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Senate Highlights

Senate convenes for 1999

In accordance with the Minnesota
Constitution, the Senate convened for
the inaugural floor session of the Eighty-
First Legislative Session at noon, Tues.,
Jan. 5, 1999.

The Senate unanimously elected Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) to the office of
President of the Senate. Upon election,
Spear took the oath of office as adminis-
tered by Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court Alan C. Page. Spear expressed
special gratitude to Republican Senators
for their votes and pledged to perform his
duties to the best of his judgment and
abilities “to fulfill the confidence placed
in me” by minority caucus members.

The Senate also adopted a number of
resolutions, including one naming Sens.
Roger D. Moe (DFL-Erskine) and Dick
Day (R-Owatonna) as Majority Leader
and Minority Leader respectively. Other
adopted resolutions authorize the use of
the permanent Senate Rules of the 80th
Legislative Session as the temporary
Senate Rules for the 81st Legislative
Session, and the permanent Joint Rules
of the 80th Legislative Session as the
temporary Joint Rules for the 81st

Legislative Session. Resolutions setting
forth committee assignments and
committee meeting times were also
adopted.

In other business, the Senate elected its
officers who were then sworn in to their
respective positions. Among them were
Patrick E. Flahaven as Secretary of the
Senate and Rabbi Stacy Offner as
Chaplain of the Senate. Offner is the
first rabbi ever elected to the post.

One other resolution adopted by the
Senate authorize the President of the
Senate to appoint a committee to inform
the governor that the Senate is organized.
Spear then appointed a committee to so
inform the governor. Another resolution
authorizes informing the other body that
the Senate is organized.

The Senate met briefly Thurs., Jan. 7,
in order to process the introduction and
first reading of Senate bills. The bills
were introduced and then referred to the
appropriate committees. No other action
was taken during this session.

Opening resolutions okayed

Members of the Rules and Administra-
tion Committee met for the first time
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Tues., Jan. 5, to consider a number of
resolutions needed for the organization
and operation of the Senate for the 81+
Legislative Session. The committee,
chaired by Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFL-
Erskine), approved resolutions relating to
postage, committee membership, com-
mittee schedules, interns and parking.
Additional resolutions name Moe as
Majority Leader and Sen. Dick Day (R-
Owatonna) as Minority Leader, provide
for the temporary rules of the Senate and
for temporary Joint Rules with the House
of Representatives. Finally, two resolu-
tions provide for notifying the House and
the governor that the Senate is organized
and ready to embark upon the Session.

Members also approved several
recommendations of the Personnel
Subcommittee relating to compensation
for permanent and temporary Senate
employees.

Editors note

With the advent of the new Legislative
Session, Senate committees are just
beginning to get under way. As in the
past, Senate Briefly will provide coverage
from Thursday afternoons to the follow-
ing Thursday noon. This week, the Rules
and Administration Committee was the
only panel to meet within the time
period covered by this issue of Senate
Briefly.

In addition, each issue of Senate
Briefly will contain a tentative schedule
of the next week’s committee hearings.
The committee schedules, though, are
subject to change.

Later in the Session, Senate Briefly will
also contain listings of bills signed into
law, conference committee memberships
and a chart of bills acted upon the Senate
floor.

The staff of Senate Briefly would
appreciate hearing from readers about the
content of the publication. Please feel
free to contact the staff with any com-
ments, suggestions or criticisms.

To subscribe to Senate Briefly, simply
write or call the Senate Publications
Office. The address is Senate Briefly,
Room 95 State Office Building, 100
Constitution Ave., St. Paul, MN 55155.
The phone number is (651) 296-0259.
The e-mail address is:
senate.publications@senate.leg.state.mn.us

Thank you for your subscription.




Information Services

The Senate Information Office and the
Office of the Secretary of the Senate are
located in Room 231 of the Capitol.
These offices distribute all public printed
materials and respond to inquiries about
Senate committee meetings, Senate
districts, Senate telephone numbers, bill
reference numbers and status, and bill
sponsorship. Interested citizens may also
request copies of bills or ask to be put on
the mailing list for Senate publications.
If you want to know the name of your
Senator or have any other questions
about the Minnesota Senate, call 651-
296-0504. The Senate Information Office
now has toll-free telephone numbers to
enable citizens of Greater Minnesota to
obtain general information about the
Minnesota Senate. The new telephone
numbers are: 1-888-234-1112 (voice) and
1-888-234-1216 (TTY). Staff members
are available to answer questions about
the Senate and the legislative process.
For daily recorded updates on committee
meetings, call the Senate Hotline at 651-
296-8088.

Senate TV services

Television coverage of Senate and
House floor sessions and selected com-
mittee meeting is again available in the
Metro Area on broadcast TV.

KTCI, channel 17, will carry Senate
and House programming during the
daytime hours throughout the session.
KTCI reaches about one million house-
holds in the Metro Area. In addition,
this year Senate and House coverage is
closed-captioned for hearing-impaired
viewers of KTCI. The services will be
extended to Greater Minnesota cable
channels when statewide distribution
begins in mid-March.

Capitol Report, the weekly legislative
public affairs program produced by
Senate Media Services, will air on the
PBS broadcast network throughout the
state this year. The programs airs at 9:30
p.m. Tuesdays on KTCI 17 (Twin Cities)
and at 11:30 a.m. Sundays on KWCM 10
(Appleton), KAWE 9 (Bemidji) and
KAWRB 22 (Brainerd). The show also
airs on WDSE 8 (Duluth) and KSMQ 15
(Austin), at 12:30 p.m. Sundays.

Hearing-impaired services available

The Minnesota Senate is continuing to
offer TTY service for the hearing im-
paired. Located in Senate Index, the
TTY telecommunications service allows
deaf or hearing-impaired persons to
communicate with Index staff in order to
find out bill status, bill content and bill
authorship. The telephone numbers for
the TTY service are 651-296-0250 or 1-
888-toll free. In addition, a public access
TTY pay telephone is located near the
Information Desk on the first floor of the
Capitol Building.

Information Office profiled

The Senate Information Office and the
Office of the Secretary of the Senate are
located in Room 231 of the Capitol.
These offices distribute all public
materials and handle inquiries about
Senate committee meetings, Senate
districts, Senate telephone numbers, bill
reference numbers and status, and bill
sponsorship. Interested citizens may also
request copies of bills or ask to be put on
the mailing list for Senate publications.
If you want to know the name of your
Senator or have any other questions
concerning the Minnesota Senate, call
651-296-0504. Senate staff members are
available to answer general questions
about the Senate and the legislative
process. For daily updates on committee
meetings, call the Senate Hotline at 651-
296-8088.

Television coverage offered

Senate Media Services plans to provide
live gavel-to-gavel television coverage of
committee hearings from 8 a.m. until 5
p.m. weekdays. The hearings will run on
Channel 6 the Metro Cable Network. In
addition, Media Services will continue to
broadcast gavel-to-gavel coverage of
Senate floor sessions on Channel 6 the
Metro Cable Network.

Also, watch for Senate Report, a
weekly public affairs program, featuring
lawmakers from specific regions around
the state reviewing legislative issues from
a regional perspective. Senate Report is
broadcast on PBS stations as well as
Channel 6 the Metro Cable Network.

The following is the schedule for
broadcast of Senate Report.
Austin KSMQ - 11:30 a.m. Sundays;
Duluth WDSE - 12:30 p.m. Sundays;
Appleton KWCM- 11:30 a.m. Sundays,;
Bemidji KAWE/KAWB - 11:30 a.m.
Sundays (Beginning Feb. 3); Fargo KFME
6:30 a.m. - Saturdays; and Channel 6, the
Metro Cable Newtwork - 6:30 p.m.
Mondays and 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays.

Listserv available

Both the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives have established “listservs” to
automatically send daily committee
schedules to subscribers with Internet e-
mail access. The service is designed to
make it easier for the public to get up to
the minute information about Senate and
House committe schedules. A “listserv”
is a mailing list program designed to copy
and distribute electronic mail to every-
one subscribed to a particular mailing
list. It is necessary to subscribe to each
list separately.

Individuals may subscribe to the Senate
and House listservs at any time and the
schedules will be e-mailed on a daily
basis. In cases of a major change in the
schedule, updated schedule information
will also be sent to the listserv mailing
list.

To subscribe to the Senate listserv
simply send an e-mail message to:

listserv@senate.leg.state.mn.us

Leave the subject line blank and in the
message body type the following text:

subscribe sen-schedules

To subscribe to the House listserv send
e-mail to:

listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us

Leave the subject line blank and in the
message body type the following text:

subscribe h-schedules

A welcome message with information
about how to unsubscribe from the
listservs will then be sent to the new
subscriber. Subscribers may leave the e-
mail mailing list at any time by following
the simple instructions.




Policy Committees

Agriculture and Rural Development (15)

Chair: Sams Vice Chair: Hanson
Office: 328 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-7405
Meets: Tues., Thurs., 2-3:45 p.m. Room 107

Members:

Beckman Johnson, D.E. Morse Vickerman
Berg Lesewski Murphy

Dille Lessard Piper

Fischbach Lourey Scheevel

Children, Families and Learning (32)

Co-Chairs: Piper, Pogemiller, Stumpf

Meets: Tues., Weds., Fri., 8-9:45 a.m. Room 15

Office: 235 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-7809

Members:

Foley Knutson Neuville Solon
Hanson Krentz Olson Ten Eyck
Higgins Langseth Pappas Terwilliger
Janezich Larson Ranum Wiener
Junge Lesewski Robertson Wiger
Kelley, S. P. Lourey Robling

Kiscaden Marty Scheevel

Kleis Murphy Scheid

Commerce (16)

Chair: Solon Vice Chair: Wiener

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 2-3:45 p.m. Room 112

Office: 303 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5776

Members:

Belanger Kleis Novak Scheid
Cohen Larson Oliver Spear
Day Marty Runbeck

Hottinger Metzen Samuelson

Crime Prevention (17)
Chair: Spear

Vice Chair: Johnson, D.H.

Meets: Mon., Weds., Fri., 2-3:45 p.m. Room 15

Office: 120 Capitol

Phone: (651) 296-4191

Members:

Anderson Foley Knutson Neuville
Beckman Junge Krentz Ranum
Belanger Kelly, R.C. Laidig Ten Eyck
Berglin Kleis Limmer

Election Laws (11)

Chair: Marty Vice Chair: Junge

Meets: Mon., Weds., 12 noon-1:45 p.m. Room 112

Office: 326 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5712

Members:

Flynn Johnson, D.J. Ourada

Frederickson Larson Sams

Johnson, D.E. Moe, R.D. Scheid

Environment and Natural Resources (19)

Chair: Lessard Vice Chair: Anderson

Office: 111 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-1113

Meets: Mon., Weds., Fri., 12 noon-1:45 p.m. Room 107

Members:

Berg Krentz Pariseau Stumpf
Dille Laidig Pogemiller Vickerman
Frederickson Morse Price

Higgins Novak Samuelson

Johnson, J.B. Olson Stevens

Governmental Operations and Veterans (15)

Chair: Metzen

Office: 303 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-4175
Meets: Tues., Thurs., 12 noon-1:45p.m.; Weds., 10-11:45 a.m. Room 15
Members:

Berg Morse Runbeck Wiener
Betzold Pogemiller Stevens Wiger
Cohen Price Stumpf

Fischbach Robertson Terwilliger

Health and Family Security (17)

Chair: Hottinger Vice Chair: Lourey
Office: 120 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-1323
Meets: Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-11:45a.m. Room 15

Members:

Berglin Foley Robertson Stevens
Betzold Kiscaden Sams Ten Eyck
Dille Morse Samuelson Terwilliger
Fischbach Piper Solon

Jobs, Energy and Community Development (20)

Chair: Novak Vice Chair: Kelley, S.P.

Office: 322 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-1767

Meets: Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-11:45 a.m. Room 123

Members:

Anderson Johnson, D.H. Limmer Pariseau
Beckman Johnson, D.J. Metzen Runbeck
Frederickson Johnson, J.B. Murphy Scheevel
Higgins Kelly, R. C. Oliver

Janezich Lesewski Ourada

Judiciary (13)

Chair: Ranum Vice Chair: Betzold

Office: 306 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-0249

Meets: Mon., Weds., Fri., 12 noon-1:45 p.m. Room 15

Members:

Berglin Foley Limmer Ten Eyck
Cohen Kiscaden Neuville Wiener
Fischbach Knutson Spear

Local and Metropolitan Government (16)

Chair: Vickerman Vice Chair: Higgins

Office: 226 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-4150

Meets: Mon., Weds., Fri., 2-3:45 p.m. Room 107

Members:

Day Langseth Pappas Scheevel
Flynn Lessard Pariseau Wiger
Hottinger Lourey Price

Kelley, S.P. Olson Robling

Rules and Administration (24)

Chair: Moe, R.D. Vice Chair: Junge

Office: 208 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-4196

Meets: On call

Members:

Belanger Frederickson Lessard Samuelson
Berg Johnson, D.E. Metzen Solon
Berglin Johnson, D.J. Novak Spear
Cohen Laidig Olson Stumpf
Day Langseth Piper

Flynn Larson Pogemiller

Transportation (16)

Chair: Flynn Vice Chair: Murphy

Office: 120 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5099

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 12 noon-1:45 p.m.; Weds. 10-11:45 am. Room 112
Members:

Belanger Johnson, D.H. Laidig Robling
Day Johnson, D.E. Langseth Sams
Hanson Johnson, J.B. Ourada

Janezich Kelly, R.C. Pappas




Budget Divisions

Crime Prevention and Judiciary Budget Division (13)
Chair: Kelly, R.C.

Office: 323 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5285
Meets: Mon., Weds., Fri., 2-3:45p.m. Room 15

Members:

Anderson Betzold Laidig
Beckman Junge Limmer
Belanger Knutson Neuville

Economic Development Budget Division (14)

Chair: Beckman

Office: 124G Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5713
Meets: Tues., Thurs., 2-3:45p.m. Room 112

Members:

Anderson Kelly, R.C. Novak
Higgins Larson Oliver
Janezich Lesewski Ourada
Johnson, D.H. Murphy Runbeck

Environment and Agriculture Budget Division (12)

Chair: Morse

Office: G-24 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5649
Meets: Mon., Weds., Fri., 12-1:45p.m. Room 107

Members:

Berg Johnson, J.B. Lessard
Dille Krentz Pariseau
Frederickson Laidig Price

Family and Early Childhood Education Budget Division (9)
Chair: Piper Vice Chair: Foley
Office: G-9 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-9248
Meets: Tues., Weds., Fri., 8-9:45 a.m. Room 15

Members:

Higgins Lesewski Marty
Janezich Lourey Robling

Governmental Operations Budget Division (11)

Chair: Price

Office: 235 Capital Phone: (651) 297-8060
Meets: Tues., Weds., Fri., 12-1:45p.m. Room 15

Members:

Betzold Marty Runbeck
Cohen Metzen Scheid
Frederickson Robertson Stevens

Health and Family Security Budget Division (14)

Chair: Samuelson

Office: 124 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-4875
Meets: Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-11:45 a.m. Room 15
Members:

Berglin Hottinger Piper
Dille Kiscaden Sams
Fischbach Lourey Solon
Foley Morse Stevens

Higher Education Budget Division (9)

Chair: Stumpf Vice Chair: Ten Eyck
Office: G-24 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-8660
Meets: Tues., Weds., Fri., 8-9:45 a.m. Room 107

Members:

Kelley, S.P. Kleis Murphy
Kiscaden Larson Solon

Ranum
Spear
Ten Eyck

Wiener

Stumpf
Vickerman

Terwilliger

Wiger

Terwilliger

Wiener

K-12 Education Budget Division (15)

Chair: Pogemiller Vice Chair: Wiger
Office: 235 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-7809
Meets: Tues., Weds., Fri., 8-9:45 a.m. Room 112

Members:

Hanson Krentz Pappas Scheid
Janezich Langseth Ranum

Junge Neuville Robertson

Knutson Olson Scheevel

Property Taxes and Local Government Budget Division (13)
Chair: Pappas

Office: 120 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-1802
Meets: Mon., Tues., Weds., Thurs., 4-6 p.m. Room 15

Members:

Day Kelley, S.P. Olson Price
Flynn Novak Pariseau Scheevel
Hottinger Oliver Pogemiller Vickerman

Transportation Budget Division (10)

Chair: Johnson, J.B.

Office: G-9 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5419
Meets: Tues., Thurs., 12-1:45 p.m.; Weds. 10-11:45 a.m. Room 112
Members:

Belanger Hanson Langseth
Day Johnson, D.E. Ourada
Flynn Johnson, D.H. Sams

Taxes and Finance Committees

Committee on Taxes (23)

Chair: Johnson, D.J. Vice Chair: Scheid
Meets: Mon., Tues., Weds., Thurs., 4-6 p.m. Room 15
Office: 205 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-8881

Members:

Anderson Hottinger Novak Price
Belanger Kelley, S.P. Oliver Runbeck
Berg Knutson Olson Vickerman
Betzold Lesewski Pappas

Day Marty Pariseau

Flynn Murphy Pogemiller

Education Finance Committee (13)

Chair: Langseth Vice Chair: Krentz
Office: 122 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-3205
Meets: Mon., Tues., Weds., Thurs., 4-6 p.m. Room 123

Members:

Foley Johnson, D.E. Piper Scheevel
Hanson Larson Robertson Wiger
Higgins Moe, R.D. Robling

Human Resources Finance Committee (15)

Chair: Berglin Vice Chair: Sams

Office: 309 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-4151

Meets: Mon., Tues., Weds., Thurs., 4-6 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Members:

Beckman Kleis Samuelson Terwilliger
Johnson, D.H. Lourey Spear

Kelly,R.C. Neuville Stevens

Kiscaden Ranum Ten Eyck

State Government Finance Committee (16)

Chair: Cohen Vice Chair: Janezich

Office: 317 Capitol Phone: (651) 296-5308

Meets: Mon., Tues., Weds., Thurs., 4-6 p.m. Room 112

Members:

Dille Junge Metzen Stumpf
Fischbach Laidig Morse Wiener
Frederickson Lessard Ourada

Johnson, J.B. Limmer Solon




Preview

Monday, January 11

Ad Hoc Committee on Information
Technology

Chair: Sen. Steve Kelley

9 a.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Updates from: Internet System
for Education and Employment Knowl-
edge (ISEEK) ; Minnesota Virtual
University. Discussion of other informa-
tion technology initiatives for the 1999
Session.

Legislative Audit Commission

Chair: Sen. Deanna Wiener

10 am. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Release and discuss the program
evaluation report on Juvenile Out-of-
Home Placement.

Senate is in Session at 12 noon.

Joint Crime Prevention Committee and
Crime Prevention Judiciary Budget
Division

Chairs: Sen. Allan Spear and Sen. Randy
Kelly

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Dept. of Corrections legislative
briefing.

Tuesday January 12

Family and Early Childhood Education
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of homeless veterans
issues by the Dept. of Veteran Affairs.

Health and Family Security Committee
Chair: Sen. John Hottinger

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Review of the Complaint
Process Study recommendations, Kent
Peterson, Dept. of Health, John Gross,
Dept. of Commerce; Minnesota health
care market trends, Scott Leitz, Dept. of
Health.

Rules and Administration Subcommit-
tee on Ethical Conduct

Chair: Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge

12 noon Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: Continuation of proceedings

regarding Sen. Sams advisory opinion;
proceedings regarding advisory opinion
request by Sen. Stevens.

Transportation Committee

Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn

12 noon Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of transportation
issues with Commissioner of Transporta-
tion Elwyn Tinkenberg.

Joint Governmental Operations and
Veterans Committee and Governmental
Operations Budget Division

Chairs: Sen. James Metzen and Sen. Len
Price

12 noon Revenue Building

Agenda: Tour of Revenue Building.

Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Dallas Sams

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

Committee on Taxes

Chair: Sen. Douglas Johnson

4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Dept. of Finance forecast: over-
view and price of government. Dept. of
Revenue: pending tax issues and status of
1997/1998 property tax rebates.

Wednesday, January 13

Family and Early Childhood Education
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of Minnesota home-
less issues by the Minnesota Coalition for
the Homeless.

Transportation Committee

Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn

10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of driver and vehicle
services and state patrol issues with
Commissioner of Public Safety Charlie
Weaver.

Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard

12 noon Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 12-Stumpf: Repealing

snowmobile stud ban. S.F. 40-
Johnson,D.J. Repealing snowmobile stud
ban. S.F. 17-Johnson, D.J. Modifying
provisions of snowmobile grants-in-aid.

Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen. Jane Ranum

12 noon Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 10-Betzold: Modifying the
statute of limitations for medical mal-
practice actions.

Election Laws Committee

Chair: Sen. John Marty

12 noon Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: S. F. XX - Marty: Public right to
know.

Joint Crime Prevention Committee and
Crime Prevention Judiciary Budget
Division

Chairs: Sen. Allan Spear and Sen. Randy
Kelly

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Dept. of Corrections mandated
reports to the Legislature.

Crime Prevention Judiciary Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. Randy Kelly

Immediately following joint meeting.
Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

Environment and Agriculture Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

4 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Forest Resource Council.

Thursday, January 14
Senate is in Session at 9:30 a.m.

Jobs, Energy and Community Develop-
ment

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak

10 a.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

Health and Family Security Committee
Chair: Sen. John Hottinger

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Dept. of Human Services
updates on: Project 2030 - Aging Initia-
tive, PMAP performance report, Senior




Drug Program, Health Care 2000, status
of health care waivers and Minnesota
Senior Health Options Project.

Joint Governmental Operations and
Veterans Committee and Governmental
Operations Budget Division

Chairs: Sen. James Metzen and Sen. Len
Price

12 noon Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of the Office of Tech-
nology.

Transportation Committee

Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn

12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Overview of transportation
issues with Metropolitan Council
Regional Administrator Jim Solem.

Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Dallas Sams

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

K-12 Education Budget Subcommittee
on Equity Division

Co-Chair: Sen. Jane Krentz

4 p.m. Room 125 Capitol

Agenda: Discuss potential equity
proposals for 1999 Legislative Session.

Legislative Audit Commission

Chair: Sen. Deanna Wiener

4 p.m. Room 107 State Capitol
Agenda: To release and discuss the
program evaluation report on Mosquito
Control.

Friday, January 15

Family and Early Childhood Education
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Presentation of report “Hopes,
Dreams, Challenges and Strengths:
Minnesota Parents Talk About Their
Family Values,” by Minnesota Parenting
Association, Child Care Works, Cultural
Beginnings and MN Association for the
Education of Young Children. Overview
of Child Care Development issues by the
Minnesota Dept. of Children, Families
and Learning.

Jobs, Energy and Community Develop-
ment

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak

10 a.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

Health and Family Security Committee
Chair: Sen. John Hottinger

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

Judiciary Committee
Chair: Sen. Jane Ranum

12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: DWI implementation and
issues.
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Minnesota Senate 1999

Party Phone Name Room Dist. Party Phone Name Room Dist.
DFL 296-5537 Anderson, Ellen R. G-24 Cap. 66 DFL  6-5645 Marty, John 325 Cap. 54
DFL  6-5713 Beckman, Tracy L. 124B Cap. 26 DFL  6-4370 Metzen, James P. 303 Cap. 39
R 6-5975 Belanger, William V. 113 SOB 41 DFL  6-2577 Moe, Roger D. 208 Cap. 2
IND 6-5094 Berg, Charles A. G-51 SOB 13 DFL 6-5649 Morse, Steven G-24 Cap. 32
DFL  6-4261 Berglin, Linda 309 Cap. 61 DFL  6-4264 Murphy, Steve 301 Cap. 29
DFL 6-2556 Betzold, Don 306 Cap. 48 R 6-1279 Neuville, Thomas M. 123 SOB 25
DFL 6-5931 Cohen, Richard J. 317 Cap. 64 DFL 6-4334 Novak, Steven G. 322 Cap. 52
R 6-9457 Day, Dick 147 SOB 28 R 6-4837  Oliver, Edward C. 121 SOB 43
R 6-4131 Dille, Steve 103 SOB 20 R 6-1282 Olson, Gen 119 SOB 34
R 6-2084  Fischbach, Michelle L. 149 SOB 14 R 6-5981 Ourada, Mark 145 SOB 19
DFL  6-4274  Flynn, Carol 120 Cap. 62 DFL  6-1802 Pappas, Sandra L. 120 Cap. 65
DFL  6-4154 Foley, Leo T. G-9 Cap. 49 R 6-5252  Pariseau, Pat 109 SOB 37
R 6-8138 Frederickson, Dennis R. 139 SOB 23 DFL 6-9248  Piper, Pat G-9 Cap. 27
DFL  6-3219 Hanson, Paula E. 328 Cap. 50 DFL  6-7809 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. 235 Cap. 59
DFL  6-9246 Higgins, Linda . 227 Cap. 58 DFL  7-8060 Price, Leonard R. 235 Cap. 57
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Senate Highlights

Short sessions held

The Senate met for two brief floor
sessions Mon., Jan. 11, and Thurs., Jan.
14, in order to process the introduction
and first reading of Senate bills. The new
bills were referred to the appropriate
committees.

Members adopted a resolution at the
Thurs., Jan. 14, floor session commemo-
rating the life and work of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Senators Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.) and Linda Higgins (DFL-
Mpls.) both spoke on the accomplish-
ments of the slain civil rights leader.

Budget surplus, rebate discussed

Members of the Committee on Taxes,
chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-
Tower), heard testimony Tues., Jan. 12,
on the state budget surplus and on a
potential tax rebate based upon sales tax.

Acting Finance Commissioner Wayne
Simoneau, Assistant Finance Commis-
sioner Peggy Ingison, and State Econo-
mist Tom Stinson told the committee
that the projected surplus for the 1998-
1999 biennium is $1.5 billion and the
projected surplus for the 2000-2001
biennium is $1.8 billion.

Stinson said that the surplus is a result
of the strong economy and the money

generated by the tobacco settlement.
“The 1998 economy made it through in
much better shape than anyone thought
possible,” he said.

He said the state collected more
revenue because of capital gains and the
higher wages people are earning. Ac-
cording to a Dept. of Finance report
presented to the committee, $803 million
of the projected surplus is from the
increased revenues from the continuing
strength of the state’s economy. The
surplus also comes from the state’s
expenditures being $262 million less than
expected, and a $46.1 million payment
from tobacco companies as part of the
$6.1 billion settlement.

Stinson said that of the $1.5 billion
surplus, the 1998 Legislature allocated
$400 million to pay cash for bonding
projects, $200 million to a new tax
reduction account, and $9 million to a
budget reserve account leaving a $953
million balance after allocations.

He said Minnesota has also benefitted
from the continuing strength of the
nation’s economy which has offset
economic problems in Asia and Latin
America countries. “The increase in
spending by the U.S. consumer was
strong enough to carry the world
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economy for six to nine months,” he said.

The committee then heard from
members of the Dept. of Revenue about a
potential sales tax rebate.

Matt Smith, acting commissioner of
the Dept. of Revenue, said that a sales
tax rebate may not be subject to federal
tax. Smith said that because property
and income taxes are itemized on federal
returns they are taxable but the sales tax
is non deductible. He said he was confi-
dent that it would be possible for the
State to construct a sales tax rebate that
would not be taxable under the IRS code.

John Haugen, an attorney for the Dept.
of Revenue, told the committee that the
state of Colorado issued a sales tax rebate
to its taxpayers last year and that the IRS
has not issued a formal ruling as to
whether that rebate is subject to federal
tax. “To my knowledge the IRS has not
assessed any taxes on the (Colorado)
rebates,” Haugen said.

Sen. Leonard Price (DFL- Woodbury)
asked Haugen how the state of Colorado
calculated the amount of rebate a taxpay-
er received. Haugen said he believed the
amount was based upon an estimation of
how much sales tax people of different
income levels paid.

Johnson said, “The way | look at it,
with income tax and property tax it is
guaranteed that the feds will get a part of
it. But sales tax, although there is no
guarantee, it sounds pretty strong that it
will not be taxed.”

Stud ban repeal okayed

Members of the Environment and
Natural Resources Committee, chaired
by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL- Int'l. Falls)
met Weds., Jan. 13 and debated a bill
repealing a 1998 law prohibiting the use
of snowmobiles with studded tracks on
public lands, roads, and trails. The ban is
scheduled to take effect July 1, 1999.
The bill, S.F. 40, continues the ban of
snowmobiles with studded tracks on
paved state trails.

The repeal of the law also eliminates
the $50 registration fee required from
snowmobile users with machines
equipped with studs. The fees collected
go toward a fund dedicated to the repair
of paved trails.

The bill’s author, Sen. Leroy Stumpf
(DFL-Thief River Falls), told the com-
mittee that the use of studs on snowmo-
biles primarily is a safety issue. “Allow-




ing the studs creates a much better
environment for controlling the ma-
chine,” he said. He said that the ban on
snowmobile studs has also hurt the winter
tourism industry in Minnesota.

The committee heard testimony from
several small business owners, resort
owners, and snowmobile club members
who supported the repealing of the law.
Ron Nelson, a snowmobile rider from
Thief River Falls said, “If there is a strong
side wind you don’t have any control.”

Anita Vettleson, a member of the
Oklee Moonlighters said, “People have
told me they will sell their sled first
before they ride without studs.” She said
the ban has already had a negative im-
pact on local businesses in her area deter-
ring tourists from coming to the state.

The committee also heard testimony
from supporters of the current law. Tom
Delaney, a county commissioner from
Chisago County, said the Association of
Minnesota Counties firmly supports the
ban of use of studs on paved trails. He
said that snowmobile studs cause substan-
tial damage to paved paths, roads, and
driveways. “They have caused millions of
dollars worth of damage that the counties
are responsible to repair. We support a
uniform law that protects all public trails
statewide.”

Susan Joch, from First Team Sport, a
retailer whose business relies heavily on
the sale of inline skates, said she opposes
the repealing of the law. “Snowmobilers
are causing real damage to trails used for
safe skating.”

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL- Tower), a
co-author of the bill, said that the ban
was too severe. “Repealing the law
would bring things back to where they
were in 1997. It would allow all the
organizations to get together and bring
solutions to the Legislature. Using
reasonableness with citizens works better
than trying to jam something down their
throats.”

Johnson said the bill continues to allow
individual counties to decide whether or
not to allow studded snowmobiles on
their paved county trails.

Delaney said that having a standard
statewide law eliminates confusion for
people who have to know where one
county may allow studs on paved trails
and a neighboring county bans such use.

The bill was approved and advanced
to the Environment and Agriculture
Budget Division.

Malpractice limits reviewed

A bill to extend the statute of limita-

tions for medical malpractice actions was
debated at the Judiciary Committee
meeting Weds., Jan. 13. Sen. Jane
Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) chaired the commit-
tee.

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley)
authored the bill, which provides that a
patient can sue a health care provider for
malpractice within two years after the
patient discovers malpractice. The bill
also provides for a six-year limitation
overall during which the patient can take
action. The current statue of limitations
is for two years after the treatment has
taken place. Another section of the bill
allows a counterclaim to be pleaded as a
defense to an action for services brought
by a health care provider, even though
the counterclaim would otherwise be
barred as an original claim, but the
judgment would be limited to costs for
raising the counterclaim as a defense to
the underlying claim.

Speaking in favor of the bill were Mary
Beth May and her mother, Carol May.
Mary Beth, seated in a wheelchair and
speaking haltingly, told of headaches
which began seven years ago when she
was in middle school. She was treated by
a doctor in Minnesota for three years.
Her mother said the doctor claimed the
headaches were caused by tension, and he
did nothing about them. Mary Beth’s
condition worsened, and when the family
moved to Colorado, she continued
seeking medical help.

“I tried a chiropractor for Mary Beth,
and after a few treatments he called me
at work and told me to get in touch with
a neurologist,” Carol May said. “A
lemon-sized tumor was found, and surgery
was performed immediately. Mary Beth
was in the hospital for the next year.
When she got out, she realized a lot of
her disabilities would be permanent.
That's when she decided to sue.” Mary
Beth related that she had been hospital-
ized during the time she could have sued
the Minnesota physician for malpractice.
By the time she started action, the statute
of limitations under the current law had
run out.

Also speaking in favor of the bill was
David Ketroser, M.D., who has practiced
neurology in Minnesota for the past 17
years. He said that although he believes
most physicians are well-meaning and
well-acting, he has seen physicians guilty

of malpractice. He said he believes it is
unlikely that the discovery rule allowed
by the bill would add more than 10
percent to the number of malpractice
suits being filed. Ketroser said the
majority of malpractice cases filed are
based on the standard of care. “The
burden of proving the standard of care
falls on the plaintiff,” he said. “There are
skilled medical experts and financial
resources available for doctors.”

Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said that
one of the arguments raised by opponents
of the measure is that costs will increase
because doctors will practice a more
defensive form of medicine and order
tests even when the likelihood of serious
illness is remote.

“There is really not difference with or
without the discovery rule,” Ketroser
replied. “If a doctor decides to order more
tests, he or she will do so, whether the
statute of limitations is two years or six
years.”

Speaking against S. F.90, Bill Stori,
representing Mayo Clinic, said he feels it
is unfair when malpractice suits occur
after a lengthy period of time because
memories fade. “The statutes were put
here for good reason,” he said. “Adding
years makes it extremely difficult.” Stori
said judgment calls can change as people
try to reconstruct what happened.

Roger Hagen, representing Minnesota
Medical Association and Minnesota
Medical Insurance Company, said passage
of the bill will have an impact on health
care costs and that indirect costs will be
passed on to the patient.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple Grove)
said he has looked at the top 100 non-
profit corporations, and almost 50 are
related to the medical profession. “Some
of the highest paid executives in Minne-
sota run these corporations,” he said. He
said he had difficulty in understanding
why any extra costs brought about by the
bill should be passed on to the consumer.
“Why would we pass the premium on? Is
it so high it would cripple the non-profit
organizations? | don’t think so,” he said.
He also noted that a discovery rule is in
effect in 45 states. “Why don’t we have it
in Minnesota?”

Stori said he had not talked about
passing on costs, but about fairness in the
courtroom. He spoke of medical opera-
tions that are not big corporations and
the difficulties they may face.

No action was taken on the bill.
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Agriculture and Rural
Development

Panel hears reports

The Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment Committee met Tues., Jan.12, to
hear reports from the Public Utilities
Commission and the MN Department of
Agriculture. Vice chair Paula Hanson
(DFL-Ham Lake) presided.

Dr. Patricia Hoben, research director,
Public Utilities Commission, presented
the findings and recommendations
regarding claims of possible effects of
stray electrical currents in the earth on
dairy cow health and milk production.
The PUC report reflects a four year study
authorized by the Legislature in response
to concerns by dairy farmers who claimed
that electric currents in the earth from
electric utility distribution systems are
somehow responsible for problems with
animal behavior, health and dairy
production.

After explaining the methodology of
the study, Hoben stated that only one
percent of herd owners indicated their
herds persistently had health problems
and problems with milk production
thought to be caused by stray voltage.
The study team found no credible
scientific evidence to verify the claim
that electrical currents in the earth or
associated electrical parameters such as
voltages, magnetic fields and electric
fields, are causes of poor health and milk
production in dairy herds. The group
also concluded there is no basis for
altering the PUC approved standards by
which electric utilities distribute power
onto or near individual dairy farms.

Hoben said there are many other well
documented non electrical causes of
stress in cattle and the factors have to be
addressed when farmers look at improv-
ing the performance of dairy herds. She
said that the findings represent just one
study and that more studies will need to
be done. Hoben concluded by stating the
need for education about the subject to
counteract the abundance of misinforma-
tion that’s available.

The committee also heard a brief
overview on Dairy Diagnostic Teams
provided by MN Dept. of Agriculture
Program Administrator, Katy Kulesa. A
full report is expected Feb. 1. Kulesa
listed some of the successes of the
program, including a reduction in calf
death loss and more productive farms.

Kulesa mentioned the positive intangible
results of the program such as better
attitudes among farmers and farm
families, a willingness on the part of
farmers to try new ideas, reduced stress
levels on the part of farmers and an
improved ability to work together with
other farmers and the Diagnostic Team.
It's too soon in the program to compre-
hensively measure outcomes, because
record keeping systems for the farms have
only recently been set up. A better com-
parison can be made in future years as
more data becomes available, Kulesa said.

Noting that the resolution of a farm
financial crisis affects the whole commu-
nity, the Minnesota Dept. of Agriculture
sees a clear need for the Farmer-Lender
Mediation Program to continue, accord-
ing to Sharon Clark, deputy commis-
sioner. Although there are some con-
cerns about the current program, which
are being addressed, it is a means by
which farmers and their creditors are
provided with the necessary open lines of
communication needed in a time of
crisis, said Clark.

Clark said the Dept. of Agriculture also
recommends the establishment of an
immediate oversight committee which
would meet periodically to address
concerns with the program. In addition,
the Dept. of Agriculture recommends
that if the program is to be continued,
that it be funded for a full biennium
instead of year to year.

Crime Prevention

Briefing held

A briefing by the Department of
Corrections was the highlight of the
meeting held Mon., Jan. 11, by the Joint
Crime Prevention Committee and Crime
Prevention Judiciary Budget Division.
Senators Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls) and
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) co-chaired
the meeting. Dennis Benson, acting
Department of Corrections (DOC)
commissioner, introduced DOC staff
members who discussed the priorities in
their divisions.

A current adult prisoner population of
5,500 is projected to increase to nearly
8,000 by FY 2006-07, according to Dan
Storkamp, director of Office of Planning
and Research. Those projections are
based on current sentencing and correc-
tional policies. When asked to define the
prison population by types of crimes

committed, Storkamp said he had
percentages of the top six crimes: 20
percent of the prisoners are charged with
criminal sexual assault; 17 percent,
homicide; 13 percent, drug possession
and/or selling; 13 percent assault; 9
percent burglary and 9 percent robbery.

“Each year we are increasing dramati-
cally the number of folks we’re sending to
our prisons,” Kelly commented. Sen. Leo
Foley (DFL-Anoka) said he agreed. “The
United States leads the entire world in
per capita imprisonment. We're building
more prisons and filling them before
they’re built.”

Spear questioned what he saw as a
dramatic increase in the number of
incarcerated women. Storkamp said he
thought drug offenses have played a big
part in that increase. Sixty-two addi-
tional beds in Shakopee are under
consideration for female offenders, and
those beds are already filled.

Benson said the DOC has looked
carefully at programs for non-violent
offenders, rather than sentencing them to
prison. He expressed an interest by the
DOC in programs such as the Restorative
Justice model, described by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) as a model used in
Canada which has been shown to reduce
recidivism. Benson said the DOC has
utilized such programs where it can, but
judges must also embrace the programs.

The Community Services division of
DOC was described by Assistant Com-
missioner Richard Mulcrone. He said the
division has six operational units and
works in areas of probation and super-
vised release, sentencing to service,
correctional alternatives, community
services support and planning.

Mulcrone said gains have been made in
caseload reduction, but caseloads con-
tinue to increase. He said caseload
numbers were brought down so staff
could see prisoners more frequently and
watch their cases more closely. He cited
the benefits of intensive supervision
combined with counseling. Mulcrone also
spoke of the positive aspects of the
Affordable Housing Project, in which
inmates pay back the community by
constructing homes for low-income
families. The houses cost about $50,000,
he said, and the eventual goal is to try
and build 100 per year. “I think it's a win-
win for everybody,” Kelly said, referring
to the house-building program.

Debbie Eng, director of Juvenile
Services, reported on the juvenile




program at Red Wing where male
juvenile offenders are housed. The sex
offender program has also been trans-
ferred from Sauk Centre to Red Wing.

Eng said the programs at Red Wing
include restorative justice, bringing
juveniles out into the community and
partnering with the Red Wing Voca-
tional College in the area of education.
Female offenders are being housed at
Sauk Centre, which is also being used as
a fee-for-service residence for male
juveniles who are under county custody.

Benson indicated that DOC is working
on a program with Hennepin County
regarding sites at Cambridge or Old
Shakopee for incarceration of female
juveniles. Kelly said that he had been in
discussion with Hennepin County for
years and the county must share the
financial burden.

DOC presents report

An overview of the Department of
Corrections (DOC) continued at the
Joint Crime Prevention Committee and
Crime Prevention and Judiciary Budget
Division meeting Weds., Jan. 13. The
meeting was co-chaired by Senators
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) and Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul.)

Karen Robinson, assistant commission-
er of Management Services, told the
committee her department had been
working with computer equipment that
was not kept current and with a wholly
inadequate infrastructure. “We are cur-
rently working on a major redesign of the
system,” she said. “We are in the process
of upgrading and improving our data.”

Carol Sheehan with the Health
Services Department said the DOC has
contracted with Correctional Medical
Services (CMS) to provide improved
health care services for the inmates.

She said DOC was looking at $1.9
million in cost care reduction and a cap
on health care costs for the year.

When questioned about reported
inmate concerns with health care,
Sheehan said the program is being
monitored carefully and is gaining in
stability. Dennis Benson, acting DOC
commissioner, said the department had
made a very dramatic change in health
care. “The number of people we had on
medications was reduced, and there have
been a lot fewer trips to the hospitals and
clinics,” he said.

Erik Skon, assistant commissioner of

Adult Facilities, reported that the
program has a six-level custody system.
He said the DOC is working on prisoners’
educational, vocational and life skills.
“Forty percent of our inmates do not have
a GED or a high school diploma,” he
said. “The more actively they participate
in educational programs, the less likely
they are to recidivate.” He said the DOC
has eliminated some programs it consid-
ered repetitious. He added that the first
month after a prisoner’s release is
considered to be the most critical and a
number of programs are dealing with that
issue. He cited pre-release, work release,
transitional housing, sex offender
placement and release violators programs
as examples.

Steve Lydon, director of the Office of
Special Investigation, said his division
deals with investigating criminal activity
within the prison, gathers intelligence
and handles complaints of misconduct.
The division also cooperates with other
agencies, reviews efforts of the gang strike
task force and coordinates apprehension
of fugitives with other law enforcement
agencies.

Dan Storkamp, director of the Office of
Planning and Research, told the commit-
tee the DOC is doing a recidivism
analysis and working at reducing per
diem costs.

Environment and
Agriculture Budget Division

Funding for council examined

The Environment and Agriculture
Budget Division, chaired by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL- Dakota) met Weds., Jan.
13, to discuss whether or not the State
should continue to fund the Forest
Resouces Council.

The council was established by the
Legislature in 1995 to encourage coop-
eration and collaboration between public
and private sectors in the management of
the state’s forest resources as well as to
recognize and consider forest resource
issues, concerns, and impacts at the site
and landscape levels. Thirteen members
of the council are appointed by the
governor and one member is appointed
by the Indian Affairs Council from
various public and private organizations
and agencies.

Mike Kilgore, executive director of the
council, testified that the council has met
all of its statutory reporting requirements

and has played a significant role in
fostering relationships between the public
and private sectors.

Jerry Rose, director of forestry for the
DNR and a member of the council said,
“Many times | felt like we weren’t going
to get through the process. But people
wanted to come together and substantial
progress has been made.” He said that
without the council, a replacement pro-
cess that would bring together all in-
volved parties would need to be formed.

There was also testimony against
further funding of the council. Don
Arnosti, the Minnesota director of the
National Audubon Society, testified that
the council has failed in its efforts to
inform and lead private landowners,
county land departments, the DNR and
others in the direction of sustainable
forest use and conservation.

“The mixing of the council’s voluntary
standards and public policy equals the
lowering of standards for public land,”
Clyde Hanson, a Sierra Club member
said.

Morse said further discussions would be
held to look at the effectiveness of the
council.

Family and Early Childhood
Education Budget Division

Child care overview

The Family and Early Childhood
Education budget division, chaired by
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), met Fri.,
Jan. 8, to hear reports regarding the state
of subsidized child care in Minnesota.

The first report, given by Barbara
Yates, assistant commissioner in the
Office of Community Services of the
Minnesota Department of Children,
Families and Learning (CFL), updated
committee members regarding the
accomplishments of CFL during the past
year. One success she mentioned was the
Youth Diversion Program, which is
designed to deal with youth who have
been through the juvenile detention
system. According to Yates, 88 percent
of those involved with Youth Diversion
remained out of the juvenile detention
system one year after being released. She
also said the Child Care Assistance
Program served 14,000 families statewide
last year, up over 3,000 from 1997.

Deborah Schlick, planner with Ramsey
County Human Services, reported to the
committee that 1,200 families in Ramsey
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County are on the waiting list for Sliding
Fee Child Care, which is given on a first-
come first-serve basis to teenage parents,
families who left AFDC and finished one
year of guaranteed child care, working
families who have not been on assistance
and working poor families pursuing
additional training or education.

Based on a survey administered by
Ramsey County of those 1,200 families,
80 percent are working and two-thirds
make less than $10 per hour. Also, two-
thirds have never been on AFDC, two-
thirds of the parents are between the ages
of 20 and 23 and half have just one child.
Half of those surveyed are currently using
a relative or neighbor for child care, half
are unhappy with their current child care
conditions and two-thirds are using their
savings to pay for child care as well.
Schlick said the results paint a “fragile”
picture of the families waiting for child
care assistance and called for greater
funding for Sliding Fee Child Care.

According to a report given by Carol
Miller, program manager for the Child
Care and Early Childhood Services of
Hennepin County’s Department of
Children and Family Services, Hennepin
County has a waiting list of 2,400
families for Sliding Fee Child Care, even
though as of June 1998 there was not one
family on the list. Miller told the
committee the list grew so rapidly
because over the past two years families
have left AFDC, received their one year
of guaranteed child care as a result of
leaving AFDC and are now flooding the
Hennepin County system, because they
are unable to afford their own child care.
She said with current funding the 2,400
families on the list face a wait of up to
two years to receive child care. Miller
called for greater funding and better
transitional child care as well.

Ruth Krueger, of the Metropolitan
Inter County Association, told the
committee that people need acceptable
child care to be acceptable employees.
She said finding acceptable child care
was becoming more difficult, as many
child care providers in the Metropolitan
Area are lost each year. She also said
child care is becoming less affordable, as
half of the new jobs created in 1998 pay
only $22,000 or less per year, while child
care usually costs at least $100 per week
and can cost as much as $250 per week.

Marian Brandt, director of Sibley
County Social Services and chair of the

Legislative Committee of the Minnesota
Association of County Social Service
Administrators (MACSSA), put forth
two formal legislative positions for the
MACSSA regarding child care. The first
position calls for an elimination of the
requirement to be on assistance in order
to qualify for transitional year child care.
Currently, only those families who have
been on assistance for at least three out of
the past six months qualify for transi-
tional child care, which, said Brandt,
does not meet the needs of those who
acquire a job within two months. This
action, said Brandt, would allow those
who find a job in less than three months
to still receive child care. The second
position calls for the extension of
transitional child care for qualified
families until a county has sufficient
Sliding Fee Child Care funds to meet
their needs. This is necessary, said
Brandt, because many counties did not
have sufficient Sliding Fee Child Care
funds in 1998. The proposed legislation
also calls for the increase in sliding fee
allocations to better assist families in
need.

Homeless veterans issues

The Family and Early Childhood
Education budget division met Tues., Jan.
12, to hear an overview of homeless
veterans issues in Minnesota. Guest
speakers included Dennis Forsberg,
director of Veterans Service in the
Minnesota Department of Veteran
Affairs (MACYV) and Jimmy Lee
Coulthard, executive director of the
Minnesota Assistance Council for
Veterans. Francisco Rodriquez and Jerry
Miller, former homeless veterans cur-
rently being assisted by MACV, spoke to
the committee as well.

In a short presentation, Forsberg
discussed some of the findings of a survey
based on interviews conducted Oct. 23,
1997 by the St. Paul-based Wilder
Research Center with homeless and
precariously housed persons in Minnesota
emergency shelters, battered women'’s
shelters, transitional housing programs
and on the street. He said the results
indicated that of all homeless people in
Minnesota, 13 percent are veterans -
down from 22 percent in 1991 and 17
percent in 1994 - the majority of whom
served in Vietnam, Europe or the United
States between 1965 and 1979. Also

according to the survey, 35 percent of the
homeless veterans reported combat duty
and 92 percent received honorable
discharges, and although three-quarters of
the veterans qualified for veterans
benefits, only about half of the respon-
dents had used them.

Coulthard described the purpose of
MACYV which, according to the MACV
1997 Annual Report, exists to help
veterans and the families of veterans who
are affected by homelessness by providing
housing, food, employment, school and
work-hardening through an affordable,
structured and chemically free program.
He listed the desired outcomes of the
program, the first of which is placing
homeless veterans in appropriate housing
(MACYV has 13 beds in building #47 on
the Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Campus in Minneapolis, 27 beds spread
across 8 houses in south Minneapolis and
29 single occupancy units in the Alliance
Apartments project). Other desired
outcomes are increasing their level of
income, life skills, financial responsibil-
ity, health, connection to the community
and ability to interact in relationships.
He said the program is not a handout,
because participants are required to
remain drug and alcohol free, accept job
counseling, training and work, pay 25
percent of their income toward various
fees, design and follow a staff approved
schedule, and share daily household
duties in the MACYV residences. Accord-
ing to the 1997 report, 115 of the 128
veterans served that year entered the
program unemployed; upon exiting 65
were employed, 10 were receiving
disability and 17 were receiving fixed
income benefits. Thirty-three of the
homeless veterans were in pre-treatment
and 3 eventually lost their jobs as well.
Coulthard also said he would like the
program to have a greater focus on health
care, since recent studies show that 95
percent of homeless veterans suffer from
either alcohol addiction or mental health
problems. Also, The death rate for
homeless veterans after the age of 55
stands at nearly 12 percent - compared to
a post 55 death rate of just under 4
percent for non-veteran homeless
persons.

Rodriquez and Miller said MACYV has
been a positive influence in their lives.
Rodriquez, who was homeless for three
years before finding help through
MACYV, said he lost his job four years ago




and had no family or friends to ask for
help. As a result, he said, he could not
pay for housing and spent much of his
time during those years living and
sleeping on the shores of the Mississippi
River. Miller said he had been homeless
for ten years before finding help through
MACYV. He described the three phases
of the MACYV program - two months of
part time work at the Veterans Assis-
tance Medical Center, followed by four
months of full time work and finally 18
months of residence in Veterans Assis-
tance housing - and said no other
program in which he was involved during
his ten years of homelessness has helped
him like MACV.

Overview of homeless issues

The Family and Early Childhood
Education Budget Division, chaired by
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), met Wed.,
Jan. 13, to hear an overview of homeless
issues in the state of Minnesota. Guest
speakers included representatives from
various social service agencies and local
homeless people as well.

Patrick Leary, food and shelter program
manager with the Minnesota Department
of Children, Families and Learning,
provided members of the committee with
some general statistics on homelessness in
the state based on the department’s
quarterly shelter survey, which was
administered on Aug. 27, 1998. With 87
percent of the Minnesota shelters,
transitional housing programs, county
social service agencies, community action
agencies and Salvation Army units
surveyed responding, a total of 5,243
individuals were reported to have been
given shelter on that night. Of those
5,243 people, 24.6 percent were men,
27.6 percent were women and 47.8
percent were children. It was also
reported that a total of 513 people were
turned away, due almost entirely to lack
of available space.

Michael Dahl, from the Minnesota
Caoalition for the Homeless, reported to
the committee that according to a 1997
Wilder Research Center study, the total
number of homeless persons and precari-
ously housed persons in Minnesota is
15,759 when people and families living
with other families are counted. Dahl
also reported that only between one and
three percent of those people chose to be
homeless. He said the lack of affordable
housing is a major cause of homelessness.

According to a 1997 study the average
cost of a two bedroom rental unit in
Minnesota was $619, he said. At least 44
percent of renter households in the state,
he said, could not afford to pay that price
last year. Dahl said that he hoped the
committee would seriously consider the
legislation the coalition would bring at a
later date.

First hand knowledge of the realities of
being homeless was brought to the
committee by eighteen year old Vicky
Manzingo. Manzingo, who is currently
homeless and has been homeless for the
past two years, told the members she has
been a ward of the state since she was
three years old. Because of that, she said,
she has been shuffled all of her life to
foster homes in dozens of cities through-
out Minnesota. Although she does not
have a high school diploma, she does
hold a full time job working 40 hours per
week, but still cannot afford to rent an
apartment of her own. Even that night,
she said, she did not know where she
would stay.

Also reporting to the committee was
Robin Rodenberg, from Mora, MN.
Rodenberg, who at one time became
homeless after leaving an abusive
husband, said she has now had an
apartment for six years, which she shares
with her six year old son. She described
finding employment as a waitress and
living out of her car while she worked to
afford an apartment, and how she now
helps the homeless in and around the
Mora area by opening her home to them.
She said she allows those who need a
place to stay to be with her until appro-
priate housing is found by local agencies.
She said she has had as many as eight
people in her home at one time.

A short report was given by Cindy
Murphy Kelly, a representative from The
Learning Center, as well. Murphy Kelly
described The Learning Center, which is
a transition school for homeless children
that serves 500 students yearly, and
discussed the disadvantage homeless
children have in receiving an education.

The committee also heard from Patrick
Wood, a field worker with People
Incorporated, who spoke about his
interaction with the homeless in the
Twin Cities. He said he routinely spends
time in places where the homeless live
and has noticed an increasing number of
women and unaccompanied children -
some as young as ten years old.

Governmental Operations
and Veterans

Joint committees meet

The Governmental Operations and
Veterans Committee and the Govern-
mental Operations Budget Division met
jointly Tues., Jan. 12, to tour the new
Dept. of Revenue Building. The com-
mittees are chaired by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul) and Sen. Leonard
Price (DFL-Woodbury), respectively.

In addition, the Governmental
Operations Budget Division met Weds.,
Jan. 13, to tour the Dept. of Military
Affairs “Guard our Youth” Programs.

Health and Family Security

Complaint process proposals

A final report regarding recommenda-
tions for developing a complaint resolu-
tion process for health plan enrollees was
the main topic of discussion at the
meeting of the Health and Family
Security Committee, chaired by Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), on
Tues., Jan. 12.

Kent Peterson, from the Minnesota
Department of Health, provided an
explanation of proposed changes made in
the internal appeal process to the
committee. He reported that many
inconsistencies in the internal review
process exist, as currently one set of rules
applies only to HMO's and another to
utilization review organizations, which
include indemnity insurers as well as
some HMOQO’s. The new plan put forth
recommendations establishing a uniform
complaint process for all health plan
companies which would, Peterson said,
“fill in the gaps” in the current system
and is intended to make the internal
review process consistent and under-
standable. The rest of the new recom-
mendations in the report falling under
the internal review process regard such
items as procedures for filing a complaint,
time frames for health plan company
decisions, medical appeals versus general
grievances and a second appeal option.

John Gross, from the Minnesota
Department of Commerce, informed the
committee about a proposal in the report
to establish an external appeal process.
The process, which is not currently
available in Minnesota, involves creating
a joint interagency mechanism within
the departments of health and commerce
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to provide for the external appeal of all
adverse determinations involving health
care services and claims. The process
would exist, he said, for any member, or
anyone acting on behalf of a member, of
a health plan program who has received
an adverse determination in the internal
appeal process. The rest of the recom-
mendations falling under the new
external review process regard such items
as procedures for filing a complaint,
possible inclusion of a medical review
panel to provide technical expertise,
funding for external appeals and poten-
tial conflicts of interest.

No action was taken on the report, and
some committee members questioned the
necessity of many of the recommenda-
tions made by Peterson and Gross. Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) said she did
not understand why another complaint
process needs to be added, and Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL-Duluth) pointed to a letter
in the back of the report written by
representatives from the Minnesota
Council of Health Plans which, because
less than one-third of one percent of
consumers file health care complaints,
argued against many of the recommenda-
tions made.

The meeting also included a report
regarding trends in Minnesota’s health
care market which was given by Scott
Leitz, from the Minnesota Department of
Health. Among other things, statistics
presented by Leitz showed that 11.1
percent of the economy of the state is
spent on health care - as opposed to 13.1
percent of the nation’s economy - for a
total of $15.7 billion. Leitz said in the
coming year the health department will
focus on ensuring that individuals can
maintain access to public programs and
on enabling individuals to better access
private market choices. He said if the
legislature opts for direct funding or a
pool, the department will recommend
targeting those funds to those providing
large levels of uncompensated care and
safety net providers with unstable funding
sources. Leitz said the department hopes
to perform follow-up studies on welfare
reform and safety net providers as well.

Judiciary

Child support process debated
Positive and negative aspects of the

current Administrative Child Support

Process were discussed during a hearing of

the Judiciary Subcommittee on Family
Law Fri., Jan. 8.

Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Anoka) chairs
the subcommittee that is taking testi-
mony on the process because its consti-
tutionality is being challenged in the
Minnesota Supreme Court because of its
alleged violation of the separation of
powers.

Janice Allen, the assistant Anoka
County attorney, noted that the Admin-
istrative Child Support Process was
initiated to make matters more stream-
lined and efficient. She cited statistics
showing that the previous District Court
system took less time. “I’'m not arguing
that we go back to the District Court,”
she said, “but we need to try to develop a
process that meets the goals of the
original legislation.”

Francine Mocchi, an administrative
law specialist of Anoka County, pre-
sented a number of problems she said the
current system offers. She related that
those problems include due process issues,
people frequently ignoring documents,
lack of scheduled hearings, time frame
difficulties, inaccurate default orders, a
shift of burden to county personnel, a
lack of room for judicial discretion and a
lack of training in legal background for
personnel.

On the positive side, Mocchi cited the
knowledge of family law held by the
administrative law judges, the informality
that allows relevant evidence to be
entered and evidence that people are
feeling that they are being heard.

Representatives of the Department of
Human Services (DHS) stressed the
importance of a process that is easy to
use, consistent across the state and one
that minimizes adversarial tendencies.

According to Laura Kadwell, director
of the DHS Child Support Division, the
Legislature has wanted the Administra-
tive Child Support Process to allow
accessibility to parties without counsel.
She said that to some extent, that goal
has been reached, and she emphasized
the importance of maintaining that
accessibility.

However, the difficulty of going
through the child support process without
an attorney was described by Natalie
Benson, a stepmother and wife of a non-
custodial parent. “There’s a very uneven
balance of power,” she noted. “We had to
bring in multiple information on our
finances, and the custodial parent
required no verification of hers.” She said

her family spent countless hours in the
system, and it was not simple.

A difference of opinion arose on
whether to place child support issues
under the jurisdiction of District Court
judges or maintain the current system of
having administrative law judges in
charge. Judge Gary Meyer, chief judge of
the 10th Judicial District in Wright
County, said he believes this matter
should be returned to the District Court.
Speaking in favor of administrative law
judges retaining responsibility were Ken
Nickolai, director of the Office of
Administrative Hearings and Mark
Gardner, representing the Minnesota
State Bar Association.

Making a final plea for the current
administrative process for child support,
Clark Gustafson, director of Meeker
County Social Services, said he supports
the administrative process because it is
cost effective, faster and more satisfying
to parents. “Wait until the Supreme
Court rules before coming up with any
remedy; we may not need any remedy,”
he said. “Just fix what's needed and don’t
throw the baby out with the bath water.”

State Court Administrator Sue Dosal
reported that a Child Support and
Collections Workgroup is studying the
various alternatives to the current
process.

K-12 Education Budget
Division
Class size discussed

The K-12 Education Budget Division,
chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), met Weds., Jan.13, to hear
a technical corrections bill and begin
discussing class size reduction.

The committee heard S.F. 86, carried
by Pogemiller, which provides technical
corrections to kindergarten through grade
12 education provisions. Senate counsel
said this bill is necessary to reflect items
which were repealed last session, but not
removed from the statute. Sen. Charles
Wiger (DFL-North St. Paul) offered an
amendment to the bill changing the
language in the authority of the desegre-
gation/integration and inclusive educa-
tion rules to allow for the delay in
implementation caused by the turnover
in administration. In addition, the
amendment inserts language making this
section of the statute effective retroactive
to Jan. 1, 1999. The amendment was




adopted and the bill was approved and
recommended for placement on the
Consent Calendar.

The discussion on class size began with
a brief overview and the history of the
existing formula used to reduce class size,
presented by Eric Nauman, Senate fiscal
analyst. In 1993 the Legislature enacted
legislation to provide funds to reduce
class size in grades K-6 to an instructor/
learner ratio of 1:17. The funds must first
be directed to the lower grades and then
to higher grades as revenue becomes
available. Nauman noted that making
policy for the entire state becomes
difficult when you consider some districts
have already achieved the mandated class
size, while some have not and are using
the funds for other purposes. He went on
to say the current statute provides no
system to monitor the use of the funds.

Wiger asked if there was convincing
evidence on whether class size improves
the learning outcome of students.
“Research shows,” said Pogemiller, “that
lower class size is not the only determin-
ing factor.”

Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista) asked
if the money is used solely to buy down
class size and if so, what mechanics are
required of the school districts in order to
do this. Tom Melcher, program finance
manager of the Minnesota Dept. of
Children, Families and Learning, re-
sponded that, “the department sends out
guidelines, but each district does it
differently; our department doesn’t get a
detailed plan as to how this is being
done.” He stated that basically, the
money is set aside while the district
prepares its budget and then it is applied
to the instructor/learner ratio in the
lower grades first.

Melcher provided the committee with
an updated elementary analysis that
showed statewide, the learner/instructor
ratio for grades K-6 improved from 20.24
students per teacher in 1990-91 to 18.34
students per teacher in 1996-97. An-
other trend shown in the analysis was
learner/instructor ratios have improved
both statewide and in the Metro Area;
kindergarten and grades 1 through 3
showed the most improvement. Melcher
also noted that the instructor/learner
ratio includes special subject teachers,
such as music and physical education
teachers, as well as regular classroom
teachers, therefore actual class size may
be larger while the instructor/learner
ratio is lower.

Rules and Administration

Advisory opinions sought

The Rules and Administration Sub-
committee on Ethical Conduct met
Tues., Jan. 12, to hear requests for
advisory opinions from two Senators.

The committee received new evidence
regarding the request from Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples). Sams requested the
advisory opinion after reports surfaced
that he received payment from the
University of Minnesota’s College of
Agriculture, Food and Environmental
Science (COAFES) which originated
from a Legislative appropriation bill that
he sponsored in 1997. The committee
explored whether the money paid to
Sams for the work he did in the fall of
1997 originated from the state appropria-
tion, whether Sams knew the source of
the money, and when the contract for the
work was drafted and signed. The bi-
partisan subcommittee, chaired by Sen.
Ember Junge (DFL-New Hope), heard
testimony from Sams and three other
people with knowledge of the circum-
stances.

Shelley Diment, an administrator with
COAFES, testified under oath about two
telephone conversations she had -- both
of which she recorded on audiotape --
one with COAFES Dean Mike Martin,
and the other with Sams. Diment said
that in her May 6, 1998 conversation
with Martin, she questioned the propriety
of the $12,500 payment made to Sams
from state dollars. In response, Martin
arranged for a contract to be drafted
between Sams and a third party, Media
Integrated Training Services (MITS), so
that the payment to Sams would not
come directly from the state appropria-
tion. Diment also said that Martin
became angry with her for raising the
issue. When questioned about her taped
conversation with Sams which occurred
two days later, Diment said that Sams
was aware by that time that state money
had been used to pay him. In a transcript
of the conversation, Sams said that he
“should just give it back and say ‘that’s it’
and forget it” because it wasn’t worth the
risk.

Next, the panel received sworn
testimony about the contract from
Martin via telephone. Martin said that
he believed that Sams thought that the
payment would come from private
money. Martin said that when he paid

Sams, the “Dean’s discretionary fund,”
from which he intended to pay Sams, had
been depleted but he was soon expecting
a $96,000 donation to replenish it.
Martin said that he used whatever money
he could find to pay Sams, with the
intention to repay that source of money
from the expected donation. Martin said
that in retrospect he should have been
more careful, but he didn’t think it was a
big deal at the time.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New
Ulm) asked Martin if he drafted the
contract between Sams and MITS.
Martin replied that he wrote memos
about what terms he wanted in the
contract, but the contract was actually
written by MITS director Tom Powell.
Martin said that it was his idea to use
MITS as a third party through which to
pay Sams.

Afterwards, the committee received
sworn testimony via telephone from
Powell. Powell said that the contract
between Sams and MITS was drafted by
Martin, but that Powell didn’t receive it
from Martin until June 18, 1998, after an
audit was begun by the University into
the matter. Powell said that his office
reprocessed the contract with their
letterhead and sent it to Sams on June
22,1998 for signing. Sams said that he
dated his signature on the contract
October 1, 1997 to represent the time
that he began the work he performed for
COAFES.

Junge closed the fact finding phase of
the proceedings in the Sams case and said
the panel planned to vote on the findings
the following week.

The panel also heard a request for an
advisory opinion from Sen. Dan Stevens
(R-Mora) as to whether a job he has been
offered might present a conflict of
interests with his duties as a Senator. In
a prepared statement, Stevens said that
he has received a job offer from the C.E.
Rogers Company to be the project
manager for the construction of a
wastewater treatment facility in Mora.
Stevens said that funding for the project
comes from a grant from the Dept. of
Trade and Economic Development
(DTED) and was authorized as part of the
1998 bonding bill. He said that although
he helped write the grant request, he did
not author legislation to create the
program and he did not support the
bonding bill when it passed the Senate.
Stevens also said that he can’t foresee the
grant program coming before the Legisla-
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ture in the near future, but if it does, he
intends to excuse himself from voting
according to the applicable Senate rules.

Stevens was then questioned by
committee counsel Peter \Wattson on the
details of Stevens’ involvement with the
project and prior work for the city of
Mora. Stevens said that it was the idea
of Mora city officials to apply for the
grant, not his own, and that he did not
gain any confidential information from
city officials that could be used by the
C.E. Rogers company to win the contract
for the wastewater treatment facility.
Stevens also said that the company
approached him with the job offer, rather
than the other way around. Wattson said
that because nothing in the facts of the
matter indicate a previous conflict of
interest and that Stevens indicated that
he will excuse himself from voting if any
relevant matters come before the Senate,
the job did not present a conflict of
interests. The panel agreed with the
opinion and planned to formally vote on
it at a later meeting.

Transportation

Issue overview given

Partnership, a more multi-modal focus
and improvement of productivity and
efficiency were cited as the primary
themes for the Department of Transpor-
tation (Mn/DOT) at a meeting of the
Transportation Committee held Tues.,
Jan. 12. Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.)
chaired the meeting. Elwyn Tinkenberg,
commissioner of transportation, indicated
that he wants to work in a partnership
with other entities, such as the Legisla-
ture, transit, construction companies,
cities and counties. He also stressed the
need for a broader focus for the depart-
ment, exploring opportunities with
biking, hiking and railroad systems. He
added that he wants to avoid some of the
tremendous costs associated with delays
in construction and assure the public that
money is being used effectively.

Edwin Cahoon, deputy commissioner
and chief financial officer for Mn/DOT,
told the committee that the department
is in the midst of a number of efforts to
increase its efficiency.

“We're involved in a program called
Activity-based Costing,” he said. “This
allows an organization to understand fully
its costs. We measure output.” He noted
that a major restructuring of the

department’s work force is under way,
with an emphasis on creating a staff that
can do many different tasks.

“We're involved with the University of
Minnesota Center for Transportation
Studies, looking at what has caused urban
sprawl and what role transportation
plays,” he said. Cahoon said he is
working on an update of a transportation
plan.. He also described the possibilities
of living snow fences- planted vegetation
that could save money on snow plowing.
Cahoon said his department is studying
the 19,600 bridges in the state of Minne-
sota and the large costs of repairing some
of those bridges in the future.

Tinkenberg responded that it some-
times takes too long to deliver on
projects, and meanwhile the expenses are
growing. “Delays are expensive and come
back to the taxpayers,” he said. He added
that he wants to make it clear to the
Legislature how Mn/DOT uses taxpayers’
money.

Concerns were raised by Sen. Mark
Ourada (R-Buffalo) about traffic growth
areas that do not receive sufficient snow
removal and what he said is Mn/DOT’s
use of “the biggest, best and latest
equipment.” Cahoon replied that Mn/
DOT is a technology-driven organization
that uses state-of-the-art equipment. He
said the work force had been cut by 2,000
because of the department’s technology
investment.

Al Schenkelberg, investment manage-
ment director, brought committee
members up to date on federal legisla-
tion. A major feature of the federal
legislation is the strengthening it pro-
vides for safety programs. Much of the
funding is offered to states as incentives
for increasing seat belt and child safety
seat usage, lowering the blood alcohol
level that constitutes a DUI offense and
deterring drunk driving.

Public safety discussed
Commissioner of Public Safety Charlie
Weaver presented an overview of his
department’s issues at the Transportation
Committee meeting held Weds., Jan. 13.
The committee is chaired by Sen. Carol
Flynn (DFL-Mpls.). Weaver said he does
not know yet what his department budget
will be, but he cited some of the most
frequently asked questions he has heard
regarding driver and vehicle issues: Why
do | have to stand in line so long? Why
does my license fade after only a year?

Why can’t | renew my license over the
Internet, or pay with a credit card?

Weaver noted two other problem areas
in the Public Safety Department. He said
a large number of immigrants are taking
their driving road tests, and many are
failing and coming back several times to
repeat the test. “We have the same
number of testers, but with this huge
influx of immigrantsn we need more
testers,” Weaver said. He also said there
is a need for more computerized written
tests. Four languages are being added to
the computers: Hmong, Vietnamese,
Russian and Somali. Weaver said many
people bring their own interpreters for
the written tests, and testers are needed
to work with the interpreters.

Weaver commented that the Public
Safety Department could benefit from a
centralized computer system, a need that
was emphasized by Flynn. “As a commit-
tee, we have thought there should be a
good computerized system,” Flynn said,
“to keep track of things like unlicensed
drivers and scheduling.”

Weaver also spoke of the need for
increasing the number of state troopers.
He said some areas of rural Minnesota are
without 24-hour coverage. He said 40
minutes was the fastest response time in
smaller communities because of the lack
of manpower. “There are troopers with
failing radios, and Motorola doesn’t even
make the parts anymore,” he said. He
said he is hoping to increase the State
Patrol by 25 troopers at a cost of $5
million. He said he is also asking to
replace two of the department’s helicop-
ters, which are very old. “These helicop-
ters can play a big part in safer criminal
pursuits, rather than car chases. They can
save lives,” he said.

Col. Anne Beers of the State Patrol
said. She said she has asked for an
additional trooper position to protect the
governor and his family. “Today’s world
is different from 20 or 30 years ago,” she
said, “and families need protection.”
Beers also reported on the State Patrol’s
diversity efforts. The position of a
community service officer has been
created, and three candidates have been
selected. She also spoke about the
Intelligent Traffic System (ITS), saying it
is a key to the future success of the
department. Beers said ITS has
a system which can detect where the
center line is, a function that can be
helpful in winter driving.
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Monday, January 18

Senate offices will be closed in honor of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Tuesday, January 19

K-12 Education Budget Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller

8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Environment and Agriculture Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

8 a.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: Pollution Control Agency
Environmental Enforcement.

Family and Early Childhood Education
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Safe and Healthy Communities:
overview and evaluation.

Health and Family Security Committee
Chair: Sen. John Hottinger

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 25-Samuelson: Nursing
home restraints.

Jobs, Energy and Community Develop-
ment Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak

10 a.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: Tour of Northern States Power
trading floor, control room and grain
exchange.

Senate is in Session at 12 noon.

Joint Governmental Operations and
Veterans Committee and Governmental
Operations Budget Division

Chairs: Sen. James Metzen and Sen.
Leonard Price

12 noon Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Discussion of Legislative Audit
Reports: Department of Employee
Relations; Minnesota State Lottery; Arts
Board.

Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Dallas Sams

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Scoping document, GEIS on
animal agriculture; Rules relating to the
application of “connected actions” to
animal feedlots.

Information Policy Task Force

Chair: Anne Barry

7 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Review and consider comment
from public hearing. Finalize Report.

Wednesday, January 20

K-12 Education Budget Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller

8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Family and Early Childhood Education
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: The Power of Attachment:
Implications for Policymakers. Presenta-
tion by Martha Farrell Erickson, Phd.,
Director, Children, Youth and Family
Consortium, University of Minnesota
and Byron Egeland, Ph.D., Professor,
Institute of Child Development, Univer-
sity of Minnesota.

Transportation Committee

Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn

10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Discussion of vehicle registra-
tion tax, including S.F. 16-Johnson, D.J.;
S.F.-20 Metzen; S.F.-48 Fischbach; S.F.-
100 Metzen; S.F.-110 Lessard. No action
will be taken.

Joint Crime Prevention and Judiciary
Budget Division and Judiciary Committee
Chairs: Sen. Randy Kelly and Sen. Jane
Ranum

12 noon Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Minnesota Legislative Auditor
Report: Juvenile Out-of-Home Place-
ment Program Evaluation.

Election Laws Committee

Chair: Sen. John Marty

12 noon Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: S. F. 87-Marty: Public right to
know. S.F. 88-Marty: Membership
qualifications for Campaign Finance &
Public Disclosure Board.

Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard

12 noon Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Presentation of the Fish Stock-
ing Subcommittee findings.

Governmental Operations Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. Leonard Price

2 p.m. Room 125 Capitol

Agenda: Dept. of Finance Performance
and Audit Reports for MN Accounting
and Procurement System and SEMA4
Database Security Audit.

Local and Metropolitan Government
Committee

Chair: Sen. Jim Vickerman

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 2-Kelley, S.P.: Y2K problem.

Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 89-Junge: Harassment/
stalking penalty enhancement for prior
offenses in other states. Dept. of Correc-
tions report on alternatives to
Minnesota’s civil commitment of sexually
dangerous persons and persons with
sexual psychopathic personalities.

Thursday, January 21
The Senate is in Session at 9 a.m.

Joint Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee and Health
and Family Security Committee

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Chairs: Sen. Steven Novak and Sen. John
Hottinger

Agenda: Overview of legislative actions
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on welfare to work - panel discussion
with Minnesota Department of Human
Services, Department of Economic
Security, Department of Trade and
Economic Development, Department of
Labor and Industry, and MN State
Colleges and Universities.

Joint Governmental Operations and
Veterans Committee and Governmental
Operations Budget Division

Chairs: Sen. James Metzen and Sen.
Leneord Price

12 noon Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Discussion of Legislative Audit
Report regarding the Department of
Administration.

Transportation Committee

Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn

12 noon Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Presentations by the Regional
Rail Authorities.

Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Dallas Sams

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 132-Hanson: Extending the
agricultural property tax classification to
property used for the production for sale
of insects. S.F. 57-Stevens: Providing for
shared savings loans for demonstration
projects of manure digester technology.
S.F. 37- Lesewski: Relating to drainage.

Friday, January 22

Family and Early Childhood Education
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Prevention and intervention
process overview

Health and Family Security Committee
Chair: Sen. John Hottinger

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Tour of the St. Paul Technical
College and the ISEEK program.

Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen. Jane Ranum

12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Informational hearing on
Employer Reference Immunity.

Crime Prevention and Judiciary Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. Randy Kelly

2 p.m. Room Capitol

Agenda: Dept. of Corrections reports to
the Legislature; Community Based Sex
Offender Program Evaluation Project;
Recommendations regarding educational
funding mechanisms - Red Wing.
Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines
Commission - review sentencing prac-
tices report and the report to the Legisla-
ture - Debra Dailey, executive director.
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Senate Highlights

Deadlines set

This week, Majority Leader Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine) announced the committee
deadlines agreed to by House and Senate
leaders for the 1999 session. Under the
agreement, Fri., Mar. 19, is the deadline
by which Senate policy committees must
hear bills originating in the Senate and
House policy committees must hear bills
originating in the House. The second
deadline, Weds., Mar. 31, is the deadline
by which time policy committees of each
body must hear bills originating in the
other body. The third deadline, Fri.,
Apr. 16, is the deadline for the omnibus
budget bills. Senate committees will not
meet Thursday, Apr. 1, or Monday, Apr.
5 in order for members to return to their
districts.

Members of the Senate held brief floor
sessions Tuesday, Jan. 19 and Thursday,
Jan. 21. At this point in the legislative
session, floor sessions are held primarily
for the purpose of introducing bills,
referring bills to the appropriate commit-
tee and processing the referral of bills
from one committee to another. Consid-
eration of bills by the full Senate occurs
after the measures have been thoroughly
examined by the appropriate committees
and referred back to the Senate Floor.

Registration tax reviewed

Minnesota’s vehicle registration tax
was reviewed at the Transportation
Committee meeting Weds., Jan. 20. Sen.
Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) chaired the
meeting, in which several bills regarding
vehicle registration tax reduction were
also presented.

Amy Vennewitz, legislative fiscal
analyst, said that Minnesota’s registration
tax ranks in about the middle, compared
to other states. “Our rank varies depend-
ing on the value and age of the vehicle,”
she said. The average registration tax
paid in Minnesota is higher than that in
neighboring states of Wisconsin, North
and South Dakota and lowa. Vennewitz
said that 100 percent of revenues from
the vehicle registration tax are deposited
in the Highway User Tax Distribution
Fund (HUTDF) and may be spent only
for “highway purposes.” She reported that
in 1998, almost half of the total HUTDF
revenues came from the registration tax.
“Registration taxes have provided growth
beyond the rate of inflation,” she said.

Currently owners of passenger vehicles
pay an annual registration tax based upon
the value and age of the vehicle. Owners
of vehicles that are 11 years and older
pay a flat tax of $35. According to
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Vennewitz, of the $511 million collected
from vehicle registration tax in FY 1998,
85 percent was paid by passenger ve-
hicles, 12 percent by commercial trucks
and 3 percent by other classes of vehicles.

Vennewitz cited the benefits of the
current passenger vehicle registration tax
as raising a significant amount of money
for HUTDF and annual revenue growth.
Vennewitz said that about 40 percent of
the vehicles are taxed the minimum of
$35 and the tax is deductible on federal
and state income tax returns.

From a negative standpoint, many
taxpayers view the tax on newer vehicles
as being too high and want the deprecia-
tion schedule to provide for a tax
reduction every year, Vennewitz said. In
addition, Vennewitz said the tax on
newer vehicles is significantly higher
than in neighboring states and many
taxpayers feel transportation taxes should
be user-fee based, rather than value-
based.

Committee members heard several
options for changing the registration tax
from Senate staff. The options include
charging a flat registration tax, simply
reducing the tax rate, changing the
depreciation schedule, setting a maxi-
mum tax or assessing a weight registra-
tion tax. Each option has both pros and
cons. For example, Vennewitz said that
while a flat registration tax is easily
understandable and will significantly
reduce taxes for owners of newer ve-
hicles, this option also has a potential for
substantial revenue loss and would result
in a tax increase for the 40 percent
currently paying the minimum tax.

In tax rate reduction, all owners of
vehicles not paying the minimum tax
would see a tax reduction and the annual
growth rate in revenues is maintained.
However, this plan keeps the current
hard to understand formula and is not
user-fee based. Vennewitz said that
changing the depreciation schedule can
give more significant tax relief to owners
of the newest vehicles and provide tax
reductions from year to year. However,
revenue loss will probably range from $50
to $100 million. Setting a maximum tax,
according to Vennewitz, provides tax
relief to those currently paying the most
and creates no tax increase for those
paying the minimum. She said the option
does not provide tax relief across the
board and can result in a significant
revenue loss. Vennewitz said the weight-




based registration tax is more regressive
in that owners of older, heavier vehicles
often pay a higher tax than owners of
newer vehicles.

Members then discussed several bills
related to the vehicle registration tax.
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
authored S.F. 16, designed to reduce
passenger vehicle registration taxes. The
bill requires the commissioner of finance
to transfer at least $80 million from the
general fund to HUTDF in FY 2001-2002
and in each biennial budget thereafter.
The bill also reduces the passenger
automobile tax rate from 1.25 percent of
the vehicles’s base value to .95 percent of
the base value, effective Jan. 1, 2000, and
appropriates $40 million from the general
fund to HUTDF.

Two bills authored by Sen. James
Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul) reduce by
half the vehicle registration tax and leave
the $35 flat rate alone. S.F. 20 creates a
surface transportation fund that may be
expended by appropriation for any state
surface transportation purpose. Under the
bill receipts from the sales tax on motor
vehicles (MVET) will be divided equally
between the surface transportation fund
and the general fund. The bill also
appropriates $180 million from the
surface transportation fund for transfer to
HUTDF and $16 million from the surface
transportation fund to the Met Council
for transit capital. The measure proposes
a constitutional amendment to require
the Legislature to appropriate at least 50
percent of MVET each fiscal year from
the general fund for surface transporta-
tion needs. S.F. 100 credits 62 percent of
the proceeds of MVET to the general
fund and 38 percent to HUTDF.

A bill imposing a flat vehicle registra-
tion tax was presented by Sen. Michelle
Fischbach (R-Paynesville). S.F. 48
creates a new category called “commer-
cial automobile” for taxation purposes.
Commercial automobiles are subject to
the current passenger automobile vehicle
registration tax of $10 plus 1.25 percent
of base value. Only commercial vehicles
pay tax at this rate. Passenger automo-
biles used exclusively for personal
noncommercial activities are taxed at the
rate of $35 annually. The bill provides
that revenue from MVET be deposited in
the general fund, then 50 percent of
those receipts must be transferred to
HUTDF.

The final bill presented was authored

by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North
Branch). S.F. 151 reduces the passenger
vehicle registration tax rate from 1.25
percent of the vehicle’s base value to one
percent of the base value and changes the
depreciation schedule to 100 percent in
year one, 90 percent in year two, 80
percent in year three, 70 percent in year
four, 60 percent in year five, 50 percent
in year six, 40 percent in year seven, 30
percent in year eight, 20 percent in year
nine and 10 percent in year ten. Vehicles
in the eleventh year and older remain at
the current total tax of $35. Fifty percent
of MVET revenue is deposited in the
general fund, 20 percent in the transit
assistance fund and 30 percent in
HUTDF. If a proposed constitutional
amendment is adopted by voters in the
2000 election, a section will be added to
the Minnesota Constitution that requires
at least 30 percent of the proceeds from
the sales tax on new and used motor
vehicles be deposited in HUTDF and 20
percent into a fund for transit assistance.
No action was taken on any of the bills.

Restraint bill okayed

Members of the Health and Family
Security Committee, chaired by Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), ap-
proved S.F. 25, a bill regarding the use of
nursing home restraints, at the meeting
held Tues., Jan. 19.

The bill authorizes nursing facilities to
provide side rail restraints on the beds of
residents even when not required to treat
a medical symptom if the facility informs
the resident of alternatives to restraints
and the risks involved with restraint use,
the restraint use is requested by the
resident and if the resident signs a
consent form. A family member or legal
representative may act in the place of a
resident who is not competent.

Current law restricts the use of re-
straints on nursing home residents. The
bill provides that the provision of a
physical restraint under the above
conditions is not grounds for a citation by
the commissioner of health and is not a
violation of the state rule requiring
residents to be free from any physical or
chemical restraints imposed for discipline
or convenience purposes and not to treat
medical symptoms.

The chief author of the bill, Sen. Don
Samuelson, (DFL-Brainerd), said the
attitude that government “knows best”

should stop and that the resident, their
family and the nursing home should
decide if a bed rail is necessary for each
resident.

Eagan resident Barb Ritter was one of
three citizens who testified on the
necessity of passing the bill. She said her
85 year old grandfather, a nursing home
resident of four years, slept with side rails
from the day of his admission to the
home, but in July of 1998, she was
informed the rails would be removed
because the state Department of Health
was enforcing the Minnesota Statute. In
September, she said, her grandfather fell
out of bed, resulting in injuries so severe
he spent four hours in an emergency
room and required the care of a plastic
surgeon. She said he needed both
internal and external stitches, broke both
his dental plates and was bruised and
swollen. Although her grandfather has
recovered now, she said his is an accident
that could have been avoided.

In her remarks to the committee, Linda
Sutherland, director of the Facility and
Provider Compliance Division with the
Minnesota Department of Health, said
she was not sure if the proposed legisla-
tion would work as well as it was in-
tended. She said she was not speaking in
opposition or support of the bill, but
simply there to provide technical
assistance. She pointed out that people
have suffered injuries and have even died
after becoming tangled in the side bar or
wedged between the side bar and the
mattress. She also said many have been
known to climb over the side bar.

Others involved in issues relating to
nursing homes were present to provide
their opinions regarding the bill. Scott
Allen, administrator of the Birchwood
Health Center in Minneapolis, said he
feels “relief “ and “gratitude” that the
committee is forcing the side bar issue
with the Legislature. He said he
“strongly supports” the overall goal of the
bill. Iris Freeman, from the Advocacy
Center for Long Term Care, said the side
rail issue has created a great deal of “soul
searching” in her organization. Offering
some advice for the members of the
committee, she said the scope of the bill
should be limited to side rails, the defini-
tion of a residents competency should be
clarified and the Deparment of Health
should compile data regarding injuries
due to side rails and falls from bed. The
bill was referred to the budget division.




Committee update

Agriculture and Rural
Development

Hog crisis discussed

Representatives of several groups
affected by the hog situation testified
before the Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment Committee Thurs., Jan. 14. The
committee, chaired by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), listened for four hours as
hog farmers, lenders and others affected
by this situation described the current
crisis and suggested ways the Legislature
could help provide relief to the pork
producers.

Minnesota Dept. of Agriculture
Assistant Commissioner Perry Aasness,
cited two major contributing factors to
the hog crisis. He said there has been an
increase in hog production combined
with an increase in the number of
Canadian hogs imported, which has
created a larger supply of hogs. Secondly,
the processing capacity has diminished
due to the closing of some major process-
ing plants, said Perry. He went on to say
“This is a national and even international
problem, not just a Minnesota problem.
The USDA has taken steps to help,
however, by making money available to
hog producers.”

“Couldn’t we see this coming?” asked
Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn).
Dave Preisler, executive director,
Minnesota Pork Producers, said that they
really could not see it coming. While
hog operations were expanding, several
packing plants closed and they had no
way of foreseeing that, he said. This
caused a bottleneck to develop, accord-
ing to Preisler. “Although the product is
moving, the dollar isn’t getting shared
well at the producer level,” Preisler said.
Sen. Charles Berg (IND-Chokio) said the
problem now is recapitalizing the
operations still in existence. Preisler said
the best way to do that is through the
marketplace, but until the market price
for hogs is restored, some type of stopgap
measure is needed.

Hormel Director of Hog Procurement
Raymond Bjornson, told the committee
the current situation has created a lot of
untruths. He said the crisis has more to
do with an oversupply of hogs than with
a lack of processing capacity. In response
to questions about hogs purchased on a
contract, Bjornson said one reason
Hormel created long term contracts was

to help keep farmers in business, since
hog production is a very capital intensive
business and most producers can’t assume
the market risk. In addition, since sow
numbers are decreasing in Minnesota, it
assures a long term supply of hogs for the
processor, he said.

Several hog farmers described how
they’ve been affected by the crisis.
Dennis Timmerman, Boyd, Minnesota,
said that only 19 percent of hogs are
marketed on a cash basis and this skews
the market, since the price for the whole
industry is determined by the 19 percent.
Timmerman suggested that true market
discovery is needed to determine the fair
value of the hogs. He said increasing the
number of independent hog producers
would help to create a fair market value.
“I would like to see something done
about contract situations here and in the
surrounding states,” said Timmerman, “to
see if there is price collusion, especially
related to window and ledger contracts.”

Paul Zimmerman, of Waseca County,
who is with the Farm Bureau Swine
Committee, told members that the single
biggest increase in cost on his farm is
property taxes. He said property tax
relief for rural Minnesota farmers would
be an excellent place for relief to start,
rather than subsidizing an industry that
traditionally has never been subsidized.

A hog farmer from Rice County, Mark
Bartusek, spoke on behalf of the Minne-
sota Pork Producers. He said he agreed
that property tax relief for farms would be
welcome, and in addition, stated that his
organization is in full favor of market
disclosure for hog prices. He would like
to see disclosure implemented on a
federal level, since disclosure ultimately
helps every producer.

Representatives from the lending com-
munity presented their concerns to the
committee. “Lenders are very concerned
about the profitability and debt structure
of our pork producers,” said John
Connacker, of the Minnesota Bankers
Association. The Association has
encouraged all of their members to meet
with hog producers and be proactive,
instead of reactive. Mark Novak, Amer-
icana National Bank, told the committee
that federal guarantee programs exist, but
in order to use them a positive cash flow
has to be insured. He said the lenders
could help sustain some of the farms that
are borderline if they could get someone
to “help them share the risk”.

Rupert Fraser, representing Fibrowatt,
Ltd., spoke to the committee about his
company, which develops, builds, owns,
and operates electrical power stations
that use poultry litter and related biomass
as the fuel. He stated that since Minne-
sota is the second largest producer of
turkeys in the country, it is an ideal
location for a facility of this type. Fraser
asked the committee to consider classify-
ing poultry litter as a renewable energy
source, like biomass. He said the
generation of renewable energy, the
recycling of nutrients, and the reduction
of pollution is a local solution to a local
problem in which everyone wins.

GEIS update

The scoping document of the Generic
Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS)
on animal agriculture was presented to
the Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee Tues., Jan. 19. Sen Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples) chairs the commit-
tee.

Environmental Quality Board Project
Manager Susan Schmidt, explained that
the GEIS on animal agriculture is a
statewide study authorized and funded by
the 1998 Minnesota Legislature and
ordered by the EQB. She said this study
provides Minnesotans with objective
information and offers them an opportu-
nity to weigh future policy options.

The scoping document is the result of
the first phase of the project and outlines
what topics will be addressed in the GEIS
on animal agriculture as well as proposed
study goals and objectives and an overall
study framework, said to Schmidt. The
first phase is aimed at determining
specific topics to include in the statewide
study on animal agriculture, she said.
The scoping document is based on
extensive public input during the period
June 1998 to December 1998, said
Schmidt. The EQB held a series of six
public meetings in which approximately
800 people attended, she said. The
purpose of the meetings was to get public
input on the question of “What topics
should be included in this statewide study
on animal agriculture,” Schmidt said.

There are two more phases to the
study, which will be completed in 2000,
said Schmidt. The final GEIS will be
presented to the Legislature in 2001.
The overall goal of the GEIS is to help
the people of Minnesota understand the
issues and controversy surrounding




animal agriculture, said Schmidt. The
success of the final GEIS will be mea-
sured by how well it educates and informs
the public and the lawmakers, and by the
extent to which the information is
reflected in future policy decisions
enacted by state and local governments,
she said.

Gregg Downing, environmental review
program, EQB, discussed proposed rules
relating to the application of connected
actions to animal feedlots. The proposed
rule amendment eliminates the require-
ment that certain multi-site animal
feedlots be treated as connected actions,
and it lowers the size thresholds at which
new feedlots and expansions require
preparation of an environmental assess-
ment worksheet (EAW), said Downing.
The proposal also changes the exemption
category for feedlots, to exempt feedlot
projects that are not now exempted from
the program, Downing said.

The need for the rule amendment
comes from the Legislative directive that
the EQB revise and clarify the applica-
tion of connected actions to animal
feedlots, according to the statement of
need and reasonableness prepared by the
EQB and presented by Downing. The
underlying problem that caused the
Legislature to give the directive is
controversy over the treatment of multi-
site feedlots as connected actions, and
the more fundamental controversy caused
by the trend of increasing large feedlots,
particularly hog feedlots, said Downing.

Before the EQB proposed the rule
change they solicited public input, said
Downing. A series of public hearings will
be held during the month of January with
additional days of hearing scheduled if
necessary, he said. He said it is impor-
tant to the EQB to hear public comment
before the modification in the law is
made.

Crime Prevention

DWI issues reviewed

A recurring theme of the complexity
of current DWI laws was stressed at a
meeting of the Crime Prevention
Committee Fri., Jan. 15. The committee
was chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (D.L.-
Mpls.). A judicial perspective was offered
by Judge James Dehn, representing the
Tenth Judicial District, Isanti County.
Dehn said that practical day-to-day issues
on electronic monitoring and sentencing

must be simplified. “We have not done a
good job on educating judges across the
state on the benefits of monitoring and
how it works,” Dehn said. He emphasized
that the DWI laws should not be made
any more complicated.

Capt. Mike Asleson of the Minnesota
State Patrol said the percentage of
alcohol-related crashes is down. He said
the process of DWI arrests is complex,
with the arresting officer spending a lot
of time in discussion with attorneys. Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) asked if any
jurisdictions in the United States handle
procedures differently, and if someone
else in the system could meet with the
arrested driver’s attorney. Asleson said
that years ago an alcohol van was on the
scene, with its operators carrying out the
arrest. “We’ve considered having one
officer just do the processing,” he said.

Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Anoka) said he
was a deputy commander of the State
Patrol in Minneapolis for 14 years, and it
was easier if the individual officer who
made the arrest followed the process all
the way through. Lt. Dave Graham of the
Minnesota State Patrol agreed, saying the
amount of time required does cost, but it
is exaggerated. “I would not like someone
taking over the procedure,” he said. “l do
think more video cameras would help
greatly, though.” Asleson said he
believed lowering prohibited alcohol
concentration in Minnesota’s DWI law
from .10 to .08 would save lives. He
added that the main thing is to not make
the current laws any more complex.

Perspectives on DWI issues from the
views of both prosecution and defense
were examined by Marsh Halberg, part-
time Edina city prosecutor and DWI
defense attorney. He said the defense is
finding DWI charges a more complicated
and expensive process to defend. The
pro