
























































































Raising speed limits notice. If they didn't, the birth certificate committee, but never reached the House 
A move by Rep. Bob Vanasek (DFL- could simply be released. Birth parents floor. (HF2 944) 

New Prague) to hike the speed limit argued for privacy while adoptees wanted • along the stretch of I-35E from down- to answer "Who am I?" The measure No street user fees 
town St. Paul south to the Mississippi passed a House subcommittee, and then Lawmakers apparently want to think a 
River from 45 to 55 miles per hour was stalled. (HFl 702) while longer before considering to 
spiked by Rep. Rick Krueger (DFL- impose user fees to pay for municipal 
Staples), who at the time was presiding Cloth diaper option nixed road projects. A bill that would have 
over the House as Speaker pro tern. Child care centers would have been allowed cities to collect regular fees from 
Vanasek was trying to tack the controver- required to offer cloth diapers - in property owners based on the amount of 
sial proposal onto another bill, but was addition to disposables - for kids, but traffic the property produces was referred 
ruled out of order by Krueger. the proposal stalled in both the House to a subcommittee for further study. 

and Senate. (HF1992) Road user fees have been gaining 
Pets for the elderly acceptance in several other states as an 

A move to allow those over 62 whose Taste of (just) Minnesota alternative to street assessments for 
rent is partially subsidized to have a A move to highlight Minnesota generating local construction and 
spayed or neutered dog or cat, (or two products at the annual Taste of Minne- maintenance funds. (HFl 709) 
birds) cleared the House Housing sota festival passed the House, but stalled 
Committee March 2, and then stalled. in the Senate. The bill called for "Minne- Paycheck envy 
(HF123) sota-only" grown, produced and pre- A move to hold county commissioner 

pared products to be served at the event. salaries to those equal to or less than 
Cigarette sales to minors Anything made by a Minnesota restaurant what state lawmakers earn was deleted 

A measure that would have blocked qualified, and Minnesota-bottled pop from this year's omnibus appropriations 
stores from selling tobacco for one week qualified, too. Proponents argued the bill. Legislators will take home about 
if they were found guilty of selling event should "showcase Minnesota $29,700 before taxes this year, while 
cigarettes to minors passed the Senate on products," and shouldn't be a "corporate commissioners in the state's larger county 

I 
a 63-0 vote, but stalled in the House on sponsorship." The Senate never voted on governments - such as Hennepin and 
the last day of session. Third-time the bill. (HF2 l 08) Another similar Ramsey- can earn nearly $70,000 a !., violators within a year would have been measure that would have required bars at year. (HF2694) 

I banned from selling smokes for a year. Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
J (SF304* /HF487) Airport to sell only Minnesota-produced Go home t 

j beer also stalled. (HF2074) A proposal to extend to 3 a.m. the time 

t Cough, hack, wheeze bars and restaurants legally can serve 

l 
A bill which would have allowed Gas tax stalls alcohol did not receive a hearing this 

cigarette smokers to deduct the taxes they A proposal to raise gasoline taxes up to year. The measure easily passed out of 
pay on each pack of cigarettes from the 5 cents per gallon to finance highway the Regulated Industries Committee early 
amount of taxes they owe the federal construction and mass transit sputtered in the 1991 Session, but was forced to 

f government naturally went up in smoke. and died in the final week of the 1992 dry out on the General Orders Calendar ,. 

I Over the past two sessions, lawmakers Session. for the rest of the year. It returned to its 

I 
have raised the cigarette tax 10 cents per As proposed in House legislation, it committee of origin when lawmakers 
pack, pushing the nation-leading total to would have raised gasoline taxes 2 cents returned to work in January, but never 
48 cents per pack. The bill never got a per gallon and would have extended a came close to getting another vote. 
hearing. (HF2200) 2.6 percent sales tax on gas purchases. (HF353) 

Supporters said the tax hike was needed 
Acupuncturist's licensure plan popped to generate enough state money to match Working papers 

Intensive lobbying efforts on the part of federal matching funds for highway A measure that would have barred 
acupuncturists, including free demon- construction. (HF2605) lawmakers from using "working papers" 
strations for lawmakers and staff, failed to to make appropriations more difficult for 
garner licensure for the occupation. Safety on the slopes the governor to line-item veto was idled 
(HF1357) A measure to better enforce "skier by committee inactivity. After the 1991 

conduct codes" by giving them the force Session adjourned, Gov. Arne Carlson 
Birth information for adoptees of law crashed into a great big tree in the and DFL legislative leaders sparred over 

A move to eliminate the current House Judiciary Committee en route to whether Carlson's veto authority ex-
practice of notifying a birth parent when passage. (HF2822) tended to working papers - detailed • an adult adopted child wants to receive lists compiled by appropriations divisions 
. his/her birth certificate drew heated Nice TV specifying how they want state money 
debate on both sides of the issue. The A resolution calling on network spent. The dispute eventually wound up 

measure would have called for birth broadcasters to reduce the amount of sex in court and lawmakers this year gener-
parents to file a "refusal to disclose" and violence they air was approv~d by a ally steered cleared of using the docu-

April 24, 1992/ SESSION WEEKLY 45 



ments in their appropriations bills. 
A separate provision in the package 

also would have blocked the Legislature 
from using the state reserve account to 
help close budget shortfalls. (HF1987) 

The merger moves ahead 
The House gave the Senate three 

opportunities to repeal the merger of 
three of the public higher education 
systems. But the Senate didn't take action 
on any of them. On the session's last day, 
the House emphasized its opposition to 
the merger of the community college, 
technical college, and state university 
system by approving a bill to repeal it on 
a 123-5 vote. (HF2042) 

Tuition doubled? 
College students and their families -

provided they weren't eligible for 
financial aid - can breathe a sigh of 
relief. A proposal to double public college 
tuition didn't pass. The proposal would 
have essentially reversed the way the state 
funds higher education, requiring 
students to pay two-thirds of education 
costs. The money saved by the state 
would have been used to increase 
financial aid and to improve programs. 
The idea was heard in February, op­
posed, and scrapped. (HF1597) 

Waseca campus opens - NOT 
Last ditch efforts to keep the University 

of Minnesota-Waseca campus within the 
public higher education system were not 
successful. Instead, the campus will close. 

The House Education Committee 
passed two bills which would have made 
Waseca an agricultural center, but both 
died in the Appropriations Committee. 
(HF2606, HF2 785) 

EdVest 
A proposal to allow parents to invest 

their state tax refunds directly into U.S. 
savings bonds so they could be used later 
for college was dropped from the 
omnibus appropriations bill during 
conference committee negotiations. The 
plan originated with the governor's office, 
which had hoped to create a mechanism 
for supplementing the funds saved by the 
parents. 

American Sign Language 
Advocates of American Sign Language 

(ASL) successfully quashed a proposal to 
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delay a requirement that teachers of the 
hearing impaired demonstrate their 
proficiency in ASL by July 1, 1995. The 
proposal, contained within the omnibus 
education finance bill, would have 
delayed the requirement for a year. 
(HF2121) 

Team names 
A provision preventing the State Board 

of Education from making rules that 
would prevent school teams from using 
American Indian names and symbols was 
deleted by omnibus education finance 
bill conferees. Marsha Gronseth, execu­
tive director of the State Board of 
Education, said the board doesn't have 
any intention of adopting a policy 
prohibiting the use of Indian names. But 
the board does encourage schools to 
eliminate them or develop multi-cultural 
education programs to prevent any racist 
uses. (HF2121) 

Pop tax 
The Senate's so called "pop tax" 

proposal was deleted from the omnibus 
education finance bill during conference 
committee negotiation. Revenues from 
the new tax on soft drinks would have 
been used to fund learning readiness and 
violence prevention programs. (HF2121) 

Super majority for tax bills 
A move to raise the margin by which 

tax bills must be approved was canned by 
the House Rules and Legislative Adminis­
tration Committee. The proposal would 
have called for 60 percent of members, or 
81 House votes, to approve any tax bill. 
That's up 13 votes from the current 
majority rule of 68 needed for passage. 
Proponents said it would guarantee that 
tax bills pass with a greater "consensus." 

Cable fees 
Gone for another year is a proposal to 

limit cable TV companies on the amount 
they can charge customers for late 
payments. It would have held delinquent 
charges to 1.5 percent of the outstanding 
bill per month. The measure cleared the 
House Commerce Committee, but a 
Senate companion never was heard in 
committee. (HF2876) 

Penny wise 
A pair ofresolutions calling on the U.S. 

Congress to adopt a balanced budget in 

the future died this year in the House: 
(HF3003, HF3017) 

Take off, eh 
A bill that would have allowed the 

Department of Natural Resources to sell 
complete sets of past year duck stamps 
and use the proceeds to purchase 
waterfowl habitat in Canada failed to gain 
approval. It flew out of a pair of House 
committees but got lost in the flock of 
other bills also seeking passage in the 
session's final week. (HF2 718) 

No recreation in Cuyuna country 
A plan calling for the establishment of 

the Cuyuna Recreation Area - a site 
toured by lawmakers last fall as part of 
the Brainerd Lakes/Cuyuna Country 
Mini-Session - stalled in both House 
and Senate. 

Aquafarm regulation eased 
A proposal that would have weakened 

the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's 
ability to regulate aquafarms in 
Chisholm's abandoned mining pits 
stalled, and died. (HF2832) 
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re u nn un u 
Since the session adjourned April 16, three more members have announced their retirement from the House. They 
are: Richard Anderson (IR-Waseca), Marcus Marsh (IR-Sauh Rapids), and Ray Weiher (IR-Montevideo). This b1ings 
the total announced retirements to 12 . 

Richard Anderson 
Rep. Richard Anderson (IR-Waseca) is 
leaving the House after just one term. He 
said, "It's a very uncomplicated decision. 
It relates to how Jean and I want to spend 
our time." Anderson thanked the citizens 
of his district for giving him the opportu­
nity to serve in the House. 

Marcus Marsh 
Rep. Marcus Marsh (IR-Sauk Rapids) said 
he is leaving the House after six terms to 
spend more time at home with his family. 
Marsh said his main accomplishments 
include passing the 1991 Wetlands 
Protection Act and toughening criminal 
penalties. Welker will run the First Time 
Homebuyer program for the St. Cloud 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority. 

Election season 
f~PSf s¢eldn~ JofaleasR c.a~cli~at{f?F t~eMinne~. 

sgt::11jousepf ~epres~nts.tives·rnustriqye (been.a 
residem.of11ihneSQta for atlegst ::t yeatprior to the 
general eleCtiori. 

Candidates hlUSt be aresident of the district they 
seettoy~ptesent for a perfod·of six hlontlis prior· to 
tlie gen.er.it election, a11~ inust be21 years·• of age .at 
tb,e.titrw tlle terru.·.to be. served beg~l1S. 

Ray Welker 
Rep. Ray Welker (IR-Montevideo) served 
three terms in the Legislature from 1979-
1984, and then returned to the House in 
1991. Welker said that one of his most 
rewarding experiences was working on 
the House IR Safe Streets Task Force. He 
is leaving to become the campaign 
manager for Cal Ludeman, who is 
running for Congress. 

Jhpse seeking to ••filehl.a ll1Ulti;po-µr1ty !egisl,itive 
district inust file at the Secretary ofState'SQffic:e/aild 
tH9sewithin5:ingle~•cou11tyJegi$l~t~veclistrictslrtay 
file a.rthe.respective. CountyAuclitor's Of(ice. 

Legislature wm convene; 

January 4, 1993 
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MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE 
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1298 

Speaker of the House: Dee Long 
Majority Leader: Alan Welle 

Minority Leader: Terry Dempsey 

inal lssu 

Form 
information . 
For general information, call: 
House Information Office 
(612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

FAX: (612) 296-1563 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 
Chief Clerk's Office 
(612) 296-2314 

II II 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 
House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

24-Hour Recorded Information 

For up-to-date committee meeting 
times and agendas, call: 
House Calls (612) 296-9283 

For Hearing Impaired 
Electronic communication for hearing 
impaired persons. To ask questions or 
leave messages, call: 
TDD Line (612) 296-9896 


