






































































































































ments in their appropriations bills.

A separate provision in the package
also would have blocked the Legislature
from using the state reserve account to
help close budget shortfalls. (HF1987)

The merger moves ahead

The House gave the Senate three
opportunities to repeal the merger of
three of the public higher education
systems. But the Senate didn’t take action
on any of them. On the session’s last day,
the House emphasized its opposition to
the merger of the community college,
technical college, and state university
system by approving a bill to repeal it on
a 123-5 vote. (HF2042)

Tuition doubled?

College students and their families —
provided they weren’t eligible for
financial aid — can breathe a sigh of
relief. A proposal to double public college
tuition didn’t pass. The proposal would
have essentially reversed the way the state
funds higher education, requiring
students to pay two-thirds of education
costs. The money saved by the state
would have been used to increase
financial aid and to improve programs.
The idea was heard in February, op-
posed, and scrapped. (HF1597)

Waseca campus opens — NOT

Last ditch efforts to keep the University
of Minnesota-Waseca campus within the
public higher education system were not
successful. Instead, the campus will close.

The House Education Committee
passed two bills which would have made
Waseca an agricultural center, but both
died in the Appropriations Committee.
(HF2606, HF2785)

EdVest

A proposal to allow parents to invest
their state tax refunds directly into U.S.
savings bonds so they could be used later
for college was dropped from the
omnibus appropriations bill during
conference committee negotiations. The
plan originated with the governor’s office,
which had hoped to create a mechanism
for supplementing the funds saved by the
parents.

American Sign Language
Advocates of American Sign Language
(ASL) successtully quashed a proposal to
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delay a requirement that teachers of the
hearing impaired demonstrate their
proficiency in ASL by July 1, 1995. The
proposal, contained within the omnibus
education finance bill, would have
delayed the requirement for a year.
(HF2121)

Team names

A provision preventing the State Board
of Education from making rules that
would prevent school teams from using
American Indian names and symbols was
deleted by omnibus education finance
bill conferees. Marsha Gronseth, execu-
tive director of the State Board of
Education, said the board doesn’t have
any intention of adopting a policy
prohibiting the use of Indian names. But
the board does encourage schools to
eliminate them or develop multi-cultural
education programs to prevent any racist
uses. (HF2121)

Pop tax
The Senate’s so called “pop tax”

proposal was deleted from the omnibus
education finance bill during conference
committee negotiation. Revenues from
the new tax on soft drinks would have
been used to fund learning readiness and
violence prevention programs. (HF2121)

Super majority for tax bills

A move to raise the margin by which
tax bills must be approved was canned by
the House Rules and Legislative Adminis-
tration Committee. The proposal would
have called for 60 percent of members, or
81 House votes, to approve any tax bill.
That's up 13 votes from the current
majority rule of 68 needed for passage.
Proponents said it would guarantee that
tax bills pass with a greater “consensus.”

Cable fees

Gone for another year is a proposal to
limit cable TV companies on the amount
they can charge customers for late
payments. It would have held delinquent
charges to 1.5 percent of the outstanding
bill per month. The measure cleared the
House Commerce Committee, but a
Senate companion never was heard in
committee. (HF2876)

Penny wise
A pair of resolutions calling on the U.S.
Congress to adopt a balanced budget in

the future died this year in the House.
(HF3003, HF3017)

Take off, eh

A bill that would have allowed the
Department of Natural Resources to sell
complete sets of past year duck stamps
and use the proceeds to purchase
waterfowl] habitat in Canada failed to gain
approval. It flew out of a pair of House
committees but got lost in the flock of
other bills also seeking passage in the
session’s final week. (HF2718)

No recreation in Cuyuna country
A plan calling for the establishment of
the Cuyuna Recreation Area — a site
toured by lawmakers last fall as part of
the Brainerd Lakes/Cuyuna Country
Mini-Session — stalled in both House
and Senate.

Aquafarm regulation eased
A proposal that would have weakened
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s
ability to regulate aquafarms in
Chisholm’s abandoned mining pits
stalled, and died. (HF2832)




More House members announce departures

Since the session adjourned April 16, three more members have announced their retirement from the House. They
are: Richard Anderson (IR-Waseca), Marcus Marsh (IR-Sauk Rapids), and Ray Welker (IR-Montevideo). This brings

the total announced retirements to 12.

Richard Anderson
Rep. Richard Anderson (IR-Waseca) is
leaving the House after just one term. He
said, “It’s a very uncomplicated decision.
It relates to how Jean and I want to spend
our time.” Anderson thanked the citizens
of his district for giving him the opportu-
nity to serve in the House.
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Marcus Marsh
Rep. Marcus Marsh (IR-Sauk Rapids) said
he is leaving the House after six terms to
spend more time at home with his family.
Marsh said his main accomplishments
include passing the 1991 Wetlands
Protection Act and toughening criminal
penalties. Welker will run the First Time
Homebuyer program for the St. Cloud
Housing and Redevelopment Authority.

Ray Welker
Rep. Ray Welker (IR-Montevideo) served
three terms in the Legislature from 1979-
1984, and then returned to the House in
1991. Welker said that one of his most
rewarding experiences was working on
the House IR Safe Streets Task Force. He
is leaving to become the campaign
manager for Cal Ludeman, who is
running for Congress.
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MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1298

Speaker of the House: Dee Long
Majority Leader: Alan Welle
Minority Leader: Terry Dempsey

Final Issue

For more
information ...

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(612) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

FAX: (612) 296-1563

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk's Office
(612) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(612) 296-6646

24-Hour Recorded Information

For up-to-date committee meeting
times and agendas, call:
House Calls (612) 296-9283

For Hearing Impaired

Electronic communication for hearing
impaired persons. To ask questions or
leave messages, call:

TDD Line (612) 296-9896




