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SESSION GLIDES TO ADJOURNMENT AS CONFEREES COMPROMISE ON MAJOR BILLS 
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The first year of the 70th session came to an end Monday May 23rd on the motion of Senate 
.Majority Leader Nicholas Coleman as Senate President Edward Gearty brought down his gavel 
for adjournm2I1t. 

The Legislature will reconvene in Januacy 1978. During the interim :i;::eriod Senate corrmittees 
wi.11 continue hearings and investigations into a number of bills introduced this year, as well 
as considering new legislation. 

The final ten days of session brought the expectable flurry of activity, but noticeably absent 
was the chaos that has characterized sorre sessions in the past. Veteran observers said it had 
been one of the srroothest sessions ever -- which many credited to rules changes that gave 
Majority Leader Coleman additional authority in bill scheduling. While the changes were 
oontroversial earlier in the session, the ease with which the session ended may tend to con
vince any skeptics. 

Another irr,p::>rtant factor that prevented a last minute oottleneck was the session-long v.ork 
of the Finance Ccmnittee and its new Chai:rman Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Ada). Moe said at the very 
first cormnittee meeting that "if there is a oottleneck, it Y.on't be because of this corrmittee," 
and then proceeded to set forth a series of deadlines for sutcomnittee and canmittee action 
which were all met. During the final week Senators from both parties rose to conpliment Moe 
and his coimtlttee on their work. 

FRIDAY MAY 13 - THE HOvIE STREICH BEGINS 

A narathon session Fri.May 13 brought final passage to sorre 40 bills. Arrong the rreasures 
approved was S.F. 544, authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DEL-South St. Paul). It places a dead
line for canpletion of the environmental impact statement on the effects of finishing the 
35E interstate segment. Another bill gaining approval was H.F. 79, authored by Sen. Mike 
Menning (DFL-Edgerton). It prohibits non-resident aliens from purchasing fann land. Also 
passed was a bill (H.F. 856) authorizing a centralized disbursement system for food stamps. 
The measure was sponsored by Sen. George Perpich (DEL-Chisholm). The Senate also approved 
a bill by Sen. Steve Keefe (DEL-Mpls.) that establishes a life and health guarantee associa
tion. It provides continued coverage in cases where insurance companies may fold or becane 
financially insolvent. 

A number of bills on the Special .Orders agenda were also discussed Friday. The most contro
versial of the bills discussed was S.F. 1027, sponsored by Sen. Jerone Hughes. The measure 
is designed to strengthen the Higher Education Ccordinating Board. OpfX)nents offered several 
amendments dealing with the budget recorrmendation procedures but none of them were adopted 
and the bill was passed by a 35-22 vote. 

other bills approved on the Si::ecial Orders agenda included: H.F. 1310, authored by Sen. Roger 
Laufenburger (DFL-La-liston), which brings state unemployment compensation laws into carpliance . 
with federal laws; H.F. 206, sponsored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DEL-Mpls.), which raises the 
personal allowance for welfare patients at long-term care facilities; H.F. 451, authored by 
Sen. Jack Kleinbaum, (DFL-St. Cloud) , which authorizes banks to establish tw:, detached banking 
facilities; S.F. 1394, authored by Sen. Howard Olson(DEL-St. James), which continues tax 
incentives for pollution oontrol equipnent; S.F. 126, authored by Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL
Hennan), which rrakes unemployment compensation taxable for persons with inC"Omes in e..xcess of 
$15,000; and S.F. 899, authored by Sen. John Milton. It clarifies the requirements for admin
istration and inspection of nursing banes. 

MJNDAY :MAY 16 - PRELIMINARY ·.APPROVALS 

Because the Senate was as far as it was in its work it ·aid not meet over the weekend and 
reconvened Mon. May 16. 

About 40 bills were given preliminary approval Monday afterncon before the Senate recessed 
for dinner. After that the Senate teak up a numcer of major bills, i..ricluding H.F. 1337, 
authored by Sen. Ron Sieloff (I-R, St. Paul), which alters definitions for tax purposes for 
homeowners associations and exempts membership dues , fees and assessments fran taxable gross 
income. Also approved was S.F. 1015, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), which 
creates a state program to assist local canrnunities in rerroving dilapidated buildings along 
highways. 
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MANDATORY DEPOSIT BILL DEFEATED 

Chief author William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center) then brought his mandatory deposit bill up 
for consideration. Luther had "WOrked out what he hoped would be an acceptable corrpranise that 
involved major changes in the bill. 

The first amendment offered was by Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston), a vocal opponent 
of the mandatory deposit bill. He suggested that the deposit be raised to 25 cents per can, 
reasoning that "if 10 cents is gcx:xi, 25 cents should be better." But the amendment was 
rejected overwhelmingly by a 6-34 vote. 

The first major amendment was offered by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes). Under his 
amendment consumers would have been returned only eight cents of each 10 cent deposit and the 
other two cents would go to set up comm.mity recycling centers on a county basis. This was 
.intended to soften retailers'objections to handling and storing returned eqns -- an objection 
that had previously led Peterson to oppose the bill. After extensive debate the amendment 
passed 34-25. 

A notion by Sen. Ed Schrom (DFL-Albany) another vocal opponent, to refer the bill to local 
govemment was defeated ll-47. 

Sen. Eugene Stokowski (DFL-.Mpls.) then offered an amendment to include newpai:ers and require 
deposits on them. Senate President Edward Gearty (DFL-Mpls.) questioned whether the amendment 
was serious and Stokowski insisted it was, but it was defeated 21-28. 

The second major amendment was offered by Luther. He added rrost of the entire "anti-litter" 
bill (authored by Gerald Willet, DFL-Park Rapids) into the mandatory deposit rreasure. He said 
that the resulting package with recycling centers and litter taxes represented a comprehensive 
approach to the problems of litter, energy waste, and solid waste disposal. 

Opponents questioned gennaneness of both amendments but both were ruled in order. 

The debate repeated familiar arguments with opponents saying the measure would result in loss 
of jobs and supporters saying that there "WOuld be rrore jobs (though lower paying) and that 
there would be energy savings, litter reduction, and less solid waste to dispose of. 

On the final vote, which came just after 1 AM Tuesday norning, the bill was defeated 31-34. 
After a quick recess for a bill scheduling subconmittee, the Senate adjorned until Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The Tues. May 17 session of the Senate saw passage of several major pieces of legislation on 
the Special Orders Calendar and final approval for over thirty bills on the Senate Calendar 

IDRKERS COMPENSATION - APPROVED ON SPECIAL ORDERS 

A comprehensive bill dealing with workers canpensation, authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL
Mpls.), was the focal point of discussion during the late afternoon. The measure (H.F. 1004) 
.increases the maximum benefit arrounts to 100% of the average weekly wage and changes the 
supplemental benefits to 60% of the average weekly wage. Eight provisions to reduce .insurance 
rates were also contained in the bill, as were provisions providing for the establishment of 
a Workers' Canpensation Study Ccrrmission and for limiting the cost of livmg escalator to 6% 
per year. An author's amendment delaying the effective date until June 30, 1979, thus allowmg 
the Study Conmission time to revieM rate setting provisions, was adopted. The bill was then 
approved 34-22. 

HEALTH SCREENING FOR PRE-SCHOOLERS - APPROVED ON SPECIAL ORDERS 

A bill mandating a canprehensive health screening program, to be administered by state school 
districts, was approved 45-4. The measure (S.F. 743), SfX)nsored by Sen. John Milton (DFL
Wh.ite Bear Lake), is a response to Governor Perpich's proposal to provide physical and mental 
health screenings on an early and periodic basis. The bill contains provisions encouraging 
existing volunteer organizations continued participation in current health screening programs. 

OMNIBUS CORRECI'IONS - APPROVED ON SPECIAL ORDERS 

Sen. B. Robert Lewis (DFL-St. Louis Park) received prorrpt approval for his annibus Corrections 
bill (H.F. 728) with a 35-0 vote. The bill prescribes the duties of probation officers and 
the camti.ssioner for parole and probation. It also authorizes the sealing of criminal records 
and the payment, by inmates, for room and l::oard. 

AOOPTION OF CONFERENCE COM-ITTI'EE REPORI1S 

Several bills were reported back fran Conference Comnittee and received repassage by the 
Senate. Arrong those approved Tues. evening was S .F. 1489, the Semi-State annibus bill, 
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authored by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL-St. Cloud) . The bill authorizes funding for semi-state 
agencies for the biennium. Also approved were S.F. 826, authored. by Sen. James Ulland (I-R, 
Duluth), dealing with seaway port authorities and S.F. 49, authored by Sen. Roger Laufenburger 
(DFL-Iewiston), exempting agricultural and business loans over $100 thousand from the usuary 
rate. 

PRIVACY ACT AMENil'-IBNTS APPROVED 

A bill containing arnendrrents to the privacy act established during the previous legislative 
session was given its second and third readings before the Senate. The bill was sponsored by 
Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL-.Mpls.) and according to Sen. John Keefe (I-R, Hopkins) "does a 
tremendous job ba.lancing the individual's right to privacy with the public's right to know." 
The measure was approved 48-1 and. sent to a conference carrnittee. 

Bills receiving final passage on the Senate Calendar included: S.F. 597(Sen. Gene Merriam, 
DFL-Coon Rapids), a bill requiring duck hunters to purchase a migratory water fowl stamp; 
S.F. 160(Sen. Jack Davies, DFL-Mpls.), a measure establishing a full time tax court; H.F. 1201 
(Sen. Gerry Sikorski, DFL-Stillwater), a bill requiring insurance companies to issue readable 
insurance J?Olicies; H.F. 314(Sen. Nancy Brataas, I-R, Rochester), legislation allowing Olmsted 
county to utilize electronic recordings of trial proceedings; H.F. 676(Sen. William McCutcheon, 
DFL-St. Paul) a bill placing a $250,000 limit on individual claims in civil liability cases 
involving the illegal sale of liquor; and H.F. 585 (Sen. Wayne Olhoft, DFL-Herrnan), a bill 
altering the definitions of "income" for senior citizens property tax freeze purJ?Oses and 
adding further definitions to the tax laws. 

GUN CONTROL PASSES IN WEAKENED FORM 

After routine bill introductions and rrotions, Sen. William McCutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) rroved. to 
take his controversial gun control measure (H.F. 800) from the table Wed. May 18. The bill had 
been tabled after a successful notion to reconsider last week as McCutcheon sought sup}?Ort for 
sane kind of weakened compranise measure. He indicated that several amendments vvauld be 
offered.. 

The first amendment offered. simply clarified a provision that would allow hunters to carry 
along pistols while hunting. It was proJ?Osed by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook). 

A second amendment offered by Sen. John Keefe (I-R, Hopkins) made a major change in the bill. 
It would allow a person to obtain a pennit to buy any number of guns during a one year period 
frcm date of issuance of the permit. Previously the bill would have required. a new pennit for 
each gun. The amendment was adopted 35-11. 

After additional deba.te the bill passed on a very close 34-31 vote. As passed it requires a 
seven day waiting period while the gun purchase pennit is being processed to check out the 
ba.ckground of the applicant to make certain that the person does not have a history of drug 
or alcohol abuse, mental problems, or a criminal record. In addition, minors are not pennitted 
to obtain a pennit. But once the pennit is obtained, no further waiting period would :be 
necessary for one year. 

ENERGY BILL PASSES BUI' INSULATION CREDITS AND GAS GUZZLER TAXES ARE OUT 

Next to cane up during the Wednesday session was H.F. 522, the Omibus Energy bill. It 
requires statewide adoption of the state building code and provides for certain tax creel.its. 

The extension of the building code statewide was opposed by several rural legislators who 
maintained it would increase building costs. But bill author Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL
North Branch) said that without the extension of the code the energy provisions could not be 
enforced. and a later amendment to delete the building code provision failed 26-39. 

Two other controversial amendments were introduced. The first, offered by Sen. Tom Nelson 
(DFL-Austin), would have restored a 20 percent tax credit for new insulation added to homes 
after January 1, 1977. The provision was in the bill when it left the Energy and Housing 
Conmittee but it had been rerroved in the Tax Com:nittee because funds available were inadequate. 
Both chief author Anderson and Majority Leader Coleman· opfX)sed. the arrendment, saying that it 
was a good provision but that it was too costly. 

The second major amendment attempt was offered by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL-New Hope). 
Humphrey sought to reinsert a tax on initial registrations of low-mileage autos. According 
to Humphrey 30 percent of petroleum use is for tran5J?Ortation. He estimated that the regis
tration fee would raise an additional $15 million in revenues but the amendment failed 27-34. 
OpJ?Onents claimed it would put Minnesota auto dealers at a disadvantage with those fran 
neighl:oring states. 

After several other amendm:mts, the bill passed 52-10. 
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MANDA'IORY DEPOSIT BILL RECONSIDERED 

Following routine rressages and the ap:p::>intment of several conference corrmittees, a :rrotion to 
reconsider S.F. 1 (the mandatory de!?()sit bill) was introduced by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL
North Branch) . Anderson had changed his vote to op!?()se the bill at the last minute on Monday. 
This permitted him to introduce the reconsideration :rrove. 

Bill author William Luther indicated in res!?()nse to questions that he would irro:n:diately lay 
the bill on the table for interim study if the motion to reconsider prevailed. After sorre 
discussion the :rrove was successful and passed 30-21. The bill was tabled and the Senate 
recessed until Thursday. 

Thursday, May 20, the Senate concentrated on bills listed on the Special Orders Calendar and 
the re!?()rts of Conference Conmittees. 

AGE DISCRIMINATICN PROHIBITED; DEPARIMENT.OF ECONCMIC SECURITY CREATED 

Of major .imp::>rtance Thurs. was H.F. 6, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), a bill that 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of age in employment and education. Provisions in the 
bill included sections ~:empting apprenticeship !?()Si tions and allowing senior citizen benefits 
such as low-cost housing. The bill passed 46"."'"0 .. 

A bill creating a Department of Econanic Security was also approved 43-8 after extensive 
debate. Under the provisions of the bill, S.F. 202, authored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Ada), the 
department of employment services and the governor's man fOWer office would be aoolished. An 
aJn:mdment offered by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul), excluded the department of vocational 
rehabilitation fran :rrerger. (The amendment was adopted by the Senate but later was dropped by 
a conference corrmi ttee. ) 

HFALTH RESEARCH APPROVED; OFFICE OF VOLUNTEER SERVICES CREATED 

In other action on the Special Orders calendar the Senate approved a measure (S.F. 1361) that 
would provide state grants to finance health research and authorizes the establishment of a 
health research subcamri.ttee by the State Health Coordinating Council. The bill was S!?()nsored 
by Sen. John Milton (DFL-'tvhite Bear Lake) . Also approved was ·H.F. 613, sponsored by Sen. 
Jerane Hughes (DFL-I-aple~), legislation establishing an office of volunteer services within 
the office of the Governor. 

INSURANCE BILL APPROVED 

H.F. 1030, authored by Sen. Gerry Sikorski, a bill requiring minimum anticipated loss ratios 
for sorre insurance plans generated a substantial arrount of debate, with sorre Senators main
taining that the industry had not been aware of all the provisions of the bill. As a com
pranise rreasure Sen. Robert Ashbach (I-R, Arden Hills) offered an amendment to delay the 
effective date. The amendment was adopted and the bill was passed 45-3. 

CRIME VICTIM CRISIS CENTERS BILL; PARKS BILL PASSED 

The Senate also approved a bill (H.F. 180) establishing crime victim crisis centers under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections. Such crisis centers will "get the emphasis away 
fran the offenders to the forgotten people of crirre - the victims" stated author Sen. Robert 
lewis (DFL-St. Louis Park) . A bill for outdoor recreation (H.F. 1300) , sponsored by Sen. 
Jerald Anderson (DFL-North Branch), sparked sane controversy in a discussion over the distri
h.ltion of f-tm.ds between outstate· and metro area parks. As the bill stands monies will be 
allocated for land acquisition and improverrent for parks, trails, wildlife lands and outdoor 
athletic fields. Sen. Arnulf Ueland (I-R, North Mankato) sponsored a measure (H.F. 769) that 
would exempt municipal transit ·systems from the gasoline and special fuels tax. The bill passed. 
on a vote of 49-0. 

CONFERENCE CCMMITI'EE REPORI'S 

A bill changing the rule of three to the rule of seven for Hennepin County Civil Service 
employee selection was repassed 35-18. Originally the Senate version (S.F. 875), authored 
by Sen. Emily Ann Staples (DFL-Plyrnouth), called. for the top five persons on the applicant 
lis:t be considered for a particular: job, while the House version held that the top ten people 
l:e considered. The conference camrittee report on another measure (S.F. 1290) authored by 
Sen. Staples was also adopted. The bill, prescribing venue for child neglect cases, was 
repassed on a 37-9 vote. 

A bill increasing the fee to $1.50 for filing for autarobile registrations was received back 
from conference corrmittee and repassed. The $1. 50 fee will be effective August 1, 1977 and 
then will increase to $1. 75 January 1, 1979. The bill was sponsored by Sen. Mike Menning 
(DEL-Edgerton) . 
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UNIT PRICING FAIIS; USUARY BILL GAINS 

The rrost heated debate Thursday evening came with the discussion of the unit pricing bill 
(H.F. 8). The bill's author Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), in an effort to make the bill 

rrore palatable to opponents who contend the cost of unit pricing would drive smaller stores out 
of business, offered an amendment exempting retailers having less than $1.2 million in gross _ 
sales per year. The amendment, which was adopted, also had a provision (which was not adopted) 
requiring more than 15% of a stores inventory be unmarked before the store could be charged in 
violation of the act. After extensive debate the bill failed on a 27-31 vote. 

The long awaited usuary bill (H.F. 500) was given preliminary approval late Thurs. night. The 
bill, authored by Sen. Winston Borden (DFL-Brainerd) would continue the usuary exemption that 
had passed last year. Sen. Borden observed "when the bill passed last year there was a 
dramatic increase in housing starts and it is hoped the trend will continue this year." 

A number of important bills were taken up as Special Orders on Friday as the Senate rroved into 
its final three days. (Special Orders are given both preliminary and final passage in a single 
step to expedite the legislative process.) 

PCA BONDING INCREASED BY $40 MILLION 

Two of the rrore important Special Orders bills taken up early in the day were H.F. 1252 and 
S.F. 1530. House File 1252, a bill authored in the Senate by A.O.H. Setzepfandt (DFL-Bird 
Island), increases Pollution Control Agency bonding to provide 15 percent matching state 
grants for local comnunities to obtain federal funding for pollution control and sewage treat
ment facilities. Under the bill, PCA bonding authority -would increase from the $ 9 5 million 
currently authorized to $135 million. Setzepfandt said the PCA would not need the funds 
inmediately but that the authorization was necessary in advance for lead time on new projects. 

FUNDS OKAYED FOR NEW PRISON, UNIT FAT UNIVERSITY 

Senate File 1530 (author: Moe for the Cormnittee on Finance), a building appropriation bill, 
authorizes two major and sorrewhat controversial projects - the expenditure of $20.8 million 
on a new TIE.Ximum security prison facility and $13 million as the state share of funds to 
construct an additional health sciences unit (Unit F) at the University of Minnesota rredical 
complex. In addition to okaying plans to contruct the n6i/ 200 prisoner capacity security unit, 
the bill also included funds for architectural plans to rerrodel Stillwater prison for a reduced 
capacity rredium security correctional facility. Certain Senators expressed concern about the 
cost of the prison facilities, but a rrore serious concern was expressed over the funding for 
Unit F. Sen. John Milton, who sponsored an amendment to delete the section appropriating funds 
for the health science unit, warned that the state may be over training medical personnel and 
that in a few years there may be an over-supply developing just as is now faced with an over
supply of teachers. However, his amendment was defeated overwhelmingly, 6-37. The bill then 
passed 44-4. 

Also approved were items on the Senate Calendar. H.F. 756 authorizes sale of state owned 
lands for Reserve Mining's taconite disposal facility; H.F. 530 prohibits "pyrarniding11 of 
credit life insurance and requires insurance premiums to be based on the arrount owed, not on 
the annunt of the original balance or loan; and H.F. 1283 eliminates the need for approval of 
the Ccrrmissioner of Economic Developnent for industries developrrent bonds. 

CONFERENCE SE'TS 10 YEAR SUNSET ON GOVERNOR'S NE'W APPOiln1.MENT AUTHORITY 

S.F. 109, the coterminous appointments bill authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley), came 
back from conference committee on Friday with two major changes. The House had no "sunset" 
(expiration date) provision and since the Senate version called for expiration after a six 
year trial, a canpromise was reached to make it 10 years. Also, under the conference report, 
the Comnissioner of Education would be appointed by the Board of Education but the app:)intrrent 
would be subject to the approval of the Governor. All other ·department heads -would be directly 
appointed by the Governor and v;ould serve tenns the same length as his. 

Also approved on Friday was the Conference Corrmittee rep:,rt on S.F. 181, which increases the 
size of the roards for public retirement associations and makes minor changes in retirement 
provisions. Several other conference reports were also approved with only minor changes 
involved. 

TIMBER vDLF FESOLUTION, OI'HER BILLS AI.SO OKAYED 

A resolution urging the Secretary of the Interior to return rranagement of the Eastern Timber 
wolf, H.F. 105, (Senate author: Doug Johnson, DFL-Cook) was approved Friday, 38-18. Also 
passed was H.F. 962 (Senate author: Roger Moe, DFL-Ada) , a bill that abolished ope.:."'1 ended 
appropriations and allocates s:pecific arrounts for debt service and other functions; S.F. 707 
(author: Robert Tennessen, DFL-Mpls.) appropriating funds for displaced homemaker assistance; 
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S.F. 336 (author: William Mc.Cutcheon, DFL-St. Paul) creating a state board for Spanish 
speaking people; and S .F. 455 (author: Allan Spear, DFL-Mpls.) setting up a bilingual, 
bicultural educational program for native Americans 

CONFERENCE COMMITrEE INCRF.ASES HIGEER EDUCATION FUNDING BY $36 MILLION 

A major conference conmi ttee report was approved Friday. H.F. 1510, the Omnibus Higher 
Education funding bill, increased from $880 to $916 million, although much of the increase was 
only on :paper as funding previously included in the Omnibus Education Aids bill was transferred 
to the Higher Education bill. The bill passed 48-3. 

MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL BILLS APPROVED: PLASTIC MILK CONTAINERS, RADIOACTIVE STORAGE, BAL~J.ED 

Two major environmental bills, both authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center), 
were debated extensively Friday before winning approval. H.F. 45, a ban on plastic milk 
containers, :passed 40-23 as many Senators who had opi;osed the m3lldatory defX)sit bill joined 
forces with Luther. Sen. Conrad Vega, who had opposed the deposit bill because of its possible 
impact on unernployment,urged the ban be enacted, saying that if it were done later it would 
cause much nore dislocation. H.F. 1215, a ban on any federal facility for the permanent 
storage of radioactive waste, was also hotly debated. OpfX)nents said it was "provincial" for 
the state to take that position and argued that national n~eds should prevail. However, 
supporters said that the facility could be located in better places such as saltflats. The 
bill, which passed 41-16, was the last item taken up Friday night before adjournment. 

Several of the m:>st important measures to cane before the Senate this year were acted upon 
at Saturday's session. 

TAXES 

The Omnibus Tax Bill (H.F. 1475), sponsored by Sen. William Mc'Cutcheon (DFL-St. Paul), is 
designed to protect hOOEOWners and farmers from large property tax increases in the next~ 
years and will deliver some income tax relief to all individuals with taxable income less than 
$25,900. Those in higher incane brackets, retired public employees and retired military 
personnel will see an increase in their taxes. The bill also increases the production tax 
paid by taconite canpanies fran 80 cents a ton to $1.25 and channels rrost of the proceeds into 
environmental and eronomic protection funds for the mining region. The bill passed 45-17. 

Another tax ireasure received £ran conference comnittee and approved by the Senate alters the 
definition of gross income for tax purposes. The bill (H.F. 437), authored by Sen. Wayne 
Olhoft (DFL-Hennan) brings the state definitions in line with federal definitions. 

HEALTH,WELFARE & CORRECTIONS 

A $1 billion appropriation for Health, Welfare and Corrections was approved Saturday afternoon. 
The bill (S.F. 1416) also directs the closing of Hastings State Hospital. H.F. 1631, a measure 
providing funds for the construction of a new prison at Stillwater and for the completion of 
buildings at the University of Minnesota was also approved. Both bills were sponsored by Sen. 
Robert lewis (DFL-St. Louis Park). Other Health, Welfare & Corrections measures to gain 
repassage by the Senate included: S.F. 743, authored by Sen. John Milton (DFL-White Bear Lake) 
mandating early and periodic health screening for pre-schoolers; S.F. 124, SfX)nsored by Sen. 
Lewis, establishing pilot programs to aid battered -waren; H.F. 6, authored by Sen. Allan Spear 
(DFL-Mpls.) prohibiting age discrimination; H.F. 856, authored by Sen. George Perpich (DFL
Chisholm), authorizing the centralized disbursercent of ll'lelfare payments; and H.F. 1054, 
sponsored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) changing the requirements for eligibility for aid 
to families with dependent children. 

STATE GOVERNMENT 

S.F. 1467, a bill that appropriates $470 million for state departments and agencies was 
approved late Saturday night. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Hl..llY...rt Humphrey III (DFL-New Hope), 
includes funds for the continued operation of the Office of Consurrer Services and the Depart
ment of Economic Development. Final approval was also granted and $884 million trans:p:,rtation 
appropriations bill (H.F. 1610) sponsored by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL-St. Cloud) . The rreasure 
includes $29 million subsidy for the Metroi;olitan Transit Camnission which will allow- bus fares 
in the Metrop:)litan area at 30 cents. Also passed was S.F. 1337, authored by Sen. Tom Nelson 
(DFL-Austin), a civil service pay package which included language lifting a pay ceiling 
imposed earlier on local governments. The measure also includes a compromise pay increase of 
18.7% for state troopers. 



BRIEFLY 
THE MINNESarA SENATE WEEK IN REVIEW (For May 13-23, 1977) 

-~page"'? 

Other bills agreed UfX::in Saturday included: S.F. 73 (Sen. Jim Nichols, DFL-Lake Benton), a 
measure prohibiting ground apparatus for weather :rrodification; S.F. 896, (Sen. Gene Merriam, 
DFL-Ccon Rapids) authorizing a yearly payment as -well as a lump sum payment to fanners who's 
lands are used for pJWer line routes; H.F. 398, (Sen. Hubert Humphrey III) banning aerosols 
using chlorofluorocarbon propellants; H.F. 451, (Sen. Winston Borden, DFL-Brainerd), pennitting 
branch banking; and H.F. 613, (Sen. Jerome Hughes, DFL-Maplewood) establishing an office of 
volunteer services. 

EDUCtiTION AIDS SET AT $1. 77 BILLION; ENERGY BILL, COURr REFORM GIVEN FINAL OFAY 

Three major conference conmittee reports were okayed during t-bnday' s brief final session -
the Cmnibus Education Aids bill; the Onmibus Energy bill; and a major court refonn measure, 
S.F. 311. 

The Education Aids bill, the single largest appropriation measure, was set ,by the Conference 
Corrmittee at $1. 772 billion, an increase £ran the $1. 74 billion previously okayed by the Senate. 
Per pupil aids were set at $1,030 the first year and $1,090 the second, increases of $5 and 
$15 per pupil respectively. The House would not go along with one major Senate provision --
the requirement that districts obtain a certificate of need for any new construction over 
$200,000. Instead, the carmissioner of Education will have reviav and carment authority for 
capital programs in excess of $400,000. Several other Senate provisions including grants for 
alternative education aid for the ·eligible teachers program were also dropped fran the bill. 
Inspite of sane expressed reservations about i;:ossible diminished educational quality, the bill 
passed 59-0 on its final vote. 

The Cmnibus Energy bill, already weakened by deletion of taxes on gas guzzlers and credits for 
insulation, was further weakened in conference by deletion of tax credits for solar energy. 
Several Senators rose to decry the conference action but all said they would supi;:ort it 
because of the remaining provisions, which included an extension of the state building code 
to all areas of the state. Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III, the chairman of the Energy su]:):arrnittee 
said, "I'm not sure it brings us forward as far as we're falling behind," and called ui;x:,n 
the Senate to work for a rrore extensive energy package in 1978. The bill was approved 44-12. 

The Court Reform bill (H.F. 311) was, in contrast, strengthened in conference by the addition 
of provisions that allow reassignment of judges within judicial districts w:j_thout consent and 
for 15 days outside the district without consent. In addition only one chief judge would be 
designated for each judicial district. After discussion, the bill passed 51-6. 

Conference carmittee reµ:,rts for tip credits, public television, anticipated loss insurance, 
data privacy, Dakota County representation on the Minnesota Zoological Board, and peace 
officer training were also approved before Majority Leader Coleman made his :rrotion for 
adjournment until January 17, 1978. The Senate finished its business shortly before the House 
and l:oth had adjourned by late afternoon -- hours before the deadline, and in marked contrast 
from the frantic last minute activity that has characterized some sessions in the past. 

EDIIDR'S Nor.E: This is the last regularly scheduled edition of Briefly for this session. 
During the interim period, Briefly and other Public Infonna.tion Office publications will be 
issued at irregular intervals as the need arises. 



The Minnesota Senate Week in Review 

SENA'.I'E APPROVES: MAJOR TAX BILL; RE.JECTS .GUN . CQNTEOL FQR, NOW 
~ .. . . -

Down to the next to the last week of session,. the full Senate· net daily this· week and took action 
on a number of major bills._ including passage. of determinate sentencing, the Omnibus Tax bill, 
the Cxnnibus Transp::,rtation appropriation, and authorization of $100 million in oonding for bridge 
replacerrent and repair.. Rejected was the· controversial gun control bill,. but a rrove to reconsider 
was later approved, making it p::,ssible to bring the bill up another tirre this session .. 

During its first session of the week Monday· rrorni.ng, the Senate rroved .quickly through over 50 
bills waiting for final approval.,. M:>st of the bills, having been debated extensively before 
being given preliminary approval, were passed with. little discussion. H,E" 334, which prom.bits 
48 ft .. trailers and shortens the maximum allowable length. to 45 ftt while keeping the sarre overall 
length limit for trailer and tractor canbinations, was passed after a short debate,_ H.,F. • 970, 
which 1M:>uld require licenses for any one. selling leeches for bait, failed on a close 31~33 vote,. 
but a rrove to reconsider later passed 33~8 and the bill . was progressed~ Another bill generating 
debate~ H.F. 805, which would allow supervisory· personnel in school systems to join certain 
bargaining units. It passed 35-24 or only- one. vote. over the. 34 required for final passage.,_ 

After a noon recess, the. Senate ·took up the omnibus Ta~ bill, H._F., 1475.~ Chj:ef author William 
McCutcheon (PFL ~ St. Paul). first rroved tWJ L7:1p0rtant amendnents.£ . one. of which. exempted the first 
$5,000 in public employee :pensions from state. income. tax and the.other of which.restored the 
invest:nent credit, Since these changes ~uld result in an $18 million decrease. in revenues,. 
McCutcheon also rroved that the personal incorre credit per de:pendent ·be incre~sed from $21 to 
$30 instead of increasing to $34 as originally· provided in the billit A, ser.tes: of amendments 
were then offered by nenbers of the IndeF€I1,derit~publican ca.ucus f. a;ll of which. fa,iled • on 
partisan votes. The final vote on the bill . as amended was 53~12 with a;ll ! .12 votes a,gad,ns.t 
coming from I-R Senators. However, six I ~R Senators did vote in favor of · the bill,.· joining 4 7 
DFL Senators. • 

The tw::> major tax relief provisions of the hill are; $143 million in property- tax relief~ 
made p::,ssible by increasing the maxi.mum .homestead credit circuit brea,ker allow.cinces and other 
changes; $40.5 million in incc:me tax. relief, made possible by the. increase in the. credit 
allowance as rrentioned aoove"! 

..;: ·~ 

The bill will now go to a oonference comnittee to iron out difference between the Senate and 
House versions. 

Tuesdayts session of the Senate saw action on three major bills frcm the Special Orders 
Calendar. 

The detenninate sentencing bill (S .. F. 65}, authored by Sen. William McCutcheon (PFL - st. Paul), 
was the first of the controversial measures to • be heard. Detenninate sentencing is the method, :. 
of sentencing ba.sed on the idea that punishment should fit the crirre, not the person. It 
preSU11'Es that everyone who carmits the sarre crime should receive the sam: punishment. 

After the Senate had adopted an authort-s arrendnent rroving the bill rrore toward the House 
version, a series of amendrrents, including provisions for capital punishrrent and increased 
judicial discretion, were soundly rejected. The bill then received approval by a vote of 
58 - 5 and was sent on to the House. 

Another neasure sp::msored by McCutcheon did not fare as well. The "gun control" bill (H.F, 800), 
is actually designed, not to limit ownership of handguns but, to regulate the rroverrent of pistols 
fran dealer to individual. The measure requires a background check on an applicant and a seven 
day waiting period before. a pistol could be transferred. It is intended to keep pistols out of 
the hands of felons, minors and those with drug, alcohol and rrental problems. 

In an elc:quent plea for supp::,rt of the neasure Majority leader Nicholas Coleman (DEL .... St'!I Paul) 
sumnarized his belief in the bill by stating simply 11·this bill will save· lives." Sen. Nancy 
Brataas (I-R, Rochester) echoed Colernants sentim:nts adding "the bill is a rrost reasonable step11 

and urged a yes vote on the bill. Defeat for the measure came on a 38-27 vote, but the bill 
may be brought up again for consideration because Sen. McCutcheon voted on • the prevailing side • 
(against hls own bill) · thus enabling him to rrove to reconsider. 

A transit spending bill, totaling $35.5 million, was approved on a 48-12 vote'! The bill (S.F. 
1078). appropriates $29 million for the Metrop::>litan Transit Carmission and is designed to keep 
the basic fare for rrost MTC bus rides from ris.ll}g although sa:re fare increases may be required 
for longer rides. 
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The measure also provides $150,Q00 for a feasibility study of the proJ_JOsed downtown St" Paul 
:people rrover project.. Author David Schaaf (DFL - Fridley) added an amendment setting some • 
restrictions on the people rrover study; eliminating two MTC representatives from the project's 
steering committee and adding the corrrnissioner of transportation, a :rretroJ_JOlitan council 
advisory corrrnittee member and two non-voting legislators~ 

In other action Tuesday, the Senate gave final approval to bills; providing summer youth 
employment (S.F. 625- Sen~ Sam Solon, DFL - Duluth); allowing savings banks_ to establish 
negotiable orders of withdrawal accounts (JLF. 787- Sen" Winston Borden, DFL - Brainerd); 
changing the organization of the Attorney General•s office (H.F. 1364- Borden); imp::)sing lllflits 
on the issuance of licenses for commercial fishing on Lake Superior (H.F~ 140- Solon); and 
prohibiting employers from ma1<:ing deductions in wages without an employee'· s authorization 
(H.F. 541- Allan Spear, DFL - Mpls~) . 

Wednesday afternoon the Senate accepted the conference committee reJ_JOrt on the minimum wage 
legislation. According to author John Mil ton (DFL - White Bear) , all that differed in the two 
versions was the effective date and a corrpromise was reached that makes the increase effective 
Sept. 15, 1977. 

The Senate then took up S.F. 347, which would increase the allowable finance charges on open 
end charge accounts and sets limits on closed end accounts (which presently have no lllflit). 
A minimum annual charge of $15 could now be levied on open end accounts. According to Senate 
author Roger Laufenburger (DFL - Lewiston), a person who vvauld have an average balance of about 
$1,000 and thus be subject to $12 in nonna.l interest charges v10uld pay an additional $3 to bring 
the total to $15. After the $15 total is reached at 18 percent, the percentage charge must 
revert to 12 percent annually. OpJ_JOnents disputed Laufenburger's claim that stores were losing 
noney on charge accounts and pointed out that larger chains make substantial profits each year 
on fi..nance charges. But the bill passed easily on a 47-17 final vote. 

Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.) moved that the House amendments to the no site stadium bill be 
accepted and that the bill be sent on to the Governor. The repassage vote was 39-27, al.rrost 
identical to the original 40-25 Senate approval of the no site plan. Sen. Bill McCutcheon (DFL -
St. Paul) entered a ITOtion to reconsider the defeat of the gun control bill. The motion to 
reconsider passed and the bill was laid on the table for J_JOssible future action. 

The Wednesday evening session began with another Laufenburger bill on the Special Orders 
calendar, H.F. 733, which would authorize $100 million in highway bridge bonding over the next 
biennium. Of this arrount $50 million would go for trunk highway bridge repair and· replacement, 
the revenues being raised through highway fund bonds. Another $50 million in general revenue 
1:xmds would be allocated to county roads ($27 million), municipal routes ($8 million), and town
ship roads ($15 million). Amendments to .reduce the allocation for township roads failed when 
rural supporters pointed out that poor bridges on such roads are causing school buses to be 
detoured for miles because crossing some bridges is unsafe. The bonding bill passed easily 55-3. 

The next bill taken up Wednesday was H.F. 1610, the Omnibus Trans:portation finance bill. It 
appropriates a total of $861 million for transJ_JOrtation purposes during the biennium -- including 
highways, mass transit, airport regulation, and other activities now under the domain of the 
Minnesota Departrrent of Transp:Jrtation (Mn/OOT). Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL - St. Cloud), chainnan 
of the Finance Subconmittee on Semi-state and Transr:ortation, said he was rrost proud of the fact 
that the current appropriations had managed to hold the line and were $7.5 million less than the 
actual 1975-76 annual expenditures. Sen. David Schaaf (DFL - Fridley) amended in the entire 
transit bill approved earlier. He said that this was necessary because the Omnibus bill and the 
transit bill differed by some $3 million because the Omnibus bill had used estimates for transit 
but that his bill had developed the budget more corrpletely. The arr.endment passed and the bill 
i;.vas given unanim:)Us final approval. 

Four other SJ?ecial Order bills were also taken up. S.F. 897, also authored by Sen. Kleinbaum, 
increases the maximum benefit that can be paid to crime victims under the Crime Victims' 
Reparations Act. Three persons who have been seriously injured while crimes were being conmitted 
against them have been awarded the current maximum of $10,000. But Kleinbaum said he felt that 
this arrount was inadequate for a person who has beco:rre paralyzed for life or silnilar injuries 
and asked that the maximum be increased to $25,000. S.F. 193, authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener 
(DFL - Bertha), increases the maximum that can be expended on construction of arrrories. S.F. 120, 
authored by Sen. Bill MC:Utcheon (DFL - St. Paul) sets up bilingual educational programs for 
Spanish SJ?eaking people. The emphasis is on trai.visitional training that would allow Spanish 
speaking children to function in regular classrcoms. S.F. 783, authored by Sen. Howard Olson 
(DFL - St. Janes) would fund distribution of certain official state publications to county 
libraries. 
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The Thurs. May 12 session began with a discussion of the conference comni.ttee refX)rt on S.F. 32, 
the bill that provides funds for control of Dutch Elm disease. Sen. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL -
New Hope), the bill's author, explained the changes made by the corrmi.ttee. As it stands now the 
rrea.sure would provide a total of $28.5 million to corrmunities over a period of 24 rronths. The 
largest share of the appropriation ($21,625,000) would go for sanitation projects such as the. 
renoval of diseased trees. The full Senate concurred with the conference ccmnittee refX)rt and 
the rreasure received final passage. 

A :rreasure (H.F. 875) that attempts to deal with the housing crisis was the next focal J;Oint of 
discussion. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Franklin Knoll (DFL - Mpls.) , raises the oonding 
authority for the Housing Finance Agency from $600 million to $900 million, with $100 million 
eannarked for rehabilitation loans for existing hones and $200 million provided for additional 
financing of family barres for low and rroderate mcorre people. The bill also allows for rrore 
loan flexibility for housing and redeveloprrent authorities. Approval of the :rreasure was granted 
on a 45-6 vote. 

A bill establishing pilot programs to provide errergency shelter and treat:n:ent for battered 
'WOlTen. was the next i tern on the Special Orders Calendar to gait~ passage. Author Sen. Robert 
Lewis (DFL - St. I.Duis Park) explained the n:easure, noting "the problem of battered women has 
always existed but it is one of the least refX)rted crines/' and 11the bill attempts to address 
the problem of violent behavior in our society." 

Final approval was also given to a number of measures, arrong which were: A bill granting a 
cost of living increase for welfare recipients (S .F. 446 - Sen. Steve Keefe, DFL - .Mpls. ) ; a 
rreasure giving financial aid to detached worker programs through carmunity YM:!A's (S.F. 655 -
Sen. Hubert Humphrey III); legislation providing $640 thousand for public television in extreme 
northwestern Minnesota (S.F. 690 - Sen. Marvm Hanson, DFL - Hallock); and a bill permitting 
limited gamblmg for non profit organizations (H.F. 405 - Sen. Tom Nelson, DFL - Austin). 

over fifty :rreasures were given preliminary approval by the Senate acting as a cormri.ttee of the 
whole. A bill that would lift the construction rroratorium on 35 E (H.F. 544) was sp:msored by 
Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL - St. Paul). The rreasure was arrended by Sen. William McCutcheon (DFL -
St. Paul) to keep the rroratorium in effect while requiring a deadline on an environrrental impact 
statement. Also approved was a rreasure banning the sale of pressurized containers using 
chlorofluorocarbon propellants (H.F. 398 - Humphrey); a bill prohibiting the dissemination of 
FQrnography depicting minors (H.F. 343 - Olhoft, DFL - Hennan); a rreasure designating wild rice 
as the official state grain (H.F. 55 - Peterson, DFL - Detroit Lakes); and a bill encouraging 
post-secondary institutions to grant corrparable credit for comparable work at another institution 
(H.F. 12 9 - Penny, DFL - New Richland) . 
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TAX COMMITl'EE WRAPS UP BUSINESS FOR THE SESSION 

The Senate Conmittee on Taxes and Tax Laws, chaired by Sen. William McCutcheon (DFL-St. Paul), 
rret Tues. May 10 and Wed. May 11 to consider a number of bills and conclude carmittee business 
for the session. 

Of chief importance was the omnibus energy bill (S.F. 669) authored by Sen~ Jerald ,Anderson 
(DFL-North Branch). ·Tne tax provisions of the bill were substantially am:mded by the carmittee. 

An attempt to add an excise tax based on milage to first t:i.rre autarobile registrations was 
defeated. The bill was then approved by the canmittee. 

A great deal of discussion occurred at both meetings on a measure (S.F. 1050) dealing with 
the statutes on the state sales tax. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL-Herman), 
incorporated several provisions suggested by the department of revenue. After extensive debate 
a section dealing with sales tax on conntry club fees and recreational facility fees was struck 
fran the bill and final approval was granted. ' 

An.other measure suggested by the revenue department was also passed by the carmittee. The 
bill (H.F. 585), authored by Olhoft, contains definitions of income for senior citizen property 
tax freeze credit purposes and sets out procedures for tax liens on personal property. 

In other action this week the ccmnittee approved: S.F. 979, authored by Sen. Amulf Ueland 
(I-R, NOrth Mankato), allowing an exemption fran the gasoline and special fuels tax for muni
cipal transit systans; S.F. 1238, authored by Sen. Roger Strand (DFL-cyrus) calling for sales 
tax on telephone service charges be made payable by the person paying for the service; S.F. 1214 
authored by Sen. Ron Sieloff (I-R, St. Paul) , establishing filing requirements for a condaninium 
association; H.F. 993, authored by McCutcheon, anticipating the caning of the metric system by 
establishing a method of taxation on liquors sold in metric containers; and S.F. 126, authored 
by Olhoft, mandating the taxation of nnemployment canpensation benefits when gross inccme 
exceeds $15,000 per year. 

FINANCE MJVES OO'ICKLY TO ACr CN REMAINING BILLS • 

The Senate Finance Camnittee (chaired by Sen. Roger .r-t:>e, DFL-Ada) rret twice Wed. May 11 and 
again Thurs. May 12 to clear its agenda of sare 30 or nore bills awaiting Finance Carmi.ttee 
approval for appropriations. (Bills which involve both policy matters and financial appro
priations are first heard by policy carmittees and then referred to Finance for action on the 
appropriation secticns. Finance is also free to make policy amen.dnen.ts, however). 

At the Wednesday norning session, the Finance Ccmnittee approved~ election-related measures 
by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) . The first (S .F. 266) appropriates noney to produce a manual 
to instruct new election judges; the second (S.F. 519) makes changes in registration procedures, 
including a new provision that will allow a person to autanatically change his voting regis
tration when that person changes the address on his driver's license. This provision is 
designed to reduce voting day registrations which totaled a record 474,000 statewide during 
the 1976 election. Also approved was a measure (S.F. 448) by Keefe that begins implenentation 
of the emergency 911 number. Other bills approved included S.F. 472, authored by Sen. Eugene 
Stokowski. It would increase the state contribution to the Teacher Retirement ftmds from 2.5 
percent to 3. 0 percent annually. According to Stokowski this increase is necessary to prevent 
huges deficits because of unfunded accrued liabilities. Originally the bill had increased 
the state contribution to 4.5 percent but the Minnesota department of Finance said that such 
a large increase would not be necessary if the fund eamed an average of seven percent annually 
on its investments. Stokowski said that the fnnd has earned less than five percent annually 
during the past 45 years, however. The ccmnittee also approved funds to set up a criminal 
justice telecormrunications system, and several other bills. 

'Wednesday afternoon the carmittee approved two important bonding measures. S.F. 1444, authored 
by Sen. A.O.H. Setzepfandt (DFL-Bird Island), increases PCA pollution control bonding from its 
current $95 million level to $135 million. The second, authored by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL
North Branch) provides $62.5 million in bonding for acquisition and developnent of parks and 
trails throughout the state. Also approved was S.F. 743, authored by Sen. John Milton (DFL
White Bear I.ake). The bill sets up a statewide program of pre-school health screening. 

On Thursday the carmittee approved. necessary ftm.ds to enforce legislation that would bar age 
discrimination, okayed a bill that w:>uld allow the department of welfare to purchase insurance 
that w:>uld protect foster parents against liability in cases of damages caused by the foster 
child, and also approved $600,000 to set up six Native American Bicultural Educational programs 
across the state. Several other bills were also approved while others were voted down as the 
carmittee sought to keep spending within limits of available dollars. Additional bills were 
to be heard Friday norning -- including the O:nnibus Energy bill and S.F. 202, which w:>uld 
create a Department of Economic Security. 



The Minnesota Senate Week in 
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SENATE APPROVES FINANCE" BILLS! CHANGED POWERLINE PROCEDURES 

Meeting four times during the week, the full Senate moved through dozens of bills 
and approved several major items -- including the $1. 72 billion education aids bill, a 
$445.5 million appropriation for state agencies, and a bill that makes major changes in :µ:,wer 
plant and p::,werline siting proce::lures. 

At . the .lt>nday day session, the Senate gave final approval to 27 bills and preliminary approval 
to·• alnnst 30 rrore. Arrong the measures winning final approval were: • 

• S .F. 109, authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley) . The bill provides for 
appointment of state corrmissioners an::1 department heads by the G:>vemor for tenns 
that run concurrently with the Governor~s-: It was amended to include a six year 
expiration date at which time the legislature will review its workability. 
• S.F. 695, authored by Sen. Peter Stumpf (DFL-St. Paul). The bill authorizes 
$8. 25 million in -bonds for renovation and repairs at COiro Zoo. 
• S.F. 1302, auth:>red by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes). The bill instnicts 
the Department of Trans:P)rtation to re~rt on the feasibility of constnicting roadside 
informational plazas which would provide directions to resorts and other recreational 
facilities nearby. • 
• S.F. 1208, autmred by Sen. John Milton (DFL-Wllite Bear Lake). The measure requires 
that polling places be made accessible to the elderly and the physically handicapped and 
that assistance be provided those unable to enter the polling place. 
• S .F. 830, authored by Senators Sam Solen (DFL-Duluth) and James Ulla.,d (IR-Duluth) . 
The bill places a special two percent sales tax on ·on.:..saie ·focrl and drink in the Duluth 
area. Proceeds are to help fund several ccmnuni ty developnent projects. 
• S .F. 798, authored by Sen. Robert Dunn (IR-Princeton) . The measure would make any 
person woo is injure:1 in the course of assisting a police officer eligible for YOrkers' 
compensation benefits. 

. • S.F. 1165, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids). The bill would regulate 
land use by private citizens who ovm property within state parks and provides that any such 
land be sold to. the state up:m death of the current owner of his first generation descen
dants. It passe:1 by an extremely close vote, winning just the 34 votes neede:1 for final 
passage. 

The funday night session of the Senate saw passage of ~ major appropriation bills. The largest 
e:lucation aids package in the state's history- was approved on a 55-10 vote. The bill (S.F. 481, 
H.F. 550) carri<::~i a $1. 72 billion appropriation for the state's -educational system. The measure, 
sr;onsored by Sen. Gene Me-.-rrian (DFL-Coon Rapids), provides foundation aids of $1,025 per pupil · 
unit for the 1977-78 school year. A series of amendments offered by Independent Republicans, 
designed to raise the anount of per pupil aid, were defeated durfm the course of the debate. 
The .bill will now be sent to a conference con:mittee. 

Approval was granted a $445.5 million bill (S.F. 1467) to finance rrost state departments for the 
biennium. The bill YOuld increase allocations to state agencies by 15% but is aoout $500,000 
short of the Governor's recorrmendations. Sen. Hubert Humphrey III, chairman of the Finance 
Subcomnittee on State Departments,state:i that the bill was "an attempt to trim the bureaucracy 
without losing services." The final vote for the measure was 57-2. 

A third bill on the Special Orders Calendar (S.F. 1350), ,3uthore:l by Sen. Nancy Brataas · (I-R, 
Rochester), was also approved. The measure postp:mes the effective date for implementing unifo:rm 
curriculum for nursing assistant training. 

Preliminary approval was grante:1 to a measure (S .F. 497, authore:i by Sen. Allan Spear, (DFL-MPLS.) 
t.11at would add the w:>rds "affectional preference" to the state Human Rights Act. (The bill f aila:1 
to win enough votes for final passage and subsequently was withdrawn by the author and returna:1 to 
the Judiciary Comnittee on Thursday). Tues:iay night the full Senate approve:1 the bill (S.F. 1489) 
appropriating funds for semi-state agencies. Finance Subcamri.ttee chairman Jack Kleinbaum (DFL -
St. Cloud) si;x:,nsored the measure which has a total appropriation of $11. 6 million, $250,000 less 
than the Governor's reccmnendation. Major increases of furrling from the last biennium include:1 
$1 .. 8 .million for the Minnesota Historical Society and · $4 million for the state . Arts !bard. The 
bill was approved 49-0. 

L-ri other action, the full Senate granted final approval to over 30 bills with little or no debate. 
Discussion centered on bills liste:1 on the General Orders Calendar. The Senate,. acting as a 
a:mmittee of the whole, gave preliminary approval to: S.F. 678,. authored by Sen. Winston :&:>rden 
(DFL; - Brainerd), allowing F & M Savings Bank to establish negotiable ord.ers of withdrawal (a 
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system that oper~esrnuch like checking accounts); S.F. 1172, also authored by Eorden, 
adding rnetroEX)litan and capitol area agencies to the Administrative Procedures Act; 
S.F. 1051, again authored by Eorden, allowing for grand juries to be drawn from rrore 
than one county; S .F. 1410 (Eorden) providing that the resp:msibility for the assignment 
of deputy and assistant attorney generals to various state departments reside with the 
Attorney General; and S.F. 1106, authored by Sen. Howard Olson (DFL - St. James), 
authorizing counties to prohibit the transp:,rtation of solid waste to other counties. 

The first item to cane up for consideration at the Thursday session was S.F. 497, 
the controversial "gay rights" measure, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL - Mpls.) 
Tw::) Senators who had sup:EX)rted the measure earlier were absent and Spear acknowledged 
that he did not have t..he required 34 votes needed for passage. He said the campaign 
against the bill was the rrost "vicious" he had witnessed in his years in the Senate 
and added that if a secret ballot were ta1<en the bill -would pass. He than rroved that 
the bill be withdrawn from the Senate and returned to the Judiciary Comnittee. After 
some discussion the Senate acceded to his reouest. 

Bills making theft of cable television transmissions illegal, appropriating rroney to 
cover the cost of special elections held to replace Agriculture Secretary Robert 
Berglund and State Senator Alec Olson (who became Lt. Gov. when GDv. Perpich took office),, 
and several other measures were given final approval. 

Several irnJ;:ortant bills designated as Special Orders were then taken up. S .F. 896 ,. 
which niakes a number of irnJ;:ortant changes in the :p::,wer plant and :r:owerline siting 
procedures to be followed by the Environmental Quality Council (EQ:), was the topic of 
fairly extensive discussion. Author Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon Rapids) explained the 
bill, which includes a number of complicated tax provisions that -would reduce the 
:r;,roperty taxes of residents along lines. The bill also changes the line siting 
procedures by eliminating the ~-step process of selecting a wide corridor and then 
designating a specific route within that corridor and instead calls for a single step 
route designation. Other provisions of the bill allow a person who feels that the 
1;0werline threatens his health or safety to demand that the r::ower company prop::,sing 
a route through his property purchase his entire property instead of the area affected, 
and also provide mechanisms for increased citizen input into the p::,werline siting 
procedure. The bill passed 56-1. 

Another item on the Special Orders Agenda, S.F. 1065, which.w:Juld have allowed the 
Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) to invest up to $30 million of its 
funds to build an office-building in St. Paul, was referred to the Finance Corrmittee 
for further hearmgson a 29-24 vote. 'Iwo other items were approved -- s:F. 341 
provides a credit for day care expenses for dependent children and H.F. 531 pe.nnits 
banks to take second rrortgages in federal disaster areas. 

The Senate then turned to a 92 i tern C--eneral Orders Agenda. Al:out 50 bills were given 
preliminary approval, many of which had l.imi ted or local significance only. A:rrong them 
was H.F. 40, which requires 30 hJurs of educational courses prior to licensing as 
real estate brokers or sales agents and an additional 60 hours in the three years 
following licensing. The bill was amended to delete the training requirement prior 
to licensim but the bill's author, Sen. Allan S~ (DFL - Mpls.) indicated that he 
"MJuld rrove to reconsider that action. Also· approved was a measure by Sen. Sam Solon 
(DFL - Duluth) that limits the numbers of OJIIITiercial fishemen on Lake Superior. Solon 
indicated that p:;pulations of herring, lake trout and others were near depletion and 
that this bill was necessary to preserve sp:,rting fishing on the lake. A bill by 
Sen. Eugene Stokowski (DFL - Mpls.) that renoves the age requirement for ap;,lication 
for non-qualification certificates also gained preliminary approval. 

CORRECTION: In last week's wrap-up of Serate action, it was incorrectly refX)rted that 
only two amendments were successfully added to the stadium bill. Four amendments were 
approved. In addition to the t-wo cited last week, -o.;o other amendments were approved -
one of which provided that available federal rronies should be sought,. and the other of 
which ·provided funds for land acquisition if needed. 
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C:IJV OP CONrINUES HEA..~S ON DEPARIMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY;: FINAL VOrE SEr 

At meetings Tues. May 3 and Wed. May 4 the Governmental Operations Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. 
John Chenoweth (DFL - St. Paul), continued hearings on a romprehensive reorganization of state 
human services. S.F. 202, autoored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL - Ada) v;ould create a super-agency 
for state human services such as employment services, vocational rehabilitation, welfare 
services and others. 

Opconents of the measure said that similar reorganizations have failed to produce improve:i 
results at the service delivery level and that ne,, levels of top bureaucracy v;ould re:iuce 
accountability. Sen. Frank Knoll (DFL - Mpls.) said he was concerned that so many people who 
v;ould be directly affected by the reorganization appeared to opp::>se it. Senate research 
staff briefed the conmittee on the results of a study of similar measures. The corrmittee 
members were told that the results were mixed, that quantitative service delivery appearerl to 
improve but that the oualitative impacts were difficult to assess. A vote had been scherluled 
at the We:inesday session but time ran out and a special Friday session was schedulerl. Results 
of that meeting were not available. 

JUDICIARY BARS ALIEN LAND ACaJISITION, APPROVES ONE TENANI' BILL AND WILL STUDY SECOND 

Several measures were approved by the Judiciary Corrmittee at meetings Mon. May 2 and Wed. 
May 4. Included was a bill (H.F. 79) that bars non-resident alien acquisition of fann land 
and another that requires that landlords pay tenants interest on security derx:,sits and which 
provides penalties for wrongfully withholding a rortion of the deposit. A second tenant bill, 
also by Sen. William Luther (DFL - Brooklyn Center), that v;ould allow tenants to "repair and 
deduct" was laid over for interim study. 

At two meetings Friday the conmittee was to take up nine additional bills, including S.F. 811, 
the Onnibus Privacy bill authorerl by Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL - Mpls.) · The bill defines 
private and confidential infonnation and provides safeguards against wrongful access-"."' 
particularly in cases of electronic romputer file~. 

AG & NA'IURAL RESOURCES BAN SPRAY CANS; APPROVES POLIIJTION CONTROL MATCHING GRANTS 

At meetings Tues. May 3 and Thurs. May 5 the Agriculture and Natural Resources Conmittee 
approved a bill by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III that would ban manufacture, sale and use of 
spray containers using chlorofluorocarbon propellants. Also approved was a measure by Sen. 
A.O.H. Setzepfandt (DFL - Bird Island) that provides $124 million in bonding to provide local 
communities with the 15 percent matching grant noney neede:i to obtain fe:ieral funding. A 
bill by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL - Detroit Lakes} that designa.t~s wild rice as the state 
grain was also approved, in addition to several others. At the Thursday session the comnittee 
discussed and then laid over a bill by Sen. William Luther (DFL - Brooklyn Center) that 
clarifies the scope of Pollution Control Agency p:::,wers in regulating fX)llution. 

CCM1ERC'E CCM-1ITTEE APPROVES RFADABLE INSURANCE POLICIES AC,T 

The Senate Comnerce Corrmittee, cha.ired by Sen. Robert Termessen (DFL ~- Mpls.) ,. met Tues. May 3 
and approve:i a number of bills. 

Annng the measures passed was H.F. 1201, s:ponsored by Sen. Gerry Sikorski (DFL "."" Stillwater), 
a bill requiring that insurance p)licies be "readable and understandable to a person of 
average intelligence." Also approved were H.F. 1094, authored by Sen. Roger Laufenburger 
{DFL - Lewiston), providing for competitive bidding on group insurance oontracts for public 
employees; H.F. 1179, authore:i by Sen. Howard Knutson {I-R, Burnsville),, requiring non'7"'profit 
health service plan oorp::,rations to maintain a surplus of at least $100,000; and H,F. 296, 
sp:msored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.), establishing a Life and Health Guaranty Association. 

OMNIIDS TAX BILL APPROVED BY COMMITI'EE 

The Senate Tax Corrmi ttee, chairerl by Sen. William M:::Cutcheon (DFL - St. Paul} , debaterl provisions 
of the annibus tax bill this week. The Mon. May 2 meeting was devote:i to discussion of Article 
X, the section dealing with ta.coni te taxation. Wed. May 4 the comni ttee continue:i to hear 
public· testinony on various other sections of the bill.. The rrost controversial element being 
a plan to tax pensions in Minnesota. A total of 18 amendments were offered by comnittee 
members but only tt-;o were approved by the oonmittee. The bill will nCM go to the Senate floor .. 

FINANCE OKAY GIVEN TO NUMEROUS BILLS IlCT.IJDING SUMMER YOOTH EMPLOYMENT MEASURE 

Having cornplete:i carmittee and floor action on nost of the major appropriation bills, the 
Finance Corrmittee, cha.ired by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Ada) turned this week to numerous bills 
awaiting financial revicW and approval by the committee. Approved this week was a bill that 
doubles state spending to create smmter youth anployment from $4. million to $9 million over 
the next biennium. The additional $5 million '"°uld cover a special program for oollege round 
or college youth that would permit participants to earn up· to $1100 in surrmer job incane. Also 
approve:i were bills increasing the compensation to crime.victims, providing a start-up appro-
priation for an Indian small business assistance program, the state employee pay bill, the 

Housing Finance Agency arpropriatj.on and bonding authorization( and .oth~s~ 
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COMMITI'EE PASSES HOME CARE PRCGRAMS FOR THE NEEDY, "IDRK EQUITY" REQUIREMENTS 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Carmi.ttee met Tues. May 3 and approved a measure 
(H.F. 572, S.F. 629) establishing an experimental program to provide alternatives to nursing 
hane care in selected areas of the state. The bill was sp:msored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL
Mpls). 

Also approved by the canrnittee were H.F. 1498, (S.F. 1465, authored by Sen. Conrad Vega), a 
bill creating mandatory "work equity" programs for general assistance recipients; H.F. 856, 
authored by Chairman George Perpich (DFL-chisholm) allowing the commissioner of public welfare 
to establish a centralized disbursement system for AFOC, em:rgency assistance, and food stamps; 
H.F. 319, authored by Sen.B.Robert Lewis (DFL-St. Louis Park) , changing the narre of "daytime 
activity center" to "developnental achievement centers"; and H.F. 823, authored by Sen. James 
Nichols (DFL-Iake Benton), pennitting the use of plastic water casings in water wells. 

ICCAL GOVERNMENT CCMMITI'EE CONCLUDES HEARINGS 

The Local Government Comni.ttee met Fri. April 29 and Wed. May 4 to conclude corrmittee hearings 
on a number of bills. The comnittee approved a measure (H.F. 1129) authored by Sen. Jerarre 
Hughes (DFL-Maplewood), codifying existing laws relating to the COillfX)Sition, tenns, selection 
and redistricting of the board of corrmissioners in Ramsey Co1.mty. 

~ bills were heard and passed onto the Consent Calendar: H.F. 937, authored·by Sen. Peter 
Stumpf (DFL-St. Paul), deleting obsolete provisions about parks and recreation areas from the 
Ramsey county code and H.F. 323 authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-South St. Paul), providing 
an unclassified p:::,sition as administrative assistant to the Sheriff of Dakota county be 
authorized. 

EMPIDYMENT CCMMIT.I'EE HEARS COLLECTIVE BARGAINING SUCCESSOR CIAUSE BILL 

The Senate Employment Comni.ttee, chaired by Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Laviston), devoted 
discussion Mon. May 2, to a measure (H.F. 7) providing for successor clauses in collective 
bargaining. The bill's sp:::,nsor, Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul) argued that "a contract 
is not worth the paper it is written on if the business changes hands", because the nav owners 
w:>uld not necessarily honor the old contract agreem:nts. The bill was laid over by the can
mittee. 

In other action the ca:mri.ttee approved a bill (H.F. 1283, S.F. 1426), authored by Sen. John 
Milton (DFL-White Bear lake), rerroving the requirement of approval of industrial develo:pme.nt 
oonds by the carmissioner of econcmic development and a :treasure (H.F. 1310, S.F. 1422), 
authored by Sen. Laufenburger, bringing state laws concerning unemployment compensation 
requireuents confonnity with federal requirements. 

GENERAL LEGISLATION CCMMITI'EE WRAPS UP COMMITI'EE BUSINESS 

The General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Comnittee rret Tues. Ma.y 3 to act on the final 
twU bills before the caarnittee this session. 

The first, H.F. 261, authored by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) authorized the corrmissioner of 
Veterans Affairs to act as the guardian for minors or inc-anpetents receiving nonies from the 
U.S. Goveniment when a U.S. agency requests the Ccmnissioner do so. The bill also allows the 
Corrmissioner to have just one trust account instead of individual accounts for each guardian
ship. 

A second bill, (S.F. 1473), authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley), requiring blood 
alcohol charts to be :p:,sted in all establishments selling alcoholic beverages and in ne,, 
cars was laid over by the corrmittee. 

EDUCATION COMMrrTEE OKAYS PUBLIC TV MEASURE 

The Senate Education Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jerare Hughes (DFL-~.aple~), met Tues. May 
3 and approved a bill providing matching funds for public television stations. The bill allows 
the state to match funds given by small private contributors and was s:p:,nsored by Sen. Sam 
Solon (DFL-Duluth). 

Also granted approval was a measure (H.F. 1518) , introduced by Sen. Otto Bang (IR-Edina) , 
allowing land to be detached fran the Eden Prairie sc:hcx)l district and attached to the 
Bloomington school district. 

Thurs. May 5 the ccmnittee approved a rreasure (H.F. 44) s:p:,nsored by Sen. Jack Kleinbat:nn 
(DFL-St. Cloud), appropriating m:mey to tr.ie Council on Quality Education for the design and 
implementation of programs for high :p:>tential c..l-iildren. 
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SENATE PASSES ID SITE STADIUM BILL, rnNIBUS FINANCE MEASURES, rn DAILY SESSIONS 

Meeting daily Saturday through Thursday (except Sunday), the Senate rroved through scores 
of bills this week, including passage of ~everal pieces of major legislation. 

Anong the rrore .important bills approved were: 
• The no site stadium bill, authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.). It authorizes 
bonding of up to $55 million for the construction of a :multi-purfX)se sports stadium. 
Funds to meet payments would cane from ticket revenues or from a back-up b\O percent 
liquor tax on sales in the netro area. A seven member conmission would choose the 
site and decide upon a domed or open .air type. 
• The appropriation of $652.8 million to .fund post-secondary education, including the 
state tn1iversities and the U of M . . 
• The appropriation of $954 million to ftn1d various health, welfare and correcti9ns 
programs over the biennium. Included was a proviso to close Hastings State Hospital 
on January 1, 1978 and Anoka State Hospital on Janua:cy 1, 1979. 
• S.F. 311, a major rourt refonn neasure. Authored by Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL-Mpls.), 
the bill allows the chief judges of county and district courts to reassign judges in 
their districts in order to rreet varying workloads. 
• S.F. 1077, which creates a . Crime Control Planning Board. The new board supercedes 
the Governor's Canmission on Crime Prevention. Author Winston Borden (DFL-Brainerd) 
indicated that th~ measure was intended to give the Legislature a broader role in 
crime prevention policies and administration.. • 

At the Sat. April 23rd meeting, preliminary approval was given to about 40 bills. Among the 
rrore extensively debated measures were: S.F. 667, a bill that authorizes a $10 million 
oonding program in Minneapolis to provide loans for the rehabilitation of small businesses; 
,S.F. 737, a bill that allows CM1ers to place a tag on their pets indicating that if irr;:x:)Unded, 
the animal should not be used ·for research; S.F. 191, a bill that allows adopted children to 
learn the identity of their biological parents, provided that the parents do not file an 
objection; and S.F. 543, a bill that would have lifted the construction rroratorium on 35E 
through St~ Paul. All of the oontested bills passed after amendm:mts except the 35E 
rroratorium measure, which was strongly opposed by Senate Majority Leader Nicholas Coleman. 

At the t-bnday day session, a total of over· 40 bills were given final approval. S.F. 125, 
the "Arab ooycott" bill, authored by Sen. Steve Keefe, was approved 52-4. The Minnea.J?Olis 
bonding measure for rehabilitation of small businesses was .approved 44-14 and the leave of 
absence bill passed by a 41-18 vote (both had been given preliminary approval Saturday). 
Also approved (57-3) was S.F. 804, the. Cmnibus DWI (Driving While Intoxicated) bill. Authored 
by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) the law would allow ·courts or arresting officers to retain 
the driver' s licenses of persons convict~ of DWI offenses. Also . approved were measures 
requiring employers to pay rerrcdeling costs for mrkers who are handicapped because of 
industrial accidents; extending the tax credit -for feedlot pollution- control _equipmpnt and 
providing for carryovers of the · credit; defining po~•1ers of arrest _ of U of M police officers; . 
prohibiting short-barreled shotguns; and others. {Complete details of Senate action~ are 
listed in the official JOURNAL OF THE SEt:JATE.) 

At the MJnday night session, the cmnibus Health, Welfare and Corrections bill was approved 
after extensive debate. The bill, which appropriates $954,878,000 over the next biennium, 
passed 55-8 after a series of amendments to keep various state hospitals open had all been 
defeated. The bill is 12 percent less than the departments had requested. HWC Fiance sub
a:mnittee chainnan Robert Lewis (DFL-St. Louis Park) defended the cuts, saying that it was 
time for the legislature to get a handle on the budget and to stop open end appropriations. 
Also approved t-bnday night was a $339,000 deficiency appropriation for Amtrak senrice to 
Duluth for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1977. It will take another ·$1 million to sub-

• sidize the _service for one additional year, the cut off point for continued funding. By then 
the route is expected to be self-supfX)rting or Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth) said he would be 
the first to vote to end the subsidy. S.F. 686, t-he bill allowing pet owners to prohibit use 
of their animals for research, was amended to delete a provision that had allowed local com
munities to pass ordinances placing carmunity-wide bans on research use of .irnpounded pets. 
Preliminary approval was also given to S.F. 109 (authored by Sen. David Schaaf, DFL, Fridley), 
which provides for the cote:rmi.nous appointments of state department heads with the Governor. 
The bill also gives the Governor corrplete hiring and firing authority, a provision that 
was debated. extensively. • • 
(rontinued on page 2) 
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At the Tuesday night session, the Senate gave final passage to over 20 bills and preliminary 
approval to over 20 nore. Anong those given final approval were: S.F. 541, which authorizes 
value analysis of certain Mn/Dot construction projects; S.F. 368, which gives continued in
surance coverage options to spouses when coverage would end because of divorce; S.F. 558, 
which allows trapping of the Great Homed Owl under certain specified conditions; S.F. 825, 
which changes eminent danain procedures in Hennepin County and.prohibits lawyers who have 
argued an eminent donain proceeding within one year from serving on a judgement panel; S .F. 
426, which allows the issuance of a limited license for those who have had driver's licenses 
revoked, in order to attend drug or alcohol counseling programs; and S. F. 411, which provides 
for the training and licensing of peace officers in the state. Also given final approval 
was the animal research prohibition measure, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids). 

On the General Orders Agenda, the_rrost controversial :measure, S.F. 116 unit pricing, was 
defeated by a 25-31 vote after extensive debate. Author Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul) offered 
several amendments that would have extended the scope of the bill, but they were defeated. 
Proponents, including co-author Gerry Sikorski (DFL-Stillwater), argued that the bill 'IATOuld 
assist consurrers in making the best buys. Sen. Nancy Brataas (I-R, Rochester) said that as 
a homemaker she personally found the unit pricing system very helpf--..1 when doing grocery 
shopping. Opponents argued that the measure would increase the cost to stores and that such 
price increases would be passed on to consurrers. Sen. Ed Schrom (DFL-Albany) also said that 
unit pricing does not take differences in quality into account. "There are good cherry pies 
and bad cherry pies, " he said. 

At the Wed. April 27 evening session, the Senate first passed bills changing the duties of 
the Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources and requiring the licensing of Montessori 
schools by the oornrnission of education. Also given final approval were three bills on the 
Consent Calendar. On a close 29-28 vote, S.F. 109-cotenninus appointments, was noved back 
to General Orders. The nost extensively debated measure on the General Orders Calendar, 
S .F. 131, which relates to registration of lobbying efforts, was re-referred to t.he Judiciary 
Carrmittee. Chief author William Luther (DFL - Brooklyn Center) urged the Senate not to refer 
the bill to Judiciary because he said he "doubts he will see the bill again." By a vote of 
36-24 the measure was sent back to Judiciary. 

The Senate then took up several Special Orders. First to be heard was H.F. 1510, the Omnibus 
Higher Education funding bill. It passed 61-0 after little debate. S.F. 311-court refonn 
was also on the Special Orders agenda. Two amendments, the first of wh.ich 'IM:>uld have allowed 
transfers of judges without their explicit consent and the second of which would have provided 
for only one chief judge in each judicial district, were both defeated. After defeating an 
additional arnendrrent the bill was passed 40-14. 

At the Thursday day session, several additional bills were given final approval. The most 
hotly debated bill, S.F. 1118, which vJOuld have allowed duck hunters on private property to 
leave their decoys out over night, was defeated 26-39. On the General Orders agenda, S.F. 109, 
the coterminous appointments bill that gives the Governor hiring and firing power over state 
depa.rt:ment heads, was amended to provide that the act expire after six years. This provision, 
authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-COOn Rapids) was in response to the.fear of some Senators 
that the Governor might be too powerful under the ncW law and that it would be .irnp:>ssible to 
change the law later because of his veto power. With the nav "Sunset" provision the bill 
passed. Also given preliminary approval were S .F. 695, an $8. 25 million metro bonding measure 
for rerodeling and repairs at·Corro Zoo; S.F. 297, which makes certain changes in the tip credit 
provisions for minimum wages; and S.F. 1302, which would require Mn/D(Jr to study the feasibility 
of constructing roadside infonna.tional plazas to direct tourists to nearby resorts. Voted down 
was a special orders bill that would have established a state investment pool for local govem
m:nt. In addition several nore bills were given preliminary approval at the Thursday night 
session before taking up the stadimn bill. Included were S.F. 787, which directs the state's 
department of agriculture to study the need for licensing tree rerroval operators; and S.F .. 1165, 
which requires privately owned land within state parks to be used in a manner consistent with 
park use and that the private land should be sold to the state upon death of the current owner· 
or first generation descendents. 

The Crime Control Planning Eoard bill was also approved on final passage. The Senate then 
turned to S.F. 895, the no site stadium bill. Debate lasted about two and a half hours and 
a dozen amendments were offered, only tw:> of which passed. One would require that sma.11 
oontractors be awarded parts of the contract; the other would provide that the chairman of 
the site-selection carrmittee serve a full tenn, instead of serving at the pleasure of the 
Governor. The closest vote cam: on the arrendment by Minari ty Leader Robert Ashbach that would 
have authorized the rerocrleling and doming of the U of M Marorial Stadium. If failed 30-31. 
The bill as amended passed 40-24. Having voted on the prevailing side, author Keefe then 
noved to reconsider -- a rrotion that was prorrptly defeated. Keefe's nove foreclosed any future 
attempt to reconsider since such a rrotion can only be introduced once. The Senate will not 
meet this weekend but will convene at 10:00 AM on Monday. 
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PANEL APPROVES MEASURE TO RAISE CHARGE ACCOUNI' INTEREST LIMIT 

The Senate Corrmerce Corrmi ttee, chairerl by Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL - Mpls. ) voted Fri. 
April 22 to raise the state interest limit on revolving charge accounts to 18 from 12 percent 
a year. The bill, authored by Sen. Roger La.uf enburger (DFL - Lewiston) , '¼Ould also put a.11. 

18 percent limit on installment loans which have no state limit now. Under the bill, (S. F. 34 7) 
the. maxirnu:m interest rate would be 1 1/2 percent a ironth until the total for a year is $15 
and then the interest reverts to the present 1 percent. 

Sen. William Luther (DFL - Brooklyn Center), sponsor of a bill to hold down electric rates 
for residential users, changed his bill (S.F. 97) into one calling for a study of the 
prop:)sal and of the same approach to gas rates. 

EDUCATION CCMMITI'EE APPROVES COMPARABLE CREDIT MEASURE 

The Education Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL - MaplevJOOd) met Thurs. April 28 
and approved a measure (H.F. 129) encouraging institutions to grant comparable credit for 
-work at another institution. According to the bill's author, Sen. Tim Penny (DFL - New 
Richland), students muld know what is transferable and institutions ~uld be encouraged 
to develop uniform standards. 

The committee also approved the Governor's app::,intment of Mrs. Katherine Vanderkooi to the 
State Board of Corrmunity Colleges. 

At a meeting of the Education Subcommittee on Education Aids Mon. April 26, a measure 
(S.F. 512), authored by Sen. Jack Kleinbatnn (DFL - St. Cloud), appropriating funds for 
programs for gifted children was approved. 

CMNIHJS TAX BILL DEBATED BY COMMITTEE 

The Corrmittee on Taxes arrl Tax Laws met Wed. April 27 to begin discussion on the omnibus 
tax bill. The committee, chaired by Sen. William Mca.ltcheon (DFL ~ St. Paul), discussed 
article rv, the section dealing with dependent care at the Wednesday meeting. · Further 
discussion on the omnibus bill is scheduled for later meetings. 

A bill (S. F. 158) , authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL - Park Rapids) , authorizing payment 
in lieu of taxes on certain classifications of property was approved by the corrmittee. Also 
approved was a measure (S.F. 1019}, authored by Sen. Douglas Sillers (I-R, M:x::>rhead), 
authorizing taxes in excess of levy limits for the arts. 

EMPLOYMENr COMMTITEE'HEARS 'HOOSE BILLS 

The Senate Employment Corrmittee met Wed. April 27 to hear a number of Ibuse bills. H.F. 212 
sponsored by Sen. Conrad Veqa (DFL.,... St. Paul) providing a period when employment fees must 
be refunded was approved. H.F. 920, sponsored by Sen .. George Perpich (DFL - Chisholm), 
provides for unions to be notified when a member is injured or dies.. The bill was amended 
to allow the employer 48 hours after receiving notice of such an injury to notify :toth the 
union and the Department of La.tor and Industry,. Sen.. Peter Stumpf (DFL .,... St. Paul} introduced. 
a bill authorizing payroll deduction for local arts and science councils . Both bills were 
approved. by the camri.ttee. 

COMMI'ITEE BANS IDN-REIURNABLE PLASTIC MILK CARrONS 

A mea!?ure (H.F. 45) prohibiting non-returnable plastic cartons was approved Thurs. at a 
meeting of the Agriculture and Natural Resources Corrmittee. The committee, chaire:i by Sen. 
Gerald Willet (DFL- Park Rapids) amended the bill to include plastic-coated paper milk 
cartons. The ban on plastic milk cartons is to begin on July 1, 1978 and on the plastie:
coated paper cartons is to start in 1980. The bill's sponsor in the Senate is Sen. William 
Luther (DFL - Brooklyn Center) . 

In other action this week the cannittee approved a resolution, sponsorei by Sen. Douglas 
Johnson (DFL - Cook), that the State of Minnesota be grantei control of the Eastern 
T.i.wen.;olf. Under the measure (H.F. 105) the Dept. of Natural Resources ~uld undertake 
to protect the wolf without letting it damage the livestock of area farmers. 

The Su b:omnittee on Environmental Protection approved. a measure (S .F. 197) prohibiting the 
sale of pressurized containers using chlorofluorccarron propellants. The bill, sponsored 
by Sen. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL - New Hope) w::,uld allow medicinal aerosols to be used. 

FIN?-\.NCE CCMMITTEE IDRKS ON OMNIBUS BILLS 

The Senate Finance Conmittee, chaired. by Sen. Rog-er MJe (DFL - Ada) completed 'iN'Ork on 
several omnibus bills this week. The comnittee followed subcormri.ttee recorrmen::1ations for 
funding for State Depart-Jne.."t"lts, Sani.-state Departments and Trans'f()rtation. The Education 
(can't on page 4) 
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Aids bill, a $1.725 billion package was also approved by the corrmittee. 

Total appropriations were $449.4 million for state departments, $15.4 for semi-state and 
$825.6 million for transp:)rtation. 

The committee also approved funds to supp:)rt the determinate sentencing bill (S.F. 65) and 
a special elections cost measure (S.F. 157). 

GOVERNMEN.rAL OPERATIONS HEARS OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES TESTIMONY 

The Senate Governmental Operations Cornnittee, chaired by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL - St. Paul), 
began "MJrk on a bill (S.F. 202) that 'MJuld create a Department of Economic Security. The 
measure, authored by Sen. Roger ~e (DFL - Ada), w::,uld abolish the Department of Employment 
Services and the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation. Eoth areas would' fall under the 
jurisdiction of the nf:!N department. Further hearings on the bill are scheduled for next 
week. 

JUDICIARY APPROVES POWER LINE BILL 

The Judiciary Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL - Mpls.) met Mon. April 25 and 
approved a bill that places higher priorities on agricultural land in p:JWer line routing. 
The bill (S.F. 896), Sp:)nsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon Rapids) provides for changes 
in the purchase of lands arrl for grievance procedures on the part of landowners. 

In other action the canmittee approved a bill (S.F. 662) providing enforcement p:)Wers for 
the payment of child supp:)rt. The measure is Sp:)nsored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL - St. Paul) . 
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SENATE DEFEATS CAMPUS LI(UOR C'ONI'ROL, APPROVES BP.Afai BANKnG ·AND ARAB OOYCOIT BILLS 

At meetings lt>n. April 18 and Thur. April 21, the full Senate defeata:1 a bill by ·Sen. Jack 
Kl.einbaum(DFL - St. Cloud) that ~uld have allOw'ed state colleges and universities to control 
liquor use on their own campuses; approved a bill by Sen. Winston Forden (DFL - Brainerd) 
that allows banks to set up branches within the economic developnent region in which t.11e home 
bank is located; and gave preliminary approval to a bill by Sen. Steve Keefe · (DFL - Mpls.) 
that w::mld prohibit Minnesota COrp:)rations from joining in the tertiary Arab boycott (the 
. boycottlrtJ of -businesses that do business with Israel) . 

Aloo approved at the M:mday session ,-..,as a bill by Se.Tl. David Schaaf (DFL - Fridley) that 
·repeals the state ' s Surrlay Holiday bill and allows trucks to operate in class A cities with
out requiring special permits. The branch banking -measure was approved 38-25. Several 
other measures were ~so approved. 

At the Thursday session final passage was given to several bills that were given preliminary 
approval lt>nday. Inclu::led were S.F. ·105, auth:>red by Sen. Jack Davies {DFL - Mpls.), a bill 
that allows fathers of illegitimate parents first adoption rights should the nother decide 
to give the child up; S.F. 430, a bill exen;,ting peace officers wh:> have ce1t1pleted approved 
vocational-technical instruction frcm further training requirenents (authored by Sen. C--eorge -
Perpich (DFL - Chisholm); and~ bills by Sen. Frank Knoll (DFL - ·Mpls.} that require the 
state to purchase certain percentages of rraterials fran ·sma11 and minority-operated businesses. 
Aloo approved was a bill that allows cre:lit unions to contract with other cre:lit unions to 
provide ce-rtain services (such as data processing) that smaller credit unions cannot afford 
to maintain in:li vidually. 

Three tax measures on . the Special Orders agetrla were also approved. S .F. 816, autmred by 
Sen William McCutcheon (DFL - St. Paul), allows the Revenue Department to obtain additional 
infonna.tion with:>ut going through procedures specified in the Administrative Procaiures Act. 
H.F. 437 (Senate ·author wayne Olhoft, DFL - Heman) sjmply brings state definitions of gross 
inrome in line with federal. H.F. 586 (Senate author William McCutcheon, DFL - St. Paul) 
provides for reciprocity with Wisconsin for l:ilnited tax infonnation and subjects any 
infonnation given to the Wisconsin depart:rnen.t to the same privacy safeguards required by 
Minnesota law. 

The Senate also votei to approve the pay bill as passed by the House. - It was signed Thurs:iay 
by the G:>vernor. 

The Senate is scheduled for a day-long session Saturday April 23; a 10:30 to 3 pn session 
M:m:lay another 7 to midnight session ~nday evening. Several other evening sessions are 
scheduled or i:ossible next week. 

SENATE FINAN:E ~P~ JlFA,LTH, WELFARE L ~:IONS ~ :EpUCAT~~ OMNIBUS BILLS 

At meetings ltm. April 18 and Wed. April 20 the Finance Ccmnittee (chaired by Sen. Boger ~e, 
DFL - hia) met ar.d approved annibus funding 'measures for Health, Welfare and Corrections, 
am F.ducation. The me furxiing totaled $946 million over the caning biennium. The Education 
funding totaled $652.8 million·. 

'lwo items were debate:i extensively at the liv'I: session lt>ooay. The Health, Welfare ar.d 
Corrections Sub:xmnittee (chaired by Sen. Pobert Lewis, DFL - St. !Duis Park) had reccmnerxle:i 
the closing of -Hastings and Anoka sta~ rospitals.· Urban area legislators expressed concern 
that this ~d leave the metro area witoout a state hospital but the full a:mnittee went 
along with the sulxx:mnittee recc:mnerrlations. Awther rrajor issue surfaced over the 
sulxx:mnittee recc:mnerrlation to slash a total of $2.5 million fran .chen:i.cal dependency 
programs. The full a:mni ttee over-rode the sulxx:mni ttee rea:mnendation am restored the 
full furxiing. 

The Education annibus bill was $32 million less than the Governor's recomnendation. Much • 
of the cutback was aciµ.evei through reductions in the University of Minnesota appropriation. 
The H::>use Appropriations Carmittee reduced the University allocation even irore drastically, 
cuttirt:3' al::out $45 million fran the Governor's $403. 2 million reccmnen1ation. 

At a Friday aftern::xm meeting the ccmnittee also considered omnibus furxiing measures for 
State Departments, Sani-state Departments and Transportation. The_ sul:xxmnittee recomnendations 
are for $449.4 million for state departments over the biennium, $15.4 million for sani-state, 
and $825. 6 mi 1 lion for transrortation. • 

-Apublicat1on oflhe ~t:mate Public Information Office, Rm. 829, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
•-~Z 

'----· 
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EMJ?IDYMEm' CCMilTI'EE DEBATF.S IDRKERS I CCMPENSATION MFASUBE 

The Senate Employment Ccmnittee, chaired by Sen. Roger Iaufenburger (DFL - Lariston) devoted 
two hearing this week to a major ~rkers' canpensation bill (S.F. 960). At a special night 
meet::w:J the bill was extensively debated and then referred to subccmnittee. The ~e is 
sponsored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls. ) 

F.arlier in the week the ccmnittee voted to send tw::> bills dealing with econ:mic developnent 
to the GJvernmental Operations ~o::annittee. S.F. 202, autlDred by Sen. P.oger M::>e (DFL - Ada) 
vOJJ.d establish a Department of Fcon:mic Security and S.F. 835, authored by Sen. John 
Chenoweth (DFL - St. Paul), ~uld establish a Human Services Board. 

A bill. (S .F. 297l, authored. by Sen. John Milton (DFL - lmte Bear Lake) ,. designed to 
eliminate tip credits was amende:i so that tip credits are not aoolished completely. An 
enployee must ·make $L-15 an tour in tips before an enployer can take the tip credit urrler 
the amended version of the bill. The measure also specifies that tip pooling am:,ng employees, 
if it is done, must be completely voluntary. The bill was a~ved by the ccmnittee. 

CG1MIT1'EE APPIOl.ES- EIJJCATION AIDS-~ 

The Senate Education Cbnmittee, headed by Sen. Jerome Hughes CPFL ~ Mapl~) ,._ gave ·final 
approval to a $1,725 billion school aids package. The only major change to the bill (s·.F. 481.) 
came in the fonn of a mature staff arrendment t:bat w:,uld allow- older teachers to step out of 
teaching ta:n;x:,rarily~ 

The bill,. SI;Qnsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL -~ coon Fapidsl, sets basic state aid to sch:x:>l 
districts at $1,025 per pupil unit during the next school year and $1,.075 in the following 
year. other provisions include a 60 cent per day tuition for vocational students um.er 21 
and $2 per day tuition for older students, an extra $20 million for districts experiencing 
declining enrollment ani requirement of·a- certificate of·need before a school could be built 
or expanded. 

The cc:mnittee also approval a measure (S.F. 743), authored by Sen. Jolm Milton (DFL - White-
. Bear Lake), that ~uld initiate health screening of pre-school children on a state wide basis. 

The a:mtroversial schcol re::listricting plan (S.F. 156} prop:,sed by Sen. Jerald Atrlerson 
(DFL - ?-brth Branch) was tabled by the ful1 ccmnittee at a meeting Thurs. April 21. A 

number of other bills were_ approved an:l r~referred to Finan~_at that time. 

GAMBLrm BII:cs· HFARD BY· CCMfiTrEE 

Sen. Howard Olson's (DFL - St. James} General: Legislation and Veterans Affairs Ccmnittee 
voted approval of a measure (S.F. 399) allowing fraternal,. religious and other non-profit 
groups to operate gambling devices as long as the gambling is not-done for pecuniary gain. 

. . -
The bill's autl'X>r, Sen. Tan Nelson· (DFL - Austin), :p:,inted out that such gambling is- widely 
done rrM a.rd that m::,st law enforcement. agencies do not think of it as gambling since the 
IJCOCeeds are usually· given to charity·. Nels::>n also stated that ·the measure is designed to 
give municipalities ncre controi over g:roups lx>lding- "gambling nights" as fund raisers by 
requiring licensure.. • • • 

. The ccmnittee also heard Sen .. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL - St. Cloui) explain .a measure (S.:t. 33) 
allowing pari-mutuel bett::w:J in Minnesota .... _The bill was quickly sent to subcarmittee for 

• further study. • 

A oontroversial stu:ient sn::)king bill (S.F ~ 354) _authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - -Coon 
Rapids), was laid over after having several hearin3's. 

I.CCAL OOV'ERNMENl' CCMilTI'EE HOIDS EXTRA MEEI'INGS 

The ·Senate IDcal Government Ccmnittee, chaired ·by Sen. Myrton Wegener (D~ - Bertha) held 
extra meetings this week in an attempt to hear a large number of bills before the deadline 
date. MJst of the bills were of a very specific nature and were approved by the ccmnittee. 

One of the bills generat:in:J oontroversy, h:Jwever, was a measure (S.F. 424) requiring seven 
member county ooards in counties having p:,pula.tions. greater than' 90,000. Author Gerry 
Sikorski (DFL - Stillwater) said that the bill is designed to make local government IIDre 
re5!;X)nsive to the needs of the people. After sane debate the bill was laid over for interim 
stu:iy. 
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ENERGY AND HOOSING PASSES HOOSING F~ BILL; GASOLINE TAX FOR SOLAR DEVELOPMENT. 

At meetings Tues. April 19 and Thurs. April 21, the Senate Energy and Housing Comrni ttee approved 
S.F. 867 (the On:n.ibus Housing Finance Agency bill), and S.Fo 788, a bill providing for a 1¢ 
per gallon ad.di tional tax on gasoline. The con:mi ttee, chaired. by Sen. Jerald Anderson 
(DFL-North Branch), also approved a bill (S.F. 803) by Sen. John Bernhagen (I-R, Hutchinson) 
that would fund research and developnen.t of a diesel-alcohol fuel mixture. 

The Housing Finance Agency bill, carried by Sen. Frank Knoll (DFL-Mpls.) , was amended. to 
provide down payment assistance to qualified low incane applicants and to provide a larger 
rronthly subsidy on rrortgage payments. Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul) offered amendments 
requiring reµ:>rts on the location of loans and that 10 percent of agency funds be devoted 
to concentrated renovation in redevelopnen.t area.s. 

Discussion be:Jan on the gasoline tax measure at the Tuesday meeting but was cut short by the 
evacuation of the Capitol because of a lx:mb threat. On Thursday Sen. Robert Benedict 
(DFL-Bloomington) continued. his arguments in support of his prop::,sal. The measure would 
authorize a statSNide vote to increase the state gasoline tax by one cent per gallon. The 
proceeds from the tax, estimated to generate $20 million annually, w:>uld fund solar energy 
installations (grants and loans) and "WOuld also fund continued research and develop:nent into 
solar and other alternative energy sources. The measure was approved and referred.- to the 
Senate Transportation Corrmittee for further hearings. 

The diesel-alcohol measure w:>uld fund research into use of alcohol to supplement petroleum 
supplies. Preliminary research in:iicates'"'. that as much as 10 percent alcohol could be 
added witlnut requiring engine rrodification. In addition, the mixture may improve fuel 
economy by seven percent, experts testified. The measure was approva:1. 

COMMITTEE APPROVES BILL PROHIBITThG CAMPAIGN "DIRI'Y TFICKS '' 

The Senate Elections Comnittee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL~ Mpls.) met Tues .. April 19 
and approved a measure prohibiting infiltration and sabotage of political campaigns. The 
bill, (S.F. 1310) authored by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.), would make campaign interference 
a misdemeanor. 

In other action, the corrmittee heard bills presenta:1 by Sen. George Pillsbury (I-R, Wayzata) 
and Sen. Arnulf Uelarrl (I-R, North Mankato). The Pillsbury bill (S.F. 1121) deals with 
the distribution of funds for p:,litical campaigns obtained through the state income tax 
check off. Individual party accounts w:>uld be eliminated under the measure. The Ueland 
bill (S.F. 1124) deals with election day registration and would prohibit a person who 
registers on election day from vouching for another person. Eoth bills were laid over for 
interim study. 

TAX C~IT'ITEE APPROVES "NO SITE" STADilJM BILL 

The Senate Corcmittee on Taxes and Tax Laws, chaired by Sen. William McCutchoon (DFL-St. Paul), 
met Fri. April 15 and approved a "no site" stadium proposaL 

The bill (S. F. 895) , autlnred by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls .. ) had entera:1 the con:mi ttee 
with an amendment specifying a Bloomington site.. An author" s amendment was adopted,. however, 
that allowed for the con:mission to choose a site.. The bill was then passed on a 13-6 roll 
call vote. 

At a meeting Wed. April 20 the con:mittee devoted. its attention to a number of technical 
bills. Sen. Ron Sieloff (I-R, St. Paul) sponsored several measures • relating to state income 
tax. S.F. 981, a bill that alters the meth:xl of computing gross income for the adjusted. 
homestead credit circuit breaker, was sent to a subcorrmi ttee for further study. S .F. 57 9, 
a measure that w::,uld provide a "cany forward" for large charitable contributions was 
approved by the ccmnittee. 

Also approved were b\O bills authorizing a gravel tax in three Minnesota counties, (S.F. 173) 
authored by Sen. Marv Hanson (DFL-Hallock) and (S.F. 475) authored. by Sen_ Collin Peterson 
(DFL-Detroit I.akes). A bill, (S.F. 830), authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), that 
allows a sales tax on food and drink in Duluth was also approved. 
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JUDICIARY APPROVES COORI' REFORM, GAY RIGHTS, CJrHER MEASURES 

A bill that includes protection for gays in state human rights laws was approved by the 
Senate Judiciary (Jack Davies, DFL - Mpls., Chairman) at its Mon. April 18 meeting. The 
bill, S.F. 497, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL - Mpls.) w::>uld prohibit discrimination 
against horrosexuals in employment, housing, ed.ucation and credit matters. Minneap:>lis. and 
St. Paul l::cth have city ordinances similar to the prop:>sed state law. 

The bill drav a number of witnesses both for and against the measure. Prop:>nents, including 
a clergyman, a gay activist, and the nether of a gay son, all urged the ccmnittee to include 
gays in the discrimination laws to insure basic human rights. Opp:>nents were especially 
fearful that the law w::>uld allow gays to gain undue influence in schools and that they could 
affect the developnent of children. After extensive discussion, the ccmnittee approved. the 
measure by an 11-3 vote. 

Discussion of a measure by Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL - Mpls. ) that w::>uld allow transfers of 
district and county court judges to meet varying workloads began Morrlay and was carried over 
for final action at the Wed. April 20 meeting. Tennessen said S.F. 311 would .improve the 
court system by allowing the chief judges of each judicial district to transfer judges from 
ccunty to district courts so that the caseload of judges -would be distributed rrore evenly. 
This would result in greater efficiency and cut dCMn. on trial delays, which now exceed 18 
rronths in some areas, witnesses said. The rrost extensive and heated debate came over 
whether such transfers sl:ould be allowed with or without the consent of the judges involved. 
Advocates of extensive reform, such as Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL - St. Paul) , argued that 
requiring consent w::>uld make the provision meaningless. But several judges testified in 
favor of the consent provision and. the ccmnittee majority concurred. 

Several other bills were also approved but did not generate extensive debate. A total of 15 
bills were considered by the ccmnittee on Friday. (Results of that meeting were not 
available at publication deadline and will be summarized next week.) 

LAETRILE; CATASTROPHIC HEALTH INSlJRAfCE PLANS DEBATED 

The controversial drug laetrile was the subject of emtional debate at a crow:ied meeting of 
the Health, Welfare and Corrections Carmittee Tues. April 19. A bill (S.F. 1010), offered. 
by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL - Sturgeon Iake) v-;ould legalize the sale and prescription 
of the substance in Minnesota. Chairman George Perpich (DFL - Chisholm) laid the bill over 
for further study. 

In other action this week the ccmnittee heard a bill (S.F. 959) relating to catastrophic 
health insurance. The bill was extensively amended and re~referred to the Finance 
Corrmittee. The bill's author is Sen. Gerry Sikorski (DFL ,:- Stillwater). Also approve:l 
by the comnittee was a bill (S.F. 1;3,Gl), sponsored by Senl! John Milton (DFL - T.-Jhite Bear 
Lake} authorizing fu:rrls for healthJ-:tesearch. 

COMMERCE COMMI'ITEE ACTS ON INSURAf.JCE BILLS 

The Senate Ccmnerce COIIIni ttee,. headed by vice-chairman Allan Spear (DFL - Mpls. ) met Thurs. 
April 21 and approve:l several bills dealing with insurance. 

Other bills acte:l up:>n included S.F. 1086,. authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.), a 
measure that gives municipalities local control in licensing establishments_selling 
liquor and cigarettes; S.F. 1135, authore:l by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL - Fridley}, a bill 
requirinJ a certificate of insurance be filed before a rrotor carrier permit can be issued; 
and S.F. 1179, authored by Sen. Mel Frederick (I-R, West Concord), a bill allowing savings 
and loan associations to buy revenue l::cnd.s, 

MI'C FINAlCIN:;, RESORr mFOR--JATION PIAZAS, n.:cREASED DRIVER'S LICENSE FEES ALL APPROVED 

At meetings Mon_ April 18, Tues. April 19, and Thurs. April 21, the Tran.sp:>rtation Corrmittee 
(chairerl by Sen. Clare.nee Purfeerst, DFL ... Faribault) approved several• major changes in 

Metropolitan Transit Carmission (MIC) fund.ing, increase:!. driver's license fees, and. approve:!. 
a bill requiring the Minnesota Department of Transp)rtation (Mn/001') to study the feasibility 
of building a series of roadside informational plazas that w::>uld give direction and distances 
of resorts in the area. 

The MrC funding bill, authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL '!- Fridley), w::>uld set nE!N maximum 
limits for the arrount of MrC subsidy on bus routes .. Critics of current MIC p::,licy argued 
that certain suburban routes are subsidize:l extensively while passengers on inter-city routes 
pay alrcost the full cost of operation. NE!N maximum subsidies of $1. 25 per p:iSsenger w::>uld 
becane effective Jan. 1, 1978 and w::,uld be re:iuced to $1.00 per p:issenger on Jan. 1, 1979. 
MI'C would have to decide whether to raise fares, cut service frequency or Se:]Illents of routes 
not meeting these guidelines, Schaaf said. The bill also el.iroinaterl MI'C sup:p:)rt for the 
"people rrover" project in St. Paul. 

(continue:i on page 5) 
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The ccmnittee also approved an increase in driver's license fees from $5 to $7; gave 
authority to Mn/001' to use its equip:nent to rerrove dilapidated roadside buildings; 
okaye:i a bill making it permissible for rrotorists to stop on interstates in order to assist 
others, arrl gave M:n/001' additional time to complete parts of the statewide transportation 
plan. 

AG & NATUFAL RESCUICES APPROVES $52 MILLION PARKS & TPAII.S BILL 

At meetings Tues. F-...pril 19 and Thurs. F-..pril 21, the Agricultural and Natural Resources 
Ccm:nittee (chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet, DFL - Park Rapids) approved a number of bills, 
including S .F. 1360, 'v'Ird.ch aut..0.0rizes t.½e sale of $52 million in borrls to acquire and 
develco carks and trails t.h.rouamut the state. 

~ ;.. --

T'ne ni.easure, autl:ore::1 by Sen. Jerald Ar.derson (DFL - North Bra.rich) , originally included 
$62.5 rnillion in conding authority, but the corrmittee cut out $10.3 million that 'WOuld 
11ave gone to develop:nent of parks :L."'1. t.½e metro area. Another $11. 5 million for acquisition 
of land in the metro area was left in the bill. The measure continues t..11.e state's Resource 
2000 program, aimed. at acquiri..rig parks and recreational space n::;w so that it will be 
available in the future. 

Also annroved Thursday irlaS a bill by ccmnittee chairman Willet that requires owners of 
property that is lccated. within state parks to use their property in a manner consistent 
with the plannerl use of the park. Upon death of the owner or_ up:m sale, the land must 
then be sold to the state so that it can be incoq:orated into the park. The Willet measure 
avoids the need for state condemnation and allows current owners to continue use of their 
property. 

At the Tuesday meeting the romnittee approverl a measure that includes the sale of leeches 
und.er the provisions of the state minnow law, another measure requiring licensing of 
custom fOC<l prccessors, and several others. 

OOV OP .APPROVES PENSION MEASURES, CRIME CONTROL PLANNING, ~"li\TER RESOURCES BOARD 

'I.he Goverrunent Operations Ccrnnittee, chaired by Sen. John Chencwet..h (DFL - St. Paul) 
approved a variety of local pension rreasures, bills creating a Cr.llte Control Planning 
Board and a Water Resources Planning Board, and several other rreasures at rreetings Tues. 
April 19 and Wed. April 20. 

Tne Crirre Control bill (S.F. 1077), whic...~ is authored by Sen. Winston Borden (DFL -
Brainerd) would a:t:olish the Governor's Cr.irre Carrnission and replace it with a ne!/-7 board. 
Borden said that part of t..he reason for the legislation was to increase the am:::::nmt of 
legislative input into cr.im: control rx:>licy and that under the bill 11t.½e legislature 
will be an integral part of t.i.ie planning process. " 

Also approved following extensive discussion and amendrrents was S .F. 1201, whic...½ 
establishes a Water Planning Board under statutory authority. Chief author Gerald 
Willet (DFL - Park Rapids) said that Minnesota drought conditions still rank 7 on a 
scale of 10 and tl1a.t future demands will put an increasing strain on water reserves. 
The bill establishes guidelines for use, requires studies to detenn.ine existing water 
supplies, a11.d sets forth :penni t procedures. 
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-HASTINGS CIDSED·, "FUZZ BUSTERS" BANNED, BRAN:H BANKING OKAYED BY SENATE 

A -number of controversial bills received final approval by the full Senate this week in three 
active sessions held MJn., We::i. evening and Thurs. 

The nove to close Hastings State Hospital won approval on a 59-7 vote. Opp:ments of the bill, 
citing the needs of the residents of the three county area served by Hastings, offered an 
amendment allocating $3.6 million for conmunity based mental health units. Bill author George 
Perpich (DFL - Chisholm), reasone::i that the- extra appropriation was unnecessary because alloca
tions,currently being made by the Finance Comnittee already take the three county area into 
account. The amendment failed 18-47 after heated debate. 

An $ll million "deficiency appropriation•' bill (S .F. 1072) that covers the expenses incurred 
by the. Department of Natural Resources fighting forest fires last year was also passed. The 
bill.was sp:msored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL - Ada). 

A much disputed "fuzz buster" bill (S.F. 141) was approved 37-28. • The measure, authored by 
Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL - Faribault), prohibits the sale or possession of radar detection 
devices. in Minnesota. Opp:ments of the bill had clairoed that such ·a measure was an invasion 
of personal privacy. 

Als::rpassei was a measure (H.F. 82) increasing the anount of pecuniary gain before a crime 
may. be classified as a felony. Chief Senate author is Jim Nichols (DFL - Lake Benton) . 
Preliminary passage was granted to a bill, authored by Sen. Winston Borden (DFL-Brainerd), 
allowing branch banking in Minnesota. The measure (S.F. 450) would pennit banks to establish 
bran:hes only in the econanic developnent region in which the princip~ office is located and 
only in. towns with pJpulations greater than 2,000. • 

A measure (S.F. 57) establishing local control of campus liquor pJlicy at state colleges 
(chief author Sen. Jack Kleinbaum, DFL - St. Cloud), also gained preliminary approval, along 

with.a bill (S.F. 651 - authored by Sen. George Perpich) that establishes state-wide standards 
for safe drinking water. Several non-controversial measures were also given preliminary okays. 

COMMITrEE DEEATEs ·sccIAL SERVICES BLCCK GRANrS 

A plan:-to· distribute social service m::mey to counties through block grants was laid over for 
interiitr study by members of the Sena:~e Health, Welfare and Corrections Conmittee at a 
meeting. Thurs. April 14. Chainaan Ge::>rge Perpich (DFL .... chisoolm) sp:msore:i the bill, 
which would consolidate a number of categorical social service aid programs into block grants 
to ·eachcounty. 

In other action the carmittee approved a bill (S.F. 707), authore:i by Se..11. Robert Tennessen 
-(DFL - Mpls. ) , establishing programs for displaced homemakers. A bill (S. F. 458) , pror;osed 
by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.), increasing the personal allowance for nursing home residents 
to $-35 :per rronth was also approved. Both bills must now be heard by the Finance Corrmittee. 

Earlier-this week the ccmnittee approved S.F. 883, a bill authorizing rroney for Vinland 
National Center (author: John Mil ton, DFL - w1ri.te Bear Lake) and S .F. 1058, a bill providin;r 
grants to plan an::l organize hurran services programs (author: Howard Olson, DFL - St. James) . 
The· two bills were amended and sent to Fina.nee. 

AG AND NAT RE'SOtJR:ES APPIDJES roWER LINE SITIN:; BILL, WATER PLANNING 

At meetings Tues. April 12 and Thurs. April 14, the Agriculture arrl Natural Resources Can
mittee (chaired by Sen. · Gerald Willet, DFL - Park Rapids) approve::i several measures, including 
S .F. 1201. (creating the Water Planning BJard) arrl S .F. 896, which makes certain changes in 
p:,wer line siting procedures. 

The water Resources bill, authored by conmittee chainaan Willet, establishes a State Water 
Planning Eoard under statuatory authority. (The current bJard was create::i by executive order.) 
The bill also deals comprehensively with the regulation of water use, establishes n&N priorities 
for use, ar.d appropriates rroney to conclude a state-wide groun::1 water survey. 

The p:1Merline siting measure, authorerl by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon :Rapids), was the 
topic of an evening meeting Thursday that did not adjourn until 2 am Friday. The bill, which 
had 15 amendments adderl during the marathon session, attempts to clarify procedures follc:Med in 
placing p:,wer lines am p:iwer_ plants and ~uld give a higher priority to avoidance of prime 
agricultural land in future routing. 

A publication of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. 829, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
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GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS APPROVES SUNSEI' MEASURE, OrHER BILIS 

At meetings Tues. April 12 and Wed. April 13, the Governmental Operations Corrmi ttee, chaired 
by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St.Paul) approved a number of measures including S.F. 66, a bill 
requiring pericxlic oversight and review of the regulatory functions exercised by state agen-.. 
cies. (Such bills are corrm::mly referred to as "Sunset" laws since they allow expiration of 
certain functions when the legislature feels there is no longer any need.) 

The autmr of the sunset measure, Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL -New Hope), called it a 
"large step in the historical process of establishing the co-equal status of the Legislature .. H 

Under the measure one-seventh of the state's regulatory agencies 1NOuld come up for a review 
each year. It would begin with an internal review in which the agency would be requiroo t.o 
justify the existence of certain programs. The Legislative Audit Commission, working with 
preliminary rep:)rts, ¼Ould then select out one or two (at minimum) for a canprehensive review ... 
Tmse rep:)rts would then be scrutinized by the appropriate legislative standing comnittees. 
If no need for continuation was found, the programs '\\7Culd be phased out over the next one 
year period. • 

Also at the Wednesday meeting, the committee took up a bill that would establish an internal 
bond counsel for the state. The measure was laid over. It passoo a bill that exempts 
tmse employees in the office of state mediator from being part of collective bargaining 
units since they have access to infonnation that could be sensitive in negotiations. 

On Tuesday the committee approvoo a measure by Sen. Emily Anne Staples (DFL - Plyrrouth) that 
provides assistance for the International Center, another that provides for the investment 
of Metrop:)litan Airp:>rts Commission funds and a final bill that eliminates changes for 
legislative manuals. 

JUDICIARY APPIDVES OMNIBUS DWI BilL, AMENDED GUN CONrROL MEASURE 

At meetings Mon. April 11 and Wed. April 13, the Judiciary Com:nittee passed two major 
bills -- the Cinni.bus DWI (Driving While Intoxicatoo) measure and a gun control bill that 
requires a mandatory 14 day waiting period before a person can pruchase a hand gun from a 
dealer. 

One of the major changes in the DWI bill (authored by corrmittee chairman Jack Davies, DFL
Mpls) is a net1 procedure that allows arresting officers or courts to retain the licenses 
of those who refuse tests (implied consent) or those who are convicted of DWI offences. 
Following convictions, the department of public safety currently sends a .revocation notice 
to the party involved., asking that the license be surrendered.. Fr~ently there is no 
compliance. By taking the license at the time of arrest or conviction, and issuing a tem
p:)rary license that is only good during appeal, the non-surrender problem can be solved 
witmut endangering due process, according to Davies. The measure also includes several 
other changes, including required. urine analysis to check for controlled substances. 

The han:i gun control measure, authored. by Sen. Bill Mc:Cutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) , came up for 
committee action on Wed.nesday. Opp:ments of the bill were given equal time (the proponents 
were heard the previous week).. An amendment by Sen. ·Ron Sieloff (I-R, St. Paul), which 
eliminated private transfers of guns frcm the provision of the.bill, passed by an 8-7 vote. 
The measure, which only requires the waiting period for purchases made from licensed. gun 
retailers, allows local p:)lice to check out the background of the applicant to determine 
whether the person has a history of drug or alcohol problems, mental illness, a criminal 
record, or is a minor. If any of the five applied, the purchase could be blocked. 

The cannittee also passed several other bills.· 

TRANSPORI'ATION APPROVES BRIDGE OONDING, IDISE BARRIER CONsrRJCTION IDRA'IDRilJM 

At meetings M::mday, Tues::lay, arrl Thursday, the Transp:)rtation Conmi ttee approved. a number 
of measures, including the continuation of the bridge bonding program through 1978 with an 
additional $50 million in bonds. The comnittee also approved a measure that allows con
tractors to collect interest on sums due from governmental units if those units are slow in 
making payments on completed w::,rk and another bill increasing the width limit on trailers fron: 
8-9 ft. for hauling construction or fann equipnent. Also approved. was a bill authored by 
corrmittee chairman Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault) that puts a rroratorium on construction 
of noise barriers and directs MN/IX)T to pursue research into alternative noise abatement 
rneth::>ds. 
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COMMITTEE APPRCNES HENNEPIN COUNrY PARK LEVY ThCREASE 

The Senate IDcal Government Conmittee, chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), approved 
a bill (S.F. 978) that would pennit Hennepin County to increase its levy for the county 
park and rese:rve districts from . 67 to 1. 0 mill. Also, under the prop::,sed measure, authored 
by Sen. Elnily Ann Staples (DFL-Plynouth), the county "M:>uld be able to issue b:mds exceeding 
the present $2.5 million limit~ 

Other bills passed at meetings Mond. April 11 and Wed. April 13 included a measure (S.F. 36), 
autb:>red by Sen. Gerry Sikorski (DFL - Stillwater), requiring railroad companies to reim
burse local governments for expenses incurred putting out fires caused by locarotives and 
a bill (S.F. 628), prop::,sed by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL - Jordan), extending the compliance 
date for county land and planning controls to August 1, 1978. 

IDRKER'S COMPENSATION BILLS ROCEIVE HEARINGS 

Members of the Senate :Employment Camnittee, chaired by Sen. Roger Laufenb.urger (DFL -
Lewiston), focused their attention this week on issues relating to worker's compensation. 

A major worker' s compensation bill (S. F. • 960) authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls) , 
received its first hearing Wed. April 13. Arrong the many provisions of the bill are sec
tions that increase the canpensation levels, clarify the definition of family farms, rerrove 
the exemption of state legislators, and allow owners of businesses to elect coverage for 
themselves. It is expected that the bill will be extensively amended before the final 
vote by the carraittee. 

_ Two other bills relating to -workets compensation were approved by the carraittee. The first, 
S.F. 943, authored by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL - Faribault), authorizes "M:>rker's compen
sation coverage for owners of a business or family farm. The second, S.F. 821, sp::,nsored 
by Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL - Hennan), excludes family coq:orations from coverage. 

COMMI1ITEE APPIDVES HANDICAPPED PARKING BILL 

The Senate General Legislation and Veterans Affairs COlllnittee, chaired by Sen. Howard 
Olson (DFL - St. James), met Tues. April 12 and Wed. April 13 and approved a number of bills. 

Sen. Robert Benerlict (DFL - Bloomington) introduced a measure (S.F. 922) that would provide 
penalties for non-handicapped persons parking in spaces designated especially for the 
handicapped. 

S.F. 932, introduced by Sen. Mike Menning (DFL .... Edgerton) increases the filing fee for 
autan:obile registrations to $2.00. Sen. Sam Solon (DFL - Duluth) sponsored a bill (S.F. 
356) authorizing a tax credit to veterans awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. A 
measure (S.F. 753) authored by Sen. Ibuglas Johnson (DFL .-. Cook) allows a biennial payment, 
instead of an annual payment, on the tax assessed on trailers under 3, 000 lbs. Sen. Jack 
Kleinbaum (DFL - St. Cloud) sponsored a bill (S.F. 39) that increases the number of insti
tutions penni tted to conduct minimum basic p:,lice training. A bill (H.F. 38 0) relating to 
bicycle registration was also approved. 

a.1NIBUS EOOCATION AIDS BILL STUDIED 

Members of the Senate Education COlllnittee, headed by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL - Maplewood) , 
held extra meetings this week to consider the cmnibus Education Aids Package. 

The bill (S. F. 481) , S!X)nsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon Rapids) , outlines the 
state's participation in educational funding for the current biennium. Substantial amend
ments have been offere:i arrl will receive full consideration during hearings next week 
before any final action is taken. 

In other action, the carraittee approved a measure (S.F. 679), authored by Sen. Tim Penny 
(DFL - New Richland), that clarifies and further outlines the types of student financial 
aids available through the Higher F.ducation Coordinating Eoard. Amther bill (S.F. 1027) 
relating to the HECB, which changes the manbership Cartp:)sition of the board and defines 
its duties, also gained approval. The bill' s sp::,nsor is Sen. Hughes. 

A measure (S.F. 233) , authoJe.:1 ~ by Sen. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL - New Hope) , which defines 
the procedure _for setting standards a:r:d for licensing Montessori Schools, was passed by 
the conntlttee. 
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ENERGY AND HOUSING CCM;PLETES CMNIBJS ·ENERGY BILL, 'IURNS·TO·HOUSING 

The Energy and Housing Corrmittee this week completed. action on S.F. 669, the Qnnibus Energy 
bill authored. by C'Onmittee chainna:n Jerald Anderson (DFL -:North Branch), and turned. Thursday 
to S.F. 867, a bill that increases the bonding authority of the Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency and also includes a number of changes. 

The energy mea.sure was amended. to include a nav provision that provides credits to mmeowners 
for insulation :improvements during the next three years, and then makes certain standards 
mandatory without credits following that time. The provision is intended. to enC'Ourage 
voluntary compliance in advance of the mandatory requirements. (For other provisio~,in 
the bill see Briefly for April 4-7). • 

The measure will nON go to Finance. 

In addition to increasing the MHFA bonding authorization from a total of $600 million to 
$750 million, the housing measure also includes a ne;ll rrortgage assistance program that allows 
the MHFA to subsidize payments up to a max.inrum of $60 rronthly. The bill also appropriates 
funds to construct deronstration homes utilizing underground construction an::l solar energy. 
The homes will be built at state parks and will ser:ve as ranger residences. 

The comnittee began discussion of amendments but took no action on the bill. 

OFFICE OF CONSUMER SERVICES BILL HEARD BY COMMERCE COMMITrEE 

The Senate Corranerce Committee met Tues. April 12 to hear a bill (S.F. 1003), authored. by 
Sen. George Perpich (DFL - Chisholm), that wauld transfer the Office of Consumer Services 
fran the Department of Commerce to the Attorney General's Office. The measure had first 
been proposed. by the Governor in his budget address earlier this year. After extensive 
debate, the bill was referred. to subconmittee for further study. 

The comnittee also laid over for further study a bill (S.F. 346) authored. by Sen. Roger 
Iaufen.burger (DF'.L - Le;iiiston) , that red.efines "non-intoxicating'~ malt liquor. In essence, 
the bill would eliminate the sale of 3. 2 beer in Minnesota. Furthe:r:m:>re, all beer would be 
taxed at $4 per barrel, the current tax for strong beer. 

Several bills dealing with cred.i t unions were approved. at the Thurs. April 14 meeting. 
Also approved. was a measure (S.F. 678), authored by Sen. Winston Borden (DFL - Brainerd), 
which authorizes savings banks (F&M Saving Bank) to establish negotiable order of withdrawal 
(N. O. W. ) accounts. N. 0. W. .accounts are used rrru.ch like checking accounts. 

ELEX:TIONS CG:lMITrEE.DisaJSSES PRCCEDURAL BILLS 

The Senate Elections Cornmi ttee, chaired. by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL -- Mpls. ) , met Tues. 
April 14 to hear a proi:osal that would establish an advisory canmittee on presidential 
primary elections. The measure (S. F. 933) , authored by Sen,. Hubert Humphrey III (DF'.L -
Nav Hope) , was laid over for interim study. 

In other action this week the corrmittee approved a bill (S.F. 1208),. authored. by Sen. 
John Milton (DFL - White Bear Lake)·, mandati.i."1.g that all i:olling places be easily accessible 
to the elderly and the physically handicapped. • 

Sen. Emily Ann Staples (PFL -. Plyrrouth) introduced a bill (1248) that provides for a pamphlet 
on voting methods, registration and constitutional amendments to be published by the 
Secretary of State's Office before general elections. Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls. ) 
sp:msored. a bill (S.F. 1150) that wauld regulate the identification of absentee voters. 
The bill also provides for assistance to absentee voters who are hospitalized or in nursing 
homes. Both bills were approved. 

TAX COM-ITTI'EE AUTHORIZES FULL TIME TAX COURr 

Sen. William McCutcheon• s (DFL - St. Paul) Conmittee on Taxes and Tax Laws met Wed. April 13 
and approved a bill that would establish a full time tax court. 

Other provisions of the bill (S.F. 160), authored by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL -Mpls.), create 
a small claims di vision and provide· for penal ties. The bill will now be heard by the 
Finance Committee. 

Another bill (S.F. 331) authored by Davies is designro to reimburse local nnits of govern
ment for revenue lost because of property tax reductions on Title II and 3cc property. 
(Title II property is low income rrru.l tiple family property arrl 3cc property is property 
owned by handicapp:d persons.) A total of approximately $18 million "WOuld be paid by the 
state to local government units during the biennium. The bill was laid over until Wed. 
April 20. 
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-HASTINGS CIDSED, "FUZZ BUSTERS" BANNED, BPAN:H BANKING OKAYED BY SENATE 

A number of controversial bills receive:l final approval by the full Senate this week in three 
active sessions held fun., Wed. evening and Thurs. 

The nove to close Hastings State Hospital ~n approval on a 59-7 vote. Opponents of the bill, 
citing the needs of the residents of the three county area served by Ha.stings, offered an 
amendment allocating $3. 6 million for romnunity based mental health units. Bill author George 
Perpich (DFL - Chisholm), reasoned that the extra appropriation was unnecessary because alloca
tions currently being made by the Finance Conmittee already take the three county area into 
account. The amendment failed 18-47 after heated debate. 

An $11 million "deficiency appropriation'' bill (S.F. 1072) that covers the expenses incurred 
by the Department of Natural Resources fighting forest fires last year was also passed. The 
bill was sp:msored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL - Ada) • 

A much disputed "fuzz buster" bill (S.F. 141) was approved 37-28. ' The measure, authored by 
Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL - Faribault), prohibits the sale or possession of radar detection 
devices in Minnesota. Opp:ments of the bill had claimed that such a measure was an invasion 
of personal privacy. 

Also passed was a measure (H.F. 82) increasing the anount of pecuniary gain before a crime 
may be classified as a felony. Chief Senate author is J.im Nichols (DFL ·- Lake Benton) . 
Preliminary passage was granted to a bill, authored by Sen. Winston Forden (DFL-Brainerd), 
allowing branch banking in Minnesota. The measure (S.F. 450) ~uld :p:nnit banks to establish 
branches only in the econanic developnent region in which the principaj. office is located and 
only in towns with p:,pulations greater than 2,000. • ' 

A measure (S.F. 57) establishing local control of campus liquor p:,licy at state colleges 
(chief author Sen. Jack Kleinbaum, DFL - St. Cloud), also gained preliminary approval, along 

with a bill (S.F. 651 - authpred by Sen. George Perpich) that establishes state-wide standards 
for safe drinking water. Several non-controversial measur~s were also given preliminary okays. 

CCMw1ITI'EE DEEAT.ES SCCIAL SERVICES BI.O:K GRANrS 

A-.Qlan to distribute social service rroney to counties through block grants was laid over for 
interim study by msnbers of the Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Comnittee at a 
meeting Thurs. April 14. Chainnan George Perpich (DFL - chismlm) si:onsored the bill, 
which would C'Onsolidate a number of categorical social service aid programs into block grants 
to, each county. 

In other action the ccmnittee approved a bill (S.F. 707), authored by Sen. Robert Tennessen 
(DFL - Mpls.), establishing programs for displaced homemakers . . A bill (S.F. 458), proIXJSed 

by Sen. Steve KeP_fe (DFL - Mpls.), increasing the personal allowance for nursing home residents 
to $35 per rronth was also approve:!. Both bills must now be heard by the Finance Conmittee. 

Earlier this week the ccmnittee approved S.F. 883, a bill authorizing money for Vinland 
National Center (author: John Mil ton, DFL - White Bear Lake) and S .F. 1058, a bill providing 
grants to plan ar.d organize human · services programs (author: Howard Olson, DFL - St. James) .. 
The two· bills were amended and sent to Finance. 

AG AND · NAT RESOUICF.S APPIDVES POWER LINE SITIN:; BILL, WATER PLANNING 

At meetings Tues. April 12 and Thurs. April 14, the Agriculture an:i Natural Resources Can
mittee (chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet, DFL - Park Rapids) approved several measures, including 
S.F. 1201 (creating the Water Planning Eoard) and. S.F. 896, which makes certain changes in 
p::,wer line siting procedures. 

The Water Resources bill, authored by cornnittee chainnan Willet, establishes a State Water 
Planning Eoard under statuatory authority. (The current roard was created by executive order.) 
The bill also deals C'OITiprehensively with the regulation of water use, establishes nEM priorities: 
for use, ar.d appropriates rroney to conclude a state-wide ground water survey. 

The r:cwerline siting measure, authored by S~. Gene ~iam (~FL - Coon. Rapids) , wa~ the . 
topic of an evening meeting Thursday that did not adJourn until 2 am Friday. The bill, which 
had 15 amendments added during the marathon session, attempts to clarify procedures followed in 
placing µ:>wer lines arrl pJWer plants and ~uld give a higher priority to avoidance of prime 
agricultural land in future routing. . . . . 
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GOVERNMENTAL.OPERATIONS APPROVES SUNSEr MEASURE, OI'HER BILLS 

At meetings Tues. April 12 and Wed. April 13, the Governmental Operations Conmittee, chaired 
by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St.Paul) approved a number of measures including S.F. 66, a bill 
requiring pericx:lic oversight and review of the regulatory functions exercised by state agen-_ 
cies. (Such bills are conm:mly referred to as "Sunset" laws since they allow expiration of 
certain functions when the legislature feels there is no longer any need.) 

The authJr of the sunset measure, Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL -New Hope) , called it a 
"large step in the historical process of establishing the co-equal status of the Legislature." 
Under the measure one-seventh of the state's regulatory agencies w0uld come up for a review 
each year. It w0uld begin with an internal reviav in which the agency w0uld be required to 
justify the existence of certain programs. The Legislative Audit Ccmnission, w0rking with 
preliminary re!X)rts, w0uld then select out one or two (at minimum) for a canprehensive review. 
Th:>se re!X)rtS w0uld then be scrutinized by the appropriate legislative standing comnittees. 
If no need for continuation was found, the programs would be phased out over the next one 
year period. • 

Also at the Wednesday meeting, the committee took up a bill that v-X>uld establish an internal 
l:ond counsel for the state. The measure was laid over. It passed a bill that exempts 
thJse employees in the office of state mediator fran being part of collective bargaining 
units since they have access to information that could be sensitive in negotiations. 

On Tuesday the committee approved a measure by Sen. Emily Anne Staples (DFL - Plynouth) that 
provides assistance for the International Center, another that provides for the investment 
of Metro!X)litan AirJ;x:)rts Conmission funds. and a final bill that eliminates changes for 
legislative manuals. 

JUDICIARY APPOOVES OMNIEUS DWI BILL, AMENDED GUN CONrROL MEASURE 

At meetings fun. April 11 and Wed. April 13, the Judiciary Conmittee passed two major 
bills -- the Qnni.bus DWI (Driving While Intoxicated) measure and a gun control bill that 
requires a mandatory 14 day waiting period before a person can pruchase a hand gun fran a 
dealer. 

One of the major changes in the DWI bill (authore:i by conmittee chair.man Jack Davies, DFL
Mpls) is a nav proce:iure that allows arresting officers or courts to retain the licenses 
of those who refuse tests (.implied consent) or those who are convicted of DWI offences. 
Following convictions, the department of public safety currently sends a .revocation notice 
to the party involved, asking that the license be surrendere:i. Frequently there is no 
compliance. By taking the license at the time of arrest or conviction, and issuing a tem
!X)rary license that is only good during appeal, the non-surrender problem can be solved 
withJut endangering due process, according to Davies. The measure also includes several 
other changes, including required urine analysis to check for conti:olle:i substances. 

The bani gun control measure, authore:i by Sen. Bill Mc'Cutcheon (DFL.-St. Paul) , came up for 
com:nittee action on Wednesday. Opp:,nents of the bill were given equal time (the proponents 
were heard the previous week) . An amendment by Sen. -Ron Sieloff (I~R, St. Paul) , which 
eliminated private transfers of guns fran the provision of the.bill, passed by an 8-7 vote. 
The measure, which only requires the waiting period for purchases made from licensed gun 
retailers, allows local i;clice to check out the background of the applicant to detennine 
whether the person has a history of drug or alcohol problems, mental illness, a criminal 
record, or is a minor. If any of the five applied, the purchase could be blocked. 

The comnittee also passed several other bills." 

TRANSPORI'ATION APPROVF.S BRIDGE OONDING, IDISE BARRIER CONSTRICTION MORATORIUM 

At meetings funday, Tuesday, ar.d Thursday, the Trans!X)rtation Conmittee approved a number 
of measures, including the continuation of the bridge bonding program through 1978 with an 
additional $50 million in bonds. The com:nittee also approved a measure that allows con
tractors to collect interest on sums due from govermiental units if those units are slow in 
making payments on completed YX:>rk and another bill increasing the width limit on trailers fron 
8-9 ft. for hauling construction or fa:rm equipnent. Also approved was a bill authored by 
carmi.ttee chairnan Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault) that puts a rroratorium on construction 
of noise barriers and directs MNjror to pursue research into alternative noise abatement 
metlros. 
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COMMITTEE APPRCNES HENNEPIN COUNrY PARK LEVY IN::REASE 

The Senate IDcal Government Carmittee, chaired. by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), approved. 
a bill (S.F. 978) that would permit Hennepin County to increase its levy for the county 
park and resei:ve districts from . 67 to 1. 0 mill. Also, under the proposed. measure, authored. 
by Sen. Emily Ann Staples (DFL-Plyrrouth), the county v;ould be able to issue bonds exceeding 
the present $ 2. 5 million limit. 

Other bills passed. at meetings Mand. April 11 and Wed.. April 13 included a measure (S.F. 36), 
autmred. by Sen. Gerry Sikorski (DFL - Stillwater) , requiring railroad companies to reim
burse local governments for expenses incurred. putting out fires caused by locarotives and 
a bill (S.F. 628), proposed by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL - Jordan), extending the c-ompliance 
date for county land and planning controls to August 1, 1978. 

IDRKER'S Ca1PENSATION BILLS RECEIVE HEARINGS 

Members of the Senate Employment Ccmnittee, chaired by Sen. Roger Laufenb.urger (DFL -
Lewiston), focused their attention this week on issues relating to worker's compensation. 

A major worker's compensation bill (S.F. • 960) authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls), 
received. its first hearing Wed.. April 13. Arrong the many provisions of the bill are sec
tions that increase the canpensation levels, clarify the definition of family fa:ons, rerrove 
the exemption of state legislators, and allow owners of businesses to elect coverage for 
themselves. It is expected that the bill will be extensively amended. before the final 
vote by the com:nittee. 

Two other bills relating to workets compensation were approved by the com:nittee. The first, 
S.F. 943, authored by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL - Faribault), authorizes v;orker's compen
sation coverage for owners of a business or family farm. The second, S.F. 821, sponsored. 
by Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL - Herman), excludes family corporations from ooverage. 

ca-1MITTEE APPOOVES HANDICAPPED PARKING BILL 

The Senate General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Howard 
Olson (DFL - St. James), met Tues. April 12 and Wed. April 13 and approved a number of bills. 

Sen. Robert Benerlict (DFL - Bloomington) introduced a measure (S .F. 922) that would provide 
penalties for non-handicapped persons parking in spaces designated especially for the 
handicapped. 

S.F. 932, introduced by Sen. Mike Menning (DFL - Edgerton) increases the filing fee for 
autonobile registrations to $2.00. Sen. Sam Solon (DFL .... Duluth) sponsored a bill (S.F. 
356) authorizing a tax credit to veterans awarded. the Congressional Med.al of Honor. A 
measure (S.F. 753) authored by Sen. Couglas Johnson (DFL ..-. Cook) allows a biennial payment, 
instead of an annual payment, on the tax assessed on trailers under 3,000 lbs. Sen. Jack 
Kleinbaum (DFL - St. Cloud} sponsored a bill (S.F. 39) that increases the number of insti
tutions permitted to conduct mininn.nn basic police training. A bill (H.F. 380) relating to 
bicycle registration was also approved. 

Clv!NIBUS EllJCATION AIDS BILL STUDIED 

Members of the Senate Education Conmittee, headed by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL - Maplewoc:x:1), 
held extra meetings this week to consider the annibus Education Aids Package. 

The bill (S.F. 481), 5FOnsored. by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon Rapids), outlines the 
state's participation in educational funding for the current biennium. Substantial amend
ments have been offered and will receive full consideration during hearings next week 
before any final action is taken. 

In other action, the com:nittee approved. a measure (S.F. 679), authored. by Sen. Tim Penny 
(DFL - New Richland) , that clarifies and further outlines the types of student financial 
aids available through the Higher Education Coordinating Poard. Arother bill (S.F. 1027) 
relating to the HECB, which changes the membership cc:mposition of the ooard and defines 
its duties, also gained approval. The bill' s si:;onsor is Sen. Hughes. 

A measure (S .. F. 233), autho1ec1 ~ by Sen. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL - New Hope), which defines 
the proced.ure _for setting standards an::1 for licensing Montessori Schools, was passed by 
the conmittee. 
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ENERGY AND HOUSING CCMPLETES OMNIBJS ENERGY BILL, 'IUBNS·TO·HOUSING 

The Energy and Housing Committee this week completed action on S.F. 669, the Qnn.ibus Energy 
bill authored by comnittee chainnan Jerald Anderson (DFL -North Branch), and turned Thursday 
to S.F. 867, a bill that increases the bonding authority of the Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency and also includes a number of changes. 

The energy measure was amended to include a neW provision that provides credits to homeowners 
for insulation improvements during the next three years, and then makes certain standards 
mandatory without credits following that time. The provision is intended to enc:ourage 
voluntary compliance in advance of the mandatory requirements. (For other provisio..B9, in 
the bill see Briefly for April 4-7). • 

The measure will nON go to Finance. 

In addition to increasing the MHFA bonding authorization from a total of $600 million to 
$750 million, the housing measure also includes a newrrortgage assistance program that allows 
the MHFA to subsidize payments up to a maximum of $60 rronthly. The bill also appropriates 
furrls to construct deronstration lxmles utilizing underground construction ani solar energy. 
The homes will be built at state parks and will serve as ranger residences. 

The comnittee began discussion of amendments but took no action on the bill. 

OFFICE OF CONSUMER SERVICES BILL HEARD BY COMMERCE COMMITI'EE 

The Senate Commerce Ccmnittee met Tues. April 12 to hear a bill (S.F. 1003), authored by 
Sen. George Perpich (DFL - Chisholm), that ~uld transfer the Office of Consumer Services 
fran the Department of Commerce to the Attorney General's Office. The measure had first 
been proposed by the Governor in his budget address earlier this year. After extensive 
debate, the bill was referred to subcomnittee for further study. 

The comnittee also laid over for further study a bill (S.F. 346) authored by Sen. Roger 
Laufenburger (DFL - Lewiston), that redefines "non-intoxicating'' malt liquor. In essence, 
the bill would eliminate the sale of 3.2 beer in Minnesota. Furthenrore, all beer would be 
taxed at $4 per barrel, the current tax for strong beer. 

Several bills dealing with credit unions were approved at the Thurs. April 14 meeting. 
Also approved was a measure (S.F. 678), authored by Sen. Winston Eorden (DFL - Brainerd), 
which authorizes savings banks (F&M Saving Bank) to establish negotiable order of withdrawal 
(N. 0. W. ) accounts. N. 0. W. .accounts are used much like checking accounts. 

ELECTIONS CCl-1MITI'EE DISCUSSES·P~URAL BILLS 

The Senate Elections Committee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL -· Mpls.), met Tues. 
April 14 to hear a prop:,sal that would establish an advisory camni.ttee on presidential 
primary elections. The measure (S.F. 933), authored by Sen .. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL -
Neil Hope) , was laid over for interim study. 

In other action this week the corrmittee approved a bill (S.F. 1208) t authored by Sen. 
John Milton (DFL - White Bear Lake), rrandating that all p:>lling places be easily accessible 
to the elderly and the physically handicapped. • 

Sen; Emily Ann Staples (PPL - Plyrrouth) introduced a bill (1248) that provides for a pamphlet 
on voting methods, registration and constitutional amendments to be published by the 
Secretary of State's Office before general elections. Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls. ) 
sp:msored a bill (S.F. 1150) that ~uld regulate the identification of absentee voters. 
The bill also provides for assistance to absentee voters who are hospitalized or in nursing 
lxmles. Both bills were approved. 

TAX Ca«IT:rEE AUTHORIZES FOLL T:n.1:E TAX COURI' 

Sen. William McCutcheon ~ s (DFL - St. Paul) Ccmnittee on Taxes and Tax Laws met Wed. April 13 
and approved a bill that would establish a full time tax court. 

Other provisions of the bill (S.F. 160), authored by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL ,..Mpls.), create 
a small claims division and provide· for penalties. The bill will now be heard by the 
Finance Cornnittee. 

Another bill (S.F. 331) authored by Davies is designed to reimburse local units of govern
ment for revenue lost because of property tax reductions on Title II and 3cc property. 
(Title II property is low income multiple family property artl 3cc property is property 
owned by handicapped persons.) A total of approximately $18 million would be paid by the 
state to local government units during the· biennium. The bill was laid over until Wed. 
April 20. 
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-HASTINGS CLOSED, ''FUZZ BUSTERS'' BANNED, BRAN:lI BANKING OKAYED BY SENATE 

A number of controversial bills received final approval by the full Senate this week in three 
active sessions held M:m., Wed. evening and Thurs. 

The :rrove to close Hastings State Hospital "WOn approval _on a 59-7 vote. Opp:)nents of the bill, 
citing the needs of the residents of the three county area served by Hastings, offered an 
amendment allocating $3. 6 million for c-orrrmmity based mental health units. Bill author George 
Perpich (DFL - Chisholm), reasone:i that the extra appropriation was unnecessary because alloca
tions currently being made by the Finance COlttnittee already take the three county area into 
account. The amendment failed 18-47 ·after heated debate. 

An $ll million "deficiency appropriation•' bill (S.F. 1072) that covers the expenses incurred 
by the Department of Natural Resources fighting forest fires last year was also passed. The 
bill was sp:msored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL - Ada) • 

A much. disputed "fuzz buster" bill (S.F. 141) was approved 37-28. · The measure, authored by 
Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL - Faribault), prohibits the sale or p:,ssession of radar detection 
devices in Minnesota. Opp:ments of the bill had claimed that such a measure was an invasion 
of personal. privacy. 

Also passed was a measure (H.F. 82) increasing t.rie arrount of pecuniary gain before a crime 
niay be classified as a felony. Chief Senate author is Jim Nichols (DFL - · Lake Benton) . 
Preliminary passage was granted to a bill, authored by Sen. Winston l3orden (DFL-Brainerd), 
allowing branch banking in Minnesota. The measure (S.F. 450) ~uld pennit banks to establish 
bran:hes only in the economic developnent region in which the principa;I. office is located and 
only in towns with populations greater than 2,000. ' 

A measure (S.F. 57) establishing local control of campus liquor p:,licy at state colleges 
(chief author Sen. Jack Kleinbaum, DFL - St. Cloud), aJ:so gained preliminary approval, along 

with a bill (S.F. 651 - authored by Sen. George Perpich) that establishes state-wide standards 
for safe drinking water. Several non""'.'COntroversial measures were also given preliminary okays. 

COMvll'ITEE DEB.Z\TES -sccIAL SERVICES BI.CCK GRANrS 

A plan to distribute social service noney to counties through block grants was laid over for 
interim study by members of the Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Conmittee at a 
meeting Thurs. April 14. Chairman George Perpich (DFL - chismlrn) ·- sp:,nsored the ·bill, 
which would consolidate a number of categorical social service aid .programs into block grants 
to each county. 

In other action the ccmnittee approved a bill (S.F. 707), authored by Sen. Robert Tennessen 
(DFL - Mpls.), establishing programs for displaced rone:nakers. A bill (S.F. 458), proposed · 

by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.), increasing the personal allowance for nursing hone residents 
to $35 per nonth was also approved. 13oth bills nrust now be heard by the Finance Corrmittee. 

Earlier this week the ccmni.ttee approved S.F. 883, a bill authorizing m::mey for Vinland 
National Center (author: John Mil ton, DFL - White Bear Lake) and S .F. 1058, a bill providing 
grants to plan an:i organize human services programs (author: Howard Olson, DFL - St. James) ., 
The two bills were amended and sent to Finance. 

~ AND NAT RESOUICF.S APPROVES POWER LINE SITIN:; BILL, WATER PLANNING 

At meetings Tues. April 12 and Thurs. April 14, the Agriculture an::1 Natural Resources Can
mittee (chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet, DFL - Park Rapids) approved several measures, including 
S .F. 1201. (creating the Water Planning Eoard) ard. S .F. 896, which makes certain changes in 
p:JWer line siting proce:lures. 

The water Resources bill, -- authored by corrmi ttee chairman Willet, establishes a State Water 
Planning Eoard under statuatory authority. (The current l:oard w-a.s created by executive order. ) 
The bill also deals c;omprehensively with the regulation of water use, establishes nEM priorities 
for use, an::1. appropriates rroney to conclude a state-wide groun::l water survey. 

The rowerline siting measure, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam CDFL - Coon :Rapids) , was the 
topi; of an evening meeting Thursday that did not adjourn until 2 am Friday. The bill, which 
had 15 aroendrnents addro during the rnarath:m session, attempts to clarify proce::lures followe:i i..-ri 

placing p:,wer lines am p:JWer plants and would give a higher priority to avoidance of prime 
agricultural land in future routing. • 

A publicat ion of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. 829, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
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GOVERNMENTAL.OPERATIONS APPROVES SUNSEr MEASURE, arHER BILLS 

At meetings Tues. April 12 and Wed. April 13, the Governmental Operations Com:nittee, chaired 
by Sen. John Chenoweth. (DFL-St.Paul) approved a number of measures including S.F. 66, a bill 
requiring periodic oversight and review of the regulatory functions exercised by state agen- __ 
cies. (Such bills are cormonly referred to as "Sunset" laws since they allow expiration of 
certain functions when the legislature feels there is no longer any need.) 

The autror of the sunset measure, Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL -New Hope), called it a 
"large step in the historical process of establishing the co-equal status of the Legislature.m 
Under the measure one-seventh of the state•s regulatory agencies VvOuld come up for a review 
each year. It VvOuld begin with an internal review in which the agency VvOuld be required to 
justify the existence of certain programs. The Legislative Audit Ccrmnission, working with 
preliminary rep::,rts, w0uld then select out one or two (at minimum) for a comprehensive review-. 
Those rep:)rts would th.en be scrutinized by the appropriate legislative standing cornnittees. 
If no need for continuation was found, the programs would be phased out over the next one 
year period. 

Also at the Wednesday meeting, the committee took up a bill that v;ould establish an internal 
bond counsel for the state. The measure was laid over. It passed a bill that exempts 
trose employees in the office of state mediator from being part of collective bargaining 
units since they have access to infonnation that could be sensitive in negotiations. 

On Tuesday the camni.ttee approved a measure by Sen. Emily Anne Staples (DFL - Plyrrouth) that 
provides assistance for the International Center, another that provides for the investment 
of Metrop::,litan Airp:>rts Corrmission funds and a final bill that eliminates changes for 
legislative manuals. 

JUDICIARY APPIDVES OMNIBUS DWI BILL, AMENDED GUN CONrROL MEASURE 

At meetings M:m. April 11 and Wed. April 13, the Judiciary Corrmittee passed two major 
bills -- the Clnnibus DWI (Driving While Intoxicated) measure and a gun control bill that 
requires a mandatory 14 day waiting period before a person can pruchase a hand gun from a 
dealer. 

One of the major changes in the DWI bill (authored by corrmittee chai:t::man Jack Davies, DFL
Mpls) is a netv procedure that allows arresting officers or·courts to retain the licenses 
of those who refuse tests (implied consent) or those who are convicted of DWI offences. 
Following ronvictions, the department of public safety currently sends a .revocation notice 
to the party involved, asking that the license be surrendered. Frequently there is no 
compliance. By taking the license at the time of arrest or conviction, and issuing a tem
p::,rary license that is only good during appeal, the non-surrender problem can be solved 
witlout endangering due process, according to Davies. The measure also includes several 
other changes, including required urine analysis to check for controlled substances. 

The har:d gun control measure, authored by Sen. Bill McCutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) , came up for 
cornnittee action on Wednesday. Opp:ments of the bill were given equal time (the proponents 
were heard the previous week). An amendment by Sen. ·Ron Sieloff (I~R, St. Paul), which 
elhninated private transfers of guns fran the provision of the-bill, passed by an 8~7 vote. 
The measure, which only requires the waiting period for purchases made from licensed gun 
retailers, allows local p::,lice to check out the backgrourrl of the applicant to determine 
whether the person has a history of drug or alcohol problems, mental illness, a crhninal 
record, or is a minor~ If any of the five applied, the purchase could be blocked. 

The camni ttee also passed several other bills.· 

TRANSPORrATION APPROVES BRIDGE IDNDING, IDISE BARRIER CONSTRJCTION M)RATQRIUM 

At meetings MJnday, TueErlay, ar.rl Thursday, the Transp::,rtation Com:ni ttee approved a m:nnber 
of measures, including the continuation of the bridge bonding program through 1978 with an 
additional $50 million in bonds. The cx:mnittee also approved a measure that allows con
tractors to collect interest on sums due from governmental units if those units are slow in 
making payments on completed VvOrk and another bill increasing the width lhnit on trailers fron:r 
8-9 ft. for hauling construction or fann equip:nent. Also approved was a bill authored by 
canmittee chainran Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault) that puts a rroratorium on construction 
of noise barriers and directs MN/WI' to pursue research into alternative noise abatement 
metiods. 
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CCMMITI'EE APPRCNES HENNEPIN COUNrY PARK LEVY IlCREASE 

The Senate I.Dcal Government Com:nittee, chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), approved 
a bill (S.F. 978) that would pennit Hennepin County to increase its levy for the county 
park and reserve districts from . 67 to 1. 0 mill. Also, under the prop::,sed measure, authored 
by Sen. Emily Ann Staples (DFL-Plyn:outh), the. rounty would be able to issue l:x:>nds exceeding 
the present $ 2. 5 million limit~ 

other bills passed at meetings Mond. April 11 and Wed. April 13 included a measure (S.F. 36), 
autmred by Sen. Gerry Sikorski (DFL - Stillwater), requiring railroad companies to reim
burse local governments for expenses· incurred putting out fires caused by locarotives and 
a bill (S.F. 628), prop::>sed by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL - Jordan), extending the compliance 
date for rounty land and planning controls to August 1, 1978. 

IDRKER'S CCMPENSATION BILLS RECEIVE HEARINGS 

Members of the Senate Employment Camnittee, chaired by Sen. Roger Laufenb.urger (DFL -
Lewiston), focused their attention this week on issues relating to worker's compensation. 

A major worker's compensation bill (S.F. • 960) authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls) , 
received its first hearing Wed. April 13. Arrong the many provisions of the bill are sec
tions that increase the canpensation levels, clarify the definition of family farms, rerrove 
the exemption of state legislators, and allow owners of businesses to elect roverage for 
themselves. It is expected that the bill will be extensively amended before the final 
vote by the camri.ttee. 

_ 'l\vo other bills relating to workets compensation were approved by the camri.ttee. The first, 
S.F. 943, authored by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL - Faribault), authorizes worker's compen
sation coverage for owners of a business or family farm. The second, S.F. 821, sp::,nsored 
by Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL - Herman) , excludes family corp::,rations from coverage. 

CCl1MITrEE APPIDVES HANDICAPPED PARKING BILL 

The Senate General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Conmittee, chaired by Sen. Howard 
Olson (DFL - St. James), met Tues. April 12 and Wed. April 13 and approved a number of bills. 

Sen. Robert Bena:lict (DFL - Bloomington) introduced a measure (S.F. 922) that would provide 
r;enalties for non-handicapped. persons parking in spaces designated especially for the 
handicapped. 

S.F. 932, introduced by Sen. Mike Menning (DFL - Edgerton) increases the filing fee for 
autonobile registrations to $2.00. Sen. Sam Solon (DFL .... Duluth) sponsored a bill (S.F. 
356) authorizing a tax credit to veterans awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. A 
measure (S.F. 753) authored by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL - Cook) allows a biennial payment, 
instead of an annual payment, on the tax assessed on trailers under 3,000 lbs. Sen. Jack 
Kleinbaum (DFL - St. Cloud} sp::,nsored a bill (S.F. 39) that increases the number of insti
tutions pennitta:l to conduct minimum basic p::>lice training. A bill (H.F. 380) relating to 
bicycle registration was also approved. 

CMNIBUS EtVCATION AIDS BILL STUDIED 

Members of the Senate Education Contnittee, heade:J. by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL - Maplewocx:l), 
held extra meetings this week to consider the Onnibus Education Aids Package. 

The bill (S.F. 481), sp:msored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon Rapids), outlines the 
state's participation in educational funding for the current biennimn. Substantial amend
ments have been offere:l and will receive full consideration during hearings next week 
before any final action is taken. 

In other action, the carrnittee approved a measure (S.F. 679), authored by Sen. Tim Penny 
(DFL - New Richland) , that clarifies and further outlines the types of student financial 
aids available through the Higher Education Coordinating Board. Aoother bill (S.F. 1027) 
relating to the HECB, which changes the membership ca.np::,sition of the board and defines 
its duties, also gained approval. The bill' s sponsor is Sen. Hughes. 

A measure (S .. F. 233), authoJe:1 ~ by Sen. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL - New Hope), which defines 
the procedure _for setting standards and for licensing Montessori Schools, was passed by 
the corrmittee. 
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ENERGY AND HOUSING CCMPLETES OMNIBJS ·ENERGY BILL; 'IURNS· ·TO • HOUSING 

The Energy and Housing Committee this week completed action on S.F. 669, the Qnnibus Energy 
bill authored by comnittee chai:rraan Jerald Anderson (DFL -North Branch), and turned Thursday 
to S.F. 867, a bill that increases the oonding authority of the Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency and also includes a number of changes. 

The energy measure was amended to include a nf!M provision that provides credits to homeowners 
for insulation improvements during the next three years, and then makes certain standards 
mandato:cy without credits following that time. The provision is intended to encourage 
voluntary canpliance in advance of the mandato:cy requirements. (For other proviSiO..B.9, in 
the bill see Brieflx_ for April 4-7). • 

The measure will nCM go to Finance. 

In addition to increasing the MHFA oonding authorization from a total of $600 million to 
$750 million, the housing measure also includes a ne!i/ rrortgage assistance program that allows 
the MHFA to subsidize payments up to a maxirm.Jm of $60 rronthly. The bill also appropriates 
:fun:is to construct deronstration tones utilizing underground construction am solar energy. 
The homes will be built at state parks and will serve as ranger residences. 

The comnittee began discussion of amendments but took no action on the bill. 

OFFICE OF CONSUMER SERVICES BILL HEARD BY COMMERCE COMMITI'EE 

The Senate Commerce camnittee met Tues. April 12 to hear a bill (S .F. 1003) , authored by 
Sen. George Perpich (DFL - Chisholm), that ~uld transfer the Office of Consumer Services 
£ran the Department of Commerce to the Attorney General's Office. The measure had first 
been pro:p:,sed by the Governor in his budget address earlier this year. After extensive 
debate, the bill was referred to subcommittee for further study. 

The com:nittee also laid over for further study a bill (S.F. 346) authored by Sen. Roger 
Laufenburger (DFL - Le!iliston), that redefines "non-intoxicating'' malt liquor. In essence, 
the bill would eliminate the sale of 3.2 beer in Minnesota. Furthenrore, all beer would be 
taxed at $4 per barrel, the current tax for strong beer. 

Several bills dealing with credit unions were approved at the Thurs. April 14 meeting. 
Also approved was a measure (S.F. 678), authored by Sen. Winston :Borden (DFL - Brainerd), 
which authorizes savings banks (F&M Saving Bank) to establish negotiable order of withdrawal 
(N. O. W. } accounts. N. 0. W. .accounts are used much like checking accounts. 

ELECTIONS CCMMITrEE.DISOJSSES.PRCCEDURAL.BILLS 

The Senate Elections Committee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL -- Mpls.), met Tues. 
April 14 to hear a proposal that would establish an advisory car:mnittee on presidential 
primary elections. The measure (S. F. 933) , authored by Sen. Hubert Hurrphrey III (DFL -
Ne.w Hope) , was laid over for interim study. 

In other action this week the com:nittee approved a bill (S.F. 1208)r authored by Sen. 
John Milton (DFL - White Bear Lake), mandating that all polling places be easily accessible 
to the elderly and the physically handicapped. 

sen.- Emily Ann Staples (PFL - Plyrrouth) introduced a bill (1248) that provides for a pamphlet 
on voting rnetlms, registration and constitutional amendments to be published by the 
Secretary of State's Office before general elections. Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.) 
sµ:msored a bill (S.F. 1150) that ~uld regulate the identification of absentee voters. 
The bill also provides for assistance to absentee voters w:00 are hospitalized or in nursing 
rones. :Both bills were approved. 

TAX COMMITI'EE AUTHORIZES FULL TIME TAX COURI' 

Sen. William Mc'Cutcheon • s (DFL - St. Paul) Comnittee on Taxes and Tax Laws met Wed. April 13 
and approved a bill that would establish a full time tax court. 

Other provisions of the bill (S.F. 160), authored by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL -Mpls.), create 
a small claims di vision and provide- for penal ties. The bill will naw be heard by the 
Finance Corrmittee. 

Another bill (S.F. 331) authored by Davies is designed. to reimburse local units of govern
ment for revenue lost because of property tax reductions on Title II and 3cc property. 
(Title II property is low income multiple family property am 3cc property is property 
owned by handicapped persons.) A total of approximately $18 million would be :p:rid by the 
state to local government units during the biennium. The bill was laid over until Wed. 
April 20. 
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SENATE MEETS FOUR TIMES: PASSES DUTCH ELM BILL, SAIARY BILL, "FUZZ BUSTER" BAN 

At meetings Mon. April 4, Wed. evening April 6, and Thurs. April 7, the full Senate took up 
and passed over twenty bills, and selected Regents for the University of Minnesota Board. 

The only item considered on MJnday was S.F. 32, the Dutch Elm and Oak Wilt Disease control 
bill, authored by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL - New Hope). The bill/ which appropriates 
over $28 million over an 18-rronth pericrl to assist local canmunities in fighting the diseases , 
was placed on Special Orders because of its importance and passed by a vote of 57-9. 

At a joint session of the Senate and House Monday afternoon, five persons were elected to six 
year tenns on the University of Minnesota Board of Regents. Included were David Lebedoff 
(5th District), Mary Schertler (4th District), Michael Unger, ·wenda Moore, and Charles 
~uiggan. 

In a four-hour evening session Wednesday, the Senate rroved through 19 items on the General 
Orders agenda. Preliminary approval was voted for a ban on fuzz busters, an increase in 
the weight limits for trucks traveling on Minnesota roads, a bill allowing travel on certai.11 
roads by snowrrobiles, an increase in the dollar amount of damage necessary ill auto accidents 
before a report is required (from $100 to $300), and a dozen others. (~re detail will be 
provided when the bills receive final approval. ) Four ot.her non-controversial bills on the 
Consent calendar were also approved. 

Discussion Thursday centered on the proposed pay increase bill for top state errployees, legis
lators and judges and on a rreasure that would raise _the state minimum wage. The pay i..l"lcrease 
bill (S.F. 483) was amended to reduce per diem by 50% and given approval by the 
full Senate. The minimum wage bill, which was to have been considered for final passage, . 
was referred back to a conference camnittee to iron out Senate and House differences in the 
proposed effective dates. The Senate had agreed to an effective date of Jan. 1, 1978 while 
the House had proposed a June 30, 1977 date. 

OMNIBUS EDUCATION AID BILL PRESENTED 

The Education Suba:mnittee on Education Aids, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon 
Rapids) took final action on an annibus education aids package Thurs. April 7. 

Earlier the subccmnittee voted to set foundation aid paym9nts to local school districts 
at $1,025 per pupil unit for the 1977-78 school year and at $1,075 per pupil unit for the 
1978-79 tenn. The subcamni ttee has also approved $152. 8 million in transportation aid and 
$140.7 million ill special education. 

The total pacakge will now go to the full comnittee chaired by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL -
Maplewood) . 

CCMMITI'EE APPROVES LOBBYIST BILL 

The Senate Elections Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL - .Mpls.) met Tues. April 
6 and approved a bill (S.F. 131) that would tighten fillancial reporting requirements for 
lobbyists at the Legislature. The bill is authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL - Brooklyn 
Center). 

The ccmnittee also approved a rreasure (H.F. 21, canpanion S.F. 82) sponsored by Sen. Robert 
Schmitz (DFL - Jordan) that would require certificates of election to the Legislature to 
be sent to the Secretary of State and then to t.1-ie Legislature rat.tier than to the newly 
elected members. 

SUECCM1ITrEE STUDIES ffi1.W'1 RESOURCE BILLS 

The Errployrnent Subcomnittee on Economic Developnent, chaired by Sen. Jolm Milton (DFL -White 
Bear Lake), began hearings on three bills with wide-ranging social implications. S.F. 202, 
authored_ by Sen~ Roger Moe (DFL - Ada), would create a Department of Economic Security, . S.F. 
835, auth:>red by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL - St. Paul) v-X)uld create a Hurran Servi ces Board arid 
S. F. 9 38, authored by Sen. Mil ton would establish a Human Resources Coordinating Council . . 
All three bills are scheduled for further hearings. 

A publi cation of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm . B29, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
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JUDICIARY BEGINS HFARiliGS CN GUN CONTIDL WAITING MFASURE 

At a meeting Wed. April 6 the Judiciary Ccmnittee began debate on a new gun control bill 
that w::>uld require a 14 day waiting period before anyone could purchase a handgun. 

The measure, S.F. 781, authored by Sen. Bill McCutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) was strongly supp:,rted 
by Minnesota Attorney General Warren Spannaus in testim:my before the ccmnittee. During the 
14 day waiting perictl police would be authorized to check out the background of anyone applying 
for a handgun purchase permit and-could prevent persons with criminal records, a history of 
drug or alcohol abuse, hospitalization for mental illnesses, or minors, from obtaining a 
permit. The I;erson or dealer w::>uld then be prohibited from selling that person the handgun 
involved. If no negative report was issued by the investigating authority, the s.ale rould 
proceed. 

The bill also provides for a mandatory one year sentence to be served by anyone who used a 
handgun in ccmniting a crirre. The conmittee will consider the measure again at a rceeting 
scheduled for next week. 

In concluding his testinDny, Spann.us said: "I believe the evidence is ovei:wheJ.nri.ng that 
the bill you are considering today will help solve the problem". He was referring to the 
10,000 deaths caused annually in the United States by crine canmitted with handguns -- a per 
capita hcmicide rate 100 ti.Ires greater than Sweden and 300 ti.Ires greater than Norway. 

Earlier the ccmnittee approved a bill (S.F. 766) authored by Judiciary Chainnan Jack Davies 
(DFL-Mpls. ) that outlaws J;X)Ssession of sawed off shotguns under any circumstances. Davies 
explained that the bill simply cat"q?le:nents an existing federal law and would permit prose
cution in state courts. Davies said there is "no leg:ima.te use in society whatsoever(for 
sawed off shotguns)_ they are simply used in crim:s." 

At a meeting Mon. April 4 the ccmnittee also approved a m:asure establishing an infonnant 
fund to be used by law enforcement authorities;a bill that allCMS adopted children over 21 
to learn their biological identities (with built-in safeguards), a·bill clarifying the 
University of Minnesota Police powers of arrest, and sev~al technical bills. 

ENERGY AND HCXJSING BEGINS EXAMINATION OF GW:BUS ENERGY PACKAGE 

At three meetings during the week, the Energy and Housing SUl:xxmnittee on Energy, chaired 
by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL-New HOI;e), began hearings on S.F. 669, the Qnnibus Energy 
Bill. 

The bill contains a number of important provisions, including: 
-extension of the.state building ccrle to the entire state and the addition of energy 
related standards; • 

-a provision for an inter-agency study concerning use of coal as an interrrediate energy 
sourc~,including a look at coal gasification; 

-the establishment of m.i.nimum efficiency standards for airl-COI'iditioners; 
-a ban on pilot lights in all p.e.,, appliances sold, except those which have no electrical 
connections; 

-tax credits for solar energy, including an exemption fran increased real estate valua
tion, an exemption fran the sales tax, and an incane tax credit for 10 I_Jercent of the 
installation costs; and 

-a ne.-1 fonnula for determining annual vehicle registration tax which would include 
estimate:i miles per gallon for all nE!N cars 

The bill, which contains 16 sections, also includes a number.of other provisions. 

H:arings, which began April 5 and continued on Thurs. April 7, are expected to be canpleted 
by the subcarrmi ttee next week. The bill will the.Tl go to the full conmi ttee, chaired by Se.Tl. 
Jerald Anderson (DFL-North Branch) . 

G/JV OP APPROVES INITIAL STAR!' UP cosrs .FOR. 911 EMERGENCY; ASSISTANCE FOR HANDICAPPED 

At meetings Tues. April 5 and Wed. April 6, the Government Operations Comrnittee(chaired by 
Se..T'l. John Chenoweth, DFL-St. Paul) approved a measure that would finance initial start-up 
costs for the Emergency 911 system. The program will begin the 9 county metro area but would 
eve..TJ.tually be statewide. A caller dialing 911 fran any phone would autorratically be con
nected to the closest police or fire station. A caller could also reach 911 fran a payphone 
eve..TJ. without a dime. The program will be phasei in throughout the state over an 8 to 10 
year period, witnesses said. 

The ccmnittee also approved two measures by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL-Neil HOI;e) that 
establish a special state office tmder vocational rehabilitation that w0uld aid the severely 
handicapped, and a grant providing assistance to public. radio. A bill by Sen. Jarres Ulland 
(IR-Duluth) tbat allows the Duluth Port Authority to contract for outside auditing assistance 

was also approved. 
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~ HEARS FilJORIDATION DEBATE, BILL IAID OVER 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Comnittee, chaired by Sen. George Perpich (DFL
Chisholm) met Tues. April 5 to hear debate on a measure (S.F. 98), sponsored by Sen. Winston 
Porden (DFL - Brainerd), that VvOuld give corrmunities local option on fluoridating municipal 
water supplies. • 

Proponents of the bill argued that there is a possible link between cancer and fluoride 
and that corrmunities should be able to opt out of water fluoridation programs. Opponents 
of the measure, primarily representatives of Dental Associations, :r;x:,inted out that the 
studies linking cancer and fluoride are inconclusive and that there are definite dental 
benefits from fluoridation of water supplies. The bill was laid over by the committee. 

A bill (S.F. 996) authorErl by Sen. Howard Olson (DFL - St. James), which would establish 
a fo.:r:mula for the distribution of Title XX social service funds, was also laid over. 
Under the profOsal social service funds v;ould be distributed on the basis of client popula
tion and 'WOUld thus be more equitable for the rural counties. 

Approved by the committee was a measure (S.F. 470); authored by Sen. Robert Lewis (DFL -
St. I.Duis Park), that clarifies the law concerning the custcx:ly of youthful offenders. 
The bill was then re-referred to the Judiciary Conmittee. 

Ca.1MITI'EE APPROVES BILLS CONCERNING DULUTH 

The Senate Local Government Conmittee, headed by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL - Bertha), met 
this week and considered a number of bills dealing with specific local issues. 

At the Wed. April 5 meeting the corrmittee approved several bills, co-authored by Sen. James 
Ulland (I-R, Duluth) and Sen. Sam Solon (DFL - Duluth) , dealing with issues relating to the 
city of Duluth: S.F. 827 allows the city to establish a musing finance program similar 
to th~_ progr~ in Mpls_. _ and St. Paul;_ S"..F_. 828 v;ould pennit Duluth to l?1:1;Lld gnd -maintain 
parking facilities within the city limits; and S.F. 830 v;ould pennit the city to imµ:,se a 
sales tax o£_up to 2% on food and drink. 

hi ·other action this week the corrmittee approved a measure (S.F. 1017), authored by Sen. 
Pob Lessard (DFL - International Falls) that would give the town board of Bass Brook the 
µ:,wers authorized by Minnesota statutes. A bill (S.F. 442), sponsored by Sen. A. O. H. 
Setzepfandt (DFL - Bird Island), concerning county planning, was also reromrnended to pass. 

MANDA'I'ORY DEPOSIT BILL SENT TO FIOOR 

The Senate Rules and Administration Conmittee, chaired by Sen. Nicholas Coleman (DFL - St. 
Paul) met Mon. April 4 and reversed their original decision on S .F. 1, the controversial 
mandatory deposit bill. At a meeting last week the conmittee had voted to send the bill 
to the Employment Comnittee for further hearings. However, Sen. Gerald Anderson (DFL - North 
Branch) rroveci to reconsider the rrotion. After a close vote, the rrotion to reconsider 
carried and the way was clear for another notion that would send the bill to the Senate 
Floor. Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL - Park Rapids) made the notion and the measure was approved 
on a 14-4 roll call vote. 

CG1MI'ITEE RAISES DRIVERS LICENSE FEES 

Sen. Howard Olson•s (PFL -· St. James) Comnittee on General Legislation and Veterans Affairs 
met Tues. April 5 to hear a variety of bills~ 

A measure S.F. 324) autmred by Sen. Tam Nelson (DFL - Austin) raises drivers license fees 
from the current $5.00 to $7.00. A bill (H.F. 176) sponsored by Sen. Gene Stokowski (DFL -
Mpls.) reduces the age 6f eligibility for a non-qualification certificate~fran 16 to 14 
years old. And another measure (H.F. 146) sponsored by Sen. Stokowski outlines the pro
cedures for returning unused. special assessment :rconies . to tax payers in cities of the first 
class. All three measures were approved by the ccmnittee. 

TRANSPORr.ATION LIFTS.FREEWAY CONSTRJCTION·M)RA'IDIUUM 

The Transp:,rtation Carmittee Tuesday liftai a two~year old noratorium on freEMay construction 
in the metrop:,litan area, thus clearing the way for canpletion of several interstate sections. 

Also on Tues. April 5, the corrmittee, chaire:i by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault), 
approvai a bill that v;ould allow renoval of trees and shrubs along highways when necessary for 
safety reasons. On Thurs. April 7 the carrmi ttee continued hearings on a proposed rroratorium 
on noise barrier construction and on an-operating subsidy for the Amtrak line se:rving Duluth. 
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TAX COMMITI'EE BEGINS HEARINGS ON IOCOME TAX SIMPLIFICATION 

T¼o bills that would simplify the computation of Minnesota incane tax received prelimina:cy 
hearing at a meeting of the Senate Comnittee on Taxes and Tax Laws Wednesday, April 6. 

S.F. 1040 (Companion H.F. 1072), sµ:msored by Chairman William McCutcheon (DFL - St. Paul), 
was presented to the committee by the House author Rep. Jolm Tanlinson (DFL - St. Paul). 
In his presentation Tomlinson tied his bill into the work done by the Tax -Study Comnission. 

S.F. 768, authored by Sen. Collin C. Peterson (DFL - Detroit Lakes) approaches the problem 
of simplification from another angle entirely. The Peterson bill would base the state 
tax on a percentage of the federal gross income and would change itemized deductions into tax 
credits. The Tomlinson - McCutcheon bill, on the other hand, would increase the standard 
deduction and would use federal rules to determine gross income. 

Eoth bills rely heavily on the figures derived in computing federal taxes but differ in the 
way those figures would be used. Further hearings will be held on both bills. 

The corrmittee also narrowly approved a measure (S.F. 295), sµ:msored by Mc-Cutcheon that 
would exempt all newsprint and ink from the sales tax. Currently only the smaller news
papers are exempt fran sales tax. 

EMPIDYMENI' Ca-1MI1ITEE DEBATES NEGOI'IATION FACTOR 

The Senate Employment Committee, headed by Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL - LeWiston), met 
Wed. April 6 and debatetl a prop:,sal (S.F. 447), authoretl by Sen. Steve Keefe, (DFL - Mpls.) 
that would allow education policies to be one of the items of negotiation between teachers 
and school boards. Current law prohibits inclusion of such p::)licies when negotiating 
teacher contracts. After extensive debate the measure was laid over. 

In other action, the camti.ttee apprnved a bill (S.F. 557), authored by Sen. Gene Merriam 
(DFL - Coon Rapids) , that p:-ahibits mandato:ry employee particip:ttion in group life insurance 

programs. A measure (S.F. 691) regulating bid and performance bonds for small and minority 
businesses under the state ''set aside" program was also approved. The bill's author is 
Sen. Franklin Knoll (DFL - Mpls. ) • 

COMMEICE COMMITI'EE EXTENDS FLOATING USARY RATE 

The Senate Comnerce Ccmnittee chairetl by Sen. Iobert Tennessen (DFL - Mpls. ) , approved a 
measure (S.F. 668) TUes. April 5, that vaild extend the floating usuary rate on conventional 
hare loans for another o.o years. The bill's aut:h::>r is Sen. Winston Borden (DFL - Brainerd). 

Also approvetl was a bill (S.F. 582) , authored by Sen. Tim Penny (DFL - Nav Richland) , re
lating to camon carriers. The bill had received extensive hearings in subcorrmittee. 

At the Fri. April 1 meeting, the conmittee approved a measure (H.F. 621-cornpanion S.F. 534), 
sp:msoretl by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL - Park Rapids), clarifying the requirements for auto 
dealer licenses. . A bill (S. F. 19) , authored by Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL - LeWiston) , 
dealing with telephone rate regulation was amend.Erl and p:tssed by the cannittee. 

IDN RESIDENT ALIEN LAND ·PUICHASE .BANNED: • • SUOCOMMITrEE ·cCNI'INUES • POWERLINE HEARINGS 

At a meeting Tues. April 5, the Agriculture and Natural Resources Ccmnittee (chaired by 
Sen. Gerald Willet, DFL - Park Rapids) passed several bills including S.F. 79, which pro
m.bits non-resident aliens £ran purchasing prime agricultural land. Chief author Mike 
Menning (DFL - Edgerton) said the measure was necessary to prevent foreign land speculators 
£ran acquiring valuable fann land. 

The ccmnittee also approved a mea.sure (S.F. 597) that will require state hunters to obtain 
a state waterfowl stamp in addition to the federal waterfowl stamp now required. The 
furrls collected ~uld be use1 to nm state programs aimed at .improving waterfowl habitat 
and increasing populations. 

The SUbcannittee on Environmental Protection, chaired by Sen. William Luther (DFL -
Brooklyn Center), continued hearings on S.F. 896, which is one of several bills dealin;J 
with the IXJWerline and ~ facility citing problem. Too Subcorrmittee on Agriculture, 
chairetl by Sen. -Marv Hanson (DFL - Hallock) also met Tuesday to consider proposed amend
ments to the Green Acres Act. That action was laid over following extensive discussion. 
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SENATE PACE QUICKENS, NIGHT SESSIONS TO BEGIN NEXT WEEK 

At two busy sessions this week the Senate took up and approved a number of bills, 
including an increase in the State minimum wage and the repeal of the mandatory he1met 
law for n:otorcylists. 

On Monday, March 28, the Senate also passed S.F. 291, which prohibits the termina
tion of employee insurance benefits for failure to meet performance quotas or for other 
disciplinary actions. Chief author Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) argued that employees 
should not have termination of their health insurance used as a threat against them. 

It also okayed H.F. 383, which increases the assessment levied on the potato 
industry for prorrotional purposes; S.F. 22, which authorizes an off sale liquor license 
for Lake of the Wcx:xis County; and S.F. 587, which g{ves county courts the authority 
to order the examination of a defendants's mental capacity. 

On Thursday, March 31, the Senate reconsidered S.F. 147, which would limit deficiency 
judgments in consumer transactions. It passed by 34-29, having failed last week by 33-30. 
The minimum wage bill was the topic of sane discussion but passed easily by a 57-4 vote. 

Another measure, S.F. 193, which provides for rotation of juvenile and family courts 
judges, also engendered GOntroversy but passed by a vote of 39-21. 

The Ill)St extended debate cane over the repeal of the mandatory rcotorcycle helmet. 
Opp::ments said that new statistics showed an increase in fatalities in states that had 
repealed similar laws but proponents argued that fairly exhaustive studies had showed 
statistically insignificant differences. A rrove to send the bill to the Health, Welfare, 
and Corrections Carrmittee for further hearings failed. The repeal passed 39-20 and as 
soon as differences in the Senate ana. ·House versions are resolved, the bill will go to . 
Governor Perpich. 

Other bills approved included S.F. 319, which permits the sale of liquor at certain 
public dances; S.F. 194, which·prohibits trespass at cerreteries during hours posted as 
closed; S.F. 401, which rrodifies certain rrotor vehicle dealer licensing requirements; and 
S.F. 49, which relates to interest rates charged for business and agriculture loans. 
H.F. 464, which provides for reciprocity in licensing plumbers licensed by other states, 
was also approved. 

The Senate will meet Monday, April 4 at 10:30 AM. An evening session is scheduled 
for Wednesday, April 6 at 8:00 PM. • 

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOORCES OKAYS ANTI ·LITI'ER BTIL 

; The Agriculture and Natural Resources Corrmittee ·Thursday approved S.F. 665, an anti
litter bill authored by .Conmittee Chairrclan .Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids). 

- The measure requires all cars and recreational vehicles to have litter bags, puts a 
tax: on all businesses that contribute to the litter problem (drugstores., producers or 
sellers of groceries, fcxx:l, cigarettes, p:,p, beer, etc.), provides for levying of sentences 
against those convicted of violations to spend time picking up litter, and provides funds 
for recycling efforts. 

The bill is m:::xieled after a similar law passed in Washington and has been prorroted by 
opponents of mandatory deposit as an alternative to that type of bill. However, others 
see the ~ bills as complementary. The mandatory deposit bill, S. F. 1, was referred 
last week by the Rules Committee to the F.rnployrrent Conmittee where chief author William 
Luther said he feared it w::>uld be defeated. A rrove to rea:msider that action will be taken 
up by the Rules Ccmnittee next Monday at 10:00 AM. 

In other canmittee action Tuesday, March 29, a bill was approved that would authorize 
payment of $~75 per acre to counties and townships with large areas of publicly held or 
tax-forfeited land. Since such properties are_ tax exempt sane areas have a.lrrost no tax 
base to support camn.mity services. This bill would correct that inequity said chief 
author Willet. The carmittee also approved several other bills that will now to the 
Senate. 

A publication of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. 829, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
.~2 
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CDMMITI'EE APPROVES BILINGUAL, BICULTURAL -EDUCATION P~ 

The Senate :&iucation Conmittee, chaired by Sen. Jercrce Hughes {DF.L-Mapls..-ood, net 
Thurs. March 31 and approved two major i;:olicy measures that would establish pilot bi
lingual and bicultural education programs. 

Sen. William McCutcheon {DFL-St. Paul) , author of the bilingual education neasure 
{S.F. 120) , pointed out that the failure of Minnesota Schools to educate non-English 
speaking children is reflected, not only by high drop out rates, but also by the chil
dren's negative self image and by limited job opportunities available to non-English 
speaking persais. 

'lbe measure provides for five transitional pilot programs to be established in 
which instruction is to be given in both languages. Also, the instruction is to be 
given with sensitivity to and appreciation for the cultural heritage of the limited 
English speaking student. 'Ihe bill also outlines the duties of the Board of :&iucation, 
pi:oa:dures for teacher licensure, and parental participation. Students would be 
allowed to participate in bilingual programs for three years or until they have acquired 
proficiency in the English language. 

The second bill approved by the oonmittee {S.F. 455), authored by Sen. Allan Spear 
(DFL-Mpls.) is designed to establish a cultural bridge between Anerican Indian stments 
and the noretraditional Anglo ·educational system. The bill contains many of the sane 
provisions as the bilingual neasure, with the major differences being the emphasis on 
bicultural education, the establishrrent of six pilot programs, and the elimination of 
a set expiration date for student participation in the program. An anendnent proposed 
by Sen. Hughes allowing participation of d:tlldren under the proposed early chilahood 
and family education act was also approved. 

Both bills were re-referred to the Senate Finance Conmittee. 

Two bills {S.F. 536 & S.F. 537), authored by Sen. _Howard Knutson {I-R-Bumsville) 
were also approved. Both bills concem the transfer of lands fmm one school district 
to another. 

Conmittee members devoted the entire meeting M:m. March 28 to testinony given ·by 
candidates for the Uni-versity of Minnesota Board of Fegents. 

COMMIT.IEE APPROVES STATE L01'TERY ME'AStJRE 

The General legislation and Veterans Affairs Conmittee, headed by Sen. HONard Olson 
{DFL-St. Janes), approved a measure Tues. March 29, that would allow voters at the next 
general election to renove the a::mstitutional prohibition on state lotteries in Minnesota. 

'lb.e bill's (S.F. 12) author, Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL-St. Cloud), emphasized that 
the measure does not atterrpt to institute state lotteries; it merely would act as a 
referendum. to sound out v"Oter response on the subject of state lotteries. After a 
close vote the bill was passed and. re-mferred to the Senate Rules Conmittee. 

In other action the a:mnittee approved the appo.i.nt:nent of Dr. William Kosiak to 
the Crine Victims Reparations Board. At the Wed. March 30 neeting, nent,ers approved 
and re-referred to Finance a bill {S.F. 517), authored by Sen. Mel Frederick (I-R- • 
W:st Cona:>rd), that would allow the restoration of the Wasioja Seminary Ruins and a 
measure (S.F. 809), authored by Sen. Jack.Davies {DFL-Mpls.) that would allow the 
upgrading of other than honorable discharges. 

Sen. Gene Merriam (DF.L-coon Rapids) proposed a bill (S.F. 686) that pena:its muni
cipalities to enact ordinances prohibiting unclaimed aninals to be used for research. 
'Ihe rreasure would also alltM owners to request that the animal re destroyed rather 
than used for research if _the animal-was impounded and the owner miable to reclaim. 
'!he bill was passed on a voice vote by the camni.ttee. 

TRANSPORI'ATION OKAY'S TEMPOPARY BILOMINGroN FERRY BRIDGE; INCREASES '!'ROCK LENGI'H LIMITS 

At meetings Tues. March 29 and Thurs. March 31, the Transportation. Cormti.ttee, chaired 
by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst {DFL-Faribault) , approved a bill authorizing construction of a 
tem{:oracy bridge at the Bloomington Ferry Bridge site, am. approved an increase in the 
overall allowable lengths for trucks {fran 55 to 60 feet). 

The a:mnittee also approved several other rceasures including one by Sen. Myrton Wege..11er 
{DFL-Bertha) that would temfX)rarily exenpt hay trucks from weight lirni ts. 
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ca1MITI'EE OKAYS CHILDRENS HEALTH SCREENING MEASURE 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Conmittee met Thurs. March 31 to approve and 
send to Finance a bill (S.F. 743), authored by Sen. John Milton (DFL - White Bear Lake), 
that "WOuld initiate a state-wide early childhood health screening program. 

The ccmnittee also approved a measure (S.F. 872), authored by Chairman George Perpich 
(DFL - ChishoJm), mandating the. closing of Hastings State Hospital. 

Several bills relating to medical assistance were introduced but were laid over for 
further consideration. 

At the Tues. March 29 meeting three bills were approved by the Comnittee. S.F. 562, 
authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL - Bertha) , would allow the licensure of chiro
practors who attend a school that has accreditation status. Sen. Emily Ann Staples 
(DFL - Plymouth) sponsored a measure (S.F. 652) establishing a program to aid herro
philiacs in Minnesota. A bill (S.F. 144) authored by Sen. Gerry Sikorski (DFL - Still
water), provides for establishing a Father Miller rnenorial chapel fund in the state 
treaSUI:y. 

CCM-1ITTEE HEARS VOI'ER REGISTRATION BII.J.S 

The Senate Elections Comnittee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL - Mpls), met twice 
this week to consider a number of bills. 

Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls) introduced a measure (S.F. 519) that requires every county 
to have voter registration. Other provisions include changes in the fonnat of the 
voter registration card and allows the Department of Motor Vehicles to send out regis
tration cards with driver's license changes. The bill passed and was re-referred to 
Finance. 

Also approved at the Tues. March 29 meeting was a measure (S.F. 737) , authored by 
Sen. Jerane Hughes (DFL - Maplewood) that allows employees of the state to take leaves 
of absences when elected to city or county office. A bill (S.F. 845) authored by Sen. 
Douglas Johnson (DFL - Cook), allowing separate school ooard election districts in 
St. Louis County was also approved. 

Two bills were passed by the Corrmittee at the Thurs. March 31 meeting. The first 
measure (H.F. 300), sponsored by Sen. Peter Stumpf (DFL - St. Paul) rerroves obsolete 
provisions for special hours for registration locations. The second bill (S.F. 916) 
authored by Sen. Keefe allows annexed unincorporated property to be assigned to the 
inmediately adjacent precinct. • 

ENERGY AND Ha:JSING HEARS ENERGY BILLS: CMNIBUS PACKAGE CCMING UP 

At meetings Tues. March 29 and. Thurs. March 31 the Energy and Housing Cormri. ttee and 
its Energy Sul:x:cmnittee began discussions of several energy conservation and alterna
tive energy source bills. 

At the full corrroittee meeting Tuesday, discussion centered around a bill by Sen. Hanron 
Ogdahl (IR -Mpls) that WJuld extend the provisions of the state building code to all 
areas of the state and we>uld also include new energy-related standards. Another bill 
providing for minimum security standards was also introduced. 

The Energy Subccmnittee, chaired by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III (DFL -New Hope), dis
cussed several bills. The first (S.F. 367), authored by s~. Howard Knutson (IR -Burns
ville) would exempt any solar collection device installed from increased property tax 
assessments, thus providing an incentive to p:,tential solar energy installation. The 
secorrl (S. F. 687) , was introduced by chief author Robert Benedict (DFL - Bloomington) . 
It w::,uld levy an additional penny per gallon tax on gasoline and other fuels, the pro
ceeds from which "WOuld be eanna.rked to fund solar energy tax credits and research into 
alternative energy sources. The tax -would generate an estimated $20 million annually 
but could save an estimated $1.75 billion each year if it results in utilization of 
solar energy to its potential, Benedict said. 

- - ~ -

The Senate Cmnibus Energy bill is being drafted and may include several additional 
measures. The final bill concerned efforts at improving interstate carmunications 
in the energy field. Discussions will begin next week. 

EMPIDYMENT SUOCCMMI'ITEES STUDY ISSUES 

The two Employment Subcorrmittees, Economic Development, chaired by Sen. John Milton 
(DFL - White Bear Lake), and Labor, headed by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.) met 
several times this week to consider bills that will soon cane.before the full corrmittee. 
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UNIT PRICING, PAY INCREASE, GAIN FINANCE CO!vMITTEE APPROVAL 

Unit pricing and the pay increase bill ooth gained easy approval this week at meetings 
of the Finance Committee, chaired by Sen. Roger iYbe (DFL - Ada). The unit pricing 
measure had previously been approved by the Corrmerce Corrmittee, and the pay bill had 
passe::!. narrowly in Governmental Operations. 

The unit pricing measure, authored by Sen. Neil :pieterich (DFL -St. Paul), requires all 
grocery stores with sales in excess of $750,000 annually to display prices per standard 
unit of measure, such 9-S price per ounce. This facilitates price comparisons. 

The cornmittee also approved an $11 million deficiency appropriation for the Department 
of Natural Resources to cover extra costs incurre::!. in fighting record numbers of forest 
fires last summer. 

The Finance subcommittees are continuing the allocation of funds and are expected to 
complete the allocation process on schedule by April 14, comnittee sources said. 

TAX COMMITTEE ADOPTS MEASURE DEFINING GIDSS INCOME 

The Senate Corrmittee on Taxes and Tax Laws, chaired by Sen. William McCutcheon (DFL -
St. Paul), approved a bill (H.F. 437) that WJuld alter the definition of gross incane 
for state income tax pl.lr:[X)ses. The bill's SpJnsor, Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL - Herman), 
outlined the provisions of the bill, rrost of which were developed in resp:mse to the 
Federal Tax Reform Act of 197 6. The bill also places restrictions on some de::!.uctions 
and makes certain changes in the treatment of small business coq:orations. 

In other action, the committee approved a number of bills dealing with the h~stead 
credit provisions of the tax laws and also considered local tax issues. 

LCCAL GOVERNMENT STUDIES ORDERLY ANNEXATION BILL 

Sen. Myrton Wegener's (DFL .- Bertha) Local Government Conmittee met and approved a 
number of technical bills this week. 

The focal :p:>int of discussion at the fun. March 28 meeting was a bill (S .F. 348) , 
authored by Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL - Austin) outlining the orderly annexation of property 
by rru.nicipali ties. After e.xtensi ve deliberation the bill was laid over for interim 
study. 

The cornmittee approve:1 three bills s:p:>nsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL - Coon Rapids) 
at the We:1. March 30 meeting. All three bills dealt with Anoka County regulations. 

COMMERCE COMMTITEE PASSES INVENTORS MEASURE 

The Senate Corrmerce Corrmittee, chaire:1 by Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL - Mpls), met Fri. 
March 25 to consider the so-called "freed.om to create" bill (S.F. 208). 

The measure, stated author Wayne Olhoft (DFL - Herman), would make illegal those pro
visions in employment contracts that require employees to turn over unrelated inven
tions to their employers. The bill was approved. 

Other bills approved were: a measure (S.F. 249), authored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL -
Ma), that iMJuld permit a collector of canrnanorative liquor rottles to sell them without 
a license; a bill (S.F. 368) pro:p:>sed by Seri. Howard Knutson (IR - Burnsville), which 
iMJuld prohibit provisions for the termination of accident and health insurance coverage 
because of a temp:,rary break in the marital relationship; and a bill (S.F. 774) suhnitted 
by Sen. Howard Olson (DFL - St. James) that would allow retail liquor stores to offer 
recorded enter--L.ciinroent and coin operated games. 

The Subconmittee on Banking headed by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL - Duluth) met Thurs. March 31 
and and reconmended passage for two bills, S.F. 347, authored by Sen. Roger Laufen
burger, concerning Of)€n. end credit interest and S.F. 283, s:p:>nsore:1 by Sen. Jack Klein
baum (DFL - St. Cloud) allowing electronic funds transfer. The Subconmittee on Regulate:1 
Industries, chaired by Sen. Neil Dieterich began hearings on two bills (S.F. 97 and S.F. 
604), authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL - Brooklyn Center), dealing with the life-
line concept of utility rate structure. 
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JUDICIARY APPROVES DETERMINATE SENTENCilJG, AMENDMENT GIVES PROSECU'IDRS APPEAL RIGHT ' 

. The Judiciary Corrmittee (chaired by Sen. Jack Davies, DFL - Mpls), gave final approval 
to S.F. 65, the determinate sentencing bill authored by Sen. William MC"Cutcheon (DFL - St. 
Paul), at its meeting Friday April 1. The committee held hearings on the measure last 
week an::1 ivbnday and Friday of this week. The bill has also been approved by the Health, 
Welfare and Corrections Corrmittee but must still win Finance Corrmittee approval before 
going to the Senate floor. 

The vote for final passage in the conmittee was unanimous. 

Discussion Friday centered on an amendment offered by Sen. Howard Knutson (IR-Burnsville) 
that v..0uld have increased specified penalties for various crimes. Sen. Gerry Sikorski 
(DFL-Stillwater) offered a substitute amendment that would instead give prosecutors t...l-ie 
right to appeal when they felt a sentence was excessively lenient. After some parlia
mentary discussion, Sikorski withdrew his amendment temp:>rarily to allow a vote on the 
Knutson prop:>sal. 

Chief author McCutcheon opp:>sed the Knutson amendment, saying that it was irresp:msible 
to make such changes without investigating repercussions such as the impact on prison 
F,Opulations. Senator Sikorski said that in actuality the stiffer sentences might be 
counterproductive because judges might then give probation rather than sentencing "this 
nice whi t,e middle class person" to 25 years for second degree murder. Knutson said 
the "public wants some good strong sentences," and claimed that the determinate sen
tencing bill could result in lower terms than are currently served. After the discussion, 
the amendment failed and the comnittee took up arrl passed the Sikorski amendment. 

The amendment gives prosecutors the right of appeal whenever they feel that a judge 
has been excessively lenient in his sentencing. Currently prosecutors have no appeal 
rights. This limited appeal right was strongly sup!;X)rted by county attorneys from 
around the state. 

BLOJMINGI'ON STADIUM SITE WINS SURPRISE OOV. OP. OKAY: TEACHERS' FUND E(X)STED 

In a surprise nove at an evening meeting, Wed. March 30, the Governmental Operations 
Corrrnittee, chaired by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL - St. Paul) , approved the existing 
Bloanington site for the construction of a new SfOrtS stadium. 

The nove came just after Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls) had begun explaining his no-site 
prop:>sal, which had been favored to pass. A strike everything amendment, the effect 
of which was to insert the Bloomington site bill in place of the no-site prop:,sal, 
was offered by Sen. William Kirchner (IR-Richfield) . The amendment passed by an 8-7 
vote. A nove to reconsider failed on a tie vote. 

The bill now goes to Taxes and Tax Laws, but no final decision on the site is expected 
until it reaches the Senate floor. 

At an earlier meeting Wednesday, the caarnittee approved several changes in state pension 
plans. The m:>st .imfX)rtant change, contained in S.F. 472, which is authored by Sen. 
Eugene Stokowski (DFL - Mpls. ), ~uld increase the state contribution to the Teacher's 
Retirement Plan from two arrl a half to four and a half percent per year. This would 
generate an additional $40 million during the next biennium and would keep the :r:ension 
fund financially sound. 

The Subcorrmittee on Metro Affairs, chaired by Sen. Frank Knoll (DFL - Mpls) began dis
cussion of several bills to establish an elected Metro!,X)litan Council at a meeting 
Tues. March 29 ~ The bills will receive further hearings next week. 

EDUCATION SUOCCMIT'ITEES STUDY AID PLANS 

Hearings continued Fri. April 1 in the Subcorrmittee on Educational Organization on 
Sen. Jerald A:rrl.erson's (DFL - North Branch) prOJ;OSal (S.F. 156) to reorganize school 
districts. The chai:rman of the subcaarnittee is Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL - Maplewood). 

The Subcorrmittee on Education Aids, chaired. by Sen. Gene Merriam, began final action 
on a series of bills dealing with state school aid. 

Sen. Neil Dieterich's (DFL - St. Paul) Subcorrmittee on Post Secondary and Higher 
E::lucation met Wed. March 30 to discuss foundation aid levels. 
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SENATE DEBATES RULE AMENDMENT, NARROWLY REJ:ocTS SEVERAL BILLS · 

At meetings Mon. March 21 and Thurs. March 24, the full Senate took up a number of 
routine bills and several more controversial ones. 

Minority Leader Robert Ashbach (IR-Arden Hills) proposed an amendment to the rules 
at the Monday meeting that would have restricted conference corrmittees to consideration 
of bills previously considered in at ·least one of the houses of the Legislature. After 
considerable debate, the amendment failed. 

Also at the Monday meeting, the Senate gave final passage to H.F. 38 (Housing 
Warranties), but included several amendments. At the Thursday meeting the Senate was. in
fomted officially t..11.at the House v.X)uld not concur with the amendments and that it had named 
three members for a conference comnittee. Senate author Gerry Sikorski moved that the 
State also name three members to a conference comnittee. 

Ten bills were up for final passage at the Thursday session. Seven were passed. 
by unanirrous or near-unan.irrous votes. An eighth, S.F. 26, which v.X)uld extend fishing 
seasons for certain fish, passed narrowly by a 39-24 vote. Two others, S.F. 147, which 
-would limit deficiency judgments in loan defaults, and S.F. 189·, which w:>uld increase 
the dollar arrount necessary for a conviction of a felony in theft, failed on identical 
33-30 votes, just one short of the 34 votes required for passage. Motions to reconsider 
both bills were later introduced and passed. 

The Senate will convene again on Mon. March 28 at 10 a.m~ 

C0:,1MERCE COMMI'ITEE APPROVES BRAL'\JCH BANKING 

The Senate Corrrnerce Corranittee, chaired. by Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL-Mpls.), approved 
a bill Thurs. March 24 that wUuld allow branch banking in Minnesota. The bill (S.F. 450), 
authored by Sen. Winston Eorden (DFL-Brainerd), specifies that banks may be allowed to • 
branch only within the regional developnent area in which the principle office is located. 
According to the bill, the Canrnissioner of Banking may approve a . branch if the proposed brand: 
will improve the quality or increase the availability of banking services in the oorrmunity. 

At a meeting Tuesday, March 22 the oorrmittee approved a bill (S.F. 125) authored by 
Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.) that is designed to stop business finns cooperating with 
the Arab boycott. In broad tenns the bill prohibits discrimination in business trans
actions on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, ancestry or national origin. 

In other action, the corrmittee began hearings on a bill (S.F. 668), proposed by Sen. Porden, 
that ·'WOuld set a floating usuary l.imi t on home loans. Discussion will continue on the 
measure at a meeting next week. 

MANDATORY DEPOSIT BILL GAINS CCMMITI'EE APPROVAL, NOW GOES TO ROLES CQ:.1MI'ITEE 

The controversial mandatory deposit bill, S.F. 1, narrowly passed an Agriculture and 
Natural Resources corrmittee vote on Tues. · March 22. Two Republican-Independents joined 
eight DFLers to pass the bill by a 10-9 margin. (Three IR members and six DFL members 
voted. against the measure.) The bill requires a mandatory 10 cent deposit on all beverage 
containers, whether returnable or throw-away. 

Following an objection by Sen. Roger Laufenberger • (DFL-Lewiston) to the Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Comnittee report at the Senate Session Thursday, the measure was 
referred to the Rules Ccmnittee rather than going to the Senate floor. It may be referred 
to the Employment Comnittee by Rules for additional hearings on the bill's impact on employ
rne..Tlt, sources said. Rules is expected to make that decision some time next week. 

The Agriculture .and Natural Resources canmittee chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet, 
(DFL-Park Rapids) narrowly defeated another fairly controversial measure at its Thursday 

meeting. H.F. 352, which prohibits the use of electronic fish-finding devices, was defeated 
by a 10-7 vote. 

A publicat ion of the Senate Pub lic Information Office, Rm. 829, State Capitol (61 2) 296-4916 
.,~2 
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COMMITTEE HEARS BILL TO CLOSE HASTINGS STATE HOSPITAL 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Conmittee approved an amendment Thurs. March 24, 
that would close Hastings State Hospital. The bill (S.F. 872) had originally called for 
transferring the hospital to the Department of Veterans Affairs, but the author, Sen. George 
Perpich (DFirChisholm) offered the amendment to close in place of the original measure. 
Final voting on the bill will take place next week. 

In other action this week the corrmittee began hearings on a bill (S.F. 743), authored by 
Sen. John Mil ton (DFL--White Bear Lake) , that would initiate state-wide early and periodic 
childhood health screening. Currently, such screenings are only available in part of the 
state. Under the neN measure, the screenings would be administered through the school 
districts. The committee will vote on the bill at its Tues. March 29 meeting. 

The corrmittee also passed and re-referred to Finance a bill (S.F. 897), sponsored by 
Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL - St. Cloud), that increases the arrount of reparations t.l-iat 
can be awarded to crime victims. 

A measure (S.F. 514), authored by Sen. Robert Lewis (DFL - St. Louis Park), that would 
establish victim crises centers was also approved and re-referred to Finance. The 
corrmittee also approved a bill (S .. F. 651), sponsored by Sen. Perpich, that establishes 
standards for safe drinking water. 

TRANSPORrATION DEBZ\TES NOISE BARRIER MORATORI014, PASSES or.HER BILLS 

At meetings Tues. March 22 and Thurs. March 24, the TransI_X)rtation Corrmi ttee continued 
to hear witnesses and to debate a proposal by Corrmittee Chairman Clarence Purfeerst (DFL
Faribault) that would put a halt to ronstruction of freeway noise barriers and would, 
instead, place emphasis on alternatives to reduce freeway noise, such as surface repair 
and rrore rigid noise level standards. No final action was taken and the bill will be 
considered on April 7. 

The corrmittee also approved a bill by Sen. Ed .. Schrom (SoF~ 265), (DFL-Albany) that would 
reg:uire contractors who haul gravel and other heavy loads to reimburse local governments 
for any damages done to roads as a result~ It also approved a measure (S.F. 757) that 
repeals the state's Sunday Holiday law, which had banned trucks from operating on highways 
in Class A cities on Sundays unless a s~cial permit was granted. Since the permits were 
granted in alrrost all cases, the law had become a fonnal red tape reg:uirement that did not 
fulfill its intended objective. Sen. David Schaaf ( DFL-Fridley), author of the repeal, 
argued that it would be better to simply lift the ban since it was not, in fact, being 
enforced anyway. 

INNER-CITY HaJSING OUTLOOK, INSUIATION NEEDS, EXAMINED BY ENERGY AND HOUSING 

Meetings held Tues. March 22 and Thurs. March 24 by the Energy and Housing Carnnittee 
(Sen. Jerald Anderson, DFL-North Branch, chainnan) were devoted to examinations of the 
inner-city housing-rehabilitation outlook and to home insulation methcx:ls and supply. 

Comnittee members were told by witnesses thata large percentaqe of inner-city housing in the 
Twin Cities area has reached or is reaching the i::oint at which it will reg:uire major· 
rehabilitation or replacement. In certain core inner-city areas in .MinneapJlis, between 
81 and 100 percent of housing units were built prior to 1939. Since 50 years is an 
approximate ~int at which housing needs either major rehabilitation or must be destroyed, 
alnost all these units will reach that p:)int by 1989. 

Considerable testimony was devoted to the work being done in the Stevens Court area of 
MinneaI_X)lis. With rennovation and other neighborhood improvements, t...h.e tum-over rate in 
housing in the Stevens Court area has dropped from an average residence time of one year 
in 1974 to al.most three years currently, with rrost who choose to leave the neighborhood 
now doing so primarily because there are not enough larger units to accorrrrodate growing 
families. 

Next week the corrmittee will consider several bills to provide tax credits for improved 
housing insulation. 
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:or1MITTEE APPROVES BllJ.i PROHIBITING AGE DISCRIM.INATION 

The Senate Employment Committee, chaired by Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston), met Fri. 
~-1arch 18 to continue discussion on H.F. 6, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls), a measure 
that adds a prohibition against age discrimination to the Human Rights Act. The measure was 
approved at the Fri. meeti..11.g. 

\'Jed. March 22 the comni ttee considered a number of bills that had been approved earlier by the 
Subcommittee on Economic Developnent, chaired by Sen. John Milton (DFL-White Bear Lake), and 
t.i.11.e Subcommittee on Labor, chaired by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) 

~ng the bills acted upon was a measure (S.F. 23) providing for the structural rerrodeling of 
disabled workers' residences under the "WorkmEn' s Compensation Law. According to the bill's 
author, Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), the bill would apply on.J.y to about six 
,,1orkers each year who are permanently disabled 'While on the job. 

Two bills authored by Sen. Franklin Kno 11 (DFL-Mpls. ) gained the approval of the cornmi ttee. 
The first, S.F. 238, extends the snall business nset aside" to transportation department 
facility construction. The bill would "set aside" 2% of the proposed department construction 
for small businesses with 50% of the "set aside11 to be awarded to minority businesses. The 
second measure (S.F. 555) also pertains to the "set aside" provisions and would provide a 
bonding mechanism for small businesses through second party ronding. 

A bill (S.F .. 410), authored by Sen. Allan Spear, prohibiting employers from deducting breakage 
and alleged theft losses from an employees wages without the employees 1 written authorization, 
was also approved. 

Also approved was a measure (S.F. 703) authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley), allowing 
state employees to take a leave of absence to participate in amateur international athletic 
cornnetitions .. 

TA.c~ COMMITTEE HElffiS HCTlJE TI•IPROVEMENT INCENTIVE PLAN 

The Senate Corrmittee om Taxes and Tax Laws chaired by Sen .. William MC'Cutcheon (DFL-St. Paul), 
met Wed. March 23 4 

Sen. Robert Benedict (DFL - Bloomington) introduced a measure (S.F. 103) providing that home 
imp~ovements to.houses rrore than 5 years old not be added to the assessed value of the property 
until the home is sold to a new owner. Sen. Benedict stated that the bill is designed as an 
e.11.ergy conservation meas:rre to a<?-d an incentive for home improvements of an energy saving 
nature - such as increasing insulation~ "We are currently penalizing prople for t:ryirig to 
improve their hornes,n Benedict added. After extensive debate the bill was sent to a special 
subcorrmi ttee for further study. -

In other action, the committee approved a bill (S,.F. 705), authored by Sen. Mccutcheon, that 
would allow financial information contained in state income tax returns to be abstracted 
and used in determining reciprocity agreements between Wisconsin and Minnesota. The information 
could also be used by study groups such as the Tax Study Commission. The bill was extensively 
amended to protect the confidentiality of the tax returns used for such study. 

McCutcheon also sponsored a bill (S~F~ 817) pro:EXJsing netJ procedures for the revocation 
of rrotor carrier licenses. The bill is essentially a housekeeping measure to allow the 
corrrrnissioner of revenue to rewke without a hearing the license of a rrotor carrier which fails 
to file three consecutive road tax reports, provided the carrier is sent a notice of the intent 
to revoke and of its right to request a hearing.. The bill also changes the means of refunding 
ta-x on gasoline or special fuel purchased in this state and used in other states. The bill 
was approved by the committee. 

The Ta."'{ Subcorrmittee on Income Tax, headed bv Sen~ Wayne Olhoft (DFL-Herrnan.) met Mon. March 21 
to continue discussion of income tax changes~~ Discussion continued. Fri. March 18 on tax in
crement financing in the tax subcommittee chaired by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL - St. Paul). 

GENERAL LEGISIATION HEARS OIL RECYCLING BILL 

Sen. Howard Olson 1 s (DFL-St. James) General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Committee met 
Tues. March 22 and Wed. March 23. A number of bills were discussed and approved. by the corrmittee 

Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL-Herrnan) sponsored. a measure (S.F. 530) that would require anyone offering 
rrotor oil for retail sale to r:ost a list of locations where the used. oil may be re0.1cled and to 
provide a collection tan.~ on t.he preinises for the collection of used rrotor oil. The measure 
could result in the re0.1cling of up to 5 million gallons of used oil per year. 
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EDUCATION SUECOMMI'ITEES MEEr: DISCUSS ISSUES 

The Education Subcorrrnittee on Organizations, chaired by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-Maplewood), 
met Fri. March 18 to continue discussion on Sen. Jerald Anderson's school redistricting 
prop:>sal (S.F. 156). 

The Subccrnmittee on Post Secondary and Higher Education met M::m. March 21 to hear two 
bills. S .F. 679, authored by Sen. Tim Penny (DFL-New Richland) , concerning student 
financial aid and S.F. 400, sp:msored by chairman Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), dealing 
with grants-in-aid for part-time students. The subcorrmittee also met Tues. March 22 
for a discussion of adult vocational funding. 

The Subccrnmittee on Special Programs, headed by Sen. Peter Stumpf (DFL-St. Paul), met 
Tues. March 22 to consider a measure (S.F. 233) proposed by Sen. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL
New Hope), providing for the licensing of M:mtessori Schools. 

The Subcorrmi ttee on Education Aids, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) , met 
Tues., Wed. and Thurs. of this week to continue discussion of issues related to state 
school aid. 

LCCAL GOVERNMENI' COMMITTEE APPROVES ·REHABILITATION LOAN PRCGRAM 

The Senate Local G:Jvernment Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), approved 
a bill (S.F. 667) authorizing a rehabilitation loan program for small and medium-sized 
corrmercial buildings in Minneapolis at a meeting Wed. March 23. The bill' s author, Sen. 
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), stated that the purp:>se of the bill is to make rennovation afford
able for small businesses. 

The corrmittee also approved two bills, S.F. 173 authored by Sen. Marvin Hanson (DFL-Hallock) 
and S.F. 475 auth:)red by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes) that would permit three 
western Minnesota counties to levy a gravel tax. 

GOV. OP HOIDS ACTION ON PERSONNEL APPOINI'EE, MINORITY PRcx:;RESS, v;;oMEN, ARE COOCERNS 

The Government Operations Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul) held 
over confirmation of Richard Session as Minnesota Commissioner of Personnel at a Tues. 
March 22 meeting. (Session was app:>inted in April 197 6 by then-Governor Anderson) . 

Comnittee members were critical of Session for not doing rrore to advance women and minorities 
in state jobs and for filling some jobs under provisional appointments. This is the first 
app:>intment that has faced serious opfOsition during the current session. 

Committee Chai.:J::man John Chenoweth said after the hearings that it was too early to tell 
whether the corrmittee would reject the apr,ointment or not. Session said that if there 
were "wrongs", they would certainly be corrected. 

JUDICIARY DEBATES DETERMINATE SENTENCING BILL 

The Judiciary Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls) devoted two full corrmittee 
meetings to debate on S.F. 65, determinate sentencing. A final meeting and. probable vote 
is scheduled for Mon. March 28. 

At its meeting Fri. March 25, the corrmi ttee considered several minor bills. 

FINAN:E REVERSES IXJTCH EIM INCREASE, VOTES FINAL APPROVAL 

At its meetii7.g Wed. March 23, the Finance corrmittee reversed an earlier decision to increase 
the appropriation for reforestation in the Dutch Elm Disease Control bill. The amendment 
which passed 14-2, was introduced by the bill's author, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey III 
(DFL-New Hope). Finance Chairman Roger Moe (DFL-.Ada) had opp:>sed the increase, saying it 

would endanger passage. 

The Finance approved measure calls for appropriating $27.8 million to fight Dutch Elm 
over the 18 month pericxl which began Jan. 1, 1977. A House version of the Dutch Elm 
Disease control measure calls for spending several million rrore, but over a 30 rronth 
period, so the rronthly sp~ding rate would actually be lower. A conference corrrnittee 
is ~ted to be app:>inted to resolve the differences. The canmittee also approved. three 
other minor measures. 

At its meeting next week the corrrnittee will take up three major items--an $11 million 
deficiency appropriation sought by the Department of Natural Resources to cover extra ex
penses incurred in fighting forest fires last year; the controversial pay bill, :Which 
would increase salaries for many top level state employees and elected officials; and a 
measure that V\Ould require unit pricing at all grocery stores wi tl1 sales in excess of 
$750,000 annually. 
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SENATE DEBATES RULE AMENDMENr, NARROWLY REJECTS SEVERAL BILLS 

At meetings-Mon. March 21 and Thurs. March 24, the full Senate took up a number of 
routine bills and several rrore controversial ones. 

Minority Leader Robert Ashbach (IR-Arden Hills) proF,Osed an amendment to the rules 
at the Monday meeting that would have restricted conference corrrnittees to consideration 
of bills previously considered in at least one of the houses of the Legislature. After 
considerable debate, the amendment failed. 

Also at the Monday meeting, the Senate gave final passage to H.F. 38 (Housing 
Warranties), but included several amendments. At the Thursday meeting the Senate was in
formed. officiaily that the House would not concur with the amendments and that it had named 
three members for a conference committee. Senate author Gerry Sikorski rroved that the 
State also name three members toa conference comnittee. 

Ten bills were up for final passage at the Thursday session. Seven were passed 
by unanirrous or near-unanirrous votese An eighth; S.F. 26, which w:::,uld extend fishing 
seasons for certain fish, passed narrowly by a 39-24 vote. Two others, S.F. 147, which 
would limit deficiency judgments in loan defaults, and S.F. 189, which v-X)uld increase 
the dollar arrount necessary for a conviction of a felony in theft, failed. on identical 
33-30 votes, just one short of the 34 votes required. for passage. rbtions to reconsider 
both bills were later introduced and passed. 

The Senate will convene again on Mon. March 28 at 10 a.m. 

C0:'1r1ERCE COMMITTEE APPROVES BRAi."\fCH • B.Z\i."t\JKING 

The Senate Corrmerce Committee, chaired by Sen. Robert Tennessen (DFL-Mpls.), approved 
a bill Thurs. March 24 that would allow branch bankin~ in Minn~sot_a_. The bill (S.F. 450), 
authored by Sen. Winston Borden (DFL-Brainerd), specifies that banks may be allowed to 
branch only within the regional developnent area in which the principle office is located. 
According to the bill, the Ccrnnissioner of Banking may approve a branch if the proposed. branch 
will improve the quality or increase the availability of banking services in the corrmunity. 

At a meeting Tuesday, March 22 the corrmi ttee approved a bill (S. F. 125) authored by 
Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL - Mpls.) th.at is designed to stop business firms cooperating with 
the Arab boycott. In broad tenns the bill . prohibits discrimination in business trans
actions on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, ancestry or national origin. 

In other action, the committee began hearings on a bill (S.F. 668), pror:csed by Sen. Ebrden, 
that would set a floating usuary limit .on home loans. Discussion will continue on the 
measure at a meeting next week. 

MANDATORY DEPOSIT BILL GAINS COMMITrEE APPIDVAL, NOW GOES TO RULES COMMITrEE 

The controversial mandatory der:csit bill, S.F. 1, narrowly passed an Agriculture and 
Natural Resources ronmittee vote on Tues. March 22. Two Republican-Independents joined 
eight DFLers to pass the bill by a 10-9 margin. (Three IR members and six DFL members 
voted against the measure. ) The bill requires a mandatory 10 cent deF,Osi t on all beverage 
containers, whether returnable or throw-away. 

Following an objection by Sen. Roger Laufenberger (DFL-Lewiston) to the Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Corrmittee re:r;:ort at the Senate Session Thursday, the measure was 
referre:i to the Rules Committee rather than going to the Senate floor. It may be referred 
to the Emplo:fITleilt Comnittee by Rules for additional hearings on the bill's impact on employ
ment, sources said. Rules is expected to make that decision some time next week. 

The Agriculture and Natural Resources ccmnittee chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet, 
(DFL-Park Rapids) narrowly defeated another fairly controversial measure at its Thursday 

meeting. H.F. 352, which prohibits the use of electronic fish-finding devices, was defeated 
by a 10-7 vote. 
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COMMTITEE HEARS BILL TO CIDSE HASTINGS STATE HOSPITAL 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Committee approved an amendment Thurs. March 24, 
that -would close Hastings State Hospital. The bill (S.F. 872) had originally called for 
transferring the hospital to the Department of Veterans Affairs, but the author, Sen. George 
Perpich (DFirChisholm) offered the amendment to close in place of the original measure. 
Final voting on the bill will take place next week. 

In other action this week the cormnittee began hearings on a bill (S.F. 743), authored by 
Sen. John Milton (DFL-WJ:rite Bear Lake), that -would initiate state-wide early and periodic 
childhood health screening. Currently, such screenings are only available in part of the 
state. Under the nEY/ measure, the screenings would be administered through the school 
districts. The committee will vote on the bill at its Tues. March 29 meeting. 

The corrmittee also passed and re-referred to Fmance a bill (S.F. 897), sponsored by 
Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL - St. Cloud), that increases the arrount of reparations t.l-iat 
can be awarded to crime victims. 

A measure (S.F. 514), authored by Sen. Robert Lewis (DFL - St. I.Duis Park), that would 
establish victim crises centers was also approved and re-ref erred to Fmance. The 
corrmittee also approved a bill (S4F. 651), sp::>nsored by Sen. Perpich, that establishes 
standards for safe drinking water. 

TRANSPORI:ATION DEBATES NOISE BARRIER MORATORIUJYl, PASSES orHER BILLS 

At meetings Tues. March 22 and Thurs. March 24, the Trans,::::ortation Corrmi ttee continued 
to hear witnesses and to debate a pror-osal by Comnittee Chairman Clarence Purfeerst (DFL
Faribault) that would put a halt to construction of freeway noise barriers and would, 
instead, place emphasis on alternatives to reduce freeway noise, such as surface repair 
and rrore rigid noise level standards~ No final action was taken and the bill will be 
considered on April 7. 

The committee also approved a bill by Sen. Ed. Schrom (S.F. 265), (DFL-Alba.ny) that would 
require contractors who haul gravel and other heavy loads to reimburse local governments 
for any damages done to roads as a result~ It also approved a measure (S .. F. 757) that 
repeals the state's Sunday Holiday law, which had banned. trucks from operating on highways 
in Class A cities on Sundays unless a sr;ecial pennit was granted.. Since the pennits were 
granted m alnnst all cases, the law had become a formal red tape requirement that did not 
fulfill its intended objective. Sen. David Schaaf c DFL-Fridley), author of the repeal, 
argued. that it would be better to simply lift the ban since it was not, in fact, being 
enforced anyway. 

INNER-CITY HCXJSING OUTLOOK, INSUIATION NEEDS, EXAMINED BY ENERGY Af-ID HOUSING 

Meetings held Tues. March 22 and Thurs. March 24 by the Energy and Housing Committee 
(Sen. Jerald Anderson, DFL-North Branch, chai:r:rnan) were devoted to examinations of the 
inner-city housing rehabilitation outlook and to home insulation methcds and supply. 

COimlittee members were told by witnesses thata large percentaqe of inner-city housing in the 
Twin Cities area has reached or is reaching the F()int at which it will require major
rehabilitation or replacement. In certain core inner-city areas in Minnear:olis, between 
81 and 100 percent of housing units were built prior to 1939. Since 50 years is an 
approximate :s:oint at which housing needs either major rehabilitation or must be destroyed, 
alrrost all these units will reach that point by 1989. • 

Considerable testimony was devoted to the work being done in the Stevens Court area of 
Minneapolis. With rennovation and other neighrorhood improvements, the tum-over rate in 
housing in the Stevens Court area has dropped from an average residence time of one year 
in 1974 to almost three years currently, with rrost who choose to leave the neighrorhood 
now doing so primarily because there are not er1ough larger uni ts to accornrrodate growing 
families. 

Next week the corrmittee will consider several bills to provide tax credits for improved 
housing insulation. 
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:OMMITTEE APPROVES BTIL PROHIBITING AGE DISCRIM.Il'JATION 

T1he Senate Employment Committee, chaired by Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston), met Fri. 
March 18 to continue discussion on H.F. 6, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls), a measure 
that adds a prohibition against age discrimination to the Human Rights Act. The measure was 
approved at the Fri. rneeti..n.g. 

Wed. March 22 the corrmittee considered a number of bills that had been approved earlier by the 
Subcomnittee on Economic Developnent, chaired by Sen. John Milton (DFL-White Bear Lake), and 
t.i.17.e Subcommittee on Lal:or, chaired by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) 

J:ill:1ong the bills acted up:m was a measure (S.F. 23) providing for the structural rerrodeling of 
disabled workers' residences under the W8rkmei' s Canpensation Law. According to the bill's 
author, Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), the bill vJOuld apply only to ab::mt six 
workers each year who are permanently disabled while on the job. 

Two bills authored by Sen. Franklin Kno 11 (DFL-Mpls. ) gained the approval of the cornmi ttee. 
'The first, S.F. 238, extends the snal.l business "set aside" to transr::ortation department 
facility construction. The bill would "set aside" 2% of the pror;osed department construction 
for srrall businesses with 50% of the "set aside11 to be awarded to minority businesses. The 
second measure (S.F. 555) also pertains to the "set aside" provisions and would provide a 
bonding mechanism for small businesses through second party bonding. 

A bill (S.F. 410), authored by Sen. Allan Spear, prohibiting employers from deducting breakage 
and alleged theft losses from a:n employees wages without the employees' written authorization, 
was also approved. 

Also approved was a measure (S.F .. 703) authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley), allowing 
state employees to take a leave 6f absence to participate in amateur international athletic 
comnetitions. 

T&'( COMMITTEE REA.RS HCT1E IMPROVEMENT INCENTIVE PLAN 

The Senate Committee om Taxes and Tax Laws chaired by Sen. William Mc'Cutcheon (DFL-St. Paul), 
met Wed. March 23. 

~en. Robert Benedict (DFL - Bloomington) introduced a measure (S.F. 103) providing that home 
l.IIlp:ovements to_houses rrore than 5 years old not be added to the assessed value of the property 
until the hane is sold to a new owner. Sen .. Benedict stated that the bill is designed as an 
energy conservation meas~e to add an incentive for home improvements of an energy saving 
nature - such as increasing insulation .. "We are currently penalizing prople for trying to 
improve their homes, " Benedict added. After extensive debate the bill was sent to a special 
subcorrmittee for further study9 

In other action, the committee approved a bill (S4F. 705), authored by Sen. Mccutcheon, that 
would allow financial information contained in state income tax returns to be abstracted 
and used in determining reciprocity agreeme..n.ts between Wisconsin and Minnesota. The infonnation 
could also be used by study groups such as the Tax Study Commission. The bill was extensively 
amended to protect the confidentiality of the tax returns used for such study. 

McCutcheon also sponsored a bill (S.F~ 817) profX)sing new procedures for the revocation 
of rrotor carrier licei.1ses. The bill is essentially a housekeeping measure to allow the 
commissioner of-revenue to revoke without a hearing the license of a rrotor carrier which fails 
to file three consecutive road tax reJ;X)rts, provided the carrier is sent a notice of the intent 
to revoke and of its right to request a hearing. The bill also changes the means of refunding 
tax on gasoline or special fuel purchased in this state and used in other states. The bill 
was approved by the cormnittee. 

The Tax Subcommittee on Income Tax, headed by Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL-Herman) met Mon. March 21 
to continue discussion of income tax changes~ Discussion continued Fri. March 18 on tax in
crement financing in the tax subccrnmittee chaired by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL - St. Paul). 

GENR"RAL LEGISIATION HEARS OIL RECYCLING BTIL 

Sen. Howard Olson I s (DFL-St. James) General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Committee met 
Tues. March 22 and Wed. March 23. A number of bills were discussed and approved by the committee 

Se..ri. Wayne Olhoft (DFL-Hennan) sp:::msored a measure (S.F. 530) that would require anyone offering 
rrotor oil for retail sale to post a list of locations where the used oil may be recycled and to 
provide a collection tank on the pre.mises for the collection of used motor oil. The measure 
could result in the re0.1cling of up to 5 million gallons of used oil per year. 
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EDUCATION SUB:OMMITrEES MEEr: DISCUSS ISSUES 

The Education Subcorrmittee on Organizations, chaired by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-Maplewcx:rl), 
met Fri. March 18 to oontinue discussion on Sen. Jerald Anderson's school redistricting 
pro:r;::osal (S.F. 156). 

The Subccmnittee on Post Secondary and Higher Education met Mon. March 21 to hear two 
bills. S.F. 679, authored by Sen. Tim Penny (DFL-New Richland), concerning student 
financial aid and S.F. 400, SF,Onsored by chairman Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), dealing 
with grants-in-aid for part-time students. The subcorrmittee also met Tues. March 22 
for a discussion of adult vocational funding. 

The Subccmnittee on Special Programs, headed by Sen. Peter Stumpf (DFL-St. Paul), met 
Tues. March 22 to oonsider a measure (S.F. 233) proJ;Osed by Sen. Hubert Humphrey III (DFL
New Hope) , providing for the licensing of IYbntessori Schools. 

The Subcorrmi ttee on Education Aids, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-COOn Rapids) , met 
Tues. , Wed. and Thurs. of this week to continue discussion of issues related to state 
school aid. 

I.CCAL GOVERNMENI' COMMI'ITEE APPROVES REHABILITATION IDAN PROGRAM 

The Senate Local Government Corrmittee, chaire:i by Sen. Myrton Weg-ener (DFL-Bertha) , approved 
a bill (S.F. 667) authorizing a rehabilitation loan program for small and medium-sized 
commercial buildings in Minneapolis at a meeting Wed. March 23. The bill' s author, Sen. 
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), stated that the purp::>se of the bill is to make rennovation afford
able for small businesses~ 

The corrmittee also approved two bills, S.F. 173 authored by Sen. Marvin Hanson (DFL-Hallock) 
and. S.F. 475 auth:>red by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes) that would permit three 
western Minnesota counties to levy a gravel tax. 

GOV. OP HOLDS ACTION ON PERSONNEL APPOINTEE, MINORITY PR<X;RESS, vDMEN, ARE CON:ERNS 

The Government Operations Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul) held 
over confinra.tion of Richard Session as Minnesota Commissioner of Personnel at a Tues. 
March 22 meeting. (Session was appointed in April 197 6 by then-Governor Anderson) . 

Comnittee members were critical of Session for not doing rrore to advance women and minorities 
in state jobs and for filling some jobs under provisional appointments. This is the first 
ap:r;::ointment that has faced serious opp:,sition during the current session. 

Committee Chairman John Chenoweth said after the hearings that it was too early to tell 
whether the corrmittee would reject the appJintment or not. Session said that if there 
were "wrongs", they would certainly be corrected. 

JUDICIARY DEBl\TES DETERMINATE SENTENCING BILL 

The Judiciary Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls) devoted two full conmittee 
meetings to debate on S .F. 65, detenninate sentencing. A final meeting and probable vote 
is scheduled for Mon. March 28 . 

At its meeting Fri. March 25, the corrmi ttee considered several minor bills. 

F~E REVERSES IXJTCH EIM INCREASE, VOrES FmAL APPROVAL 

At its meeting Wed. March 23, the Finance corrmittee reversed an earlier decision to increase 
the appropriation for reforestation in the Dutch Elm Disease Control bill. The amendment 
which passed 14-2, was introduced by the bill's author, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey III 
(DFL-New Hope). Finance Chainra.n Roger Moe (DFL-Ada) had op:r;::osed the increase, saying it 

would endanger passage. 

The Finance approved measure calls for appropriating $27.8 million to fight Dutch Elm 
over the 18 month -period which beg-an Jan. 1, 1977. A House version of the Dutch .Elm 
Disease control mffisure calls for spending several million rrore, but over a 30 rronth 
period, so the rronthl y sp~ding rate would actually be lower. A conference corrmi ttee 
is exr;ected to be ap:r;::ointed to resolve the differences. The ccmnittee also approved three 
other minor measures. 

At its meeting next week the cormnittee will take up three major items--an $11 million 
deficiency appropriation sought by the Department of Natural Resources to cover extra ex
penses incurred in fighting forest fires last year; the controversial pay bill, :which 
'wUuld increase salaries for many top level state employees and elected officials; and a 
measure that '¼Duld require unit pricing at all grocery stores with sales in excess of 
$750,000 annually. 
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write to request a copy should you need one. 

SENATE APPROVES AMENDED UNEMPLOYMENT BILL, WILL GO TO GOVERNOR 

At its Thursday, March 17 session, the full Senate completed legislative action on 
a bill that makes substantial changes in Minnesota's unemployment co:rcg;,ensation practices. 
(Those who quit their jobs will no longer be eligible for benefits) The Senate had passed 
a similar meausre in February but amendments made in the House brought the issue back 
to the Senate for final resolution. The Senate approved the House changes, which would 

•. avoid decreases in the arcounts of compensation paid to lower salaried workers. The bill 
now will go to the. Governor for his signature. 

The Senate also approved H.F. 38, which requires that builders provide guarantees · 
that any new homes. built are free of structural defects. 

The Senate also took action on a number of minor bills at its session Thursday and 
an earlier session on Monday, March 14. 

. The full Senate will meet agam next Monday at 10:30 AM. 

CCMMITrEE BEGINS HEARINGS ON EARLY CHILDHOOD A..1-ID FAMILY EDUCATI<N 

The Senate Education Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jerane Hughes (DFL-Maplewood) r began 
hearmgs Monday, March 14 on the early childhood and family education act (S.F. 535). 

The bill, authored by Hughes, mcludes provisions for early and pericdic educational 
screening, educational programs for parents, libraries of l::x:x)ks and toys, family services, 
home activity kits and resource informa.tion. The Subcorrmittee on Education Aids will 
hold further hearings on the bill. 

Two other bills were approved by the ccmni ttee this week. H.F. 291 (S .F. 284) 
sp:msored by Sen. B. Robert Lewis (DFL-St. I.Duis Park) is a measure designed to allow 
school districts to fonn joint toards to lease or purchase data ·processing equiprent. 
A bill (S.F. 57) authored by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL-St. Cloud), allowing local 
control of campus liquor p:,licy was also approved. 

OOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS APPROVES APPOIN'IMENI'S BILIS 

The Senate Governmental Operations Carmittee, chaired by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL
St. Paul) met Tuesday, March 15 and approved n-x, bills. S.F. 37 authored by Sen. William 
Luther (DFL-Br(X)klyn Center), provides a mechanism for the public to learn of and apply 
for state agency positions. S.F. 109, a rrea.sure providing for cotenninous app:,intments 
was authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley) and was also approved by the carrmittee. 

A bill (S.F. 382) authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-South St. Paul) mandating zero 
based budgetmg was recomnended for interim study. 

MANDA'IDRY DEPOSIT BILL DRAWS PROPONENI'S , OPPONENTS : VOTE SCHEDULED NEXT 'WEEK 

Hearmgs by the full Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee on S.F. 1-ma.ndatory 
deposit, began on Tuesday, March 15 with the testirrony of a number of supp:,rters. It was 
supp::>rted by representatives of the MN Energy Agency, The Pollution Control Agency, the 
Depart::rrent of Natural Resources, and many citizen's groups and individuals. 

On Thursday, March 17 equal time was given to the opponents, who represented the soft 
drink industry, grocers, and several unions. 

Prop::>nents claim that the bill "MJuld save energy, end waste, cut down on litter, and 
result in a net increase in jobs. 

Opp:ments reply that there could be increased energy use, that other approaches 
should be take...-ri to the litter problem, that jobs w:>uld be lost, that it would increase 
beverage costs, and that it puts Minnesota industries at a COinf:etitive disadvantage with 
neighboring states. 

Rebuttal and a full corrrnittee vote is scheduled next Tuesday, March 22. 

A publicat ion of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. B29, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
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HFALTH, WELFARE & CORRECTIONS PC.I'S CN BILL AIDING BA'ITERED t'DMEN 

The Senate Heal th, Welfare and Corrections Corrmi ttee, chaired by Sen. George 
Perpich (DFL-chisholm), net Tues. March 15 to hear a bill (S.F. 124) authored by 
Sen. B. Ro:bert Lewis (DFL-St. Louis Park), that would establish assistance and 
educational programs for battered varen. Two programs -would be in the twin cities 
metropolitan area; one v.0uld be in an outstate city and one would be in an outstate 
rural area. 

The ccmnittee also acted on five other rceasures. Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL-
Hennan) introduced a measure (S.F. 464) that provided for reciprocity in licensing 
for plumbers licensed in other states. Sen. Lewis sponsored a bill (S. F. 49 3) stipu
lating that after the first three years a non-profit nursing home has been owned the 
state agency will not allow the expense of interest in net debt to exceed 100% of 
the original value of the heme for depreciation purposes. A bill (S. F. 553) 
appropriating noney for the retired senior volunteer program was sponsored by Sen. 
John Milton (DFL-White Bear Lake). Sen. Roger Strand (DFL-cyrus) introduced a 
rreasure that authorizes Yellow ~cine County to participate in the mental health 
services program at Marshall, Minnesota. Sen. Jain:::s Ulland (IR-Duluth) then 
introduced a bill (S.F. 476) exenpting licensed hospital psychiatric or chemical 
dependency uni ts from review by the Welfare Departrrent. Instead, such i.mi ts will 
be under the jurisdiction of the Health Departrrent. All five measures were passed 
by the Corrmittee. 

The 'Ihurs. March 17 neeting of the ccmnittee was devoted to a measure (S.F. 459), 
introduced by Sen.· r:ouglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), that would delineate the responsibility 
of state governnent in financing social services. The bill, which is designed along 
the lines of the school aid fonnula of financing, w:::>uld be a unifonn method of 
financing social services in Minnesota. 

EMPLOYMENT COMMITr.EE APPROVES HIGHER MINIMUM WAGE 

The Senate Employrrent Conmittee,_ chaired by Sen. Ihger Laufenburger (DFL
Lewiston) , approved a measure (S .F. 226) that raises the state minimum wage to $2. 30 
per hour. The current wage level is $2 .10. The bill's author, Sen. John Mil ton 
(DFL-White Bear Lake) noted .that the poverty level had been detennined at $2.90 
per hour and the proposed raise would not insure heads of households freedom from 
J;Overty. 

A section that proposed a reduction in tip credit was dropped fran the bill 
and had been, Milton pointed out, the major focus of OJ:?FOSition testinony. 

In other action the ccmnittee approved and referred to Finance a bill (S.F. 625) 
authored by Sen. Sam Solon (.PEL-Duluth), increasing the appropriation for surrmer 
youth employm:nt. The bill raises the level of ftmding $5 million dollars in an 
attempt to enploy as many young people as possible. 

GENERAL LEGISLATION COMMITrEE ACTS ON THREE Bll.J.,S 

The General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Comnittee, chaired by Sen. Howard 
Olson (DFL-St. Jain:::s), net. Weds. March 16 to hear and approve three bills. 

S.F. 606, authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), pertains to the financing 
of National Guard Arnories. H.F. 260, also sp:msored by Wegener, deletes obsolete 
references to the naval militia.from the statutes. 

Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston) then introduced a bill (S. F. 217) 
that clarifies the definition of veterans for the purpose of purchasing tax forfeited 
land. 

TAX COMMIT.PEE APPROVES BILLS FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED 

The Senate Corrmittee on Taxes and Tax Laws, chaired by Sen. William McCutcheon 
(DFL-St. Paul) approved two bills designed to help the deaf at meetings ~n. March 14 
and Weds. March 16. 

S.F. 223 authored by Sen. Otto Bang (m-&lin.a), authorizes the sarre tax benefits 
for people with hearing ear dogs as for those with seeing eye dogs. s. F. 292, by 
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) reduces the decibel level for detennining hearing 
iropainnent for tax purposes. 

In other action this week the ccmnittee defeated a neasure (S. F. 171) , authored 
by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley) , that would exempt outdoor advertising from 
personal property taxes. 
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ENERGY AND HOUSING BEGINS HFARINGS ON ENERGY AGENCY; TaJRS SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY 

The Energy and Housing Committee began hearings on Thurs. March 17 on S.F. 669, 
a bill that would extend the life of the State Energy Agency and make certain changes 
in its p:,wers. The ccmnittee began preliminary discussions on the measure. Extensive 
anendnents are expected as the bill goes into.hearings in the next weeks. 

At the same m:eting, the ccmnittee, .chaired by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL-North 
Branch) was given a synopsis of the findings of the State Energy "fly-over" program 
to obtain thenrographs (which pinpoint heat loss). A second fly-over is now being 
done in sare cases to detennine whether the heating inefficiencies indicated have 
been rem:died· or.ignored. 

On Tues. March 15 the ccmnittee toured the Honeywell Energy Resources Center. 

JUDICIARY HEARS UNIFORM PARENTAGE BILL 

The focus of two m:etings held by the Judiciary Committee during the week was 
S.F. 105-Unifo:rm Parentage, a bill that would rerrove the legal distinctions between 
legit.mate and illegitimate children in •detennining adoption rights. The major 
change affected by the bill v.10uld be to allow fathers of illegitimate children first 
rights for adoption should the rrother give the child up. The bill, authored by 
ccmnittee chainnan Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) is a complicated one and therefore 
required the extended hearings. At a final meeting of the Judiciary Carmittee for 
the week on Fri. March 18, the ccmnittee was expected to complete action on it, 
along with several other bills. 

ELECTICN COMMrrJ.:EE DISCUSSES SUCCESSION IAW 

The Senate Elections corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL-Mpls.), 
focused discussion Thurs. March 17 on a rceasure (S.F. 758) outlining the succession 
of the Govemor and Lieutenant Governor. The bill,·. authored by Sen. David Schaaf 
(DFL-Fridley), ~uld follow precidents set by the Federal governrrent in that, in the 
event of a vacancy in the office of lieutenant governor, the governor could app::,int 
a rrember of the legislature or a constitutional officer to the :position. The 
measure was laid over for further consiaeration. 

At a meeting earlier in the week the conmittee approved three bills. The first, 
S .F. 245, authored by Sen. Franklin Knoll (DFL-Mpls.) , v.0uld allow an individual· a 
choice of taking a tax credit or a tax deduction for p::,litical contributions. A 
measure (S.F. 213), authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) ~uld allow a candidate 
to abide by the Mi.nneap::,lis campaign finance ordinance rather than Minnesota state 
law. Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.;,) introduced a bill (S.F. 18) dealing with false 
campaign staterrents. 

SUBCOMMITrEE sruoms BILINGUAL PROGRAMS 

An Education Subcomnittee on Special Programs, chaired by Sen. Peter Stunpf 
(DFL-St. Paul) approved t¼O bills on bilingual education Tues. March 15. S. F. 120, 
authored by Sen. William McCutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) and S.F. 455 authored by Sen. Allan 
Spear (DFL-Mpls.)both establish pilot bilingual programs. 

LIQUOR PRICE ADVERrISll~G V01'ED OOWN BY CDMMITI'EE 

Sen. Robert Tennessen' s (DEL-.Mpls. ) Co.rmerce Comni ttee met Tues. March 15 and 
defeated a neasure (S.F. 129) authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center) 
that would have allowed off sale liquor stores to advertise prices. Conmi ttee rranbers 
had expressed fears that such advertising would drive small establishnents out of 
business and thus voted to defeat the measure. 

A bill (S.F. 450) authorizing branch banking was then introduced by Sen. 
Winston Borden (DFL-Brainerd). The measure would allow banks to have branch of.fices 
only in the economic developnent regions in which the parent bank is located. Borden, 
in his explanatory remarks, emphasized the in,p:)rtance of conpetition in banking as 
the primary reason for the bill. 
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FINANCE SUOCCMMITTEES CCNTINUE IDBI<, FOLL CCM1IT.rEE TO DECIDE DUTCH EIM APPROPRIATION 

The Finance subcomnittees continued wqrk on budget requests during the week, and 
canpleted action on a number of agency and department requests. 

The Finance Subcommittee on Semi-State & Transportation, chaired by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum 
(DFL-St. Cloud), has alrrost completed its budget review of semi-state agencies. 

One of its nore .llTifX)rtant reccmnendations involves doubling the appropriation for the 
State Arts Board from aoout $2 million to almost $4 million. The increase ~uld be for • 
for grants in aid for outstate projects, and for subsidies to major institutions ($1.6 
million for the biennium) . 

The subcommittee also continued its review of the MN Department of Transportation 
request. Included in the discussion was the Governor's reccmnendation for an appropriation 
of $650,000, each year to subsidize the Duluth Amtrak line. 

The Finance Subcommittee on Health,-Welfare, & Corrections has alnost canpleted its 
reviev of the $853 million Department of Welfare state request. Emphasis at the Subcan
mittee hearing has been on holding down costs, although sane inflationary cost adjustments 
have been included. The subcomnittee also revie'wed the Department of Correction's request. 
The major item involved, possible fund of a new correctional facility, however, is not a 
p::,st of their general request and may instead be a part of the building bill recomnenda
tions now being prioritized by the Department of Finance. 

The Finance subcarmittee on Education, chaired by camlittee chai.rrran Roger Moe(DFL
Ada), campleted work on the University of Minnesota's $399.2-million request (which in
cludes staff pay increases). The Governor's recarmendation is for an appropriation of 
$350.6 million, but this does not include costs of any pay increases that may be included 
in the general state employee pay bill. The University's controversial request for a 
staffing increase to cover anticipated enrollment increases is not expected to be funded. 

The Finance Subcommittee on State Departments, chaired by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III 
(DFL-New Hope), has a.J.nost canpleted ~rk on the State Energy Agency request. The Agency 
had requested about $400,000 in new funds primarily for expanded energy research grants 
and to expand their infrared aerial survey. The Governor had not reccmnended all the 
increased funds sought, but has indicated that he will now support selected study reports. 
The current recarrnendation is for a biennial appropriation of aoout $2.4 million. 

The subcamri.ttee also revieved the Dept. of Natural Resources requests. New funding is 
being sought for expanded operations in water use permit operations. Another major item 
in the DNR presentation is an #11 million deficiency request to cover excess ex>sts of fight
ing forest fires last surrmer. The iten is being considered separately and will soon cane 
up for full carmittee action. 

T:1.e full ccmnittee will rreet again next week to take a final vote on the Dutch Elm 
Disease Control Bill. An arnendment increasing the appropriation for reforestation was 
tied on at the last rreeting but no final vote was taken because of time limitations. 

TRANSPORrATION OKAYS BUS SHELTER ADS, Ill'CREASES OOLI.AR DAMAGE REPORI' AMOUNT 

The Transportation Carmittee (Clarence Purfeerst, DFL-Faribault, Chainnan) okayed 
two bills at its Tuesday, March 15 meeting. The first, S.F. 145, ~uld permit advertising 
on bus shelters. Proceeds fran the ads would go to the municipalities in which the 
shelters are located. The second, S.F. 108, simply increases the dollar arrount of damages 
sustained in accidents before a rep::,rt is required. This change is an inflationary adjust
mmt so that minor accidents will not have to be reported. 

The Transit subcc:mnittee, chaired by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-South St. Paul), began 
an examination of Metrop::,litan Transit Authority (MIC) financing policies. 

ux::AL GOVERNMENT DEBATES REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS 

The Senate Local Government Carmittee, chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), 
met Wednesday, March 16, to hear test.inony supporting prop::,sals allowing withdrawal from 
the Regional Developnent Carmission. TM:> bills are before the ccmnittee that advocate 
such a policy; S.F. 247 authored by Sen. Ed Schran (DFL-Albany) and S.F. 491 by Sen. A.O.H. 
Setzepfandt (DFL-Bird Island). 
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SENATE APPROVES AMENDED UNEMPIDYMENT BILL, WILL GO TO GOVERNOR 

At its Thursday, March 17 session, the full Senate completed legislative action on ' 
a bill that makes substantial changes in Minneso~•s unemployment compensation practices. 
(Those who quit their jobs will no longer be eligible for benefits) The Senate had passed 
a similar meausre in February but amendments made in the House brought the issue back 
to the Senate for final resolution. The Senate approved the House changes, which would 
avoid decreases in the arrounts of corrpensation paid to lower salaried workers. The bill 
now will go to the Governor for his signature. 

The Senate also approved H.F. 38, which requires that builders provide guarantees -
that any ne.w homes·built are free of structural defects. 

The Senate also took action on a number of minor bills at its session Thursday and 
an earlier session on Monday, March 14. 

The full Senate will meet again next Monday at 10:30 AM. 

CCMMIT.I'EE BEGINS HEARINGS ON EARLY CHILDHOOD A."l\fil FAMILY EDUCATICN 

The Senate Education Comnittee, chaired by Sen. Jereme Hughes (DFL-M.3.plewood), began 
hearings Monday, March 14 on the early childhood and family education act (S .F. 535) . 

The bill, authored by Hughes, includes provisions for early and pericrlic educational 
screening, educational programs for parents, libraries of :tocks and toys, family services, 
home activity kits and resource information. The Subcorrmittee on Education Aids will 
hold further hearings on the bill. • 

Two other bills were approved by the carrni ttee this week. H.F. 291 (S .F. 284) 
sp:msored by Sen. B. Robert Lewis (DFL-St. Louis Park) is a measure designed to allow 
school districts to fonn joint 1:x>ards to lease or purchase data processing equiprent. 
A bill (S.F. 57) authored by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL-St. Cloud), allowing local 
control of carrpus liquor policy was also approved. 

GJVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS APPROVES· APPOIN'lMENTS BILIS 

The Senate Governmental Operations Ccmmittee, chaired by Sen. John ChenCMeth (DFL
St. Paul) met Tuesday, March 15 and approved tw::> bills. S .F. 37 authored by Sen. William 
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center), provides a mechanism for the public to learn of and apply 
for state agency positions. S.F. 109, a ireasure providing for coterminous appointments 
was authored by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley) and was also approved by the corrmittee. 

A bill (S.F. 382) authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-South St. Paul) mandating zero 
based budgeting was recorrmended for interim study. 

MANDATORY DEPOSIT BILL DRAWS PROPONENI'S, OPPONENTS : VOI'E SCHEDULED NEXr WEEK 

Hearings by the full Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee on S.F. 1-mandatory 
deposit, began on Tuesday, March 15 with the testirrony of a number of supr::orters. It was 
supported by representatives of the MN Energy Agency, The Pollution Control Agency, the 
Departrrent of Natural Resources, and many citizen's groups and individuals. 

On Thursday, March 17 equal time was given to the OpfX)nents, who represented the soft
drink industry, grocers, and several unions. 

ProfX)nents claim that the bill would save energy, end waste, cut down on litter, and 
result in . a net increase in jobs. 

Oppjnents reply that there could be increased energy use, that other approaches 
should be taken to the litter problem, that jobs v.0uld be lost, that it would increase 
beverage costs, and that it puts Minnesota industries at a canpetitive disadvantage with 
neighboring states. 

Rebuttal and a full carmittee vote is scheduled next Tuesday, March 22. 
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HEALTH, WELFARE & CORRECTIONS .ACTS ON BILL AIDlliG BATrERED i-l)MEN 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Connri.ttee, chaired by Sen. George 
Perpich (DFL-Chisholm) , net Tues. March 15 to hear a bill (S.F. 124) authored by 
Sen. B. Robert Lewis (DFL-St. IDuis Park), that "wOul.d establish assistance and 
educational programs for battered varen. Two programs w:,uld be in the twin cities 
metroi;x:,litan·area; one 't\'Ould be in an outstate city and one would be in an outstate 
rural area. 

The oom:nittee also acted on five other n:easures. Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL-
Herman) introduced a m:asure (S.F. 464) that provided for reciprocity in licensing 
for plumbers licensed in other states. Sen. Lewis si;x:,nsored a bill (S.F. 493) stipu
lating that after the first three years a non-profit nursing hone has been owned the 
state agency will not allow the expense of interest in net debt to exceed 100% of 
the original value of the hare for depreciation puri;x:>ses. A bill (S.F. 553) 
appropriating rroney for the retired senior wlunteer program was 5IX)n5ored by Sen. 
John Milton (DFL-White Bear Lake). Sen. Roger Strand (DFL--cyrus) introduced a 
m:asure that authorizes Yellow Medicine County to participate in the nental health 
services program at Marshall, Minnesota. Sen. Janes Ulland (IR-Duluth) then 
introduced a bill (S.F. 476) exerrpting licensed hospital psychiatric or chemical 
dependency units from review by the Welfare Departrrent. Instead, such units will 
be under the jurisdiction of the Health Department. All five measures were passed 
by the Comnittee. 

The 'Ihurs. March 17 rceeting of the ccmnittee was devoted to a n:easure (S.F. 459), 
introduced by Sen.· Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) , that would delineate the responsibility 
of state governnent in financing social services. The bill, which is designed along 
the lines of the school aid fonnula of financing, v.0uld be a unifo:rm method -of 
financing social services in Minnesota. 

EMPLOYMENT COMMITI'EE APPROVES HIGHER MINIMUM WAGE 

The Senate Errployrrent Conmittee,. chaired by Sen. lbger Laufenburger (DFL
Lewiston), approved a measure (S.F. 226) that raises the state minimum wage to $2.30 
per hour. The current wage level is $2.10. The bill's author, Sen. John Milton 
(DFL-WJ:ri.te Bear Lake) noted that the poverty level had been detennined at $2.90 
per hour and the proposed raise would not insure heads of households freedom from 
i;x:,verty. 

A section that.proposed a reduction in tip credit was dropped £ran the bill 
and had been, Milton i;x:,inted out, the ma.jar focus of opi;x:,sition testinony. 

In other action the ccmnittee approved and referred to Finance a bill (S.F. 625) 
authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), increasing the appropriation for surmer 
youth employn:ent. The bill raises the level of funding $5 million dollars in an 
attempt to errploy as many young people as i;:ossible. 

GENERAL I.EGISIATION COMMITI'EE ACTS ON THREE BILLS 

The General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Comnittee, chaired by Sen. Howard 
Olson (DFL-St. James) , met Weds. March 16 to hear and approve three bills. 

S.F. 606, authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), pertains to the financing 
of National Guard Arnories. H.F. 260, also sp::>nsored by Wegener, deletes obsolete 
references to the naval militia.from the statutes. 

Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston) then introduced a bill (S.F. 217) 
that clarifies the definition of veterans for the purpose of purchasing tax forfeited 
land. 

TAX COMMITI'EE APPROVES BILLS FOR THE HEARJNG IMPAIRED 

The Senate Conmittee on Taxes and Tax Laws, chaired by Sen. William McCutcheon 
(DFL-St. Paul) approved two bills designed to help the deaf at rceetings M:m. March 14 
and Weds. March 16. 

S.F. 223 authored by Sen. Otto Bang (IR-Edina), authorizes the sarre tax benefits 
for people with hearing ear dogs as for those with seeing eye dogs. s .F. 292, by 
Sen. Gene M:rriam (DFL-COOn Rapids) reduces the decibel level for detennining hearing 
impainrent for tax purposes. 

In other action this week the conmittee defeated a rreasure (S.F. 171), authored 
by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley), that would exempt outdoor advertising from 
personal property taxes. 
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ENERGY AND HOUSING BEGINS HEARINGS CN ENERGY AGENCY; 'IOORS SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY 

The Energy and Housing Comnittee began hearings on Thurs. March 17 on S.F. 669, 
a bill that would extend the life of the State Energy Agency and make certain changes 
in its i;x:,wers. The ccmnittee began preliminary discussions on the neasure.. Extensive 
anendrrents are expected as the bill goes into.hearings in the next weeks. 

At the sarre rreeting, the ccmnittee, -chaired by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL-North 
Branch) was given a synopsis of the findings of the State Energy "fly-over" program 
to obtain thernographs (which pinpoint heat loss). A second fly-over is now being 
done in sane cases to detennine whether the heating inefficiencies indicated have 
been renedied· or.ignored. 

On Tues. -March 15 the conmittee toured the Honeywell Energy Resources Center. 

JUDICIARY HFARS UNIFORM PARENTAGE BILL 

The focus of two rceetings held by the Judiciary Comnittee during the week was 
S.F. 105-Unifonn Parentage, a bill that would rerrove the legal distinctions betvveen 
legitima.te and illegit.unate children in determining adoption rights. The major 
change affected by the bill would be to allow fathers of illegit.unate children first 
rights for adoption should the n:other give the child up. The bill, authored by 
committee chainnan Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) is a c.onplicated one and therefore 
required the extended hearings. At a final meeting of the Judiciary Comnittee for 
the week on Fri. March 18, the ccmnittee was expected to complete action on it, 
along with several other bills. 

ELECTION (l)MMI'ITEE DISCUSSES SUCCESSION LAW 

The Senate Elections Comm. ttee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL-Mpls. ) , 
focused discussion Thurs. March 17 on a rreasure (S.F. 758) outlining the succession 
of the Govenior and Lieutenant Govemor. The bill, authored by Sen. David Schaaf 
(DFL-Fridley), would follow precidents set by the Federal governn:ent in that, in the 
event of a vacancy in the office of lieutenant govemor, the governor could appoint 
a IlEillber of the legislature or a constitutional officer to the position. The 
neasure was laid over for further consideration. 

At a rreeting earlier in the week the conmittee approved three bills. The first, 
S.F. 245, authored by Sen. Franklin Knoll (DFL-Mpls.), vOUJ.d allow an individual a 
choice of taking a tax credit or a tax deduction for p::>litical contributions. A 
rreasure (S.F. 213), authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) T,aJOuld allow a candidate 
to abide by the Minneap::>lis campaign finance ordinance rather than Minnesota state 
law. Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls~) introduced a bill (S.F. 18) dealing with false 
canpaign statenents. 

SUBCOMMITrEE STUDms BILINGUAL PROGRAMS 

An Education Subcomnittee on Special Programs, chaired by Sen. Peter stUitpf 
(DFL-St. Paul) approved ~ bills on bilingual education 'Ii.Jes. March 15. S.F. • 120, 
authored by Sen. William McCutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) and S.F. 455 authored by Sen. Allan 
Spear (DFL-Mpls.)both establish pilot bilingual programs. 

LIQUOR PRICE ADVERrISING VOrED oom BY (X)MMITI'EE 

Sen. Robert Tennessen' s (DFL-Mpls. ) Cormerce Conmittee net Tues. March 15 and 
defeated a measure (S.F. 129) authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center) 
that would have allowed off sale liquor stores to advertise prices. Comtri.ttee n:arbers 
had expressed fears that such advertising would drive small establishm:nts out of 
business and thus voted to defeat the rreasure. 

A bill (S.F. 450) authorizing branch banking was then introduced by Sen. 
Winston Borden (DFL-Brainerd) . The measure would allow banks to have branch of-fices 
only in the economic developrent regions in which the parent bank is located. Borden, 
in his explanato:ry remarks, emphasized the irrq;:crtance of competition in banking as 
the primary reason for the bill. 
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FINANCE SUBCCMMITI'EES CONTINUE IDRK, FULL CCM-1ITI'EE TO DECIDE DUTCH EIM APPROPRIATION 

The Finance·subcarmittees continued -wqrk on budget requests during the week, and 
canpleted action on a number of agency and department requests. 

The Finance Subccmnittee on Semi-State & Transportation, chaired by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum 
(DFL-St. Cloud), has alrrost canpleted its budget review of semi-state agencies. 

One of its nore important reccmnendations involves doubling the appropriation for the 
State Arts Board from al:out $2 million to almost $4 million. The increase ~uld be for 
for grants in aid for outstate projects, and for subsidies to major institutions ($1.6 
million for the biennium). 

The subcarmittee also continued its review of the MN Department of Transportation 
request. Included in the discussion was the Governor's recarme:ndation for an appropriation 
0£·$650,000, each year to subsidize the Duluth Amtrak line. 

The Finance Subcanmittee on Health,-Welfare, & Corrections has aln:ost completed its 
review of the $853 million Department of Welfare state request. Emphasis at the Subcom
mittee hearing has been on holding down costs, although same inflationary cost adjustments 
have been included. The subcomnittee also reviewed the Department of Correction's request. 
The major item involved, possible fund of a new correctional facility, however, is not a 
post of their general request and may instead be a pa.rt of the building bill reconmenda
tions now being prioritized by the Department of Finance. 

The Finance subcarmittee on Education, chaired by carmittee chainnan Roger Moe(DFL
Ada), canpleted work on the University of Minnesota's $399.2.million request (which in
cludes staff pay increases). The Governor's recarrnendation is for an appropriation of 
$350.6 million, but this does not include costs of any pay increases that may be included 
in the general state employee pay bill. The University's controversial request for a 
staffing increase to cover anticipated enrollment increases is not expected to be funded. 

The Finance Subcorrmittee on State Departments, chaired by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III 
(DFL-New Hope), has a.lrrost canpleted ~rk on the State Energy Agency request. The Agency 
had requested about $400,000 in new funds primarily for expanded energy research grants 
and to expand their infrared aerial survey. The Governor had not recarmended all the 
increased funds sought, but has indicated that he will now support selected study reports. 
The current recarrnendation is for a biennial appropriation of about $2.4 million. 

The subcarmittee also reviewed the Dept. of Natural Resources requests. New funding is 
being sought for expanded operations in water use permit operations. Another major item 
in the DNR presentation is an #11 million deficiency request to cover excess costs of fight-
ing forest fires last surrmer. The item is being considered separately and will soon cane 
upforfullcarmitteeaction. 

Ti.1e full carmittee will m:et again next week to take a final vote on the Dutch Elm 
Disease Control Bill. An amendment increasing the appropriation for reforestation was 
tied on at the last m:eting but no final vote was taken because of time limitations. 

TRANSPORTATION OI<AYS BUS SHELTER ADS, INCREASES OOLIAR DAMAGE REPORI' AMOUNT 

The Transportation Camnittee (Clarence Purfeerst, DFL-Faribault, Ch.ainnan) okayed 
two bills at· its Tuesday, March 15 meeting. The first, S. F. 145, w::,uld permit advertising 
on bus shelters. Proceeds £ran the ads would go to the nrunicipalities in which the 
shelters are located. The second, S.F. 108, simply increases the dollar arrount of damages 
sustained in accidents before a report is required. This change is an inflationary adjust
ment so that minor accidents will not have to be reported. 

The Transit subccmnittee, chaired by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-South. St. Paul), began 
an examination of Metroi;:olitan Transit Authority (MrC) financing i;:olicies. 

ILCAL GOVERNMENT DEBATES REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS 

The Senate I.Deal Government Carmittee, chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), 
met Wednesday, March 16, to hear testimony supporting proi;:osals allowing withdrawal from 
the Regional Developnent Cannission. ~ bills are before the canmittee th.at advocate 
such a policy; S .F. 24 7 authored by Sen. Ed Schrom (DFL-Albany) and S .F. 491 by Sen. A. 0. H. 
Setzepfandt (DFL-Bird Island). 
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SENATE APPROVES AMENDED UNEMPLOYMENT BILL, WILL GO TO GOVERNOR 

At its Thursday, March 17 session, the full Senate completed legislative action on 
a bill that makes substantial changes in Minnesota's unemployment coIIp=nsation practices. 
(Those who quit their jobs will no longer be eligible for benefits) The Senate had passed 
a similar meausre in February but amendments made in the House brought the issue back 
to the Senate for final resolution. The Senate approved the House changes, which would 
avoid decreases in the amounts of compensation paid to lower salaried workers. The bill 
now will go to the Governor for his signature. 

The Senate also approved H.F. 38, which requires that builders provide guarantees · 
that any new homes.built are free of structural defects. 

The Senate also took action on a number of minor bills at its session Thursday and 
an earlier session on Monday, March 14. 

The full Senate will meet again next Monday at 10: 30 AM. 

C~ BEGINS HEARINGS ON EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY EDUCATICN 

The Senate Education Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jerane Hughes (DFL-Maplewood) r began 
hearings Monday, March 14 on the early childhood and family education act (S.F. 535). 

The bill, authored by Hughes, includes provisions for early and periodic educational 
screening, educational programs for parents, libraries of l:x>oks and toys, family services, 
home activity kits and resource infonna.tion. The Subconmittee on Education Aids will 
hold further hearings on the bill. 

Two other bills were approved by the carmittee this week. H.F. 291 (S .F. 284) 
sponsored by Sen. B. Robert Lewis (DFL-St. I.ouis Park) is a measure designed to allow 
school districts to fonn joint ooards to lease or purchase data processing equiprent. 
A bill (S.F. 57) authored by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum (DFL-St. Cloud), allowing local 
control of campus liquor p::,licy was also approved. 

OOVERNMENI'AL OPERATIONS APPROVES APPOIN'IMENI'S BILIS 

The Senate Governmental Ope.rations Ccrcmi.ttee, chaired by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL
St. Paul) met Tuesday, March 15 and approved tw:, bills. S .F. 37 authored by Sen. William 
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center), provides a mechanism for the public to learn of and apply 
for state agency positions. S.F. 109, a measure providing for coterminous appointments 
was authored by Sen. :bavid Schaaf (DFL-Fridley) and was also approved by the ccmnittee. 

A bill (S.F. 382) authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-South St. Paul) mandating zero 
based budgeting was recomnended for interim study. 

MANDA.'IDRY DEPOSIT BILL DRAWS PROPONENI'S, OPPONENTS: VOI'E SCHEDULED NEXT WEEK 

Hearings by the full Agriculture and Natural Resources Com:nittee on S.F. 1-mandatory 
deposit, began on Tuesday, March 15 with the testirrony of a number of supp::,rters. It was 
supported by representatives of the MN Energy Agency, The Pollution Control Agency, the 
Departrrent of Natural Resources, and many citizen's groups and individuals. 

On Thursday, March 17 equal time was given to the opponents, who represented the soft 
drink industry, grocers, and several unions. 

Prop::,nents claim that the bill would save energy, end waste, cut down on litter, and 
result in a net increase in jobs. 

OptX)nents reply that there could be increased energy use, that other approaches 
should be taken to the litter problem, that jobs \\Ould be lost, that it would increase 
beverage costs, and that it puts Minnesota industries at a competitive disadvantage with 
neighboring states. 

Rebuttal and a full camri.ttee vote is scheduled next Tuesday, March 22. 
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HEALTH, WELFARE & CORRECTIONS ACTS CN BILL AIDING BATrERED \"l:lMEN 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Conmittee, chaired by Sen. George 
Perpich (DFL-Chisholm) , met Tues. March 15 to hear a bill (S. F. 124) authored by 
Sen. B. Robert Lewis (DFL-St. Iouis Park), that would establish assistance and 
educational programs for battered 'WOJl'eil. Two programs v;ould be in the twin cities 
metropolitan-area; one v;ould be in an outstate city and one would be in an outstate 
rural area. 

The oom:nittee also acted on five other measures. Sen. Wayne Olhoft (DFL-
Henran) introduced a rreasure (S.F. 464) that provided for reciprocity in licensing 
for plumbers licensed in other states. Sen. Lewis sponsored a bill (S. F. 49 3) stipu
lating that after the first three years a non-profit nursing horre has been owned the 
state agency will not allow the expense of interest in net debt to exceed 100% of 
the original value of the hon: for depreciation purp::,ses. A bill (S.F. 553) 
appropriating rroney for the retired senior volunteer program was sponsored by Sen. 
Jo1:m Milton (DFL-White Bear Lake). Sen. Roger Strand (DFL-cyrus) introduced a 
measure that authorizes Yellow .Medicine County to participate in the mental health 
services program at Marshall, Minnesota. Sen. Jarres Ulland (IR-Duluth) then 
introduced a bill (S.F. 476) exenpting licensed hospital psychiatric or chemical 
deJ?E=Ildency units from review by the Welfare Depa.rt:rrent. Instead, such units will 
be under the jurisdiction of the Health Departrrent. All five measures were passed 
by the Ccmnittee. 

The 'lhurs. March 17 neeting of the carmittee was de"VOted to a measure (S.F. 459), 
introduced by Sen.· Inuglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) , that would delineate the resp:msibility 
of state governnent in financing social services. The bill, which is designed along 
the lines of the school aid fonnula of financing, ~uld be a unifonn rrethod of 
financing social services in Minnesota. 

EMPLOYMENT COMMITrEE APPROVES HIGHER mNJMOM WAGE 

The Senate Employment Comnittee,. chaired by Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL
Lewiston), approved a measure (S.F. 226) that raises the state minimum wage to $2.30 
per hour. The current wage level is $2.10. The bill's author, Sen. Jo1:m Milton 
(DFL-White Bear Lake) noted that tre poverty level ha1 been detenn:ined at $2.90 
per hour and the proposed raise would not insure heads of households freedom from 
lX)verty. 

A section that proposed a reduction in tip credit was dropped £ran the bill 
and had been, Milton pointed out, the major focus of o~sition testinony. 

In other action the ccmni.ttee approved and referred to Finance a bill (S.F. 625) 
authored by Sen. Sam Solon (pFL-Duluth), increasing the appropriation for surmer 
youth employm:mt. The bill raises the level of funding $5 million dollars in an 
attempt to employ as many young :people as lX)ssible. • 

GENERAL LEGISIATION COMMITrEE ACTS ON THREE BILLS 

The General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Conmittee, chaired by Sen. Howard 
Olson (DFL-St. Jarres) , root Weds. March 16 to hear and approve three bills. 

S.F. 606, authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha) , pertains to the financing 
of National Guard A.Drories. H.F. 260, also sponsored by Wegener, deletes obsolete 
references to the naval militia.from the statutes. 

Sen. Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston) then introduced a bill (S.F. 217) 
that clarifies the definition of veterans for the purpose of purchasing tax forfeited 
land. 

TAX COMMITrEE APPIDVES BILLS FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED 

The Senate Conmittee on Taxes and Tax Laws, chaired by Sen. William Mceutcheon 
(DFL-St. Paul) approved two bills designed to help the deaf at rreetings r-nn. March 14 
and Weds. March 16. 

S.F. 223 authored by Sen. Otto Bang (IR-Edina), authorizes the sane tax benefits 
for people with hearing ear dogs as for those with seeing eye dogs. S. F. 292, by 
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-COOn Rapids) reduces the decibel level for detennining hearing 
.i.rtprinrent for tax purposes. 

In other action this week the carmittee defeated a rreasure (S.F. 171), authored 
by Sen. David Schaaf (DFL-Fridley), that ,would exenpt outdoor advertising from 
personal property taxes . 
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ENERGY AND HOUSING BEGINS HEARINGS ON ENERGY AGENCY; 'IUJRS SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY 

The Energy and Housing Conmittee began hearings on 'Ihurs. March 17 on S.F. 669, 
a bill that would extend the life of the State Energy Agency and rrake certain changes 
in its pJWers. The comrnittee began preliminary discussions on the m:asure. Extensive 
amendments are e:x.r;ected as the bill goes into.hearings in the next weeks. 

At the sane rreeting, the comrnittee, -chaired by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL-North 
Branch) was given a synopsis of the findings of the State Energy "fly-over" program 
to obtain ther.rrographs (which pinpoint heat loss). A seoond fly-over is now being 
done in sane cases to detenni:ne whether the heating inefficiencies indicated have 
J:>een rem:died or.ignored. 

On Tues. March 15 the ca:rmittee toured the Honeywell Energy Resources Center. 

JUDICIARY HEARS UNIFORM PARENTAGE BILL 

The focus of two neetings held by the Judiciary Corrmittee during the week was 
S.F. 105-Unifonn Parentage, a bill that would renove the legal distinctions between 
legitimate and illegit.unate children in detemri.ning adoption rights. The major 
change affected by the bill would be to allow fathers of illegit.unate children first 
rights for adoption should the m::>ther give the child up. The bill, authored by 
committee chainnan Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) is a oomplicated one and therefore 
required the extended hearings. At a final m:eting of the Judiciary Comnittee for 
the week on Fri. March 18, the comrnittee was e:x.r;ected to complete action on it, 
along with several other bills. 

ELECTICN CDMMITI'EE DISCUSSES SUCXESSION IAW 

The Senate Elections Comnittee, chaired by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL-Mpls.), 
focused discussion Thurs. March 17 on a m:asure (S.F. 758) outlining the succession 
of the Govemor and Lieutenant Govemor. The bill, authored by Sen. David Schaaf 
(DFL-Fridley), would follow precidents set by the Federal governnent in that, in the 
event of a vacancy in the office of lieutenant govemor, the govemor could appoint 
a member of the legislature or a oonstitutional officer to the I,X)Sition. The 
rreasure was laid over for further oonsideration. 

At a m:eting earlier in the week the 9()IIIIlittee approved three bills. 'Ihe first, 
S.F. 245, authored by Sen. Franklin Knoll (DFL-Mpls.) , would allow an individual a 
choice of taking a tax credit or a tax deduction for I,X)litical contributions. A 
rreasure (S.F. 213), authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) would allow a candidate 
to abide by the MinneaI,X)lis campaign finance ordinance rather than Minnesota state 
law. Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls .. ) introduced a bill (S.F. 18) dealing with false 
campaign statements. 

SUBCOMMITI'EE STUDmS BILINGUAL PROGRAMS 

An Education Subconmittee on Special Programs, chaired by Sen. Peter Stl.lITpf 
(DFL-St. Paul) approved t:\-\0 bills on bilingual education Tues. March 15. S.F. 120, 
authored by Sen. William McCutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) and S.F. 455 authored by Sen. Allan 
Spear (DFL-Mpls.)both establish pilot bilingual programs. 

LIQUOR PRICE ADVERrISING VOrED OOWN BY CD.'1MITI'EE 

Sen. Robert Tennessen' s (DFL-Mpls. ) Connerce Corrmi ttee m:t Tues. :March 15 and 
defeated a rreasure (S.F. 129) authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center) 
that would have allowed off sale liquor stores to advertise prices. Conrni ttee rrerrbers 
had expressed fears that such advertising would drive small establishrlalts out of 
business and thus voted to defeat the measure. 

A bill (S.F. 450) authorizing branch banking was then introduced by Sen. 
Winston Borden (DFL-Brainerd) . The measure would allow banks to have branch of.fices 
only in the eoonomic developrent regions in which the parent bank is located. Borden, 
in his explanatory remarks, emphasized the .importance of competition in banking as 
the priraa.cy reason for the bill. 
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FINANCE SUECCMMITrEES CCNTINUE IDRK, FULL CCM1I'ITEE TO DECIDE DUTCH EIM APPROPRIATION 

The Finance subcorrmittees continued work on budget requests during the week, and 
canpleted action on a number of agency and department requests. 

The Finance Subcarmittee on Semi-State & Transportation, chaired by Sen. Jack Kleinbaum 
(DFL-St. Cloud), has alrrost carpleted its budget review of semi-state agencies. 

One of its nore .irnp:)rtant recamiendations involves doubling the appropriation for the 
State Arts Board from about $2 million to almost $4 million. The increase would be for 
for grants in aid for outstate projects, and for subsidies to major institutions ($1.6 
million for the biennium) . 

The subcarmittee also continued its review of the MN Department of Transportation 
request. Included in the discussion was the Govenior's reccmnendation for an appropriation 
of $650,000, each year to subsidize the Duluth Amtrak line. 

The Finance Subcanrnittee on Health,-Welfare, & Corrections has a.lnost canpleted its 
reviav of the $853 million Department of Welfare state request. Emphasis at the Subcom
mittee hearing has been on holding down costs, although sore inflationary cost adjustments 
have been included. The subcorrmittee also reviewed the Department of Correction's request. 
The major item involved, possible fund of a new correctional facility, however, is not a 
post of their general request and may instead be a part of the building bill recormenda
tions now being prioritized by the Department of Finance. 

The Finance subccmni.ttee on Education, chaired by carmittee chair.man Roger Moe(DFL
Ada), canpleted work on the University of Minnesota's $399.2.million request (which in
cludes staff pay increases). The Govenior's reccmnendation is for an appropriation of 
$350.6 million, but this does not include costs of any pay increases that may be included 
in the general state employee pay bill. The University's controversial request for a 
staffing increase to cover anticipated enrollment increases is not expected to be funded. 

The Finance Subcommittee on State Departments, chaired by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey III 
(DFL-New Ho~), has alrrost canpleted y.0rk on the State Energy Agency request. The Agency 
had requested about $400,000 in new funds primarily for expanded energy research grants 
and to expand their infrared aerial survey. The Governor had not recarrnended all the 
increased funds sought, but has indicated that he will now support selected study reports. 
The current recarmendation is for a biennial appropriation of about $2.4 million. 

The subcarmittee also reviewed the Dept. of Natural Resources requests. New funding is 
being sought for expanded operations in water use permit operations. Another ma.jor item 
in the DNR presentation is an #11 million deficiency request to cover excess costs of fight-· 
ing forest fires last surrmer. The item is being considered separately and will soon cane 
up for full carmittee action. 

'li1e full carmittee will meet again next week to take a final. vote on the Dutch Elm 
Disease Control Bill. An amendment increasing the appropriation for reforestation was 
tied on at the last meeting but no final vote was taken because of time limitations. 

TRANSPORTA.TION OKAYS BUS SHELTER ADS, INCREASES OOLIAR DAMAGE REPORI' AMOUNT 

The Transportation Canmittee (Clarence Purfeerst, DFL-Faribault, Chainnan) okayed 
two bills at its Tuesday, March 15 meeting. The first, S.F. 145, would permit advertising 
on bus shelters. Proceeds fran the ads would go to the municipalities in which the 
shelters are located. The second, S.F. 108, simply increases the dollar arrount of damages 
sustained in accidents before a rep:,rt is required. This change is an inflationary adjust
ment so that minor accidents will not have to be reported. 

The Transit subcorrmittee, chaired by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-South St. Paul), began 
an examination of Metrop:,litan Transit Authority (MIC) financing :policies. 

ICCAL GOVERNMENT DEBATES REX:;IONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS 

The Senate weal Govenu:nent Canmittee, chaired by Sen. Myrton Weg-ener (DFL-Bertha) , 
met. Wednesday, March 16, to hear testirrony supporting pro:posals allowing withdrawal from 
the Regional Developnent Ccmnission. ~ bills are before the canmittee that advocate 
such a :policy; S.F. 247 authored by Sen. Ed Schram (DFL-Albany) and S.F. 491 by Sen. A.O.H. 
Setzepfandt (DFL-Bird Island). 



The Minnesota Senate Week in 1977 

SENATE PASSES BILLS; APPROVES RULES 

At m:etings 1-bn. March 7 and Thurs. March 10, the . full Senate approved a total 
of 15 bills, none of which generated extensive debate because of their non-rontroversial 
nature. At the Thursday session, the Senate also took up and passed its pennanent 
rules. The minority rroved an am:mdrrent that would have ~ifically stated that the 
Senate would operate under the provisions of the state open meeting law. Majority 
leader Nicholas Coleman (DFL-St. Paul) opposed th.e change, saying that the Minnesota 
Constitution specifically ernpc:Mers the Legislature to ·hold closed meetings when 
necessary. In addition, Coleman said that the am:mdment was essentially redundant 
because Senate m:etings were already open on a routine basis. Minari ty . Leader Robert 
Ashbach called Senate openness a "charade". 

After the discussion the .amendment failed 17 to 45 on a straight party-line split. 

FINANCE vams BIG INCREASE rn SHADE TREE REFORESTATION SECTION 

The full Finance Conmittee Thursday approved an anerldrnent to the ·shade tree 
disease control bill that doubled the allocation for reforestation efforts. The. 
arrendnent, sp:msored by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul), increased the reforestation 
allocation from $4 to $8 million and ·the total bill £ran about $28 to alnost $32 million. 
Chenoweth said that unless we camri.tted adequate resources n<:M to replanting, our cities 
could be barren and shadeless for a nurrber of years in the 1980's and 1990's. ChenCMeth 
also said that efforts now would rrost likely cost less than canparable efforts ·in the 
future. Chief .author Hubert Humphrey III (DFL-New Hope) sup:ported the increase but 
corrmittee chainnan Roger M:>e (DFL-Ada) opp:>sed it, saying that the increase could 
endanger its passage. 

Finance subcorrmittees continued hearings during the week on budget requests £ran 
a nurrber of state departments and institutions including the University of Minnesota 
and the departments of Welfare, and Corrections. 

AG & NAT RESOURCES SUBCDMMITl'EE APPOOVES MANDA'IDRY DEroSrr BILL 

The Agriculture and Natural Resources Subcomnittee on Environrrental Protection 
approved S.F. 1: Mandatory deposit .at a meeting Tues. March 8. The bill, authore:1 
by subcorrmittee chainnan William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center), was approved with only 
one dissenting vote, cast by Sen. Howard Olson (DFL-St. Jarres), who said that it would 
probably increase costs to consUITers. The full .Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. ·Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids) will hear public testinony 
on the bill at meetings next Tuesday and Thursday. A vote on the bill is scheduled 
for Tues. March 22. 

CREATION OF DEPARIMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY URGED 

A bill creating a state Department of Economic Security received its first hearing 
at the Fri. March 11 meeting of the comni ttee. The Depa.rtrrent of Employment Services 
and Vocational Services would be abolishe:1 by the measure (.S. F. 2 02) . Author Roger 
MJe (DFL-.Ada) explaine:1 the prop:)sal, outlining the nav organizational structure for 
human services in the state. 

Hearings continued Wed. March ·g on a bill (S.F. 226), authored by Sen. John Milton 
(DFirWhite .Bear Lake) that would raise the state minimum wage from $2.10 to $2.30, 
the current federal min.irnum wage. Discussion lvbn. March 7 focused on a measure (H.F. 6) 
authored by Sen. Allan Spear. (DFL-Mpls. ) , amending the Human Rights Act to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of age. 

Chairman Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston) said all three bills would receive 
further hearings next week. 
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TRANSPORrATION COMMITI'EE RAISES VEHICLE WEIGHT LIMITS, PASSES OI'HER BILLS 

At a Tues. March 8 :rreeting, the Transportation Corrmittee (Clarence Purfeerst, 
DEL-Faribault, chainnan) passed S.F. 270-Laufenburger, a bill that increases the allow
able vehicle weight limit on Minnesota roads from 73,000 to 80,000 lbs. (Several states 
to the west, including the Dakotas, have already passed bills increasing the weight 
limit; Iowa and Wisconsin have not.) Advocates from the trucking industry sought the 
change.and argued that this would result in greater efficiency, lCMer freight costs 
and energy savings. 

The oomnittee also passed House File 511, which allCMs the state to sell transpor
tation bonds imnediately to take advantage of favorable bond market conditions. 

At a Thurs. March 10 meeting the carrmi.ttee passed a bill that clarified the 
restrictions irrposed on notorcyclists with. lea.ming pennits. Existing legislation 
prohibited them £ran using "freeways," a tenn that was not defined. The word-"interstates" 
was substituted instead. 

GOVERNMENI' OPERATIONS COM-ITTI'EE APPROVES PAY RAISES 

The Senate Government Operations Camnittee, chaired by Sen. John ChenCMet.li. (DFL
St. Paul), met Wed. March 9 and approved a measure that would increase salary benefits 
for top administration officials, legislators· and judges. The salary increase package, 
sponsored by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL-Mpls.) passed by a narrow 10 - 8 margin. 

The measure would raise the governor's salary fran $41,000 to $58,000. Legislative 
salaries, now at $8,400 a year, -would go to $16,500 in 1979 and to $18,500 in 1980. 
District judge salaries -would go from $40,000 to $41,500. The proposed bill also called 
for a substantial reduction in the per diem allowance for state legislators. There 
have been no pay raises for top state officials and legislators since 1973. 

The bill had cleared the Subconmittee on Personnel Benefits, chaired by Sen. Gene 
Stokowski (PFL-Mpls. ) , Fri. March 4. The measure will r-DN go to the Senate Finance 
Cornmittee for further hearings. 

JUDICIARY PASSES 18 YE.AR OID OFFICE HOIDING BAL.LOI' AMENDMENT 

The Judiciary Corrmittee, chaired by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) approved a 
rceasure (S.F. 16) that would place the question of 18-21 year old eligibility for office 
on the next general election ballot. Currently 18-21 year olds are eligible to vote 
but are not allowed to hold office. Chief author Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said 
he saw no basis for this dual standard and argued that the question should be put to 
the voters. No one appeared in opposition. 

The Comnittee also approved S .F. 194: cerretary trespass, authored by Sen. Anlulf 
Ueland (IR-Mankato). (See Briefly for Feb. 28 to March 4.) 

The committee began discussion on a bill by Davies that ¾OUld require local 
approval and another bill by Sen. Bill Mccutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) on spouse abuse. 
Both were laid over for further consideration. 

ENERGY AND HOUSING PASSES BILL LIFI'ING SALES TAX ON FUEL DURING SUMMER MJNTHS 

The Senate Energy and Housing Carrmi.ttee passed a measure Thurs. March 10 that 
would lift the state sales tax on fuel oil, distillates, and propane, when sold and 
delivered during the nonths of July, August, and Septerrber. 

S.F. 258, authored by Sen. Inuglas Johnson (DFL~ook) had originally provided for 
the sales tax exemption on a year-round basis. Representatives from the MN Seniors 
Federation and·the state AFL~IO urged passage of the bill without t.li.e anendrrent-
arguing that heating supplies, like food and clothing, are a necessity and should not 
be subject to the sales tax. 

Members of the conmittee, including Chainnan Jerald Anderson (DFL-North Branch), 
and Senators Hanron Ogdahl (IR-Mpls.) and John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul) all argued 
that the arrendment was intended to encourage increased utilization of horre storage 
capacity by providing an incentive to fill tanks during non-peak demand periods. The 
bill was passed as amended with the -recorrmendation that the rreasure will be referred 
to the Carrmi.ttee Taxes and Tax Laws for hearings. 

On Tues. March 8 the Comnittee had toured the NSP King Plant at Stillwater as 
part of an ongoing effort to familiarize Corrmittee m:mbers with energy prcduction and 
problem. 
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EDUCA.TION SUBCOMMITrEES HEAR A VARmTY OF BILLS 

Several Education Subcamlittees net this week to hear a wide variety of 
legislative prop::>sals. 

Hearings on the controversial school redistricting bill (S.F. 156), authored 
by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL-North Branch), were held Ivbn. March 7 and Fri. March 11 
by the Subcommittee on Organization. The subcarmittee, headed by Sen. Jerane·Hughes 
(DFL-Maple'MJOd) continued to take public testi.m::my on the measure. 

The Subcommittee on Education Aids, chaired by Sen. Gene 1-:lerriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) 
also net twice this week. A rep:,rt from the Depa.rtrrent of Education ·on transportation 
aids was the center of discussion at the .Mon. March 7 neeting. The Thurs. March 10 
rreeting was devoted to a presentation by the Division of Secondary Vocational Education 
of the Depa.rtrrent of Education. 

The Subcanmittee on Post Secondary and Higher Education continued a discussion 
of post secondary funding at a meeting Thurs. March 10. The subconmittee is chaired 
by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul) . 

Hearings began Tues. Marc.11 8 in the Subcom:nittee on Special Programs on b\o bills 
that wauld establish pilot bilingual educational programs. The bills, (S.F. 120) 
authored by Sen. William Mc:,O.itcheon (DFL-St. Paul) and (S.F. 455). by Sen. Allan Spear 
(DFL-Mpls.), differ both in philosophy and scope. Chainnan Peter Stumpf (DFL-St. 
Paul) will schedule further hearings to debate the relative merits of each bill and 
to hear public testmony. • 

GENERAL LEGISIATION COMMITI'EE HEARS STUDENT ~OKING BILL 

The Senate General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Comnittee, chaired by Sen. 
Howard Olson (DFL-St. Janes) , met Tues. March 9 to consider a bill that 'WOuld allow 
schools to have designated srroking areas. The rceasure (S .F. 354) authored by Sen. Gene 
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapic;is) "WOuld allow school boards to designate a srroking area for 
students over 18 or having written parental pennission. After extensive debate the 
measure was referred to a subcommittee for further consideration. 

The committee approved a bill (S.F. 319) authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DEL
Bertha) that wauld strike the current statute prohibiting liquor being served at 
public dances. • 

At a meeting Weds. March 9 the com:ni ttee passed three bills. The first ireasure 
(S.F. 312), sponsored by Sen. :COuglas Sillers (IR, Moorhead), 'WOuld allow the Historical 
Society to establish an interpretative center in Moorhead. The second bill (S.F. 383), 
sp:msored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), would lift the five year 
residency requirement for the can:nissioner and certain officers of the Department of 
Veteran Affairs. The final measure (S.F. 257), authored by Sen. Edward Schrom 
(DFL-Albany), wauld allow sn.owrrobiles to use coimty state aid highways at designated 
areas to get aroi.md natural obstacles. ' 

.. 
EDUCA.TION COMMI'ITEE HEARS BELL PFESENTATION 

The Senate Education Committee iret Tues. March 8 to hear a presentation on special 
education by representatives of BELL (Better Education Legislative Liason). S:peakers 
outlined the problems and the goals and objectives of special education services in 
both the regular and special education classro::m situation. 

Chainnan. Jerone Hughes (DFL-1-1a.plewood) then directed the committee's attention 
to a subcommittee report dealing with a measure (S.F. 185) exempting !-'.bntessori 
Schools from day care regulations. The bill, sponsored by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL
St. Paul), would shift the regulatory authority for Montessori Schools from the 
Depa.rtrrent of Welfare to the Department of Education. The bill was approved and 
re-referred to the.Senate Finance Conmittee. 

TAX COMMIT.r.EE CONI'INUES TAX INCREMENT FINANCING HEARil-JGS 

Chai:r:man William McCutcheon(DFL-St. Paul)gathered members of the Conmittee on Taxes 
and Tax Laws together Wed. March 9 to continue discussion on tax increment financing. 

Testinony was taken from representatives of municipalities, such as St. Paul and 
Duluth, currently involved with tax increm:mt financing as a means of financing urban 
redevelopnent. The carn:nittee also discussed alternative irethcds of redevelopment 
financing in conjimction with a presentation given by the League of Minnesota Cities 
and National Association of Housing and Redeveloprrent Organizations (NAHRO). 
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ELECTIONS COMMITI'EE PASSES UNIFORM MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY BILL· 

- The Senate Elections Ccmnittee culm:inated a series of hearings by approving Sen. 
David Schaa£ 1 s (DFL-Fridley) Unifo:an Local Governrrent Election Day bill on a 7 - 4 
roll call vote at the Tues. March 8 meeting. 

The bill (S.F. 350) calls for all local governrrent elections, except those of 
toWnShip officers, • to 1:e held on the first Tuesday after the second M::>nday in November• 
of each odd nurrbered year. 

At a meeting Thurs. March 10 the cannittee, headed by Chainnan Edward Gearty 
(DFL-Mpls. ) heard and approved three bilJ_s. 

A rreasure (S.F. 157) introduced by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), calls 
for the state to reimburse each county and other local governrrent units for the cost 
incurred for a special election to fill a vacancy in the legislature or Congress. 

Sen. Otto Bang (IR-Edina) sp:msored a bill (S.F. 335) that would allCM an 
individual to serve as an election judge in a precinct other than his cwn. 

The final bill (S.F. 456) heard by- the ccmnittee would allow municip:3.lities the 
option to open IX,)lling places at 6: 00 a .m. on election day. The bill's author is 
Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) . 

HE.ALTHlWELFARE & CORRECTIONS APPRJVE EVENmG CHILD CARE CENTERS 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Conmittee, lead by Chainnan George 
Perpich (DFL-Chishohn) met Tues. March 9 and approved two rreasures. 

The first bill (S.F. 196), authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) provides funds 
to establish evening c..11.ild care centers at the U:niversity of Minnesota, tt-10 comm.mity 
colleges and two state universities. The centers v.Uuld provide inexpensive child care 
facilities for parents attending night classes and would be self supporting after the 
initial set up costs had been taken care of. The bill passed and was ~e-referred to 
the Finance Conmittee. 

The second bill (S.F. 146) , authored by Sen. ~on Wegener (DFL-Bertha) , clarifies 
the definition of "ambulance" in Minnesota law. The measure was approved by the 
o:mnittee. 

The comrni ttee met Thurs. March 10 and approved a bill (S .F. 80) that would allow 
the Department of Health to reimburse persons for costs incurred taking an approved 
ambulance training course. The bill's sp::>nsor is Sen. Mike Menning (DFL-Edgerton). 

I.OCAL GOVERNMENI' C'OMMITI'EE HEARS PROPOSALS 

The Senate Local Govenmlent Canmittee chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), 
m:t ~- March 9 to consider tWJ proIJOsed bills. 

Sen. Steve Keefe (DEL-Mpls.) introduced a bill (S.F. 78) that clarifies the 
resp::,nsibilities of the parties to involve in repurchase agreem:nts of debt service 
fund investm:nts. The measure was approved by the committee. 

A seC'Ond rreasure (S.F. 442) dealing with the enforcement of regulations concerning 
the instn:u:rents that convey real estate. The author, Sen. A. 0. H. Setzepfandt (DFL
Bird Island), requested that the bill be laid over for technical revision. 

00V OP SUOCOMMITrEE HEARS METRO OJUNCIL PRESENTATIONS 

The Govenm:ental Operations Subcomnittee on M:tro Affairs, headed by Sen. Franklin 
Knoll (DFL-Mpls. ) met Fri, March 4 to continue background presentations on the 
Metropolitan Council. 
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SENATE PASSES BILIS; APPIDVES ROLES 

At meetings Mon. March 7 and Thurs. March 10, the full Senate approved a total 
of 15 bills, none of which generated extensive debate because of their non-controversial 
nature. At the Thursday session, the Senate .also took up and passed its permanent 
rules. 'Ihe minority noved an _am:mdmen.t that 'WOuld have specifically stated that the 
Senate would operate under the provisions of the state open meeting law. :Majority 
leader Nicholas Coleman (DFL-St. Paul) opposed the change, saying that the Minnesota 
Constitution specifically empowers the Legislature to.hold closed meetings when 
necessary. In addition, Coleman said that thE; anendment was essentially redundant 
because Senate meetings were already open on a routine basis. Minority Leader Robert 
Ashbach called Senate openness a "charade". 

After the discussion the ·arnenament failed 17 to 45 on a straight party-line split. 

FINANCE voms BIG INCREASE IN SHADE TREE REFORESTATION SECI'ION 

The full Finance Comnittee Thursday approved an amsnament to the shade tree 
disease control bill that doubled the allocation for reforestation efforts. The 
amendment, sr.x>nsored by Sen. John Chen.C1Neth (DFL-St. Paul), increased the reforestation 
allocation from $4 to $8 million and the total bill fran about $28 to alnost $32 million. 
Chenoweth said that uniess we canmitted adequate resources nCM to replanting, our cities 
could be barren and shadeless for a nuniber of years in the 1980's and 1990's. ChenCMeth 
also said that efforts now would nost likely cost .less than canparable efforts ·in the 
future. Chief .author Hubert Humphrey III (DFL-New Hope) supported the increase but 
cormri.ttee chainnan Roger M:)e (DFL~Ada) opp:,sed ~t, saying that the increase could 
endanger its passage. 

Finance subcorrmittees continued hearings during the week on budget requests fran 
a nurrber of state departments and institutions including the University of Minnesota 
and the departments of Welfare, and Corrections. 

AG & NAT RESOURCES SUBa)MMITrEE APPROVES MANDATORY DEPOSTI BILL 

The Agriculture and Natural Resources Subromrnittee on Envirornrental Protection 
approved S.F. 1: Mandatory deposit _at a rreeting Tues. March 8. The bill, authored 
by subcommittee chainran William Luther· (DFL-Brooklyn Center), was approved with only 
one dissenting vote, cast by Sen. Howard Olson (DFL-St. James), who said that it 'WOuld 
:probably increase costs to cons·urrers._ The full _Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Cormri.ttee, chaired by Sen. •Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids) will hear public testinony 
on the bill at rreetings next Tuesday and Thursday. A vote on the bill is scheduled 
for Tues. March 22. 

CREATION OF DEPARIMENT OF ECDNOMIC SECURITY URGED 

A bill creating a state Department of Economic Security received its first hearing 
at the Fri. March 11 rreeting of the committee. The Depart:rrent of Employment Services 
and Vocational Services would be abolished by • the measure (S. F. 2 02) . Author Roger 
M:>e (DFL-Ada) explained the prop:)sal, outlining the new organizational structure for 
human services in the state. 

Hearings continued Wed. March .9 on a bill (S.F. 226), authored by Sen. John Milton 
(DFL-White .Bear Lake) that would raise the state min.irnum wage fran $2.10 to $2.30, 
the current federal minimum wage. Discussion M:m. March 7 focused on a neasure (H.F. 6) 
authored by Sen. Allan Spear. (DFL-Mpls. ) , amending the Human Rights Act to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of age. 

Chainnan Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston) said all three bills "WOuld receive 
further hearings next week. 

A publication of -the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. B29, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
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TRANSPORI'ATION COMMITrEE RAISES VEHICLE WEIGHT LIMITS, PASSES OI1HER BILLS 

At a Tues. Marc..11. 8 meeting, the Transportation Corrmi.tt...~ (Clarence Purfeerst, 
DFL-Faribault, chairman) passed S.F. 270-Laufenburger, a bill that increases the allow
able vehicle weight limit on Minnesota roads from 73,000 to 80,000 lbs. (Several states 
to the west, including the Dakotas, have already passed bills increasing the weight 
limit; Iowa and Wisconsin have not.) Advocates from the trucking industry sought the 
change and argued that this would result in greater efficiency, lc:Mer freight costs 
and energy savings. 

The conmittee also passed House File 511, which allc:Ms the state to sell transpor
tation bonds inmediately to take advantage of favorable bond market conditions. 

At a Thurs. March 10 meeting the conmittee passed a bill that clarified the 
restrictions imposed on rrotorcyclists with- learning pennits. Existing legislation 
prohibited them £ran using "freeways," a tenn that was not defined. The word "interstates" 
was substituted instead. 

GOVERNMEN.r OPERATIONS COMITTrEE APPROVES PAY RAISES 

The Senate Governrrent Operations Canmittee, chaired by Sen. John Chenowet.."1. (DFL
St. Paul) , met Wed . .March 9 and approverl a measure that would increase salary benefits 
for top administration officials, legislators· and judges. The salary increase package, 
sponsored by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL-Mpls.) passed by a narrow 10 - 8 margin. 

The measure would raise the governor's salary fran $41, 000 to $58,000. Legislative 
salaries, now at $8,400 a year, would go to $16,500 in 1979 and to $18,500 in 1980. 
District judge salaries would go from $40,000 to $41,500. The proposed bill also called 
for a substantial reduction in the per diem allowance for state legislators. There 
have been no pay raises for top state officials and legislators since 1973. 

The bill had cleared the Subcommittee on Personnel Benefits, chaired by Sen. Gene 
Stokowski (PFL-Mpls. ) , Fri. March 4. The measure will rDN·· go to the Senate Finance 
Camnittee for further hearings. 

JUDICIARY PASSES 18 YFAR OID OFFICE HOIDING BALLOr AMENDMENT 

The Judiciary Conmittee, chaired by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) approved a 
measure (S.F. 16) that w'Ould place the question of 18-21 year old eligibility for office 
on the next general election ballot. Currently 18-21 year olds are eligible to vote 
but are not allowed to hold office. Chief author Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said 
he saw no basis for this dual standard and argued that the question should be put to 
the voters. No one appeared in opposition. 

The Conmittee also approved S.F. 194: cemetary trespass, authored by Sen. Amulf 
Ueland (IR-Mankato). (See Briefly for Feb. 28 to March 4.) 

The corrmi.ttee began discussion on a bill by Davies that would reg:uire local 
approval and another bill by Sen. Bill Mccutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) on spouse abuse. 
Both were laid over for further a:msideration. 

ENERGY AND HOUSING PASSES BILL LIFTmG SALES TAX ON FUEL DURING SUMMERM'.)NTHS 

The Senate Energy and Housing Conmittee passed a measure Thurs. March 10 that 
would lift the state sales tax on fuel oil, distillates, and propane, when sold and 
delivered during the rronths of July, August, and September. 

S.F. 258, authored by Sen. Ibuglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) had originally provided for 
the sales tax exemption on a year-round basis. Representatives from the MN Seniors 
Federation and·the state AFL-CIO urged passage of the bill without t.."1.e arre:n&tent-
arguing that heating supplies, like food and.clothing, are a necessity and should not 
be subject to the sales tax. 

Members of the corrmittee, including Chairman Jerald Anderson (D.FL-North Branch), 
and Senators Har.non Ogdahl (IR-Mpls.) and John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul) all argued 
that the arrendm:mt was intended to encourage increased utilization of home storage 
capacity by providing an incentive to fill tanks during non-peak demand periods. The 
bill was passed as amended with the -recorrmendation that the measure will be referred 
to the Corrmittee Taxes and Tax Laws for hearings. 

On Tues. March 8 the Corrmittee had toured the NSP King Plant at Stillwater as 
part of an ongoing effort to familiarize Corrmittee rranbers with energy prod.uction and 
problem. 
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EDUCATION SUBCOMMrr■rEES HEAR A VARIETY OF BILLS 

Several Education Sul::carmittees rnet this week to hear a wide variety of 
legislative prop'.)sals. 

Hearings on the controversial school redistricting bill (S.F. 156), authored 
by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL-North Branch) , were held M:>n. March 7 and Fri. March 11 
by the Subconmittee on Organization. The subcarmittee, headed by Sen. Jercm: Hughes 
(DFL-Maplewood) continued to take public test.i.n:ony on.the measure. 

The Subcarrmittee on Education Aids, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) 
also rnet twice this week. A rep'.)rt from the Depa.rtrrent of Education on transportation 
aids was the center of discussion at the Mon. March 7 meeting. The Thurs. !v'l'..arch 10 
meeting was devoted to a presentation by the Division of Secondary Vocational Education 
of the Depa.rtrrent of·Education. 

Th,e Subcarrmittee on Post Secondary and Higher Education continued a discussion 
of post secondary ft.mding at a meeting Thurs. March 10. The subcorrmittee is chaired 
by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul). 

Hearings began Tues. March 8 in the SubOJimri.ttee on Special Programs on ox, bills 
that w0uld establish pilot bilingual educational programs. The bills, (S .F. 120) 
authored by Sen. William Mc.Cutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) and (S.F. 455) • by Sen. Allan Spear 
(DFL-Mpls. ) , differ both in philosophy and scope. Chairman Peter Stumpf (DFL-St. 
Paul) will schedule further hearings to debate the relative merits of each bill and 
to hear public testin:ony. • 

GENERAL LEGISIATION COMMITrEE HEARS STUDENT SM)KING BILL 

The Senate General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Comnittee, chaired by Sen. 
Howard Olson (DFL-St. Janes) , met Tues. March 9 to ronsider a bill that w0uld allow 
schools to have designated srroking areas. The rreasure (S.F. 354) authored by Sen. Gene 
Merriam (DEL-Coon Rapids) w0uld allow school 1:oards to designate a snoking area for 
students over 18 or having written parental pennission. After extensive debate the 
measure was referred to a subconmittee for further consideration. 

The OJimri.ttee approved a bill (S.F. 319) authored py Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL
Bertha) that w0uld strike the current statute prohibiting liquor being served at 
public dances. • 

At a meeting Weds. March 9 the OJimri. ttee passed three bills. The first measure 
(S.F. 312), sponsored by Sen. Douglas Sillers (IR, M::,orhead), would allow the Historical 
Society to establish an interpretative center in M::::lorhead. The second bill (S.F. 383), 
Sp'.)nsorecl by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), 'WOUld lift the five year 
residency requirement for the carmissioner and certain officers of the Depart:rrent of 
Veteran Affairs. The final measure (S.F. 257), authored by Sen. Edward Schrom 
(DFL-Albany), w0uld allow snown:obiles to use county state aid highways at designated 
areas to get around natural obstacles. ' 

EDUCATION COMMI'ITEE HEARS BELL PRESENTATION 

The Senate Education Carn:nittee met Tues. March 8 to hear a presentation on s:p:cial 
education by representatives of BELL (Better Education Legislative Liason). Speakers 
outlined the problems and the goals and objectives of 5IX=Cial education services in 
1:oth the regular and special education classrcx::ml situation. 

Ch.air.man Jerome Hughes (DFL-Ma.plewood) then directed the committee's attention 
to a sul::ccmnittee re:port dealing with a measure (S.F. 185) exempting M::mtessori 
Schools from day care regulations. The bill, sponsored. by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL
St. Paul), would shift the regulatory authority for Montessori Schools fran the 
Depa.rtrrent of Welfare to the Department of Education. The bill was approved and 
re-referred to the.Senate Finance Committee. 

TAX COMMITr.EE CONI'INUES TAX INCREMENT FINANCING HEARINGS 

Chairman William M::Cutcheon(DFL-St. Paul)gathered rranbers of the Corrmittee on Taxes 
and Tax Laws together Wed. March 9 to continue discussion on tax increment financing. 

Testirrony was taken from representatives of rmmicipa.lities, such as St. Paul and 
Duluth, currently involved with tax increm:mt financing as a means of financing urban 
redeveloprent. The comnittee also discussed alternative methcds of redeveloprrent 
financing in conjunction with a presentation given by the League of Minnesota Cities 
and National Association of Housing and Redeveloprrent Organizations (NAHRO). 
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• ELECTIONS COMMrrTEE PASSES UNIFORM MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY BILL 

- The Senate Elections Ccmnittee culminated a series of hearings by approving Sen. 
David Schaaf 1 s (DFL-Fridley) Unifo:tm Local Government Election Day bill on a 7 - 4 
roll call vote at the Tues. March 8 m=eting. 

The bill (S.F. 350) calls for all local governrrent elections, except those of 
1:0'WnShip officers, to :be held on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in November• 
of each odd numbered year. 

At a m:eting Thurs. March 10 the carmittee, headed by Chainnan Edward Gearty 
(DFL-Mpls. ) heard and approved three bilis. 

A measure (S.F. 157) introduced by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), calls 
for the state to reimburse each county and.other local governrrent units for the cost 
incurred for a special election to fill a vacancy in the legislature or Congress. 

Sen. Otto Bang (m-Edina) sponsored a bill (S.F. 335) that would allcw an 
individual to serve as an election judge in a precinct other than his cwn. 

The final bill (S.F. 456) heard by'the camnittee would allow municipalities the 
option to open pJlling places at 6: 00 a .m. on election day. The bill's author is 
Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.). 

HEALTH! WEL..~ & CORRECTIONS APProv.E E''JENING CHILD CARE CENTERS 

The Senate Health,, Wel£a.re and Corrections Carmittee, lead by Chainran George 
Pei.-pich (DFL-Otlsholm) met Tues. March 9 and approved -1:w:) ~es. 

The first bill (S.F. 196), authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) provides funds 
to establish evening c.11.ild care ce.TJ.ters at the University of Minnesota, two comm.mi ty 
colleges and two state universities. The ce..-riters "wauld provide inexpensive child care 
facilities for parents attending night classes and would be self stJPJ;X)rting after the 
initial set up costs had been taken care of. The bill passed and was ~e-referred to 
the Finance Carmittee. 

The second bill (S.F. 146), authored by Se.Tl. M;yrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), clarifies 
the definition of "arnbulancen in Minnesota law. The measure was approved by the 
comnittee. 

The carrmittee rret Thurs. March 10 and approved a bill (S .F. 8 0) that would allow 
the Depart:rrent of Healt.}i to reimburse :persons for costs incurred taking an approved 
ambulance training course. The bill's sp:msor is Sen. Mike Menning (DFL-Edgerton) . 

r.o::M., GOVERNMENI' COMMITr.EE HEAPS PROPOSALS 

The Senate u,cal Government Comnittee chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha), 
met~- March 9 to consider b\O proi:osed bills. 

Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-i'\lpls.) introduced a bill (S.F. 78) that clarifies the 
resp:msibilities of the parties to involve in repurchase agreem:nts of debt service 
fund invesi::m:nts. The rreasure was approved by the comnittee. 

A second rreasure (S.F. 442) dealing with the enforcement of regulations concenring 
the instrurrents that convey real estate. The author, Sen. A. O. H. Setzepfandt (DFL
Bird Island), requested that the bill be laid over for technical revision. 

00V OP SUP.COMMI'ITEE HEAPS MET.RO COUNCIL PRESENTl\TIONS 

The Governrrental Operations Subcomnittee on Metro Affairs, headed by Sen. Franklin 
Knoll (DFL-Mpls.) met Fri, March 4 to continue background presentations on the 
Metropolitan Council. 



The Minnesota Senate Week in 

• SENATE PASSES BILLS; APPIDVES ROLES 

At meetings .Mon. March 7 and Thurs. March 10, the .full Senate approved a total 
of 15 bills, none of which generated extensive debate ·because of their non-controversial 
nature. At the Thursday session, the Senate also took up and passed its pennanent 
rules. The minority ·noved an arrendrrent that would have sp:cifically stated that the 
Senate would operate under the provisions of the state open meeting law. Majority 
leader Nicholas Coleman (DFL-St. Paul) opposed the change, saying that the Minnesota 
Constitution specifically empowers the Legislature to.hold closed meetings when 
necessary. In addition, Coleman said that th~ amendment was essentially redundant 
because Senate meetings were already open on a routine basis. Minority .Leader Robert 
Ashbach called Senate openness a "charade". 

After the discussion the .amendment failed 17 to 45 on a straight party-line split. 

FINANCE VOIES BIG INCREASE IN SHADE TREE REFORESTATION SECI'ION 

The full Finance Cormtl.ttee Thursday approved an ameildrcent to the ·shade tree 
disease control bill that doubled the allocation for reforestation efforts. The. 
aI1El1.drn:mt, sp:)nsored by Sen . . John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul), increased the reforestation 
allocation from $4 to $8 million and the total bill £rem about $28 to alnost $32 million. 
Chenoweth said that tmless we ccmnitted adequate resources nCM to replanting, our cities 
could be barren and shadeless for a nurrber of years in the 1980 1 s ·ana 1990's. ChenCMeth 
also said that efforts now 'WOU.ld nest likely cost less than canparable efforts ·in the 
future. Chief .author Hubert Humphrey ·III (DFL-New Hope) supported the increase but 
canmittee chainnan Roger MJe (DFL-Ada) opp::,sed it, saying that the increase could 
en.danger its passage. 

Finance subccmnit"tees continued hearings during the week. on budget requests fran 
a nurrber of state depart:me.nts and institutions including the University of Minnesota 
and the depart:me.nts of Welfare, and Corrections. 

AG & NAT RESOURCES SUBCOMMITIBE APPROVES MANDA'IDRY DEPOSIT BILL 

The Agriculture and Natural Resources Subccmnittee on Environmantai Protection 
approved S.F. 1: Mandatory deposit .at a meeting Tues. March 8. The bill, authored 
by subconmittee chainnan William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Center), was approved with only 
one dissenting vote, cast by Sen. Howard Olson (DFL-St. James), who said that it would 
probably increase costs to consurt¥=.rs.. The full .Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Ccmnittee, chaired by Sen. •Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids) will hear public testircony 
on the bill at meetings next Tuesday and Thursday. . A vote on the bill is scheduled 
for Tues. March 22. 

CREATION OF DEPARIMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY URGED 

A bill creating a state Department of Economic Security received its first hearing 
at the Fri. :March 11 meeting of the corrmittee. The Departm:mt of Errployment Services 
and Vocational Services would be abolished by ·the m:asure (.S.F. 202). Author Roger 
M:>e (DFL-Ada.) explained the proposal, outlining the new organizational structure for 
human services in the state. 

Hearings continued Wed. March ·g on a bill (S.F. 226), authored by Sen. John Milton 
(DFL-White .Bear Lake) that would raise the state minmrum wage from $2.10 to $2.30, 
the current federal rnininrum wage. Discussion ~n. March 7 focused on a rreasure (H.F. 6) 
authored by Sen. Allan Spear. (DFL-Mpls. ) , amending the Human Rights Act to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of age. 

Chairman Roger Laufenburger (DFL-Lewiston) said all three bills would receive 
further hearings next week. 

A publicati6n of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. 829, State Capitol (612) 296-4916 
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TRANSPORrATION COMMI'ITEE FAISES VEHICLE WEIGHT LIMITS, PASSES OrHER BILLS 

At a Tues. Marc..11. 8 neeting, the TranSfX)rtation Corrmittee (Clarence Purfeerst, 
DFL-Faribau.lt, chairman) passed S.F. 270-Laufenburger, a bill that increases the allow
able vehicle weight limit on Minnesota roads from 73,000 to 80,000 lbs. (Several states 
to the west, including the Dakotas, have already passed bills increasing the weight 
limit; Iowa and Wisconsin have not.) Advocates from the trucking industry sought the 
change.and argued that this would result in greater efficiency, lower freight costs 
and energy savings. 

The conmittee also passed House File Sil, which allows the state to sell translX)r
tation oonds imned.iately to take advantage of favorable 1:x:>nd market conditions. 

At a Thurs. March 10 meeting the conmittee passed a bill that clarified the 
restrictions imposed on rrotorcyclists with- learning permits. Existing legislation 
prohibited them £ran using "freeways," a tenn that was not defined. The word "interstates" 
was substituted instead. 

GOV.ERNMENI' OPERATIONS COM-rr'ITEE APPROVES PAY RAISES 

The Senate Government Operations Canmittee, ch.aired by Sen. John ChenCMeth (DFL
St. Paul) , met Wed. .March 9 and approved a measure that would increase salary benefits 
for top administration officials, legislators· and judges. The salacy increase package, 
sponsored by Sen. Edward Gearty (DFL-Mpls.) passed by a narrow 10 - 8 margin. 

The measure would raise the governor's salary fran $41,000 to $58,000. Legislative 
salaries, now at $8,400 a year, would go to $16,500 in 1979 and to $18,500 in 1980. 
District judge salaries would go from $40,000 to $41,500. The prolX)sed bill also called 
for a substantial reduction in the per diem allowance for state legislators. There 
have been no pay raises for top state officials and legislators since 1973. 

The bill had cleared the Subcommittee on Personnel Benefits, chaired by Sen. Gene 
Stokowski (PFL-Mpls. ) , Fri. March 4. i:;rh.e measure will rr.:w- go to the Senate Finance 
Ccmnittee for further hearings. 

JUDICIARY PASSES 18 YFAR OID OFFICE HOIDING BALLOr AMENDMENT 

The Judiciacy Comnittee, chaired by Sen. Jack Davies (DFL-Mpls.) approved a 
measure (S.F. 16) that would place the question of 18-21 year old eligibility for office 
on the next general el~tion ballot. Currently 18-21 year olds are eligible to vote 
but are not allowed to hold office. Chief author Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said 
he saw no basis for this dual standard and argued that the question should be put to 
the voters. No one appeared in opposition. 

The Conmi ttee also approved S .F. 194: cerretary trespass, authored by Sen. Arnulf 
Ueland (IR-Mankato). (See Briefly for Feb. 28 to March 4.) 

The committee began discussion on a bill by Davies that would require local 
approval and another bill by Sen. Bill Mccutcheon (DFL-St. Paul) on SIX)use abuse. 
Both were laid over for further consideration. 

ENERGY AND HOUSING PASSES BILL LIFTING SALES TAX ON FUEL DURING SCM-1ER MJNTHS 

The Senate Energy and Housing Conmittee passed a m:a.sure Thurs. March 10 that 
would lift the state sales tax on fuel oil, distillates, and propane, when sold and 
delivered during the rronths of July, August, and September. 

S.F. 258, authored by Sen. :COuglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) had originally provided for 
the sales tax exemption on a year-round basis. Representatives £ran the MN Seniors 
Federation and·the state AFL-CIO urged passage of the bill without the ammdrrent-
arguing that heating supplies, like food and clothing, are a necessity and should not 
be subject to the sales tax. 

Members of the committee, including Chainran Jerald Anderson (DFL-North Branch), 
and Senators Hamon Ogdahl (IR-Mpls.) and John Chenoweth (DFL-St. Paul) all argued 
that the arrendment was intended to encourage increased utilization of home storage 
capacity by providing an incentive to fill tanks during non-peak demand periods. The 
bill was passed as amended with the -recorrmmdation that the measure will be referred 
to the Comnittee Taxes and Tax Laws for hearings. 

On Tues. March 8 the Comnittee had toured the NSP King Plant at Stillwater as 
part of an ongoing effort to familiarize Comnittee members with energy production and 
problem. 
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EDUCATION SUBCOMMI'ITEES HEAR A VARIETY OF BILLS 

Several Education Subcarmittees met this week to hear a wide variety of 
legislative profOsals. 

Hearings on the controversial school redistricting bill (S.F. 156), authored 
by Sen. Jerald Anderson (DFL-North Branch), were held Mon. March 7 and Fri. March 11 
by the Subconmittee on Organization. The subccmnittee, headed by Sen. JeraIE Hughes 
(DFL-Maplevvood) continued to take public testirrony on the rreasure. 

The Subcorrmittee on Education Aids, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) 
also met twice this week. A rep:,rt from the Departrrent of Education on transp:,rtation 
aids was the center of discussion at the Mon. March 7 IIEeting. The Thurs. March 10 
:rreeting was devoted to a presentation by the Division of Secondary Vocational Education 
of the Departrrent of Education. 

Th~ Subconmittee on Post Secondary and Higher Education continued a discussion 
of post secondary funding at a IIEeting Thurs. March 10. The subcomnittee is chaired 
by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul). 

• Hearings began Tues. Marc..11 8 in the Subconmi ttee on Special Programs on o-;o bills 
that -would establish pilot bilingual educational programs. The bills, (S.F. 120) 
authored by Sen. William ~tcheon (DFL-St. Paul) and (S.F. 455) by Sen. Allan Spear 
(DFL-Mpls.) , differ both in philosophy and scope. Chainnan Peter Stumpf (DFL-St. 
Paul) will schedule further hearings to debate the relative merits of each bill and 
to hear public testinony. -

GENERAL LEGISIATION COMM.IT:r.EE HEARS STUDENT SM)KING BILL 

The Senate General Legislation and Veterans Affairs Conmittee, chaired by Sen. 
Howard Olson (DFL-St. Janes), met Tues. March 9 to consider a bill that ¥X>uld allow 
schools to have designated srroking areas. The neasure (S.F. 354) authored by Sen. Gene 
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapio.s) v.0uld allow school boards to designate a srroking area for 
students over 18 or having written parental pennission. After extensive debate the 
measure was referred to a subconmittee for further consideration. 

The corrrnittee approved a bill (S.F. 319) authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL
Bertha) that v.0uld strike the current statute prohibiting liquor being served at 
public dances. • 

At a meeting Weds. March 9 the conmi ttee passed three bills. The first measure 
(S.F. 312), sponsored by Sen. D:>Uglas Sillers (IR, Mx>rhead), would allow the Historical 
Society to establish an interpretative center in Moorhead. The second bill (S.F. 383), 
sp:msored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), vJOuld lift the five year 
residency requirerrent for the ccmnissioner and certain officers of the Department of 
Veteran Affairs. The final measure (S.F. 257) , authored by Sen. Edward Schrom 
(DFL-AJbany), v;ould allow snowrrobiles to use county state aid highways at designated 
areas to get around natural obstacles. ' 

EDUCATION COMMI'ITEE HEARS BELL PRESENTATION 

The Senate Education Committee met Tues. March 8 to hear a presentation on special 
education by representatives of BELL (Better Education Legislative Liason). Speakers 
outlined the problems and the goals and objectives of special education services in 
both the regular and special education classroom situation. 

Chainnan Jerone Hughes (DFL-Ma.plewood) then directed the corro:nittee's attention 
to a subcommittee re:port dealing with a measure (S.F. 185) exempting Montessori 
Schools from day care regulations. The bill, Sf()nsorei by Sen. John Chenoweth (DFL
St. Paul), would shift the regulatory authority for Montessori Schools from the 
Departrrent of Welfare to the Department of Education. The bill was approved and 
re-referred to the-Senate Finance Committee. 

TAX COMMIT.r.EE CONrINUES TAX INCREMENT FINANCING HFARINGS 

Chairman William.M:Cutcheon(DFL-St. Paul)gathered rrernbers of the Corrmittee on Taxes 
and Tax Laws together We:i. March 9 to continue discussion on tax increment financing. 

Testinony was taken from representatives of municipa.lities, such as St. PaUl and 
Duluth, currently involved with tax increrrent financing as a rreans of financing urban 
redeveloprent. The carrrnittee also discussed alternative rrethcd.s of redevelop:rent 
financing in conjunction with a presentation given by the League of Minnesota Cities 
and National Association of Housing and Re::levelopm:mt Organizations (NAHRO). 
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ELECTIONS COMMITrEE PASSES UNIFORM MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY BILL 

The Senate Elections Ccmnittee culminated a series of hearings by approving Sen. 
David Schaaf's (DFL-Fridley) Unifo:rm Local Governnent Election Day bill on a 7 - 4 
roll call vote at the Tues. March 8 meeting. • 

The bill (S.F. 350) calls for all local governnent.elections, except those of 
township officers, to be held on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in November• 
of each odd nurrbered year. 

At a neeting Thurs. March io the ccmnittee, headed by Chairman Edward Gearty 
(DFL-Mpls. ) heard and approved three bilJ_s. 

A measure (S .F. 157) introduced by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids) , calls 
for the state to reimburse each county and.other local governnent units for the cost 
incurred £or a special election to fill a vacancy in the·legislature or Congress. 

Sen. Otto Bang (IR-Edina) sponsored a bill (S. F. 335) that would allav an 
individual to serve as an election judge in a precinct other than his ow.n. 

The final bill (S.F. 456) heard by the canmittee would allow nn.micipalities the 
option to open p:,lling places at 6: 00 a .m. on election day. The bill's author is 
Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) . 

HFALTH.,WELFARE & CORRECTIONS APPIDVE EVENING CHILD CARE CENTERS 

The Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections Corrmittee, lead by Chairman George 
Perpich (DFL-Chisholm) met Tues. March 9 and approved ~ measures. 

The first bill (S.F. 196), authored by Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) provides funds 
to establish evening child care centers at the University of Minnesota, two comnunity 
colleges and two state universities. The centers would provide inexpensive child care 
facilities for pa.rents attending night classes and would be self supporting after the 
initial set up costs had been taken care of. The bill passed and was re-referred to 
the Finance Comnittee. 

The second bill (S.F. 146) , authored by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha) , clarifies 
the definition of "ambulance" in Minnesota law. The measure was approved by the 
corrmittee. 

The corrmittee met Thurs. March 10 and approved a bill (S.F. 80) that would allow 
the Depart:rrent of Health to reimburse persons for costs incurred taking an approved 
ambulance training course. The bill's sponsor is Sen. Mike Menning (DFL-Edgerton) . 

LOCAL GOVERNMENI' COMMI'ITEE HEARS PROPOSALS 

The Senate Local Government Conmittee chaired by Sen. Myrton Wegener (DFL-Bertha) , 
met Weds. March 9 to consider tvX:> prop:,sed bills. 

Sen. Steve Keefe (DFL-Mpls.) introduced a bill (S.F. 78) that clarifies the 
resp:,nsibilities of the parties to involve in repurchase agreerrents of debt service 
fund invest::m:nts. The measure was approved by the committee. 

A second measure (S.F. 442) dealing with the enforcement of regulations concerning 
the instnJm:nts that convey real estate. The author, Sen. A. O. H. Setzepfandt (DFL
Bird Island), requested that the bill be laid over for technical revision. 

OOV OP SUBCOMr,'.ll1rrEE HEARS METRO COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS 

The Governnental Operations Subconmittee on Metro Affairs, headed by Sen. Franklin 
Knoll (DFI.r:-Mpls. ) met Fri, March 4 to continue background presentations on the 
Metropolitan Council. 
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