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Little prison in the big woods — Elderly criminals could be cared for with less cost to
the state, under a bill heard by the House Judiciary Finance Committee. The bill calls for
the state Department of Corrections to look into transferring 100 elderly prisoners from

the medium security prison in Faribault; Minn., to the state-run nursing home in Walker,
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On the cover: Goldie Gopher, the University of Minnesota mascot, joined university students on
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education for Minnesota’s future.
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Week in Review . . . March 30 - April 6, 1995

Government efficiency . . .

Six agencies would be abolished in major reshuffle

wenty-six yearsago, a blue-ribbon panel

recommended that the Department of

Public Safety be created to make gov-
ernment more efficient.

On April 4, a House panel recommended
that the department be abolished — and its
duties transferred to other state agencies —
for the same reason.

“Our priorities come from the November
election: move dollars from bureaucrats’ desks
to school desks, and from state office build-
ings to school buildings,” said bill sponsor
Rep. Howard Orenstein (DFL-St. Paul).

The proposal (HF1036) would eliminate
the Department of Public Safety, Department
of Public Service, Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board, Minnesota Racing Commis-
sion, Gambling Control Board, and State
Lottery Board.

How much money the bill would save is
unclear. Estimates provided by the Depart-
ment of Revenue range from $5.2 million to
$23.6 million in savings over the next bien-
nium.

Most of the duties of the abolished agen-
cies would be transferred elsewhere in state
government.

The Department of Public Safety, for ex-

ample, would see its duties spread among
nine different state agencies. Many of its
divisions — Traffic Safety, Driver and Ve-
hicle Services, Capitol Security, and the State
Patrol — would move to the Department of
Transportation.

The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension,
originally proposed as an independent ex-
ecutive branch agency, would become a divi-
sion of the Office of the Attorney General.

Orenstein showed membersa thick bundle

reorganize state government. The purpose of
the Governor’s Committee on Reorganiza-
tion was to reduce the number of depart-
ments in state government, to consolidate
divisions with similar functions, and to pro-
vide better service to the public.

While the Higher Education Coordinating
Board (HECB) would also be eliminated by
the proposal — and 26 of the board’s 67
employees along with it — the Higher Edu-
cation Services Office (HESO) would be cre-

“Our priorities come from the November election:
move dollars from bureaucrats’ desks to school desks,
and from state office buildings to school buildings,”

—Rep. Howard Orenstein

of letters he has received from public safety
employees. The content of those letters thdi-
cates that “there continues to be management
issues within the department.”

This marks the second consecutive session
that a bill has moved forward to eliminate the
department.

The department was created in 1970 as
part of then-Gov. Harold LeVander’s plan to

become divisions within the new department.

A bill to eliminate six state agencies — including the Minnesota Racing Commission, the Gambling
Control Board, and the State Lottery Board — is on its way to the House Ways and Means Comumittee.
The bill (HF1036) would transfer the lottery board’s responsibility to the newly created department of
gambling. The racing commission and control board, which regulates bingo and pull-tabs, would each

ated to absorb its duties.

The provisions, formerly included in
HF307 sponsored by Rep. Gene Pelowski
(DFL-Winona), would save an estimated $3.7
million over the next biennium.

The HECB currently administers the state’s
financial aid programs, compiles financial
aid and enrollment records, and negotiates
tuition reciprocity agreementsbetween states.
The board also is charged with setting the
state’s higher education policy and recom-
mending programs to cut.

The bill also would create an 11-member
Higher Education Administrators Council
(HEAC) made up of campus presidents, the
president of the private college council, the
commissioner of education, and others. The
HEAC would be required to consult with a
newly established student advisory council
to appoint the HESO director and communi-
cate with the Legislature and the governor.

The council would replace a current board
made up of 10 citizens and a single student.

The HECB was created in 1966 to be an
impartial office to distribute financial aid to
students. The House last year approved a
proposal to eliminate the board, but the
provision was deleted in conference commit-
tee. (See March 17, 1995, Session Weekly,
page 12;and March 10, 1995, Session Weekly,
page 11)
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The proposal also includes HF138, spon-
sored by Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls), which
would re-establish a state department to over-
see state-sanctioned gambling. Although
HF138 was defeated by a separate House
committee, (see related story, page 8), it is
very much alive in Articles 3,4, and 5 of
HF1036.

Finally, the bill would abolish the Depart-
ment of Public Service, which is responsible
for protecting the public interest in the areas
of energy, telecommunications, and weights
and measures, and transfer many of its duties
to the Office of the Attorney General.

Seven of the department’s 134 employees
would be cut.

The department’s intervention duties in
public utility and telecommunication mat-
ters before the Public Utilities Commission
would be expanded to include representa-
tion of most utility consumers, and trans-
ferred to the Office of the Attorney General.

All of the department’s remaining func-
tions — save the Weights and Measures
Division, which would move to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture — would be transferred
to the Public Utilities Commission.

A similar proposal was debated during the
1993 Legislative Session.

Rep. Charlie Weaver (IR-Anoka) agreed
that voters did issue a mandate in last
November's election, but it wasn’t “to move
blindly and move boxes . . . and make change
for the sake of change.”

In opposing the bill, Weaver said the need
has not been established for many of the
changes proposed in the bill.

HF1036 now moves to the Ways and
Means Committee.

—John Tschida
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Dueling phone companies

BUSINESS

Abill to increase competition among Min-
nesota telephone companies won approval
from the House Regulated Industries and
Energy Committee April 3.

While the proposal hasreceived scant pub-
lic attention, it was dlscussed for 12 hours

over six committee hearings.

Currently, a phone company applies to the
n (PUC) for
the right to offer phone service within a
certain geographical area. Und>r this “local

state Public Utilities Commissi

exchange monopoly,” the company is the

only one that can provide local phone ser-
vice. This practice would end, under the bill. -

HF620, sponsored by Rep. Edgar Olson
(DFL-Fosston), would permit many compa-
nies to enter the same calling area.

The change would give Minnesotans a real
choice for basic telephone service. A Minne-

apolis resident for example, could switch
from US West to a cable television operator,
a cellular telephone firm, or any company
that receives PUC approval to offer local
telephone service.

The change also would allow all 100 Min-
nesota phone companies — including major
players like US West and GTE — to venture
into other market areas around the state, after
gaining approval from the PUC.

(The PUC is a quasi-judicial body that
regulates the rates and services of Minnesota
telephone, natural gas and electric utilities.)

The nuts and bolts as to how this deregu-
lation would take place would be laid out in
rules established by the PUC.

The rulemaking process would be com-
pleted by Aug. 1, 1997. In the interim, the
PUC would be allowed to certify a company
as a provider of local telephone service.

The PUC also would have to determine
how a local telephone company would sepa-
rate or “unbundle” its services so a competi-
tor could connect to its customers to provide
a service. (This would be similar to the pro-
cess — regulated by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission — that allows long-
distance telephone companies to connect to
local telephone customers.) This would make
itpossible, for example, to receive basic phone
service from one company, and voice mes-
saging from another.

Another section of the bill would create an
“alternative regulation” framework for phone
companies to choose. Under the proposed
system, certain essential services, as defined
by the bill — call tracing, call number-block-
ing, and 911-service, for example — would

remain regulated by the PUC. But the price of
other non-essential services, such as voice
mail, would be determined by market com-
petition, rather than requiring the PUC to
certify any rate change by a telephone com-
pany.

Ifatelephone company opted for this more
relaxed regulatory system, its rates for basic

‘residential and business local service could

not increase for three years.

The bill also would create a Universal
Service Fund that would receive contribu-
tions from all telephone companies in the
state. A study by the Department of Public
Setvice (DPSv) would determine what “es-

sential telephone services” should be avail-

able to all state households. The study also

would address “whether expenditures from
the fund should be used to ensure citizen

access tolocal government and other public
 access programming.’ " The DPSv would re-
_ portits recommendatlons to the Legislature

by Feb. 15, 1996.
 The deregulauon b11 was crafted and re-

‘ ?Vlsed over several mo nths of meetings among
- tele bhone mpany representatives, the DPSv
 and the Office of the Attomey General.

Joann: Haris , DPSy assistant commis-
sioner who brokered the discussions, said
the bill would “enable customers to have
many choices” for telephone services, while
maintaining ¢ prote ctive safeguards” for con-
sumers.

Hanson said that the measure is important
now because of “changing technology and
there has been a lot of interest by alternative
[local telephone serviee] providers to enter
the field.”

HF620 now goes to the House floor.

Wheelchair warranties

Equipment such as wheelchairs or Braille
printers thataid people with disabilities would
have to come with a year-or-more warranty,
under a bill the House approved April 3. The
vote was 130-0.

Bill sponsor Rep. Matt Entenza (DFL-St.
Paul) said the Department of Administration
asked him to carry the bill to help curb a
specific problem with malfunctioning wheel-
chairs.

“There are a small number of dewces that
continue to break down. It'sa problem in the
handicapped community,” Entenza said.

If manufacturers of “assistive devices” don’t
provide a warranty with the equipment, the
bill would call for a one-year warranty to exist
as if the manufacturer had issued one.

Under either warranty, the equipment
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owner could have it repaired by the manufac-
turer or an authorized dealer if it breaks
within one year. The bill also ensures that the
owner would get a refund if the device is not
repaired within a reasonable amount of time.

The measure, however, contains no pen-
alty if a manufacturer decides not to honor
the government-imposed warranty.

HF990 now moves to the Senate for con-
sideration.

Elderly criminals could be cared for with
less cost to the state, under a bill heard April
6 by the House Judiciary Finance Commit-
tee.

The bill (HF1784) calls for the state De-
partment of Corrections to look into transfer-
ring elderly prisoners from the medium secu-
rity prison in Faribault, Minn., to the state-
run nursing home in Walker, Minn.

The Ah Gwah Ching Center — a nursing
home operated by the Department of Human
Services — has three buildings which poten-
tially could be turned into a medium-security
correctional facility to house up to 100 pris-
oners. That's the number of elderly prisoners
who now require ongoing supervision and
health care, said bill sponsor Rep. Tony Kinkel
(DFL-Park Rapids).

Many of those prisoners are serving life
terms. Though they are elderly and many are
in poor health, they still move about and
would require a separate, security building,
Kinkel said.

The state may be able to save about $10 per
prisoner per day by transferring them to the
Ah Gwah Ching Center, since the facility is
equipped to handle a large number of hard-
to-care-for patients, he said. If all prisoners
were transferred, the savings would equal
about $1,000 each day.

The move would also free much-needed
prison beds at the Faribault prison, said Dana
Baumgartner, the Department of Corrections
health care administrator.

In addition, patients at the center who also
are prisoners may be eligible to receive fed-
eral Medicare dollars. Kinkel said he doesn’t
know if prisoners would receive Medicare if
they live in a state-run nursing home.

Corrections officials are unsure of the cost
savings.

“We don’t know if this move would be

CRIME

Senior citizen prison

. cost-effective because we don’t know what

the capital costs would be. A medium secu-
rity facility would need to be fenced, for
instance,” said James Bruton, Department of

Patrick W. Smith, president of Air Taser Inc.,
displayed the Air Taser, which is used for self
defense, before the House Judiciary Committee
March 31. The device can shoot an electrical
charge into an attacker’s body, causing a loss of
muscle control. He testified in opposition to a
bill (HF1528) that would regulate the sale of
these devices.

Corrections deputy commissioner. “We're
just looking for ways to save health care
dollars.”

The state pays about $2,400 annually for
each prisoner’s health care costs, Bruton said.
But that number is about $10,000 annually
for elderly prisoners.

Bruton said elderly prisoners have been
transferred to the Ah Gwah Ching Center in
the past, but only when they are very old, ill
and frail, and don't pose a threat to anyone.

The committee did not formally act on the
bill.

Impoundment law expanded

One-third of chronic DWI offenders con-
tinue to drive with little risk of detection
because of a loophole in the state’s DWI law.

A bill to close that loophole won approval
from the House Judiciary Committee April 3.

Under current law, whena person’s driver's
license is revoked for a third DWI offense in
five years (or a fourth within 15 years), his or
herlicense plates also are impounded as long
asthe offender’s driver’s license is suspended.
For a third-time offender, that’s a minimum
of one year.

But chronic DWI offenders are smart, said
bill sponsor Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls).
“They know exactly what they’re doing. . . .
They lose their license plates, and then they
drive their girlfriend’s or their spouse’s car.”

About 35 percent of repeat DWI offenders
are driving a car in someone else’s name, said
Steve Simon, a University of Minnesota law
professor and recognized authority on DWI
issues.

Those repeat offenders are most often male,

in their late 20s, often divorced, and margin-
ally employed, Simon said.

Should they get caught under the influ-
ence in someone else’s car, those license
plates are then impounded. But all the car
owner has to do is sign a statement that he or
she was unaware of the DWI violation and
new plates are issued — free of charge.

HF416/SF308* would still give platesback
to the car owner in such a situation, but they
would be coded with specific letters, so that
law enforcement officials would know the car
had been involved in a prior DWI offense.
The plates would remain on the car for a
minimum of one year.

The coded plates would provide law en-
forcement officers with a “reasonable suspi-
cion” to pull the car over should the driver
not be the registered owner of the car, Simon
said. From the patrol vehicle, an officer can
check the car’s registration and the license
status of the car owner, which contains a
description of the owner. If the driver doesn’t
match the description, the officer would have
cause to stop the car.

Simonadmitted the law hasnot been “court-
tested.” No case law exists in the area.

Rep. Dave Bishop (IR-Rochester) had little
faith it would be upheld.

“When it does go to court, it’s going to be
thrown out,” Bishop said.

Simon called the current plate impound-
ment law — originally passed in 1990 and
the first of its kind in the nation — “one of the
most effective tools the Legislature has
adopted in recent years.”

About 3,700 Minnesota drivers are eligible
to have their plates impounded each year,
according to Department of Public Safety
records. About one-third of those offenders
skirt the law because they aren’t the car’s
registered owner.

Overall, DWI arrests are down about 27
percentsince 1986 (28,310 incidentsin 1994
compared to 38,717 in 1986). Offenders
with three or more offenses, however, have
risen steadily over the same time period.

It will cost $64.5 million to implement the
state’s new high school graduation rule in the
first two years it will be in effect, according to
a report presented to a House panel. But
because a large share of the money could
come from existing funds, the total added
cost to Minnesota school districts would be *
about $18 million.

EDUCATION

Graduation rule
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The state’s graduation rule — which will
gointo effectin the fall of 1996 —will require
students to meet certain academic standards
before they can receive a high school di-
ploma.

A Denver-based consulting firm hired by
the Minnesota Department of Education re-
cently completed a preliminary report on the
costs to implement the rule in the first two
years of the graduation rule.

The K-12 Education Finance Division heard
details of the Augenblick, Van de Water &
Myers report April 4.

The report covers expected costs when the
standards are applied to ninth graders in
1996-97 and to ninth and tenth graders the
following school year. Students will be re-
quired to show minimum proficiency in math
and reading.

Cost estimates include money to prepare
Profile of Learning reports, which will detail
each student’s performance. It also includes
money to prepare educators to teach under
the new rule, and money to develop a cur-
riculum to ensure daily lessons teach every-
thing for which students will be held ac-
countable. :

A share of the costs involved with imple-
menting the standards could be offset by
federal grants and by using some existing
money districts now use for staff training,
according to the report.

“Itisn’t a huge cost when you look at what
school districts are spending statewide,” said
John Myers, one of the consultants who pre-
pared the report.

Some committee members questioned
whether the report considers all the costs that
could accompany implementation of the
graduation rule.

Rep. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls) said costs
may vary between districts. Poorer districts
may have to do more than wealthier districts
to bring students up to the standards.

AnApple Valley parent criticized the gradu-
ation rule as a costly “education fad” that
carriesno guarantee it will improve the prepa-
ration of Minnesota students.

“Who will bear the blame when this fails to
makea difference?” asked Georgianne Ginder.

Brian Bottge, director of the St. Cloud
graduation rule pilot program, said perfor-
mance standards are “here to stay” in educa-
tion.

“Our teachers, some of whom have 20 to
25 years’ experience, have never seen this
kind of production from our students,” he
said. “. . . The rule is not floundering.”

The final report from the consultants is
expected in June. The House currently is
considering a Department of Education re-
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quest for $15 million over the next two-year
budgeting period for continued planning for
the standards.

ELECTIONS
Mock ballots for kids

School kids could show up at the polls
during November elections and cast a mock
ballot in certain cities and counties, under a
bill approved April 6 by the Elections Divi-
sion of the House General Legislation, Veter-
ans Affairs and Elections Committee.

The bill (HF299/SF168*) sponsored by
Rep. Mike Jaros (DFL-Duluth) would allow
children to cast mock ballots at precincts in
cities and counties choosing to participate in
ayouth elections program. Their ballots — a

different color than official ballots — Would

be compiled and counted separately

The measure is de51gned to educate c1ﬂ-~

dren about the election process and increase

adult voter turnout, Jaros said. In Duluth, ‘
where children voted in the November elee.
tion under a special pilot program, the kids

brought their parents to the polls.

Jaros said similar programs are now under

way in 22 other states. Arizona’s program,
the first, kicked off in 1988.
The bill, if approved, would cost the state
nothing, Jaros said. Local governments that
agree to let kids in the polling place would
have to find private or local funding.
Private companies contributed the $25,000
necessary to implement the pilot program
during the Duluth general election, he said.
Children’s ballots are identical to the bal-

| ~ ~ ENVIRONMENT

lots of their parents with the exception of the
color. They could cast votes for all sorts of
elected offices, from president to a local soil
and water commissioner.

The bill passed during the 1994 session
but was vetoed by Gov. Arne Carlson.

In his veto message, Carlson said the goal
of teaching students about elections is “laud-
able.” However, he objected to granting the
secretary of state “sole authority to develop
this program without . . . guidelines or any
guarantee of political neutrality.”

Under the bill, the secretary of state would

authorize individual cities and counties to
allow children in the polling place.
Jaros said he will offer amendments when
the bill is heard by the full General Legisla-
tion, Veterans Affairs and Elections Commit-
tee which should put the governor’s concerns
to rest.

Nmsance aquatic plants

wriers of lake homes might have to pay
to get rid of nuisance aquatic plants
; close to shore, under a bill consid-
ered by the House Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Committee April 6.
The bill (HF1276), sponsored by Rep.
Steve Trimble (DFL-St. Paul), would lift the
$200 cap on aquatic plant management per-
mits issued by the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). -
Lake property owners have been allowed
by the DNR to get group permits. The pro-
posed change would make each member of a

Ryan Clark, right, Angela Eustice, left, both from Byron, and Doron Clark, from the Dover-Eyota
area, center, listened April 6 as members of the Election Division of the House General
Legislation, Veteran Affairs and Elections Committee considered a bill (HF462) that would give
16- and 17-year-olds the right to vote in school district elections.




group pay $20, whichis the current cost of an
individual permit for using chemicals to eradi-
cate aquatic plants.

So, if 20 lake property owners make up a
group, their permit would cost $400; a group
comprised of 100 would cost $2,000.

Before alot owner or a group of lot owners
can arrange for someone to get rid of nui-
sance shore plants — either mechanically
remove them or kill them with chemicals —
they must apply for and be granted a state
permit. The DNR requires a permit to remove
2,500 square feet or more of aquatic vegeta-
tion. -

The current $200 maximum permit fee
doesn’t cover the agencies costs to analyze
the applications, process permits, and moni-
tor the eradication of aquatic plants, said Lee
Pfannmuller, chief of the DNR’s ecological
services section.

Fees paid by lake lot owners cover only 30
percent of the DNR'’s costs; the remaining 70
percent is borne by the Game and Fish Fund
which is made up of fishing and hunting
license fees and used primarily to fund fish
and wildlife programs, she said.

Charging more for aquatic plant manage-
ment permits would bring in an additional
$75,000 this year to the Game and Fish
Fund, according to Pfannmuller.

Owners of lake lots and herbicide applica-
tors, whose businesses might suffer because
of increased permit fees, opposed the pro-
posal.

Atahearing on the bill before the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Committee
March 31, Tom Gertz of the Minnesota
Aquatic Management Society, a group of
herbicide applicators, presented lawmakers
with a chart showing how the legislation
would affect lot owners at various lakes.

All of the lake groups paid no more than
$200 for a permit in 1994. According to
Gertz, the permit fees this year would climb
to $1,840 for the Bald Eagle Lake group,
$3,200 for the group of owners on Kerry
Pond, and $2,900 for owners on Lake Owasso,
all in Ramsey County.

Three types of aquatic plants are typically
eradicated: floating-leaf plants like water lil-
ies, emergent plants like cattails; and
“potamogetons” or submerged plants like
curlyleaf pondweed, an “undesirable exotic”
that has become a significant problem in
Minnesota, according to Pfannmuller.
HF1276 was laid over to be considered
next week for inclusion in the omnibus envi-
 ronment and natural resources finance bill.

Used oil disposal

Retailers selling more than 1,000 motor oil
filters each year would have to accept and
properly dispose of used oil and oil filters
from the public, under a bill approved by the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Committee April 4.

The bill originally specified that any retail
outlet selling more than 3,000 gallons of
motor oil per year would have to accept used
motor oil and filters. (See March 17, 1995,
Session Weekly, page 8)

Buthill sponsor Rep. Robert Leighton (DFL-
Austin) said the change was made to “exclude
small businesses” that couldn't afford the
extra expense of collecting and disposing of
used oil and filters. ‘

Leighton said he talked with representa-
tives of Ashland Oil, who assured him that
none of their SuperAmerica stores would
come under the purview of the bill. )

Businesses either would have to set up
their own collection facility or contract with
another business — within two miles in the
Twin Cities metropolitan area or within five
miles in Greater Minnesota — to accept used
oil and filters.

Also, the amended bill explicitly states that
retailers “may not charge a fee” to accept used
oil and filters. Under the original bill, retail-
ers could charge 50 cents per filter to recover
disposal costs.

Under current law, a retailer selling motor
oil is required only to post a notice advising
consumers of a location within 10 miles
where they can dispose of used oil.

Leighton said his bill addresses an envi~
ronmental hazard created by those changing
their own oil and improperly disposing of it.

About 775,000 gallons of used motor oil
— 11 percent of the total oil thrown away by
individualsin the state—wasillegally poured
down drains or dumped on the ground in
1992, according to a study by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).

The MPCA study says that “just one gallon
of oil can contaminate one million gallons of
drinking water.”

The MPCA supports the bill as a way to
encourage proper disposal of used motor oil
and filters by creating more convenient drop
off spots.

However, retail merchants and oil filter
manufacturers remain opposed to the pro-
posal.

Judy Cook, president of the Minnesota
Retail Merchants Association, told lawmak-
ers that the bill “creates a significant burden
on retailers who sell oil filters” but have no
waste oil collection facilities.

Timothy Warren of Allied Signal, Inc.,
which manufactures Fram oil filters, spoke
against the bill. He said “many retailers would
opt out of selling oil filters.”

HF1087 now moves to the House floor.

Accessible trails

Most state parks would be required to have
at least one handicapped-accessible trail un-
der a bill given final passage by the House
April 6. The vote was 128-0.

HF1279, sponsored by Rep. Ann Rest
(DFL-New Hope), would require the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) to come up
with a five-year-plan for creating or modify-
ing existing trails to ensure at least one trail
per park can be used by physically disabled

bs g

The undefeated Minneapolis North High School basketball team, which recently won the state
high school basketball title, was honored in the House chamber April 6. The team, fans and
coaches were introduced by Rep. Richard Jefferson (DFL-Mpls).

o
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visitors. Such trails would have to have a very
slight grade to be wheelchair accessible, Rest
said.

State parks located in extremely hilly areas
would be exempted from the bill.

The DNR would be allocated no additional
dollars for the project, Rest said.
The bill will next be heard by the Senate.

Ehren Essler stood behind his mother, Myrna, of
New Hope, Minn., as she testified before the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee March 31 in support ofa bill (HF1279)
that would require the Department of Natural
Resources to develop a handicapped access trail
plan for state parks. The idea for the bill came from
Ehren, who participated in the YMCA'’s Youth in
Government program earlier this year.

GAMBLING
Video slots’ bill fails

For the fifth consecutive year, an effort to
win the right to install video slot machines in
Minnesota bars and restaurants has stalled.

A video lottery bill sponsored by Rep.
David Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm) failed to
win the approval of the House Governmental
Operations Committee.

The 7-14 vote by the committee March 31
— the first deadline bills must meet in order
to be considered further this legislative ses-
sion — made the chances such legislation
will pass the House this year seem remote.
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HF1405 would have allowed up to 10
video slots in about 3,400 bars and restau-
rants and devoted a portion of the proceeds
to schools and environmental programs..

Gamblers would have been allowed to play
games such as blackjack, keno, and poker on
the video terminals.

Tomassoni said the video slots ~ould: p‘ro~

duce as much as $250 million annually to

supplement the budget for Minnesota’s
schools, which he descnbed as grossly‘

underfunded.” ~
But the bill was criticized by some comtm
tee members who argued that the gamb in,

revenue likely would not mean more m Y

see all forms of legalized gambling in Minne-
sota. (See March 3, 1995, Session Weekly,
page 9)

The State Government Finance Division of
the House Governmental Operations Com-
mittee voted the bill (HF138) down April 4
while the Government Efficiency and Over-
sight Division of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee incorporated the proposal into a larger
bill (HF1036) to eliminate many state agen-
cies. HF1036 is sponsored by Rep. Howard

. Orensteih (DFL-St. Paul).

© Currently, the gambling boards function
independently of one another. The racing

~ commission oversees pari-mutuel horse rac-

for schools. Instead, the money likely

education funiding sources. And others Were

concerned about allowing even more

bling in the state. L
“This billis not about education, sa1d Rep

Bob Johnson (DFL-Bemidji). “This bill is

about the expansion of gambling ”

The liquor industry has lobbied for f1vee k
consecutive years to win the right to install
video lottery machines in bars and restau-

rants. Bar and restaurant owners say they
need the gambling to compete with the Ameri-
can Indian-owned casinos in Minnesota.

The casinos, the business owners say, have
an unfair competitive advantage and have
lured away their customers.

Johnson said the casinos cannot be blamed
for the decline in barbusiness. He said people’s
drinking habits have changed and tougher
DW1 laws have reduced the amount of drink-
ing in bars.

But Tomassoni said the bill provided a way
for the state to receive some benefit from the
vast gambling industry that flourishes inside
its borders.

“What I'm doing here is trying to tap into
the industry,” he said. “I don’t think gam-
bling is going away.”

On the same day Tomassoni’s bill was
defeated, a Senate proposal (SF402) ran into
opposition in the Senate Gaming Regulation
Committee and was never put to a vote.

Playing the gambling odds

Legislation to abolish several state gam-
bling boards was defeated in one committee
but survived another April 4.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) is trying for
the second time in two years to abolish the
nine-member Minnesota Racing Commis-
sion, seven-member Gambling Control Board,
and seven-member State Lottery Board and
create a state gambling commissioner to over-

_ing. The Gambling Control Board regulates
replace — not supplement — traditional - k
 pull-tabs. The State Lottery Board advises the
 lottery dlrector on games and rules.

lawful gaming activities, such as bingo and

A new gambling department, led by an
appomtee of the governor, would include
ions to oversee lawful gambling and
utuel racing. It also would assume the
; gam hng enforcement responsibilities of the

‘Department of Public Safety.

The state lottery and its director would

 remain independent, but the gambling de-

partment would assume an advisory role
much like the State Lottery Board now holds.

The consolidation of the gambling agen-
cies, according to Kahn, would provide the
state with amore comprehensive approach to
gambling issues.

Some lawmakers in the State Government
Finance Division, however, saw the bill as
tinkering with something that isn’t broken.

“I just don’t see a reason for the bill,” said
Rep. Bob Johnson (DFL-Bemidji). He ques-
tioned whether the bill would actually save
money.

Some, such as Rep. Tom Osthoff (DFL-St.
Paul), questioned the wisdom of creating
another department.

Ifanew gambling department isapproved,
it would not be the first time the state has
used a consolidated gambling agency. In
1989, lawmakers created the Department of
Gaming, but it was abolished two years later
when former commissioner Tony Bouza rec-
ommended that the Lottery Board, Gambling
Control Board, and Racing Commission be-
come independent entities.

Although Kahn’s bill does not advance,
Orenstein’s bill (HF1036) now moves to the
Ways and Means Committee.




r GAME & FISH

Super deer license

A proposal for a new combination deer
license covering both the bow and firearms
hunting seasons was approved by a House
panel March 31.

Under the bill (HF1340) a hunter would
pay $33 for a combination bow-firearms
license instead of $22 apiece for each license.

But a hunter would only be allowed to kill
one deer total. Currently, if a hunter buys
both a bow and a firearms deer hunting
license they can kill two deer, one each
season.

“It just makes it a little more affordable for
those people who want to hunt more than
one season,” said bill sponsor Rep. Tom Bakk
(DFL-Cook).

The bill has the support of the Minnesota
Deer Hunters Association which represents
20,000 hunters in the state. Tom Kelleher of
the association said the bill would keep hunt-
ing affordable and open to more people re-
gardless of income,

Originally, the bill would have included
muzzleloader hunting in the combo license
for $33 a year. But officials with the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources objected.

The two-week muzzleloader hunting sea-
son is relatively uncrowded — unlike the
other two seasons. Their concern was that
many hunters would fail to get a deer in the
archery and regular firearms seasons and
continue hunting in the muzzleloader sea-
SOn.

A large influx of muzzleloader hunters
would create trespass problems and result in
too many deer being taken, according to
Roger Holmes, director of the DNR’s Fishand
Wildlife Division.

“We do not have enough deer to support
this proposal,” said Holmes.

(A muzzleloader is an early 19th century
era rifle or musket that is loaded by pouring
powder and a lead pro;ectlle down the
barrel.)

After Bakk deleted the muzzleloader sea-
son from the “super deer license,” members
of the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee approved the bill 9-7.

But even without the muzzleloader prov1—
sion, the DNR opposed the combined bow
and firearms license.

Tim Bremicker, chief of the DNR’s wildlife

‘section, said that about 50,000 bow hunters
~ — out of a total of 70,000 — also buy a
o f1rearms license each year. Based on the bill’s

~ $11savingsoneach license, it would resultin

a $550,000 revente loss to the DNR’s Game

and Fish Fund and a loss to other dedicated

accounts for deer management, he said.
HF1340 now moves to the Environment

and Natural Resources Finance Committee.

GOVERNMENT

Commissioner pay hike

A bill to boost the salary cap on top-level
state employees — by nearly $26,000 in
some cases — was heard by the House Gov-
ernmental Operations Committee April 6.

HF1710 incorporates some of the recom-
mendations of the state Compensation Coun-
cil, an independent body that makes salary
recommendations for government officials.

The bill would divide state agency heads
into two salary ranges, each of which is tied
tothe governor'ssalary, currentlyat $114,506.
In the first range, commissioner salaries could
notexceed 85 percent of the governor’s salary
($97,330); the second range would be capped
at 75 percent ($85,880).

Currently, state commissioners are divided
into three salary ranges, depending on the
size of the agency. The ranges are capped at
$78,500, $67,500,and $60,000, respectively.

According to Bruce Johnson, commissioner
of the Department of Employee Relations,
commissioner salaries have been capped for
the last seven years.

But some lawmakers expressed opposition
to the proposal.

“Ican’t support this,” said Rep. Bob]ohnson
(DFL-Bemidji). “As we're laying people off due
tobudget cuts.. . . some people are going to get
significant raises here. I can’t support this.”

Officer Norm Prunsinski of the Chaska Police
Department holds a carpet cutter and a twine
cutter as he testified before the House Judiciary
Committee March 31. Prunsinski voiced his
support for abill (HF1175) that would make it
a gross misdemeanor to possess any instrument
or device on school property that could be
considered a weapon.

Gov. Arne Carlson has supported increases
in commissioner salaries, saying they are
necessary to attract top candidates for the top
state jobs.

Thebill also gives the governor the authority
to set commissioners’ salaries within the speci-
fied ranges — without the approval of the
Compensation Council or the Legislature.

Under current law, the Compensation
Council reviews and can reject or modify the
governor's salary recommendations. The Leg-
islature then reviews all council recommen-
dations and can accept, reject, or modify
them. :

The bill also would give some administra-
tive law judges a boost in pay. Under current
law, their salary is capped at 90 percent of a
district court judge’s salary, or $75,144.
HF1710 would place all administrative law
judges at that salary.

Additionally, the bill would set Metropoli-
tan Council board member salaries at $20,000
annually. While that is a council member’s
current salary, the House voted March 23 to
slash the salary to $6,000 per year.

An amendment by Rep. Kevin Knight (IR-
Bloomington) to cut the salary to $6,000 in
HF1710 was withdrawn after a heated de-
bate.

The Compensation Council also recom-
mended that state legislators and state consti-
tutional officers receive a 3 percent pay hike
in each of the next two years. HF1710 does
not include these recommendations.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Greg Davids
(IR-Preston), was referred without recom-
mendation to the committee’s State Govern-
ment Finance Division.

Changing offensive names

The word “squaw” — a term considered
derogatory by some American Indians —
would vanish from some place names in
Minnesota, under a bill approved by the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee April 5.

New names in their place would be se-
lected by the DNR commissioner in coopera-
tion with county boards, said bill sponsor
Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls).

The proposal specifically would change
the name of any “geographic feature” con-
taining the word “squaw.” It would affect
lakes, ponds, islands, bays, and other natural
features.

Two Cass Lake-Bena High School students
are pushing the bill (HF714/SF574*).

InFebruary 1994, Angelene Losh and Dawn
Litzau began the movement to change the
name of Squaw Point, which is on the Leech
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Lake Indian reservation in northern Minne-
sota.

Litzau, who now lives in Bemidji, told
lawmakers that the word “squaw” refers to
“female sexual parts. Idon't think people can
fathom what ‘squaw’ means to Indian women.
People have called me that to put me down.”

She said that her family comes from the
town of Squaw Lake, but “it was traumatic to
say where we came from,” because the word
“squaw” carried “hurtful” connotations.

Litzau said the name-change campaign,
organized with fellow high school students,
met with success Feb. 7 when the Cass County
Board of Commissioners unanimously voted
to change the name of Squaw Point to Oak
Point.

She appealed to legislators to help “erase
this word from Minnesota, so other people
can be proud of where they come from.”

According to several sources, the word
“squaw” is a French corruption of “otsiskwa,”
anTroquois word denoting female sexual parts.

The Ojibwe word for woman is “ikwe,”
while the Canadian Cree Indians use the
word “sqwi.” Some suggest that British and
French fur traders mispronounced these
words and came up with “squaw.”

Joe Day, director of the state Indian Affairs
Council, said the bill follows previous efforts
to get public schools to change nicknames
and mascots that depict Indians in a stereo-
typical and offensive manner.

The Indian Affairs Council issued a resolu-
tion Feb. 9 supporting the high school stu-
dents’ campaign to change offensive place
names, and called the legislation a “positive
move forward in the state’s efforts in elimi-
nating racism directed at American Indians
in Minnesota.” ’

The Senate version of the bill, sponsored
by Sen. Skip Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), passed
that body March 20 on a 63-0 vote.

HF714/SF574* now goes to the House
floor.

The state could not set prices and fees for
health care services that would be paid by
insurance companies, under an amended
MinnesotaCare bill approved by the House
Financial Institutions and Insurance Com-
mittee April 5.

The bill no longer includes the regulated
all-payer option (RAPO), which was struck
from the bill by the House Health and Hu-
man Services Comumittee.

RAPO would have allowed the state to

HEALTH

MinnesotaCare
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An ISN is a non-profit organization that

agrees.to provide health care in exchange for
a fixed charge. The 1994 MinnesotaCare Act
calls for ISNs to begin operating in July 1996.
The bill calls on ISNs to deposit $300,000

_ in a custodial account with the Department
*_ of Health, which will oversee the ISNs. An
~ ISN must then deposit $300,000 annually,
- which would be used to pay costs should the

| ISN become insolvent.

Dawn Litzau, Bemidji, mern of the
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, told members of the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee April 5 that the word “squaw” is
considered derogatory by many American Indian
women. HF714 would require that the word
“squaw” be removed from many geographic place
names in the state.

standardize insurance prices and ensured
health insurance providers operated under
uniform rules.

Instead, the bill now calls on the Depart-
ment of Health to recommend to the Legisla-
ture the best way to apply health insurance
regulations across the board.

The bill (HF1077), sponsored by Rep.
Roger Cooper (DFL-Bird Island), also rede-
fines the mandate for universal health care
coverage now in law. Under that law, all
Minnesotans must have health insurance by
July 1, 1997. (See March 17, 1995, Session
Weekly, page 11)

Under the bill, however, universal cover-
age would be achieved when fewer than 4
percent of the state’s population is unin-
sured. In 1994, it was estimated that 8.9
percent of Minnesotans were uninsured.

The measure also calls for a health eare
commission to report annually to the Legis-
lature on how many Minnesotans have health
insurance.

“We have to figure out whether we're mov-
ing toward our goal of universal coverage and
what universal coverage even means,” Coo-
per said.

The bill also would ensure that integrated

service networks (ISNs) are solvent before

they begin operating.

To become licensed, HF1077 calls for an
ISN to have anet worth valued at a minimum
of $1.5 million or an amount equal to a
portion of the expected first year operating
expenses. An ISN must also maintain a $1
million net worth after the first year of opera-
tion, under the bill.
It would also require the ISN to file an
audited financial statement yearly with the
Department of Health.

The bill will next be heard in the Taxes
Committee.

Breast cancer treatment

Corrinne Zweber of Lakeville is waiting for
word about her chances. She hopes a bill
moving through the House will improve them.
Zweber has breast cancer and her insur-
ance company refuses to pay for the treat-
ment her doctors say is best. She’s not alone.
Next week Zweber will take the insurance
company to court to make them pay. She’s
not alone in that either.

Some breast cancer patients whose doctors
tell them their best chance of survival is a
high-dose chemotherapy treatment accom-
panied by a bone marrow transplant have
battled insurance companies that refuse to
pay for the procedure.

A bill sponsored by Rep. Dee Long (DFL-
Mpls) wouldn't give insurance companies
the option. They'd have to pay.

HF1742 passed the MinnesotaCare Divi-
sion of the House Health and Human Ser-
vices Committee on an 8-2 vote April 6. It
now moves to the full committee and then to
the Financial Institutions and Insurance Com-
mittee.

The bill requires health plans — effective
the day following final enactment — to pro-
vide bone marrow transplant coverage to
Minnesota residents with breast cancer. It
further requires that insurance companies
not charge co-payments greater than those
that apply to other portions of the policy.

Lawmakets heard debate from several doc-

tors, all of whom agreed the treatment should

be covered by insurance but some of whom

said only patients in a clinical study should
be covered.




Zweber and others disagree. In a clinical
study there is a 50 percent chance you'll be a
part of the study that receives the treatment
but an equal chance you'll be a part of a
“control” group that doesn’t receive the treat-
ment.

Her insurance company said they’d pay for
the treatment if she joined a clinical study but
her family said no. “No way. We’re not flip-
ping quarters,” said her husband, Mark
Zweber. “What are we paying premiums
for?”

Dr. Linda Burns, an assistant professor at
the University of Minnesota, called the treat-
ment “investigational” and said she is work-
ing with breast cancer patients as part of a
national clinical study. The study seeks to
determine the effectiveness of a high-dose
chemotherapy treatment accompanied by a
bone marrow transplant in breast cancer
patients.

“Lask younot to mislead the women of this
state,” Burns told committee members. “It is
not known” whether the transplant treat-
ment actually is effective.

The treatment, Burns said, can be fatal in
and of itself. -

Dr. John Schwerkoske, who has treated
roughly 49 cancer patients (half of whom
have breast cancer) with the transplant treat-
ment, disagreed. Twenty-five percentare now
in remission, he said, cautioning that it will
be years before they know for sure if they are
cured.

“I think it is a better treatment,” he said.
“We have to leave the decision in patients’
hands.”

Supporters argue that regardless of the
conflicting scientific opinions, the issue is a
matter of choice for patients. If a doctor and
a patient believe this is the best treatment, an
insurance company shouldn’t have the right
to say no.

Besides, proponents say, many doctors
and studies show that it is an effective treat-
ment, albeit a costly one.

Mike Hatch, former head of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, and now an attorney
representing women whose insurance com-
panies refuse to pay for the procedure, said
costs can run about $65,000 compared to
traditional chemotherapy, administered in
low doses over several months, which costs
about $45,000.

He said he has represented many women
in recent years and cited court decisions that
have required insurance companies to pay
for the procedure. Courts have found the
procedure can be effective and is not experi-
mental.

Rep. Roger Cooper (DFL-Bird Island) ques-

tioned why, if a doctor and a patient deter-
mine the transplant procedure is the best
method of care, should they have to seek legal
action to get coverage?

Carolyn Gohlike of Cambridge agrees. She
was treated with high-dose chemotherapy
and a bone marrow transplant for her breast
cancer and has been in remission since Au-
gust.

“I thought I was just going to die. That’s
what happened to my mother,” Gohlike said.

WIGHER EDUCATION

Public colleges for $1

Some of Minnesota’s two-year schools could
be sold for $1, under a bill debated by a
House committee. But such bargains would
be available only to communities that have an
alternative “public use” in mind for such a
college.

Bill sponsor Rep. Ron Kraus (IR-Albert
Lea) said Minnesota’s 55 technical and com-
munity colleges are facing a budget squeeze
that likely will force some of them to close.

HF1591 would allow cities, counties, and
school boards to have arole in deciding anew
use for a technical or community college
campus.

The alternatives, Kraus said, are not attrac-
tive. The state alone could decide which

Heidi Wrensen, a volunteer who provides in-
home care for infants during a family crisis,
testified before the House Health and Human
Services Committee March 31. Wrensen and
others are seeking continued funding for
“crisis nurseries.”

schools to close, or the state could continue
to insufficiently fund two-year schools.

“What we're doing now — starving these
institutions and hoping the problem will go
away — is not something 1 can support,”
Kraus said.

His bill was discussed at an April 6 meeting
of the House Capital Investment Committee.

Here’s how Kraus’ bill would work:

A community deciding to close its two-
year school would have to propose an alter-
native public use, such as converting it to a
high school or senior citizens’ center.

The city, county or school board would
have until Jan. 15, 1996, to apply to the state
to purchase the facility for $1. The applica-
tion would have to be approved by the Fi-
nance Department and later passed into law
by the Legislature.

If the deal is approved, the state would
provide funding for converting the school to
its new use. Local authorities would receive
in the first year an amount equal to the
school’'s 1995 physical plant operating bud-
get. The state would contribute half that
amount in the second year. (The funds pro-
vided by the state would not include dollars
spent on salaries and programming costs for
the school.)

Some committee members questioned
whether the bill would really produce sav-
ings for the state.

Rep. Loren Solberg (DFL-Bovey) said it
may simply shift costs to the remaining tech-
nical and community colleges that would
have to absorb students cast off from closing
facilities.

And committee chair Rep. Henry Kalis
(DFL-Walters) said he has serious concerns
about selling the colleges for just $1.

“They belong to the taxpayers and we have
to be very cautious with them,” he said.

The committee did not act on the bill.

LABOR

Tackling ‘corporate welfare’

A bill designed to make some businesses
receiving state aid pay their newly hired
employees at least $7.21 per hour won ap-
proval from the House Taxes Committee
April 4. ‘

“This is about accountability,” said bill
sponsor Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls). “It's a
very, very modest first step . . . so we know
what we're getting for our dollar.”

Her proposal would require companies
receiving more than $25,000 from the state
in the form of grants, loans, or some tax
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breaks, including tax increment financing
(TIF), to pay employees enough to at least
meet the federal poverty level for a family of
four. That amounts to about $14,900 a year,
or $7.21 per hour, Clark said.

The wage hike would apply to new em-
ployees hired by qualifying companies after
Aug. 1, 1995. ‘

The companies also would have two years
to show a net job increase or show that jobs
otherwise would have been lost without help
from the state. Businesses that fail to do so
would have to repay the state aid.

And the measure would also impose a
penalty on employers that don’t abide by the
law. Employers that fail to pay the $7.21
minimum wage to new employees would
have to pay their local human services office
a sum double the difference between that
wage and the wage actually paid.

Exemptions would exist for companies or
programs receiving state aid for reasons other
than job or economic development. Tourism
loan program recipients, for example, are
exempt, as are those benefiting from TIF
housing, redevelopment, or hazardous sub-
stance districts.

Small businesses — those with no more
than 20 employees and gross annual rev-
enues ofless than $1 million —also would be
exempt, as would non-profit organizations.
An amendment to include non-profits failed
on a party-line 11-12 vote.

Under HF869, the legislative auditor would
be required to report every two years on the
jobs created and wages paid by companies
receiving any form of tax reduction, grant, or
waiver.

The report will answer a question posed by
Gordon Voss, a former state representative
(one-time chair of the House Taxes Commit-
tee) and bill proponent: “Are the [state] ex-
penditures effective for the purposes for
which they were given?”

Any future tax breaks granted by the Leg-
islature to businesses must also include mea-
surable goals for jobs and wages and require
biennial review.

Business and retail associations opposed
the bill, saying it would cost the state jobs.

“Artificially inflating wages above what the
market will bear is not the answer,” said Judy
Cook, president of the Minnesota Retail
Merchant’s Association.

Several IR members also expressed oppo-
sition to the bill, including Rep. H. Todd Van

Dellen (IR-Plymouth).
- “This is like putting out a huge ‘not wel-

come’ sign for any small or medium-sized

business looking to relocate in Minnesota,”
he said.
HF869 now moves to the House floor.
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Strlkmg a r kul cord

When winter rolls around agam and the
time comes to restock f1rewood supplies,
consumers may have a protectlo nin place to
make sure they’re gettmg the wood pile they
pay for. ~ -

Under a bill approved by the House on
April 3, those who buy firewood will know
how much wood actually makes up a cord (a
common measurement for wood piles) and
could request a receipt. .

The vote was 101-28.

Currently, there is no Way someone who
buys a cord of firewood is assured of receiv-
ing a standard cord of flrewood

HF1431 would allow anyone Who buys
firewood to ask for a receipt, which would
include the name, address and telephone
number of the seller’s busiriess or home ad-
dress. Sellers who don’t provide receipts; or
who provide incorrect information, could be
cited for a misdemeanor violation under the
bill. ‘ ~
The bill would help consumers who ‘may
purchase firewood from someone they find
simply by dialing a number posted on a
billboard, said the bill’s sponsor Rep. Tho-
mas Bakk (DFL-Cook).

To further protect consumers, the bill speci-
fies exactly how much wood is contained in
a cord of firewood and specifies all firewood
must be sold in cords. A cord equals a stack

Judge Edward Toussaint Jr., right, responds to
questions during a press conference where
Gov. Arne Carlson, left, named him chief
judge of the Minnesota Court of Appeals on
April 4.

of wood 4-feet by 4-feet by 8-feet.
Currently, firewood is sometimes sold in
all sorts of measurements such as pulpwood
cords or firewood cords, Bakk said. “That
causes confusion to the consumers.”
The bill will next be heard by the Senate.

No baby food allowed

Flea marketgoers could no longer pick up
some food for their newborns while they
browse for antiques, under a bill given final
passage April 6 by the House. The vote was
128 to 0.

Rep. Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul), who
sponsors HF1091, said some of his constitu-
ents have noticed a growing trend: mer-
chants selling baby food from flea market
booths. Anyone may rent a table at a flea
market and sell items.

His bill would not allow merchants at flea
markets to sell infant formula, other food
intended for a child under two years old,
over-the-counter drugs, medical devices, or
cosmetics.

 The sales of such items are unregulated if
they're sold at such booths, so the items may
not be safe to eat, Entenza said.

His bill would make exceptions for autho-
rized manufacturers’ representatives who may
sell such items from booths they rent.

The bill will next be heard by the Senate.

Ice ho’use identification

In the land of Olsons, Petersons, and
Johnsons, where the winter religion is ice
fishing, how can you tell one ice house from
another?

It’s not easy — particularly when the only
identifiable landmark on a windswept lake
may be a frozen walleye or a block of ice.

Butabill (HF1307) given final approval by
the House April 6 would allow anglers to
paint their drivers’ license number — or their
vehicle’s license plate number — on the
shack’s outside wall. The vote was 127-1.

Currently, ice house residents must iden-
tify their home-away-from-home by painting
their name and home address in letters at
least three inches high.

But problems ensue when more than one
—oreven more than two or three — Johnsons
or Olsons share the same lake, said bill spon-
sor Rep. Don Ostrom (DFL-St. Peter).

The painted names serve to identify fish
house owners to the Department of Natural
Resources.

The bill now moves to the Senate for
consideration.
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— SPORTS
‘Mighty Ducks’ bill advances

Abill to authorize $5 million in state bonds
to build at least 20 indoor ice arenas in
Minnesota won approval from a House panel
April 3.

Under the bill (HF1260), the Minnesota
Amateur Sports Commission would use
money from the sale of bonds to distribute
grants of up to $250,000 each to local com-
munities.

Revenue generated from the current sales
tax on sports and health club memberships
would pay off the bonds.

Originally, the bill sought $2.5 million in
bonding authority for at least 10 new indoor
ice arenas. But a successful amendment by
Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia) trans-
ferred another $2.5 million — set aside in the
1994 bonding law for an indoor shooting
center on the Iron Range — to the ice rinks
proposal. There is disagreement on where
the shooting center should be built so its
future is unclear.

With the additional funds, the bill would
double the money available for ice center
grants and subsidize at least 20 new indoor
ice arenas, Rukavina said.

The State Government Finance Division of
the House Governmental Operations Com-
mittee approved the bill after adopting the
Rukavina amendment.

Bill sponsor Bob Milbert (DFL-South St.
Paul), also a member of the amateur sports
commission, said a study of ice needs in
Minnesota discovered more than 90 commu-
nities that say they need a new indoor ice
arena or repairs for an existing arena. The

Supporters of a bill that would help finance at
least 20 indoor ice arenas distributed “Mighty
Ducks” pins at the Capitol to show support for
HF1260. The measure was dubbed the “Mighty
Ducks” bill after a movie that depicted a team of
misfit youth hockey players.

number of girls and boys participating in
winter sports such as hockey and competi-
tive figure skating has increased the demand
for ice time.

(A 1994 law mandates that all public in-
door ice arenas must give female hockey
teams “up to 30 percent” of the prime ice time
during the 1995 winter season and “up to 50
percent” by the 1996 season.)

Milbert said most ice arenasin the state will
cost $750,000 to about $1 million to build.
Since the maximum grant would amount to
$250,000, a community would have to come
up with the rest.

The bill giveslocal governments the ability
tosell bondsto supplement the state grant for
an ice center. Local governments could also
sell bonds without voter approval as long as
two or more local governments agree and
there is expert testimony that the ice arena’s
revenues will be enough to pay off the bonds
without relying on property taxes.

In addition, the bill provides a sales tax
exemption for building materials used to
construct the arenas if a school district is a
party to an agreement to build.

Another section of the bill would set aside
$400,000 from the sale of state bonds to help
renovate existing arenas.

The proposal, dubbed the ‘Mighty Ducks’
bill, is named after a Walt Disney movie
depicting a team of misfit youth hockey play-
ers. ,,
Last year, Milbert tried to attach a version
ofhis ice rink proposal to a bill authorizing a
public buyout of the Target Center in down-
town Minneapolis. Milbert’s amendment
never survived the final days of the 1994
session. )

HF1260 now goes to the full Governmen-
tal Operations Committee,

TRANSPORTATION

Plates for vintage cars

Vintage car owners would be able to dis-
play license plates that would better match
the vintage of their cars, under a bill ap-
proved March 31 by the House Transporta-
tion and Transit Committee.

Currently, those who own restored or vin-
tage automobiles can display special “collec-
tor license plates” that bear the same year a
carwas built, but the plates don’t look like the
original license plates issued that year.

Cars with collector plates can only be used
to drive to and from collector car shows.
Owners of such plates don’t need to renew
them on an annual basis. However, they may

Bob Kruse of Bloomington held up a license plate
originally stamped in 1968 that he’d like to display
on his restored 1969 Dodge Charger. The House
Transportation and Transit Committee heard a
bill (HF1402) March 29 that would allow the
issuance of original license plates for certain motor
vehicles.

only drive 2,000 miles per year in the cars.

But Bob Kruse, who lives in Bloomington,
said he wants to use 1968 license plates on a
restored 1969 automobile. Because license
plates back then were only issued every two
years, the license plates resemble plates the
car would have had when new, he said.

Kruse plans to drive the car to vintage
automobile shows, but he also would like to
take it for short spins to the grocery store or
to visit friends, he said.

So Kruse contacted his state representa-
tive, Alice Seagren (IR-Bloomington), who
sponsors HF1402.

He spent a great deal of time restoring the
Dodge Charger and said attaching current
Minnesota license plates would mar its vin-
tage appearance.

“The only comparison I can make to hav-
ing current license plates on my car is seeing
a caveman walking down the street wearing
wing-tipped shoes,” Kruse said. ‘

Under the bill, Kruse and other collector
car owners would be allowed to use original-
era license plates for cars that are at least 20
years old. The license plate number must not
already be issued.

Owners of such plates would renew them
yearly. To preserve the integrity of the an-
tique license plates, they would not have to
display the month and year renewal stickers
on the plate’s lower corners, though they
would have to carry the vehicle license regis-
tration in the car with them at all times,
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‘T warned my constituent he may be
stopped quite often and asked to show his
registration,” Seagren said.

Rep. Don Frerichs (IR-Rochester) praised
the bill as an example of “how the process
works” for the individual constituent with a
complaint.

Private driver data

The names and addresses of disabled driv-
ers wouldn’t be available to the public, under
a bill approved April 5 by the House Trans-
portation and Transit Committee.

The bill is necessary to curb some medical
equipment vendors from compiling lists of
potential customers and contacting them in
anattempt to make a'sale, said Kurt Strom, an
advocate for the State Council on Disabilities.
Some disreputable vendors have made such
contacts, Strom said.

Currently, only medical information on
those disabled drivers is private — which
means members of the public don’t have
access to that data. Social security and vehicle
registration numbers and medical data for all
licensed drivers also is considered private
information. The Minnesota Department of
Public Safety compiles the lists when Minne-
sotans apply for drivers’ licenses.

The bill (HF144/SF144*) also would en-
sure that the public wouldn’t have access to
disabled drivers’ names and addresses. Cur-
rently, such information is public for all
Minnesota drivers, unless an individual re-
quests that it be made private.

The bill also would allow disabled drivers
to display their handicapped parking certifi-
cate on the dashboard if their disability pre-
vents them from hangingit from the rear view
mirror as state law currently requires.

Next, the House Economic Development,
Infrastructure and Regulation Finance Com-
mittee will hear the bill.

Safe school buses

Minnesota school bus drivers convicted of
a DW1while on duty would be banned from
ever driving a school bus again, under a bill
approved March 31 by the House Judiciary
Committee.

The provision is included in a bill as-
sembled by the School Bus Safety Task Force
and sponsored by Rep. David Tomassoni
(DFL-Chisholm).

Current law calls for a five-year ban in such
a case — the same suspension that is in place
for a school bus driver who is convicted of a
DWI while in a personal car.

An amendment to weaken the “personal
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Harlem Globetrotter Reggie Perkins, left, placed a spinning basketball on the outstretched finger
of nine-year-old Jill Rimmey, Wayzata, Minn., as teammate Mario Green solicited applause from
the crowd that gathered in the Capitol rotunda April 3. The Globetrotters attended the “Put
Children First” rally and urged legislators to support funding for a variety of children’s programs.

4

car” penalty failed. It would have graduated
the bus license suspension depending on the
number of DWT offenses (90 days for a first-
time offender, for example, or one year for a
three-time offender).

Additionally, the state would no longer re-
quire that school bus drivers learn first aid or
take eight hours of annual in-service training.

“We're having an absolute terrible time
providing training in rural Minnesota, said
Joe Beaton of the Minnesota School Bus
Driver’s Association. “It is hindering the hir-
ing of drivers.”

Last year, the Legislature passed a compre-
hensive school bus safety law, which allowed
school districts to get a 1 percent boost in
their transportation safety aid each year to
make their buses safer. The law also called for
more school bus driver training.

HF892 would leave it up to school districts
— not the state — to determine how much
first aid training drivers should receive. Cur-
rent law says all drivers have to show they
know first aid and cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation before they can obtain a school bus
driver’s license.

Some members have called the require-
ment an unfunded mandate for local school
districts.

Beaton said school districts face a bus
driver shortage because the frequently low-
paying and part-time positions require spe-
cific training and a criminal background
check. Potential bus drivers also must show
they understand student behavior, know how
to get students on and off the bus in an
orderly fashion, and know what to do in
emergencies. L

HF892 would also:

o clarify that school bus drivers are included
in the state’s Good Samaritan law, which
makes them immune from criminal and
civil liability when rendering emergency
care or assistance while on duty;

e create a mandatory minimum fine of $300
for failure to stop for a school bus with an
extended stop arm. Current law calls for a
driver’s license suspension for a first-time
offender. Under the bill, a license would
only be suspended for a repeat offender;

e reduce the current five-year bus license
cancellation to one year for a driver receiv-
ing a fourth moving violation in three
years.

The billnow moves to the Education Com-
mittee.

Creating local bus services

Cities and towns surrounding the Twin
Cities would be able to create their own bus
services, under a bill approved March 31 by
the Transportation and Transit Committee.

HF1549 would allow communities in the
Twin Cities metropolitan area — in which
the Metropolitan Council levies a transporta-
tion tax — to use that money for their own
bus service. :

Currently, five companies in the metro-
politan area offer “opt-out” transportation
services. That means they don’t choose to use
the Metropolitan Council’s coordinating bus-
ing system which operates throughout the
Twin Cities, suburbs, and adjacent cities and

towns.

The communities which use opt-out ser-




vices are still levied a transportation tax by
the Metropolitan Council. The council levies
the tax on all communities it serves or could
potentially serve, said Jim Solem, the council’s
regional administrator.

The agencies that administer opt-out pro-
grams, such as the Minnesota Valley Transit
Authority which serves riders in Apple Val-
ley, Burnsville, Prior Lake, and other south-
ern suburbs, submit their annual operating
budgets to the council for approval. Once
approved, the council rebates the agency that
budget amount, Solem said.

But HF1549 would allow local govern-
ments to automatically get back 90 percent of
their transportation levy if they choose to

operate or use an opt-out service, said bill .

sponsor Rep. Tom Workman (IR-
Chanhassen). If the local government re-
ceived more money back from the council
than necessary to operate the bus service, it
would place the money in a special reserve
account for future opt-out use.

“We have communities that are paying the
transportation levy and getting virtually no
service,” Workman told committee mem-
bers.

Tobeeligible to take part under Workman’s
bill, communities must show the Metropoli-
tan Council does not provide them with
adequate busing service, though they pay the
transportation levy. Potentially eligible cities
include Lino Lakesin Anoka County, Vadnais
Heights and North Oaks in Ramsey County,
Medicine Lake and Osseo in Hennepin
County, and Pine Springs and Woodbury in
Washington County, according to Work-
man.

But Solem said the bill would splinter
transportation busing services and create
problems for passengers who wish to travel
throughout the metropolitan area.

“This would have a big impact on our
ability to have a regional transit system,” he
said.

The council is now studying the needs of
the metropolitan busing system to better
determine a way to serve all communities, he
said.

Rep. Dan McElroy (IR-Burnsville) said the
met council provides a high-cost bus service.
Opt-out companies could cut busing costs by
using smaller buses, he said.

Next, the bill will be heard by the House
Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs
Committee.

Legislative Commisssions

Legislative Coordinating Commission
(LCo)
85 State Office Building .................... 297-3697

LCC Central Accounting

198 State Office Building .................. 296-8890

Claims (Joint Subcommittee on Claims)
198 State Office Building .................. 296-0099

Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) Oversight Office/Subcommittee
70 State Office Building ........cc..ccc.... 296-0098

Legislative Advisory Commission (LAC)
Fourth Floor, Centennial Office Building
658 Cedar St., St. Paul 55155 ........... 297-7881

Audit Commission/Office of
Legislative Auditor
First Floor, Centennial Office Building
658 Cedar St:, St. Paul 55155 ............ 296-4708

Legislative Commission on Children,
Youth & Their Families
60 State Office Building .................... 282-6289

Legislative Commission on the
Economic Status of Women

85 State Office Building .........ccc........ 296-8590
Toll-free number ................... 1-800-657-3949

Legislative Commission on
Employee Relations

85 State Office Building .........cccc.ou... 296-2963
Legislative Commission on

Health Care Access
375 State Office Building ... . 296-0173%
G-9 Capitol ..o 296-4261*
Legislative Commission on

Long Term Health Care
375 State Office Building ................ 296-0173*
G-9 Capitol ....cccovericiieniirreene 296-4261*

Legislative Commission on
Minnesota Resources (LCMR)
65 State Office Building .................... 296-2406

Legislative Commission on
Pensions & Retirement
55 State Office Building .................... 296-2750

Legislative Commission on
Planning & Fiscal Policy
90 State Office Building .................... 296-0134

Legislative Commission to
Review Administrative Rules (LCRAR)
55 State Office Building .................... 296-1143

Legislative Commission on
Waste Management (LCWM)
85 State Office Building .........c.oo... 297-3604

Legislative Water Commission

300 Centennial Office Building,

Third Floor, Southwest

658 Cedar St., St. Paul 55155........... 297-7905

Iron Range Resources &
Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB)
P.O. Box 441, Highway 53
Eveleth 55734 ...ccccooeviiiiinn. 218-749-7721

Mississippi River Parkway Commission
Pioneer Building, Suite 1513
336 Robert St., St. Paul 55101 ......... 224-9903

Electric Energy Task Force
85 State Office Building .................... 297-3697

Great Lakes Commission
569 State Office Building ................ 296-2228%

State Advisory Council on

Metropolitan Airport Planning
G-24 State Capitol ........cccoeveveienne 296-3205*
517 State Office Building ................ 296-5091*%

Frequently called numbers

Secretary of the Senate

231 Capitol..ooveveieiciicrciienn 296-2344
Voice mail/order bills..................0.. 296-2343
Chief Clerk of the House

211 Capitol.....coomeeiiniitiii s 296-2314
Index, Senate

110 Capitol...c.ovcvirviiisiiiiiiiiinnninn 296-2887
Index, House

211 Capitol..covieeciiiiicciicn, 296-6646
Information, Senate

231 Capitol..covieviiiiiiiccec 296-0504
Information, House

175 State Office Building ................ 296-2146
Committee Hotline, Senate .......... 296-8088
Committee Hotline, House .......... 296-9283
Sergeant at Arms, Senate

Senate Chamber ........c...cccocovvrerneenn 296-7159
Sergeant at Arms, House

45 State Office Building .................. 296-4860

Counsel and Research, Senate

G-17 Capitol ......covecciriricn, 296-4791
Research, House

600 State Office Building................ 296-6753
Legislative Reference Library

645 State Office Building ................ 296-3398
Revisor of Statutes

700 State Office Building ................ 296-2868
Governor’s Office

130 CapiLol...c..oevveivessrisis 296-3391
Attorney General’s Office

102 Capitol ..o, 296-6196
Secretary of State’s Office

180 State Office Building ................ 296-3266
Capitol Security

B-4 Capitol ...ccooovriiieiicce 296-6741
Emergency ... ...296-2100
TDD* Senate ..........ccocooevririinnnne. 296-0250

TDD* House.. 296-9896 or 1-800-657-3550

* These telephone numbers reflect lawmaker commission chairs which could change.
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Rostberg puts ‘reap-what-you-sow’ lessons to work

Growing up on a Kanabec County farm
and attending a one-room school, Rep. Jim
Rostberg (IR-Isanti) learned how common
sense and careful work
can bring future re-
wards.

Serving his first term
in the House, Rostberg
is putting those you-
reap-what-you-sow les-
sons to work on some of
the tough issues facing
state government.

Rostberg wants to improve education and
to make sure there will be good jobs for those
children later.

That way, the way Rostberg sees it, there
will be less need for welfare, state-funded
health care, or new prison space.

“By doing some preventive care up front,
we can reduce the costs at the other end,” he
said.

Rostberg said a more business-friendly envi-
ronment in Minnesota would help put people
to work in good jobs with good benefits.

He is one of many lawmakers who is look-
ing to make changes in workers’ compensa-
tion laws this year in order to boost business
and jobs.

“We need to look at our competition, our
neighboring states, and see what we can do to
bring ourselves into a better position,” he
said. “If we're not competitive with our neigh-
bors, how can we blame businesses for mov-
ing over the border?” )

Rostberg won the District 18A seat in the
House in 1994 by defeating four-term in-

Rep. Jim Rostberg

cumbent former Rep. Harold Lasley (DFL-
Cambridge).

A 1992 race between the same two candi-
dates was Rostberg’s first run for state office.

Rostberg has worked for the past nine
years as the emergency management director
and veterans service officer for Isanti County
— positions that have given him a close-up
look at some of the problems facing people in
his community.

There he worked with many low-income
community members and saw their struggles
for affordable housing, health care, and other
essentials.

“I'wanted to come down to the Legislature
to do what I could do to help decrease the
cost of government and to increase opportu-
nities for people,” he said.

Rostberg served six years on active duty in
the Navy, three of which were spent on
submarines, and he is a member of the Navy
reserves. He and his wife, Kathy, have two
children: Jacob, 12, and LeeAnn, 9.

During his years on the family farm,

Rostberg developed a keen interest in agri-
cultural and environmental issues.

He enjoys hands-on work such as cutting
his own fire wood and heading out to do
some deer hunting in the fall. And he wants
to work in the Legislature to maintain
Minnesota’s agricultural strength and abun-
dant natural resources.

“We need to do what we can to preserve
our environment so my children and my
children’s children will be able to enjoy it as
much as I have,” Rostberg said.

Still, he believes there “needs to be a bal-

ance” between environmental protection and
development.

“The best way to accomplish that is through
local control,” Rostberg said. “Common sense
should dictate a lot of things, and I think you
get common sense when local officials decide
because the publicismore actively involved.”

He supports legislation being considered
this year that would give counties more power
to decide which wetlands should be pro-
tected and which can be developed.

Rostberg still owns a share of the family
farm where he grew up and still works the
land every year.

While he currently is busy trying to forge
a better future for people in his district,
Rostberg has some other seeds to sow this
spring.

“The first thing I'm going to do when the
session ends, if T don’t have time before then,
is get on my tractor, plow my field, and plant
it,” he said. '

— Nick Healy
District 18A
Population: 32,320
Distribution ; 84.24 percent
rural :
Counties: Chis nabec, Pine

Unemploymen
Residents livin
percent
1992 preside:
Bush/Quayle ...
Clinton/Gore ....
Perot/Stockdale . .
Oer: oo 1.33 percent
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When church or community groups go
_looking for someone to take charge, a lot of
people duck the offer by saying, “No, but I'd
like to help.”

“I'm exactly the oppo-
site,” said Rep. Fran Bra-
dley (IR-Rochester). “I
love to lead. T love to
organize. I have a pro-
pensity to be involved in
a lot of community ac-
tivities.”

During the past three
decades, Bradley has accepted more than a
few offers to lead community efforts.

He has served as a board member for the
Youth Employment Project and as a member
of the Winona State University Foundation
scholarship committee.

He also has worked in the youth ministry
and served on the religious education board
and parish council for his church.

But, until seeking the District 30A House
seat in 1994, Bradley's experience in public

) office was limited to a six-year stint on the
C Oronoco City Council in the late 1970s and

early 1980s.

Still, he does not consider his decision to
run for the seat left vacant by former Rep. Gil
Gutknecht, who was elected to the U.S. Con-
gress, a great departure.

“I think it’s a fairly natural extension of a
keen interest in the community and a desire for
the chance to make a difference,” Bradley said.

His involvement in IR politics stretches
back to the 1970s, when he chaired the First
District volunteer team for former congress-
man Al Quie.

Rep. Fran Bradley

Bradley served in that role during Quie’s
successful 1978 gubernatorial campaign and
still considers him a “statesman mentor.”

Alongtime member of the Jaycees, Bradley
said his most valuable campaign trail experi-
ence occurred when he mounted a successful
run to become state president of the 10,000-
member organization.

Before entering the 1994 House race, Bra-
dley spent six weeks considering his options
and discussing the possibilities with his fam-
ily.

Once he decided to run, Bradley built a
campaign around calls for welfare reform and
for improvements in education and the
economy. He set out determined to avoid
negative campaign tactics.

“I was going to win or lose based on the
way [ live my life,” Bradley said. “That is
based on optimism.”

Reforming workers” compensation, con-
trolling taxes and taking other steps to create
jobs in Minnesota, he maintains, could help
solve some of the toughest problems facing
the Legislature.

“The greatest welfare reform initiative I see
is a very strong economy,” he said. “There is
nothing to take the place of being able to go
out and find a good job.”

The Ivanhoe, Minn., native doesn’t put
much stock in political labels, and adds that
he doesn't easily fit into one category.

He describes himself as a “fiscal conserva-
tive” and as “pro-life.” But he considers him-
self “progressive” when it comes to expand-
ing opportunities for women and people of
color and says he is not the kind of person
“who makes [abortion] the only issue.”

Places in the heart — and head — for Bradley

Bradley promises an understanding ap-
proach to even the most divisive issues that
come before the Legislature. “I think we can
have.healthy differences of opinion and still
respect each other,” he said. “I hope we can
debate, even sometimes get angry, and still
respect each other.”

A graduate of South Dakota State Univer-
sity, Bradley said he had “probably 10 differ-
ent careers” during his 30 years with IBM. He
worked most recently as a senior engineer-
manager before retiring in August 1994.

He and his wife, Mary, have four children:
Al, 30, Michelle, 28, Scott, 27, and Chris, 10.

In his first term in the House, Bradley is
counting on his engineering background and
his “deep spiritual values” to help him ana-
lyze both the technical and ethical issues that
legislators’ face.

“Itend to be driven in making decisions by
a balance of heart and head,” he said.

— Nick Healy

District 30A

Population: 32,969
Distributi

n; 0.59 percent

Agriculture ..o, 297-2200
Commerce ...... ... 296-4026
Corrections ..... ... 642-0200
Education ................ ... 296-6104
Employee Relations ...... ... 297-1184
Job Information ....... ... 296-2616
Finance .........c....... .. 296-5900
Gaming

Gambling Control Division .. 639-4000
MN State Lottery Division .... 635-8100
Toll Free ................ 1-800-475-4000
MN Racing Commission ....... 341-7555
Health ... 623-5000

Minnesota State Agencies

Human Rights ... 296-5663
Toll Free ... 1-800-657-3704
Human Services ... 296-6117
Economic Security 296-3711
Labor and Industry ... 296-6107
Military Affairs ............. ... 282-4662
Natural Resources .................. 296-6157
Public Safety ...........ccccoeeenn. 296-6642
Driver and Vehicle Services .. 296-6911
Fire Marshal ............cccoeies 643-3080
Liquor Control .... ... 296-6159
State Patrol............... ... 297-3935
Pollution Control ................... 296-6300

Unemployment )
Residents living percent
1992 preside:
Bush/Quay 48 percent
Clinton/Gol .33.17 percent
Perot/Stockdale ........coceverrnnne. 3.59 percent
Other: ..o 0.76 percent
. Public Service.....c.ccooouviriinnnnn. 296-7107
Revenue
Taxpayer Assistance ............. 296-3781
Toll Free .............. .. 1-800-652-9094
Trade and Econ. Development 297-1291
Office of Tourism ................. 296-5029
Transportation ..................... 296-3000
Veterans Affairs ..........c.c.cc...... 206-2562
State Information ................. 296-6013
House Information ................. 296-2146
Senate Information ................. 296-0504
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1B Finseth, Tim ([R) ......... 52B Pellow, Richard (IR)...........
31A Frerichs, Don L. (IR) 32A Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL) ..
63B Garcia, Edwina (DFL) .....ccccvrnnee. 57A Perlt, Walter E. (DFL) ........ccvvrurneee
21A Girard, Jim (IR) .oooceeniivnecicrcninns 13B Peterson, Doug (DFL) ......ccccoecvnenne
9A Goodno, Kevin (IR)..... 39A Pugh, Thomas (DFL)
62A Greenfield, Lee (DFL) 46A Rest, Ann H. (DFL) .....
54B Greiling, Mindy (DFL) 44B Rhodes, Jim (IR) ...c.ccoverrrinnnnn,
48A Haas, Bill (IR) .....cccveevrecricieeene 58A Rice, James |. (DFL) ....cccccccvereenen.
50A Hackbarth, Tom (IR} ... 18A Rostberg, Jim (IR) .........
22B Harder, Elaine (IR).......... 5A Rukavina, Tom (DFL) ....
12A Hasskamp, Kris (DFL) 59A Sarna, John J. (DFL) .....ccccceeenaneee
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) 17B Schumacher, Leslie (DFL).............
56A Holsten, Mark (IR) .......... 41A Seagren, Alice (IR) ....cccoovenne
26A Hugoson, Gene (IR) 52A Simoneau, Wayne (DFL)
6B Huntley, Thomas (DFL) ................. 62B Skoglund, Wesley J. “Wes” (DFL) .. 477 ....
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) v.oocevvvvrverecenenenens 559 34A Smith, Steve (IR) ....ccoveeeveeerereinnne 353 ...
58B Jefferson, Richard H. (DFL) ........... 577 ... 3B Solberg, Loren (DFL) .....ccccccvvcrcnee 445 ...
18B Jennings, Loren (DFL) .....cccooevevnnnne 537 .... 33B Stanek, Rich (IR) ..ccoovvivircncrnnnene, 351 ...
48B Johnson, Alice M. (DFL) ......c......... 539 ... 28B  'Sviggum, Steven A. (IR) ......cccceuu.. 267 ...
4A Johnson, Bob (DFL) .....ccceevnveiene 551 ... 51B Swenson, Doug (IR) .......coeeeeernne 255 ...
32B Johnson, Virgil J. (IR) «ccceevvrinnenes 207 ... 23B Swenson, Howard (IR) .......ccccovcuu.. 331 ...
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) .....ccoovevercrnne 367 .... 43B Sykora, Barbara (IR) ........cccvevrnae 357 ...
26B Kalis, Henry J. (DFL) ..covecvrveiiinenen 543 .... 5B.  Tomassoni, David (DFL)............... 593 ...
44A Kelley, Steve (DFL) ...cccocenviireanens 417 ... 36A Tompkins, Eileen (IR) ........cccoennene. 245 ...
35B Kelso, Becky (DFL) ....ccoceircrieenne 415 ... 67B Trimble, Steve (DFL) w..occccvceeeveen. 491 ...
4B Kinkel, Anthony G. “Tony” (DFL) ....453 .... 25A Tuma, John (IR) ....ccovvveicriririeenee 301 ...
40B Knight, Kevin (IR) ..cooovvenerinrinnnenne 307 ... 1A Tunheim, Jim (DFL) ..cccocvovveevvrnnnen, 509 ...
16B Knoblach, Jim (IR) ....ccooveeceiceaninenns 215 ... 34B Van Dellen, H. Todd (IR) .......cc...... 291 ...
17A Koppendrayer, LeRoy (IR)............. 389 ... 15A Van Engen, Tom (IR) ....c.cccconennenne 359 ...
27A Kraus, Ron (IR} ...ccccovveenrcrncnnnnnne. 279 ... 23A Vickerman, Barb (IR) ........cccceveuen. 211 ...
53A Krinkie, Phil (IR) .....ccccoevnniiiiiiinnns 303 ... 63A Wagenius, Jean (DFL).........c.cc...... 439
56B Larsen, Peg (IR) ..coccvvvervccrccnivnnens 311 49B Warkentin, Eldon H. (IR)**
27B Leighton Jr., Robert (DFL) ............. 527 .... 49A Weaver, Charlie (IR) ......c.ccoceeennne
45B Leppik, Peggy (IR) ..coovevevirereianne. 393 ... 61B Wejcman, Linda (DFL) .........
2A Lieder, Bernie (DFL) .....ccooccveveeenne 515 ... 12B Wenzel, Stephen G. (DFL) ...
33A Lindner, Arlon (IR) ..cccoccvevvereennnnn. 227 ... 22A Winter, Ted (DFL) ...............
60A Long, Dee (DFL) ...cccevnveriniriirennnne 591 ... 41B Wolf, Ken (IR) .............
8B Lourey, Becky (DFL) .....coccovvevmianns 421 .. 28A Worke, Gary D. (IR)....
47A Luther, Darlene (DFL) .........ccoevvenes 525 ... Workman, Tom (IR) ....cc.ccoeveeneenens

Note: Room numbers are still subject to change.
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* All rooms are in the State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155

** E|ected' to the House in a special election April 4, 1995.
Will be sworn in April 10, 1995,
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In the Hopper . . . March 31 - April 6, 1995

ons

HF1772-HF1823

Monday, April 3

HF1772—Entenza (DFL)

Education

Special education services provided full state
funding, fund transfers authorized, contract
settlement deadline repealed, lease purchase
levy modified, and property tax aid offsets
provided.

HF1773—Anderson, B. (IR}

Environment and Natural Resources
Sherburne county tax-forfeited land sale autho-
rized.

HF1774—Carlson (DFL)

Education -

School district fund transfers authorized, re-
quired fund transfer eliminated, and lease pur-
chase levy modified.

HF1775—Pugh (DFL)

Judiciary

Unmarried mother right to custody provided,
and child support order, paternity judgement,
and right to counsel provisions modified.

HF1776—Rhodes (IR)
Transportation and Transit
Railroad track zoning system established.

HF1777—Simoneau (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Metropolitan council, metropolitan agency, and
state historical society employees provided an
early retirement incentive.

HF1778—Ness (IR)

Education

School district projected capital expenditures
report required.

HF1779—Abrams (IR)

Governmental Operations

Government entity purchase of services pro-
hibited from news media that do not annually
publish their ethical standards.

HF1780-—McGuire (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Public information policy training program es-
tablished for state and local government offi-
cials, and money appropriated.

HF1781—Farrell (DFL)
Judiciary Finance

Red Wing and Sauk Centre correctional facili-
ties juvenile placement prohibited, juvenile court

delinquent transfer provisions modified, and
juvenile care privatization report required.

HF1782—Daggett {IR)

Education

Independent School District No. 22, Detroit
Lakes, fund transfer authorized.

HF1783—Schumacher {DFL)

Commerce, Tourism and Consumer Affairs
Fireworks display operators certification re-
quirement provided, fees established, and
money appropriated.

HF1784—Kinkel (DFL)
Judiciary Finance
Ah Gwah Ching correctional facility established.

HF1785—Long (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Local government state mandate development,
imposition, and management regulated.

HF1786—Pugh (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Gambling department created, gambling con-
trol and lottery boards abolished, horse racing
commission modified, duties transferred, and
agriculture commissioner required to provided
technical and administrative horse racing sup-
port.

HF1787—Carruthers (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Unicameral legislature provided with 112 mem-
bers, and constitutional amendment proposed.

HF1788—Trimble {DFL)

Education

Higher education board appropriated money
for land acquisition.

HF1789—IJohnson, A. (DFL)

Education

Special education services provided full state
funding, and property tax aid offset provided.

HF1790—Hausman (DFL)

Environment and Natural Resources

Forest resource management responsibilities of
the natural resources department expanded.

HF1791—Carlson {DFL)

Education

School systemic site decision making restruc-
turing grants provided, and money appropri-
ated.

HF1792—Rest (DFL)

Taxes

Hennepin County property tax offset reduction
provided.

HF1793—Lieder (DFL)

Economic Development, Infrastructure,

& Regulation Finance

Omnibus transportation appropriations bill.

HF1794—Long (DFL)

Taxes

Senior citizen’s property tax deferral program
adopted, and money appropriated.

HF1795—Anderson, R. {DFL)

Economic Development, Infrastructure,

& Regulation Finance

Glendalough State Park, Molly Stark lake, free
public access site construction provided, and
money appropriated.

HF1796—Entenza (DFL)

Education

School efficiency and flexibility promoted, and
reporting requirements eliminated.

HF1797—Murphy (DFL)

Judiciary Finance

Corrections and public safety department ap-
propriations reduced.

HF1798—Jennings (DFL)

Education

Independent School District No. 138, North
Branch, increased student-teacher contact time
grant provided, and money appropriated.

HF1799—Entenza (DFL)
Education
Special education aid procedures modified.

HF1800—Long {DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Strategic and long-range planning office to de-
velop asustainable development planning guide
for local government use.

HF1801—Pelowski (DFL)
Education

Graduation rule adoption cost analysis required
by state board of education.

HF1802—Lourey (DFL)

Agriculture

Dairy education and technology transfer pilot
program established, and money appropriated.
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HF1803—Hausman (DFL)

Education

Flexible learning year building grants provided
to school districts, and bonds issued.

HF1804—Huntley (DFL)

Taxes

Enterprise zone duration extended in certain
cities.

HF1805—Huntley (DFL)

Taxes

Technical college student housing property tax
exemption provisions modified.

HF1806—Bakk (DFL)

Rules and Legislative Administration
Root-Bryce Treaty; President and Congress
memorialized to refer water use disagreements
between the citizens of Minnesota and Ontario
to the International Joint Commission for ex-
amination and determination under the Root-
Bryce Treaty.

HF1807—Kahn (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Budget and oversight state council created, and
duties specified.

HF1808—Rest {DFL)
Taxes

Bonding authority allocation procedures modi-
fied.

HF1809—Osthoff (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
St. Paul Charter Commission alternative ap-
pointment method provided.

HF1810—Rice (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Juvenile sex offender residential program li-
cense restrictions provided, and communities
provided notification of facility siting.

Wednesday, April 5
HF1811—Wagenius (DFL)
Taxes

Mixed municipal solid waste and disposal ser-
vice sales tax imposed.

HF1812—Huntley (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Physician groups authorized to collectively bar-
gain with benefit payors.

HF1813—Rice (DFL)

Economic Development, Infrastructure,

& Regulation Finance

Commerce, Economic Security, Labor and In-
dustry, Public Service, and Trade and Eco-
nomic Development department appropriations
reduced.

HF181 4—Leppik (IR)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Consumer credit equal treatment of spouses
provided.

HF1815—Entenza (DFL)
Judiciary Finance
Ramsey County judge increase authorized.

HF1816—Otremba (DFL)
Labor-Management Relations
Reemployment insurance benefit eligibility pro-
vided to certain business owners.

HF1817—Knight (IR}

Governmental Operations

State sovereignty defense council established,
and attorney general directed to challenge cer-
tain federal mandates.

HF1818—Knight (IR)

Governmental Operations

Police and firefighters relief association mem-
ber service pension calculation salary definition
limited.

Thursday, April 6

HF1819—Tunheim (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Lake of the Woods commercial rough fish and
perch license limitation authorized.

HF1820—Bakk (DFL)

Taxes

Taconite economic development fund distribu-
tion extension provided.

HF1821—Jaros (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Pollution control agency sewage treatment sys-
tem grants provided, bonds issued, and money
appropriated.

HF1822—Paulsen (IR)
Education
Referendum allowance reduction discontinued.

HF1823—Swenson, D. {IR)

Judiciary

Design professional civil action expert review
certification required.

The newest mem-
ber of the Minne-
sotaHouseisEldon
‘Warkentin, an In-
dependent-Repub-
lican from Coon
Rapids, Minn., who
won the April 4 spe-
cial election in Dis-
trict 49B.

Hewillassume the seat vacated by former
Rep. Joel Jacobs, who was appointed to the
Public Utilities Commission by Gov. Arne
Carlson. Jacobs was serving his 12th term
in the House.

Rep. Eldon Warkentin

New House member

IR candidates continue to dominate
special elections in recent years, taking
the last 15 legislative contests, and 35 of
45 special elections dating to 1971.

Warkentin received 48.8 percent of
the vote in a three-way race. DFL candi-
date Luanne Koskinen received 39 per-
cent, and Independence Party standard
bearer Deb Skogen received 11.7 per-
cent. A total of 4,690 votes were cast.

A licensed public accountant,
Warkentin and his wife, Esther, have
three children and six grandchildren. In
addition to membership in several pro-
fessional groups, Warkentin serves as

executive chairman of the Coon Rapids
Evangelical Free Church.

“Serving the voters: of District 49B
would be another form of serving the
public as I have done throughout my
life,” said Warkentin. T look forward to
the hard work and responsibility re-
quired of a state representative.”

Warkentin is expected to receive his
committee assighments after he is sworn
in April 10. '

With his election, the House now has
70 DFL members and 64 Independent-
Republican members.
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Coming Up Next Week . . . April 10 - 14, 1995

— o

edule

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call House
Calls at (612) 296-9283. All meetings
are open to the public.

MONDAY, April 10

8 am.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &

REGULATION FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rice

Agenda: HF210 (Carlson) Minnesota identifi-
cation card fee changed.

HF575 (Erhardt) Motor vehicle transfer notifi-
cation by buyer required within ten days of
purchase, and fees and penalties imposed.
HF815 (Mariani) Wabasha Bridge in St. Paul
removal and replacement provided, money ap-
propriated, and bonds issued.

HF971 (Tunheim) Manufacturer motor vehicle
test license plate issuance authorized.
HF1009 (McElroy) Drivers’ license reinstate-
ment fee waived in certain cases.

HF1024 (Lieder) Roseville; Water’s Edge Build-
ing purchased by Department of Transporta-
tion commissioner, bonds issued, and money
appropriated.

HF1638 (Kalis) Kee Theatre in Kiester restora-
tion funding provided, and money appropri-
ated.

HF1639 (Kalis) FarmAmerica in Waseca County
provided a grant, and money appropriated.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Environment and Natural Resources
Omnibus Finance Bill.

Health & Human Services Finance Division/
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Lee Greenfield

Agenda: HF446 (Leppik) Acupuncture
practictioner licensure by Board of Medical
Practice established, and rules and penalties
provided.
HF503 (Bishop) Water supply systems and waste-
water treatment facilities classified and operators
certified by Department of Health and Pollution

. -Control Agency, and money appropriated.

HF506 (Clark)‘Lead abatement provisions modi-
ed and recodified, and money appropriated.

HF598 (Greenfield) Vulnerable Adults Report-
ing Act modified, and penalties provided.
HF490 (Greenfield) Nursinghome moratorium
exception provisions modified.

HF1201 (Greenfield) Health and human ser-
vices appropriations reduced.

K-12 Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson

Agenda: Omnibus Education Bill: complete
Art. 3 (special programs). Art. 4 (community
education), and Art. 5 (facilities and equip-
ment).

Property Tax & Tax Increment Financing
Division/TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: HF1192 (Hasskamp) Breezy Point
lodging tax proceeds disposition specified.
HF1682 (Bakk) Circuit breaker for seasonal
recreational property.

HF1545 (Kelley) Omnibus property tax bill
modifying property tax classification, tax re-
funds, local government aid, municipal service
charges, state aid, education cooperation, and
court administration finance, and money ap-
propriated.

University of Minnesota Finance Division/
EDUCATION

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Becky Kelso

Agenda; HF156 (Finseth) University of Minne-
sota appropriated money for wheat and barley
scab research. ,

HF363 (Winter) Farmer-Lender Mediation Act
sunset date eliminated.

HF1697 (Wenzel) Relating to agriculture; ap-
propriating money for the Minnesota Educa-
tion in Agriculture Leadership Council.

10 am.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy

Agenda: Omnibus judiciary finance bill: for-
mulation of priorities within agency requests,
governor recommendations, bills before the
committee, If necessary, the agenda will be
continued in the evening.

Select Committee on Technology
500N State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Gene Pelowski

Agenda: Update on computer upgrades. House
Television. E-mail.

State Government Finance Division/
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
400S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Rukavina

Agenda: Preliminary budget allocations.

12:30 p.m.

WAYS & MEANS

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Loren Solberg

Agenda: HF723 (Bakk) Youthful deer hunter
license established, doe taking authority ex-
panded, pelting fee increased, and family hunt-
ing license eliminated.

HF2 (Johnson, A.) Motor vehicle emission in-
spection requirement waived for vehicles less
than five years old.

HF248 (Solberg) Pumped hydropower added
to list of preferred alternative energy sources,
and incentive payments provided for pumped
hydropower facilities.

HF1036 (Orenstein) Department of Public
Safety, Higher Education Coordinating Board,
State Racing Commission, Gambling Control
Board, State Lottery Board, and Department of
Public Service abolished, duties transferred,
and new agencies created.

HF1542 (Orenstein) State agency periodic re-
port requirement eliminated.

2:15p.m.

RULES &

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
118 State Capitol '

Chr. Rep. Phil Carruthers

Agenda: Special Orders.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in Session.

After Session

Higher Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION '
3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tony Kinkel -

Agenda: HF1350 (Opatz) Higher education
merger technical and statutory provisions modi-
fied. Jay Noren, interim chancellor, Higher Edu-
cation Board; Robe ,interim president, St.
1 Ed Twedt, president,
0); John Ostrem,
Colleges; Frank
, Minnesota State
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University Student Association (MSUSA); Bob
Minne, co-president, UTCE.

State Government Finance Division/
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

400S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Rukavina

Agenda: Continuation of morming agenda.

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ann H. Rest

Agenda: HF1077 (Cooper) MinnesotaCare,
integrated service network requirements estab-
lished, penalties provided, and money appro-
priated.

TUESDAY, April 11

7:30 a.m.

K-12 Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson

Agenda: Remaining articles in the Omnibus
Education Bill.

8 am.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Environment and Natural Resources
Omnibus Finance bill.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy

Agenda: Continuation of April 10 agenda. If
necessary, the agenda will be continued in the
evening.

MinnesotaCare Finance Division/
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Roger Cooper

Agenda: MinnesotaCare programs allocations
for the 1996-97 biennium.

Transportation Finance Division/
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &
REGULATION FINANCE

5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bernie Lieder

Agenda: To be announced.

10 a.m.
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Financial Aid and Tuition Policy Working
Group/Joint Higher Education Finance Divi-
sion and University of Minnesota Finance
Division/EDUCATION

3008 State Office Building

Chrs. Reps. Tony Kinkel, Becky Kelso
Agenda: Continued discussion of previous
agendas.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
10 State Office Building ’
Chr. Rep. Bob Anderson

Agenda: To be announced.

Property Tax & Tax Increment Financing
Division/TAXES

200-State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: HF1156 (Long) Metropolitan livable

communities advisory board and fund estab-

lished, and Metropolitan Mosquito Control
Commission and district provisions modified.

State Government Finance Division/
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
400S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Rukavina

Agenda: Preliminary budget allocations.

12:30 p.m.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Henry Kalis

Agenda: Higher education bonding recommen-
dations presented by Reps. Tony Kinkel and
Becky Kelso.

HF1507 (Murphy) Omnibus higher education
bonding recommendations.

1pm.

Legislative Commission on

Pensions and Retifement

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Richard Jefferson

Agenda: Consideration of the future provision
of actuarial services to the commission after the
June 30, 1995 expiration of the current contract
with Milliman & Robertson, Inc. Appointment
of actuarial services subcommittee. Consider-
ation of timeline for rebidding actuarial services
contract. Review and authorization of the issu-
ance of a request for proposal document.

4 pm.

K-12 Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson

Agenda: Complete remaining articles in tlig;

Omnibus Education Bill.

WEDNESDAY, April 12

8 am.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &
REGULATION FINANCE
300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rice

Agenda: Budget discussion.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Environment & Natural Resources
Omnibus Finance Bill.

Health & Human Services Finance Division/
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Lee Greenfield ]

Agenda: Allocations for Health and Human
Services programs for the 1996-97 biennium.

Property Tax & Tax Increment Financing
Division/TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: SF953 (Solon); HF1273 (Jaros) Wind
energy conversion systems property tax im-
posed and recovery provided.

HF1327 (Garcia) Richfield low and moderate
income housing nonprofit corporation devel-
opment authorized.

HF1400 (Murphy) Homestead assessment in-
crease by Department of Revenue prohibited.
HF1439 (Mahon) Bloomington fiscal disparity
contribution provisions modified.

HF1566 (Long) Minneapolis authorized to es-
tablish special service districts.

HF1702 (Rukavina) Sharing C/I base within
taconite tax relief area.

HF1770 (Kelley) Exemption to time require-
ments for qualifying for property tax exemp-
tion.

University of Minnesota Finance Division/
EDUCATION

300S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Becky Kelso

Agenda: University of Minnesota Finance
Division Omnibus Bill.

10 a.m.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy

Agenda: Continuation of April 11 agenda. 1f
necessary, the agenda will be continued in the
evening,




State Government Finance Division/
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
400S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Rukavina

Agenda: Preliminary budget allocations.

12:30 p.m.

WAYS & MEANS

10 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Loren Solberg
Agenda: To be announced.

2:15 p.m.

. RULES &
- LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
118 State Capitol
Chr. Rep. Phil Carruthers
Agenda: Special Orders.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in Session.

After Session

Property Tax & Tax Increment Financing
Division/TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: HF1627 (Van Dellen) Metropolitan
revitalization fund established to provide fund-
ing for housing and urban development, and
money appropriated.

State Government Finance Division/
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
400S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Rukavina

Agenda: Preliminary budget allocations.

University of Minnesota Finance Division/
EDUCATION

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Becky Kelso

Agenda: University of Minnesota Finance Divi-
sion Omnibus Bill (continued).

7 p.m.

EDUCATION

200 State Office Building.

Chr. Rep. Lyndon Carlson

Agenda: HF1000 (Johnson, A.) Omnibus K-12
education finance bill.

THURSDAY, April 13

7 a.m.

EDUCATION
1200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Lyndon Carlson

Agenda: HF1000 (Johnson, A.) Omnibus K-12
education finance bill.

8 a.m.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &
REGULATION FINANCE
300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rice

Agenda: Budget discussion.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Environment & Natural Resources
Omnibus Finance Bill.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy

Agenda: Continuation of April 12 agenda. If
necessary, the agenda will be continued in the
evening.

MinnesotaCare Finance Division/
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Roger Cooper

Agenda: HF1077 (Cooper) MinnesotaCare;
integrated service network requirements estab-
lished, penalties provided, and money appro-
priated.

Continuation of budget allocations.

10 am.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
10 State Office Building ‘

Chr. Rep. Bob Anderson

Agenda; To be announced.

Minnesota- Wisconsin Boundary Area:

Commission -
Student Center, St. Marys College .
700 Terrace Heights -
‘Winona, Minnesota ~ ‘
Agenda: Special presentatlon Mldwest Area
River Coalition (MARC 2000, Chris Brecia.
Mississippi River sedimentation issue. St. Croix
issues. Public forum. Reports from administra-
tion and finance committees.

Sales & Income Tax Division/TAXES

500S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Milbert

Agenda: HF1653 (Dawkins) Revenue recap-
ture debt collection notification provided an-
nually.

HF1435 (Pelowski) High School League tour-
nament admissions exempted from sales tax.
HF1422 (Winter) Horse sales and use tax ex-
emption expanded to include racehorses, feed,
and bedding.

HF1734 (Krinkie) Exempting used boats from
the sales tax.

Property Tax & Tax Increment Financing
Division/TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: HF1656 (Dawkins) Restructuring aid
paid to cities.

HF1494 (Dawkins) Government Innovation and
Cooperation Board fund distribution approval
provided.

HF1611 (Dawkins) Government Innovationand
Cooperation Board authorized to conduct aid
distribution council pilot project, and money
appropriated.

HF1673 (Wejcman) County boards may del-
egate authority to county auditor for tax-for-
feited land administration and tax abatement.
HF1725 (Otremba) Assessment of platted land.

State Government Finance Division/
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
400S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Rukavina

Agenda: Preliminary budget allocations.

12:30 p.m.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Henry Kalis

Agenda: Judiciary Committee bonding recom-
mendations presented by Reps. Mary Murphy,
Wes Skoglund. Environment & Natural Re-
sources Finance Committee bonding recom-
mendations presented by Rep. Chuck Brown.

- HF1024 (Lieder) Roseville; Water’s Edge Build-

- ing purchased by Department of Transporta-

_tion commissiorner, bonds issued, and money
- appropriated.

~ HE351 (Dempsey) Red Wing provided com-

. bined sewer overflow grants, and money appro-

priated.
2:15 p.m.

RULES &

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
118 State Capitol

Chr. Rep. Phil Carruthers

Agenda: Special Orders.

2:30 p.m.

The House meets in Session.

FRIDAY, April 14

Holiday. No committee

scheduled.
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MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1298

Speaker of the House: Irv Anderson
Majority Leader: Phil Carruthers
Minority Leader: Steven A. Sviggum

For more
information . . .

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(612) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(612) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

612) 296-6646

For up-to-date recorded message
giving committee meeting times and
agendas, call:

House Calls {612) 296-9283

&

Telecommunications
Device for the Deaf (TDD)

Telecommiunications device for the deaf.

- To ask questions or leave messages, call:

TDD Line (612) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550




