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Week in Review . .. Feb. 9 - 16, 1995 

hts 
Safety in the schools ... 

Prop sal would aHo I cker searches at any time 
chool authorities could search the lock 
ers of Minnesota students at any time, 
under a bill approved by the House 

Judiciary Committee Feb. 13. 
The proposal (HF107) states that a locker 

inspection could take place "for any reason at 
any time, without notice, without student 
consent, and without a search warrant." No
tice of the policy would have to be distributed 
in advance to parents and students, and 
would take effect at the start of the 1995-96 
school year. 

"The locker is public property, owned by 
the school and used by a student for [his or 
her] convenience," said bill sponsor Rep.Jim 
Farrell (DFL-St. Paul). 

Farrell told members many local school 
districts have policies regarding locker 
searches, but are afraid to enforce them for 
fear of a costly court challenge. 

A statewide policy would shift the burden 
to defend the policy from the individual 
school or district to the state, said Farrell. 

Minnesota courts have never specifically 
addressed the locker search issue. 

Rep. Dave Bishop (IR-Rochester) said the 
real issue is orie of property rights, and that 
"guns and knives have nothing to do with it 
. . . they inflame the issue." Because the 

students don't own the lockers, the students 
can have no expectation of privacy, explained 
Bishop. 

But safety is what has brought the issue 
before the Legislature, specifically an Oct. 7, 
1994 incident at Harding High School in St. 
Paul. 

Two students were shot following a school 
assembly and a fellow student was later 
charged with the assaults. Lockers were not 
individually searched following the incident 
because school authorities had "constitutional 
questions," Farrell said. Instead, a trained 
dog was brought from Arizona to "sniff out" 
gunpowder from the more than 1,800 stu
dent lockers. The search yielded nothing, but 
eight or nine lockers were opened where the 
dog indicated a gunpowder scent. 

Farrell said the bill has been carefully 
worded to match a Milwaukee school district 
policy that has been "court-tested." 

A challenge to that policy based on a 
violation of the Fourth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, which protects against 
unlawful search and seizure, did not succeed. 
The Wisconsin Supreme Court upheld the 
search policy and the U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to review the case, Farrell said. 

Currently, 11 states have laws governing 

Abill approved by a House panel Feb. 13 would allow student lockers to be searched by school officials 
at any time, without warning. Eleven other states have laws authorizing locker searches. 

school locker searches. Many of the state 
policies mention weapons and drugs. Some 
explicitly state that there is no "reasonable 
expectation" of a right to privacy. A Washing
ton law says such searches are a "reasonable 
and necessary tool to protect the interests of 
the students and the state as a whole." 

Farrell said he is confident the Minnesota 
Supreme Court would uphold the policy, if it 
is challenged. 

"I think the policy is pretty straightfor
ward. I'm not doing anything here that the 
schools can't already do. The policies are out 
there. I'm only clarifying their authority," he 
said. 

But one member questioned the locker 
search proposal. 

"So where does this end?" asked Rep. Andy 
Dawkins (DFL-St. Paul). "This is a very slip
pery slope we're starting on here." 

Dawkins wondered if items stored in legis
lators' offices-presumablyprivate-should 
also be subject to search because they are 
"owned by the public." 

Richard Neumeister, a citizen lobbyist in
volved in data privacy issues, was the only 
person to testify against the bill. He said it 
violates the Minnesota Constitution by al
lowing a search "without reasonable suspi
cion or cause." 

A 1994 law mandated that schools track 
and report to the Department of Education 
any incidents involving dangerous weapons 
on school property and in school buses car
rying students. 

The department's first report shows that 
betweenJuly 1993 andJuly 1994 there were 
872 weapons incidents. Sixty-five of those 
were exclusively gun incidents. Eighty-four 
of the state's 381 school districts did not 
report. 

HF107 now moves to the Education Com
mittee. 

-John Tschida 
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BUSINESS 

Business licenses in cyberspace 

Minnesotans applying for business per
mits or licenses might be able to get what they 
need by booting up their computers and 
logging on to a state government electronic 
service. 

This "one-stop shopping" service for busi
ness permits and licenses would be available 
to anyone with access to a computer and 
modem, under a bill (HF44 l) approved Feb. 
15 by the House Commerce, Tourism and 
Consumer Affairs Committee's Business Regu
lation Division. 

A business person would not have to "make 
16 different phone calls and get 32 different 
answers" with the computerized system, ex
plained the bill's author, Rep. LorenJennings 
(DFL-Harris). 

Jenny Engh, deputy commissioner of the 
Department of Trade and Economic Devel
opment (DTED), described the concept as a 
"virtual co-location of reguJatory agencies." 
In other words, all the state departments and 
agencies that issue business licenses and per
mits would locate their information and ap
plication forms in one database that could be 
dialed up from a personal computer. 

A person would not need any special soft
ware other than an application that allows a 
computer to talk with another computer over 
a telephone line, said Engh. 

The system would have two parts: an elec
tronic catalog of licenses and permits with 
their corresponding requirements, statutes 
and other useful information; and an interac
tive electronic application for licenses and 
permits. 

The bill would require that the electronic 
catalog be on-line by 1997; the electronic 
application system would go on-line by 1999. 

Using a person seeking to apply for a restau
rant license as an example, Engh demonstrated 
how a series of computer screens would prompt 
an applicant for information about the busi
ness to be licensed. An actual license applica
tion form filled the computer screen, which 
could be either printed out and filled in manu
ally or completed electronically. 

Engh showed committee members how a 
person could complete the license applica
tion while hooked up to the electronic sys
tem. A license fee was calculated based upon 
the number of employees in the business. 
Then the business owner would provide a 
credit card number and complete the trans
action. 

An executive order in 1993 directedDTED 
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to study the one-stop shopping idea for busi
ness licenses and permits. Citing that 1993 
order, the governor vetoed a 1994 bill ap
proved by the Legislature that called on the 
state's Bureau of Business Licenses to process 
all the state's business license applications 

For the upcoming two-year budget cycle, 
the governor provided $1. 7 million in his 
budget for creating the electronic system, 
said Jennings. 

HF441 now moves to the full Commerce, 
Tourism and Consumer Affairs Committee 
for further consideration. 

CRIME 

Paying for the crackdown 

A hefty bill is coming due for the 1994 
Legislature's decision to crack down on juve
nile crime by creating a new category of 
young criminal offender: the "extended juris
diction juvenile" (EJJ). 

Incarcerating and treating these 14- to 1 7 -
year-old offenders- and hiring more proba
tion officers, public defenders, and judges to 
deal with them - could cost the state at least 
$26 million over the next two-year spending 
cycle, according to a Department of Correc
tions official. 

The 1994 Legislature created the EJJ cat
egory in response to growing concern over 
the increasing number of serious crimes com
mitted by juveniles. 

The law is intended to get tough with 
serious juvenile offenders but at the same 
time provide juveniles some of the legal rights 
afforded adults, which cost money. 

For the first time beginning on Jan. 1 of this 
year, these types of juvenile offenders will be 
entitled to a public defender and a jury trial. 

Richard Mulcrone, Department of Correc
tions deputy commissioner, told members of 
the House Judiciary Finance Committee Feb. 
14 that an additional $5 million is needed to 
hire more public defenders, who are already 
beset with huge caseloads. 

And an additional $1 million is needed to 
hire four more juvenile court judges and 
support staff. County attorneys also expect 
increased costs from contested cases and 
more hearings. (See SessionWeehly, Jan. 13, 
1995, page 4.) 

But the bulk of the extra state money
about $20 million - is needed to finance an 
assortment of treatment programs that were 
spelled out in the 1994 law. And an equal 
amount would be required from Minnesota 
counties. 

Mulcrone estimated that 4 35 juveniles will 
be classified as EJJs in 1995. The EJJ classifi
cation is a sort of hybrid between the tradi
tional informal juvenile court and adult court. 

I.tis intended for serious offenders, but not 
for ones whose crimes are so flagrant that 
they are certified to stand trial in adult court. 

Under an EJJ proceeding, a teenager re
ceives a juvenile court penalty and a stayed 
adult penalty. But if he ur she violates the 
condition of the sentence, the adult penalty is 
imposed. 

During a tour of the Department of Agriculture's microbiology work unit Feb. 13, Bill Krueger, lab 
director for the department, showed members of the House Agriculture Committee how lab 
workers isolate pathogenic bacteria (salmonella). 
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Bad, badder, baddest boys 

Minnesota programs for delinquent juve
niles are largely ineffective, according to a 
report just issued by the Office of the Legis
lative Auditor. 

"Whatever we're doing is not working and 
I think we have to admit it," said Rep. Wes 
Skoglund (DFL-Mpls), chair of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

The report, Residential Facilities Jar Juvenile 
Offenders, was presented by the auditor's 
office to the committee Feb. 15. 

In examining seven Minnesota juvenile 
facilities for males, the Office of the Legisla
tive Auditor found that at least half of those 
released in 1991 were back in juvenile court 
or arrested as adults within two years. 

The recidivism statistics are much worse 
for the most serious juvenile offenders. 

Of the 219 juveniles released from the Red 
Wing or Sauk Centre correctional facilities in 
1985, 90 percent were arrested again before 
turning 23; 69 percent were sent to prison. 

Jim Bruton, deputy commissioner for the 
Department of Corrections, said he was 
"shocked by the high numbers," bµt not 
surprised that the toughest offenders contin
ued to fail. 

"These are kids that have failed at every 
other program they have tried, and are very 
hard to tum around ... yet I think we have 
to try," Bruton said. 

Juveniles released from Red Wing in 1991 
had an average of 13 prior offenses; those 
released from Sauk Centre had an average of 
10 prior offenses. 

So why are the recidivism rates so high? 
"We don't know what's driving the re

offense rates," said Joel Alter of the program 
evaluation division of the auditor's office. 
And "people haven't figured out what [pro
gramming] works best for certain kids." 

The report also doesn't explain what Rep. 
Teresa Lynch (IR-Andover) saw as a key 
issue: how kids get into trouble in the first 
place. 

Deputy Commissioner Bruton agreed. 
"This is a tough and complex societal prob

lem," he said, adding that a significant prob
lem is that "we reward kids who do well [in 
a corrections setting] by sending them back 
to the environment that was conducive to 
creating the problem in the first place." 

The report was mandated by the 1994 
Legislature as part of the juvenile justice law 
(CH576). It is the first of its kind to study the 
recidivism rates of Minnesota juveniles. 

EDUCATION 

'Baby truants' 

"Baby truants" beware. School children 
under 7 years old would be subject to com
pulsory attendance law under legislation on 
its way to the House floor. 

A measure, sponsored by Rep. Wes Sko
glund (DFL-Mpls), was approved Feb. 16 by 
the House Education Committee. 

The bill (HF34 l) would restore the sub
stance of a provision inadvertently repealed 
in 1993 in an effort to sweep away state 
mandates imposed on school districts, said 
Skoglund. 

State law does not require children to 
attend school until the age of 7, but many 
children begin kindergarten earlier. 

Currently, school officials can do little 
about the chronic absence of some 5 and 6 
year olds, setting a pessimistic precedent for 
the academic future of such "baby truants," 
Skoglund said. 

"If we expect kids to go to school when 
they're 12, 13, 14, 15, and so on, we had 
better expect those kids who are enrolled in 
school to attend when they're 5 and 6," he 
said. 

Under Skoglund's bill, a parent would be 
able to remove a child for good cause, such as 
illness or a family move, with the consent of 
the school board. A neutral facilitator would 

Audrey Puckett of the Minnesota Head Start 
Association, told members of the K-12 Education 
Finance Division Feb. 13 that she is opposed to the 
governor's proposal to move the program into a 

· newly created Department of Children and 
Education Services. 

be used to resolve disputes between districts 
and parents over withdrawals. 

Schools would be required to tell parents 
enrolling 5- or 6-year-olds of the attendance 
requirements. 

Chris Curtiss, who handles truancy cases 
for the Hennepin County Attorney's Office, 
said she has seen cases of 5- or 6-year-olds 
missing as many as 50 days in a single school 
year and that problems at home are often to 
blame. 

"fhe bill would allow school districts and 
other agencies "not to be punitive but to 
reach out in a way that's supportive," she 
said. 

But Rep. Steve Dehler (IR-St. Joseph) said 
teachers should be concerned with children 
in the classroom, not those outside the school. 

"The only thing I see is government intru
sion into people's and families' lives," Dehler 
said. 

Lifetime teacher licensure 

A bill to grant teachers lifetime licenses 
would cut state fees and red tape without 
softening standards, according to Rep. Roger· 
Cooper (DFL-Bird Island). 

Cooper, sponsor ofHF294, told members 
of the House Education Committee Feb. 14 
that the bill aims to "reverse the process" of 
teacher licensing. 

Currently, teachers must apply for license 
renewal every five years. They pay a $40 fee 
each time. 

If a teacher demonstrates he or she has met 
continuing education requirements and other 
stipulations, the state renews the license. 

Under HF294, the state would grant a 
teaching license and then step out of the 
picture as long as all requirements are met. 

Local school officials would be responsible 
for making sure teachers follow all state re
quirements. If a teacher failed to do so, the 
school district would notify the state, and the 
license would be suspended. 

Rep. Howard Orenstein (DFL-St. Paul), 
one of several members to voice support for 
the bill, said it provides one way to reduce 
needless regulation. 

"I think it's entirely on the right track," 
Orenstein said. "Every time you try to change 
something around here there are a hundred 
reasons why you shouldn't." 

The state stopped issuing continuous li
censes in 1969. The current licensing system 
was installed shortly thereafter. 

About 110,000 Minnesotans are licensed 
to teach but only about 50,000 are active 
teachers, according to George Droubie, man-
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ager of the Personnel Licensing T earn for the 
Department of Education. 

Droubie, who opposed the bill, heads a 15-
person staff that issues about 27,000 teach
ing licenses annually. IfHF294 is approved, 
staff likely would be cut as "the need for its 
function is reduced," Cooper said. 

Currently, recent college graduates are is
sued one- or two-year licenses from the state 
before they become eligible for five-year li
censes. To have five-year licenses renewed by 
the state, teachers must complete 125 hours 
of continuing education. 

Droubie said giving teachers lifetime li
censes would strip the state of its ability to 
ensure certain standards. 

Rep. John Tuma (IR-Northfield) also ex
pressed concerns about the effect the bill may 
have on compliance with state requirements. 
If teachers answered only to "local buddies," 
state standards would be "easier to brush 
aside," Tuma said. 

The bill was referred to the Higher Educa
tion Finance Division. 

ELECTIONS 

Combined polling places 

A glitch in the 1994 uniform election law 
has some lawmakers scrambling to correct 
the oversight before an April school bond 
referendum in Forest Lake. 

The measure approved by the House Gen
eral Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Elec
tions Committee Feb. 13 would allow Min
nesota school districts to combine one or 
more polling places - just as was the case 
before the 1994 law was approved - to save 
money. 

"Precincts in Forest Lake range from 4,300 
people in one precinct to three in another," 
said Secretary of State Joan Growe. 'They 
might want to do some kind of combination 
of precincts." 

An unintended consequence of the 1994 
law prohibited such polling place combina
tions. But another provision in the bill poses 
a concern for school officials. 

The amendment would require districts to 
send notices to all registered voters each time 
the precinct differs from the place where they 
voted in the November election- an expen
sive requirement that could negate any cost 
savings, said Robert Meeks, lobbyist for the 
Minnesota School Boards Association. 

But bill sponsor Rep. Tom Osthoff (DFL
St. Paul) disagreed. 

"We'll be giving out notices for a vote 
which could potentially cause an increase in 
property taxes," he said. 
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Committee members amended the notifi
cation section of the bill to make it effective in 
January 1996. 

The 1994 lawrequires city, school district, 
and special district elections that are held any 
other time to move to the Tuesday following 
the first Monday in November. Primary elec
tions, if any, must be held in September. 

Local units of government could hold 
November elections whenever they choose, 
but they must begin by 1998. School bond 
and levy referendums, however, are exempted 
from the 1994 law. 

HF103/SF141 * now moves to the House 
floor. 

ENERGY 

Mining electricity 

Water collecting in a northern Minnesota 
mine pit is posing a problem for a state park, 
but an electric power company may have an 
answer. 

Why not pump the water out of the 500-
foot-deep pit late at night when demand for 
electricity is low, then release it in a different 
direction to generate power during the day 
when demand for electricity is high? 

A bill approved by the House Regulated 
Industries and Energy Committee Feb. 13 
would provide a cash incentive for a utility to 
do just that. 

The Hill Annex Mine State Parkin Calumet 
(northwest of Grand Rapids) features a min
ing interpretive center that runs tour buses to 
the bottom of the pit, which continually fills 
with water, explained Bill Morrissey of the 
DNR. That has caused a glitch in the tour bus 
operation. 

But while an "extensive feasibility study" 
has been conducted by the DNR and Minne
sota Power, the utility hasn't committed itself 
to the hydropower project. 

That's because the power company hasn't 
yet found a market for the peak demand 
electricity, Mike Hambrock of Minnesota 
Power later explained. Nonetheless, the power 
company would "like to see it as an option in 
the future," Hambrock added. 

If Minnesota Power did embrace the project, 
it could save the DNRabout $150,000 a year, 
said Morrissey; that's how much it spent last 
year to pump water from the mine. 

The bill (HF248), sponsored Rep. Loren 
Solberg (DFL-Bovey), would direct the De
partment of Finance to extend a 1.5 cents per 
. kilowatt hour subsidy to a facility that uses 
"pumped hydropower." 

A law passed in 1994 offers the same 

subsidy to a Coon Rapids project so a dam 
there on the Mississippi River can be retrofit
ted. 

Although the pumped hydropower pro
posal may appear a bit unusual to some, a 
southern Minnesota utility had considered a 
similar idea several years ago - until the 
Legislature stepped in. 

The Southern Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency had planned to build a 500-mega
watt generator near Lake City, Minn. The 
proposed plant would have pumped water 
200 feet up the bluffs along the Mississippi 
River at night, then released it during the day 
to create electricity. 

Because of environmental concerns, the 
1993 Legislature passed a law that prohibits 
any state agency from issuing a permit for 
such a facility atop the Mississippi River 
bluffs. 

The water from the Hill Annex Mine would 
be pumped into Upper and Lower Panaca 
lakes, which flow into the Swan River. 

HF248 now moves to the House floor. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Emissions exemption 

A bill that says cars under six years old 
need not face an emissions test has the sup
port of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 

Minnesota enacted its vehicle emissions 
testing program and oxygenated fuel law 
because the state was in violation of EPA 
clean air requirements. 

According to William MacDowell, chief of 
regulation development for the EPA's Air and 
Radiation Division in Chicago, the "bottom 
line" is that carbon monoxide levels must 
come down. "If you can demonstrate that you 
can meet that [federal air quality standard], 
that's all we really care about," he told House 
Environment and Natural Resources Com
mittee members Feb. 10. 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) also supports the proposal, accord
ing to Peder Larson, MPCA assistant commis
sioner. 

Rep.AliceJohnson(DFL-SpringLakePark), 
sponsor of the bill (HF2), cited MPCA data 
showing that during a six-month period last 
year, only 1 in 5,634 cars built in 1994 failed 
an emissions test. 

"This is not a wise use of my taxpayers' 
money," Johnson said. "We are collecting 
moneyunder false pretenses." She contended 
that the emissions testing program "is not 
cleaning up our air." 
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More efficient auto engines and the use of 
oxygenated fuel - gas mixed with ethanol 
- have reduced carbon monoxide levels in 
the Twin Cities, according to MacDowell. He 
said if continued progress is made, the EPA 
could certify that the metropolitan area is 
meeting federal carbon monoxide standards. 

The 11 testing stations in the metropolitan 
area are run by a private firm, Envirotest Inc. 
of Phoenix, Ariz., under contract with the 
MPCA. The MPCA gets 93 cents of the $8 test 
charge for administration costs. Envirotest 
gets the rest. 

Larson said the potential revenue loss for 
Envirotest is about $4 million annually. The 
state's loss would then be about $526,000. 

David Thornton, MPCA Air Quality Divi
sion manager, said that the Legislature will 
have to "wrestle with" the problem of lost 
revenue. He acknowledged that "raising the 
fee" for emissions tests was probably not 
politicallyviable. He suggested levying a small 
"air quality" fee on newer Cf!.rs, or extending 
the current seven-year state contract with 
Envirotest, so revenues would be assured 
over a longer time period. 

The commlttee will act on the bill at its Feb. 
1 7 meeting, according to committee chair 
Rep. Willard Munger (DFL-Duluth). 

GAMBLING 

No gambling expansion 

Four years of gambling studies and legisla
tive debate just isn't enough. It is still too 
soon for the Legislature to allow video poker, 
keno, and blackjack in Minnesota bars and 
restaurants, according to a study by the Ad
visory Council on Gambling. 

The report, presented Feb. 10 to the Gam
bling Division of the House Governmental 
Operations Committee, recommends no ac
tion be taken this year on video gambling. 

The council was created last year to study 
gambling issues in Minnesota and report to 
the Legislature and the governor in 1995 and 
1996. In its first report, the council says it 
would be "premature and unwise" to pass 
legislation enacting video gambling, which 
includes video poker, keno and slot ma
chines. 

The council lists "unanswered questions 
and unresolved concerns" about video gam
bling, including its potential effects on com
pulsive gamblers and on the existing gam
bling industry. 

The state's liquor industry has lobbied for 
five years to win the right to install video 
gambling machines in its bars and restau-

rants. Bar owners say they need the video 
gambling to compete with nearby casinos 
which offer those games. They argue 
Minnesota's American Indian-owned casinos 
have an unfair competitive advantage and 
have lured away their customers. 

But casino officials say casinos aren't to 
blame. Minnesotans are drinking less and 
spending less money in bars and restaurants. 

In each of the past four years the Legisla
ture has grappled with the question of allow
ing the use of video poker, keno, and other 
games in bars, restaurants, and other estab
lishments with an on-sale liquor license. But 
no bill has survived. 

Gov. Ame Carlson and several legislative 
leaders have opposed any expansion of gam
bling. 

Before moving ahead with video gambling, 
the council report suggests the Legislature 
decide just how reliant the state is willing to 
become on gambling revenues. 

"Once we have video lottery, I don't think 
the state would be without it," Harry Baltzer, 
chair of the advisory council, said in testi
mony before the gambling division. 

The 14-member advisory council, which 
includes two members of each legislative 
body, also recommended the state study the 
costs and effectiveness of alternative compul
sive gambling treatment approaches. 

Once it has determined what works and 
what is cost-effective, the state should set 
new goals for compulsive gambling programs, 
according to the report. 

GOVERNMENT 

Cutting contracts 

A bill that would cut the amount the state 
could spend on government contracts was 
heard by the House Governmental Opera
tions Committee Feb. 14 and Feb. 16. 

The proposal (HF 123), sponsored by Rep. 
Joe Opatz (DFL-St. Cloud), would trim by 10 
percent the total amount most state agencies 
could spend in the coming two-year budget 
cycle over 1994-95 levels. The same limits 
would apply to the Legislature and the Met
ropolitan Council. 

The bill would not affect all state agencies, 
but rather the 20 departments considered 
"major" under Minnesota law. 

Opatz said the state spends about $1 bil
lion on contracts per biennium. About $700 
million of that is for transportation projects, 
which are exempt from the bill. 

A similar proposal passed the Legislature 
in 1993 but was vetoed by the governor. The 

vetoed proposal would have cut each govern
mental department's contract budget by 10 
percent. The current proposal says only that 
the aggregate amount of contract spending 
must be trimmed by 10 percent. 

"This gives the governor the discretion to 
cut where he sees fit," Opatz said. 

The bill also limits all state contracts to no 
more than five years. 

Marilyn Jackson-Beeck, who helped· as
semble Staff Contractingf or Professional/Tech
nical Services, a 1992 report from the Office of 
the Legislative Auditor, said that in a random 
sampling of contract employees, she found 
some who had contracts for 16 years run
ning. 

"It was often hard to distinguish who was 
a state employee and who was a contract 
employee," Jackson-Beeck said. 

Rep. Mike Osskopp (IR-Lake City) con
gratulated Opatz for the work he had done in 
"identifying the problem." But he said he was 
concerned that state departments would hire 
"full-time, permanent, new employees at tax
payer expense" to replace the workers sub
ject to contract cuts. 

"There is no guarantee of cost savings," 
Osskopp said. 

Opatz said savings could be as high as $4 3 
million over the biennium, assuming the 
current growth rate on state contracts of 10 
percent per year. 

Committee chair Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL
Mpls) reminded Osskopp that the Legisla
ture would need to fund and authorize any 
additional state staff positions. 

Discussion on HF 123 will continue next 
week. 

MEAL TH 

Suspending doctors1 licenses 

Minnesota doctors convicted of felonies 
"reasonably related" to the practice of medi
cine would have their licenses automatically 
suspended under a bill given final approval 
by the House Feb. 16. The vote was 125-1. 

The House's only physician, Rep. Richard 
Mulder (IR-Ivanhoe); cast the lone vote against 
the measure. 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Steve Kelley 
(DFL-Hopkins), also would apply to other 
health professionals licensed by the Minne
sota Board of Medical Practice. 

Under the bill, license suspension would 
be automatic following a felony conviction, 
and a doctor or other health professional 
would have to request a hearing to get back 
his or her license. For reinstatement, the 
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individual would have to demonstrate that 
he or she has been rehabilitated by "clear and 
convincing evidence." 

The bill does not clearly define felonies 
"reasonably related" to the practice of medi
cine, but in debate on the House floor Feb. 
13, Rep. Dave Bishop (IR-Rochester) offered 
an obvious example. Bishop said he was 
"shocked" by a report of a doctor who contin
ued working after being convicted of sexually 
assaulting female patients. 

Under current law, the board has the au
thority to suspend a doctor's license, but a 
hearing is held first. The board can suspend 
a license without a hearing in some circum
stances, but the burden is then on the board 
to set up a hearing seeking a final conclusion. 

Kelley's bill would shift the burden to the 
health professional. Suspension of a doctor's 
license would be automatic, and it would be 
up to the doctor to seek a hearing and to 
prove the suspension should not be perma
nent. (See Feb. 10, 1995, Session Weekly, page 
9). 

HF231 now moves to the Senate for con
sideration. 

Complete malpractice reports 

A bill to ensure that the Board of Medical 
Practice receives the names of all doctors who 
are the subject of malpractice awards or settle
ments was given final approval by the House 
Feb. 16. The vote was 123-0. 

The bill (HF226), sponsored by Rep. Steve 
Kelley (DFL-Hopkins), now moves to the 
Senate for consid(:ration. 

Under current law, insurance companies 
are required to provide the board reports of 
all settlements or awards involving doctors. 

But hospitals, clinics, and other entities 
paying off settlements against physicians have 
been able to dodge the requirement to pro
vide details to the board. Since they are not 
insurance companies, they technically have 
not been required to report. 

The bill closes that loophole by specifically 
requiring that hospitals and other entities 
that provide malpractice coverage for doc
tors or other health professionals report all 
settlements and awards to the Board of Medi
cal Practice. 

Reports must include the health 
professional's name, the allegations in the 
claim or complaint, and the date and dollar 
amount of the settlement or award. (See Feb. 
10, 1995 Session Weekly, page,9) 

Similar legislation is pending in the Senate 
Health Care Committee. 
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Regulating acupuncturists 

A bill that would require Minnesota acu
puncturists to be licensed by the state won 
approval Feb. 16 from the House Health and 
Human Services Committee. 

Acupuncture involves the ancient Chinese 
practice of puncturing the body with needles 
at specific points to relieve pain and cure 
diseases. 

Currently, the state requires no training 
and licensing for acupuncturists. "That is the 
problem," said bill sponsor Rep. Peggy Lep
pik (IR-Golden Valley). 

Someone could hang up a shingle today 
and "stick needles in you tomorrow morn
ing," she said. 

"The potential for harm is there when they 
are sticking needles in you" - organs may be 
punctured or diseases spread with unclean 
needles, said Leppik. 

The bill prohibits a person from practicing 
acupuncture after June 30, 1997, unless cer
tified by the National Commission for the 
Certification of Acupuncturists or unless 
"grandfathered" in under. the bill. 

For the next two years beginning July 1, 
1995, an acupuncturist may qualify for a 
state license without national certification if 
they have practiced in the field for at least 
three years between July 1, 1991, and June 
30, 199 5. During those three years they must 
have had at least 500 patient visits annually 
with at least 100 different patients. 

Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby) op
posed the bill because she said it involves too 
much regulation and may cause some acu
puncturists to quit. 

Hasskamp asked why the Legislature didn't 
also license those people who pierce ears 
since they puncture the skin too. "We're 
certainly into piercing. Everybody is piercing 
everything," she said. 

Last year a similar provision appeared in 
the omnibus health and human services bill 
but Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed the entire bill. 
Members of the occupation have unsuccess
fully sought state licensure for several years. 

The bill also requests that acupuncturists 
be regulated by the same board that regulates 
doctors: the Minnesota Board of Medical 
Practice. 

HF 446 now moves to the Governmental 
Operations Committee for consideration. 

HOUSING 

Fixing up homes 

Two charitable groups that build and reha
bilitate homes for low-income families would 
not have to obtain residential building 
contractor's licenses, under a bill approved 
Feb. 16 by a House subcommittee. 

The exemption would mean that Habitat 
for Humanity and the Builders Outreach 
Foundation, a project of the Builders Asso
ciation of the Twin Cities, wouldn't have to 
pay a $75 annual license fee or the $100 to 
$200 annual fee to the state's contractor 
recovery fund. (The fund is used to pay 
claims against licensed contractors found by· 
the court to have been guilty of fraud or 
performing inferior work) 

The proposal (HF536), sponsored by Rep. 
Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul), was approved 
by the Real Estate and Commerce Subcom
mittee of the House Commerce, Tourism and 
Consumer Affairs Committee. 

Another provision of the bill specifies that 
an individual home owner - who under 
current law does not need a contractor's 
license to work on his or her own property
can build or improve only one propertywithin 
a year's time. 

Gary Lavasseur, deputy commissioner of 
enforcement and licensing for the Depart -
ment of Commerce, explained that a person 
building or remodeling two or more homes 
in a year is considered to be in the residential 
contracting business and should be licensed. 

HF536 now moves to the full Commerce, 
Tourism and Consumer Affairs Committee. 

HUMAN SERVICES 

Protesting welfare cuts 

A welfare reform bill, which still contains 
a controversial abortion waiting-period pro
posal, was approved by a House panel Feb. 
14 despite a last minute protest from welfare 
advocates. 

The advocates forced a hurried voice vote 
before the House Health and Human Services 
Committee after grabbing the microphone 
and declaring they would not allow a vote on 
the bill (HFS). Three people were arrested. 

Before the committee was disrupted, much 
of the debate focused on the abortion waiting 
period-proposal - a controversial section 
that Rep. Betty McCollum (DFL-North St. 
Paul) unsuccessfully tired to remove from the 
bill. 



Members of the public testifying in favor of 
the bill focused on their support for the 
waiting period. 

Sheryl Schoenfeld of Lino Lakes told the 
committee that she has had two abortions 
and was given little if any information on fetal 
development or the physical and psychologi
cal risks of an abortion. She stressed that the 
information is necessary before a woman can 
truly understand what she is doing. 

Members of the public testifying against 
the bill focused on cuts to welfare programs 
and what they called the bill's "punitive ap
proach" to the poor. 

Linden Gawboy of Minneapolis said the 
bill is playing with people's lives and creates 
"gaping holes in the safety net." She warned 
lawmakers they will see more children beg
ging in the streets. 

Elizabeth Simmons of Minneapolis told 
the committee members that they have "never 
lived poor" so they have no idea what they're 
doing. "You need to be in our shoes just one 
week." 

The bill, Simmons said, "is teaching hate." 
In all, the welfare reform bill totals about 

$52 million but with cuts in some public 
assistance benefits such as Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children and the elimina
tion of one $24 million state jobs program, 
the net price tag falls to $23. 7 million for the 
1996-1997 two year state budget cycle. 

The measure, sponsored by Rep. Bob 
Anderson (DFL-Ottertail), would require all 
teenaged moms to live at home or with a 
supervising adult and request the elimina
tion of federal rules that some argue discour
age welfare recipients from finding work. 

A major component of the bill would es-

tablish a Work First pilot program. The new 
program would set out tough penalties, such 
as losing benefits, if participants don't stick to 
a contract to search for a job and accept work. 
Clay and Itasca counties would receive the 
pilot program. 

The measure also includes $18 million to 
help low- and moderate-income families pay 
for child care, thus removing a barrier to their 
returning to work. 

It now goes to the House Ways and Means 
Committee for discussion. 

(SeeJan. 13, 1995, Session Weekly, page 6; 
Jan. 20, 1995, Session Weekly, pages 6-7; and 
Feb. 3, 1995 Session Weekly, page 10.) 

INSURANCE 

Option could cut costs 

Minnesota drivers could save on their au
tomobile insurance premiums under a bill on 
its way to the House floor. 

The bill (HF182), approved by the House 
Financial Institutions and Insurance Com
mittee Feb. 15, would allow consumers to 
choose auto insurance policies that provide 
personal injury protection and uninsured 
and underinsured motorist medical coverage 
through a discounted managed care insur
ance plan. 

Managed care plans include HM Os such as 
Group Health; insurers such as Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield; and preferred provider orga
nizations. 

Based on what is happening elsewhere, 
managed care discounts promise to provide 

Michael Kelly was removed from the House Health and Human Services Committee Feb. 14 by state 
troopers as a group of welfare rights advocates tried to disrupt the vote on a welfare reform bill. The 
proposal (HF5) was approved. Kelly was later arrested. 

drivers an attractive option, said committee 
Chair Rep. Wayne Simoneau (DFL-Fridley), 
who sponsored the bill. 

"We aren't talking peanuts," Simoneau said. 
"We're talking a substantial amount of sav
ings to the customers in Colorado." 

Similar legislation was approved in Colo
rado in 1991. Drivers selecting the managed 
care option have seen savings of as much as 
20 percent on their auto insurance premi
ums, according to a 1993 survey conducted 
in that state. 

Under Simoneau's bill, insurance compa
nies still would offer standard benefits -
allowing individuals to use their own doctors 
- for personal injury protection and unin
sured and underinsured motorist medical 
coverage. 

But companies could contract with man
aged care organizations to offer the discounted 
option. 

Milo Curtiss, regional claims manager for 
Progressive Insurance Company in Arden 
Hills, said the option would be a boon to the 
high-risk drivers his company insures. 

By selecting the managed care option, a 
16-year-old male with a clean driving record 
would save $130 annually and an 18-year
old male ,vith two speeding tickets would 
save $145, Curtiss said. 

The bill requires managed care plans re
ceive the approval of the commerce commis
sioner, who also would have authority to 
disqualify providers who do not deliver ser
vices as promised. 

Insurance companies would be required 
to notify customers of the consequences of 
choosing managed care and to provide a list 
of the plan's providers. 

Motorists who choose the managed care 
option would be required to receive non
emergency care from providers in the man
aged care plan, said Simoneau. 

But Rep. Jeff Bertram (DFL-Paynesville) 
said managed care would not suit many 
outstate residents, who may have to handle 
the costly inconvenience of traveling long 
distances to providers included in the plan. 

"I want to sign that [dotted] line," Bertram 
said. "My concern is, suddenly I'm injured 
and then I'm limited as to what I can do and 
where I can go." 

Rep. Gregory Davids (IR-Preston), owner 
of an insurance agency, said he would not 
recommend the option to his customers or to 
others in rural areas. 

The bill now goes to the House floor for a 
vote. 
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LABOR 

Going up 

A bill approved by the House labor-Man
agement Relations Committee Feb. 13 would 
require that all work performed on a passen
ger or freight elevator be done by an elevator 
mechanic licensed by the state. 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Phil Carruth
ers (DFl-Brooklyn Center), requires that a 
person must complete the National Elevator 
Industry Education Program and must have 
an elevator constructor license issued by the 
state Board of Electricity before receiving 
state licensure. 

A licensed elevator mechanic could super
vise up to two helpers. 

Additionally, the bill would require that a 
licensed person or company obtain a state 
permit before installing, altering or removing 
an elevator. Current law requires only that a 
person appiy for a permit before work is 
started. Currently, altering or removing an 
elevator - a potentially dangerous proce
dure that requires specialized knowledge -
does not require a permit. 

The bill would not cover temporary eleva
tors that are used during building construc
tion. Thomas Joachim, director of the De
partment of Administration's Building Codes 
and Standards Division, explained that those 
elevators are inspected by the federal Occu
pational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA). 

Carruthers said the bill addresses impor
tant public safety concerns. He said that a 
similar measure passed out of committee last 
year but no action was ever taken on the 
House floor. 

HF398nowmoves to the Commerce, Tour
ism & Consumer Affairs Committee. 

SPORTS 

On Target 

Beaming with the thrill of victory, Minne
apolis city and business officials went before 
the House local Government and Metropoli
tan Affairs Committee Feb. 14 to announce 
that Target Center and the Minnesota 
Timberwolves have been saved. 

And city officials told lawmakers theywon't 
need all of the provisions from a 1994 law 
passed to help save the arena and the team. 

City officials asked the 1994 legislature 
for help in keeping the NBA franchise in 
Minnesota. While private groups in Minne
sota were willing to buy the team, theyweren't 
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willing to pay for the Target Center. So, the 
legislature and the governor approved the 
public buyout of the arena in hopes of keep
ing the basketball team, the arena's main 
tenant. 

While the newly restructured deal main
tains a key component of the 1994 law - a 
state contribution of$ 750,000 annually over 
the next 15 years-many other provisions of 
the original deal were scrapped. 

Minneapolis finance director John Moir, 
who called the Timberwolves ordeal an "od
yssey," explained the differences between the 
new deal and the old one. 

The 1994 law authorized the Metropolitan 
Council to issue $4 2 million in revenue bonds 
so the Metropolitan Sports Facilities Com
mission could purchase the downtown Min
neapolis sports arena. The purchase was con
tingent on any new owner agreeing to keep 
the team in Minnesota for 30 years. 

A 10 percent ticket admissions tax and a 
minimum $1 ticket surcharge on Target Cen
ter events was to help payoff the bonds as was 
a state contribution of $750,000 annually 
over the next 15 years. 

In addition, the law called for a Minneapo
lis tax on downtown restaurants, bars, and 
hotels to kick in if the other funds weren't 
sufficient to pay off the bonds. 

Under the newly negotiated deal, how
ever, only the $750,000 for 15 years sur
vived. The current agreement eliminates the 
need for: a tax on downtown restaurants, 
bars, and hotels; the ticket surcharge; the 
ticket admissions tax; and the $4 2 million in 
bonds issued by the Metropolitan Council. 

Instead, the city of Minneapolis will own 
the arena and sell $62.4 million in public 
bonds to pay for it. Other money sources -
aside from the $750,000 a year for 15 years 
- include: property taxes generated by the 
arena, a 3 percent entertainment tax on gross 
sales at the arena, and event-parking fees 

from most city-owned downtown parking 
facilities. 

local corporations also worked to raise 
$12.7 million to save the arena. The money 
will be used to buy private bonds. 

Some lawmakers were still skeptical of the 
state's involvement in the deal. Rep. Jim 
Rostberg (IR-Isanti) asked what assurances 
the state had that the team would stay in 
Minnesota 30 years. 

City officials said the guarantee comes in 
the form of a contractual agreement that 
would levy a hefty financial penalty if the 
team leaves. The penalty amount would 
change depending on when during the 30-
year life of the contract the team left. If it 
leaves early in the time span, it would pay 
more than if it left later. One figure quoted 
was $25 million. 

TAXES 

TIF districts 

The House local Government and Metro
politan Affairs Committee approved three 
bills Feb. 9 that would allow three different 
cities a chance to forgo a penalty they nor
mally would pay for offering tax breaks to 
companies to expand in their communities. 

But committee chair Rep. Dee long (DFl
Mpls) said the bills will face a tougher time 
winning passage at their next stop, the House 
Taxes Committee. 

Under Minnesota law, cities can offer tax 
breaks to companies to help create jobs in 
their community. Normally the agreement, 
called a Tax Increment Financing District 
(TIF), involves a company expanding and 
creating new jobs in exchange for the city 
forgiving property taxes for a set number of 
years. 

For years tha state has worried that cities 

Rep. Andy Dawkins, left, outlined a plan in a Feb. 15 press conference that would shift more of the state's 
revenue on the income tax rather than the property tax. Also pictured, left to 1ight, are Shem Shakin, 
Frogtown Action Alliance, Wayne Lundeen, Thomas-Dale Block Clubs, Yusef Mgeni, Urban Coalition, 
and Johnny Howard, Thomas-Dale Block Clubs. 
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are too eager to offer tax breaks to companies 
that would otherwise expand even without 
the breaks. 

So, in 1990 the state decided to attach a 
penalty to TIF districts created by cities. 
Now, local governments lose a portion of 
their state aid dollars when they offer a busi
ness tax breaks. 

The bills heard Feb. 9 all ask that the state 
forgive their penalty. Supporters of the bills 
point to a precedent set by the 1994 legisla
ture when it made an exception in the TIF law 
for St. Cloud and its Fingerhut Companies, 
which had threatened to leave town and 
ex;Jand elsewhere. 

HF82 sponsored by Rep. Barb Vickerman 
(IR-Redwood Falls) would create a special 
TIF district to build a new feed mill to replace 
an aging 114-year-old facility in Springfield, 
Minn., for Vigorena Feeds. The mill employs 
4 7 people and the community is concerned 
the company will move elsewhere without a 
new plant. 

"Fingerhut comes in here last year and gets 
a huge break," said Jim Nichols, Springfield 
director of economic development. "I recog
nize what 4,000 jobs mean to St. Cloud, but 
4 7 mean just as much to Springfield." 

Nichols did not specify the amount of 
Springfield's potential TIF district penalty. 

The second bill, HF 100 sponsored by Rep. 
Chuck Brown (DFl-Appleton), would allow 
the expansion of an existing TIF district in 
Morris, Minn. The bill would allow an expan
sion at Kleespie Tanks, which manufactures 
petroleum tanks, Brown said. The company 
has 133 full-time employees. The amount of 
Morris' potential penalty is unclear. 

In addition to exempting the TIF district 
from the loss of state aid, the bill asks the 
district be allowed to exist for 28 years in
stead of the nine now specified in law. 

A third bill would allow Windom Minn 
to create a TIF district for an ethanol' facilit;'. 

In addition to asking for a break on the 
state aid penalty, the bill also asks that the 
district exist for 25 years instead of the usual 
nine. The bill, HF433, is sponsored by Rep. 
Ted Winter (DFl-Fulda). The amount of 
Windom's potential penalty is also unclear. 

The three bills will now move to the Taxes 
Committee for further consideration. 

TOURISM 

Collecting agates 

A Minnesota rock, gem, and mineral inter
pretive center - whose focal point would be 
the famed lake Superior agate -would be 
created under a bill approved Feb. 15 by the 
House Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee. 

In addition to agates, other rocks, gems 
and minerals "indigenous to Minnesota" 
would be displayed. The bill would require 
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
to consult with the Minnesota Geological 
Survey and rock and gem collectors about the 
design of the new center. 

The proposal, sponsored by Rep. Becky 
lourey (DFl-Kerrick), would spend $67,500 
to begin architectural and engineering design 
work for the center. The center, which would 
be located at Moose Lake State Park Uust 
south of Duluth on I-35) would cost approxi
mately $450,000. 

"We've been offered a number of agate 
collections," explained Bill Morrissey, direc
tor of state parks for the DNR. The state 
would get the prized agate collection of the 
late William Boltz of Topeka, Kan., if a suit
able center is created. Lake Superior agates 
were moved south by the Kansan Glacier, 
Morrissey explained. 

The interpretive center would be near 
Moose Lake, Minn., which is in prime agate 
hunting territory and features an annual Ag
ate Days civic celebration. 

A similar proposal was offered by Rep. 
Mary Murphy (DFL-Hermantown) in 1993, 
but the measure stalled. 

A Lake Superior agate like this one could be seen 
at a new state mineral interpretive center, should 
HF218 become law. The bill was approved Feb. 15 
by the House Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee. 

HF218 now moves to the Environment 
and Natural Resources Finance Committee 
for further consideration. 

TRANSPORTATION 

School bus drivers 

The state could no longer require that 
school bus drivers learn first aid or take eight 
hours of annual in-service training, under a 
bill approved by the House Transportation 
and Transit Committee Feb. 15. 

Chief bill sponsor Rep. Steve Sviggum (IR
Kenyon) and co-sponsor Rep. Henry Kalis 
(DFL-Walters) spent the fall meeting with 
school bus drivers and school bus safety 
officials to ask their reaction to the 1994 
school bus safety law. 

"They said there's a lack of dollars to carry 
out the law, that there are buses without 
drivers, and they pointed out some rules we 
didn't think had a good cost-benefit," Svig
gum said. · 

Last year the Legislature passed a compre
hensive school bus safety law, which allowed 
school districts to get a ·1 percent boost in 
their transportation safety aid each year to 
make their buses safer. The law also calls for 
more school bus driver training. 

But Kalis said the law needed fine tuning, 
which is what HF280 aims to do. 

The proposal would leave it up to school 
districts - not the state - to determine how 
much first aid training drivers should re
ceive. Current law says all drivers have to 
show they know first aid and cardiopulmo
nary resuscitation before they can obtain a 
school bus driver's license. 

Sviggum called that provision an unfunded 
mandate the state passed on to school dis
tricts. 

"First aid training should be left a local 
district decision and district dollars should 
be spent on it," Sviggum said. 

The bill calls for school bus drivers to be 
evaluated every two years to make sure they 
still meet state licensing requirements. Cur
rent law says an evaluation must take place 
each year. . 

And HF280 would decrease the amount of 
brush-up training each driver must take. 
Current law says drivers must receive eight 
hours of training annually. The bill would 
change that to eight hours every two years . 

Robert Meeks, a lobbyist for the Minnesota 
School Boards Association, said the bill gives 
school districts more flexibility but still takes 
student safety needs into consideration. 

Kalis said school districts face a bus driver 
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shortage because the frequently low-paying 
and part-time positions require specific train
ing and a criminal background check Poten
tial bus drivers also must show they under
stand student behavior, know how to get stu
dents on and off the bus in an orderly fashion, 
and know what to do in emergencies. 

This bill may ease some of the restrictions, 
Kalis said. 

HF280 now moves to the House floor. 

OWis and truckers 

The commercial drivers' licenses of truck
ers caught driving under the influence in the 
family car would be suspended under a bill 
given final approval by the House Feb. 13. 
The vote was 84-48. 

Under the bill, truckers, snow plow driv
ers, and others arrested for driving under the 
influence in the family car would have their 
commercial and personal licenses suspended. 
The suspensions would run concurrently. 

First-time DWI offenders lose their licenses 
for 15 days, second-time offenders for 90 
days, and third-time offenders for 180 days. 
(See Feb. 3, 1995, SessionWeehiy, page 11 
and Feb. 10, 1995, SessionWeehiy, page 13) 

It was exactly 100 years ago that the 
first automobile appeared in Minnesota. 

"The automobile was a monster new 
on Minnesota streets and roads. It was a 
curiosity, a contrivance for the rich, a 
noisy phenomenon that nobody quite 
knew how to control,'' according to Min
nesota Highway History, a 1971 publica
tion of the then-Department of High
ways. 

In 1903, the Legislature decided that 
"something had to be done to keep the 
automobile in check" The first traffic 
code was the result. 

Lawmakers mandated that all auto
mobiles have a license to operate on 
Minnesota roads. For $2, a car owner 
needed to obtain a license from a state 
boiler inspector. Half the fee went to the 
county treasurer. The other half was 
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Bill sponsor Rep. Charlie Weaver (IR
Anoka) said the measure "treats truck drivers 
the same as the average person." Truckers 
will lose their licenses only if they fail a 
sobriety test or refuse to take one, he said. 

But Rep. Dennis Ozment (IR-Rosemount) 
said the proposal "just compounds the al
ready bad law that's in place." It "trashes" the 
principle that a person is innocent until proven 
guilty because licenses are suspended before 
a trial is held, he added. 

The bill (HF35) is a result of a Dec. 21, 
1994, accident in Fairfax, Minn., which killed 
three-year-old Steven Ziegler and injured his 
two older brothers. A trucker who swerved to 
avoid a school bus drove his rig into the 
brothers as they waited at a bus stop. 

Weaver did not claim that the truck driver 
was intoxicated or even negligent, but state 
records show the trucker has a spotty driving 
history. His personal driver's license has been 
suspended four times since 1989, but his 
commercial driving record is clean. 

Similar legislation is pending in the Senate 
Transportation and Public Transit Committee. 

kept by the boiler inspector as his fee for 
issuing the license. Each car then received a 
number, which had to be displayed on the 
vehicle in figures no less than four and one
half inches high. 

The original statevvide speed limit was 
eight miles per hour "within the thickly settled 

An early auto gets stuck somewhere in the 
Red River Valley in the 1920s. 

Source: Ce!ebtation50 Years a publication of the Minnesota 
Department of Highways 

Hats and driver's licenses 

Those suffering hair loss due to illness or 
head injury would be allowed to wear a head 
covering in their driver's license photograph, 
under a bill the House Transportation· and 
Transit Committee approved Feb. 15. 

House sponsor Rep. Jeff Bertram (DFL
Paynesville) proposed the bill (HFS2/SF33 *) 
after learning of a constituent who was told 
she had to take off her turban before her 
driver's license photograph could be taken. 
She wore the turban to cover up hair loss due 
to chemotherapy treatment for cancer. 

"It was very traumatic to her," Bertram 
said. 

Public safety employees now use their dis
cretion in letting people wear hats or a head 
covering for photographs. 

"But this would formally put it in policy," 
Bertram said. The bill also would apply to 
state-issued identification cards. 

Additionally, the bill would allow Minne
sotans with religious objections to leave their 
photographs off their state identification cards. 
Current law allows the practice for a state 
driver's license. 

The bill, approved by the Senate Feb. 9 on 
a 60-0 vote, now moves to the House floor. 

or business portion of any city or vil
lage," according to the law. While pass
ing a crosswalk within city limits, driv
ers had to gear down to four miles per 
hour. Outside of town, the speed limit 
was 25 miles per hour. The same law 
mandated auto drivers to yield to ''any 
vehicle propelled by horses" when di
rected to stop by the horsecart's driver. 

Lights were required for night driving 
and no motor vehicle was allowed on 
the road unless it had an adequate muf
fler. 

In 1907, the first license plates were 
issued. There were about 500 autos in 
the state. By 1911, thera~kshadswelled 
to 17,960. A decade later, in 1921, the 
number was nearly 333,000. 

Today, there are more than 3.5 mil
lion cars registered in Minnesota. 
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New members ... 

Swenson pledges ' ones ,In ED 

r1 I on Sense' 
When Howard Swenson (IR-Nicollet) says 

his family has had a long-time interest and 
involvement in politics, he means it. 

Rep. Howard Swenson 

Great-grandfather 
Swen Swenson was 
elected to the Legisla
ture from Nicollet 
County in 1886. Grand
father Oscar Swenson 
was elected to a House 
seat in 1913, and after 
serving 18 years, elected 
speaker in 1931 (in 

1937, he was elected to a Senate seat and 
served until 1950). 

Swen's brother, Lars Swenson, and Swen's 
son, Carl, also served in Senate. 

So when Howard Swenson won the seat 
formerly held by Darrel Mosel (DFL-Gaylord) 
and joined his brother, Rep. Doug Swenson 
(IR-Forest Lake), it brought to six the num
ber of Swensons who have served in the 
Legislature in the past 107 years 

And not only does Swenson's family have 
a long political history, he has been very 
active himself. He spent 12 years on the 
Nicollet Board of Education, 11 years on the 
Minnesota Holstein Breeders Association 
Board, and five years on the Purebred Dairy 
Cattle Association Board. 

Swenson has been a dairy farmer all his life 
and said his lifelong love has been raising 
dairy cattle. He lives on the homestead farm 
which has been in the family since Swen 
Swenson emigrated from Norway to Nicollet 
County in 1857. Howard Swenson's son, 
Paul, now does the bulk of the farm work 
while his father spends weekdays at the Capi
tol. His son is responsible for the dairy herd, 
but Swenson keeps his hand in the business 
when he's home on weekends. 

He's always been involved in the livestock 
and dairy industries. The former 4-H leader 
says having registered cattle and taking part in 
showing and selling them has made his family 
business more interesting and enjoyable. 

Swenson's local political involvements paid 
off when it came time to put an IR candidate 
against incumbent Mosel. 

"I knew other people who had been in the 
Legislature and I had some idea about how it 
worked. The opportunity seemed to be there, 
so I declared," he said. 

Political Family Tree 

Lars Swenson Swen Swenson 
Swen's brother .... -1--------l·i.. Elected to the Senate from 

Elected to the Senate from ...., -.- Nicollet Couni),' in 1887. 
Hennepin Coun!}' in 1887. Served until 1889 

Served until 1889 / ~ 

Oscar Swenson Carl Swenson 
(Swen's son) (Swen's son) 

Elected to the House from Nicollet Elected to the Senate from 
Counly: in 1913 and, after 18 years, Freeborn County in 1915 
was elected speaker in 1931. He Served until 1917 
left the House, was elected to the 

Senate in 1937 
Served until 1950. 

/ 
Dou~ Swenson 

{Oscars grandson) 
He was elected to the House in 

1987 from Forest Lake. 

Howard Swenson 
{Oscar's grandson, Doug's brother) 

He was elected to the House in 1995 from Nicollet. 

He is now serving his fifth term. 
He is se'.ving his first term. 

When Swen Swenson, who immigrated from Norway in 185 7 and settled in Nicollet County, was elected 
to the Legislature in 1887, he started a family trend that continues today. 

Swenson wants to hold down state taxes 
and slow down what he calls the "ever in
creasing growth in government." He also 
would like to have a hand in restructuring a 
workers' compensation system he says en
courages business to move to neighboring 
states due to prohibitive insurance prices. 

Swenson's campaign brochures boast in 
bright red the slogan "Honesty, Integrity, 
Common Sense." Those are the values he 
pledged to maintain if elected. The words are 
now carved in wooden block letters which sit 
on his desk. His office is also well stocked 
with photographs of his family: wife, Jane; 
daughters Julie, Janet, Nancy and Ruth; and 
son, Paul. He also proudly displays many 
photos of his farm. 

Swenson does not intend to forget he rep
resents rural interests. One of his priorities is 
to improve farm-to-market roads so agricul
tural products may be easily moved. 

Legislators from the metropolitan area need 
to be reminded farming and agribusiness are 
vital to Minnesota's economy, Swenson said. 

"I've been a farmer all my life. That's who 
I am and that's who I represent," Swenson 
said. 

In addition to a spot on the House Agricul
ture Committee, he serves on the Commerce, 
Tourism and Consumer Affairs Committee 
and on the committee's Business Regulation 

Division, and the Education Committee. 
His school board experience gives him a 

good background on educational issues. 
So far, he's found his legislative duties 

much as he anticipated, though even busier. 
"It seems like even this early in the session, 

I keep going morning until night," he said. 

- Jean Thilmany 

District 23B 

Population: 32,258 
Distribution: 14.41 percent urban; 85.59 

percent rural 
Counties: Blue Earth, Brown, Mcleod, Nicollet, 

Sibley 
Largest city: Glencoe 
Location: southcentral Minnesota 
Unemployment rate: 3.59 percent 
Residents living below poverty level: 9.06 

percent 
1992 presidential election results: 
Bush/Quayle ........................ 33.06 percent 
Clinton/Gore ........................ 32.68 percent 
Perot/Stockdale ..................... 32.77 percent 
Other: .................................. 1.49 percent 
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New members ... 

Paulsen ap lies market rinciples to government 
Erik Paulsen was working as a marketing 

analyst for a direct mail company when the 
lure of politics became irresistible. He quit 

his job in 1989 to be
come an intern in the.St. 
Paul office of former U.S. 
Sen. Rudy Boschwitz. 

The Independent-Re
pu b lican from Eden 
Prairie later put to use 
his mathematical stud-

Rep. Erik Paulsen ies at St. Olaf College in 
assisting U.S. Rep. Jim 

Ramstad on the Small Business Committee in 
Washington, D.C. Paulsen returned to Min
nesota in May 1992 to become district direc
tor of the congressman's Bloomington office. 

When former Rep. Sidney Pauly announced 
her retirement last year, Paulsen saw a "great 
opportunity to have an impact on local issues 
- issues that would affect my family and the 
area I grew up in." 

He ran a shoe leather campaign. "I knocked 
on 12,364 doors, so I'm glad that's over," he 
admits. Paulsen says he "out-hustled" a pri
mary challenger and then won a House seat 
last November at the tender age of 29. (He's 
not the youngest House member, however. 
Rep. Tim Commers, another St. Olaf alum
nus, is 28.) 

Paulsen thought at first that his "youth 
might be a liability," but he said he realized 
"more and more that it was an asset in the 
campaign." He said that constituents appre
ciated his visits and were "excited" to see him 
working hard to spread his message. 

Paulsen's legislative agenda will focus on 
improving the state's business climate, ales
son he literally learned at his grandfather's 
knee. 

"When I was growing up my grandfather 

Bribery doesn't always involve money. An 
apple will suffice. Just ask Rep. Ted Winter 
(DFL-Fulda). 

Before presenting a local bill for southwest
ern Minnesota to the House Local Government 
and Metropolitan Affairs Committee Feb. 14, 
Winter gave Chair Dee Long (DFL-Mpls) an 
apple. 

After the committee recommended his bill to 
pass, Long thanked Winter for the apple (size, 
type, and freshness unknown). 

Knowledge of the apple sent some members 
of the committee into a mock tizzy, outwardly 
whining: "How come she got an apple?" Cries of 
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owned a small manufacturing company in 
Plymouth and he always talked about work
ers' compensation costs and other impedi
ments to doing business in Minnesota," 
Paulsen recalled. 

Every year, South Dakota officials would 
visit Paulsen's grandfather to urge him to 
"move or expand" his business to the "Coyote 
State." Serving on the House Labor-Manage
ment Relations Committee will give Paulsen 
a say on the direction of workers' compensa
tion reform legislation. 

Concerning welfare reform, Paulsen said 
he would like to adapt "private marketplace 
principles" to public assistance programs. He 
would like to offer some form of bonuses for 
caseworkers "who help welfare recipients get 
jobs." He thinks that such incentives will 
motivate caseworkers to get their clients off 
the welfare rolls. 

"I think competition and accountability 
are real powerful incentives," he said. 

And like many of his Independent-Repub
lican colleagues, Paulsen said many of his 
constituents are burdened by high property 
taxes. 

"There's a myth" that people can pay high 
taxes just because they live in a "high prop
erty tax value area," said Paulsen, who repre
sents parts of Eden Prairie and Edina. He 
added that he wants to "link education fund
ing reform with tax reform." 

To hold the line on taxes, Paulsen said he 
would like to require a "super majority" -or 
60 percent vote - before any tax increase 
measure in the Legislature could be adopted. 
And he would also like to see the "super 
majority" proposal adopted as a constitu
tional amendment so legislators couldn't 
change it from year to year. (Currently, all 
that is needed in the House to approve a tax 

bribery rang through the committee room as 
well as calls for a full investigation into the 
scandal. 

"An apple a day makes the bills pass right 
away," Winter joked as he rushed out the door. 

Should legislators have to pass a physical 
fitness test before they propose a new or pro
posed trail system? 

Rep. Virgil Johnson (IR-Caledonia) presented 

bill is 68 votes; half of the 134-member 
House is 67). 

Away from the Legislature and politics, 
Paulsen's "number one thing" is spending 
time at home with his wife and young daugh
ter. He also enjoys cross-country skiing, hik
ing, camping, and late night broomball games 
with friends from St. Olaf. 

The legislative session, so far, is going too 
slowly for Paulsen's taste. Most committee 
meetings are consumed with overviews of 
state departments, agencies, and boards, so 
he's waiting for the real action to start. He 
contrasts the slow pace at the Legislature 
with the new Congress, where lawmakers 
bolt out of the starting blocks "from day one." 

Paulsen knows that the pace will pick up, 
and he's encouraged by the commitment to 
"real change" he finds, especially among the 
first-term representatives - "both the Re
publicans and the Democrats." 

Paulsen says he sees "some real opportuni
ties in the Legislature this year to get some 
things done. That's what people really want." 

- Mordecai Specktor 

District 42B 

Population: 32,285 
Distribution: 100 percent urban 
County: Hennepin 
Largest city: Edina 
Location: southwestern Metro 
Unemployment rate: 3.58 percent 
Residents living below poverty level: 3.60 

percent 
1992 presidential election results: 
Bush/Quayle ................... 43.51 percent 
Clinton/Gore ................... 32.78 percent 
Perot/Stockdale ................ 22. 98 percent 
Other: ............................. 0.73 percent 

a bill before the House Environment and Natu
ral Resources Committee Feb. 15 to extend the 
Blufflands Trail System to include the towns of 
Minnesota City, Rollingstone, Altura, Lewiston, 
Utica, St. Charles, and Elba in southeastern 
Minnesota. 

As the measure sailed through the commit -
tee, Rep. Steve Trimble (DFL-St. Paul) offered 
his conditional support to the bill's sponsor: "I'll 
vote for it if Rep.Johnson promises to walk from 
Minnesota City to Elba." 

"That's asking a lot from a fat old man, but I'll 
try," Johnson replied. 
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In the Hopper . .. Feb. 10 - 16, 1995 

H!l lntr 
Monday, Feb. l J 

HF531-Entenza (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Airbag passive restraint system repair and resto
ration regulated. 

HF532-McCollum (DFL) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Persian Gulf War veteran bonus payments per
mitted and constitutional amendment proposed. 

HF533-Bertram (DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Eden Lake township annexed to the Paynesville 
area hospital district. 

HF534-Haas (IR) 
Judiciary 
Fleeing a peace officer by means of a motor 
vehicle provided felony penalty. 

HF535-Haa$ (IR) 
Judiciary 
Criminals prohibited from recovering damages 
for injuries sustained during criminal conduct. 

HF536-Entenza (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Residential building contractor license require
ments modified, garage defined, and license ex
emption provided for Habitat For Humanity vol
unteers. 

HF537-Bertram (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Teacher Retirement Association member pro
vided military service credit purchase for military 
service during the Vietnam War prior to 1nitial 
employment as a teacher. 

HF538-McGuire (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Secretary of state authorized access to individu
als' social security numbers in certain circum
stances. 

HF539-Garcia (DFL) 
Education 
Technology support aid provided to school dis
tricts, and money appropriated for Internet ac
cess. 

HF540-Davids (IR) 
Education 
Independent school district Nos. 228, Harmony, 
and 233, Preston-Fountain, provided debt equal
ization determination. 

HF541-Johnson, R. (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Public pension plan member pension guarantee 
provided, and postretirement benefits limited. 

HF542-Pellow (IR) 
Governmental Operations 
Lawful purpose expenditures by or to tax exempt 
organizations regulated. 

HF543-Ness (IR) 
Education 
School districts authorized to lease buildings or 
land for administrative purposes, and lease pay
ment levy authority granted pending approval of 
education commissioner. 

HF544-Hasskamp (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Informal probate guide prepared by state court 
administrator, and money appropriated. 

HF545-Hasskamp (DFL) 
Education 
Minimum guaranteed aid provided to school 
districts. 

HF546-McGuire (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Child abuse victim videotape release limited. 

HF547-Larsen (IR) 
Health & Human Services 
Dental services and goods exempted from the 
MinnesotaCare provider tax. 

HF548-Davids (IR) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
State primary election date changed. 

HF549-Davids (IR) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
State primary election date changed, and precinct 
caucus system eliminated. 

HF550-Bishop (IR) 
Judiciary 
Sentencing guidelines modifications provided for 
certain violent crimes. 

HF551-Ness (IR) 
Education 
School district referendum levy notice wording 
clarified. 

HF552-Mulder (IR) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Split Rock Creek State Park in Pipestone County 
provided territory addition. 

HF553-Vickerman (IR) 
Education 
Independent School District No. 85, Springfield, 
debt service aid eligibility authorized. 

HF554-Entenza (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Securities broker-dealer, agent, or investment 
advisor licensee enforcement actions regulated, 
and investment metal definition modified. 

HF555-Smith (IR) 
Judiciary 

HF 531 -HF71 9 

Civil action plaintiff administrative cost assess
ment and payment required. 

HF556-Davids (IR) 
Health & Human Services 
Abortion; Woman's right to know act adopted. 

HF557-Pugh (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Administration commissioner opinion issuance 
authority, and data treatment clarified. 

HF558-Cooper (DFL) 
Education 
Independent School District No. 2190, Granite 
Falls-Clarkfield-Echo, swimming pool operation 
levy authorized. 

HF559-Carruthers (DFL) 
Judiciary Finance 
Northwest Community Law Enforcement Project 
in Hennepin County appropriated money. 

HF560-Knight (IR) 
Taxes 
Property tax rate freeze provided for homeown
ers age 65 or older. 

HF56 l-Knight (IR) 
Taxes 
Property tax proposal truth in taxation notice 
mailing date changed. 

HF562-Knight (IR) 
Education 
Minneapolis and St. Paul parental choice pro
gram established, authorizing attendance at pri
vate schools free of charge, and money appropri
ated. 

HF563-Tunheim (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources Finance 
Beaver Damage Control Joint Powers Board ap
propriated money. 

HF564-Mahon (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Peace officers granted notary public powers for 
the administration of oaths upon information 
submitted to establish probable cause. 

HF565-Mariani (DF'L) 
Housing 
Metropolitan Council federal Section 8 Housing 
Program operation authorized. 

HF566-0sskopp (IR) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Persian Gulf War veteran bonus payments per
mitted, bonus program established, penalty im
posed, money appropriated, and constitutional 
amendment proposed. 
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HF567-Dawkins (DFL) 
Taxes 
Hospital and health care provider tax data disclo
sure provided to state Department of Human 
Services commissioner and U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

HF568-Frerichs (IR) 
Transportation & Transit 
Eye protection required for motorcycle riders. 

HF569-0patz (DFL) 
Education 
Independent School District No. 742, St. Cloud, 
authorized to transfer funds from the general 
fund to the capital expenditure fund for instruc
tional technology purposes. 

HF570-Davids {IR) 
Financial Institutions & Insurance 
Crop hail insurance rate filing date changed. 

HF571-Wolf (IR) 
Taxes 
Cargo vans exempted from rental motor vehicle 
tax. 

HF572-Peterson (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
National pollution discharge elimination system 
permit fees limited .. 

HF573-Wolf (IR) 
Taxes 
Grass seed, fertilizer, and lawn chemicals consid
ered purchases for resale in certain cases for 
taxation purposes. 

HF57 4-Pugh (DFL) · 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Securities registration provisions modified. 

HF575-Erhardt (IR) 
Transportation and Trans it 
Motor vehicle transfer notification by buyer re
quired within ten days of purchase, and fees and 
penalties imposed. 

HF576-Tompkins (IR) 
Governmental Operations 
Lottery advertising prohibited, state department 
and agency advertising restricted, and penalties 
provided. 

HF577-Bertram (DFL) 
Taxes 
Brooten tax increment financing district exempted 
from the LGA/HACA offset; and sales tax exemp
tion provided for building materials used in 
certain agricultural processing facilities. 

HF578-Opatz (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Executive agency compensation savings use re
stricted. 

HF579-Tompkins (IR) 
Health & Human Services 
MinnesotaCare regulated all-payer option elimi
nated. 
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HF580-Sviggum (IR) 
Environment & Natural Resources Finance 
Environmental trust fund and future resources 
fund money availability expanded, Legislative 
Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR) 
eliminated, and money appropriated. 

HF581-Johnson, V. (IR) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Forest resources council and forest resources 
research advisory committee established to coor
dinate forest resource management, use, and 
development. 

HF582-Clark (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Human services anti-poverty measures provided; 
AFDC grants provided ,GA, GAMC, and STRIDE 
provisions modified, working family credit, mini
mum wage, sales tax, and child care cost provi
sions modified, and money appropriated. 

HF583-Jaros (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Sports pool lottery games established; human 
resources account created in the general fund; 
community health clinic and food shelf grants 
provided; and money appropriated. 

HF584-Goodno (IR) 
Judiciary 
Department of Human Rights data classification 
provisions modified. 

HF585-Orfield (DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Metropolitan government obsolete references 
removed and language clarified. 

HF586-Bertram (DFL) 
Transportation & Transit 
Impound lots authorized to sell and dispose of 
unauthorized, abandoned, and junk vehicles. 

HF587-Davids (IR) 
Governmental Operations 
Unicameral legislature provided with 135 mem
bers, and constitutional amendment proposed. 

HF588-Wejcman (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Inmate claims hearings legislative authority ex
panded. 

HF589-Leppik (IR) 
Judiciary 
Medical malpractice; health care provider profes
sional negligence actions regulated, limitations 
provided on noneconomic losses, attorney's fees, 
and damages, and waiver of privilege for health 
care providers established. 

HF590-Trimble (DFL) 
International Trade & Economic Development 
Agricultural trade promotion duties transferred 
to Department of Ag1iculture, regional trade cen
ters authorized, and money appropriated. 

HF591-Simoneau (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Health carrier regulation duties transferred to the 
Department of Commerce. 

HF592-Simoneau (DFL) 
Ethics 
Public official gift restriction provisions modi
fied. 

HF593-Tunheim (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Wetland management and protection provisions 
modified. · 

HF594-Smith (IR) 
Rules & Legislative Administration 
Budget; Congress memorialized to ratify bal
anced budget amendment to the U.S. Constitu
tion. 

HF595-0sskopp (IR) 
Governmental Operations 
Finance commissioner granted authority over 
debts owed to the state. 

HF596-Larsen (IR) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Local government pay equity law noncompliance 
penalties modified. 

HF597-Kelley (DFL) 
Local Government & Metro Affairs 
Metropolitan public safety radio communica
tions systems coordination and consolidation 
provided; 911 emergency telephone service fee 
use authorized, and 
bonds issued. 

HF598-Greenfield (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Vulnerable Adults Reporting Act modified, and 
penalties provided. 

HF599-Leppik (IR) 
Transportation & Transit 
Passenger automobile depreciation schedules 
modified for taxation purposes, and gasoline and 
special fuel tax increased. 

HF600-Greenfield (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Medical Assistance Program trust treatment and 
enforceability provisions modified. 

HF601-Greenfield (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Human services child care and Aid to Families 
,vith Dependent Children (AFDC) waiver re
quest provided, standard of need raised, and 
money appropriated. 

HF602-Winter (DFL) 
Taxes . 
Omnibus tax bill providing tax policy, collec
tions, administrative changes, and penalties. 

HF603-Milbert (DFL) 
Taxes 
Omnibus Department of Revenue tax bill provid
ing technical corrections, administrative changes, 
and clarifications. 

HF604-Pugh (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Uniform transfer of litigation act adopted. 

• 
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HF605-Knight (IR) 
Education 
Parental rights affirmed to direct the upbringing 
and education of their children, and constitu
tional amendment proposed. 

HF606-Solberg (DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Nashwauk area ambulance district local approval 
requirements modified. 

HF607-Greenfield (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Nursing facility plant and maintenance cost ad
justment provided. 

HF608-Jennings (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Nursing facility maximum efficiency incentive 
per diem payment adjusted. 

HF609-0rfield (DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Metropolitan Council made an elective body and 
provided public campaign financing, and penal
ties imposed. 

HF6 l 0-Farrell (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Truancy prevention and school safety projects 
appropriated money. 

HF6 l l -Leppik (IR) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Interstate Highway No. 394 construction restric
tions abolished. 

Thursday, Feb. 16 

HF6 l 2-Cooper (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Prescription drug prescribers provided equal treat
ment. 

HF6 l 3-Hugoson (IR) 
Agriculture 
Agricultural Utilization Research Institute Board 
of Directors to include Department of Agriculture 
commissioner. 

HF6 l 4-Cooper (DFL) 
Agriculture 
Passing on the farm center established at South
west Technical College in Granite Falls, and 
money appropriated. 

HF6 l 5-Girard (IR) 
Labor-Management Relations 
Prevailing wage payment requirement eliminated 
on state government contracted projects. 

HF6 l 6-Jennings (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism and Consumer Affairs 
Accounting firm licensure by Board of Accoun
tancy provided, licensing and disciplinary re
quirements modified, practice entities regulated, 
and money appropriated. 

HF6 l 7_;_Johnson, R. (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Teachers Retirement Association administration 
and benefit practices modified. 

HF6 l 8-Lourey (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Intermediate care facilities for the mentally re
tarded maximum efficiency incentives increased. 

HF6 l 9-Lourey (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Nursing facility efficiency incentives modified. 

HF620-Jacobs (DFL) 
Regulated Industries & Energy 
Telephone company alternative regulation pro
vided for limited periods, local exchange service 
competition promoted, and technical provisions 
modified. 

HF62 l -Lieder (DFL) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Caucus and voter guides prepared and distrib
uted by secretary of state, and money appropri
ated. 

HF622-Tunheim (DFL) 
Agriculture 
Wetland management and protection provisions 
modified. 

HF623-Tomassoni (DFL) 
Financial Institutions & Insurance 
Life insurance policy replacement information 
disclosure requirements established, and form 
provided. 

HF624-Ostrom (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Public employees running for elective office pro
vided leave of absence. 

HF625-0renstein (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Debt collection entity established within the De
partment of Revenue, duties and powers im
posed, data disclosure provided, collection pen
alty imposed, and money appropriated. 

HF626-Hausman (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Environmental education council established, 
state plan for environmental education develop
ment required, and money appropriated. 

HF627-Huntley (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Labor-Management Council employee or officer 
provided elective individual paid insurance and 
benefit eligibility. 

HF628-Bishop (IR) 
Judiciary 
Parental right termination; presumption of re
fusal or neglect of parental duties created. 

HF629-Van Engen (IR) 
Judiciary Finance , 
Prairie Lakes Juvenile Detention Center bond 
issuance and appropriation provided for elevator 
installation. 

HF630-Macklin (IR) 
Taxes 
Agricultural tax credits provided, used farm ma
chinery sales tax exemption made permanent, 
political contribution refund eliminated, local 

government flexibility and accountability pro
vided, and money appropriated. 

HF63 l -Clark (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Prescription drug price negotiation authority 
granted to Department of Administration, state
wide drug formulary established, and pharma
cists required to post signs relating to generic 
drug substitution. 

HF632-Van Engen (IR) 
Judiciary 
Grocery store and delicatessen civil liability lim
ited related to food donations to the elderly or 
needy. 

HF633-Skoglund (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Indecent exposure in the presence of a child 
under the age of 16 penalties increased. 

HF634-Greenfield (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Long-term care demonstration projects estab
lished, and money appropriated. 

HF635-Rhodes (IR) 
Transportation & Transit 
Motor vehicle base value determination provided 
for taxation purposes. 

HF636-Erhardt (IR) 
Taxes 
Noncommercial seasonal residential recreational 
property tax class rates reduced. 

HF637-Jennings (DFL) 
Taxes 
Electric power generation facility market value 
taxation exclusion provided based on facility 
efficiency. 

HF638-Jennings (DFL) 
Regulated Industries & Energy 
Power Plant Siting Act exemption provided for 
cogeneration plants, and local siting regulations 
for cogeneration plants preempted. 

HF639-Jennings (DFL) 
Regulated Industries & Energy 
Cogeneration plants exempted from the certifi
cate of need process, and federal right waiver 
required. 

HF640-Murphy (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Registered property adverse claims notice re
quirements modified. 

HF64 l -Brown (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Land use request response by government enti
ties provided time limitation. 

HF642-Winter (DFL) 
Labor-Management Relations 
Workers' compensation insurance regulation and 
benefits modified, and money appropriated. 

HF643-Bishop (IR) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Water quality best management practices assess-
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ment required, well sealing cost share grants 
increased, and money appropriated. 

HF644-Peterson (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Firearms; right to keep and bear arms not abridged 
and constitutional amendment proposed. 

HF645-McGuire (DFL) 
Regulated Industries & Energy 
Beer keg identification standards established by 
public safety commissioner, and beer retailers 
required to maintain records of keg sales and 
record keg identification numbers. 

HF646-Bishop {IR) 
Judiciary Finance 
Peace officer firearms use report required annu
ally by public safety commissioner. 

HF647-Jefferson (DFL) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Employees provided time off to vote in special 
legislative elections. 

HF648-Pugh (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Court referee office abolished, judgeships estab
lished to replace referees, and money appropri
ated. 

HF649-Jaros (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Designer selection state board membership in
creased, and representation from each congres
sional district required. 

HF650-Long (DFL) 
Taxes 
Noncommercial seasonal recreational residential 
property tax class rates reduced. 

HF651-Macklin {IR) 
Judiciary 
Uniform probate code provisions modified, safe 
deposit box search authority expanded, division 
and merger of trusts provisions modified, and 
power-of-attorney granted to spouses in certain 
cases. 

HF652-Kraus {IR) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Glenville and Albert Lea tax increment financing 
districts established, and Albert Lea tax incre
ment financing district exempted from certain 
aid restrictions. 

HF653-Perlt {DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Oakdale tax increment financing districts ex
empted from certain restrictions. 

HF654-Lieder (DFL) 
Transportation & Trans it 
Town board authority clarified to alter or vacate 
town roads dedicated by plat. 

HF655-Dehler {IR) 
Governmental Operations 
Dice use allowed in licensed liquor establish
ments for deciding payment for alcoholic bever
ages, food, or other lawfully sold items. 
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HF656-Entenza (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Equal rights provided to men and women, and 
constitutional amendment proposed. 

HF657-Simoneau {DFL) 
Financial Institutions & Insurance 
No-fault automobile insurance damage limita
tion provided for noneconomic detriment. 

HF658-Smith {IR) 
Education 
Education mandates removed unless funding is 
provided. 

HF659-Dehler {IR) 
Judiciary 
Fleeing a peace officer by means of a motor 
vehicle in a dangerous manner provided felony 
penalty. 

HF660-Dehler {IR) 
Governmental Operations 
Lawful purpose expenditures; gross profit expen
diture increase provided for items not directly 
related to the conduct of lawful gambling. 

HF66 l-Murphy (DFL) 
Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs 
Restraint of trade sales discrimination law price 
markup provisions repealed. 

HF662-Simoneau {DFL) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Precinct caucus date changed; major party candi
dates required to provide proof of party support 
before being listed on ballot; endorsed candi
dates permitted to include endorsement on par
tisan primary ballot; state primary date changed. 

HF663-Tomassoni (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Firearms; right to keep and bear arms not abridged 
and constitutional amendment proposed. 

HF664-Jefferson {DFL) 
Housing 
Manufactured home parks barred from prohibit
ing senior citizens from keeping pet dogs, cats 
and birds. 

HF665-Pawlenty {IR) 
Education 
Campus closure and reorganization commission 
established, and money approrpiated. 

HF666-Entenza (DFL) 
Taxes 
Cottage and camp use of federal land provided 
property tax exemption. 

HF667-Long (DFL) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Campaign finance spending limit and public 
subsidy provisions modified. 

HF668-Tuma (IR) 
Health & Human Services 
Psychologist licensure written declaration of in
tent requirement eliminated for persons with a 
master's degree seeking psychologist licensure. 

HF669-Pugh (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Survivor benefit payment prohibited to survivor 
who has feloniously caused the; death of a mem
ber of a public pension plan. 

HF670-Pelowski (DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Winona County authorized to negotiate and en
ter into a contract with Winona County Develop
mental Achievement Center. 

HF671-Anderson, R. (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Volunteer services for retired senior citizens, 
Fo~ter Grandparent Program, and Senior Com
panion Program expanded, and money appropri
ated. 

HF672-Wagenius (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Waste Management Act provisions modified. 

HF673-Huntley (DFL) 
Financial Institutions & Insurance 
Risk-based capital for insurers regulated, and 
NAIC model act adopted. 

HF67 4-0lson, E. (DFL) 
Education 
North Central Minnesota Educational Television 
Consortium authorized a grant to establish an 
interactive television network. 

HF675-Knight {IR) 
Judiciary 
DWI; maximum allowable blood alcohol level 
lowered for operation of motor vehicles, snow
mobiles, and motorboats, and while hunting. 

HF67 6-McGuire (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Inmates allowed to continue caring for their 
children who have special needs through the 
Work Release Program. 

HF677-Tomassoni (DFL) 
Financial Institutions & Insurance 
Insurance coverage regulated, and notice provi
sions, enforcement provisions, fees, and licenses 
modified, and technical changes provided. 

HF678-Clark (DFL) 
Education 
Language interpretation model instruction pro
gram established, and money appropriated. 

HF679-Winter (DFL) 
Education 
Independent School _District No. 518, 
Worthington, residential program operation ex
tension provided. 

HF680-Huntley (DFL) 
Taxes 
Home rule charter cities authorized to issue tax 
anticipation certificates. 

HF681-Miibert (DFL) 
Transportation & Trans it 
Legislative Route No. 115 in Inver Grove Heights 
noise barrier construction required. 
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HF682-Carruthers (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Health plan carrier organizational provisions 
modified. 

HF683-Milbert (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Small game hunting provisions modified, pro
tected wild animal classification expanded, trap
ping and fishing restrictions modified, fishing 
season opening and closing dates adjusted, and 
commercial fish license provisions modified. 

HF684-Van Engen (IR) 
Taxes 
Recreational property occupied by a relative home
stead qualification time period reduced. 

HF685-Simoneau (DFL) 
Labor-Management Relations 
Workers' compensation self-insurance provisions 
modified. 

HF686-Lourey (DFL) . 
Health & Human Services 
MinnesotaCare; comprehensive health associa
tion coverage portability provided, small em
ployer market provisions modified, premium 
billing practices regulated, and family coverage 
provisions modified. 

HF687-Lourey (DFL) 
Financial Institutions & Insurance 
Medicare supplement policy grace periods regu
lated. 

HF688-Dauner (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Teachers Retirement Association member granted 
disability benefit payment. 

HF689-Pugh (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
West St. Paul Police Relief Association deceased 
member spouse benefit eligibility provided. 

HF690-Cooper (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
University of Minnesota-Duluth Medical Educa
tion Program expanded, Federal Area Health 
Education Center Program grant request required, 
physician substitute demonstration project es
tablished, physician associate program, money 
appropriated. 

HF691-Koppendrayer (IR) 
Education 
Teacher contract procedure modified. 

HF692-Jennings (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Medical Assistance transportation service reim
bursement rates adjusted. 

HF693-Dehler (IR) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Polling place campaign sign posting regulations 
cla.rified. 

HF694-Huntley (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
Human services child care programs and county 
contribution provisions modified. 

HF695-Solberg (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Higher education employee labor contracts rati
fied. 

HF696-Wagenius (DFL) 
Education 
Compulsory education requirements modified 
for children under the age of seven. 

HF697-Simoneau (DFL) 
Financial Institutions & Insurance 
Long-term care insurance policy sale require
ments modified. 

HF698-McCollum (DFL) 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs 
& Elections 
Veterans Homes Board duties modified, and Sil
ver Bay Veterans Home Dementia Unit expansion 
provided. 

HF699-Smith (IR) 
Transportation & Transit 
County board natural preservation route deci
sion appeals. allowed. 

HF700-Pugh (DFL) 
Local Government& Metro Affairs 
Dakota County appropriated money for airport 
planning cost reimbursement. 

HF701-Pugh (DFL) 
Judiciary Finance 
Administrative law judges salaries set. 

HF702-Lieder (DFL) 
Education 
School safety patrols authorized to include 
nonpupil adults as members. 

HF703-Tomassoni (DFL) 
Judiciary 
Male responsibility and fathering grant program 
established, and money appropriated. 

HF704-Marko (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Public contracts for consultant services require
ments modified. 

HF705-Mares (IR) 
Education 
Children and education services department es
tablished and money appropriated. 

HF706-Huntley (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources Finance 
Duluth; Hartley Nature Center appropriated 
money for improvements. 

HF707-Bettermann (IR) 
Education 
Higher Education Coordinating Board, state col
leges and universities, and University of Minne
sota appropriated money. 

HF708-Huntley (DFL) 
Health & Human Services 
MinnesotaCare regulated all-payer option re
pealed, and tax payment procedures modified. 

HF709-Tunheim (DFL) 
Governmental Operations . 
Civil cause of action provided for property value 
reduction as a result of government action, and 
attorney general required to review proposed 
rules relating to taking property. 

HF710-Carruthers (DFL) 
Education 
Education general formula allowance, training 
and experience revenue, and transportation rev-
enue increased. · 

HF711-Carruthers (DFL) 
Education 
School district tax abatement state aid modified. 

HF71 2-Luther (DFL) 
Housing 
Brooklyn Park rental tax equity pilot project 
established, and money appropriated. 

HF713-Winter (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Feedlot regulatory authority granted to local gov
ernments. 

HF714-Clark (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Indian Affairs Council to report on potentially 
offensive place names. 

HF715-Schumacher (DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Town board adoption of recorded town road 
map damages paid to property owners. 

HF716-0lson, E. (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Civil cause of action provided for property value 
reduction as a result of government action, and 
attorney general required to review rules relating 
to taking property. 

HF717-Cooper (DFL) 
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs 
Town roads crossing state lands official confirma
tion provided. 

HF71 8-Johnson, R. (DFL) 
Governmental Operations 
Civil cause of action provided for property value 
reduction as a result of government action, and 
attorney general required to review proposed 
rules relating to taking property. 

HF719-Davids (IR) 
Governmental Operations 
Civil cause of action provided for property value 
reduction as a result of government action, and 
attorney general required to review proposed 
rules relating to taking property. 
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Coming Up Next Week Feb. 20 - 24, 1995 

Schedule is subject to change. 
For information updates, call House 
Calls at (612) 296-9283. All meetings 
are open to the public. 

MONDAY, Feb. 20 

8a.m. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
INFRASTRUCTURE & 
REGULATION FINANCE 
300N State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Jim Rice 
Agenda: Minnesota Transportation Museum. 
Board of Architects, Land Survey and Land
scape Architecture. Minnesota State Board of 
Accountancy. Minnesota Association of Cen
ters for Independent Living. 

K--12 Education Finance Division/ 
EDUCATION 
5 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson 
Agenda: Analysis of Article 6 in governor's 
budget recommendations. , 

Property Tax & 
Tax Increment Financing Division/TAXES 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Ted Winter 
Agenda: HF82 (Vickerman) Springfield autho
rized to establish a tax increment financing 
district for agricultural production facility 
expansion. 
HFl00 (Brown) Morris authorized to enlarge 
an existing tax increment financing district. 
HF131 (Peterson) Ethanol project increment 
increase provided. 
HFl 48 (Simoneau) Columbia Heights tax in
crement financing district exempted from LGA/ 
HACA offset. 
HF 1 73 (Pelowski) Winona lodging tax revenue 
use provisions modified. 
HF183 (Peterson) Swift County authorized to 
establish a rural development finance authority. 
HF433 (Winter) Windom tax increment fi
nancing district exempted from certain 
restrictions. 

University of Minnesota Finance Division/ 
EDUCATION 
300S State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Becky Kelso 
Agenda: University 2000 discussion, Matthew 
V. Tirrell; Earle E. Bakken, chair, Biomedical 
Engineering, University of Minnesota. 
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8:30 a.m. 

Health & Human Services Finance Division/ 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Lee Greenfield 
Agenda: Continuation of overview of governor's 
budget recommendations by the Department of 
Human Services. 

lOa.m. 

AGRICULTURE 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Steve Wenzel 
Agenda: Fertilizer price increases. Testimony 
from fertilizer producers and wholesalers. 

JUDICIARY 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Wes Skoglund 
Agenda: HF471 (Greenfield) Seat belt viola
tions; peace officers authorized to stop drivers 
and issue citations for seat belt violations with
out first observing a moving violation. 
HF125 (Bishop) Inmates prohibited from ap
plying for name changes more than once a year. 
HF136 (Clark) Forcible entry and unlawful 
detainer court filing fee refund provided. 

REGULATED INDUSTRIES & ENERGY 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Joel Jacobs 
Agenda: Department of Public Service tele- . 
communications bill. 
HFXXX Qacobs) Allowing for alternative regu
lation of telephone companies for a four-year 
period; authorizing rulemaking to promote fair 
and reasonable competition for local exchange 
service. 

12:30 p.m. 

HOUSING 
SOOS State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Karen Clark 
Agenda: HF506 ( Clark) Lead abatement provi
sions modified and recodified, and money ap
propriated. 
HF323 (Dawkins) Landlord deemed billpayer 
and customer of record on utility accounts in 
single-metered multi-unit residential buildings. 
HF467 (Wejcman) Housing inspection cause of 
action for damages limited. 

LABOR-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Bob Johnson 
Agenda: 16-point plan presented to the Work
ers' Compensation Advisory Council. 

Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs/ 
GENERAL LEGISLATION, 
VETERANS AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS 
300N State Office Building 
Chrs. Reps. Betty McCollum, Joe Opatz 
Agenda: HF566 (Osskopp) Persian Gulf War 
veteran bonus payments permitted, bonus pro
gram established, penalty imposed, money ap
propriated, and constitutional amendment 
proposed. 
HFl 72 (Hackbarth) Veterans homes board of 
directors expense allowance authorized. 
HFl 71 (Rostberg) Veterans homes resources 
account fund use authority clarified. 
HF532 (Mccollum) Persian Gulf War veteran 
bonus payments permitted and constitutional 
amendment proposed. 
HFXXX (Mccollum) Silver Bay Dementia Unit 
expansion. 

2:30 p.m. 

The House will meet in Session. 

4p.m. 

Reports, Mandates, Litigation and Free 
Speech Issues Working Groupzjoint Higher 
Education Finance Division and University 
of Minnesota Finance Division/EDUCATION 
300S State Office Building 
Chrs. Reps. Tony Kinkel, Becky Kelso 
Agenda: To be announced. 

TUESDAY, Feb. 21 

8a.m. 

EDUCATION 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Lyndon Carlson 
Agenda: SF188 (Samuelson); HFl 46 (Has
skamp) Brainerd Technical College appropria
tion use authorized for athletic facility 
relocation. 
HF 610 (Farrell) Truancy prevention and school 
safety projects appropriated money. 

•~ 



• 
JUDICIARY FINANCE 
SOON State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy 
Agenda: Public defense deficiency bill. Out of 
home placement. 

MinnesotaCare Finance Division/ 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Roger Cooper 
Agenda: Continuation of presentation of 
governor's 1996-97 biennial budget recom
mendations for MinnesotaCare, Minnesota De
partment of Human Services. 

Transportation Finance Division/ 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
INFRASTRUCTURE & 
REGULATION FINANCE 
SOOS State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Bernie Lieder 
Agenda: Continuation of MnDOT budget pre
sentation. 

8:30 a.m. 

ENVIRONMENT & 
NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown 
Agenda: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
budget presentation, Charles Williams, com
missioner; Ann Glumac, deputy commissioner. 

lOa.m. 

Financial Aid and Tuition Policy Working 
Group/} oint Higher Education Finance Divi
sion and University of Minnesota Finance 
Division/EDUCATION 
300S State Office Building 
Chrs. Reps. Tony Kinkel, Becky Kelso 
Agenda: To be announced. 

Subcommittee on Administrative Rules/ 
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS · 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Mindy Greiling 
Agenda: Preliminary review of draft of the 
Omnibus Administrative Rules bill. 

TAXES 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Ann H. Rest 
Agenda: HFXXX Governor's tax bill. 

12:30 p.m. 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT 
SOON State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Henry Kalis 
Agenda: Department of Administration pre
sentations: Capital Asset Preservation and Re
placement Account (CAPRA); rent study. 

COMMERCE, TOURISM & 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. John Sama 
Agenda: HF44 l Qennings) Business license 
electronic filing and retrieval provided, and 
money appropriated. 
HF399 (Perlt) Secretary of state; filings regu
lated, and service of process provisions 
specified. 
HF457 (Perlt) Mortgage loan negotiator and 
mortgage broker regulatory provisions 
modified. 
HF536 (Entenza) Residential building contrac
tor license requirements modified, garage de
fined, and license exemption provided for Habi
tat For Humanity volunteers. 
HF554 (Entenza) Securities broker-dealer, 
agent, or investment advisor licensee enforce
ment actions regulated, and investment metal 
definition modified. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT & 
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS 
200 State Office Building 
Chr...Rep. Dee Long 
Agenda: HF162 (Bertram) Steams County re
quired to pay refund to Melrose for money 
received for property acquisition. 
Hf 57 ( Onnen) Cemetery maintenance employ
ment relationship and local government liabil
ity provisions specified. 
HF397 (Dempsey) Hastings tax increment fi
nancing district modified. 
HF305 (Cooper) Local government financial 
audit provisions clarified. 
HF449 (Mulder) Pipestone County bond issu
ance authorized for county courthouse repair. 
HF362 (Bertram) Town boards authorized to 
establish petty cash loan fund for claims pay
ment. 
HF420 Qennings) Municipal drainage authori
ties required to maintain town road bridges and 
culverts constructed on drainage systems. (If 
time permits.) 

2:30 p.m. 

Government Efficiency & 
Oversight Division/WAYS & MEANS 
SOOS State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Howard Orenstein 
Agenda: HF488 (Cooper) Relating to petro
leum tank release clean-up fund. 

6p.m. 

Legislative Commission on the 
Economic Status of Women 
224 State Capitol 
Chr. Sen. Janet]ohnson 
Agenda: Approval ofbudget. Legislative issues. 
Other commission business. 

7p.m. 

Higher Education Finance Division/ 
EDUCATION 
Voyager Room, Atwood Center, St. Cloud State 
University 
Chr. Rep. Tony Kinkel 
Agenda: Testimony from students·, faculty, staff, 
administration, and community members on 
financial aid; developmental education; reports, 
mandates, litigation and free speech issues; 
caps and the effect on institutions; telecommu
nications enhancements and updates. 

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 22 

Sa.m. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
INFRASTRUCTURE & 
REGULATION FINANCE 
300N State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Jim Rice 
Agenda: Housing Finance Agency. Senior Hous
ing Inc. 

Higher Education Finance Division/ 
EDUCATION 
300S State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Tony Kinkel 
Agenda: Minnesota Community College Stu
dentAssociation testimony, Chris Lynch, presi
dent, MCCSA; Brian Clonkey, legislative direc
tor, MCCSA. Continued discussion of governor's 
budget proposal and merger, Ed McMahon, 
vice chancellor, Administration and Budget, 
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities;Judy 
Borgen, assistant vice chancellor, Finance, Min
nesota State University System; Jay Noren, in
terim chancellor, Higher Education Board. 

Health & Human Services Finance Division/ 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Lee Greenfield 
Agenda: Minnesota Healthy Mothers, Healthy 
Babies Coalition response to the governor's 
proposed budget as it relates to the coalition's 
legislative agenda. 

Sales & Income Tax Division/TAXES 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Bob Milbert 
Agenda: Hf 59 (Bertram) Used farm machinery 
sales tax exemption extended permanently. 
HF 65 (Luther) Dependent care income tax credit 
provisions modified. 
HF23 7 ( 0 lson, E.) Veterinarians exempted from 
sales tax for horse and agricultural production 
animal care material purchases. 
HF518 (Rest) Dependent care income tax pro
visions modified. 
HF573 (WolD Grass seed, fertilizer, and lawn 
chemicals considered purchases for resale in 
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certain cases for taxation purposes. 
HF577 (Bertram) Brooten tax increment fi
nancing district exempted from the LGNHACA 
offset; and sales tax exemption provided for 
building materials used in certain agricultural 
processing facilities. 

8:30 a.m. 

ENVIRONMENT & 
NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown 
Agenda: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
budget presentation. 

lOa.m. 

ENVIRONMENT & 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Willard Munger 
Agenda: Testimony on environmental issues 
by Bob Dunn, former Environmental Quality 
Board chair. Overview of Legislative Commis
sion on Minnesota Resources, John Yelin, 
director. 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
& INSURANCE 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Wayne Simoneau 
Agenda: HF313 (Hackbarth) Gross premium 
insurance company tax rates changed. 
Other bills may be added. 

JUDICIARY 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Wes Skoglund 
Agenda: Any bill not completed during Feb. 
20th meeting. 
HF72 ( Greiling) Residential rental building and 
manufactured home park managers and care
takers required to undergo criminal background 
checks, and landlord requirements and notice 
specifications provided. 
Other bills to be announced. 

12:30 p.m. 

Business Regulation Division/ 
COMMERCE, TOURISM & 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
SOON State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Loren Jennings 
Agenda: HF215 (Greiling) Governor autho
rized to veto certain rules and terminate rule 
proceedings. 
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2p.m. 

Advisory Council on Gambling 
112 State Capitol 
Chr. Harry W. Balzer 
Agenda: Legislative update, Patrick McCormack 
and John Williams. Discussion of socio-eco
nomic model. Discussion of gambling policy 
development. 

4p.m. 

University of Minnesota Finance Division/ 
EDUCATION 
300S State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Becky Kelso 
Agenda: Mayo medical budget overview, Bur
ton Sandok, M.D., dean, Mayo Medical School; 
Thomas Harman, M.D., chair, Department of 
Family Medicine, Mayo Foundation; Martha 
Carey, administrative assistant, Academic Af
fairs, Mayo Medical School. High Technology 
Council presentation. University of Minnesota 
student body presentation: Tom Kleven, Uni
versity of Minnesota-Crookston; Eric Newell, 
University of Minnesota-Morris; Susan Schultz, 
University of Minnesota-Duluth; Sheila Corbett, 
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. 

4:30p.m. 

Legislative Commission on Waste 
Management Executive Committee 
400S State Office Building 
Chrs. Rep. Jean Wagenius, Sen. Janet Johnson 
Agenda: FY 96-97 LCWM budget, review and 
approval. 1995 staff report and recommenda
tions regarding appropriations from Superfund, 
review and approval. 

5:30 p.m. 

Legislative Commission on 
Pensions and Retirement 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Richard Jefferson 
Agenda: Summary of 1994 actuarial valuations 
for the statewide and major local public pension 
plans, Thomas Custis, F.S.A., consulting actu
ary, Milliman & Robertson, Inc. Overview of 
likely public pension issues for the 1995 Legis
lative Session. Consideration of commission's 
fiscal year 1996-1997 budget request. 
HF48 (Bertram) Firefighter state aid funding 
increase provided. 
HF134 (Bertram) Firefighter state aid funding 
increase provided. 
HF155 (Cooper) Firefighter state aid funding 
increase provided. 
HF163 (Leighton) Firefighter state aid increase 
provided. 
HF 165 (Schumacher) Firefighter state aid fund
ing increase provided. 
HF424 (Hasskamp) Firefight~r state aid fund
ing increase provided. 

HF119 (Greiling) Part-time teacher retirement 
contribution payment by employer provisions 
modified. 
SF361 (Metzen) Statewide; forfeiture of survi
vor benefits if survivor caused member death. 
HF76 (Kahn) Retirement; certain early retirees 
prohibited from public employment in compa
rable positions. 
HF493 Qefferson) Minneapolis Employees Re
tirement Fund health insurance administrative 
provisions modified. 

6:30 p.m. 

Legislative Commission on Children, 
Youth and Their Families 
107 State Capitol 
Chr. Sen. Jane Ranum 
Agenda: Discussion of purpose and future of 
Legislative Commission on Children, Youth 
and Their Families. 

7p.m. 

JUDICIARY FINANCE 
SOON State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy 
Agenda: District court judges who are former 
state representatives present their unique per
spective on criminal justice funding. 

THURSDAY, Feb. 23 

Sa.m. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
INFRASTRUCTURE & 
REGULATION FINANCE 
300N State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Jim Rice 
Agenda: Minnesota Department of Labor and 
Industry. Dislocated Worker Program. 

EDUCATION 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Lyndon Carlson 
Agenda: HF496 (Kraus) School district super
intendent past buyout arrangement disclosure 
required. 
Overview oflatest draft of proposed state board 
desegregation rule. Activity report from Office 
of Desegregation/Integration. Brief overview of 
governor's desegregation budget initiatives. 

JUDICIARY FINANCE 
SOON State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy 
Agenda: Views on community correction 
funding. 
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MinnesotaCare Finance Division/ 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Roger Cooper 
Agenda: Continuation of presentation of 
governor's 1996-97 biennial budget recom
mendations for Minnesota Care, Minnesota De
partment of Human Services. 

8:30 a.m. 

ENVIRONMENT & 
NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown 
Agenda: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
budget presentation. 

lOa.m. 

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Phyllis Kahn 
Agenda: HF217 (Simoneau) Life insurance liv
ing benefits settlements regulated; NAIC vatical 
settlements model act adoption provided; and 
powers and duties prescribed. 
HF228 (Mulder) Physical therapy council, phy
sician assistant advisory council, and respira
tory care practitioners' advisory council rein
stated. 
HF139 (Pawlenty) Tenth Amendment; federal 
government mandate reporting and analysis 
required. 
HF244 Qohnson, R.) Governor's workforce 
development council established to replace the 
Governor's Job Training Council. 

TAXES 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Ann H. Rest 
Agenda: Discussion of "green taxes." 
HFS20 (Milbert) State department and legisla
tive appropriations provided. 
HF603 (Milbert) Omnibus Department of Rev
enue tax bill providing technical corrections, 
administrative changes, and clarifications. 

12:30 p.m. 

Elections Division/ 
GENERAL LEGISLATION, 
VETERANS AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS 
300N State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. RichardJefferson 
Agenda: HFl 4 2 (Lieder) Precinct caucus, state, 
and presidential primary dates changed, absen
tee ballot deadline modified, voters guide dis
tribution provided, presidential primary by mail 
allowed, filing fee increased, duties modified, 

money appropriated. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT & 
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Dee Long 
Agenda: HF38S (Long) Metropolitan Airports 
Commission and Metropolitan Council airport 
planning report requirements modified. 
HFS97 (Kelley) Metropolitan public safety ra
dio communications systems coordination and 
consolidation provided; 911 emergency tele
phone service fee use authorized, and bonds 
issued. 

Subcommittee on Consumer Affairs/ 
COMMERCE, TOURISM & 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Matt Entenza 
Agenda: HF340 (Pugh) Motor vehicle sales 
dealership establishment and relocation 
regulated. 
HFS3 l (Entenza) Airbag passive restraint sys
tem repair and restoration regulated. 

2:30 p.m. 

The House will meet in Session. 

After Session 

WAYS &MEANS 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Loren Solberg 
Agenda: HFS (Anderson, B.) Welfare reform 
provisions modified, and money appropriated. 
HF394 (Rest) Legislative appropriations re
duced, and governor directed to reduce execu
tive agency appropriations. 
HF3SS (Girard) Appropriations; earlier appro
priations supplemented. 
HF2 73 (Pellow) Collector motor vehicle license 
plate transfer and reissue authorized, and fees 
imposed. 

FRIDAY, Feb. 24 

Sa.m. 

Health & Human Services Finance Division/ 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
10 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Lee Greenfield 
Agenda: Continuation of Department of Hu
man Services budget overview of the governor's 
proposals. 

Transportation Finance Division/ 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
INFRASTRUCTURE & 
REGULATION FINANCE 
SOOS State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Bernie Lieder 
Agenda: Continuation of MnDOT budget pre
sentation. 

lOa.m. 

ENVIRONMENT & 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
200 State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Willard Munger 
Agenda: HF419 (Pellow) Pollution Control 
Agency required to meet with affected party prior 
to issuance of an administrative penalty order. 
HF4 79 (Bakk) State park additions and state 
wayside deletions provided. 
HFSS2 (Mulder) Split Rock Creek State Park in 
Pipestone County provided territory addition. 
More bills may be added. 

Gambling Division/ 
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS 
SOON State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. John Dorn 
Agenda: HF83 (Kinkel) Compulsive gambling 
treatment provider eligibility provisions 
modified. 
HF138 (Kahn) Gambling department created; 
Racing Commission, Gambling Control Board, 
and State Lottery Board abolished and duties 
transferred. 

1:30 p.m. 

Legislative Commission to 
Review Administrative Rules 
123 State Capitol 
Chr. Sen. John Hottinger 
Agenda: Election of chair and vice chair. LCRAR 
budget FY9S-96, staff presentation and discus
sion. LCRAR biennial report, staff presentation 
and discussion. Public hearing: Pollution Con
trol Agency, administrative penalty orders for 
asbestos removal violations. Other business. 

2:30 p.m. 

Subcommittee on Civil Lawz)"UDICIARY 
Basement Hearing Room 
State Office Building 
Chr. Rep. Tom Pugh 
Agenda: HF344 (Leighton) Common Interest 
Ownership Act modified, curative and validat
ing law for mortgage foreclosures changed, and 
assignment form and record provided. 
HF367 (Macklin) Municipal subcontractor 
prompt payment provided; and statutory 
lienholder rights and performance bond provi
sions modified. 
HFS29 (Pugh) Eminent domain notice of pen
dency provisions modified. 
HFS44 (Hasskamp) Informal probate guide 
prepared by state court administrator, and 
money appropriated. 
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Compulsive gambling in Minnesota 
Amount the state has spent on research projects related to 

compulsive gambling ................ : ................ , ........................ , ................. $500,000 
Estimated number of pathological gamblers in Minnesota, 1994 .................. 45,000 

as a percentage of all Minnesotans ................................................................... 1.2 
Calls taken by the compulsive gambling hotline since its inception .............. 10,000 

percent of those callers who were male .................................................... ; ....... 62 
State funds received by the Minnesota Institute of Public Health 

to operate the hotline, 1994-95biennium ............................................. $280,000 
Percent of 1994 callers who cited casino gambling as the cause 

of their problem ................................................... , ........................................... 58 
Percent citing the lottery ....................... : ................................ , ............................... 7 
Percent of callers who got the number from a gambling location . .. . .. . . ... .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. 7 
State funds earmarked for compulsive gambling programs, 

1990-91 biennium ................................................................ , ............... $600,000 
in 1994-95 biennium, in millions ................................... :; .......................... $2.85 

Amount of 1994-95 state funds spent on patienttreatment, in millions ........... $1.3 
Number of state-run compulsive gambling treatment programs .. . .. . . . .. ... .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. 6 
Number of people treated at those facilities between spring 1992 and 

August 1994 ................................................................................... : .............. 845 
Of those, number of people whose treatment costs were paid by the state . . . . . 773 

Average cost of treatment, per client ......... : ................................................... $3,500 
Percent of clients who quit before finishing treatment ......................................... 28 
Number of surveyed health plan companies in Minnesota that routinely 

reimburse for compulsive gambling treatment, October 1994 ............................ 0 
Percent of all gamblers with a history of chemical addiction ................. ; .............. 33 
Percent of gamblers who suffer from a concurrent mental disorder ..................... 40 
Hours of training currently provided by the Minnesota Council 

on Compulsive Gambling for potential treatment providers ............................. 60 
Hours of supervised treatment provider experience necessary 

before full national certification can be awarded ......................................... 2,000 

Sources: First Report to the Legislature and Governor, State of Minnesota Advisory Council on 
Gambling, February 1995; Minnesota's Programs for Troubled Gamblers, Senate Counsel & 
Research, October 1994. 

For more 
information • 
For general information, call: 
House Information Office 
(612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 
Chief Clerk's Office 
(612) 296-2314 

• • 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 
House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

For up-to-date recorded message 
giving committee meeting times and 
agendas, call: 
House Calls (612) 296-9283 
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Telecommunications 
Device for the Deaf (TDD) 

T elecornmunications device for the deaf. 
To ask questions or leave messages, call: 
TDD Line (612) 296-9896 or · 
l-800-657-3550 


