MAN e 1000
WIRT U0 o

HF1884-HF1895




- ‘comrmttee meetmg “
. VldES other“nform

‘~~ypa1d atSt. Paul, MN an
 offices: POSTMASTER: Send
toSe sion Weekly, Public
- anesota House of Represe

Office Building, 100 Corisu

‘ ';_Paul MN 55155-1298.

Printed on ecycledpaperwhich is 1
L 20% post~consum‘er‘content '

2

SESSION WEEKLY / May 5, 1995

Minnesota House of Representalives ¢ May 5, 1995 ¢ Volume 12, Number 18

k magazme

Happy Trails . . .

When I first came to the House five years ago, we did a lot of our work on a beautiful oak
drafting table that is at least as old as the State Office Building itself.

A part of every Thursday night was spent huddled around the table proofing stories,
labeling photos, and taking a little roller to the final pages to make sure they stuck to the
“boards” so nothing got lost en route to the printer.

Well, T haven’t seen the roller in years, the drafting table has been shuffled to another
room, and I'm off to cyberspace. This is my 100th issue of Session Weekly — and my last.

I've taken a new job with West Publishing Co. in Fagan, Minn., to help develop The West - |

Network, anew online current awareness service. 'm looking forward to the challenge but ~
will miss all the good people (lobbyists, too) at the LengLdu -
The House p klbk on quite a rodeo and I've had a great sea
‘Throughout the past five years our small staff has worked e
many con 51der to be among the best of its km [ in thy

there’s Peg Hamerston Who sa Iot hke author
misspelled word is an abommanon in the sight
ourselyes and improves whatever she touches. She ev
alongside the stories about bills sxgned by the govern
feet tall. .

Then there’s John Tschlda who was hu'ed asa writer on th fa ,~11h’ant, two-line
scold he wrote on the office coffee pot four years ago. Nore erences no writing test, no
nothing. And it’s the best decision I ever made. He’s done an amazing Job — despite being
disabled since the age of 6 when Sister Gregory smashed his ngm Pmky in the cloak room
door. (It’s still a mess.) :

Then, there’s Paul Battaglia — a photographer in his former hfe—but now our graphics
and information systems guru. He does everything from designing databases to creating
layouts; a rare blend of computer geek and artistic talent. Paul also has the nicest stride of
any noon-time jogger in the 55155 ZIP code and makes the best cheesecakes.

TI'd also like to thank writer K. Darcy Hanzlik (the “K” is for Kathleen and her mom gets mad
if the initial gets dropped), office manager Matt Niewohner (who couldn’t shake his German
work ethic if he tried), and assistant Toinette Battle, who does our schedule and always
maintains a polite demeanor despite a daily clubbing from a sometimes hostile public.

Lastly (this isn’t the Academy Awards), I'd like to the thank the many temporary writers
who have given it their all during each of the last six legislative sessions, and our
photographers, Tom Olmscheid and Laura Phillips. It's a testament to their creative spirits
that two artists in a jar (the Capitol dome) could come up with such stunning photographs
week after week. :

The way we produce the Session Weekly has changed a lot in the last five years. But it’s
quality, like that oak drafting table, has remained constant. And there’s been no secret to
that; just a lot of hard work and even more heavy lifting.

tle quﬂl and inkbottle
s the best part she’s six

—Grant Moos
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On the cover: ngh school pages May 4 add bllls to bmders on House members’ chamber desks.
During this session; the House High School Page Program will have given 238 high school juniors
the opportunity to spend a Week Ieamln about state government and working as pages in the
House chamber. Those picture clock om upper right corner, are: Phillip McNear, Amy
Salmela, Rosemary Kapphahn Jerme Bussk ames Horsman Chris Welss k

— photo by Tom Olmscheld
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Health care . . .

MinnesotaCare bill defeated after eight-hour debate

fter debating the MinnesotaCare bill

for more than eight hours during a

marathon session where 38 differ-

ent amendments to the bill were considered

— including two dealing with abortion —

the House voted down a bill that would have

made substantial changes to the state’s subsi-

dized insurance program, MinnesotaCare.
The vote was 57-77.

The bill is now tabled, which means it may
be reconsidered by House members at a
future date. The Senate voted May 1 to also
table the bill.

MinnesotaCare was originally approved
by the 1992 Legislature and amended every
year since then.

In introducing this year’s bill to modify the
program, bill sponsor Rep. Roger Cooper
(DFL-Bird Island) said it had moved through
a lengthy committee process, during which
many members had a chance to offer and
reject amendments to the bill (HF1077).

The process continued on the House floor.
The following are among the major provi-
sions in the bill:

Elective abortions, rape

Early in the floor debate, House members
voted to include an amendment sponsored by
Rep. Ken Otremba (DFL-Long Prairie) that
would restrict Minnesotahealth insurance com-
panies from paying for elective abortions. The
vote for his amendment was 83-49.

Otremba said such abortions are not “ap-
propriate and necessary” health care. Cur-
rently, the state requires private insurance
comparies to cover basic procedures which
are “appropriate and necessary” to a patient’s
health.

Elective abortions are defined as all abor-
tions except those that are performed to save
the life of the female, or in cases of rape or
incest.

But women would have had to report a
rape within 48 hours in order for her health
insurance to pay for an abortion, under the
amendmient.

hat is simply unfair and frankly mean,”

~ said Rep. Jean Wagenius (DFL-Mpls) who
- sponsored an unsuccessful amendment that
- would have done away with the provision.

“The intention of the 48 hours is so some-
one doesn’t come in and say they were raped
so they could get an abortion,” Otremba said.

Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL-Mpls) said the
Otremba amendment “tells every citizen in
the state what they can and cannot do.”

Another amendment, sponsored by Rep.
Todd Van Dellen (IR-Plymouth), specifically
stated that MinnesotaCare could not cover
elective abortions. The vote for that amend-
ment was 86-44.

Insurance coverage

Minnesotahealth insurance companies could
not fail to cover treatments which may extend
a patient’s life, under an amendment spon-
sored by Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby).

That amendment could, however, be in-
terpreted in varied manners, some lawmak-
ers said. It said insurance companies cannot
deem a procedure “medically inappropriate

-on the basis of the patient’s present or pre-

dicted age, disability, degree of need for
future treatment, or quality of life . . .”

“So under this language, a 100-year-old
woman would have to have a heart transplant
if it would extend her life for six months,”
said Rep. Dee Long (DFL-Mpls).

Senior Federation members, left to right, Olive Willis, Ethel Harden, Winifred Meyer, and Iola Smith,

But Rep. Jim Rice (DFL-Mpls) said the
amendment “says insurance companies can-
not truncate life.”

Without the language, Rep. Betty
McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul) said her 90-
year-old grandfather’s health insurance would
not be obligated to pay for his knee replace-
ment surgery because he is too old. Her
grandfather did have the replacement sur-
gery this spring.

“And he climbs in and out of his fishing
boat,” McCollum said.

For-profit HMOs

Another successful amendment which
would have greatly changed the way health
care services operate in Minnesota would
have allowed health maintenance organiza-
tions (HMOs) to operate as for-profit corpo-
rations, said Greenfield. Under current law,
HMOs must be non-profit organizations. Rep.
Greg Davids (IR-Harmony) offered the
amendment. The vote was 67-63.

“Some of you complain about the salaries
of CEOs of major companies. But you haven't
seen anything,” Greenfield said, predicting
large salary increases for those who head
HMGOs.

all from Minneapolis, waited on a bench outside the House chamber May 3 with their position papers
and medicine containers in hand. They were there to talk to lawmakers about the high cost of

prescription drugs.
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Expanding access

Many IR legislators protested the bill’s plan
to make more people eligible for
MinnesotaCare. Under the bill, income eligi-
bility requirements would rise so single adults
and couples with no children could earn up
to 150 percent of the federal poverty level.
That would be up from the current 125
percent cap. So couples earning up to about
$14,760 and single people earning up to
$11,040 would then qualify for the health
coverage. '

The money to pay for such an expansion
would come from the health care access fund,
which finances MinnesotaCare. Money comes
to that fund through a 2 percent tax on health
care providers.

A successful amendment offered by Rep.
Kevin Knight (IR-Bloomington) would ex-
empt dentists from paying that 2 percent tax.

Health officialshaven’t determined the fund
can successfully pay for the expansion, ac-
cording to Van Dellen. House Minority Leader
Steve Sviggum (IR-Kenyon) agreed.

But MinnesotaCare exists only as long as
the health care access fund shows a positive
projected fund balance over the next two
bienniums, Cooper said. That fund will have
a positive balance through 1999, even with
the expansion, he said.

Should that change, the commissioner of
health can slow or end MinnesotaCare en-
rollment and eligibility, Cooper said.

Still, Sviggum said the increased eligibility
created a major obstacle to the bill's passage.

Should the bill remain tabled,
MinnesotaCare guidelines will not change
from the provisions specified in current law.

The health coverage eligibility, for example,
would not be expanded and MinnesotaCare
will still include the regulated all-pay option
(RAPO), which HF1077 proposed to do away
with. RAPO allows the state to standardize
insurance prices and ensure health insurance
companies operate under uniform rules.

The bill also would have established a drug
discount program for senior citizens. It also
would have defined solvency requirements
an integrated service network (ISN) would
have had to meet before it could begin oper-
ating. Under current MinnesotaCare law, ISNs
may begin operating in July 1996.

Also, the call for every Minnesotan to have
health insurance by July 1, 1997, would
remain. The bill proposed to strike that date
and change the definition of universal cover-
age so it would be achieved when “every

Minnesotan has access to a full range of

health care services.”

— Jean Thilmany
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BUSINESS

Dueling phone companies

Abill to increase competition among Min-
nesota telephone companies and give Minne-
sotans more choices for basic telephone ser-
vice, gained final passage in the House May 3.
The vote was 122-8.

Currently, a telephone company applies to
the state Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
for the right to offer phone service within a
certain geographical area. Under this “local
exchange monopoly,” the company is the only
one that can provide local phone service to the
area. Under the bill, this practice would end.

HF620/SF752*, sponsored by Rep. Edgar
Olson (DFL-Fosston), would permit many
companies to enter the same calling area.

The change would give Minnesotans a real
choice for basic telephone service. A Minne-

_ a service. Thl would ma

apolis resident, for example, could switch
from US West to a cable televmon operator,
a cellular telephone firm, or any company
that receives PUC approval to offer local
telephone service.

The change also would allow all 100 Min-
nesota telephone companies — including
major players like US West and GTE — to
venture into other market areas around the
state, after gaining approval from the PUC.

(The PUC is a quasi-judicial body that
regulates the rates and services of Minnesota
telephone, natural gas and electric utilities.)

The nuts and bolts as to how this deregu-
lation would take place would be laid outin =
rules established by the PUC. k

The rule making process would be ‘
pleted by Aug. 1,1997.In themten perlod ‘
the PUC would be allowed to certify a
pany as a provider of local telephone service.

The PUC also would have to determine
how alocal telep hone c mpany would sepa-
rate or unbundle
tor could co

ers to provide
- it possible, for
example, to receive ba51c phone service from
one company, and v voice ~messag1ng from
another. ,,

Another section of the bill Would create an
“alternative regulation” framework for phone
companies to choose. Under the proposed
system, certain essential services, as defined
by the bill — call tracing, call number-block-
ing, and 911-service, for example — would
remain regulated by the PUC. But the price of
other non-essential services, such as voice
mail, would be determined by market com-
petition, rather than requiring the PUC to
certify any rate change by a telephone com-
pany.

Ifatelephone company opted for this more
relaxed regulatory system, its rates for basic
residential and business local service could
not increase for three years.

ADepartment of Public Service study would
determine what “essential telephone services”
should be available to all state households.
The study also would address how money
from a Universal Service Fund (mnade up of
contributions from a]l Minnesota telephone
companies) would be spent. S
would examine “wheth

the fund should‘

tnor for his




CRIME

Judiciary finance bill

House members overwhelmingly rejected
a proposal to resurrect the death penalty in
Minnesota, but they did approve a number of
alterations to a $875.5 million proposal that
would fund the state’s prisons, courts, and
crime prevention programs over the next
two-year spending cycle.

Following five hours of debate on the
House floor May 2, the omnibus judiciary

" finance bill, sponsored by Rep. Mary Murphy
(DFL-Hermantown), was given final passage
ona 133-0 vote. (See April 28, 1995, Session
Weekly, page 6)

The bulk of the funding — about $547
million — would go to the Department of
Corrections. That's a 28 percent increase
over corrections spending for the current
biennium.

Nearly two-thirds of the corrections bud-
get — almost $360 million — would pay for

| Minnesota’s juvenile and adult correctional

institutions:

While the House bill would create 41 new

juvenile prison beds at Red Wing and Sauk
Centre, the Senate companion bill would
close these facilities by 1997.
; The House bill (HF1700) also would spend
$13 million more in taxpayer money than the
Senate measure (SF1653). These and other
differences between the two bills will have to
be worked out in a House-Senate conference
comumittee.

Death penalty
Qutlawed in Minnesota since 1911, an
amendment by Rep. Hilda Bettermann (IR-
w Brandon) would have reinstated the death
penalty for certain offenders convicted of
first-degree murder. The amendment was
defeated on a 38-95 vote.

A sentence of death by lethal injection
could have been imposed if any of 14 “aggra-
vating factors” were involved in a first-degree
murder. These included a murder done for
money, or cases where the murder was “espe-
cially heinous, atrocious, or cruel, manifest-
_ ing exceptional depravity.”
~ “We have come to a time when we have to

look at the consequences of crime,” said
Bettermann, adding that some criminals might
ide not to murder their victims if they
hat the state could impose a death

-of lawmakers countered that the
‘does not deter violent crime,
eople are sometimes con-

victed of murder, and the cost of the lengthy
legal appeals required prior to an execution
— as much as $3 million according to Rep.
Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls) — would drain
resources needed in other areas.

“I's not a wise idea to make such an
important decision on the floor of the House,”
said Rep. Teresa Lynch (IR-Andover). She
and other legislators suggested that experts
should testify on the proposal in committee
hearings.

The full House last rejected a death penalty
amendment during debate on the 1992 om-
nibus crime bill. The vote was 25-108.

Parental liability

A successful amendment offered by Rep.
Ken Otremba (DFL-Long Prairie) deleted a
provision that would have made a parent or
legal guardian, who was “grossly negligent”
in the care of a minor, guilty of a misde-
meanor.

Otremba’samendmenteliminated language
in the bill that would have made parents
found guilty of such behavior subject to a
maximum of 90 days in jail and a $700 fine.

The goal was to encourage parents to make
their kids go to school.

Otremba said requiring that parents and
guardians make a “good faith effort” to exer-
cise “care, supervision, protection, and con-
trol” of their children would allow prosecu-
tions of well-intentioned parents.

Under current law, parents can be fined up
to $50 and face up to 30 days in jail.

Transmitting HIV

A person who has reason to believe that he
or she is infected with HIV, the virus which
causes AIDS, and engages in behavior that
can transmit the virus to another person
could be charged with a felony, under a
successful amendment offered by Rep. Steve
Sviggum (IR-Kenyon). The vote was 106-25.

A maximum penalty of five years in prison
anda$10,000 fine could be imposed for such
an intentional act.

The provision would apply to a person
“knowingly infected with HIV” who engages
in acts — such as sexual intercourse or shar-
ing a syringe while injecting drugs — that
“might result” in the transfer of the virus to
another person.

Sviggum said the crime and punishment is
warranted because of the deadly nature of
AIDS.

Other lawmakers said that the measure
would increase the incidence of AIDS by
discouraging people from getting tested for
HIV, because they might then be prosecuted
under this proposed law.

A similar amendment was adopted during
floor debate on the 1994 omnibus crime bill.
The provision was deleted during conference
committee negotiations.

Tobacco’s not ‘cool’

An unsuccessful attempt to hike the fine
for minors who possess, chew, smoke, or
attempt to purchase tobacco was debated for
more than an hour.

Rep. Mike Osskopp (IR-Lake City) wanted
to raise the maximum fine to $1,000 — up
from the current maximum of $200. He said
the “extremely stiff fine” would send a mes-
sage to teens that it’s not “cool” to use to-
bacco.

At the suggestion of some lawmakers, the
proposed fine was changed to “not less than
$100 or more than $500 for repeat offend-
ers.”

The amendment was rejected on a 62-68
vote.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) tried (and
failed) to increase the penalty for those who
sell tobacco to minors. Her proposal would
have made it a felony to sell tobacco to a
minor, up from the current gross misde-
meanor penalty. '

“This raises the ante.for those who are
selling [tobaccol,” said Kahn. The proposal
failed on a 9-117 vote.

Domestic abuse and minors
The original bill would have allowed a
minor who is at least 15 years old to seek an

“order for protection on her or his own behalf,

but a successful amendment eliminated that
language. The vote was 92-41.

Under current law, a court order for pro-
tection can only be obtained by an adult on
behalf of a minor child.

Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby) offered
an amendment to delete the provision that
would have allowed aminor to seek her or his
own protection order. Hasskamp argued that
it would “crack away at parental rights and
parental involvement.”

Adolescents who are being sexually or
otherwise abused can take their problems to
a school counselor or some other adult, who
could then obtain an order for protection for
the minor.

Remaining new language in this section of
the billwould make it easier for individuals to
extend or receive an order for protection. A
person would not have to show that “physical
harm is imminent” in order to receive an
order for protection, as is the case under
current law.
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Plate impoundment expanded

One-third of chronic DWTI offenders con-
tinue to drive with little risk of detection
because of a loophole in the state’s DWI law.

A bill to close that loophole received final
passage in the House May 3. The vote was
121-8.

Under current law, when a person’s driver’s
license is suspended for a third DWI offense
in five years (or a fourth within 15 years), his
or her license plates also are impounded for
as long as the offender’s driver’s license is
suspended. For a third-time offender, that'sa
minimum of one year.

But chronic DWI offenders are smart, bill
sponsor Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls) has
said. Once their plates are impounded, they
often begin to drive their girlfriend’s or
spouse’s car.

Should they get caught under the influ-
ence in someone else’s car, those license
plates are then impounded. But all the car
owner must do is sign a statement that he or
she was unaware of the DWI violation and
new plates are issued — free of charge.

HF416/SF308% still would give platesback
to the car owner in such a situation, but they
would be coded with specific letters, so that
law enforcement officials would know the car
had been involved in a prior DWI offense.
The plates would remain on the car for a
minimum of one year.

The coded plates would provide law en-
forcement officers with a “reasonable suspi-
cion” to pull the car over should the driver

-not be the registered owner of the car. From

the patrol vehicle, an officer can check the
car’s registration and the license status of the
car owner; which contains a description of
the owner. If the driver doesn’t match the
description, the officer would have cause to
stop the car.

About 35 percent of repeat DWI offenders
are driving 4 car in.someone else’s name,
Steve Simon, a University of Minnesota law
professor and recognized authority on DWI
issues, has told members.

Those repeat offenders are most often male,
in their late 20s, often divorced, and margin-
ally employed, Simon said.

Minnesota’s plate impoundment law, origi-
nally passed in 1990, was the first of its kind
in the nation.

About 3,700 Minnesota drivers are eligible
to have their plates impounded each year,
according to Department of Public Safety
records. About one-third of those offenders

6 SESSION WEEKLY / May 5, 1995

project to promote seat belt use.

Crash test dummies Vince and Larry cruised the State Capitol May 2 encouraging people to sign
a pledge promising to use seat belts. The two were part1c1pants ina Plummer High School class

skirt the law because they aren’t the car’s
registered owner.
Overall, DWT arrests are down about 27
percentsince 1986 (28,310incidentsin 1994
compared to 38,717 in 1986). Offenders
with three or more offenses, however, have
risen steadily over the same time period.
The bill now goes to the governor for his
consideration.
- (See April 7, 1995, Session Weekly, page 5)

Seizing cars from drunks

- Anew law to clear up a glitch in
7 the state’s vehicle forfeiture law
f% took effect April 29, 1995.
/ :Ened Under current law, certain re-
g';z the | peat DWI offenders lose not only
their driver’s licenses but their
vehiclesaswell. The carsare then sold or kept
by local law enforcement agencies for official
use. Profits from the sale of most vehicles
must be used for DWI enforcement, training,
and education activities.

But at times, the offenders don’t show up
for their day in court. As a result, their cars
remain in impound lots.

The new law allows for the cars to be sold
should a defendant fail to appear in court on
such a DWI-related charge.

Drivers convicted of their fourth DWI-
related offense within five years can have
their vehicle seized by law enforcement offi-
cials, as can drivers convicted of their fifth
DWIl-related offense within 15 years.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Matt
Fntenza (DFL-St. Paul). and Sen. Rlchard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul).
(HF377*/SF390/CH97)

ENERGY

Electrical competition

A 1990 pilot program that al-
lows electric utilities to offer dis-
count rates to large rural busi-
nesses is now permanent, under
alaw that became effective March
2,1995.

Since 1974, rural companies using two
megawatts or more of electricity have been
allowed to buy electricity from any power
producer they choose. They are not restricted
to the electrical utility assigned to their lo-
cale.

A wholesale trade business, for example,
can bypass the local electric utility and con-
tract with the owner ofahydroelectric damin
a nearby county for power.

In order to keep their largest local custom-
ers—and avoid rate hikes to all customers in
their service areas — electric utilities, since
1990, have been allowed to offer reduced
rates to these large electric power users for
one to five years under a competitive rate
schedule approved by the Public Utilities
Commission (PUC).

Four electric utilities have used the 1990
law and offered competitive rates to some
customers, according to a December 1994
report to the Legislature by the Department
of Public Service (DPSv).

The report recommended extending the
competitive rate program past its July 1,
1995, expiration date. The new law does just
that.

The bill was sponsored by Rep. Joel Jacobs
(DFL-Coon Rapids), who resigned from the

by the

governor




House March 5 when he was appointed to the
PUC by Gov. Arne Carlson.
Sen. DougJohnson (DFL-Cook) sponsored
the bill in the Senate.
(HF137*/SF213/CH6)

Energy discounts

Gas and electric utilities can
continue to offer discounted rates
to businesses in designated eco-
nomic development zones, un-
der a new state law. :

A pilot program created in
1990 added discounted gas and electric rates
to the arsenal of tax and financing incentives
designed to lure manufacturers and other
businesses to certain areas of the state.

The new law makes the program, which
would have expired July 1, 1995, permanent.

Gas and electric utilities can offer new or
expanding businesses concessions on rates
for a limited time. Previously, this time pe-
riod was from two to five years. The new law
will allow the Public Utilities Commission
(PUQO) to determine the length of time a
discounted rate can be offered to a particular
customer. No maximum length of time is
specified.

Utilities can raise rates to other commer-
cial customers in order to recover income lost
under the discounted rate program, but they
cannot raise rates for residential customers,
under a new provision in the law. The PUC
has to approve any rate increase proposed by
a utility. .

The law also adds the Iron Range Re-
sources and Rehabilitation Board, a rural
development agency in northeastern Minne-

Signed
by the

governor

sota, to the list of local governments and
agencies that can use discounted utility rates
to supplement other development incentives.

The measure, which became effective
March 11, 1995, was sponsored by Rep.
Richard Jefferson (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul).

(HF164*/SF65/CH9)

ENVIRONMENT

Reprieve for a burner

A meat processing plant will
: f‘( be allowed to continue burning
p{% blood- and meat-contaminated
/ 4 packaging until the year 2005,
Signed
by the under a néw law, effective April
e 25,1995,

In 1992, Huisken’s Meats in Chandler,
Minn., installed a gas-fired waste incinerator
to burn the waxed cardboard boxes and
cellulose used for shipping frozen meat.

The incinerator was approved by the Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA),
but the agency revised its air quality rules in
June 1994 and banned such smaller incinera-
tors, except those used by medical facilities,
crematoria, and companies that recover pre-
cious metals from electronic circuit boards.

The small incinerators allowed to continue
operatingmust meet new MPCA performance
standards, and some will require an operat-
ing permit from the agency.

The new law is essentially a waiver from
the 1994 MPCA small incinerator ban. It will
allow the incinerator in Chandler to operate
until the year 2005, which covers the useful
life of the incinerator.

ethanol blending requirement.

9 Chevrolet outside the State Capitol May 3. He

Jim Langer of Golden Valley showed off his 193
and other motorists came to discuss legislation that would exempt premium gasoline from the

Without the waiver, the plant would have
had to pay to dispose of its cardboard and
cellulose refuse in a landfill.

The waste incinerator must be monitored
by an automatic temperature control device,
and must meet the emission standards in
effect when it was installed.

“Thisis an economic enabler for that small
town processing plant,” explained Rep. Ted
Winter (DFL-Fulda), who sponsored the leg-
islation.

The company employs 400 workers pro-
ducing sausage sticks and beef jerky “sold all
over the world,” according to Winter.

Small, on-site incinerators used by various
businesses, schools, and hospitalsrelease large
quantities of pollutants, according to the
MPCA. The agency says that small incinera-
tors generate 93 percent of the dioxin emis-
sions from waste burned in Minnesota.

(A dioxinisatoxin that studies have shown
can cause cancers, birth defects, and fetal
deaths in animals. Scientists disagree on
whether it contributes to cancer in humans.)

The measure was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Arlene Lesewski (IR-Marshall).

(HF485/SF445*/CHS87)

GOVERNMENT

Trimming state government

Although at least one state agency and
several state boards would be abolished, the
Department of Public Safety would be spared,
under a bill approved May 4 by the House
Governmental Operations Commiittee.

The bill (HF1542) would have eliminated
the Department of Public Safety in addition
to the Department of Public Service, Higher
Education Coordinating Board, Minnesota
Racing Commission, Gambling Control
Board, and State Lottery Board.

An amendment by Rep. Richard Jefferson
(DFL-Mpls) spared the Department of Public
Safety, which includes such divisions as the
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, Traffic
Safety, Driver and Vehicle Services, Capitol
Security and the State Patrol. Those duties
would have been transferred to other state
departments.

Bill sponsor Rep. Howard Orenstein (DFL-
St. Paul) conceded that he didn’t have the
support necessary to successfully abolish the
Department of Public Safety, which was cre-
ated in 1970.

The bill, he said, “doesn’t cut as much as I
set out to cut, but you win some you lose
some. . . .This s the bill that reduces govern-
ment.”
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Orenstein has said he has received a thick
bundle of letters from public safety employ-
ees. The content of those letters indicates that
“there continues to be management issues
within the department.”

This marks the second consecutive session
that a bill has moved forward to eliminate the
department.

The bill’s remaining cuts include the nine-
member Minnesota Racing Commission, the
seven-member Gambling Control Board, and
the seven-member State Lottery Board.

The advisory duties of the gambling boards
would be transferred to the directors they
used to serve. ,

Orenstein’s bill also would eliminate the
Higher Education Coordinating Board
(HECB) and some of its employees. The
Higher Education Services Office (HESO)
would be created to absorb its duties.

Finally, it would abolish the Department
of Public Service which is responsible for
protecting the public interest in the areas of
energy, telecommunications, and weights and
measures.

The bill would transfer the department’s
role as consumer watchdog in public utility
rate cases before the Public Utilities Commis-
sion (PUC) to the Office of the Attorney
General. '

(The PUC is a quasi-judicial body that
regulates the rates and services of Minnesota
telephone, natural gas, and electric utilities.)

The bill also lays the groundwork for the
creation of an unnamed “public utilities
agency.” The new agency would serve as an
umbrella organization housing the PUC and
the remaining duties of the Department of
Public Service.

By Oct. 15, 1995, the commissioner of the
Department of Public Service and the chair of
the PUC shall jointly submit to the Legisla-
ture a plan for unified regulatory and admin-
istrative structure.

The bill now moves to the House Rules and
Legislative Administration Committee. It is
unclear just how much the cuts will save.
Earlier estimates provided by the Depart-
ment of Revenue, which included the elimi-
nation of the Department of Public Safety,
ranged from $5.2 million to $23.6 million in
savings over the next biennium.

“(See April 7, 1995, Session Weekly, page 3,
and April 28, 1995, Session Weekly, page 13)
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Seeking employee input

Lawmakers looking to streamline state
government may ask those who know it best
for their advice.

A bill that won final passage in the House
May 4 would require a notice to be sent to all
state employees requesting their ideas on
how to make government run more smoothly,
The bill passed ona 125-4 vote.

Bill sponsor Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-
Mpls) said it is only logical to consult state
employees when looking for ways to make
government more efficient.

“1 think it'll make a big difference,” she
said. k

HF1524/SF1402* would require notice

be sent to all state employees before July 1
inviting them to send in their ideas to 1m~l‘

prove effectiveness.

The employees, who would be allowed to
remain anonymous, would be asked for sug-
gestions on what changes could help indi-
viduals or entire agencies perform better.

Incapacitated chief officer

P would run the state if the gover-
; nor is unable to carry out the
"f%ned duties of the office.

Current law stipulates the lieu-
tenant governor would take over
if the governor dies. But it says nothing about
what would happen should the governor
become too ill to run the state.

The change will clarify present law to say
the governor who anticipates incapacity —
such as a terminal or debilitating illness —
would write to the president of the Senate
and the speaker of the House declaring the
inability to discharge the duties of office. The
lieutenant governor would then take over
those duties.

In unanticipated cases, such as when the
governor suddenly becomes too sick to per-
form the job, the lieutenant governor would
take over when four of five officials declare in
writing the governor cannot discharge the
duties of office. Those officials are the chief
justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court, the
lieutenant governor, the governor’s chief of
staff, the governor’s personal physician, and
a member of the governor’s cabinet desig-
nated in advance by the governor. -

The proposal, effective Aug. 1, 1995, was

governor

sponsored by Rep. Steve Sviggum (IR-

A new law will clarify who .

Kenyon) and Sen. William Belanger (IR—;

Bloomington). -
(HF1468%*/SF 1268/CH98) .

. effect, it did not pass.

HEALTH

Breast cancer treatment

A Dbill to require insurance companies to
pay for bone marrow transplants for Minne-
sota residents with breast cancer won final
passage in the House May 3. The vote was
120-8.

Some breast cancer patients whose doctors
tell them their best chance of survival is a
high-dose chemotherapy treatment accom-
panied by a bone marrow transplant have
had to battle insurance companies that refuse
to pay for the procedure. Most often the
battle lands in the courts.

The bill (HF1742) sponsored by Rep. Dee
Long (DFL-Mpls) wouldn't give insurance
companies the option. They'd have to pay.
(See April 7, 1995, Session Weekly, page 10
and April 21, 1995, Session Weekly, page 15)

Long said that in Minnesota, too many
insurance companies are making medical
decisions when they refuse to pay for the
treatment. The decision; she said, should be
in the hands of the woman and her physician.

“Time and time again when women go to
court, they win,” said Rep. Betty McCollum
(DFL-North St. Paul) who supports the bill.

But not all lawmakers agreed.

“Ithinkitis dangerous and premature . . . for
us to mandate its coverage,” said Rep. Fran
Bradley (IR-Rochester). He noted that the
medical community disagrees with the effec-
tiveness of the marrow transplant treatment.

Rep. Tom Van Engen (IR-Spicer) said the
high-dose chemotherapy treatmentincreases

Corrections

The omnibus state government bill
story on page 13 of the April 28, 1995
issue of Session Weekly, under Human
Development Center, reported that the
bill contained $570,000 for a human
development center in or near the Capi-
tol area. While the bill does contain the
language for the center, the $570,000
would be the biennial budget of the
Capitol Area Architectural and Planning
Board. ‘

Also, on page 13 of the same issue,
under Legislative Coordinating Commis-
sion, it states that the House Ways and
Means Committee merged the Legisla-
tive Water Commission (originally slated
forelimination) with the Legislative Com-
mission on Waste Management. Not true.
Though there was an amendment to that




the chance of death for many patients and

there is no solid proof it increases the chance
at life.

Lawmakers have heard debate from sev-
eral doctors, many of whom agree the treat-
ment should be covered by insurance. But,
some say only patients in a clinical study
should be covered. '

Patients, however, don’t want to take the
chance they'll be part of the group that doesn’t
receive the treatment. In a clinical study there
is a 50 percent chance you'll be a part of the
study that receives the treatment butan equal
chance you'll be a part of a “control” group
that doesn’t receive the treatment.

Dr. Linda Burns, an assistant professor at
the University of Minnesota, has called the
treatment “investigational” and said she is
working with breast cancer patients as part of
a national clinical study.

“Task younot to mislead the women of this
state,” Burns has said. “It is not known”
whether the transplant treatment actually is
effective. _

Dr. John Schwerkoske, who has treated
roughly 49 cancer patients (half of whom
have breast cancer) with the transplant treat-
ment, disagrees. Twenty-five percent are now
in remission, he said, cautioning that it will
be years before it is known if they are cured.

“Ithinkitisabetter treatment,” he has said.
“We have to leave the decision in patient’s
hands.”

Supporters argue that regardless of the
conflicting scientific opinions, the issue is a
matter of choice for patients. If a doctor and
a patient believe this is the best treatment, an
insurance company shouldn’t have the right
to say no.

Besides, proponents say, many doctors
and studies show that it is an effective treat-
ment, albeit a costly one.

Mike Hatch, former head of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, and now an attorney
who has represented women whose insur-
ance companies refused to pay for the proce-
dure, has said costs can run about $65,000
compared to traditional chemotherapy, ad-
ministered in low doses over several months,
which costs about $45,000.

He said he has represented many women
in recent years and cited court decisions that
have required insurance companies to pay
for the procedure. Courts have found the
procedure can be effective and is not experi-
mental.

The bill now goes to the Senate, which has
already passed a similar measure.

Four selected as ‘U’ regents

In a joint session of the Minnesota House
and Minnesota Senate May 3, state lawmak-
ers chose the newest members of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota’s Board of Regents.

Warren Larson of Bagley, Minn., and
Patricia Spence of Rice, Minmn., were elected
as at-large regents.

Jessica Phillips of Virginia, Minn., was
elected to serve as the at-large student board
member and Jean Keffeler of Minneapolis,
was re-elected to represent the state’s 5th
Congressional District.

The university’s governing board consists
of 12 regents, one from each of the state’s
eight congressional districts and four at-large
members, including one student. Regents are
elected by the Legislature and serve six-year
terms. They are not paid for their service.

A majority of the 201 members of the
House and Senate must approve any nomina-
tion to the board.

The four individuals elected were among
nine people nominated from a field of 92
applicants who were interviewed by the Re-
gent Candidate Advisory Council (a citizen
panel established by the Legislature).

Keffeler, Phillips, Spence, and Richard
“Pinky” McNamara were subsequently en-
dorsed by a joint panel of the House and
Senate Education Committees.

Larson, who edged out McNamara by two
votes, attended Bemidji State University. He
isabeefcattle farmerand a Clearwater County
commissioner. Larson is also president of the
Association of Minnesota Counties.

Warren Larson and his wife, Laine, of Bagley, Minn., watched from the House gallery as a joint session
of the House and Senate voted for candidates for four seats on the University of Minnesota’s Board of
Regents May 3. Larson won a seat on the board by two votes over endorsed candidate Richard “Pinky”
McNamara.
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Spence received a bachelor’s degree in
* home economics education from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. She was the mayor of Little
Falls and has served on the Minnesota Higher
Education Coordinating Board. She is cur-
rently a homemaker.

Phillips is a student at the University of
Minnesota-Morris majoring in speech com-
munication and political science. She is cur-
rent chair of student representatives to the
Board of Regents, and a member of the
university’s Strategic Planning Advisory
Board.

Keffeler received a bachelor’s degree in
French and master’s degrees in public ad-
ministration and social work, all from the
University of Minnesota. She was first elected
as a representative to the Board of Regents in
1989. She currently works ds a management
consultant, and previously held executive
positions at U.S. West, Control Data, and
Health One.

The Board of Regents oversees the entire
University of Minnesota system, including
the Twin Cities, Duluth, Morris, and Crook-
ston campuses. Itapprovesallbudgets, adopts
policies and plans, and promotes the educa-

tional mission of the university.
HOUSING

Affordable housing

ADill to help clean up polluted land in the
Twin Cities metropolitan area to make room
for new development, create more affordable
housing, and offer tax breaks for people who
move into blighted neighborhoods, is one
step closer to the House floor.

The House Taxes Committee May 2 ap-
proved HF1156 on a voice vote. The bill,
sponsored by Rep. Dee Long (DFL-Mpls),
now awaits consideration by the House Ways
and Means Committee. (See March 31, 1995,
Session Weekly, page 12)

It contains several programs for the seven-
county metropolitan area paid for from sev-
eral different funding sources. A nine-mem-
ber advisory board to the Metropolitan Coun-
cil would be created to establish criteria for
distributing money among cities.

The bill includes three major programs.

First, it would require a portion of the
property taxes on high-value homes in met-
ropolitan communities to be used to build
more affordable housing and housing for
targeted groups — such as young families,
singles, and the elderly. ‘

Under the bill, each seven-county metro
area city would be required to negotiate
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affordable housing goals with the Metropoh—
tan Council. A city would keep the tax money
generated from certain high-value homes if
the city works toward its negotiated housing
goals. But a city could lose some of its prop-
erty tax dollars to a regional pool if it refused
to work toward the housing goals.

Besides those dollars, the program is paid
forwith a one-time $1 million appropriation
from solid waste bond proceeds. And, begin-
ning in 1998, $1 million per year of the
Metropolitan Councﬂ’s general property tax

. levy.

Second, “livable communities’ ’ demonstra-
tion projects would be funded. The Metro-
politan Council would provide city grants
and loans for projects that relate develop-
ment with transit needs in a community;,

relate affordable housing and employment

growth; interisify land use, leading to more
compact development; include development
of mixed-income housing; or encourage the
development of infrastructure to connect
urban and suburban communities to attract
new redevelopment.

To pay for the grants and loans, the bill
authorizes the Metropolitan Council to levya
tax equal to half of the Metropolitan Mos-
quito Control District’s and provides an an-
nual Homestead and Agricultural Credit Aid
(HACA) payment equal to 50 percent of what
the mosquito control district receives. In all,
that should amount to about $6 million a
year for the grants and loans.

To balance the books, the bill lowers the
mosquito control district’s taxing authority
by 50 percent and cuts their HACA payment
by 50 percent.

And finally, polluted lands in the metro-
politan area would be cleaned up with fi-
nancing from two existing funds. This would
help revitalize the tax base in urban areas by
providing more land for commercial and
other development.

Some dollars would come from funds the
Metropolitan Council sets aside to help local
governments purchase rights-of-way neces-
sary when building roads.

More dollars would come from a pool of
money (the fiscal disparities fund) made up
of a portion of each metropolitan city’s com-
mercial-industrial tax base. Specifically, the
bill would tap into a portion of the pool that
dates back to the construction of the Mall of
America.

When the Mall of Arnenca was buﬂt the
city of Bloomington sold bonds to pay for a

series of highway improvements around the

mall. For now, the fiscal disparities fund

The city of Bloomington must then repay the
pool for the interest on those bonds, beg1n~
ning in the year 2000.

Under Long’s bill, Bloomington is still re-
sponsible for payingits debt. Money from the
fiscal disparities pool, however, would con-
tinue to be tapped, this time set aside in anew
account to finance the cleanup of polluted
land. Itis estimated that until 1999, while the
pool pays off the remaining interest on the
highway bonds, it would chip in about $2
million a year to the new account. After 1999,
it would pay about $5 million a year.

A successful amendment offered in the
Taxes Committee by Rep. Andy Dawkins
(DFL-St. Paul) would alter Bloomington’s
$50 million in interest repayments. The
amendment would extend the period of time
for Bloomington torepay the interest from 10
years to 15, and start the repayments six
years later. When looking at the repayments
in terms of present discounted value the
repayments would decline from $23 million
to $14 million.

The bill also includes provisions originally
found in a housing and economic develop-
ment bill (HF1627) sponsored by Rep. H.

.Todd Van Dellen (IR-Plymouth).

One provision would exempt from the
sales tax (or offer a refund of the sales tax)
materials an d supplies used to build or fix up
affordable housing in a “developing metro
area” as defined by the Metropolitan Council
as long as at least some of the units being
fixed are financed with public assistance.

Another would create an urban homestead
exemption program that would provide tax
breaks to people who move into homes in
blighted metro neighborhoods.

The Metropolitan Council would desig-
nate one or more urban revitalization and
stabilization zones by Sept. 1, 1995. Anyone
buying and occupying a home within suchan
area would receive an income tax break for
up to five years, provided they do not move
out of the home, sell the house, fail to comply
with building codes, or get convicted of a
gross misdemeanor or a felony. An unsuc-
cessful amendment offered by Rep. Ted Win-
ter (DFL-Fulda) would have eliminated the
criminal history check on applicants to weed
out those with a felony or gross misdemeanor
conviction. ]

The maximum exemptions would equal

~$15,000 for a married couple filing jointly,

$10,000 for singles, and $12,500 for unmar-
ried people quahfymg as heads of house-

holds.

foots the bill for interest on the bonds. The .

pool s to stop paying off the interest in 1999
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Health, human services funding

A $5 billion bill that sets limits on in-home
personal care services for the disabled but
retains money to help parents with disabled
children afford long-term medical care was
approved by the House May 1. The vote was
106-27.

The House’s Omnibus Health and Human
Services bill (HF1588/SF1110*) for 1996-
1997 would spend about $60 million less
than Gov. Arne Carlson recommended and
about $650 million more than in the 1994-
1995 two-year budgeting period. (See April
28, 1995, Session Weekly, page 15)

The bill, whichis onits way to a conference
committee because the Senate and House
versions differ, would appropriate money for

programs in the Department of Human Ser-

vices, the Department of Health, and several
other smaller agencies.

It would set aside more than $3 billion for
the state’s medical plans such as Medical
Assistance, $269.5 million for Aid to Fami-
lies with Dependent Children grants, $94.5
million for General Assistance grants, and
$112 million in other public assistance and
work and training grants.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Lee Greenfield
(DFL-Mpls), became wrapped in heated de-
bate earlier this session when Carlson pro-
posed cutting back two programs that help
disabled people remain at home instead of in
an institution.

Specifically, the governor proposed to cut
a program that provides in-home personal
care attendants for the disabled and another
that allows the families of children with dis-
abilities to buy into a state medical care plan.
The program is known as TEFRA.

But after hours of public hearings and
hundreds of people who testified — many of
whom came in wheelchairs, with guide dogs,
or on ventilators —lawmakers backed down
from most of the cuts. ‘

The omnibus bill, however, would tighten
some eligibility requirements and limit some
services for personal care attendants and the
TEFRA program. An amendment by Rep.
Fileen Tompkins (IR-Apple Valley) to in-
crease funding for TEFRA was defeated.

The bill would reduce by 12.5 percent the
maximum number of personal care service
hours a recipient may receive. It also would
eliminate personal care services for ventila-
tor-dependent people in hospitals and pro-
hibits legal guardians from being personal
care service providers.

The bill further would expand the list of
personal care services not eligible for Medical
Assistance reimbursement. Only care pre-
scribed by a doctor could be reimbursed.
Currently, only a registered nurse, in con-
junction with the personal care assistant,
would need to authorize care.

It clarifies that personal care involving
social activities, recreational activities, and
educational services also are prohibited from
reimbursement.

The bill also would tighten eligibility re-
quirements for people seeking personal care
services. To qualify for those services under
the bill, individuals must be able to “identify
their needs, direct and evaluate task accom-
plishment, and assure theirhealth and safety.”

Children receiving care under the state’s
Medical Assistance program (including those
in the TEFRA program) would have to con-
tribute more for the care. Under the bill,
parents with an adjusted gross income of

$30,000 or more would have to pay a mini-

mum $25 fee or an amount depending on

Worshipers of various faiths came together at the State Capitol May 4 for the Annual National
Day of Prayer. Participants prayed and listened to the music of the Apostolic Bible Church Youth
Choir from Woodbury. ‘

their income: The bill changes the formula so
more of a family’s income is chargeable to the
fee.

Currently, only the income above 200
percent of the federal poverty level is used to
calculate the fee. The bill would lower that to
150 percent. For a family of four, that would
mean that instead of income more than about
$29,600 being used to calculate the fee,
income more than about $22,200 would

apply.

Vehicle owners could rent cars, trucks,
and vans by the month and still expect their
private automobile insurance to extend cov-
erage to those rental vehicles, under a bill the
House approved May 1. The vote was 133-0.

Current law calls for private automobile
insurance to cover vehicles rented on aweekly
or daily basis. But bill sponsor Rep. Betty
McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul) said those
who rent cars are able to obtain better rates
when renting by the month.

The bill (HF1308/SF973*) calls for ve-
hicles rented on a monthly basis to be accom-
panied by a statement which informs the
renter that, under state law, personal auto-
mobile insurance policies issued in Minne-
sota must cover rental vehicles.

Currently, such statements must accom-
pany vehicles rented by the day or week.

The bill includes language that would pre-
vent long-term renters from leasing cars and
having their auto insurance provide coverage
for those cars, McCollum said.

The bill now moves to the governor for his
consideration.

INSURANCE

Rental car coverage

LABOR

Workers’ compensation

Aworkers’ compensation reform bill which
aims to simplify the system and cut costs for
businesses is on its way to the House floor.

HF642, sponsored by Rep. Ted Winter
(DFL-Fulda), passed the House Ways and
Means Committee May 4.

Under the bill, the state would assume a
regulatory role to control workers’ compen-
sation costs. Any increase in workers’ com-
pensation insurance rates would require prior
state approval.

The state had similar authority untila 1983
law created the current system of open com-
petition.
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Critics of the current workers’ compensa-
tion system claim high costs hurt Minnesota’s
ability to compete with neighboring states for
new businesses and strain existing businesses
in the state.

The bill seeks to reduce costs to small
businesses by making it easier for them to
form self-insurance groups, which Winter
claims could save some businesses as much
as 35 percent.

And the bill would mandate a 10 percent
credit on premiums for small businesses that
go for three years without having to pay out
any benefits to an injured employee.

The bill emerged from a group of seven
reform bills heard earlier this session by a
House panel. Winter's bill does not include
the cuts in benefits to injured workers called
for in several other reform proposals.

HF642 includes provisions designed to
make the workers’ compensation system sim-
plerand to eliminate common starting points
of dispute. The bill would change the form
and duration for which certain benefits are
paid to injured workers.

A worker, for example, could receive tem-
porary total benefits — paid during the pe-
riod of healing from a work-related injury —

for no more than 100 weeks.

Currently, the benefits are paid until the
worker reaches the point of “maximum medi-
cal improvement,” after which no significant
improvement can be expected.

The problem with the current system, crit-
ics say, is the standard for recovery is unclear
and is often a cause for disputes between
employees and management that can lead to
litigation.

Winter’s bill would not change the amount
paid in temporary total benefits, which cur-
rently is 66 percent of wages up to a maxi-
mum of $516 a week.

TAXES

Property taxes and education

A proposal to put a proposed constitu-
tional amendment on the 1996 ballot that
would end the use of property taxes to fi-
nance education has won the support of the
House.

HF1844, sponsored by Rep. Ann Rest
(DFL-New Hope), won final passage in the
House May 2 on an 81-50 vote.

The bill proposes an amendment to the
Minnesota Constitution that would require
major changes in the way the state pays the
cost to run public elementary and secondary
schools.

If voters approve, the amendment would
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Gov. Arne Carlson, back to camera, met with members of the House and Senate K-12 Education
Finance conference committee May 3, where he showed the conferees his budget numbers.

eliminate property tax levies that now cover,
on average, 39 percent of the cost of operat-
ing schools.

The local levies now provide about $1.7
billion annually for schools. The proposed
amendment would shift all school operating
costs exclusively to the state.

The 1997 Legislature would have to decide
how to replace the property tax funds.

Local levies for new buildings, renova-
tions, and equipment costs would not be
affected by the amendment.

Rest and other supporters of the amend-
mentargue thatlocal levies to fund education
are unfair because the property taxes are not
directly linked to income or ability to pay.

The Legislature could revamp the school
funding system on its own, but the amend-
ment would provide a mandate for action
from Minnesotans, Rest said.

The proposed wording of the ballot ques-
tion drew criticism from some lawmakers.
The bill calls for this question to appear on
ballots:

“Shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended
to require that operating funds for public schools
come from sources other than local property
taxes?”

Rep. Charlie Weaver (IR-Anoka), who ex-
pressed support for the idea of moving more
education costs to the state, argued the ballot
question could be misleading.

But Weaver’s attempt to alter to ballot
question to inform voters the amendment
could result in increases in income or sales
taxes failed on a 62-69 vote.

The future of Rest’s bill remains unclear.
No similar legislation is pending in the Sen-
ate. '

The Senate has approved a property tax
freeze for 1996, but House members op-
posed that plan on a 13-118 vote:

From rich to poor

A bill that would shift a portion of the tax
dollars from some wealthy suburbs to less
fortunate inner-ring suburbs and the core
cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul won final
passage in the House May 4.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Myron Orfield
(DFL-Mpls), was approved on a 71-63 vote.

Orfield aims to achieve greater equity in
basic public services provided in metropoli-
tan area communities, ease competition for
tax base, and make land-use planning more
possible.

Initially, the bill would have affected the
local property tax revenues generated on the
value of homes greater than $200,000.

Orfield amended the bill on the House
floor to instead create a pool of funds for
metro redistribution drawn from the growth
in property tax revenue generated on the
value of homes greater than $200,000.

He estimates about $20 million would be
redistributed under the bill, which he de-
scribes as an extension of the 1971 fiscal
disparities law. That law pools about $270
million annually in commercial industrial
property taxes to be shared by communities
in the seven-county metro area.

If the bill becomes law, cities receiving
funds from the redistribution program in its
first year must use half the money for tax
relief rather than on increased spending.

Many northern metro suburbs would be
the biggest beneficiaries of the bill.

The bill promises to reduce property taxes
in 85 percent of the metro area, but taxes
would likely increase in the remaining 15
percent of the region.

“Real reform is sometimes tough,” Orfield
said. “There are sometimes winners and los-

»

€rs.




This is the third consecutive year Orfield
has pushed legislation to give wealthier sub-
urbs a greater role in sharing the social bur-
den faced by central cities and aging suburbs.

His bills in each of the previous two years
focused on housing in the metro area. Both
were vetoed by Gov. Arne Carlson.

Rep. Mike Osskopp (IR-Lake City) said
this year’s bill best represents the “philo-
sophical dividing line” between his party and
the DFL.

The bill would lead to tax increases for
those already paying some of the highest
taxes in the metro area and would hurt poorer
people living in cities that lose revenue, said
Rep. H. Todd Van Dellen (IR-Plymouth).

“No other single piece of legislation is more
inconsistent with the message the voters sent
us in the last election,” he added.

TRANSPORTATION

I-394 expanded?

Interstate 394 commuters could get relief
from some traffic headaches, under a bill
approved by a House panel.

"HF611 would permit a stretch of 1-394
near the Penn Avenue interchange in Minne-
apolis to be widened to allow one additional
lane of traffic in each direction.

Currently, the highway narrows near Penn
from three to two lanes in each direction plus
a high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane — or
“sane lane ” — for carpools and buses.

“It is a tremendous bottleneck, and it is
dangerous,” said bill sponsor Rep. Peggy
Leppik (IR-Golden Valley).

The House Economic Development, Infra-
structure and Regulation Finance Committee
approved the bill May 2.

A provision in current law limits to six the
total number oflanes in the Penn interchange
area. Leppik’s bill would allow an exception
to that provision if the Metropolitan Council
approves and if certain conditions are met.

Before construction of new lanes could
take place, those conditions would require:
» the speed limit to be reduced to 45 miles per

hour on the stretch of I-394 from the 1-94

interchange downtown Minneapolis to the

western city limits;

» the Department of Transportation to adopt
as a goal the construction of a noise barrier
along westbound 1-394 from Penn to
Theodore Wirth Parkway;,

» the department and the Metropolitan Coun-
cil to design and implement a program to
increase the use of HOV lanes and to bring
the average occupancy rate on 1-394 to 1.6

people per vehicle by the year 2000. A

1990 study showed an average occupancy

rate of 1.2 people per vehicle on Twin

Cities highways; and
» a cooperative effort among the state and the

cities of Minneapolis and Golden Valley to

develop a policy for enforcement of speed

and HOV lane restrictions on 1-394.

The bill does not include an appropriation
for construction of the new lanes, and it does
not set a date for construction.

HF611 now goes to the House Rules and
Legislative Administration Committee.

Do certain bills make good policy or just
good sound bites?

Suspecting that the latter is sometimes
true, Rep. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls)
authored a tongue-in-cheek proposal to deal
with a “sound bite bill or amendment.”

Sound bite legislation is “designed without
substantive purpose {and] appealsto a theme
that has been politically tested to elicit an
emotional response.”

The Orfield amendment, which appeared
on the House floor during discussion of the
judiciary finance bill May 2, goes on to ex-
plain that a sound bite bill “is likely to be
discussed on talk radio, and requires a long
debate with much posturing.” (The amend-
ment was never formally offered for consid-
eration and was not voted on.)

There would be a “presumption” that a
measure falls into the sound bite category if it
“1) refers in any manner to student lockers,
(as HF1700 does) 2) responds to a TV news

story that is repeated on three successive
evenings, (the bill also tries to limit frivolous
lawsuits by prison inmates, the subject of a
multi-evening TV news investigation) 3) in-
volves a simple punitive slogan, or 4) re-
quires the repeated discussion of sexual acts.”

A committee, appointed by the speaker,
would consider sound bite bills. The Sound
Bite Bill Committee — composed of House
members judged “most likely to offer sound
bite bills or amendments” — would convene
in Room 181 of the State Office Building (the
room often used for Capitol press confer-
ences).

Finally, bills would only emerge from the
committee after they are “amended to be-
come substantive.”

At the close of the Tuesday afternoon
House floor session, Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-
Mpls) reminded female lawmakers about the
“dress code” that would be in effect the
following day.

What dress code?

When members of the House and Senate
assembled in the House chamber at noon on
May 3 to select regents for the University of
Minnesota, almost all the female legislators
were wearing pink.

Kahn said the color coordination was de-
signed so the female members of the Legjsla-
ture “would be visible, and also to point out
that they are definitely a brighter element in
the legislative scene.”

The word “brighter” can be interpreted
“anyway you want,” Kahn added.

There are 32 women in the House, and 19
in the Senate — or about 25 percent of the
1995 Legislature.

Eunice Haugen, exhibits coordinator for the Minnesota Museum of American Art, hangs one of
the works of art by Native American artist George Morrison, Grand Portage, in the North Wing
of the State Capitol May 1. The museum recently acquired a selection of the artist’s work which
will be on display until May 12.

May 5, 1995 / SESSION WEEKLY 13




Project 120 . ..

ach week for 11 weeks during the

legislative session, a different group of

three dozen high school students from
around the state descends on the State Capi-
tol to learn the ins and outs of the political
process.

The program they are participating in is
called Project 120. (The name refers to the
number of days the Minnesota Constitution
says the Legislature can meet in session each
biennium.)

In no other state can high school students
spend one week at the Capitol sitting in on
committee hearings and meeting with the
attorney general, the secretary of state, and
other political officers as well as their per-
sonal representatives and senators, said Karyn
Diehl, Project 120’s director.

A new group of 36 students from varied
high schools — no more than five students
from each high school per group — meet
each week as part of the program.

Project 120 began in 1976 in conjunction
with the nation’s bicentennial celebration
and has kept growing, Diehl said. Funding
for the non-profit organization comes from a
legislative appropriation, various foundations
and corporations, and the students, who pay
$225if their families can afford it. No student
is turned away because of inability to pay,
Diehl said.

The student fee pays for a stay at the St.
Paul Radisson and all meals.

Students learn about the program through
their high schools, advertising, or their in-
volvement in the Youth in Government pro-
gram, sponsored by the YMCA.

They spend Monday through Thursday
getting to know each other and taking partin
activities, such as observing the House and
Senate in session and holding a mock trial at
Hamline Law School.

Many students are drawn to the program
because they want to learn up close how state
government works.
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Immersing students in thel staie s political process

That's the main reason Victoria Cameron,
15, from Lakeville, Minn., took partin Project
120. Her group was the last to spend time at
the Capitol. They came Sunday, April 30 and
attended an orientation session. Monday
through Thursday they toured the Capitol.

“Probably the best part was meeting the
actual people,” Cameron said. “I liked meet-
ing the attorney general because I'm planning
to run for that [office] in Youth in Govern-
ment.”

Cameron and her friend, Leslie Pomplun,
who also attended the final Project 120 pro-
gram of the 1995 session, took part in Youth
in Government earlier this year. Under that
program, students give speeches, craft legis-
lation, and hold debates on the floor of the
House.

Project 120 also helps students from var-

ied Minnesota backgrounds meet and dis-

cuss their lifestyles, Pomplun said. About
2,000 students attend her high school, but
during the week she met students whose high
school classes are much smaller.

“You’re meeting more people and it just
makes their experiences more real. Being

Project 120 students, left to right, Mark Kociemba of Rocori High School in Cold Spring near St. Cloud,
Minn., and Jill Rademacher, Bethany Maus, and Heather Berens of Melrose High School met with Rep.
Jeff Bertram May 3. Bertram, an ardent supporter of the program, is a former Project 120 student himself.

here makes government more real, too,” she
said.

For her part, Cameron said she plans to
pursue a career in politics, thanks, in part, to
her Project 120 involvement.

Many state government employees and
politicians have a Project 120 past, Diehl
said. Rep. Jeff Bertram (DFL-Paynesville) for
example, attended the program as a student.

“When I phone many offices at the Capitol
to set up appointments with the students, the
person at the other end of the phone will say,
‘Oh yes, I was a Project 120 student,” Diehl
said.

Students are tested on their knowledge of
state government both before and after they
complete the program. Their test scores usu-
ally improve dramatically, Diehl said.

“We tell students we teach them the politi-
cal process and the importance of being
involved in government. We also teach them
to respect diversity in each other,” Diehl said.

— Jean Thilmany




To Be or Not To Be . . . Jan. 20 - May 4, 1995

Once a bill has passed both the House and

the Senate in identical form, it’s ready to be

sent to the governor for consideration. The

governor has several options when consider-

ing a bill. The governor can:

o sign the bill and it will become law;

* veto the bill;

* line-item veto individual items within an
appropriations bill; or

* donothing, which results in the bill becom-
ing law in the first year of the biennium.
The timing of these actions is as important

as the actions themselves.

In the first year of the biennium, the im-
portant thing to remember is this: the gover-
nor has three days from the time of “present-
ment” to veto a bill. If the governor doesn’t
sign the bill within this time frame, it will
become law with or without his signature.
(Sundays aren’t counted in the three-day
time limit, but holidays are.)

Only on appropriations bills can the gov-
ernor exercise the line-item veto authority.
This option allows the governor to eliminate
the appropriation items to which he objects.
Aswith all vetoes, the governor must include

Bills await the governor’s signature — or veto

a statement listing the reasons for the veto
with the returned bill. Here, too, the time-
table is within three days after the governor
receives the bill.

A two-thirds vote of the members in each
house is needed to override a veto. But be-
cause only the governor can call a special
session of the Legislature, anything vetoed
after the Legislature adjourns is history — at
least until next year.

The governor’s veto authority is outlined
in the Minnesota Constitution (Article IV,
Section 23).

] 45 87 Relating to taxation; making technical corrections and clarifications; making administrative changes. 2/14/95
2 928 134 Relating to gambling; providing for an alternate member of the advisory council an gambling. 2/17/95
3 29 42 Relating fo traffic regulations; repealing sunset provision concerning recreational vehicle combinations. 2/22/95
4 3 44 Relating to energy; extending the deadline for the initial report of the legislative eleciric energy task force. 2/22/95
5 262 75 Relating to real property; clarifying requirements relating to filing of notices relating to mechanics” liens. 2/24/95
6 137 213 Relating fo utilites; abolishing sunset provision related to competifive rates for electric utilities. 3/1/95
7 52 33 Relating to drivers” licenses; permitiing certain licensees to wear headwear in driver's license and Minnesota identification 3/1/95
card photographs.
8 103 141 Relating to elections; providing for review of certain school board plans by the Secretary of State; changing allocation of certain 3/2/95
election expenses; providing for refention of election materials.
9 164 65 Relating to utilites; regulating area development rate plans. 3/10/95
10 37 49 Relafing to focal government; allowing either the town of Glen or the town of Kimberly in Aitkin County fo have an cffemafive | ~ 3 /17/95
annual meeting day.
554 620 Relating to securities; regulating enforcement actions aguinst ficensees; modifying the definition of investment metal. - 317/95
64 Relating fo corrections; requiring that the commissioner of corrections nofify affected local governments before licensing 3/20/! 95
certain foster care facilities for delinguent children.
Relating fo housing; clarifying provisions relating to retaliafory conduct and manufactured home parks. 3/20/95
Relating to housing; modifying eligibility for transitional housing services. 3/22/95
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15 349 %6 Relating to local government; towns; authorizing the town board fo set upa peny cosh fund. 3/22/95
16 125 197 Relating to corrections; prohibifing correctional inmafes from opp‘ying for name changes more than ance during an inmate’s 3/21/95
confinement. : -
17 435 975 Relating to public uifies; authorizing performance-based gas purchasing regulation for gas utiifies. 3/27/95
18 7231 95 Relating fo occupations and professions; Board of Medical Pmdicé; changing licensing requirements for foreign applicants; 3/27/95
changing certain disciptinary procedures. '
19 6 50 Relafing to highways; designating o bridge s the Betty Adkins Bridge. 3/21/95
2 647 181 Relafing to elecfions; allowing fime off to vote in elections to fil a vacancy in the legisature. 3/21/95
9 299 182 Relating fo fowns; clarifying the procedure fo filla vacancy in the office of fown supervisor, 3/21/95
2 887 764 Relating to public administration; providing St. Paul with additional authority in regard to the Teacher Training Insfitute. 3/27/95
23 95 132 Relating to highways; prohibiting headwalls in highway rights-ofway; imposing a penalty. 3/27/95
2 570 318 Relating to insurance; changing the date on which crop hail insurance rates must be filed with the commissioner. 3/27/95
2% 654 534 Relating to towns; clarifying authority of fown board o alter or vacate town roads dedicated by plat. 3/29/95
% 121 310 Relating fo state trails; authorizing extension of the Blufflands Trail System in Winona County. 3/29/95
97 305 25 Relating to local government; clarfying provisions for financial audits in certain dircumstances. 3/29/95
28 153 145 Relating to motor vehicles; providing fime limi for refunding motor vehicle registration tax overpayment. 3/29/95
29 129 229 Relating o government data practices; medical exoriner data; allowing sharing of such data with a state or federal agency 3/31/95
charged with invesfigating a death.
30 735 N4 Relating to crime prevention; providing an exception fo the prohibition on concealing identity. 4/5/95
3] 347 293 Relating to debt; providing for prompt payment of subcontracters of municipal contractors; madifying cerfain provisions 4/5/95
relating to liens and performance bonds.
37 371 174 Relafing to game and fish; continuing the authorization for residents under the age of 16 to take deer of either sex. 4/5/95
33 337 739 Relating to agriculture; changing certain procedures for compensating crop owners for damage by elk. 4/5/95
34 1148 1099 Relating to elections; permitting election judges to serve outside the county where.they reside in certain cases. 4/10/95
35 287 937 Relating to state govemment; permitting state employees to donatevacation leave for the benefit ofa certain state employee. 4/12/95
34 812 710 Relating fo natural resources; broadening the uses permitted for emergency materials and eqﬁipment. 4/12/95
37 564 748 Relating to notaries; providing licensed peace officers with the powers of a notary public for administering oaths upon 4/12/95
information submitted fo establish probable cause.
38 567 983 Relating to data practices; providing for disclosure of certain hospital and health care provider tax datato the commissioner 4/12/95
of human services and the United States Department of Health and Human Services.
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Relating to agriculture; modifying provisions related to farmed cervidae. 4/12/95

40 568 528 Relating to fraffic regulations; requiring adult motorcycle rider to wear eye profection device. 4/19/95
41 782 427 Eelc([mng to Western Lake Superior Sanitary District; providing for compliance with certain requirements of the Internal Revenue 4/18/95
ode.

42 150 220 Relating to liquor; term of femporary onvsale licenses. 4/18/95
43 28 72 Relating to occupations and professions; Bourd of Medical Practice; reinstating certain advisory council. Approved

S
44 226 73 Relating to occupations and professions; requiring reporting of certain insurance setflements to Board of Medical Pracice. 4/19/95
45 715 453 Relating to towns; providing for damage award to affected property owner when town board adopts a recorded town rood 4/18/95

map. :

46 216 426 Relafing to motor vehicles; changing definition of fleet for vehicle registration purposes. 4/18/95
4 1065 859 Relating to St. Louis County; modifying certain accounting and expenditure requirements for road and bridge fund tax money 4/18/95

derived from unorganized townships.

48 355 335 Relating to the organization and operation of state government; providing supplemental appropriations for certain purposes. 4/18/95

49 1463 77 Relating to civil actions; niew mator vehicle warranties; clarifying the limitation on actions after informal dispute settlement 4/19/95
mechanism decisions.

50 175 194 Relating fo highways; designating bridge as Bridge of Hope. : 4/18/95

51 1433 1176 Relating to uiilities; providing that Sleepy Eye need not provide notice to the commissioner of trade and economic development 4/18/95

hefore discontinuing steam heating operations.

52 350 34 Relating to insurance; health; requiring plans issued to supplement Medicare to provide coverage for equipment and supplies 4/19/95
for the management and freatment of diabstes.

53 714 574 Rtelfﬁng to Indians; requiring the commissioner of natural resources fo change certain names of geographic features of the 4/18/95
state.

54 1145 1060 Relating o employment, modifying provisions relating to re-employment insurance. 4/18/95

55 110 320 Relating to criminal procedure; allowing warrantless probable cause arrests for certain offenses committed on school property. 4/18/95

56 1390 264 Relating to drivers’ licenses; abolishing separate review process for commercial drivers’ license disqualification. 4/19/95

57 139 .204 Relating to state government; requiring reporting on and certain analysis of federal mandates imposed on state agencies. 4/18/95

58 1338 1042 Relating to limited liability organizations; modifying name requirements; eliminating a filing requirement; clarifying when debts ) 4/19/95

arise or accrue for limited liability parterships.

59 1747 838 Relating to barbers; exempting persons performing barbering services for charitable purposes from registration and other 4/18/95
requirements.

60 1039 856 Relating to Dakota County; assigning o the county administrator the duties of the dlerk of the county board. 4/18/95

61 1075 521 Relating to adoption; requiring the listing of all children freed for adoption on the state adoption exchange within 20 days. 4/19/95

345 239 Reloting to state lands; outhorizing the sale of certain taxforfeited land that borders public water in Kandiyohi County. 4/18/95
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63 724 1055 Relating o occupations and professions; exempting certain social workers from requirement fo abfain home care provider 4/19/95
license; exempting some social workers employed in o hospital or nursing home from examination; modifying licensure
requirements; requiring hospital and nursing home social workers to be licensed. ‘

64 1091 1337 Relating to commerce; regulating sales by transisnt merchanfs; prohibiting the sale of certain items by cerfain merchants; 4/19/95

: prescribing penalifies.

65 1307 867 Relating to game and fish; identification required on ice fishing shelfers. 4/19/95

66 1363 1336 Relating to health; modifying provisions relating to drug dispensing. - 4/19/95

67 670 none Relating fo Winona County; authorizing Winona County fo negofiate and enfer into a contract for deed with Winona County 4/19/95
Developmental Achievement Center.

68 457 469 Relating to commerce; real estate; regulating certain licensees and registrants and recovery fund actions. 4/20/95

69 612 543 Relafing to health; requiring equal reatment of prescription drug prescribers; dlarifying the role of practice guidelines in 4/19/95
prescribing legend drugs.

70 145 1255 Relating fo corrections; authorizing use of force in defense of assaultin correctional facilities under the confrol of or licensed 4/19/95
by the commissioner.

n 831 348 Relating to motor vehicles; clarifying power to appoint mator vehicle deputy registrars. 4/19/95

72 1134 687 Relating to traffic regulations; requiring minimum clearance when passing bicycle or individual on roudway or bikeway; 4/20/95
requiring bicycle traffic laws to be included in driver's manual and driver's license tests.

73 661 446 Relating to commerce; restraint of trade; repealing price markup provisions in the sales discrimination low. 4/19/95

74 9 172 Relating fo motor vehicles; providing for issuance of manufacturer fest plates. 4/19/95

75 687 474 Relating to insurance; Medicare-related coverage; regulating policy reinstatement., 4/21/95

76 679 566 Relating to education; allowing the residential program operated by [ndependent School District No. 518 fo remain open unti 4/21/95
7/1/96 (Lakeview School).

77 316 133 Relating to state lands; authorizing the private sale of certain tax-forfeited lands bordering public waters in Cook and St. Louis 4/2/95
counties.

78 544 520 Relating to courts; requiring the state court administrator to prepare a guide to informal probate. 4/1/95

79 859 833 Relating to cities; authorizing cifies to conduct private sales of unclaimed property through nonprofit arganizations. 4/0/95

80 823 726 Relating to hospitals; removing an exception for certain cities and counties from certain hospital financing activities. 4/21/95

81 744 511 Relating to health; modifying provisions relating to nursing home administrators. 4/0/95

82 765 299 Relating to vocational rehabilitation; changing references to visually disabled person; making changes of a technical and 4/21/95
housekeeping nature. :

83 1441 1023 Relating fo public lands; notice requirements for sales of tax-forfsited lands; leasing of taxforfeited lands; foads used by 4/0/95
counties on taxforfeited lands.

84 1255 644 Relafing to state lands; modifying the provisions of a land sale to the city of Anoku.: . 4/24/95
85 900 144 Relating o Haffic regulations; limiting access fo data on holders of disubled parking certificates; madifying provisions governing 4/24/95
display and use of cerfficates. ~ -

86 83 91 Relating to gambling; providing eligiblity for participation s a provider n the stafe compUIsiv&gumhlingkprogmm. 4/24/95




Relating o the environment; requiring the Pollution Control Agency to permit the operation of certain waste combustors.

4/24/95

88 806 680 Relating to state lands; authorizing the commissioner of natural resources to sell certain land in Scott County. 4/24/95

89 1553 1209 Relating to Hennepin County; modifying certain provisions conceming the county medical examiners office. 4/24/95

90 1063 858 Relafing to the city of Duluth; making certain statutory provisions concerning public utilifies applicable to the city of Duluth; 4/25/95
authorizing @ demonstration project to develop methods fo prevent the infiltration and inflow of storm water into the city’s
sanifary sewer system.

N 843 613 Relafing to insurance; health; requiring coverage for hospitalization and anesthesia coverage for dental procedures; requiring 4/25/95
coverage for general anesthesia and treatment for covered medical conditions rendered by o dentist.

92 344 303 Relating to real property; providing for the form and record of certain assignments; revising the Comman Inferest Ownership 4/25/95
Act: changing the application of curative and validating lw for mortage foreclosures.

93 1457 1583 Relating to state lands; authorizing the commissianer of natural resources fo sell certain acquired state lands located in Becker 4/26/95
County.

94 1378 1144 Relating to the city of Minneapolis; authorizing the Minneapolis City Counil to delegate fo the city engineer cerfain authority 4/26/95
over traffic and parking.

95 1332 839 Relating to agriculture; modifying pesticide posting requirements; changing certain pesticide dealer requirements; changing 4/26/95
expiration of pesticide applicator cerfifications, efc.

9% 1130 893 Relating to insurance; the Comprehensive Health Association; changing benefits; changing the association’s enrollment freeze 4/26/95
date.

97 3717 390 Relating to driving while intoxicated; extending vehicle forfeiture penalies to include failure to appear af trial for designated 4/28/95
driving while intoxicated offenses.

98 1468 1268 Relating o the governor; providing that the governor may declare aninability to discharge duties of the office or may be declared 4/28/95
unable to do so.

99 464 M Relating to motor vehicles; limiting license plate impoundment provisions to seff-propelled motor vehicles. 4/28/95

100 1645 1390 Relating to commerce; specifying kinds of wood for certain exterior construction applications. 4/28/95

101 1153 1097 Relating fo transportation; authorizing cities, counties, and transit commissions and quthorifies outside the metropolitan area 4/28/95
to provide certain paratransit outside their service areas.

102 838 713 Relating fo Olmsted County; authorizing the county to create a non-profit corporation to own and operate a hospifal and medical 4/28/95
center.

103 702 522 Relating o traffic regulations; allowing school authorities to appoint non-pupil adults to schaol safety patrols. 5/1/95

104 901 1129 Relating to drivers” licenses; requiring additional information in drivers” education programs, the driver's license examination, 5/1/95
and the driver's manual regarding the legal and financial consequences of viclating DWlelated laws.

105 1641 1396 Relating to local goverment; requiring a local governmental unit to furnish copies of any ordinances adopted fo the county 5/1/95
law library.

106 529 431 Relating to eminent domain proceedings. 5/1/95

107 340 305 Relating to commerce; motor vehicle sales and distribution; regulating the establishment and relocation of dedlerships. 5/1/95

108 985 830 Relaﬁn? tostate lands; allowing the sale of certain state forest lands; requirin? the commissioner of natural resources fo convey - 5/1/95 ‘ .
cerfain land fo the city of Akeley for public purposes; authorizing the sale of cestain trust fund lands; uuthorizin?'the sle of =
tox-forfeited land in Todd County; authorizing the commissioner of transportation to acquire certain frust fund land. : -

866 683 Relating to loca! government; authorizing home ule charter and stafutory citis to make grants to non-profit communify food
shelves. -
533 420 Relafing to Stearns County; authorizing the Paynesville Area Hospital Distict to annex the city of Eden Valley fo the di

authorizing the city of Sauk Centre to determine the number of members of the Public Uﬁliﬁés Commission. -




111 47 94 Relating to solid waste; merging two conflicting amendments to the solid waste generator assessment statute that were 5/3/ 95
enacted in 1994,

112 565 501 Relating fo metropolitan area housing; authorizing the Metrapolitan Council o operate a federal section 8 housing program 5/3/95
within the metropolitan area pursuant fo joint exercise of powers agreements.

113 1060 810 Relating 1o local government; excluding certain fire and police department employees from civil service in the city of South 5/3/95
St. Paul.

114 813 974 Relating o human services; establishing a temporary payment rate for a recently purchased intermediate care facilty for 5/3/95
persons with mental retardation or relafed conditions.

115 877 949 Relating to insurance; private passenger vehicle insurance; providing for a premium reduction for vehicles having antitheft 5/3/95
alarms or devices.

116 68 68 Relating to insurance; requiring insurers to offer altenative methods for the payment of group life policy proceeds. 5/3/95

17 1485 1 Relating fo occupations and professions; permitiing protective agents to perform certain traffic control duties. 5/4/95

118 1011 1015 Relating to traffic regulations; prohibifing radar jammers. 5/3/95

119 1320 1073 Relating fo the environment; establishing a private cause of action for abandonment of hazardous waste.

120 383 340 Relating to fraffic requlations; clarifying conditions when covering motor vehicle hea lamp, tail lamp, or reflectoris unlawful, efc.

121 1425 1250 Relating to taxforfeited land; modifying the terms of payment for certain tax-forfeited timber,

122 1626 1572 Refating to state goverment, prohibiting investment of public funds in certain assefs.

123 733 1547 Relating fo employment; modifying provisions relating to high pressure piping installation; providing penalties.

124 54 779 Relafing to state government; directing the governor, attorney general, and other public officers to perform certain dufies in
regard fo certain waters and public lands.

125 -354 807 Relating to utilities; allowing small gas utifity franchises an exemption from rate regulation for incidental uilty service.

126 1194 947 Relating to state govermment; allocating certain appropriations fo regional arts council.

127 1008 606 Relating to family law; authorizing courts fo require parfies to participate in orientation programs in proceedings involving
children.

128 399 559 Relafing to business organizations; clarifying corporate authority with respect to rights to purchase; regulating filings and
related matters; providing for service of process.

129 32 29 Relating to marriage; authorizing refired court administrators to solemnize marriages.

130 651 591 Relating fo probate; clarifying and correcting provisions of the uniform probate code; expanding authority for safe deposit
box searches, etc.

131 244 306 Relating to employment; establishing the governor’s workforce development council to replace certain other councils.

132 273 455 Relating to motor vehicles; allowing license plates for collector vehicles fo be fransferred and reissued; imposing fees.

133 266 180 Relafing fo peace officers; authorizing certain expenditures by a surviving spouse from a dependent child's share of peace
officer's suvivor benefits.

134 1460 1374 Relafing to government; modifying a budget report date for cities; modifying certain budgef publication requirements.
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Relating to health; establishing provisions for mobile health care providers.

309 Relating to health; modifying provisions relating fo access o patients and residents.
553 Relating o motor vehicles; authorizing sale and disposal of unauthorized, abandoned, and junk vehicles by impound lots.
493 Relating to public employees; providing a leave of absence for public employees who are candidates for elective office.
139 694 608 Relating to human services; modifying child care programs and county contribution.
140 . 1308 973 Relafing to insurance; automobile; permitting users of rental vehicles to benefit from lower price rental periods without losing
coverage.
141 617 561 Relating to retirement; various public pension plans; providing for the suspension of forfeiture of certain survivor benefits in

the event of certain felonious deaths; etc.

142 927 864 Relating to domestic abuse; eliminating hearing requirements in certain cases; providing for notices.

143 1048 846 Relating to commerce; regulating videotape distributions; requiring certain captioning for deaf or hard of hearing persons;
providing penalities and remedes.

144 1052 565 Relafing to the federal lien registration act; imposing duties on filing officers; providing for filing of notices and of certificates
of discharge; designating an official index; providing for the transmission of certain information.

145 » 1402 1163 Relating to motor vehicles; authorizing issuance of original license plates 20 or more years old to a registered passenger
automobile; authorizing registrar to charge a fee.

146 1003 1075 Relating fo haalth; modifying provisions relating to X-1ay operators and inspections; establishing an advisory committes.

147 1018 1067 Relating fo the environment; conforming state regulation of chlorofluorocarbons to federal low.

148 1371 1272 Relating fo'commerce; securities; regulating disclosure of payment received for directing order flow.

149 1252 1051 Relating o emergency felephone services; requiring provider of cellular telephone services to include in its billings a notice
regarding 911 calls.

150 1082 1407 Relating o cooperatives; permitting certain optional voting systems for cooperatives that have other cooperatives as members.

151 n7 139 Relating fo insurdice; life; regulating living benefits seftlements; adopting the NAIC viatical setilements model act; prescribing

powers and duties; appropriating money.

152 751 649 Relating fo insurance; requlating trade practices; prohibifing certain ijspronce agent quotas.

153 1709 1523 Relafing fo the city of Chianhassen; authorizing certqin bid specificaﬁdns for phyground equipment on an experimental basis.
154 1437 1152 | Relating to employment; requiring disdosuré f§ récrﬁiféd efﬁployees in the food processing industry.

155 1174 1091 Relafing to transportation; expanding dUTHOIiW ofcbhhissionerof tmnsbonuﬁonto regulate providers of special transportation

senice; dlassifying data; providing fprudminisfmﬁve fees and penalties.

156 620 752 Relating fo telecommunications; allowing for altemative regulation of telephone companies for  limited period; authorizing
rulemaking fo promote fair and reasonable competition for local exchange senvice.

416 308 Relating to crime prevention; authorizing special registration plates for certain persons subject to an impoundment order.
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Minnesota House of Representatives 1995-96

Unofficial list as of April 12,1995

Phone

District/Member/Party (612) 296-

District/Member/Party

Phone
(612) 296-

45A Abrams, Ron (IR) .........
10A Anderson, Bob (DFL) ...
19B Anderson, Bruce (IR)....
3A Anderson, [rv (DFL) ....cccoevverinnnne.
6A Bakk, Thomas (DFL) .......cccccevuennne
14B Bertram, Jeff (DFL).......
10B Bettermann, Hilda (IR} ..
30B Bishop, Dave (IR) .........
25B Boudreau, Lynda (IR) ...
30A Bradley, Fran (IR) .........
53B Broecker, Sherry (IR)....
13A Brown, Chuck (DFL) ......cccovveninne
46B Carlson, Lyndon R. (DFL) ............. 379 e 4255
47B Carruthers, Phil (DFL) .
61A Clark, Karen (DFL) .......
38A Commers, Tim (IR) ..cccooeeevvneninnes
15B Cooper, Roger (DFL) ...cccccviviiines
11A Daggett, Roxann (IR) ...
9B Dauner, Marvin (DFL) ......
31B Davids, Gregory M. (IR)
65A Dawkins, Andy (DFL) .cooovvveeenennne
14A Dehler, Steve (IR) .........
51A Delmont, Mike (DFL) ...
29A Dempsey, Jerry (IR) coooveervernnennene
24A Dorn, John (DFL) ..ccovverenvrirnane.
64A Entenza, Matt (DFL) ..
42A Erhardt, Ron (IR) ..........
67A Farrell, Jim (DFL) .ooooveeereinrcenns
1B Finseth, Tim (IR) ....ccocovniiiiiies
31A Frerichs, Don L. (IR)...... .
63B Garcia, Edwina (DFL) ...
21A Girard, Jim (IR) ....cccoooereinneiicnnens
9A Goodno, Kevin (IR) ..cccovrveviinennne.
62A Greenfield, Lee (DFL)...
54B Greiling, Mindy (DFL) ...
48A Haas, Bill (IR) .....coovereviiieieeraenn.
50A Hackbarth, Tom (IR) .....c.ccocecceennen
22B Harder, Elaine (IR)............ .
12A Hasskamp, Kris (DFL)
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL)
56A Holsten, Mark (IR) ....cccovevrrereneenncn.
26A Hugoson, Gene (IR) ........
6B Huntley, Thomas (DFL) ...
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) .....ccovveiininneieene,
58B Jefferson, Richard H. (DFL) ...........
18B Jennings, Loren (DFL)............ .
48B Johnson, Alice M. (DFL)
4A Johnson, Bob (DFL) .........cccuenene.
32B Johnson, Virgil J. (IR) .....ccccovevienne
598 Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) ............. .
26B Kalis, Henry J. (DFL) ...........
44A Kelley, Steve (DFL) .....ccoecevveeenne
35B Kelso, Becky (DFL) ...cocovvvvvrncenncns
4B Kinkel, Anthony G. “Tony” (DFL) ....
40B Knight, Kevin (IR) .eccoovverveieneercnnen.
16B Knoblach, Jim (IR) ......ccoceveirirerennee
17A Koppendrayer, LeRoy (IR).............
27A Kraus, Ron (IR) ..cccccenvininnne -
53A Krinkie, Phil (IR) .... .
56B Larsen, Peg (IR) ..o
27B Leighton, Robert (DFL).......c.ccvvine
458 Leppik, Peggy (IR) ........... .
2A Lieder, Bernie (DFL)
33A Lindner, Arlon (IR) ..occcconininiiiinnns
60A Long, Dee (DFL) ..cccccovvvinininiinnns
8B Lourey, Becky (DFL)..... .
47A Luther, Darlene (DFL)

Note: Room numbers are still subject to change.
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50B
37B
40A
55A
65B
57B
55B
36B
54A
398
35A
21B

7A

8A

43A

Lynch, Teresa (IR) .....ccooniveinienen
Macklin, Bill (IR) .............. .
Mahon, Mark P. (DFL) ..
Mares, Harry (IR) ...ccooverirenvnennnnns
Mariani, Carlos (DFL) ....cc.ccovvenenee.
Marko, Sharon (DFL).......
McCollum, Betty (DFL) ....
McElroy, Dan (IR) .....cccoeevviiiinnnne
McGuire, Mary Jo (DFL}) ......ccceune
Milbert, Bob (DFL) ........... “
Molnau, Carol (IR) ....
Mulder, Richard (IR) .....c.ccoonveirincns
Munger, Willard (DFL) ......ccovvevennen.
Murphy, Mary (DFL) ........ .
Ness, Robert “Bob” (IR)..
Olson, Edgar (DFL) ...cccooeviiinninns
Olson, Mark (IR) ..ccccovvniiicnicnnens
Onnen, Tony (IR) ...
Opatz, Joe (DFL) ................
Orenstein, Howard (DFL)
Orfield, Myron (DFL) ....ccccococceennnn
Osskopp, Mike (IR)....... “
Osthoff, Tom (DFL) ...
Ostrom, Don (DFL) .....ccooevceviiiinns
Otremba, Ken (DFL)
Ozment, Dennis (IR)
Paulsen, Erik (IR) .....
Pawlenty, Tim (IR) ....cccoocv e
Peliow, Richard (IR)......cc.cccvvvecernen
Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL) ....
Perlt, Wallter E. (DFL) ..........
Peterson, Doug (DFL) «..cccccvvveennnnn.
Pugh, Thomas (DFL) ....c..ccovveenee.
Rest, Ann H. (DFL)
Rhodes, Jim (IR) ..........
Rice, James I. (DFL) .....ccocvevvnnennn.
Rostberg, Jim (IR) «.ooovvvvrcriiennn,
Rukavina, Tom (DFL) ... "
Sarna, John J. (DFL) ...........
Schumacher, Leslie (DFL) .............
Seagren, Alice (IR) ..cccovvevevivrvrnnns
Simoneau, Wayne (DFL) ...............
Skoglund, Wesley J. “Wes” (DFL) ..
Smith, Steve (IR} ...cccooveeieiiieninenns
Solberg, Loren (DFL) .....cccocverennrene.
Stanek, Rich (IR) ............
Sviggum, Steven A. (IR) ..
Swenson, Doug (IR) ...cocevvevvnnnenn
Swenson, Howard (IR) ......ccc.cveene
Sykora, Barbara (IR) .......
Tomassoni, David (DFL) ..
Tompkins, Eileen (IR) ......ccccceevveenns
Trimble, Steve (DFL) .....c.cccoevnrunne.
Tuma, John (IR)............
Tunheim, Jim (DFL) ............
Van Dellen, H. Todd (IR) .......c.......
Van Engen, Tom (IR) ..o
Vickerman, Barb (IR) ....
Wagenius, Jean (DFL).....
Warkentin, Eldon H. (IR) .....
Weaver, Charlie (IR) ........
Wejcman, Linda (DFL) .......
Wenzel, Stephen G. (DFL) .............
Winter, Ted (DFL) ......ccccvvurenen.
Wolf, Ken (IR) ...........
Worke, Gary D. (IR).......
Workman, Tom (IR) ....ccccoovvrrrenee.

*All rooms are in the State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155



In the Hopper . . . April 28 - May 4, 1995

HF1884-HF1895

Monday, May 1 HF1889—Jefferson (DFL) HF1893—Peterson(DFL)

Governmental Operations Commerce, Tourism and Consumer Affairs
HF188 A——Rosrberg (IR) Juneteenth; June 19th designated astateholi-  Premium gasoline sold or offered for use in
Education day. recreational vehicles exempted from mini-
Independent School District No. 911, Cam- mum oxygen content level requirement.
bridge, provided grant for year-round school :
pilot program, and money appropriated. WedneSdCI)’, MG)’ 3 HF1894—P eferson (DFL) .

Commerce, Tourism and Consumer Affairs

HF1885—Wenzel (DFL) HF1890—Ozment (IR) Premium gasoline exemptgd from minimum
Health and Human Services Environment and Natural Resources oxygen content level requirement.

‘Woman'’s right to know act adopted. Great horned owl trapping by poultry farm-
; ’ ers authorized. PPing By potty HF1895—Peterson (DFL)

HF1886—Wenzel (DFL) Commerce, Tourism and Consumer Affairs
Health and Human Services Premium gasoline sold or offered for use in

Thurs dCI)’ M ay 4 motorized watercraft exempted from mini-
7

Abortion informed consent required. .
murm oxygen content level requirement.

HF1887—Wenzel (DFL)
Health and Human Services
Abortioninformed consent required and civil
cause of action provided.

HF1891—Bakk (DFL)

Environment and Natural Resources

Gray wolf management plan developed by
natural resources department.

HF1892—Johnson, V. {IR)

Tuesday, MG)’ 2 Environment and Natural Resources

Hunting, trapping and angling lawful activity
HF1888—Hasskamp (DFL) impedance or obstruction prohibited, and
Judiciary penalties provided.

Firearms; right to keep and bear arms not
abridged and constitutional amendment pro-
posed.

Coming Up Next Week . . . May 8 - 12, 1995

2 p.m.

Schedule is subject to change. .
For information updates, call House CONFERENCE COMMITT
Calls at (612) 296-9283. All meetings 224 State Capitol

are open to the public. HF323 (Dawkins); SF249 (]ohnson,
Agenda: Landlord deemed cust :

MONDAY, qu 8 record on utility accounts.

ovisions modifications.
*Room and Time to be announced* -

RULES &
LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
hr. Rep. Phil Carruthers
genda: Rule 9.03 bills.
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MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1298

Speaker of the House: Irv Anderson
Majority Leader: Phil Carruthers
Minority Leader: Steven A. Sviggum

~ Telecommunications device for the deaf.

For more
information . . .

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(612) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(612) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(612) 296-6646

For up-to-date recorded message
giving committee meeting times and
agendas, call:

House Calls (612) 296-9283

.. Telecommunications
Device for the Deaf (TDD)

To ask questions or leave messages, ca

DD Line (612) 296-9896 or

1-800-657-3550 |

Q, 'z




