walker, Neva (DFL) 213 7152
26B Kalis, Henry J. (DFL) 317 4240 12A Walz, Dale (R) 527 4333
60A Kelliher, Margaret Anderson (DFL) 231 ... .. 0171 55B Wasiluk, Scott (DFL) 225 1188
20B Kielkucki, Tony (R) 367 1534 51A Westerberg, Andrew (R) 523 4226
16B Knoblach, Jim (R) 451 6316 13A Westrom, Torrey (R) 557 4929
49B Koskinen, Luanne (DFL) 301 4231 38A Wilkin, Tim (R) 413 3533
53A Krinkie, Philip (R) 365 2907 22A Winter, Ted (DFL) 247 5505
15B Kubly, Gary W. (DFL) 315 4346 41B Wolf, Ken (R) 571 5185
31A Kuisle, William (R) 565 4378 43A Workman, Tom (R) 537 5066

Note: Room numbers are subject to change.

*All rooms are in the State Office Building unless otherwise noted, St. Paul, MN 55155; List as of March 8, 2002
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Minnesota Senate 2002 Members

Phone Phone
District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296- District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296-
66 Anderson, Ellen R.(DFL) 120 Cap. 5537 39 Metzen, James P.(DFL) 322 Cap. 4370
56 Bachmann, Michele M. (R) 125 SOB 4351 2 Moe, Roger D. (DFL) 208 Cap. 2577
41 Belanger Jr., William V. (R) 113 SOB 5975 67 Moua, Mee (DFL) 323 Cap. 5285
13 Berg, Charles A. (R) G-25SOB 5094 29 Murphy, Steve (DFL) 306 Cap. 4264
61 Berglin, Linda (DFL) 309 Cap. 4261 25 Neuville, Thomas M. (R) 123 SOB 1279
48 Betzold, Don (DFL) G-9 Cap. 2556 43 Oliver, Edward C. (R) 117 SOB 4837
52 Chaudhary, Satveer (DFL) 325 Cap. 4334 34 Olson, Gen (R) 119 SOB 1282
64 Cohen, Richard J. (DFL) 317 Cap. 5931 60 Orfield, Myron (DFL) 227 Cap. 4191
28 Day, Dick (R) 147 SOB 9457 19 Ourada, Mark (R) 145 SOB 5981
20 Dille, Steve (R) 103 SOB 4131 65 Pappas, Sandra L. (DFL) 120 Cap. 1802
14 Fischbach, Michelle L.(R) G-15SOB 2084 37 Pariseau, Pat (R) 109 SOB 5252
49 Foley, Leo T.(DFL) G-24 Cap. 4154 59 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. (DFL) 235 Cap. 7809
26 Fowler, Chuck (DFL) G-9 Cap. 5713 57 Price, Leonard R.(DFL) 235 Cap. 7-8060
23 Frederickson, Dennis R.(R) 139 SOB 8138 63 Ranum, Jane B. (DFL) 120 Cap. 7-8061
58 Higgins, Linda I. (DFL) 328 Cap. 9246 53 Reiter, Mady (R) 132D SOB ..ooveevrrrrrrrssscccens 1253
24 Hottinger, John C. (DFL) 205 Cap. 6153 46 Rest, Ann H. (DFL) G-24 Cap. crecrreerineresisssnnes 2889
40 Johnson, David H. (DFL) 124 Cap. 9261 18 Ring, Twyla (DFL) 306 Cap. 5419
15 Johnson, Dean E. (DFL) 124B Cap. 3826 45 Robertson, Martha R. (R) 141 SOB 4314
50 Johnson, Debbie J. (R) 149 SOB 3219 35 Robling, Claire A.(R) 143 SOB 4123
6 Johnson, Douglas J. (DFL) 205 Cap. 8881 62 Sabo, Julie A.(DFL) 317 Cap. 4274
44 Kelley, Steve (DFL) 321 Cap. 7-8065 1 Sams, Dallas C. (DFL) 328 Cap. 7-8063
32 Kierlin, Bob (R) 127 SOB 5649 12 Samuelson, Don (DFL) 120 Cap. 4875
4 Kinkel, Anthony G.”Tony” (DFL) G-9 Cap. 4913 31 Scheevel,Kenric J. (R) 129 SOB 3903
30 Kiscaden, Sheila M. (R) 135 SOB 4848 47 Scheid, Linda (DFL) 303 Cap. 8869
16 Kleis, Dave (R) 107 SOB 6455 27 Schwab, Grace (R) 151 SOB 9248
36 Knutson, David L. (R) 133 SOB 4120 7 Solon, Yvonne Prettner (DFL) 303 Cap. 4188
51 Krentz, Jane (DFL) 111 Cap. 7061 17 Stevens, Dan (R) 105 SOB 8075
9 Langseth, Keith (DFL) 122 Cap. 3205 1 StUMPS, LEROY A. (DFL) wcvvrrrrerreevvrrmmmmmmmsssssssssnsssssess (CE . @Y T, 8660
10 Larson, Cal (R) 153 SOB 5655 42 Terwilliger, Roy (R) 115SOB 6238
21 Lesewski, Arlene J.(R) 131 SOB 4125 5 Tomassoni, David J. (DFL) 111 Cap. 8017
3 Lessard, Bob (IP) G-51 SOB 4136 22 Vickerman, Jim (DFL) 226 Cap. 5650
33 Limmer,Warren (R) 121 SOB 2159 38 Wiener, Deanna L. (DFL) 303 Cap. 7-8073
8 Lourey, Becky (DFL) G-9 Cap. 0293 55 Wiger, Charles W. (DFL) 301 Cap. 6820
54 Marty, John (DFL) 325 Cap. 5645

Minnesota House
15

A+ Rep.Maxine Penas-(R)
B+ Rep.Tim Finseth-(R)
Sen.LeRoy A.Stumpf-(DFL)

A+ Rep. Al Juhnke-(DFL)
B« Rep. Gary W. Kubly-(DFL)
Sen. Dean E. Johnson-(DFL)

29

A+ Rep. Jerry Dempsey-(R)
B+ Rep. Mike Osskopp-(R)
Sen. Steve Murphy-(DFL)

43

*Capitol or State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155

and Senate Membership

A+ Rep.Tom Workman-(R)
B« Rep.Barb Sykora-(R)
Sen.Edward C.Oliver-(R)

57

A+ Rep.Nora Slawik-(DFL)
B« Rep. Sharon Marko-(DFL)
Sen.Leonard R.Price-(DFL)

A+ Rep.Bernie L. Lieder-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Rod Skoe-(DFL)
Sen.Roger D.Moe-(DFL)

16

A+ Rep.Joe Opatz-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Jim Knoblach-(R)
Sen. Dave Kleis-(R)

30

A+ Rep.Fran Bradley-(R)
B+ Rep. Dave Bishop-(R)
Sen.Sheila M. Kiscaden-(R)

44

A+ Rep.Betty Folliard-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Jim Rhodes-(R)
Sen.Steve Kelley-(DFL)

58

A+ Rep.Joe Mullery-(DFL)
B - Rep. Gregory Gray-(DFL)
Sen.Linda Higgins-(DFL)

A Rep.Irv Anderson-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Loren A. Solberg-(DFL)
Sen.Bob Lessard-(IP)

17

A+ Rep.Sondra Erickson-(R)
B« Rep. Leslie J. Schumacher-(DFL)
Sen. Dan Stevens-(R)

31

A+ Rep.William Kuisle-(R)
B+ Rep. Gregory M. Davids-(R)
Sen.Kenric J. Scheevel-(R)

45

A+ Rep.Ron Abrams-(R)
B+ Rep.Peggy Leppik-(R)
Sen.Martha R.Robertson-(R)

59

A+ Rep.Len Biernat-(DFL)
B« Rep. Phyllis Kahn-(DFL)
Sen.Lawrence J. Pogemiller-(DFL)

A+ Rep.Doug Fuller-(R)
B Rep.Larry Howes-(R)
Sen.Anthony G."Tony" Kinkel-(DFL)

18

A+ Rep.Rob Eastlund-(R)
B+ Rep. Loren Geo Jennings-(DFL)
Sen.Twyla Ring-(DFL)

32

A+ Rep.Gene Pelowski Jr.-(DFL)
B« Rep. Michelle Rifenberg-(R)
Sen.Bob Kierlin-(R)

46

A+ Rep.Mark Thompson-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Lyndon R.Carlson-(DFL)
Sen.Ann H.Rest-(DFL)

60

A+ Rep.Margaret Anderson Kelliher-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Scott Dibble-(DFL)
Sen. Myron Orfield-(DFL)

A+ Rep.Tom Rukavina-(DFL)

B+ Rep. Anthony “Tony” Sertich-(DFL) 1 9

Sen.David J. Tomassoni-(DFL)

A+ Rep.Mark Olson-(R)
B+ Rep.Bruce Anderson-(R)
Sen. Mark Ourada-(R)

33

A+ Rep.Arlon Lindner-(R)
B« Rep.Rich Stanek-(R)
Sen.Warren Limmer-(R)

47

A+ Rep.John Jordan-(R)
B+ Rep. Debra Hilstrom-(DFL)
Sen.Linda Scheid-(DFL)

61

A+ Rep.Karen Clark-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Neva Walker-(DFL)
Sen.Linda Berglin-(DFL)

A+ Rep.Thomas (Tom) Bakk-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Thomas Huntley-(DFL)
Sen.Douglas J. Johnson-(DFL)

20

A+ Rep.Robert“Bob” Ness-(R)
B+ Rep.Tony Kielkucki-(R)
Sen. Steve Dille-(R)

34

A+ Rep. Steve Smith-(R)
B« Rep. Jeff Johnson-(R)
Sen.Gen Olson-(R)

48

A+ Rep.Bill Haas-(R)
B+ Rep. Connie Bernardy-(DFL)
Sen.Don Betzold-(DFL)

62

A+ Rep.Jim Davnie-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Wes Skoglund-(DFL)
Sen. Julie A.Sabo-(DFL)

A« Rep.Dale Swapinski-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Mike Jaros-(DFL)
Sen.Yvonne Prettner Solon-(DFL)

21

A Rep.Marty Seifert-(R)
B« Rep.Richard Mulder-(R)
Sen. Arlene J.Lesewski-(R)

35

A+ Rep.Carol L.Molnau-(R)
B« Rep. Mark Buesgens-(R)
Sen.Claire A.Robling-(R)

49

A« Rep.Jim Abeler-(R)
B« Rep. Luanne Koskinen-(DFL)
Sen.Leo Foley-(DFL)

63

A+ Rep.Jean Wagenius-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Mark S.Gleason-(DFL)
Sen. Jane B.Ranum-(DFL)

O NOY UM B WN -

A+ Rep.Mary Murphy-(DFL)
B Rep. Bill Hilty-(DFL)
Sen.Becky Lourey-(DFL)

22

A+ Rep.Ted Winter-(DFL)
B+ Rep.Elaine Harder-(R)
Sen. Jim Vickerman-(DFL)

36

A+ Rep. Chris Gerlach-(R)
B+ Rep. Dan McElroy-(R)
Sen.David L.Knutson-(R)

50

A+ Rep.Tom Hackbarth-(R)
B - Rep.Kathy Tingelstad-(R)
Sen.Debbie J. Johnson-(R)

64

A+ Rep.Matt Entenza-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Michael Paymar-(DFL)
Sen.Richard J.Cohen-(DFL)

O

A+ Rep. Kevin Goodno-(R)
B+ Rep. Paul Marquart-(DFL)
Sen.Keith Langseth-(DFL)

23

A Rep.JamesT.Clark-(R)
B+ Rep.Howard Swenson-(R)
Sen. Dennis R.Frederickson-(R)

37

A+ Rep.Dennis Ozment-(R)
B+ Rep.Mary Liz Holberg-(R)
Sen. Pat Pariseau-(R)

51

A+ Rep.Andrew Westerberg-(R)
B - Rep.Ray Vandeveer-(R)
Sen.Jane Krentz-(DFL)

65

A+ Rep.Andy Dawkins-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Carlos Mariani-(DFL)
Sen.Sandra L. Pappas-(DFL)

10

A+ Rep.Bud Nornes-(R)
B * Rep.George Cassell-(R)
Sen.Cal Larson-(R)

24

A+ Rep.John Dorn-(DFL)
B« Rep. Ruth Johnson-(DFL)
Sen.John C.Hottinger-(DFL)

38

A+ Rep.Tim Wilkin-(R)
B+ Rep.Tim Pawlenty-(R)
Sen.Deanna L.Wiener-(DFL)

52

A+ Rep.Barbara Goodwin-(DFL)
B« Rep. Geri Evans-(DFL)
Sen. Satveer Chaudhary-(DFL)

66

A+ Rep.Tom Osthoff-(DFL)
B« Rep. Alice Hausman-(DFL)
Sen.Ellen R. Anderson-(DFL)

1

A+ Rep.Roxann Daggett-(R)
B+ Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba-(DFL)
Sen.Dallas C. Sams-(DFL)

25

A+ Rep.JohnTuma-(R)
B+ Rep.Lynda Boudreau-(R)
Sen.Thomas M. Neuville-(R)

39

A+ Rep.Thomas W. Pugh-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Bob Milbert-(DFL)
Sen.James P.Metzen-(DFL)

53

A+ Rep. Philip Krinkie-(R)
B« Rep. Carl Jacobson-(R)
Sen.Mady Reiter-(R)

12

A+ Rep.Dale Walz-(R)
B+ Rep.Greg Blaine-(R)
Sen.Don Samuelson-(DFL)

26

A+ Rep.Bob Gunther-(R)
B+ Rep.Henry J.Kalis-(DFL)
Sen. Chuck Fowler-(DFL)

40

A+ Rep.Dan Larson-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Ann Lenczewski-(DFL)
Sen.David H.Johnson-(DFL)

54

A+ Rep.Mary Jo McGuire-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Mindy Greiling-(DFL)
Sen.John Marty-(DFL)

13

A+ Rep.Torrey Westrom-(R)
B+ Rep.Doug Peterson-(DFL)
Sen.Charles A.Berg-(R)

27

A+ Rep.Dan Dorman-(R)
B+ Rep.Rob Leighton-(DFL)
Sen. Grace S.Schwab-(R)

41

A+ Rep.Alice Seagren-(R)
B« Rep. Ken Wolf-(R)
Sen.William V.Belanger Jr.-(R)

55

A« Rep.Harry Mares-(R)
B« Rep. Scott Wasiluk-(DFL)
Sen.Charles W.Wiger-(DFL)

14

A Rep. Steve Dehler-(R)
B+ Rep. Doug Stang-(R)
Sen.Michelle L. Fischbach-(R)

March 15, 2002

28

A+ Rep.Connie Ruth-(R)
B+ Rep. Steve Sviggum-(R)
Sen. Dick Day-(R)

42

A+ Rep.Ron Erhardt-(R)
B« Rep. Erik Paulsen-(R)
Sen.Roy Terwilliger-(R)

56

A+ Rep.Mark William Holsten-(R)
B+ Rep. Eric Lipman-(R)
Sen.Michele Bachmann-(R)

67

A+ Rep.Tim Mahoney-(DFL)
B+ Rep. Sheldon Johnson-(DFL)
Sen.Mee Moua-(DFL)



2002 Minnesota House of Representatives Profile

Membership
2002 2001 1999 1997 1995
DFL 63 65 63 70 71
R 71 69 71 64 63
Men 100 99 99 95 102
Women 34 35 35 39 32
Age
20027 | 2001" | 1999 1997 1995
21-30 5 5 6 5 6
31-40 25 27 23 27 24
41-50 39 42 51 45 51
51-60 43 41 38 43 34
61-70 14 12 13 11 16
over71 4 3 3 3 3
Averageage | 48.3 484 | 487 | 483 47.9
+- Ages not available for four members
Education
2002 | 2001 {1999 | 1997
High School 3 3 4 5
Some College 14 13 17 19
4-yr.Undergraduate Degree | 42 44 39 40
Some Graduate work 13 13 13 16
Graduate Degree 50 50 49 43
Technical College 6 5 6 10
2-yr.Undergraduate Degree| 6 6 6 1

Current Term
2002 2001 1999 | 1997 1995
1 20 18 20 22 26
2% 20 20 24 29 29
3* 22 22 25 25 16
4 22 22 20 14 11
5 16 17 10 7 20
6 8 8 5 14 7
7 4 4 10 6 4
8 7 7 4 3 2
9 3 3 3 1 3
10 2 2 1 3 5
1 1 1 2 3 3
12 1 1 3 2 6
13 3 3 2 4 1
14 2 2 4 — —
Other* | 3(15) 4(15) 1(22) | 1(21) 1(20)
* - Includes nonconsecutive terms
Occupation
2002 2001 1999 | 1997
Business 24 23 24 21
Educator 20 20 19 22
Attorney 15 15 17 17
Legislator 14 15 14 18
Farming 9 8 9 11
Consultant 5 6 6 6
Homemaker 4 4 5 5
Communications 3 3 4 4
Insurance 2 2 4 3
Retired 4 4 4 3
Real Estate 3 3 3 2
Trades 3 2 2 3
Accountants 2 — — —
Government 2 3 2 6
Other 24 26 20 17
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ILL INTRODUCTIONS

* kX

Friday, March 8

HF3678—Dempsey (R)

Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy

Mississippi River Parkway Commission extended
to 2009.

HF3679—Dawkins (DFL)
Taxes
Working family income tax credit increased.

HF3680—McGuire (DFL)

Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Early childhood care and education pilot projects
established, and money appropriated.

HF3681—Knoblach (R)

Taxes

St. Cloud area cities local sales and use taxes autho-
rized to fund specified projects.

Monday, March 11

HF3682—Leighton (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Adams municipal grant provided to investigate
possible contamination from a former coal gasifi-
cation plant, and money appropriated.

HF3683—Bradley (R)
Health & Human Services Finance
Health records access provisions modified.

Wednesday, March 13

HF3684—Daggett (R)

Taxes

Detroit Lakes tax increment pooling authorized to
meet debt service obligations.

HF3685—Erickson (R)
Health & Human Services Policy
Births resulting in stillbirth recorded.

HF3686—Erickson (R)

Civil Law

Driver’s license application provision requiring
social security number federal repeal urged by
resolution.

HF3687—Kahn (DFL)

Taxes

Minneapolis southeast industrial area tax incre-
ment financing district extension authorized.

8 - 14, 2002

HOUSE FILES 3678 - 3691

MarcH

Thursday, March 14

HF3688—Kelliher (DFL)

Taxes

Guthrie Theater construction materials sales tax
exemption provided.

HF3689—Kelliher (DFL)

Taxes

Walker Art Center construction materials sales tax
exemption provided.

HF3690—Seifert (R)

Higher Education Finance

State contract moratorium exemption provided
for contracts paid entirely with fees paid by stu-
dents at public post-secondary institutions.

HF3691—Seifert (R)

Rules & Legislative Administration
Constitution; previous applications by the Legisla-
ture to Congress to call a constitutional convention
voided by resolution, and other states urged to do
the same.

OMMITTEE SCHEDULE

* kX

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call House Calls at
(651) 296-9283.

All meetings are open to the public.

Sign language interpreter services:

(651) 224-6548 v/tty.

To have the House committee schedule
delivered to your e-mail address direct your
Web browser to
http://ww3.house.mn/scripts/
lyris.pl?join=houseschedule and fill out the
subscription form on the Legislature’s Web
site.

House committee schedules are also
available on the Web site at
http://www.house.mn/hinfo/
schedule/index.htm.

MONDAY, March 18

8a.m.

Legislative Commission on
Metropolitan Government
112 State Capitol

Chr. Sen. Ann H. Rest
Agenda: Blueprint 2030.

8:30 a.m.

TAXES
200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

26 March 15, 2002

Agenda: Public hearings:

HF3664 (Abrams) Local municipal bonding
authority restrictions provided.

HF2751 (Stang) Minnesota credit union protection
act adopted.

HF3375 (Seagren) Hennepin County
environmental response fund continued.

HF3594 (Abrams) Income tax federal update
provided including victims of terrorism tax relief
act of 2001.

HF3503 (Daggett) Bakery goods including bread,
and other foods, specifically exempted from the
prepared foods sales tax.

HF3574 (Marquart) Property tax notice lake
improvement districtamountrequired to be shown
separately.

HF3629 (Marquart) Property tax payment required
prior to title transfer of manufactured homes, and
notification provided.

HF3652 (Buesgens) Biomass electrical generating
facility under a certain size exempted from property
taxes.

HF3669 (Rifenberg) Owner-occupied and
owner-operated lodging property tax classification

established.
9a.m.

EDUCATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: HF1868 (Davids) Statewide health

Marcuw 18 - 22, 2002

insurance for school districtemployees pilot project
established, post-retirement health insurance
coverage authorized, and labor management team
provided to design the plan.

HF3007 (Olson) School districts authorized to opt
out of specified state mandates.

Legislative Coordinating Commission
Subcommittee on Employee Relations

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: Review/approve managerial plan, review/
approve commissioner’s plan, update on collective
bargaining, review/recommend salary cap waiver
for Rochester Public Utilities manager.

1 p.m.

THE HOUSE MEETS IN SESSION.

TUESDAY, March 19

9 a.m.
THE HOUSE MEETS IN SESSION.
Time to be determined

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: Continuation of hearings and other bills
to be announced.



WEDNESDAY, March 20

9a.m.

THE HOUSE MEETS IN SESSION.

Time to be determined

TAXES

200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams
Agenda: To be announced.

THURSDAY, March 21

9a.m.

THE HOUSE MEETS IN SESSION.

Time to be determined

TAXES

200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams
Agenda: To be announced.

FRIDAY, March 22

8:30 a.m.

TAXES

10 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams
Agenda: To be announced.

Continued from page 4

$23.1 million to finish exterior restoration of its
surrounding walls, plus $90,000 for pre-design
of a new segregation unit. The Lino Lakes facil-
ity would receive $4.2 million for a new unit to
house 416 offenders, and the Shakopee women’s
prison would receive $3.1 million to renovate
an independent living unit.

A new veterans home for transitional or
permanent housing that would provide health
and social services would receive nearly
$20 million in the bill. Also, the Hastings vet-
erans home would receive almost $9 million
for building preservation.

Additionally, $50 million would be allocated
to the Department of Administration for new
state buildings.

Other projects

Under the state education department, the
House would allocate $1 million for a south-
west metro magnet school and $500,000 for
early childhood facilities grants. The Perpich
Center for the Arts would receive its requested
$643,000 for asset preservation.

The Minnesota Historical Society would
receive $2.5 million in asset preservation and

Several bills on the road to becoming law
this legislative session deal with improving
modes of transportation for the state. A
quick glance at House bill introductions
indicate that lawmakers are pushing to have
a strong transportation-related package by
the time this session ends.

The bills involve light-rail transit, bus
route improvements, rethinking the use of
high-occupancy vehicle lanes on freeways,
local road upgrades, gas tax increases, in-
creased airport security, [m
and even limited use of
the latest in technology
— the Segway electric-
powered device for per-
sonal movement — a
cross between a scooter
and a vehicle.

It is a far cry from
modes of transportation
that played an important role in the growth
of the state.

The oldest modes of travel were by foot,
canoe, pack horse, and dog sled. As the
French and British moved further inland
from the Great Lakes in search of trade with
the American Indians or to acquire new
land for their countries, they settled in small
outposts which soon grew as pioneers made
surrounding areas a permanent home.

These pockets of concentrated popula-
tions grew along such major water routes
as the Minnesota, Mississippi, and Red riv-
ers. Those who moved there made the
oxcart, horse and buggy, and stagecoach
better methods for transporting goods and
themselves over rugged or muddy paths
that connected to outlying farms and
towns.

On water routes, the Virginia was the first
steamboat to chug up the Mississippi to

Reflections

Fort Snelling in 1823. According to histo-
rian Theodore Blegen, “That was a great day
at the fort, a great day in the history of Min-
nesota.” He said the fort inhabitants and
others nearby felt that they were now con-
nected with the outside world.

By then some new immigrants had al-
ready settled in the Red River Valley by com-
ing through Hudson Bay in Canada. But
many who settled along the Red River could
not make a living hauling their carts with
= - merchandise to St. Paul,
or grow enough crops to
feed their families. In
1823, 12 families loaded
up their oxcarts and
walked about 300 miles
from the western part of
the territory to Fort
Snelling to start over,
said Blegen.

As methods of transportation in early
Minnesota continued to expand, the demise
of the oxcart was helped along by the Leg-
islature. It passed laws to make faster con-
nections to distant destinations by
providing better roads on caravan routes
already carved out by years of
usage.

Lawmakers at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury also played a key role in establishing
the area as a railway center to help increase
the transport of raw materials to the Twin
Cities and cities to the east and west.

The trains made return trips filled with
newcomers and freight cars stocked with
supplies for those already residing in the
rapidly growing state.

The age of transportation marches on as
today’s legislators continue to improve ways
to get from point A to point B.

—LECLAIR GRIER LAMBERT

Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society

$500,000 in county and local historical pres-
ervation grants.

No funding
The Minnesota Zoo would not receive any
of its nearly $19 million request for the de-
sign and construction of the zoo master plan.
The House has recommended no funding
for the arts. Proposals heard include: $35 mil-
lion for the Guthrie Theater; $12 million for

renovation of the Children’s Theatre; $10 mil-
lion for the Schubert Theater; $2.3 million for
the design of the Rochester Art Center; and
$1 million for the Bloomington Center for the
Arts.

Also, a $30 million request for the Minne-
apolis Planetarium was not recommended.
Supporters said the planetarium will likely not
be built without the state funding. @,
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MINNESOTA

New business in Minnesota

New businesses started in Minnesota during 2000 12,100
Approximate number of new jobs created by those businesses.............coecccvnecerneees 47,300
Percentage of businesses started by people ages 25-44 65
Ages 45-64, as percent 29
Percentage of businesses with one founder 33
Businesses with two founders, as percent 45
U.S. Census Bureau estimated number of businesses that succeed after
operating for four years, as percent 50
Founders with no experience starting a business, as percent 64
Outside the Twin Cities metropolitan area, as percent 66
Start-ups that prepared a business plan before starting operations, as percent .......... 62
Those that performed market research, as percent 38
Percentage that prepared a marketing plan 30
Percentage of start-ups that didn’t prepare a business or marketing plan, perform
market research, assemble a team of experts, or organize an advisory board............... 27
Number of founders using access to loans (most commonly used
government service), as percent 27
Those using tax-related services, as percent 25
Those using advice on how to operate a business, as percent 19
Approximate percentage of businesses started for less than $50,000..........ccc.ceevveerrrenee 40
Between $50,000 and $100,000 25
Percentage of founders who said start-up costs were as eXpected ..........ccemerrererrnserens 62
Founders using personal funds in starting a business, as percent 85
Those seeking outside equity or debt financing 52
New businesses that employed 25 people or fewer, as percent 76
Percent that employed more than 50 people 10
Percentage of new businesses in manufacturing sector 29
High-tech areas, as percent 18
Business services, as percent 16
Computer-related services, as percent 12
New businesses generating between $1 million and $4.9 million in revenue,
as percent 39
Less than $1 million, as approximate percent 50
Percentage of start-ups that offered new-to-market products or services,
or improvements to existing products or services 38

New businesses, as percent, that indicated no current (or future) international sales ..... 75

Source: Starting Up Economic Engines: Key Highlights from a Survey of Minnesota’s Business
Start-ups, Minnesota Department of Trade and Economic Development, September 2001.

For MoRE INFORMATION

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(651) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For an up-to-date recorded message
giving committee meeting times and
agendas, call:

Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be
reached on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.house.mn

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages,
call:

TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch
House committee and floor sessions
onTV.

This document can be made available in alternative
formats to individuals with disabilities by calling
(651) 296-2146 voice, (651) 296-9896 TTY, or

(800) 657-3550 toll free voice and TTY.
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