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Members of the General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Gaming Committee saw

samples of Minnesota's first lottery tickets March 29.

Scratch those tickets eemmmmmm"

The state’s first lottery game will have
a $5,000 top prize and is scheduled to
begin April 17, says George Andersen,
director of the Minnesota State Lottery.

Andersen gave an overview of the
state’s new lottery March 29 to the
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and
Gaming Committee.

The first “scratch-off” prizes will range
from $2 to $5,000. Andersen says the
odds of winning a prize for the first game
are about one in eight. About 4,000
retailers will be selling tickets for the first
game.

Winning tickets of up to $100 can be
redeemed by any retailer in the state.
Winning tickets over $100 can be
redeemed by mail or at one of the

Highlights

lottery’s regional offices. Tourists can
redeem their winning tickets by mail.

A scratch-off lottery ticket will cost $1
and is played by simply rubbing off the
numbers — similar to the games fast food
restaurants and other businesses distrib-
ute.

The bigger, on-line lotto game is
scheduled to begin this fall. Andersen
says about 2,500 retailers will be selling
tickets for the on-line lottery. He says
final decisions have yet to be made on
how the game will be organized, and that
he’s also looking into joining Lotto
America. ‘

Andersen says 50 percent of the
lottery’s revenue will go to pay prizes; 25
percent will go for paying sales tax,
operating expenses, and fees to retailers.
The remaining 25 percent will be split
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between the Greater Minnesota Corpora-
tion and the Environmental Trust Fund as
the Legislature specified last year.

The lottery, part of the Department of
Gaming, has about 130 employees. Its
headquarters and metro regional office
are in Roseville; other regional offices
are located in Virginia, Marshall,
Brainerd, Owatonna, and Detroit Lakes.

Student work bans e

A measure that would restrict high
school students from working past
11 p.m. on school nights withstood two
moves to relax the work curfew during
floor debate on the omnibus K-12 bill
March 28.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Ken
Nelson (DFL-Mpls), passed the House,
129-2, with the student work provision
unchanged. It was the second year in a
row the House approved the measure.

It would bar 16- and 17-year-olds from
working past 11 p.m. on school nights.
Employers who repeatedly violate this
prohibition would be guilty of a misde-
meanor.

One amendment would have allowed
students to work past 11 p.m. if they had
written permission from their parents or
guardians, The second modification
would have pushed the deadline from 11
p.m. to midnight in addition to requiring
written authorization from the parents or
guardians.

The language was taken from a bill
Rep. Len Price (DFL-Woodbury)
sponsored last session that passed the
House but languished in the Senate,

HF2200 now moves to the Senate for
further consideration.

Tax bill approval ==e——

On a 94-36 vote, the House approved a
measure March 27 that would cut
property taxes for suburban homeowners
and slightly reduce local government aid
to cities, counties, and other local
governments.

The omnibus tax bill would reduce

state spending by $26 million for the
1990-91 spending cycle.

The bulk of that reduction would come
as aresult of a $17 million cut in state aid
to cities, counties, and other local
governments.

But the measure would also raise an
additional $10.5 million in additional
revenues, primarily through an increase
in the corporate alternative minimum tax.

Minority Leader Bill Schreiber (IR-
Brooklyn Park) says he disapproves of
the the way in which additional revenue
is raised under the measure.

“This bill is the most unbalanced
property tax program that I have wit-
nessed before this Legislature,” says
Schreiber. He says even though the
percentages of the property tax increases
are small, they amount to a lot of money
for some property taxpayers.

He says property taxes on agricultural
land are going up an unprecedented
amount, up to 30 percent in some parts of
the state. He says that can mean a $650
increase a year. He says that’s not fair
because some parts of the state will only
see a 10 percent increase in property
taxes. He says property taxpayers
shouldn’t be burdened with $364 million
in property taxes.

Suburban home owners would be the
chief beneficiaries of the bill’s provision
that would reduce the tax rate to 2
percent of that portion of a home valued
between 100,000 and $115,000. The
current tax rate is 3 percent.

Rep. Paul Ogren (DFL-Aitkin), author
of the bill, says property taxes will rise
less than under either the Senate’s or
governor’s budget proposals. He says he
also supports using some of the state’s
budget reserve to help lessen the budget
shortfall the state is facing.

“We recognize in this body that a
budget reserve made up of old taxes long
since collected is better spent than
egregious cuts in local government aid
that result in new taxes being applied on
the property tax base,” he says.

He says the cuts in local government
aid are neither serious nor inappropriate,
and mostly amount to reductions in the
growth of future aid payments.

The Senate will consider the bill next.




Sex education e em—

A proposal that would set up limited
guidelines for teaching sex education
classes in K-12 schools was given final
approval by the House March 28 on a
130-1 vote.

Rep. Kathleen Vellenga (DFL-St. Paul)
offered the amendment that would
provide schools with teaching guidelines
for “age appropriate” students on
contraception, sexually transmitted
diseases, and abstinence, and would
encourage students to make responsible
and ethical decisions about their sexual
behavior.

The proposal, however, wouldn’t
require schools to teach sex education.

Vellenga’s measure significantly toned
down a more strict set of guidelines that
Rep. Eileen Tompkins (IR-Apple Valley)
offered. Those guidelines would have,
among other things, emphasized the
teaching of abstinence as the only
guarantee to prevent teenage pregnancies
and sexually transmitted diseases. They
also would have required school person-
nel to notify students that pre-marital sex
is against the law, and would have
banned the use of sexually explicit
materials for Kindergarten through fourth
grade pupils.

Tompkins her plan would attempt “to
counteract societies’ portrayal of casual
sex and free love as the norm.”

Vellenga voiced concern over the
sexually explicit materials ban in
Tompkins’ amendment.

“I don’t think we want to start asking
teachers, school nurses, and counselors to
use funny, children’s words for things,”
said Vellenga, adding that if children
only know “baby words” or the words
they learn off the street, “they don’t ask
the questions, and if you don’t ask the
questions, you never get the right
answers.”

The sex education amendment was
tacked on to the omnibus K-12 education
bill, which the House also approved
March 28.

Budget cuts EeeeeE—

The Greater Minnesota Corporation
(GMC) and other agencies would receive
a cut in state funding under an Agricul-
ture, Transportation and Semi-State
Division proposal approved by the
Appropriations Committee March 28.

The GMC would take a $10 million cut
in funds if the bill is signed into law, and
$421,000 would be carved from the
Department of Agriculture’s budget.

The budgets for the Department of
Commerce and the Board of Animal
Health would also be cut by more than
$100,000, and $527,000 would be
stripped from Department of Public
Safety, with the bulk of that amount from
the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
(BCA).

However, under the proposal, the
BCA would receive $326,000 to fund
six additional positions to enhance
narcotic investigation activities in greater
Minnesota.

Echoing the drug concern, the commit-

The House session on March 22 apparently
wasn't exciting enough to keep this gallery
visitor awake.

tee approved a $50,000 appropriation to
the Office of Drug Policy to match a
federal grant to evaluate drug control
programs.

But the division did substantially
increase funding to the Department of
Gaming. A total of $1.6 million was
allocated to the department to fund 30
positions to regulate lawful gambling.

The division also allocated $1.1 million
to the Department of Public Safety for the
enforcement of lawful gambling laws,
provided a separate bill on lawful
gambling is approved.

The division also allocated $25,000 to
the Department of Agriculture for
research on the use of bovine growth
hormone in dairy cows, $140,000 to
the Indian Affairs Council for the Indian
Business Loan Program, and so that
Indian remains in several Minnesota
museums and universities can be properly
laid to rest in accordance with Indian
tradition.

A $35,000 appropriation to the World
Trade Center would be used to conduct
the World Export Processing Zone
Association International Convention in
Minnesota in May 1991. This allocation
would be matched with $25,000 from
other sources.

The committee also approved an
allocation of $116,000 to the Board of the
Arts to match a grant from the National
Endowment for the Arts.

The measure now goes to the House
Floor for further review.

Alternative licensure grants s

In effort to draw more minorities into
teaching, the omnibus K-12 education
bill includes a program that would award
grants to people interested in alternative
preparation for teaching licensure.

A measure sponsored by Rep. Ken
Nelson (DFL-Mpls) that was approved by
the House March 28 on a 129-2 vote
would appropriate $50,000 to the Board
of Teaching for 10 grants of $5,000 each
to qualified minority applicants.

As part of the fellowship agreement,
recipients would have to agree to work as
teachers in the district for two years upon
completing the program,

Besides meeting qualification stan-
dards that include having a bachelor’s
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degree, the applicants also must have an
offer to teach. Qualified prospective
teachers would receive provisional
licensure and would be supervised by a
team of mentors once in the classroom.
The provision also outlines how the
Board of Teaching would grant licenses
to participants once they’ve completed
the alternative licensure program.

“These [grants] would provide mentor-
ship. There are people who are well
educated but not in the field of educa-
tion,” Nelson told the Appropriations
Committee March 27. “With these grants,
they can be pulled into the classroom
through an expedited process.”

The bill also appropriates $100,000 to
assess the qualifications of all licensure
candidates, and $75,000 for evaluation of
the baccalaureate, post-baccalaureate, and
alternative preparation programs.

No grandmas mm——

A plan that would have brought senior
citizens back to school to work with kids
was defeated by the House on a 50-78
vote.

The amendment, sponsored by Rep.
Dick Pellow (IR-New Brighton), would
have set up 20 pilot programs around the
state for the senior/student volunteer
programs. The plan was tacked on to the
omnibus K-12 education bill.

“I know everybody here loves a
grandmother and everybody here loves a
grandfather,” Pellow told lawmakers.

Rep. Ken Nelson (DFL-Mpls),
however, pointed out that Minnesota
school districts already have similar
volunteer programs such as “Reading
Rockers” where seniors come to school
and read to kindergartners.

Pellow’s measure would have called
for a $300,000 appropriation to help
transport volunteer seniors to the schools.
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Tobacco vending machines s

Restrictions on where tobacco vending
machines can be placed wouldn’t stop
cities from imposing even tougher
tobacco vending machine laws under a
bill the House approved March 22,

The bill would require owners to place
tobacco vending machines in areas
inaccessible to minors under age 18 or
within view of an employee. In busi-
nesses open to the general public, an
employee would have to monitor vending
machine sales via an electronic switch.

Rep. Sally Olsen’s (IR-St. Louis Park)
amendment, approved on the floor by a
119-6 vote, would allow local govern-
ments to impose more strict regulations,
including an outright ban on tobacco
vending machines.

“We’re asking you not to take away the
authority of the local community,” says
Jerry Briggs, mayor of White Bear Lake.
Nine Minnesota communities, including
‘White Bear Lake, have enacted bans on
tobacco vending machines; 14 other cities
have adopted some form of restriction.

Grave robbers emar——

A bill that would require cemetery
owners to report any grave robberies was
unanimously passed on a 132-0 vote by
the House March 27.

Bill sponsor Rep. Kathleen Blatz (IR-
Bloomington) says the measure is a
response to a recent incident in which a
family was not immediately notified that
their son’s body was stolen from a
Minneapolis gravesite. Under the
measure, failure to report a body theft
would be a misdemeanor.

The bill awaits the governor’s
signature.

Human Sel'ViceS e

A $115.1 million human services bill
was approved by the Appropriations
Committee March 29,

The measure would appropriate funds
to the departments of Human services,
Health, Jobs and Training, Corrections,
the Sentencing Guidelines Commission,
and several health-related boards.

Major spending items in the bill
include $12 million in funding for drug
abuse prevention programs. This appro-
priation is part of the governor’s drug
plan.

A $10 million allocation was approved
for the expansion of the Children’s
Health Plan for 1991. The plan would
expand eligibility to all pregnant women
and children from birth to age 18 —
regardless of income.

A $4.8 million allocation was author-
ized to ensure child care for STRIDE
participants. STRIDE is an employment
and training program for AFDC recipi-
ents and for the eligible working poor.

The division also allocated another $7
million for alternative care grants that
would allow 1,000 new elderly clients to
remain at home instead of going to
nursing homes.

Under the measure, the Department of
Human Services would be required
establish a program to pay private health
plan premiums for those who have the
AIDS virus. The proposal would require
payment of group plan continuation
coverage for 18 months after termination
of employment, and payment of individ-
ual plan premiums for two years after
initial application. Applicants would have
to meet certain eligibility requirements.

A $1.7 million appropriation to the
Department of Corrections would be used
to pay for staff and support costs to open
a 60-bed women’s prison at the Moose
Lake Regional Center.

Lawmakers sent the measure to the
House Floor.

Garage door regulations s

Automatic garage door openers would
have to meet minimum safety standards
by Jan. 1, 1991, if a bill the House passed
March 22 becomes law.

The bill, which passed unanimously,
would prohibit the selling, purchasing,
repairing, or installing of an automatic
garage door opener that doesn’t comply
with the minimum standard. Garage door
openers could be repaired to bring them
into compliance with the minimum
standard.

An automatic garage door would meet
the minimum safety standard if it
reversed itself within two seconds of




being prevented from completely closing,
says Rep. Milbert (DFL-South St. Paul).
The standard was developed by Under-
writers Laboratories.

Also, by Jan. 1, 1993, all garage door
openers would have to have a fail-safe
system that would prevent the door from
closing if the reverse mechanism didn’t
work.

The measure was prompted by the
recent deaths of young children who were
crushed by garage doors with faulty
openers.

HF2393 will go to the Senate floor for
further consideration.

Environmental trust fund ssessss

A proposed constitutional amendment
that would have dedicated one-half of the
lottery revenues to the Environmental
Trust Fund was defeated by the State
Departments Division of Appropriations
Committee March 27.

Rep.Willard Munger (DFL-Duluth)
says he was disappointed by the defeat,
and added that members on the commit-
tee betrayed 88 percent of Minnesota
voters who approved the establishment of
the trust fund in 1988.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) says
she opposes any constitutional dedication
of money because it restricts the ability of
legislators to manage fiscal affairs of the
state.

She says half of the lottery money is
already dedicated to the Environmental
Trust Fund and added that she sees no
reason why the funds should be constitu-
tionally dedicated.

Kahn says she has faith in environ-
mental groups and in the public to make
strong arguments to future lawmakers for
good environmental legislation.

But Munger says legislators are already
making plans to use the lottery money for
different programs than were originally
intended.

Maximum effort loans e

Legislators should stand up for
education and fund all maximum effort
school loan requests, Rep. Dennis
Ozment (IR-Rosemount) told members of
the House March 26.

Five of 10 requests were approved by
the House as part of its omnibus bonding
bill (HF2651).

Maximum effort school loans are given
to districts that need to rebuild or
renovate facilities because of student
growth and/or health and safety prob-
lems, but lack the property tax-base to
levy for the money. Just over $36.5
million between the five schools was
approved. Over $86 million had been
requested.

“The bottom line, folks, is that there’s
a big need out there, and they’re going to
keep coming back and coming back until
we come up with a comprehensive plan
to deal with this problem,” Ozment says.

Rep. Wayne Simoneau (DFL-Fridley),
chief author of the bonding bill, says that
the state, like the districts applying for
the loan, can’t afford to fund all the loan
requests.

“If I had an extra $50 million, I’d give
you a piece of it. But the money just isn’t
there,” says Simoneau.

School districts approved for loans
were Osakis, New London-Spicer,
Roseau, Sartell, and St. Michael-Al-
bertville. The other five districts were
Cass Lake, Farmington, Lake of the
Woods, Pierz, and Dover-Eyota.

HF2651 was sent to the Senate for
consideration.

MVET transfer s

Members of an Appropriations
Committee panel want to transfer slightly
more of the motor vehicle excise tax
(MVET) to the state’s general fund, but
they say they don’t want funding for light
rail transit or bridge repairs to be over-
looked in the process.

Members of the Agriculture, Transpor-
tation, and Semi-State Division imposed
a cap of $175.5 million March 27 on
MVET funds that can used for transporta-
tion purposes. :

That’s roughly 34 percent of the funds
generated through the sales tax — or
about a 1 percent reduction from the
current level.

Lake Superior Center e

Creation of a Lake Superior Authority,
approved March 27 by the Agriculture,
Transportation and Semi-State Division
of the Appropriations Committee, would
get the state more involved in informing
people of the role freshwater lakes play in
the environment.

The authority would work with the
Lake Superior Center, a non-profit
corporation near Lake Superior in
Duluth, to develop educational material
and research projects on the significance
of large freshwater lakes.

It’s important that people realize the
importance of preserving and restoring
large freshwater lakes, says Rep. Mike
Jaros (DFL-Duluth), author of the
measure.

He adds that the center would not only
make freshwater educational information
available to the public, but would provide
scientific findings on large freshwater
lakes to state, national, and international
policymakers.,

No money was appropriated for the
authority; Jaros says backers of the
proposal hope to combine public and
private financing for the project. But his
measure would make the authority a state
agency and would establish a five-person
board.

HF2459 goes now to the Appropria-
tions Committee for further considera-
tion.

Campaign tax credits eommme

Fund-raisers during legislative sessions
would be outlawed as part of a sweeping
elections and campaign initiative that the
Appropriations Committee approved
March 27.

The measure, sponsored by Rep. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Center), would
bar incumbents and challengers from
fund-raising activities during legislative
sessions. Earlier this session, the House
adopted a similar position as part of its
permanent rules,

The election reforms bill also includes
a tax credit for taxpayers contributing to
political campaigns. For people filing
individual returns, the credit is $50; for
couples filing joint returns, the credit is
$100.

“We want to encourage individuals to
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contribute to political campaigns,” Scheid
says. “We're talking about small dollars
here.”

The measure would reinstate a similar
tax credit that was in place prior to 1987.
The committee sent HF2666 to the House
floor for further review

School building inspections ===

The state fire marshal would inspect
school buildings at least once every three
years under an omnibus education
finance bill the House approved March
26.

The measure, authored by Rep. Ken
Nelson (DFL-Mpls), follows school
districts’ requests of the Department of
Education for building loans.

Nelson says estimates indicate that
there are at least 600 school buildings
over 50 years old, and that many of these
haven’t been maintained properly.

These buildings present fire hazards to
the students using them, he says. The bill
requires the state fire marshal to inspect
school buildings at least once every three
years, and for the commissioner of
education to have final say over building
condemnations and proposed new
building construction.

Nelson says building loans would go to
communities that don’t have the money
to build new facilities. They would also
have to have 80 pupils in each grade with
a projected enrollment growth over the
next 10 years.

The program isn’t expected to cost
additional money because school districts
will be allowed to use money from their
health and safety levies. School districts
would also be allowed to receive building
loans from the state.

Loans couldn’t be used for swimming
pools, ice arenas, and other facilities the
Department of Education deems unre-
lated to classroom education.

The committee sent HF2200 to the
Senate for further action.
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Membership travel contracts ==

People who sign up to join a travel
group that offers discounts on hotel or
travel rates could have up to 10 days to
change their minds under a bill the House
approved on a vote of 131-0 March 28.

The bill calls for a 10-day cooling-off
period to allow people to cancel their so-
called “membership travel contracts.” A
bill sponsored by Rep. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul) originally called for a
three-day cooling-off period, but the
Senate version of the bill increased that
time to 10 days. The House went along
with the changes.

Kelly has said contract sales personnel
typically employ high-pressure sales
tactics to get people to sign up for long-
term agreements. But the buyers of these
contracts often later discovered that they
could not easily cancel the contracts if
they changed their minds.

“This a good strong consumer protec-
tion bill,” Kelly told colleagues on the
House floor.

HF1841 now goes to the governor for
his signature.

Bonding bill =——————————

A $330.4 million bonding bill cleared
its final hurdle in the House March 26. It
was approved on a 112-29 vote.

More than one-third of the funds would
be used to finance higher education
projects. The University of Minnesota
would receive $44.1 million; State
University System, $27.3 million;
technical college system, $25.5 million;
and community colleges, $23.4 million.

Some of the University of Minnesota’s
big ticket items include a $17.4 million
addition to the biological sciences
building, renovations, and an addition to
the veterinary diagnostic lab ($8.5
million).

In the human services area, $7.3
million was allotted for detailed drawings
and plans for three regional treatment
centers at Anoka, Fergus Falls, and
Moose Lake. An additional $4.1 million
was allotted for the construction of 16
additional state-operated community
services homes for people with develop-
mental disabilities.

The Department of Corrections would
receive $15.1 million in bonding money,

with the bulk of those funds going for the
conversion of an auditorium at the
Stillwater prison and the continued
conversion of a section of the Faribault
Regional Center into a medium-security
prison. Two additional medium-security
cottages are proposed for the prison at
Lino-Lakes.

A $14.6 million allocation to the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) was approved to pay for
improvements to St. Paul’s sewer
systems, which are designed to separate
storm and waste sewers. The appropria-
tion was part of a $43.9 million allocation
to the MPCA.

In the State Departments area, a $2.5
million allotment was made to the
Department of Administration for
completion of the first phase of the
judicial building, and an additional $5
million was authorized to renovate the
first and second floors of the Centennial
Building.

Other allocations included a $23.2
million appropriation to the Department
of Natural Resources for a variety of
projects, including $4.6 million to acquire
and improve public water access sites,
and $1.7 million for the first phase of an
International Wolf Center in Ely.

State departments ems———

State agency appropriations would be
slashed $21.8 million to meet the
anticipated $145 million budget shortfall
under a bill approved March 28 by the
Appropriations Committee.

Virtually all state agencies faced
budget cuts. The $7.5 million cut to the
State Planning Agency would effectively
eliminate the department. Other agencies
would absorb the agency’s duties.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls), chair
of the committee’s State Departments
Division, says government needs to
streamline its operations.

Other agencies and their proposed
reductions in funds and personnel
include:

» Office of Waste Management, $2.9
million, 16 positions;

e Minnesota Pollution Control Agency,
$2.5 million, 26 positions;

 Department of Natural Resources,
$2.1 million, 42 positions.




The Department of Finance would be
trimmed by $2.2 million, primarily
through reductions in employee retire-
ment plans.

The division cut the Department of
Trade and Economic Development
(DTED) budget by $4.1 million by
lowering various economic enhancement
programs.

The division also eliminated deputy
commissioner positions in the depart-
ments of Human Rights and Finance, and
in the state Treasurer’s Office.

Although DTED faced a hefty reduc-
tion, it did get some increased appropria-
tions. The DTED received $865,000 for
the Job Skills Partnership Program, the
Office of Tourism, and the Minnesota
Trade Office.

The Attorney General’s Office would
receive $120,000 to prosecute drug-
related, lawful gambling, and criminal tax
cases. And the Department of Revenue
would get $400,000 to add five investiga-
tors to investigate lawful gambling
violations.

A provision in the bill that would have
reduced the Greater Minnesota
Corporation’s share of state lottery
revenues from 50 percent to 20 percent
was defeated. This change would have
channeled 30 percent of the funds to the
Reinvest in Minnesota program. The
committee, however, deleted this
provision.

The Appropriations Committee sent the
bill to the House floor for further
discussion,

Long-term care e

Insurance companies would be
required to mail cancellation notices of
long-term care policies to more than just
the policyholders if a bill the House
approved March 22 becomes law.

Bill sponsor Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-
Mpls) says policyholders with
Alzheimer’s disease, for example,
sometimes forget to pay their premiums
and have their policies canceled at a time
when they need the benefits the most.
Mailing cancellation notices to a relative
or a friend would help prevent that
situation.

Another provision in the bill would

allow social workers as well as physi-
cians and registered nurses to make
decisions about the kinds of services
elderly people need in their daily lives.
Supporters of the bill say that allowing
social workers to make such decisions
would give insurance companies the
incentive to write policies that cover
home care services.

Senior citizens could choose to live in
their own homes instead of nursing
homes. They could benefit from services
such as housekeeping, adult day care, and
meals on wheels that are sometimes
overlooked by physicians or nurses who
may be unaware of these opportunities.

The House unanimously passed
HF2474. The Senate will consider the bill
next,

Child care report E————

Improving ways to help students get
child care funding beyond four years and
finding a simpler method for calculating
child care credit were two recommenda-
tions offered in a recent House
subcommittee’s report on child care at
Minnesota colleges and universities.

The Appropriation Committee’s child
care subcommittee met several times
during the session to collect information
about child care and the state’s child care
grant program. The Legislature in 1987
created the child care funding program to
provide money for students who don’t
qualify for help through the Aid to
Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC) program.

The subcommittee said the current
four-year ceiling forces students who
otherwise qualify for aid to drop the
program when they finish four years,
regardless of whether they complete their
degree.

The report notes that non-traditional
students in need of child care may take
longer to complete their degrees, and that
some programs such as architecture,
require more than four years to complete.
Because of the tight budget, the panel
suggested that a loan program could help
students who still need child care after
their eligibility ends.
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State taxpayers would be able to
make contributions to food shelf pro-
grams from their state tax returns under
an amendment to the omnibus tax bill the
House adopted March 28. The proposal
was offered by Rep. Peter McLaughlin
(DFL-Mpls). The new checkoff will join
the current non-game wildlife fund
checkoff on both the short and long
forms. The tax bill, HF2478 (Ogren,
DFL-Aitkin), will be considered further
by the Senate. '

Tickets for the 1992 Super Bowl at
the Metrodome in Minneapolis won’t
include the state’s sales tax under a
measure in the omnibus tax bill approved
March 27 by the House. The measure
also includes a $750,000 payment from
the Metropolitan Sports Facilities
Commission to the National Football
League (NFL) for costs associated with
getting the game to Minnesota. The NFL
requires the sales tax exemption on
tickets. The Senate will consider HF2478
(Ogren, DFL-Aitkin) next.

The Minnesota Ethical Practices
Board would have a new name if an
elections reform bill becomes law. A bill
approved March 27 by the Appropria-
tions Committee would change the name
to the Minnesota Campaign Reporting
Board. Lawmakers sent HF2666 (Scheid,
DFL-Brooklyn Park) to the House floor.
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Retail stores could sell state park
permits if a bill approved by the House
March 22 becomes law. Bill sponsor Rep.
Mary Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon Heights)
says she hopes making park permits more
accessible will increase revenue for the
state’s parks. Store owners can add up to
a 4 percent charge to the permit’s price
for handling and selling. The bill was
sent to the Senate floor.

The Minnesota Zoological Garden in
Apple Valley may have a new addition:
the Spheniscus demersus, or Jackass
Penguin. The House bonding bill,
approved on a 112-21 vote March 26,
requires that the penguin be included in a
700 exhibit, HF2651 will go to the Senate
for further consideration.

Paul Hansen, director of the Isaac
Walton League, showed members of the
Regulated Industries Committee a 75-
watt light bulb March 26 that he says
would help lower consumers’ demand for
electricity and conserve energy in the
futare. Hansen testified in support of a
bill sponsored by Rep. Joe Quinn (DFL-
Coon Rapids) that would require utility
companies to develop methods that
would conserve energy. No action was
taken on the bill.

Counties and townships in desig-
nated grasshopper control zones would
be reimbursed for up to 50 percent of the
costs incurred for grasshopper control
activities during 1989 under a bill
approved March 28 by the Appropria-
tions Committee. The measure, included
in the omnibus appropriations bill, goes
to the House floor for further review.
Appropriations total $597,000 for the
reimbursements.

The Minnesota Supreme Court was
appropriated $25,000 to establish a task
force to study racial bias and discrimina-
tion within the judicial system. The
Appropriations Committee’s State
Departments Division directed the
Supreme Court March 27 to study
sentencing patterns, jury selection, and to
identify any other areas within the
judicial system where minority groups
may be treated unequally. HF1158
(Dawkins, DFL-St. Paul) was sent to the
full Appropriations Committee for further
review.

A $90,000 appropriation for the

| | reburial of American Indian remains was

approved March 27 by the Appropria-
tions Committee. The money, the first of
an expected $360,000 over the next four
years, will be used to rebury Indian
remains currently held at the University
of Minnesota, Hamline University, and
the Minnesota Science Museum. The
remains will be buried in accordance with
traditional Indian practices.
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Trying to understand what the Legisla-
ture does during session, and why they do
it can be a monumental task when you
consider
more than
2,000 bills
are intro-
duced each
year.

But that’s the task of 25 reporters who
are hunkered down in the Capitol press
bunker every day in the basement.

“We try to find stories that both
interest our readers and are important to
them,” says Bill Salisbury, a reporter for
the St. Paul Pioneer Press.

Adds 8t. Cloud Times reporter Bill
McAllister, “I’'m trying to make the
Byzantine ways at the Capitol under-
standable to folks out there; it’s hard
enough to understand when you’re here.”

In addition to the pressure of sorting
out the complicated tax and spending
bills under deadline, some of the report-
ers also have to keep a close eye on the
competition.

Salisbury says his paper and the Star
Tribune engage in “friendly and fierce
competition.”

“We try to scoop them everyday and
they try to scoop us. When they beat us,
we congratulate them” and vice versa, he
says.

“I don’t want to wake up in the
morning and see a terrific story in the
newspaper I didn’t even know existed
and have to explain it to my boss,” adds
Karen Boros, a reporter for Minnesota
Public Radio (MPR).

McAllister says there is another kind of
competition that exists within the Capitol
which has cansed some tension.

“The biggest problem for outstate
reporters is being treated equal,” says
McAllister. He says that at the governor’s
press conferences there are three or four
times as many metro reporters as outstate
ones, so they often find it difficult to get
a question answered that is not of interest
to the Twin Cities papers.

“Our 31,000 subscribers are just as
important as any given 31,000 subscrib-
ers or viewers in the metro area, I think
they deserve the same response from

CAPITOL

public officials,” says McAllister.

Boros, who once worked as a network
correspondent for CBS News and
covered the Capitol for WCCO-TV for
several years before joining MPR, says
radio can be more flexible than televi-
sion.

“With television you have a picture to
tell a story . . . and when you’ve got a
place like this with a room full of people
sitting around a table, it’s not a very
compelling picture,” she says. But, Boros
adds, with the use of graphics and
pictures, television can be just as effec-
tive in telling a state government story.

Salisbury points out that while newspa-
pers may not have as much of a dramatic
effect or impact that electronic media
does, they can do things that television
and radio cannot — like analyze budgets
and tax policy.

Members of the press corp won’t say
there is never a dull moment, but they do
agree that the variety of issues and people
keeps things interesting.

“This is not a dull group of people,”
says Boros. “They can bore you senseless
in committee meetings, but it’s fun trying
to figure out the politics of what they do
as well as the policy.”

McAllister appreciates the “odd little
moments of theater that occur spontane-
ously throughout session.” Salisbury, in

this session.

Reporters corner Rep. Steve Wenzel following the controversial abortion hearings earlier

his 15th year as a Capitol reporter, says
“there’s enough change to keep me
interested.”

On the negative side, McAllister finds
it hard to move to St. Paul every session
and tires of the legislative “jargon, and
the way some legislators mangle the
English language.”

Boros says she “will never get skin
cancer from sunshine” because she tends
to work in the basement of the Capitol
and “run around in tunnels all day.”

Also on the down side for reporters are
the 24-hour or more stretches at the
Capitol during the last week of session.
Salisbury says that while the hours
parallel those of legislators and lobbyists,
reporters have to stay after lawmakers
leave to sort out what the Legislature did
and didn’t do.

During the interim the full-time press
corps will, among other things, cover
elections, study reports, and cover interim
committee meetings.

Salisbury says the Capitol reporters
keep an “arm’s length” from legislators,
but still remain friendly with them,
Trying to manipulate media coverage is
part of politics and they’re aware of that
fact, he points out.

“Most realize that we’re watchdogs
and if they ever do anything out of line,
we’re going to bite them,” says Salisbury.
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- Welcome home,
Will!

. . 6 1Q 1 s 3
Ome ot the dogs that pulled team This is the greatest day of my life.
members across Antarctica. _Will Steger

e

Expedition team members were greeted by a crowd of about 3,000 people who
turned out on a cool but sunny day.

You couldn’t have been more ‘down under’ than Will Steger and the five
other members of the International Trans-Antarctica Expedition.

But as Steger and team members glanced out at the crowd of about 3,000
who had turned out on a cool Saturday afternoon to greet them home, they
couldn’t have been more upbeat.

“This is the greatest day of my life,” said Steger.

School children from across the state waved banners and cheered as the
five team members were introduced. And they also got a glimpse of some of
the equipment that was used on the 3,741-mile trek.

But what seemed to attract the most attention were the Husky sled dogs,
most of whom seemed content to snooze away while gawkers moved in for
close-ups.

In his brief remarks to the crowd Saturday, Steger heaped lavish praise on
the dogs. Without them, he said, the trip wouldn’t have been possible.

One of the sleds that carried the team 3,741 miles
across Antarctica was on display.



Members of Will Steger’s International Trans-Antarctica Expedition were
introduced on the Capitol Mall March 24.

Many who came to the Capitol Mall were children who waved flags of welcome Grover Washington Jr. played

to the team members.

Will Steger

Team members Will Steger (left), Jean-Louis Etienne
of France and Victor Boyarsky of the Soviet Union.

a song he composed to com-
memorate team members and
the historic trip.




As It Happens . . .

March 22 - 29, 1990

APPROPRIATIONS
Tuesday, March 27

Education Finance—ommnibus bill
HF2200/SF1898 (K. Nelson, DFL-
Mpls)—recommended to pass as
amended.

(SF on Senate Floor)

Permanent University Fund—
investments

HF2269/SF2308 (L. Carlson, DFL-
Crystal)}—recommended to pass as
amended. .
(SF in Senate Finance Committee)

Elections, ethics—changes
HF2666/SF2334 (Scheid, DFL-
Brooklyn Park)—recommended to pass
as amended.

(SF in Senate Finance Committee)

Wednesday, March 28 eessemeemmmmmmmn

State Departments—omnibus bill
HF2419/SF2306 (Solberg, DFL-
Bovey)—recommended to pass as
amended.

(SF in Senate Finance Committee)

Agriculture, Transportat