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Presidential primary delay approved

Members of the Senate reconvened
Tues., Feb. 18, after a four week hiatus to
continue the second portion of the 77th
Legislative session. One of the first
actions taken by the Senate was a vote to
override the gubernatorial veto of a bill
delaying the presidential primary for four
years. Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville),
sponsor of the measure, S.F. 1598, said
that the estimated costs of conducting the
primary--about $3 million--places too
heavy a burden on local units of govern­
ment in a time of tight fiscal constraints.
He said that local units have delayed
setting primary election machinery in
motion in the hope that the Legislature
would override the veto and delay the
primary.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook)
argued against the motion to override the
veto. "Primaries generate excitement and
involvement in the electoral process; we
can find the resources to aid local govern­
ments in conducting the primary,"
Johnson said. Sen. Fritz Knaak OR-White
Bear Lake) also argued against overriding
the veto. "It is the party leadership in
both parties that are the opponents of the
primary, but a primary will broaden public
participation," Knaak said.

However, Sen. Pat McGowan (IR­
Maple Grove), countered that the delay
would allow time for the Legislature to
pass a bill that addresses the funding issues
and the issues surrounding party declara­
tions. The motion to override the veto
was approved by a broad bi-partisan vote
of 56-9.

In other action, Senators granted final
passage to a measure expanding the list of
offenses that result in a person becoming
ineligible for a pistol permit. Under the
bill, S.F. 1619, sponsored by Marty, a
person would not be able to obtain a pistol
permit if convicted of a felony or of
malicious punishment of a child.

NW Airlines bill to panel
Members of the Committee on Rules

and Administration, chaired by Sen.
Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine), met briefly

Thurs., Feb. 20, to deliberate on the
appropriate venue for a bill dealing with
the Northwest Airlines financing package.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. Charles
Berg (DFL-Chokio), prohibits Metropoli­
tan Airports Commission bond proceeds
from being used to pay down leveraged
buy-out debt. Berg said that the bill,
which was in the Rules and Administra­
tion Committee by a motion made on the
floor, should be sent to the full Senate for
debate. However, Sen. Sam Solon (DFL­
Duluth), offered a substitute motion to
send the bill to the Economic Develop­
ment and Housing Committee. The
motion to send the bill to committee for
further discussion was approved on a 16­
10 roll call vote.

Sexual harassment and violence
The Early Childhood and Special

Populations Subcommittee of the Educa­
tion Committee met Wed., Feb. 19, and
began work on a legislative proposal
aimed at the problems of sexual harass­
ment and violence. Senator Judy Traub
(DFL-Minnetonka), chair of the subcom­
mittee, said its time for the state to start
to invest money in preventing sexual
harassment and violence. Traub also
pointed out that the proposal makes good
economic sense in light of the costly state
programs that focus on corrections.

S.F. 1815, authored by Traub, requires
school districts to implement a program to
reduce physical and emotional violence;
identify and reduce the incidents of sexual
harassment; and reduce child abuse and
neglect. The bill also requires the
commissioners of education, human
services, and human rights to assist the
school districts in developing a program.

The proposal outlines minimum
requirements for the programs, including
planning materials and information about
the impact of violence and sexual harass­
ment, the need for nonviolent conflict
resolution, the need for identification of
sexual harassment, and the need for
parent education. Under Traub's bill,
school districts are to develop a compre­
hensive curriculum for students at all
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grade levels on abuse prevention that
includes sexual stereotyping awareness
and teaches appropriate behavior. The
bill also calls for cooperation and coordi­
nation among districts and other regional
resources, including battered women's
programs, sexual assault centers, and
community councils. The involvement of
parents and other community members is
encouraged through the community
councils.

The school districts are also required to
provide in-service education for all
licensed and nonlicensed staff and school
board members. One witness told the
committee that it was important that all
staff be trained because, for example, a
student may only be comfortable reporting
abuse to a janitor or bus driver whom they
trust.

Several witnesses testified in favor of
the bill, including Attorney General
Hubert Humphrey III, who told the
committee violence and harassment
prevention must become an integral part
of every educational setting. Jeff Gorfine
from the Olmsted County Community
Action Program testified that without this
bill "we will not have a culture that is
receptive" to dealing with sexual harass­
ment and violence.

The committee recommended unani­
mously that the bill pass and rereferred it
the Education Funding Division to
consider the financing provisions of the
bill. At a later committee hearing, mem­
bers will hear additional bills relating to
prevention and awareness sponsored by
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)
and Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.).

Service for hearing~impaired

available
The Minnesota Senate is continuing to

offer TDD service for the hearing im­
paired. The TDD telecommunications
service allows deaf or hearing-impaired
persons to communicate with staff in
order to find out bill status, content and
authorship. The telephone number for
the TDD service is (612) 296-0250.
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ment of once-through cooling systems
with environmentally acceptable cooling
systems. An amendment by Janet
Johnson establishes provisions for a
county to give up responsibility for a sewer
system to another organization. One final
amendment, offered by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
spreads the cost of a 'wastewater treatment
plant in Cloquet across the entire city,
rather than only the users of the system.
All three amendments were approved.

H.P. 2717, sponsored by Morse,
establishes measures for the monitoring of
nitrates in the state's water supply. The
bill also modifies requirements for well
disclosure certificates and sealing of wells.
The Senators approved an amendment by
Morse that prohibits the denial of a grade
A dairy pertnit solely because of a lack of
compliance with minimum distance
requirements between a water well and
dairy barn.

S.P. 2437, also sponsored by Morse,
makes numerous changes to the state's
pollution control measures. The changes
are needed, according to Morse, to attain
conformance with the federal Clean Air
Act. Morse offered an amendment that
removes the cap that limits fees for the
state's largest toxic polluters. Morse said
that the amendment corrects a situation
under current law wherein "the largest
polluters pay the lowest rate" for pollut­
ing. An amendment offered by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), calls for a
study on the effects of video display
terminals on workers. Both amendments
were approved. Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), offered an amendment that
consolidates the Dept. of Natural Re­
sources, the Pollution Control Agency
and several other state natural resources
and pollution-related organizations into
one Dept. of Environmental Protection
and Conservation, After considerable
discussion, Pogemiller withdrew the
amendment.

H.P. 2649, sponsored by Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls.), establishes a process
to shorten the redemption period in
commercial real estate foreclosures when
all involved parties agree to do so. H.P.
2000, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), changes a number of
rules concerning probate, certificates of
trust, and powers of attorney. S.F. 1880,
sponsored by Chmielewski, appropriates
funding from the workers' compensation
special compensation fund for use by the
Dept. of Labor and Industry in carrying
out duties imposed by the workers
compensation bill.

Bonding bill
The full Senate gave final passage to a

$275 million bonding bill, S.P. 1903, late
in the evening Thur., Apr. 16. Sen. Gene
Merriam, bill author, explained that the
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amount of projects included in the bin
were the result of a compromise with the
other body and the governor.

Merriam said that the package author­
izes the sale of state bonds for a variety of
needs relating to environment and natural
resources, economic development,
infrastructure, human development,
criminal justice, and education. The bill
calls for a new basic sciences and biomedi­
cal building at the University of Minne­
sota at a cost $52.7 million, the most
expensive item on the list. The Dept. of
Natural Resources gained bonding for
numerous items, including state parks
development and acquisition. Under the
bill, the St. Peter Regional Treatment
Center receives $8.1 million dollars to
house additional mentally ill and danger­
ous inmates, including sex offenders.

Senators gave unanimous support for
the bill on a vote of 57 -0.

In other action on the Senate floor,
members adopted several conference
committee reports. Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul) gained final passage for
HF. 2586, a bill that provides for a study
of the civic and cultural functions of
downtown St. Paul. S.P. 1691, authored
by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Pau!),
received final passage. The bill modifies
conciliation court jurisdiction and
procedures. Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL­
Mpls.) gained final passage ofS.F. 2314, a
measure that requires equitable distribu­
tion of local funds in neighborhood
revitalization programs. The omnibus
state auditor's bill, S.F. 2194, authored by
Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope)
also received final passage.

Other conference committee reports
that were adopted include HP. 2269,
authored by Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloom­
ington), a bill that requires the Metropoli­
tan Airports Commission to budget for
noise mitigation and report its recommen­
dations to the Legislature. Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL-Duluth) sponsored H.P. 2608,
the omnibus insurance bill. Solon said
that the bill contains no language on "loss
ratios," but recommends a study of the
matter. Solon added that the language for
reimbursement for licensed social workers
was taken out of the bill. Senators
granted final passage to the bill. On
another insurance matter, Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) gained final
passage for S.F. 2743, a bill that makes
various changes in state law relating to
medicare supplement policies. Hottinger
added that the bill also regulates the
Minnesota Comprehensive Health
Association. HF. 2031, authored by
Reichgott, received final approval.
Reichgott said the bill provides for the
valuation and assessment of vacant
platted property and excludes some
unimproved land sales from sales ratio
studies.

Senators also concurred and repassed
several bill that were amended by the
House. S.P. 2628, authored by Kelly,
defining firefighters for purposes of the
public safety officer's survivor benefits law,
received final passage. Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Pau!) gained final
passage for S.P. 2662, a measure that
regulates the real estate, education,
research, and recovery fund. S.F. 1821,
authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL­
Mpls.), also received final passage. The
bill changes some provisions for the place­
ment of children and establishes a general
preference for adoption by relatives. The
bill also requires continued study of out­
of-home dispositions.

Anti,crime package passed
One of the last major pieces of legisla­

tion to gain Senate approval during the
closing hours of the 1992 Session was the
conference committee report on the anti­
crime bill. HF. 1849, authored by Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), provides for
anti-violence education, prevention and
treatment; increases penalties for repeat
sex offenders; provides for life imprison­
ment for persons convicted of first degree
murder involving criminal sexual conduct;
and increases penalties for violent crimes
and crimes against children. Spear said
that the bill fulfilled one of the pledges
made at the outset of the Session--that for
every dollar spent on criminals the
measure would provide two dollars for
violence prevention and victims' services.
Spear also said that in addition to increas­
ing penalties the bill attempts to address
the root causes of violence with preven­
tion and education.

Sen. Patrick McGowan OR-Maple
Grove) urged members to support the
conference committee report because the
measure represents a "broad based
approach to problems of violence in our
society."

The package, which totals $12.593
million, provides $4 million for the
criminal justice system, $1.83 million for
victim services, and $6.7 million for
violence prevention and education
including $1 million for the Headstart
Program. In addition, the measure raises
$5.9 million in revenue through increases
in mandatory minimum fines and in­
creases in fees for processing petty
misdemeanors.

One of the more innovative portions of
the measure, the violence prevention and
education provision was outlined by Sen.
Judy Traub (DFL-Minnetonka). The bill
expands and provides funding for early
childhood family education to include
programs to prevent child abuse and
neglect, provides funding to assist school
districts to develop violence prevention
programs and curricula and establishes a
grant program to assist local government



units in establishing community based
councils to develop and implement
violence prevention programs. The
measure also emphasizes efforts to prevent
fetal alcohol syndrome and other forms of
chemical abuse and requires a study to
evaluate the quality of appropriate
chemical dependency treatment programs
within the criminal and juvenile justice
systems.

The measure also increases penalties for
violent crimes and eliminates "good time"
for persons serving sentences for crimes
committed after August 1, 1993 and
substitutes a bifurcated sentence proce­
dure involving supervised release. In
addition, the measure provides a challenge
incarceration plan for first time young
nonviolent offenders. According to
Spear, the plan offers a highly disciplined,
structured program for youthful offenders
in an effort to divert young people from
prisons. The measure also specifies a
mandatory penalty for juveniles commit­
ting crimes with weapons. Under the bill,
the weapon must be seized and the
juvenile must serve 100 hours of commu­
nity work service unless placed in a
residential treatment program or correc­
tional facility.

HIV and health care workers
A bill providing for the reporting and

monitoring of licensed health care
workers who are infected with the human
immunodeficiency virus or hepatitis B
virus was granted concurrence and
repassage during the closing hours of the
session. S.F. 2732, authored by Sen. Pat
Piper (DFL-Austin), also authorizes
health-related licensing boards to promul­
gate rules for health care workers' report­
ing. Piper said that the bill is the result of
extensive work done by groups represent­
ing health care professionals and the
Minnesota Aids Project. However, Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) argued that the
bill is an overreaction to one highly
publicized case in Florida. Piper coun­
tered that the work done by the involved
groups was designed to provide reassur­
ance to the public. The measure was
repassed on a vote of 55-8.

Senators adopted numerous conference
committee reports, granted concurrence,
and gave final passage to an additional 21
bills. Members adopted the conference
committee report and repassed H.F. 2280,
providing for the conveyance of state
lands to the city of Biwabik and authoriz­
ing the sale of other state lands. The
measure, sponsored by Sen. Ronald
Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), was amended by
the conference committee to include a
provision changing sections relating to
the withdrawal of marginal lands or
wetlands from sale or exchange. Members
also adopted the conference committee
report and repassed a bill banning the

placement of mercury in solid waste. H.F.
2147, authored by Sen. Gregory Dahl
(DFL-Ham Lake), also regulates the sale
and use of mercury and requires the
recycling of mercury. The conference
committee report on H.F. 1681, an
omnibus insurance technical bill was also
adopted and the bill repassed. The
measure, sponsored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), makes numerous changes
in laws regulating insurance including the
regulation of data collection, enforcement
powers, premium finance agreements,
temporary capital stock of mutual life
companies, surplus lines insurance,
conversion privileges, coverages, rehabili­
tations and liquidations, the comprehen­
sive health insurance plan and claims
practices.

Concurrence and repassage was given to
S.F. 1644, sponsored by Sen. Harold
"Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), adopting
the revised Article III of the Uniform
Commercial Code with conforming
amendments to Articles I and IV ap­
proved by the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws.
S.F. 2432, sponsored by Sen. Charles Berg
(DFL-Chokio), regulating aquatic
farming, was also granted concurrence and
repassage.

Senators adopted the conference
committee report and repassed the bill
ratifying state labor agreements, providing
for changing the classification of employ­
ees from the unclassified to the classified
service and setting the salary range for the
executive director of the board of judicial
standards. The measure, H.F. 2848, is
sponsored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St.
Paul). The conference committee report
for S.F. 2199 was also adopted and the
measure repassed. The bill, sponsored by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
makes a number of changes in the laws
relating to the Waste Management Act.
In addition, the conference committee
added provisions of a bill dealing with
hazardous material incidents response.

The conference committee report on
H.F. 2181, the omnibus data practices bill
was also adopted. The measure, sponsored
by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.),
providing for the classification of govern­
ment data, was repassed. Members also
adopted the report and repassed H.F.
2030. The measure, sponsored by Sen.
Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), makes drivers who transport
passengers for hire in intrastate commerce
subject to rules of the commissioner of
transportation on insurance and driver
hours of service. S.F. 1993, authored by
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.), providing
incentives for the use of alternative means
of commuting and directing the Regional
Transit Board to establish a program to
reduce commuter trips was also approved
in the form of a conference committee
report and repassed. The conference

committee removed a provision prohibit­
ing right turns in front of buses under any
circumstances. The measure establishes a
demonstration project for enforcement of
high occupancy vehicle lane use and
provides for the scenic designation of the
St. Croix Scenic Road.

Members also adopted the conference
committee report and repassed S.F. 2137.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), defines
residential hospice facilities, modifies
hospice program conditions and adds
provisions relating to lead abatement.
S.F. 1959, authored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), providing
for the management of ecologically
harmful exotic species such as Eurasian
milfoil, was also adopted as a conference
committee report and repassed. Earlier in
the day the measure had failed because of
a provision adding a $2 surcharge to boat
licenses. The version gaining repassage
reduced the surcharge by $1, making the
total fee $3. Members granted concur­
rence and repassage to S.F. 2233, authored
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver
Falls). The measure exempts snowmobile
testing from applicable speed limits, allows
the use of snowmobiles on certain
conservation lands, allows the towing of
persons with personal watercraft equipped
with reat'view mirrors and sets liability
limits for the Minnesota Trail Assistance
Program.

The conference committee report on
H.F. 2884 was also approved and the
measure repassed. The bill, sponsored by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
which relates to bond allocations, had
been rejected earlier in the evening
because of language relating to the
Housing Finance Agency. Pogemiller said
that the language had been removed by
the conference committee.

H.F. 2734, authored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), was designated a
Special Order and granted final passage.
The bill provides for establishment of an
agricultural improvement loan program
for grade B dairy producers to upgrade to
grade A. The measure was amended to
include a bill providing for over order
premium milk pricing and to provide
funding for agricultural information
centers.

Senators granted concurrence and
repassage to S.F. 2213, the omnibus
banking bill sponsored by Solon. The
measure contains mostly technical
language and authorizes additional
detached facilities. Members also adopted
the conference committee report and
repassed H.F. 155, authored by Sen.
Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester). The
measure authorizes immediate towing of
vehicles unlawfully parked at bus stops, of
vehicles preventing the egress of a lawfully
parked vehicle or of vehicles parked in a
school zone when signs prohibit parking.
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Members granted concurrence and
repassage to S.F. 897, the omnibus DWI
bill. The bill, sponsored by Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville), was amended by
the remove provisions sponsored on the
floor by Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR­
Northfield) and to remove penalty
enhancements for boating while intoxi­
cated, snowmobiling while intoxicated
and hunting while intoxicated.

The conference committee report on
H.F. 1701, authored by Sen. Gary
DeCramer (DFL-Ghent), was adopted and

the measure repassed. The bill authorizes
expenditure of rail service improvement
account money for maintenance of rail
lines and rights-of-way in the rail bank.
In addition, the measure credits license
plate fees to highway use tax distribution,
updates collector vehicle lists for vehicle
registration purposes and authorizes the
commissioner of transportation to acquire
abandoned rail lines and rights-ot-way by
eminent domain. S.F. 1898, sponsored by
Dahl, was also granted concurrence and
repassage. The measure prohibits the use

of all tobacco products in public elemen­
tary and secondary schools. S.F. 1880,
authored by Chmielewski, regulating
workers compensation benefits and
coverage, was granted concurrence and
repassage. Finally, members gave final
passage to the revisor's bill, S.F. 2795.
The measure, sponsored by Spear,
provides for corrections of miscellaneous
oversights, inconsistencies, ambiguities
and technical errors of the bills passed
during the session. The Senate then
adjourned until 1993.

Minnesota Senate
Senate Members ~n 1992 Session

Party Phone Name Room Dist. Party Phone Name Room Dist
DFL 296-5981 Adkins, Betty G-29 Cap. 22 DFL 3205 Langseth, Keith G-24 Cap. 9
DFL 5713 Beckman, Tracy G-24 Cap. 29 IR 5655 Larson, Cal 145 SOB 10
IR 5975 Belanger, William V., J1'. 107 SOB 41 DFL 4136 Lessard, Bob 111 Cap. 3
IR 3903 Benson, Duane D. 147 SOB 32 DFL 8869 Luther, William P. 205 Cap. 47
IR 6455 Benson, Joanne E. 153 SOB 17 DFL 5645 Marty, John G-9 Cap. 63

DFL 5094 Berg, Charles A. 328 Cap. 11 IR 2159 McGowan, Patrick D. 129 SOB 48
DFL 4261 Berglin, Linda G-9 Cap. 60 IR 8075 Mehrkens, Lyle G. 127 SOB 26
IR 4131 Bernhagen, John 113 SOB 21 DFL 4154 Merriam, Gene 122 Cap. 49
DFL 2084 Bertram, Joe, S1'. 323 Cap. 16 DFL 4370 Metzen, James P. 303 Cap. 39
IR 4848 Brataas, Nancy 139 SOB 33 DFL 2577 Moe, Roger D. 208 Cap. 2

DFL 4182 Chmielewski, Florian 325 Cap. 14 DFL 7-8065 Mondale, Ted 325 Cap. 44
DFL 5931 Cohen, Richard J. G-27 Cap. 64 DFL 5649 Morse, Steven G-24 Cap. 34
DFL 5003 Dahl, Gregory L. 235 Cap. 50 IR 1279 Neuville, Tom 123 SOB 25
DFL 2302 Davis, Charles R. G-24 Cap. 18 DFL 4334 Novak, Steven G. 322 Cap 52
IR 9457 Day, Dick 105 SOB 30 IR 1282 Olson, Gen 125 SOB 43

DFL 6820 DeCramer, Gary M. 309 Cap. 27 DFL 1802 Pappas, Sandra L. G-24 Cap. 65
DFL 2859 Dicklich, Ronald R. 235 Cap. 5 IR 5252 Pariseau, Pat 109 SOB 37
DFL 6128 Finn, Harold R. "Skip" 321 Cap. 4 DFL 9248 Piper, Pat G-9 Cap. 31
DFL 4274 Flynn, Carol 227 Cap. 61 DFL 7809 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. 306 Cap. 58
DFL 2877 Frank, Don 225 Cap. 51 DFL 7-8060 Price, Leonard R. 111 Cap. 56

DFL 5640 Frederickson, David J. 306 Cap. 20 DFL 7-8061 Ranum, Jane 317 Cap. 62
IR 8138 Frederickson, Dennis R. 143 SOB 23 DFL 2889 Reichgott, Ember D. 301 Cap. 46
IR 4314 Gustafson, Jim 119 SOB 8 IR 4125 Renneke, Earl W. 117 SOB 35
IR 4120 Halberg, Chuck 133 SOB 38 DFL 7-8062 Riveness, Phil 309 Cap. 40
DFL 6153 Hottinger, John C. G-29 Cap. 24 DFL 7-8063 Sams, Dallas C. G-9 Cap. 12

DFL 4183 Hughes, Jerome M. 328 Cap. 54 DFL 4875 Samuelson, Don 124 Cap. 13
IR 3826 Johnson, Dean E. 131 SOB 15 DFL 4188 Solon, Sam G. 303 Cap. 7
DFL 8881 Johnson, Douglas J. 205 Cap. 6 DFL 4191 Spear, Allan H. G-27 Cap. 59
DFL 5419 Johnson, Janet B. 303 Cap. 19 DFL 8660 Stumpf, LeRoy A. G-24 Cap. 1
IR 4123 Johnston, Terry 135 SOB 36 IR 6238 Terwilliger, Roy 115 Cap. 42

DFL 5285 Kelly, Randy C. G-27 Cap. 67 DFL 7-8064 Traub, Judy 235 Cap. 45
IR 1253 Knaak, Fritz 149 SOB 53 DFL 5650 Vickerman, Jim 122 Cap. 28
DFL 4302 Kroening, Carl W. 124 Cap. 57 DFL 3809 Waldorf, Gene 317 Cap. 66
IR 4351 Laidig, Gary W. 141 SOB 55
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