




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































"Government is instituted for the security, 
benefit, and protection of the people" 

may provide for the number of jurors, 
provided that a jury have at least six 
members. The accused shall enjoy the 
right to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation, to be confronted 
with the witnesses against him, to have 
compulsory process for obtaining wit­
nesses in his favor and to have the assis­
tance of counsel in his defense. 

Sec. 7. No person shall be held to 
answer for a criminal offense without 
due process of law, and no person shall 
be put twice in jeopardy of punishment 
for the same offense, nor be compelled 
in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, 
liberty or property without due process 
of law. All persons before conviction 
shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, 
except for capital offenses when the 
proof is evident or the presumption 
great. The privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus shall not be suspended 
unless the public safety requires it in 
case of rebellion or invasion. 

Sec. 8. Every person is entitled to a 
certain remedy in the laws for all 
injuries or wrongs which he may 
receive to his person, property or 
character, and to obtain justice freely 
and without purchase, completely and 
without denial, promptly and without 
delay, conformable to the laws. 

Sec. 9. Treason against the state 
consists only in levying war against the 
state, or in adhering to its enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort. No 
person shall be convicted of treason 
unless on the t.estimony of two witnesses 
to the same overt act or on confession in 
open court. 

Sec. 10. The right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects against unreasonable 
searches and seizures shall not be 
violated; and no warrant shall issue but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath 

or affirmation, and particularly describ­
ing the place to be searched and the 
person or things to be seized. 

Sec. 11. No bill of attainder, ex post 
facto law, or any law impairing the 
obligation of contracts shall be passed, 
and no conviction shall work corruption 
of blood or forfeiture of estate. 

Sec. 12. No person shall be imprisoned 
for debt in this state, but this shall not 
prevent the legislature from providing 
for imprisonment, or holding to bail, 
persons charged with fraud in contract­
ing said debt. A reasonable amount of 
property shall be exempt from seizure 
or sale for the payment of any debt or 
liability. The amount of such exemp­
tion shall be determined by law. 
Provided, however, that all property so 
exempted shall be liable to seizure and 
sale for any debts incurred to any 
person for work done or materials 
furnished in the constuction, repair or 
improvement of the same, and provided 
further, that such liability to seizure and 
sale shall also extend to all real property 
for any debt to any laborer or servant 
for labor or service performed. 

Sec. 13. Private property shall not be 
taken, destroyed or damaged for public 
use without just compensation there­
for, first paid or secured. 

Sec. 14. The military shall be subordi­
nate to the civil power and no standing 
army shall be maintained in this state 
in times of peace. 

Sec. 15. All lands within the state are 
allodial and feudal tenures of every 
description with all their incidents are 
prohibited. Leases and grants of agri­
cultural lands for a longer period than 
21 years reserving rent or service of any 
kind shall be void. 

Sec. 16. The enumeration of rights in 
this constitution shall not deny or 
impair others retained by and inherent 
in the people. The right of every man to 
worship God according to the dictates of 
his own conscience shall never be in­
fringed; nor shall any man be compelled 
to att.end, erect or support any placeof 
worship, or to maintain any religious or 
ecclesiastical ministry, against his con­
sent; nor shall any control of or interfer­
ence with the rights of conscience be 
permitted, or any preference be given by 
law to any religious establishment or 
mode of worship; but the liberty of con­
science hereby secured shall not be so 
construed as to excuse acts of licentious­
ness or justify practices inconsistent with 
the peace or safety of the state, nor shall 
any money be drawn from the treasury 
for the benefit of any religious societies 
or religious or theological seminaries. 

Sec. 17. No religious test or amount of 
property shall be required as a qualifi­
cation for any office of public trust in 
the state. No religious test or amount of 
property shall be required as a qualifica­
tion of any voter at any election in this 
state; nor shall any person be rendered 
incompetent to give evidence in any 
court of law or equity in consequence of 
his opinion upon the subject of religion. 

Section 18 was moved from the 
Bill of Rights during the 1974 con­
stitutional restructuring into Artical 
13, Miscellaneous Subjects as 
Section 7: 

"Any person may sell or peddle the 
products of the farm or garden oc­
cupied and cultivated by him 
without obtaining a license there­
for." 

April 20, 1990/SESSION WEEKLY 19 



State Rep. Sally Olsen says she is 
responsive to her 30,000 or so constitu­
ents in the St. Louis Park area. So 
responsive, in fact, that she believes she 
can add about about 520,000 names to 
the list. 

That's why she says she's running for 
the Third U.S. Congressional District seat 
now held by Republican Bill Frenzel, 
who is retiring. 

"I've never sought election until after 
people have come and asked me to 
consider running," says Olsen, an 
Independent-Republican from St. Louis 
Park. 

She was the first to announce her 
candidacy for the congressional seat. But 
since then, many others, including state 
Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-Minnetonka) have 
expressed an interest in the job. 

Olsen says she was ready to jump in 
early because she had been thinking 
about it two years earlier when it was 
thought Frenzel would be given a new 
job in President George Bush's new 
administration. 

Frenzel kept his seat at that time, but 
the seed to go to Washington, D.C., had 
been planted and nurtured by family and 
friends, Olsen says. 

"I can make a significant contribution 
to the state and to the country," Olsen 
says, citing her 12 years of service in the 
state House, and her concern for educa­
tion and financial issues. 

If Olsen doesn't receive the IR 

i II 
Walt Whitman or Emily Dickinson 

wouldn't have written it, but the process 
of writing the Minnesota Statutes is a 
little the same. 

"It's like a poem -you're never done 
with it," says Harry Walsh, an attorney in 
the Office of the Revisor of Statutes. 

And just as Whitman'sLeaves of Grass 
went through many revisions, so, too, 
does Minnesota Statutes - all 645 
chapters. 

This year there are three separate 
"revisor's bills" - two of which have 
been signed into law - that make 
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Rep. Sally Olsen 

endorsement for the U.S. House seat, she 
says she will run again for the state 
House. Earlier, Olsen received the IR 
endorsement for her District 44A seat. 

Ill 

The endorsing convention for the Third 
U.S. Congressional District seat won't be 
until May 5. 

Olsen, former chair of the Education 
Finance Division, is currently on the 
Financial Institutions and Housing, Local 
Government and Metropolitan Affairs, 
and Taxes committees. 

corrections and clean up the language in 
the Minnesota statute books. 

Chapter 367.01 dealing with the 
resignation of town officers is no poetic 
work. 

But take a closer look and you'll see 
that this year's version is written in a 
language that's easier to understand than 
the one many lawyers and bureaucrats 
speak. 

"It shall be the duty of the town 
treasurer" has been changed to, "It is the 
duty of the town treasurer." 

And the section that states "Any town 

t 
She has traveled in the United States as 

well as in the Soviet Union, China, Israel, 
and Europe. 

"My work and traveling have given me 
an appreciation for the diversity of the 
concerns of people out there," Olsen 
says. 

She was instrumental in passing 
legislation that strengthened child abuse 
reporting laws, initiated art program 
funding for public schools, and reduced 
car insurance premiums for senior 
citizens who completed defensive driving 
courses, she says. 

One of the pitfalls of her tenure at the 
House has been the amount of time it was 
spent being part of the minority party. 

"As a minority member, you can't 
really sponsor any major legislation," 
Olsen says. "It becomes more of a game 
of inches; I work to get amendments 
passed that make the bills better." 

If Olsen doesn't return to the House 
next session, she says she hopes people 
remember her as someone who worked 
hard for her constituents, and was 
conscientious and loyal. 

"It's important to listen, to try to 
understand and be understanding," Olsen 
says. "I don't have to agree with people 
all the time, but I can listen to their 
concerns and ensure that our government 
is working in an honest, ethical, and fair 
way." 

ti " 
may provide for combining the offices of 
clerk and treasurer" has become "A town 
may combine the offices of clerk and 
treasurer." 

"There's more conscious concern for 
language now than there used to be," says 
Walsh. 

The office had time to clean up the 
language in two chapters of the law 
during the 1989 interim, bringing the 
total number of revised chapters to 25 
since the project began about six years 
ago. 

Walsh says his office is reluctant to 



i II 
Rep. Howard Miller (IR-Redwood 

Falls) has one simple reason for retiring 
from the House. 

"I don't believe in career politicians 
and I don't want to wake up one morning 
and look in the mirror and find one," says 
the Independent-Republican from 
Redwood Falls. 

His decision not to run, announced on 
the House floor April 9 by a colleague, 
surprised many, but is one Miller made 
nearly six months ago, he says. 

It came with mixed emotions. 
'Tll miss parts of this place very 

deeply," he says. "There's an intellectual 
stimulation that occurs here that I don't 
think other places have." 

And then there's the camaraderie. 
"You become 'buddies' in the sense 

that you've experienced the same things 
- the pressure from constituents, the 
pressure from your colleagues, the 
pressure from your beliefs," he says. 

But there was also frustration that 
people aren't more active and interested 
in government, and that the system makes 
it tough for people to feel they have an 
impact. 

'Td like to see people take back 
government," he says. "It's theirs. They 
don't get involved yet complain about the 
decisions made. Someone needs to start a 
little fire under everyone out there." 

Miller, first elected in 1984, serves on 
the Appropriations, Judiciary, and 
Economic Development Committees. He 
has worked to develop a strong founda-

make anything but formal changes 
without legislative approval. 

"You can be sure that it's [punctuation] 
wrong, but you can't be sure that it's 
right," he says, adding that a comma can 
change meaning. 

That's just one of the three types of 
revisor' s bills the Legislature considered 
this year. A second one, which also has 
been approved and signed into law, deals 
primarily with errant references in 
statute, explains Walsh. 

For example, when a new section of 
law is created and the old section is 
deleted, the references to the old law in 
other statutes often aren't discovered 

I iti 

Rep. Howard Miller 

tion for the IR caucus and is currently 
trying to get the IR party to accept a set 
of "fundamental principles" to serve as a 
philosophical foundation for the party. 

Its preamble hints at Miller's conserva-
tism. 

"America's future greatness, as with its 
past, rests not with government, individ­
ual leaders, or military strength, but with 
the recognition and preservation of those 
fundamental values and beliefs upon 
which our country was formed and serve 
as our foundation of freedom." 

t it' r 
until later. And that's why those changes 
need to be be made, says Walsh. 

Those two types of revisor's bills are 
pretty straightforward, but the third type 
-which Walsh says could be more 
accurately described as a corrections bill 
- can be a bit controversial. 

That's the bill that is typically fash­
ioned in the last days of a session to 
correct mistakes found in recently passed 
bills that are hastily put together before 
the Legislature adjourns. 

"It's hard to draft a 300-page bill 
without making some mistakes," says 
Walsh. 

Although no substantive changes in 

't 
Ill 

"There are a lot of tough issues here; a 
lot of times it's hard to decide what's 
right or wrong, but if we have some 
fundamental beliefs, then we'll have the 
foundation we need to build on," Miller 
said. 

When Miller leaves the House, he will 
be joining Schwan' s Sales Enterprises, an 
international, diverse food company with 
its Minnesota headquarters in Marshall. 
Miller will be working in government 
and industry relations. 

He hopes his colleagues remember him 
as a man who "spoke his mind and voted 
his convictions," Miller says. "I've tried 
to ask the body to think more thought­
fully and deeply about the issues and the 
direction we're heading; let's not look so 
much at the best political reaction of the 
moment but further down the road to 
what's best for everyone." 

He says he authored few bills during 
his tenure in the House. Rather, as a 
member of the Appropriations Commit­
tee, he helped decide the merits of other 
lawmakers' proposals. 

As for his colleagues, they would do 
well to remember that, while they are 
accountable to their constituents, their 
party, and their state, in the end they are 
accountable to themselves. 

"If they're able to walk away from here 
with their colleagues saying they were 
more wise than clever, more courageous 
than political, then they have served this 
institution well." 

meaning are supposed to be contained in 
the bills, sometimes there are attempts to 
slip in a few meatier clauses. 

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville) 
recalled the time a few years ago when 
the revisor' s bill he authored contained a 
change pertaining to horse racing that 
was perceived to be substantive. 

The bill was voted down, and Marty 
says some of his colleagues were upset 
that the change was slipped into the bill. 

"We haven't had another crash and 
bum, but we will," says Walsh. "It's in 
the nature of the process." 
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Tuesday, 

HF2831-Bertram (DFL) 
Rules & Legislative Administration 
Resolution; memorializing the Congress of the 
United States to enact H.R. 3603 which relates to 
the disclosure of information concerning POW I 
MIAs. 

House Advisories 

Tuesday, April 

HA58-R. Anderson (IR) 
Health & Human Services 
A proposal to study preferential drug pricing within 
the health care system. 

Thursday, April 19 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

HA59-McGuire (DFL) 
Environment & Natural Resources 
A proposal for a study regarding phosphorus and 
toxic substances discharge into the metropolitan 
disposal system. 

First Readings/Senate Bills 

Tuesday, April 17 

SFl 750-Stumpf (DFL) 
Referred to the Chief Clerk for comparison with 
HF1815-Sparby (DFL) 
Agriculture; making legislative findings; extending 
the Farmer-Lender Mediation Act; appropriating 
money. 

SF1860-Reichgott (DFL) 
Referred to the Chief Clerk for comparison with 
HF1884-Pappas (DFL) 
Domestic abuse; authorizing courts to exclude a 
respondent from the place of employment of a 
petitioner in an order for protection; clarifying the 
probable cause arrest provision for violations of 
orders for protection; authorizing bonds to ensure 
compliance with orders for protection; authorizing 
referrals to prosecuting authorities for violations of 
orders for protection; improving prosecutorial 
procedures in domestic abuse cases; requiring the 
commissioner of public safety to study the 
feasibility and costs of a statewide computerized 
data base on domestic abuse; requiring a report; 
expanding the crime of first degree murder to 
include certain deaths caused by domestic abuse; 
imposing penalties. 
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SF1944-Luther (DFL) 
Referred to the Chief Clerk for comparison with 
HF1916-Scheid (DFL) 
Elections; requiring the designation of a local 
government election for election of county and 
municipal officers, and officers of other political 
subdivisions except towns; requiring that certain 
questions be voted on only at the local government 
election for the political subdivision; requiring 
uniform and coordinated election precincts and 
polling places; superseding certain inconsistent 
general and special laws and home rule charter 
provisions. 

SF2030-Purfeerst (DFL) 
Referred to the Chief Clerk for comparison with 
HF1898-Lasley (DFL) 
Traffic regulations; requiring annual inspections of 
commercial motor vehicles; providing for the 
certification of persons to conduct annual 
inspections; requiring daily pre-trip inspections; 
requiring post-accident inspections; prescribing 
fees; providing penalties; appropriating money. 

SF2246-Kroening (DFL) 
Referred to the Chief Clerk for comparison with 
HF2323-Simoneau (DFL) 
Public employment; expanding coverage of the 
Public Employees Insurance Plan; establishing 
classes of premiums. 

SF2527-Davis (DFL) 
Appropriations 
Agriculture; establishing an agricultural liming 
material law; allowing agreements between the 
commissioner of agriculture and certain persons 
required to file reports under the corporate farming 
law; appropriating money; prescribing penalties. 

House Schedule 
April 23-28 ,1990 

MONDAY, April 23 .......... 1111111 

10:30 a.m. 
Elections Subcommittee/ 
RULES & LEGISLATIVE 
ADMINISTRATION 
Room to be announced 
Chr. Rep. Peter McLaughlin 

11:00 a.m. 
RULES & LEGISLATIVE 
ADMINISTRATION 
400N 
Chr. Rep. Dee Long 

12:00noon 

The House will meet in session. 

TUESDAY, April 24 -----111111111 
The House will meet in session. 
Time to be announced. 

WEDNESDAY, April 

The House will meet in session 
Time to be announced. 

THURSDAY, April 26 -----

The House will meet in session, if 
necessary. 

FRIDAY, April 27 ------111111 
The House will meet in session, if 
necessary. 

This schedule is subject to change. For 
information updates, call House Calls at 
(612) 296-9283. All meetings are open to the 
public. 



1990 Session Summary Order Form 

The 1990 session summary provides brief summaries of all bills that both the House and Senate passed during the 1990 
legislative session. This year the House and Senate will combine their effort to produce one book. Each entry includes 
a bill title, House and Senate file numbers, House and Senate authors, a chapter number as it will appear in Laws of 
Minnesota 1990, a brief summary of the bill, and an effective date(s). Bills are indexed according to topic, title, chapter 
number, House File number, and Senate File number. 

Do you want to receive a copy of the 1990 session summary? Yes No 

Our staffs will prepare the session summary during the weeks following session adjournment. Upon completion, copies 
will be mailed to those who order them. 

Please detach and mail this form (with the mailing label on the back) to Session Summary, House Public Information 
Office, 175 State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155 by May 11, 1990. (Please do not alter the mailing label.) 

1990 Readership Survey: Session Weekly 

We would appreciate your taking a moment to tell us what you think about the Session Weekly. Your opinions will help 
us plan more effectively for next year. (We'll send you a subscription renewal card for the Session Weekly just before 
next year's session begins.) 

What do you like about the Session Weekly? 

What do you dislike about the Session Weekly? 

The Session Weekly staff intends to include a question/answer column next year. If you have questions about the 
Minnesota House of Representatives or the government process, please list them here. 

Other comments, suggestions: 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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