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SenaTE-House Tax BirLts READIED FOR COMPROMISE

After nearly 5 hours of debate, the Senate passed
an omnibus tax bill by a 40-23 vote. The Senate bill
differs considerably frcocm the House proposal. Both
measures now go to a senate-house conference committee
where a compromise bill is expected late next week. (p.2)
ScHoolL-A1D MEAsurRE OkAYED BY 53-14 VoTE
By a better tharn 3 to 1 margain, the Senate approved
.59 billion schoeol-aid package Monday. A joint
committee 1Is now meeting to work
House and Senate measurss (p.2)
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The full Senate approved a $538.6 million appropri
Thursday to finance the U ¢f ¥, state and community co
and the Department of Education. The House has also p
legisletion calling fer $537.7 million for the next
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STATE DEPARTMENTS BUDGET APPROVED AFTER HEATED DEBATE

A $350.3 million appropriation for some 60 state
departments was apprecved late Thursday by ¢the Senate. An
attempt to kill a measure which eliminates three airplanes
of the State Patrol failed by a 32-33 vote. 5

Union Dues Brer Sent 10 HoUusE

SENATE APPROVES

“EES ON TACONITE TAILINGS

(p.3)
SENATE FLOOR AcTION
MONDAY
STATE INsTiTUuTIONS BILL ADVANCES

SENATE FL 0o

A bill which would c.

St. Peter Security Hospita
at Stillwater State Priso
cost of the bill is :estim

R AcTioN-YEDNESDAY

lcze Hastings State Hospital
al, and reduce the
n was approved by a 55-10 vote.
ated at $585 million. . (p. 4)

and

inmate population

SENATE ComMM
(p*.158)
HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE

[P

o |

1T7TEE UpDATE
ek oF May 4 - 9

! S—

wsomm i

SENATE rL@o

(p.6.)

g ﬂCTION”rRIEAY

 remimage e BT T ——————

S N A A A e L AT A SN A i




PAGE 2
SENATE-House Tax BirLLs REApieED For COMPROMISE

After nearly 5 hours of debate, the Senate gave final approval
to a complicated omnibus tax bill designed to ease tax burdens for
most Minnesotans. The vote was 40-23.

The Senate bill, which differs considerably from the House
version, is now scheduled for debate by a Senate-House conference
committee. A compromise measure is expected late next week.

Central to the senate bill is a provision for state takeover
of 90 percent of welfare aid costs. Such costs are now financed by
local property taxes. The measure 1s expected to ease property taxes
for residents of Ramsey , Hennepin and St. Louls counties.

Other provisions of the bill include:

AN INCREASE in the homestead exemption from $12,000 to
$14,000~-a savings of $36.6 million a year to homeowners;

AN INCREASE in the maximum credit allowed renters from
$120 to $150;

EXEMPTION of federal income~tax rebates from state income
taxes;

AN INCREASE in the state income exemption for the "working
poor" from approximately $1200 to $1400 a vear;

REPEAL of the state payroll tax on state employers;

REPEAL of state law which limits assessment increases on
residential property to 5 percent a year.

The bill also calls for an additional $31 million in aid
to municipalities and no additional aid to counties.

In contrast to the Senate bill, the House proposal calls
for a "circuit breaker" tax relief plan which Governor Anderson
introduced earlier this Session. The House bill also provides for an
increase in tax on taconite production. No provision is made for
state takeover of welfare cost aids. Both bills allow for an increase
in the homestead exemption.

ScHooL-A1D Measure Okavyep By 53-104 VoTE

By a better than 3 to 1 margain, the Senate approved a
$1.59 billion school-aid package Monday. The four-hour debate centered
on the issue of benefits allowed city schools as opposed to suburban
and outstate school districts.

The bill realizes an increase of $308 million over the
next twoc years and provides some $12 million in additional aid for
districts which house a high percentage of families currently receiving
AFDC benefits. An amendment to eliminate extra funds for such
districts (most located in St. Paul, Minneapolis and Duluth) failed
on a 20-44 roll-call vote.

Under the Senate bill, per pupil aid is raised from $825 to
$890 for the 1975-76 school year, and increases to $950 for the follow-
ing year. The proposal also calls for a maximum local tax levy for
schools of 30 mills the first year and 28 for the second. The drop
in the mill rate levy is expected to decrease school property taxes
in 1977.

The House-approved measure proposes an increase in the
aid-per-pupil unit to $910 in the first year and $970 for the second.

A joint Senate-House conference committee is now meeting
to work out differences between the two bills.

(MORE)



PAGE 3 $538.6 MiLL1oN HiGHER FpuCATION MEASURE

PASSES SENATE

The full Senate approved a $538.6 million appropriation
Thursday to finance the University of Minnesota, state and community
colleges and the Department of Education.

Under the bill, tuition hikes would average 11 percent
this year and 9 percent in 1976. Faculty at community colleges would
realize a 5.5 percent salary increase for both years of the biennium.
State college faculty would receive 12 percent the first year and
6 .percent in 1976, while U of M faculty realize an 11 percent salary
hike in 1975 and a 6 percent raise in 197¢.

Operating budgets include an appropriation of $304 million
for the University of Minnesota; .$48 million for community colleges;
and $110.5 million for state colleges.

The total appropriation is $117 million over and above
the current budget allocation.

The House has already passed a higher education measure
calling for $537.7 million for the next biennium.

StaTE DEPARTMENTS RBupceT YWins SENATE Okay

A $350.3 million appropriation for some 60 state departments
was approved late Thursday by the full Senate.

The bill authorizes $2.9 million in funds for the State
Zoological Board to begin its operation. Also okayed was a directive
to the Natural Resources Department to impose a $2 surcharge on
licenses for trout fishermen.

Under the measure three highway patrol airplanes would be
eliminated, and thirty-nine patrolmen replaced with Civil Service
employees.

The Senate bill calls for $2.6 million in funding over
the House request. The $350 million appropriation represents an
increase of $57 million over the current biennial appropriation.

UntoN Dues RiLL SenT 10 YoUSE
SENATE APPROVES FEES ON TACONITE TAILINGS

SENATE FLOOR AcTion-

. MoNDAY
A measure which prohibits the use of union dues in

state political campaigns passed to the House Monday on a 47-
18 roll- call vote.

The bill, sponsored by George Perpich (Chisholm),
was opposed by Labor groups and supported by the state ethics
commission. '

In other action, the Senate voted 39-28 to impose
a fee on Reserve Mining Company on taconite tailings dumped
in Lake Superior. Bill author is Eugene Stokowski (Mpls.).
The fee, which begins at 50¢, increases to $3 a ton by July,
1978.

The Senate confirmed the following Governor's
appointments:

--Daniel Burton to the State Board of Education

~-Robert Bonine to the Minnesota Higher Education
Facilities Authority

~-Jerome Dally, Russel Parta, Dr. Van Mueller,
Duane W. Kronke, Mrs. Larry Lambert, Erling O.
Johnson, Mrs. Duane Ditlevson, Robert Whaley,
Tom Lykins, Char Mitau, and Mary Drenckhan to
the Advisory Commission on Fluctuating Enroll-
ments T

(MORE)
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MonpAY FrLoor AcTioN (coONT)

The following Senate bills were approved and sent to
the House: _

--legislation authorizing the financing of solid
waste disposal and rgcyﬁllna facilities through
the municipal industrial development act (59-2)

~—-a bill which clarifies the authority of the Com-
missioner of Natural Resources in several areas
including: managment of certain bodies of water
for wildlife use; reporting of game taken;
providing certain limitations on the taking of
fox; and altering certain seasons for taking of
deer (47-20)

--a measure which increases the inheritance tax
exemption for husbands and wives to $60,000 and
increases the exemption for dependent and adult
children (56-11)

--a bill which prohibits the sale of intoxicating
liguor at certain places (52-14)

--legislation which excludes persons employed by
a municipality for a schocl vear from unemployment
compensation benefits (66-1)

~=a bill which provides *the salary setting author-
ity and classification for certain positions in
the office of Attorney General (52~14)

-=-a bill authroizing the training, development and
compensation of state personnel designated as
managerial (46-20)

--legislation which authorizes county boards and
district courts to order the filing of amended
viewers' reports to correct certain deficiencies
(67-0)

--a bill which creates an upper northeaat recreation=-
al authority (55-9)

Two local government bills also passed to the House.

STATE INSTITUTIONS RILL ADVANCES
SENATE FLOOR AcTion-WEDNESDAY

The Senate debated a $585 million Health-Welfare and
- Corrections Bill Wednesday before sending it to a Senate-
House conference committee by a 55-10 vote. '

Under the bill, Hastings State Hospital would be closed
by July 1, 1976, and Stillwater State Prison reduced from
the current inmate population of 700 to around 250 maximum
security prisoners. Minimum and medium security prisoners
would be transferred to St. Cloud, Lino Lakes, or the
Metropolitan Training Center at Shokopee.

Also scheduled for closing is St. Peter Security Hos-
pital. Correctional inmates and welfare hospital patients
would be sent to metropolitan facilities or Rochester.

The proposal calls for substantial increases for
state welfare programs, the poor, blind and disabled.

In other business, the following Governor's appoint-
ments were approved:
”“uuVld Lebedoff, Mrs. Barbara Clark, Donald Hamer-
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WepNESDAY FrLoor Action (ConT)

Noblitt and Vladimir Shipka to the Mlnnesota quher
Education Coordinating Commission

The Senate also approved and sent to the Governor the
following House bhills:
—--a bill which allows teachers additional time to
consider teaching contracts (63-0)

--legislation authorizing joint boards to hold title
to property of school districts which use data
processing services (63-0)

--a bill which eliminates the duty of the Commission
on Public Welfare to appoint directors of community
health services (61-0)

--a measure which clarifies retirement allowances,
service annuities, etc. for Minneapolis city officials
(63-0)

-—-a bill which provides that the Commissicner of
Highways publish highway maps periodically (60-6)

--legislation providing for the transfer of filing
fees when venue is changed in civil actions (64-0)

--a bill allowing fraternal beneficiary associations
to use life insurance mortality tables and interest
rates (65-0)

SenaTE CoMMITTEE UPDATE

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS committee members approved a number
of bills this week including legislation that would make certain depart-

ment heads coterminous with the governor. Such boards could serve at
the pleasure of the Governor. Exceptions include the Commissioners of
Education and personnel.

Members also approved a bill to create a state office of
human services for a two-year period. The office would work with
human services agencies to develop uniform policies and procedures and
present a long-~range reorganization proposal to the 1977 Legislature.

The committee approved a bill which provides various
alternatives to state employees laid off due to the closing of state
institutions, and a number of pension retirement bills. Most pension
bills were also approved by the Senate Thursday. '

A gay-rights bill that would make it illegal to discriminate
on the basis of affectional preference passed the JuypiciArY COMMITTEE
Tuesday. The measure would prohibit discrimination against homosexuals
in employment, housing, public accomodations, education, credit
availability and public services. Committee members also okayed a
bill strengthening restrictions on lie detector tests. The bill, already
passed by the House, wculd prohibit employers from requesting lie detector
or other "honesty" tests of employees or prospective employees.

_ The METROPOLITAN AND URBAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE okayed a bill
to increase the size of the St. Paul Housing and Redevelopment Authority

Board from seven to nine members. The measure also requires that
at least one member be a resident of a nelghborhood program and one a
resident of a public housing area.

A House-passed bill calling for an "elective" Metropolitan
Council was not heard by the committee.

Two labor-supported bills to increase workmen's compensation
and to raise the state minimum wage suffered setbacks in the | ABOR AND
CoMMERCE COMMITTEE, Both bills were laid over by the committee, but
later amended on a Senate bill scheduled for hearing in the House.

(MORE)
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CommitrTeE UppATE (CONT)

2 measure which bans the usze oI chart-type depth sounders
for fishing passed the NaTuraL Prsnurces CoMMITTEE Monday. The House
has already approved a permanent ban on the depth sounders which can
print out visual records of lake bottoms and schools of fish.

NOTE: From now until May 15, the Senate will
© meet in Session each day, except Sunday.
The Senate will convena between the
hours of 9:00 - 10:00 A.M. each day.

For exact scheduling information, please
call the Information Office at 296-4916.

SENATE FLoor AcTion-FRIDAY

At time of publication, the Senate was expected to meet
in Session until 5:00 or 6:00 P.M. Action reported below
includes bills passed from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon.

The Senate approved the Gowvernor's appointment of
Gerald Vizenor to the Minnesota Higher Education Coordinating
Commission.

The following House bills were approved and sent to
the CGovernor:

~—-legislation which authorizes the release of certain
lands and the conveyance of certain lands in Aitkin
county (55-0)

--a bill which directs the State Board of Health to
set standards (water supply, tcilet facilities, etc.)
for mass gatherings (37-16)

-=-a measure authorizing per diem compensation for
regional development commissioners (56-~0)

~-a bill authorizing the deposit of certain securities
with the federal reserve bank under certain conditions
(55-0)

-=legislation which authorizes governmental units to
furnish services, property and money in connection
with bicentennial projects (42-15)

-=-a bill which provides for issuance of limited general
obligation bonds for the Minneapolis housing finance
program (45-3)

~~a bill which would allow employment for senior citizens
in the city of Duluth (maintenance of city parks, public
works, etc.)

-~legislation which allows teachers complete access to
files and teacher evaluations (51-0) '

The following Senate bills were zpproved and sent to the
House:
~—~a bill which would reguire a forfeiture of interest on
usurious contracts, providing for recovery of an amount
equal to twice the amount of interest paid on an usurious
contract (35-14)

--legislation which permits Iiincoln county to initiate
weather modification activities (38-16)
—-~a measure which reates a private riaght of action (direct

£
court action) to enforee numan rights act  (44-15)
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DrRuGc SuBsTITUTION RiLL SENT To GOVERNOR

Bu a 66-0 vote, the Senate gave final approval to
a compromise generic drug substitution bill. The measure,
already passed by the House, permits pharmacists to
substitute less-expensive medication for brand-name drugs.

ScHooL-A1D BiLL ReEaDIED FOR FLOOR AcTion

Finance committee members approved a {!.59 billion
school-aid bill~-a $400 million increase o- the current
two-year budget. An attempt to remove $1:Z 3illien 1n
‘aid to cities with a high concentration o¢f children whose

parents receive AFDC benefits failed. (D 2)

SaLEs Tax Exemprion OkaveED FOR Roap MATERTALS
A bill which exempts road-building materials from
the state sales tax passed out of the Taxes and Tax Laws
committee this week. Also approved for Senate consider-
ation is a bill that would deny landlords tax deductions
on state income tax returns 1f substandard buildings are
not repaired. (p. 2)

MARATHON REGULATIONS SET
Judiciary committee members okayed @ bill that
mandates five-hour rest periods after endurance contests

lasting 24 hours. (p. 2)

SENATE Froor AcTion - SATURDAY
APRIL 26 (p.3)

SMokinGg REsTRICTIONS IN PuBLIC PLACES APPROVED

A bill which would designate 'no smoking' areas
in most public places, and legislation to ban pay toilets
unless half of the facilities at a location are free
passed out of Health, Welfare and Corrections. (p. 3)

FpucaTioN CoMMITTEE APPROVES GOVERNOR'S APPTS.
{p. 3)

SENATE FLoor AcTion - MonDAY
(p.4)

TRANSPORTATION CommITTEE OkaYs House BiLLs

(p.4)
ZND HEARING FOR TrRANSP, DEPT. BILL SCHEDULED
‘ (p.4)
~— _ S
| SENATE Froor Action - THURSDAY§

S T TR



PAGE 2 . .
DruG SursTITUTION BitlL SENT TO GOVERMOR

By a 66 to 0 vote, the full Senate gave final approval to
a compromise generic drug substitution bill Thursday. The measure,
already passed by the House, allows pharmacists to substitute less-
expensive medication for brand-name drugs. Under the bill, doctors
could prescribe brand-name drugs, but patients would have final say
regarding substitutions.

The bill now goes to the Governor for his signature.

ScHooL-A1D BILL READIED FOR FLOOR ACTION

Finance committee members met Monday and approved a $1.59
billion school-aid bill. The measure reallzes a $400 million increase
over the current two-year budget.

An attempt to remove $12 millicn in additional aid to cities
with a high concentration of children whose parents receive Aid to
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) failed. The cut in funds
would have affected the cities of St. Paul, Minneapolis and Duluth.

The committee also rejected propogals for creating a
permanent legislative school finance commission and a program to ald
gifted students. A $2.7 million cut in funds for screening and
testing children prior to their entry in school was approved.

‘Essentially, the bill raises per pupil aid to $890 for
the first year of the biennium and allows a decrease in the property
tax levy from 30 to 28 mills for the second year.

The House bill, approved late Wednesday evening, raises :
per pupil aid to $910 in 1976 and $970 in 1977. T

Following full Senate action on the Senate bill, a conference
committee consisting of members from both Houses will meet to iron-
out differences.

SaLEs Tax EXeMPTION OKAYED FOR ROAD MATERIALS

Although no definitive tax relief bill has yet been
approved by the Taxes and Tax Laws committee, two measures passed to
the floor this week.

One provides for an exemption of all road-building materials
used on construction of any public road from the state sales tax.
Estimated cost of the bill is $2 million for the biennium.

Also approved was a bill that denies a landlord business
deductiong on state income tax returns if he does not properly repair
property which endangers the health and safety of occupants.

Under the bill, persons who fail to repair substandard
structures after being warned could not claim deductions for interest,
depreciation, taxes, and trade or business expenses. Landlords would
have six months to make repairs and/or file a repeal. Also, if the
owner did not comply within a given amount of time, he would be deprived
tax deductions on a proportinal basis.

MARATHON REGULATIONS SET

Judiciary committee members okayed a bill Tuesday that would
mandate five-hour rest periods after endurance contests lasting 24
‘hours.

The committee also approved and sent to the floor a bill
which allows for an interpreter for handicapped persons in legal
hearings.

(MORR)
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SENATE FLoor AcTion - SATURDAY, fApriL ?2E

After lengthy debate, the Senate by a 51 to 10 vote,
approved a bill which allows school expense tax deductions
to families with children attending non-public schools.

On a 49-12 roll-call vote, the Senate agreed to a
proposal which renames cstate colleges 'state universities'

Senators also okayed six bills increasing the number
of on-sale iiquor licenses and requiring filing of whole~-
sale liguor prices. Sunday on-sale hours were extended
by a 34-26 vote.

The following natural resources proposals were
approved and sent to the House:

--a bill requiring a state certificate before any
energy facilities may be constructed

~--a measure authorizing certain conservation
restrictions

--legislation allowing the commissioner of natural
resources to regulate water permits

-=a bill which revises priorities for approprlatlon
and use of water.

In other business, the Senate passed a bill providing o
for toilet facilities on railroad wvehicles (37-20).

Several local government bills also passed to the
House

SMOKING RESTRICTIONS IN PUBLIC PLACES
OuAYED

A bill which would designate 'no smoking' areas in most
public places passed out of the Health, Welfare and Corrections
committee Monday. The bill would make it a petty dismeanor to
smoke in hospitals, restaurants, stores, schools and other public places
except in designated smoking areas.

Committee members also okayed a bill which bans pay toilets
unless at least half the failities at a location are free.

Both bills have already been approved by the House.

In other business, the committee approved a bill that
would prohibit the commissioner of the Department of Public Welfare
from appointing directors of Community Health Centers. The committee
also acted favorably on a child abuse bill.

FoucaTion CommMITTEE APPROVES GOVERNOR'S
APPOINTMENTS

Education committee members approved the following
Governor's appointments: ,
~-Robert W. Bonine tc¢ the Higher Bducation Facilities Authority

11
--Daniel F. Burton to the State Board of Educaticn
~-Jerome L. Daily, Patricia Ditlevson, Mary Drenckhahn,
Erliing O.Johnson, Duane Krohnke, Beverly Lambert, Thomas
Lykins, Charlotte Mitauw, Van D. Mueller, Russell Parta,
and Robert Whaley to the Advisorv Commission on Fluctuating
Enrollments T

The following House bills were approved and sent to the
floor: & bill which authorizes gcvmrnLrg associations of vocational-
technical institutes and community to fund
anv need for legal counsgeling z that
lovers ages of retired emplc
purchase cal I
Gistrict may use fun

te

nsurance.
Lo pav
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EpucaTion Comm (ConT)

medical insurance coverage for officers and employees who retire prior
to age €5 and who are between the ages of 55 and 65.

In other business, the comnittee passed a bill which gives
teachers 10 days after they receive a contract to consider its tenets
before returning it. The measure does not pertain to a final
resignation date but rather to conditions for hiring teachers for
teaching assignments.

At a meeting Wednesday, the committee approved the
appointments of Barbara Clark, Donald Hamerlinck, Judy Hamilton,
Jack Lynch, Harding C. Noblitt, Vladimar Shipka and David Lebedoff to
the Minnesota Higher Education Coordinating Commission.

SENATE FLoor Action - MoNnDpaY

In Session Monday, the Senate approved the following
"pbills.

-=a bill which spepl Fies and prescribes penalties for
persons who are in possession . of shoplﬁgulna devices
or gear (61-0)

--legislation which authorizes county boards to direct

~county and municipal courts to hold conciliation
court sessions during the evening and on Saturday
at specified locations (61-0)

--a measure which authcrizes the plunzlrg,

maintenance of trees in St. Paul (50~13)

-—a bill allowing the city of St. Paul to directly
negotiate contracts for solid waste collection and
disposal (50-12)

~-legislation authorizing the Commissioner of pNatural
Regources to establish limitations on fishinag contests
and tc issue special permits for fishing contests
{58~-5)

-—-a measure to issue general obligation bonds to the city
of Brainerd for razing of hazardous kuildings (62-0)

care and

The Senate also pas
bil

ed and sent to the House a number
of local government S o

.
S
4
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TransPORTATION CommitTEE Okavs House BiLLs

Four House proposalq were approved at a meeting of the
Transportation and Ceneral Legislation coomuities this week. They
include a measure to allow persons time off from jobs to attend meetings
where they must act in a public official capacity; a bill which
reduces speed limits during schocl hcours;:; a bill authorizing the
periodic publication of highway maps ; and legisiation that transfers
the number plates of vehicles used in driver educa tlon courses

The bills are now pending final action by the full Senate.

BiLL YouLp CREATE DEPARTWENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Although tabled earlier this Sessicn, ancther attempt to

pass legislation c¢reating a state Department of Transportation is

scheduled for May 5 by the Governm Operations Committee.

in bhusiness this week, the committee voted to establish an
advisory committee to make recommendations for the operation of Voyageurs
National Park. Also approved were hills which reorganize the cffice
of legislative auditor; a measure miiring that “ho registration
fee for the practice of he Tinf e by rule; iclaticn which
r@pregentati* i ] g uom1hL tlBiOIS
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TRANSPORTATION (CONT)

The committee also approved a measure Wednesday which
revises state personnel laws, and a bill which allows small businesses
owned and operated by socially and economically disadvantaged persons
to have special bidding rights.

HomE BuiLpeERS GUARANTEE OKAYED

Labor and Commerce committee members approved a bill
Tuesday that would require home builders to guarantee, by warranty,
their work up to 10 years.

The bill, already passed by the House, allows for a one-
year warranty on faulty workmanship, a two-year warranty on plumbing,
heating and electrical work, and a ten-year warranty against major
construction defects.

Another measure which sets and regulates fees for persons
engaged in the service of selling tickets also passed to the floor.

BiLL Yourp Ban Unrion Dues rFrom PoriTicar CAMPAIGNS
SENATE FLoor AcTion-THURSDAY

By a 47-16 vote, the Senate gave preliminary approval
to a bill that bans the use of union dues in political
campaigns. The vote represents a defeat for the Minnesota
AFL~-CIO which has fought the bill since its introduction
earlier this Session. The state ethics commission has
supported the bill to bring state law in line with federal
law.

Senators also gave preliminary approval to legislation
that raises the inheritance exemption for huskands and
wives from $30,000 to $60,000. Minor children could
receive up to $30,000 and adult children up to $12,00 before
being taxed.

In other business, the Senate approved the following
bills:

~-a measure which rearranges laws regulating campaign
practices and penalties (65-1)

~-—a bill which requires insurers of employee group
insurance policies or group non-profit health service
plan contracts covering hospital and medical expense
to coordinate benefits when two family members are
covered under scparate policies (66-0)

--legislation which permits gifts of agricultural lands
to nonprofit educational, religious or charitable
corporations (66-0)

The following House bills were approved and sent to
the Governor for his signature:

~-a bill which provides that workmen's compensation is
not considered salary (66-0)

" =-=—-a measure that prohibits removing, altering or oblit-
erating identifying marks on property (66-0)
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News IN BrRIEF
For FURTHER INFORMATION SEE INSIDE STORIES

SENATE QuickeNS PAcCE

With only three weeks remaining in the '75
Legislative Session, Senators met Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday this week to consider a flood of bills
approved by Senate committees and sent to the floor.
A Session is also scheduled for Saturday, April 27.

Tax PrLans A1rep AT JoinT CAucus

Several different tax-package plans drew
attention of both DFL and Republican caucus members
this week. Although no consensus was reached,
support emerged for a $227 million tax proposal.
For details of the 4-point plan see page 2.

MeTRoPOLITAN RecycLING BirLL OKAYED BY SENATE
By a 38-26 vote, the Senate approved

and sent to the House a bill which creates a waste
collection, disposal and recycling program for the
metro area. The legislation is designed to save
millions of dollars each year in fuel costs while
recycling resources which currently are lost 1in
waste. See page 2.

MaJor HEALTH, WELFARE,CORRECTIONS BILL
ADVANCED TO FINANCE COMMITTEE

A $£586 million omnibus health, welfare
and corrections bill passed out of a finance sub-
committee this week. Under the bill Hastings State
Hospital would be closed by July 1, 1976, and
Stillwater State Prison phased down from its present
inmate population of 700 to around 250. See page 3.

LI,

SENATE ApPRoOVES FTHICcS COMMISSION
APPOINTMENTS
SENATE FLooOR AcTion - MoNDAY (p.3)

MeTROPOLITAN CounNciL QuTLINES PUDGET REQUESTS

Metropolitan and Urban Affairs committee
members met thiﬁ week to review the '75 Metro Council
budget and budget requests for the next two years. (p3)

SENATE FLoorR AcTioN-WEDNESDAY (p.4)
SENaTE FLOOR AcTIoN-THURSDAY (p.5)
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SENATE AuIcKeNs PAcE

With only three weeks remaining in the '75 Legislative
Session, Senators met Monday, Wednesday and Thursday this week to
consider a flood of bills approved by Senate committees and sent to
the floor.

v In order to meet the April 19 cut-off date for hearings on
Senate-authored legislation, committees met around-the-clock last week.
Only the Taxes and Tax Laws committee and Finance committee can act
on Senate bills. Other Senate committees will step-up action begln—
ning next week to hear House- sponsovred bills.

The legislature is expected to conclude its business on
May 19. .

Tax PrLans A1rep AT JoinT Caucaus MEETING

Several different tax-package plans drew attention of
both DFL and Republican caucaus members Wednesday. The joint meeting
was held to discuss alternative tax proposals currently under study -
by the Taxes and Tax Laws committee.

While no consensus was reached at the meeting, support
emerged for a $227 million tax propocsal.

Essentially, the plan, as ocutlined, includes a state takeover
of 90 percent of county welfare cash payments. The cost to the state
would be close to $139 million and would work to increase tax relief
for both businesses and home-owners. Currently, the state pays only
half of the non-federal share of county welfare program costg, while
county units must assume additional costs.

Also included in the tax-package is an exemption of federal
income tax rebates from state income taxes.

Under the bill, the payroll tax on businesses would be
repealed and the "working poor" tax relief program, approved last
year, expanded. The plan raises the ceiling for exemption of state
income taxes for low-income persons at an estimated cost of $15 million
for the next biennium.

In action Monday, the committee approved a bill which
exempts bingo receipts of veterans' organizations from the state
sales tax. '

Officials at the State Department of Revenue estimate that
some $150,000 will be lost in sales tax monies. The purpose of the
bill is to allow more bingo proceeds to be used for activities
financed by veteran's groups.

Committee members also ckayed a .bill that sets up special
‘boards to review property tax assessments. The legislation is designed
to free local officials from "center spotlight" in making decisions.

METROPOLITAN RECYCLING BiLL OKAYED BY SENATE

By a 38 to 26 vote, the Senate approved and sent to the
House a bill that creates a waste collection, disposal and recycling
program for the metro area. The program would be responsible to
the Metropolitan Council.

Under the bill, the council could levy up to one-twentieth
of a mill in property taxes in the seven-county metropolitan area to
plan the program. The bill also calls for the council to sell
general obligation bonds to finance building of facilities on purchased
sites.

The legislation is designed to save millions of dollars
each year in fuel costs while recycling resources whlch currently are -

1OSL in waste.
(MORE)
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' $586 MiLLioN HEALTH, CorRECTIONS RILL

WiNs SuBcoMMITTEE APPROVAL

A Senate finance subcommittee voted Thursday to appropriate a
$586 million omnibus health, welfare and corrections bill.

Hastings State Hospital would be closed by July 1, 1976, and
Stillwater State Prison gradually phased down from its present
inmate population of 700 to around 250.

The bill calls for a thirty-five percent increase in state
spending, a hike of $152 million allocated for this biennium. The
Department of Welfare would also realize a sizable increase of $115
million over and above its current operating budget of $380 million.

In addition to the closing of Hastings State Hospital and
partial closing of Stillwater, the omnibus bill provides $1.6 million
to make the Metropolitan Training Center at Lino Lakes a minimum
and medium security facility; and a $200,000 approprlatlon for
St. Cloud Reformatory to aid in remodeling.

Although no immediate plans to close St. Peter Security
Hospital are yet set, a special corrections committee would be asked
to report to the 1976 Legislature on possible sites for relocating
patients in or near the metropolitan area. -

SENATE ApPrROVES ETHICS COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

SENATE FLoor AcTion-MonDAY

In Session Monday, the full Senate voted to confirm the
appointments of all six Gubernatorlal nominations to the
State Ethics Commission.

They include Mrs. Elizabeth Ebbott, Mrs. Rosemary Davis,
Stanley W. Yolmquist, Judge Spencer Sokolowski, David
Durenberger and Irene Scott.

The following Senate bills were approved and sent to the

House:
--legislation which authorizes the levy and expenditure
of funds for certain purposes to Chisago county

--a bill which defines jurisdictional amounts in
conciliation court actions

--a measure wWhich extends the time counties have to
publish and file financial statements

The following House bills were approved and sent to the
Governor:

-—-a bill appropriating money to the Department of Admin-
istration for the restoration and rehabilitation of
the Capitol building

--a measure which regulates state government publications,
duplicating services, guidebooks, state vehicles and
disposition of surplus state lands

MeTro CounciL BupceT REouUEsTS STUDIED

Metropolitan and Urban Affairs members met this week to’
review the '75 Metro Council budget and budget requests for the next
two fiscal years.

John Boland, Council chairman, outlined in detail expend-
itures of the Council's various departments and rationale behind
funding of its many programs.

_ Following Boland's testimony, several senators requested

(MORE) . ' e
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The following Senate bhills were approved and sent

to the House:

--a bill which permits the addition of premiums. to
open~end insurance premiumg (59-2)
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~-~a measure providing Vietnam veterans bonuses to the
next of kin of thogze veterans missing in action (67-C)
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state (66-0)

““1@gJ'jCLlOD aunthorizing et pervformance bhonds
covering all countV Gfficers and employees in lieu
of individually reguired bonds (65-0)
‘==a bill which exempts certain vehicles from the motor
" vehicle excise tax {66-0)

would make littering in

state parks a misdemesanor. The bill provides that offendsrs
could work off fines up to a day by working in a
"Litter Patrol' and doing xixanwup work in state parks. (63-1)
The Senate also approved a bill which restricts the taking
of turtles througho the =mtate. The prar’meﬂ+ of Natural
Resources weuld ests ceective regulations,  Under
the bill, commercial pers would have to purchase g
a $25 license. Lice n could take up td 10
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PAGE 5
SENATE _Froor AcTionN-THURSDAY

In Session Thursday the senate confirmed the appoint-
ment of Edward Driscoll as Commissioner of the Division of
Securltles, Department of Commerce.

After preliminary approval Wednesday, the Senate
rejected by a 31 to 34 vote a bill to return Memorial Day
to May 30.

Another measure to allow lending institutions to charge
interest rates on business and agricultural loans up to
five percent more than the federal discount rate at the time
the loan was made passed by a 46 tc 1€ roll-call vote

By a 64-0 vote, the Senate also approved a bill
which increases and extends payments on a per diem basis
to members of county public health nursing committees.

The Senate okayed a measure which provides authority
for the Commissioner of Corrections to establish minimum
standards for the management and physical condition of
state correctional facilities (56-9), and a bill which
‘excludes from the terms sale and purchase meals and drinks
delivered or served to senior citizens or the handicapped
by governmental or nonprofit organizations (€5-0).

Preliminary approval was given to a bill that
would rename Minnesota's seven state colTeges 'state
universities'
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SENATE CommiTTEES STEP Up Pace To MEeT DEADLINE

Both committees and subcommittees scheduled extra
meetings this week to meet the April 19 deadline for
hearings on Senate-authored legislation. (p.2)

HanDGUN BrrL StiLr Arive DESPITE SETBACK

Handgun control legislation which passed the Judic-
lary committee last week by a 2 to 1 margain and failed
this week by an 8-6 vote in Finance, 'is, at time of

_ publication, scheduled for another hearing to. remove
portions of the bill'which necessitate funding. If
amended, it would probably be referred to the Rules
committee before going to the floor for debate. (p.2)

REFERENDUM ON LEGALIZED GAMBLING OKAYED
A bill which would allow a state-wide constitutional
referendum on legalized gamL7 ng passed the Lakocr and

Sooo L il LG

Commerce committee. No further action is expected until
.the '76 Legislative Session. (p. 2) -

~ Magor ScHooL-A1ps BrLLs SENT TO FuLL SENATE
- A §1.6 billion appropriation for public school funding
and a@ $12 million appropriation for parochial and private
schools won approval at Education meetings this week. (p.3)

INHERITANCr Tax EAEMPTIONS AND PAROCHIAL ScHooL Tax
BREAKS (KAYED BY TAXES AND IAX LAWS (p.3)

" Two major tax bills,one raising the inheritance tax
exemnption and the other allowing for further  -tax breaks
for-families with children attending parochial schools
passed to the full Senate.

Privacy CommissioN Wourn DeTerMINE PuBLIc AND CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION (p.3)

STANDARDS SET ForR MANAGEMENT LEVEL EMPLOYEES

A number of bills passed the Governmental Operations
committee this week including legislation that establishes
standards for management level state employees. The bill
requires the Personnel Commission to establish plans for
training and development and mobility and compensation for
persons in management positions. {(ps 5)

CORPORATE FarM{ SENATE FLoor AcTION | MeTro IMPACT BILL

BirLr AbvANCES MoNDAY APPROVED
(p.4) {p.5) (P.4)

SENATE CoMMITTEE UPDATE
(pgs. 6-7)
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Pace 2
SENATE CommiTTeEES STEP UP PACE TO MEET DEADLINE

Under joint rules approved earlier this Session, Senate com-
mittees considered a virtual flood of bills this week in order to meet
the April 19 cut off date for hearings on Senate-authored legislation.

Committees, which normally meet at determined times throughout
the week, scheduled special sessions durlng days and evenings to allow
hearings on several pending bills.

The joint rules provide that only legislation heard in Taxes-
and Tax Laws and Finance committees may be extended beyond April 19.
Beginning next week, the Senate will consider bills already approved by
the House and the House will tackle legislation which has been okayed
by the Senate.

The 1975 Session is expected to conclude its business on
or around May 19.

HanoeuN Brer Stiee Avive DespiTe SETBACK

Handgun control legislation is not dead this Session--this
despite a "no" vote by the Finance Committee Wednesday.

At time of publication, the bill is expected to be re-
routed to the Rules committee where it would be amended to delete portions
of the bill which necessitate funding.

Last week the bill passed by a 2 to 1 margain by the
Judiciary committee and was sent to Finance where it lost on an 8 to 6
vote.

Bill author Nicholas Coleman (St. Paul) urged committee members
to move the bill to the floor, but several Senators guestioned the
costs of the bill estimated at $88,000 for the next two years.

Unless the bill is amended to remove provisions which require
funding, and thus action by the Finance committee, it most likely
will not reach the floor for debate.

REFERENDUM ON LEGALIZED GAMBLING OKAYED

_ A bill which would allow a state-wide constitutional referendum
on legalized gambling won approval at a meeting of the Labor and Commerce’
committee Wednesday. :

Under the bill, authored by Edward Gearty (Minneapolis), the
state legislature, by constitutional amendment, would establish various
forms of gambling in addition to a gambling commission to oversee and
regulate gambling practices.

In other business, the committee defeated a measure to permit
pari-mutuel horse racing at the state fairgrounds.

The committee also passed a bill authorizing the creation of
a legislative study commission to consider the state usury law which
boasts an 8 percent interest ceiling on home mortgages and other loans.

- The commission would report back to the 1976 legislature
with any proposed recommendations.

Also approved was a $5million loan fund to aid small business.
Sponsored by John Milton (White Bear Lake), the fund would be administered
by the state economic development commissioner and financed through
issuance of bonds at the rate of $ 5 million annually for the next four yea:

(NOTE: Further legislation passed out of Labor and Commerce
is reported on page 6).

(MORE)



PAaGE 3
MaJor ScHooL-A1ps BiLLs SEnT TOo FuLL SENATE

Education committee members tackled one of their biggest
headaches of the '75 Session this week——bllls which appropriate monies
for public and non-public schools.

Senators approved a $1.6 khillion appropriation which would
increase basic foundation aid from $825 per pupil to $890 for the first
year and up to $950 for the second.

The school—aid bill realizes an increase of about $300 million
in educational funding over the current biennium. :

An attempt by Rochester Senator Nancy Brataas to amend the
bill to add $110 million more in school foundation aid failed.

Committee members also passed a bill which would provide
$12 million yearly in aid to children attending private and parochial
schools.

The appropriation would cover costs for textbooks, films, _
counseling, speech and hearing therapy and other non-religious services.

(NOTE: Other legislation approved by the Education committee
this week can be found on page 6).

INHERITANCE AND PAROCHIAL ScHooL TAX RREAKS OKAYED

Two major tax bills, one raising the inheritance tax
exemptlon and the other allowing for further tax breaks for families
with c¢hildren attending parochial schools, passed the Taxes and Tax
Laws committee this week.

The inheritance tax exemption would raise the amount of money
that could be inherited by either a husband and wife to $60,000 before
being subjected to state income taxes. Currently, a wife may inherit
$30,000 and a husband $6,000 before being taxed by the state.

An exemption for dependent children was increased to $30,000
and for an adult child the exemption would be $12,000.

Brothers and sisters also are allowed up to $12,000 before
paying income tax.

The bill is authored by Clarence Purfeerst (Faribault). The
amendment to up the exemption for wives and husbands to $60,000 was made
by Mel Frederick (West Concord). »

Committee members also approved a bill authored by Joseph
O'Neill (St. Paul) which provides a tax break for families with children
in private or parochial schools.

The proposal would remove the present $200 limit on the amount
that can be deducted from taxable income and allows families to deduct
the actual amount spent on textbooks, transportation and tuition.

Estimated cost of the bill is $3.3 million.

Also approved was a bill which provides exemptions from the motor
vehicle excise tax, and ‘a bill exempting sales and use taxes on meals
and drinks delivered or served at home to senior citizens or handicapped
persons by nonprofit or government organizations.

Privacy ComMmIssION APPROVED

The Judiciary committee voted to create a legislative commission
on Privacy which would provide lawmakers recommendations on what types
of information concerning individuals should be made public and what should
remain confidential.

(NOTE: Other bills approved by Judiciary are listed on page 6).

(MORE)
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PAGE U4 MeTro IMpacT ProposaL GiveN FINAL ApPRovAL

At a meeting Tuesday, Metropolitan and Urban Affairs members
gave final okay to the Metropolitan Council's Rules and Regulations for
Metropolitan Significance Act.

Rules and regulations, created to fulfill a legislative mandate,
would determine what projects in the metro drea are of metropolitan
importance, and what the project's xmpact is on metro systems such as
transit, sewers, parks and open =gaces.

Under the proposal, the council could halt for one year any
public or private project it feels adversely affects the metroposcian
area.

The committee, in approving the bill, also reaffirmed the
Metropolitan Council's position as a primary agency responsible for
coordinating and promoting the orderly and economic development of the Twin
Cities seven-county metropolitan area.

CorPORATE FARM BiLL Abpvances 1o FLooOR

Natural Resources and Agriculture committee members approved
‘a major corporate farm bill which allows farming corporations until
May 1978 to purchase or lease additional farm land above original
holdings. Bill author is Wayne Olhoft (Herman).

Senators also okayed a bill to create the position of state
archeologist, and a bill which permits county boards to sell forfeit-
ed land to veterans for agricultural purposes.

In other business, a bill to discourage the Reserve Mining
Company from dumping taconite tailings into Lake Superior won unanimous
approval. Authored by Eugene Stokowski (Minneapolis), the legislation
. begins with a 50¢ fee per ton on tailings dumped into the Lake and
increases to $3 by July 1, 1978.

(NOTE: Additional legislation approved by the Natural Resources
and Agriculture committee is listed on page 6.)

CiTies Could Receive DirecT Rank LOANS

A bill which permits cities to receive direct loans from
banks, and legislation allowing blanket perfomance bonds for couﬂty employees
are now pending final Senate action.

The Local Government committee also approved a bill which expands
the metropolitan shade tree disease control program. Authored by Hubert
Humphrey TIII (New Hope), the bill establishes a state —aid program for
shade tree disease control.

The committee also acted favorably on a number of measures
relating to local units.

BreL YouLp Provipe ApbiTionAL Mon1ES FOR RoAD
CONSTRUCTION

Transportation and General Legislation committee members okayed
a bill this week which adds $56 million for road construction.

The extra monies would come from a fund composed of gasoline
taxes and motor vehicle license fees.

In other business, the committee approved a bill that allows
state residents to purchase personallzed license plates.

The fee would be $50 per plate.
Bill author Robert Ashbach (Arden Hills) said the service would

be on a first-come, first-serve basis.

(MORE)



PAGE 5 STaNDARDS SET For MANAGEMENT LEVEL EMPLOYEES

A number of bills passed the Governmental Operations committee
this week including legislation that establishes standards for management
level state employees. The bill requires the Personnel Commission to
establish plans for training and development, in addition to mobility and
compensation for persons in management positions.

Also approved was a bill pertaining to the state administrative
boards which standardizes procedures for compensations, removal, filling
of vacancies, advice and consent and length of terms for board members.

The state Bicentennial Commission, which operates under executive
order, was entered in the state statutes, and legislation passed which
increases benefits to dependents of peace officers killed in the line of
duty from $25,000 to $50,.000.

(NOTE: Other bills approved by the Governmental Operations
committee are recorded on page 7).

SENATE FLoor AcTion - MonpAy

In Session Monday, the Senate confirmed the following
Governor's appointments:
: --Darwin Draisey to the State Board of Electricity
-~Howard Casmey, Richard Hawk, Ruth Myers, Dr. Karl
Grittner to the Education Commission

The following legislation was passed by the Senate and gent
to the House: :

~-—-a measure that eases the current 8 percent usury law
during times of high inflation and high interest rates. Under
this legislation, state-chartered banks could make loans at .
1 percent more than the Federal Reserve discount rate. (50~12) 3

-=-a bill which authorizes the Commissioner of Natural
Resources to acguire land along cance and boating routes (55-4)

--legislation that exempts persons under 18 who deliver
flyers door to door from the minimum wage law (55-9)

-—-a bill requiring sheriffs and chiefs of police to
issue permits for persons who wish to use explosives (63-2)

--legislation which mandates that any places serving
meat substitutes must indicate so on menus, etc. (53-9)

~-—a measure outlawing the baiting of bear by using
bottles, cans, plastic, paper, wood, etc. (64-1)

--a bill allowing school districts to invest funds which
are currently not in use (65-0)

~-legislation requiring school districts to file with
the commissioner cf education a report of energy consumed by
the school district each year (59-6)

-—a .bill which removes racoons from the unprotected list
and provides for a "seasonal hunting" period (58-4)

~-a measure okaying the use of portable fish houses
within the boundary waters canoe area (40-24)

--legislation which permits on-sale liquor licenses to
certain establishments, primarily nonprofit organizations (42-19)
Among House bills passed by the Senate and sent to the
Governor, a measure to allow women to retain their maiden. names
after marriage and to regain their family name after divorce
was approved by a 38 to 24 vote.
Several local government bills also passed and were
. sent to the House.

(MORE)




PAGE 6

SENATE ComMITTEE UPDATE

The [ ABOR AND COMMERCE committee approved several
bills including legislation which requires provision for
insurance coverage after certain employees terminate
employment; a bill which requires any owner or wholesaler
of distilled liquor or wine to list a price schedule; a
measure to establish an office of business assistance in
the Department of Economic Development; a bkill providing
for local.emergency telephone service; legislation to
abolish the office of Liguor Control Commissioner, trans-
ferring duties to the departments of Public Safety and
Revenue; a bill redefining, for legal purposes, what
constitutes "discriminatory practices"; a measure to step
up the procedure *by which the public service department
will handle complaints. This legislation provides for
city councils, etc. to schedule hearings on complaints;
legislation which more clearly defines and regulates the
relationship between gasoline retail dealers and other
petroleum enterprises; a bill which mandates insurance
coverage for passengers on airplanes even if they are in
violation of federal or civil air regulations, state law
regulations or local ordinances. Certain exclusions are
provided; and a measure allowing any seven residents of
the state to apply to the Commissioner of Banking for
permission to organize a credit union.

In meetings this week, NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRICUL-
TURE committee members okayed a bill to appropriate funds
to the University of Minnesota agriculture experiment
station to develop a comprehensive plan for irrigation and
specialty crops; a measure to appropriate money for research
at the University of Minnesota on corn improvement; ap-
propriation of funds to the State Planning Agency for develop-
ment of recreaticn facilities to fit the needs c¢f the

~handicapped at the Island of Peace Park in Fridley; leg-

islation to give forest officers the power to arrest and
issue summons to persons viclating fire regulations; a
bill which provides that no large energy facility is to be
constructed in the state after a certain date without a
certificate of need issued by the Director of the Energy
Agency; an appropriation for monies to the Pollution Con-
trol Agency giving it the authority to issue bonds.

Bills okayed by the FDUCaATION committee include legislat-—
tion which authorizes the establighment of higher education
extension centers to serve St. Paul; a bill appropriating
meney to build a state community college at Cambridge;
legislation providing for post-secondary education projects
in the Fairmont area; a measure creating higher education
programs for older citizens; a bill to provide a statewide
testing program: legislation authorizing district exceed
levy limitations for the purpose of operating a community
recreation program; and a measure which inreaces school
district interest rates to eicht percent.

The JUpicIARY committee passed and sent to the flocr
legislation which provides that conciliation courts of county
courts may conduct personal receiverships, and a bill which
applys prohibitions of the c¢rime of conspiracy Lo persons
outside the state; a bill specifying that any person who has

in his possession any device, gear or other instrumentality

to be used in shoplifting, would be subject to certain pen-—
alties; and a measure which would make it a crime to alter
or remove an owner's identification numbers on property.

. Committee members on HEaLTH, WELFARE AND CORRECTIONS
okaved legislation that would allow private corporations to
leage buildings on the grounds of state correctional in-—
stitutions for the purposes of operating a factory employing
inmates; a measure to establish a dental health program in
the state's elementary schools; a bill to extend and increase

(MORT)




Pace 7
CommiTTEF UppATE (CONT)
HEALTH, WeLFARE, CORRECTIONS

per diem payments to members of county public health
nursing committees; and a bill which sets minimum standards
for management and physical conditions of state correction-
al facilities and annual insepction.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS committee members okayed a number

of bills relating to the bicentennial observance including

a measure providing grants to local governments; a bill

which increases the membership authorized to approve expenses
for the Indian Affairs Commission; a measure which sets

the authority and classification for certain positions in

the office of the Attorney General; and a bill exempting

the Minnesota veteran's home from certain license fees.

SENATE FLoOR AcTion -THURSDAY

The following Governor's appointments were approved:

~-Richard Brubacher as Commissioner of the Department
of Administration

~-Stella Jensen, Vincent Kubiak, Reverend Bruce
Buller, Curtis Chivers and Helen Gamradt
to the State Board of Human Rights

--Earl D. Craig to State Board of Human Rights

--Manuel Guerrero and Jose Validez to State Board
of Human Rights

--Edward Ziegler as Commissioner of the Department
of Finance

The Senate approved a bill that would require scuba
divers to post red diving flags above water as
a warning to boaters. (64-0)

Preliminary approval was given to the following
bills:

-=a bill which exempts United States flags from
sales and use tax

-=-legislation which would ban pull-tab openers on
metal beverage containers after July 1, 1976

--a measure which establishes the classification of
collector's vehicles and provides for their
registration and taxation

A number of other bills also were given preliminary
approval and placed on the Senate calendar pending
final action. ~
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Juniciary ComMmiTTEE OkAYs Fanpeun RiLL Ry 2 1o 1 MARGAIN
The long-debated handgun control bill passed out of the

Judiciary committee Tuesday on a 10 to 5 roll call vote. The
bill, now to be considered by the Finance conmnmittee, would
reguire individuals to obtain permits before purchasing hand-
guns. (p. 2)

BiL Wourp CREATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Transportation and General Legislation committee members
approved a bill Wednesday to create a state Department of
Transportation. The proposal would place several existing
departments under the jurisdiction of the new Department. (p. 2)

RepaIiR EsTIMATES LEcisLATION To Hepp CoNSUMER

A bill which would require repair shops to honor estimates
passed out of the Labor and Commerce committee. (p. 2)

Uvton Dues BiLt RETURNED TO SENATE FLOOR .

Legislation to prohibit union dues as contributions in
political campaigns was voted out of the Senate Rules comnmittee,
and will now be returned to the Senate floor for debate. (p+s 2)

f SENATE FLoor AcTion-Monpay
Complete listing of bills approved

by the Senate (p.3)

"WorkING Poor” Tax BiLL Draws AMENDMENTS

Amendments to free federal tax rebates of state income taxes,
and a repeal of the employer payroll tax were added to the working
poor tax bill now under consideration by the Taxes and Tax
Laws committee. (p. 3)

INCREASED BENEFITS FOR “UMINSURABLE” ApProOVED BY COMMITTEE

Health, Welfare and Corrections committee members approved
a measure to provide health insurance benefits for people consid-
ered poor risks or "uninsurable.” (p. 4)

State BuiLpineg Cope Would RoasTt Enerey CONSERVING STANDARDS

Governmental Operations committee memkbers approved a bill
Monday which would impose a deadline for enforcement of energy
conserving building designs and construction standards by the
Commissioner of Administration. {(p. 4)

Move To Repeal FiscaL DispariTIES LAWw TABLED IN COMMITTEE (p. 4)
County BiLLs OkaYep BY LocAL GOVERNMENT (p. 5)

SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE
PRI SY)

FOUCATION” (p. 6)

HEARINGS BecIN oN “Eoual OPPORTUNITY
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HanDsUN BILL Oxavep By 2 To 1 MARGAIN

After lengthy discussion, Judiciary committee members voted
10 to 5 to approve the handgun ccntrol bill requiring individuals to
obtain permits before purchas1ng handguns.

Bill author Nlcnolas Coleman (5t. Paul) addressed the
committee urging passage of "an excellent piece of legislation that
will save some lives in the state.”

Before approving the bill, which now goes to the Finance commit-
tee, two amendments were added. One stipulates that provisions of the
bill would be uniform throughout the state, including the cities of
Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth which presently have strict handgun
laws. 2nother amendment removed a provision which would allow confiscation
of guns illegally possessed.

The bill requires a l4-day waiting period for persons who
wish to obtain handguns and prohibits carrying handguns in public places
unless there is a specific purpose for doing so.

. In effect, the proposal would prohibit any person with drug,
alcohol and mental problems from purchasing a handgun.

BitL To CREATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
APPROVED

A bill that would create a state Department of Transportation
won committee approval Wednesday. Transportation and General Legislation
committee members okayed the proposal which would replace the highways
and aeronautics departments while taking over some duties of the
Public Service Department and State Planning Agency.

Although opponents of the bill claimed that another
department would just "add" to the alresdy growing bureaucracy, Senator
Roger Laufenburger (Lewiston) said the proposed department would have
the opposite effect as it would work to bring the bureaucracy under
control and promote more efficient efforts in the field of transportation.

In other business Monday, the committee approved a bill
which establishes a railroad track inspection program for the state.
The program would work in conjunction with the federal rail safety
act. Currently, the federal government only Jnspects tracks if
half of the funds are provided by the state.

LEGISLATION WouLD GUARANTEE REPAIR FSTIMATES

A "truth" in repairs bill passed the Labor and Commerce committee
Tuesday on a 10-7 roll call vote.

Sponsored by the Attorney General's Office and Senate author
Gene Merriam (Coon Rapids), the bill makes a work order required for
all repairs. No unauthorized work would be allowed. Costs for the
repairs could not exceed the estimate, although an estimate would not
be mandatory.

. In other business, Darwin Draisey was approved for reappointment
to the State Board of Electricity. Committee members also passed a
measure which defines the qualifications for a "legal" newspaper.

UvioN Dugs BiLL To RETURN TO SeENATE FLOOR

A bill to prohibit union dues as contributions in political
campaigns was voted out of the Rules commiftee Monday and will now be
returned to the Senate floor for dekate. Last week an effort was made
to rerefer +the bill to the Labor and Commerce Committee after it had
passed out of the committee on General Legislation.

State union leaders have expressed strong oppostion to the bill.

(MORT)
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. SENaTE FrLoor AcTion - MonDAY

THE Senate approved the followina Governor's
appointments:

--Kenneth Sovereign to the Occupational Safety and

Health Review Board
-~Sherry Chenoweth as Director of the Division of-
Consumer Services, Department of Commerce

--Russell Green as Commissioner of the Department

of Veteran Affairs

The Senate approved and sent the following bills
"to the House:

-— legislation which requires real estate brokers
and salespersons to take additional educational courses
before receiving a license. The legislation also provides
licensure exemptions for sellers of franchises and provides
for reciprocity for licensees from other states (64-1)

-- a bill which redefines the SCope of review organ-
izations to gather and review information relating to.
the care and treatment of patients (65-0)

-- a measure which allows a person to submit a
petition in lieu of a filing fee when seeklng publlc office
(47-17)
-- a bill authorizing automobile insurers to refuse
to issue a new policy if an insured person falls to pay
a renewal premium (65-0)

-- legislation which permits any organization, associa-
tion or society licensed by the Department of Public Welfare
to receive payment for expenses for adoption services and
child~caring services (65-0)

-~ legislation which requires coverage of emotionally
handlcapped children in health benefit plans (65-0)

~— a bill which exempts certain vehicles (such as those
used exclusively by educational institutions for transporta-
tion) from registration, taxation and licensing require-
ments (64-1)

Five local government bills also passed and were sent
to the House.

- - -— - -— - —

The following House bills were approved and sent to
the Governor: ‘

-— a bill which allows cities to provide decoratlons,
signs, plagues and other accessories for public streets,
buildings and parks (65-0)

-=- legislation permitting left turns on red lights or
stop signs at intersecting one-way streets and other certain
intersections (48-17)

-~ a measure to regqulate student discounts on automobile
insurance, mandating that all post high school students
attending any accredited school be allowed equal benefits (65-0)

-- a bill which provides grant relief to individuals
or families adversely affected by a major disaster. This
would be in conjuncticn with federal relief laws. (64-~0)

WorKING Poor Tax BILL_DRAWS AMENDMENTS

Amendments to free federal tax rebates of state income taxes,
and a repeal of the employer payroll tax were added to the working poor
tax bill now under consideration by the Taxes and Tax Laws committee.

Expancsion of the working poor bill passed in 1974 would
increase costs from $14 million to $29 million for the next biennium.

C(MORI}
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Taxes AND Tax Laws (conT)

Under the poposed expansion, a familv with five dependents
would be allowed complete tax forgiveness up to earnings of $7800
a year.

Committee chairman Tony Perpich (Eveleth) said it-will - -~ - -

probably take three or four weeks before any tax bill is voted out
of committee.

BENEFITS FOR “UNINSURABLE” APPROVED

Health, Welfare and Corrections committee members okavyed a
bill Monday which would provide health insurance benefits for people
considered poor risks or "uninsurable."

Funding for the program would.come from a risk pool boasting
contributions from health insurance companies and the state.

The committee also passed a bill which mandates that all
rate increases for hOSpltalS and insurance premiums be reported to the
state.

In other business this week, the committee voted to abolish
the State Board of Health. Senator George Conzemius (Cannon Falls)
said there is increasing concern that the board is not able to enforce
nursing home regulations. The bill will now be considered by the
Governmental Operations committee.

StaTE BuiLpineg Cope Wourd RoasT ENERGY CONSERVING STANDARDS

Governmental Operations committee members approved a bill
Monday which would impose a deadline for enforcement of energy
conserving building designs and construction standards by the Commissioner
"of Administration.

Authored by Humber Humphrey III (New Hope), the legislation
would define standards as part of the building code effective six months
after prcmulgation (August 1, 1975).

At Wednesday's meeting, the committee passed a bill which
creates an advisory committee to study and report on matters such as
the size of the legislature, compensation of legislators and organizational
guestions.

Also approved was a bill which would authorize the State Board
of Investment to purchase loans approved by the Small Business Administra-
tion and handled through Minnesota banks.

In other action, the committee approved two bills relating to
firemen's pension and relief associations, and a bill which would
establish an outdoor recreation system.

The following Governor s appointments have been approved and
recommended to pass:

-~Edward Ziegler as Commissioner of Finance

--Richard Brubacher as Commissioner of Administration

~-Vincent A. Kubiak, Curtis Chivers, Reverend Bruce Buller,
Helen Gamradt, Jose Valdez, Manuel CGuerreroc, EBEarl D. Craig,
Stella Jensen to State Board of Human Rights

~--Elizabeth Ebbott, Rosemary Davis, Stanley W. Holmguist,
Judge Spencer Sokclowski, David Durenberger, Irene Scott
to State Ethics Commission

Move To RepeaL FiscaL DispariTIES LAw TABLED

A move to repeal the fiscal disparities law lost Tuesday.
in a 10-4 vote at a meeting of the Metropolitan and Urban Affairs
committee.

Senator Howard Knutson (Burnsville) testified that the
existing law promotes inequities in the metropolitan arca. Other
opponents claimed that the present law causes a decrease in education funds

(ORT)
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METRO AND URBAN AFFAIRS (CONT)

in various communities, additional taxes on business and industry and
delays in assessing property.

Supporting the bill, Charles Weaver of Anoka said that the
bill provides for tax base sharing from fast growing areas to slower
grow1ng communities, thus promoting a more rational development pattern
in the metropolitan area.

LocaL Govt., CommitTEE OKkAYS BILLS

Several bills were passed out of the Local Government Committee
Monday. They include:

--a bill which revises the procedure for’fllllng vacancies
in the office of county commissioner

--legislation which authorizes the governing bodies of cities
and counties to advance expense money

--a measure to extend the time period counties have to
publicize financial statements

--a bill which provides an increase in filing fees.charged by
the register of deeds relating to plats and surveys in counties and
municipalities.

SEMATE SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE

The Senate FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION turned down a proposal
to allocate $17.5 million to feeze tuitions at the University of Minn-

esota and state and community colleges. Committee members said tuition
hikes may be necessary to provide aid for students and help meet rising
costs.

The OPERATIONS AND STRUCTURE subcommittee approved a policy statement
which rules out any use of property-tax funds for the construction of
a new sports facility in the metro area. The committee expects to
study, in coniunction with the House, proposals for the building of a
new stadium with a recommendation forthcoming sometime early next year.

Members of the REGULATED INDUSTRIES subcommittee approved two
gambling bills, one asking for a constitutional amendment which would
permit legalized gambling in the state; and a second bill to create
a state gambling commission. Referred to | ABOR AND COMMERCE.

STATE RoARDS AND COMMISSIONS subcommittee members okayed a bill
providing for representation of the state examining committee for physical
therapists and the advisory council for hospital administrators
registration on the advisory committee on allied health manpower credent-
ialling of the State Board of Health. Also passed was a bill which
increases fees received by medical examiners from $10 to $25. Members
passed a bill which defines "physical therapists" and prohibits certain
conduct relating to the practice of physical therapy. All referred to

GOVERNMENTAL CPERATIONS.

_ The subcommittee on ENVIRONMENTAL PR ROTECTICN approved a bill
which would set a fee up to $£3 a ton on the Reserve Mining Company for

any waste material deposited in Lake Superior. Cocmmittee members also
okayed a bill authorizing so0lid waste collection and disposal collection,
and a bill which defines energy terms. Referred to NATURAL RESOURCES

AND AGRICULTURE.

2 bill providing for the appointment of a state archeologist
passed the PypLic LANDS subcommittee. Also approved were bills to
allow county boards to sell forfeited land to veterans for agricultural
purpcses and legislaticn to add more land to the Helmer Myhre State
Park in southeastern Minnesota. The subcommittee on [AGRICULTURE
recommended to pass a corporate farm bill which would allow farming
corpcrations until May 1978 to purchase or lease additional farm land
above original holdings. Bll referred to NaATURAL RESOURcES AND AGRIC,

Additidonal workmen's compensation legislation was passed by
the subcommittee on [ ARBOR, One amendment to the bill removes the 8-
vear limitation on acticn after compensation is paid. Referxred to

LABOR AnD COMMERCE.,

(MORE)




Pace 6 HEARINGS BEGIN oN “FaouUAL OPPORTUNITY EDUCATION”

In meetings this week, education committee members heard
testimony on a bill that would equalize education benefits throughout
the state. /

Basically, the proposed legislation provides for the distribution
of educational aids such as auxiliary services and instructional materials.
The intent of the bill is to insure that every school child in the state
share equitably in such benefits and alsc to insure Minnesota students
and their parents freedom of choice in education.

Opponents to the bill will testify next week.

The committee also continued hearings on assessment, testing
and accountability programs. Dr. Dale Foreman of the Westinghouse
Clearing Corporation told Senators that it is imperative that schools
look to the future. He said studénts need basic "survival" skills to
deal in society, and schcols should not lose perspective in planning
future programs.

In other business, the committee voted to approve the
appointment of Karl Grittner as Educaticn Commissioner.

"SENATE FLOOR AcTiON-THURSDAY

The Senate, after lengthy debate, approved the appointment
of Vera Likins as Commissioner of the Department of Public
Welfare. The vote to confirm was 35 to 27.

Mrs. Toyse A. Kyle was also approved for a term on the
State Board of Community Colleges.

A bill requiring the use of mud-flaps on most trucks was
reconsidered and okayed by a 41-18 roll call vote. Dump
trucks and truck tractors not carring trailers would have
to use nud-flaps.

Also approved was a bill requiring towns to file financial
reports with the state auditor. ’

In other business, the Senate gave prelmlnlary approval
to several bills.

One would eliminate Minnesota's §-percent usury law
when interest rates are especially hich. State-chartered
banks could make loans at 1 percent more than the Federal
Reserve discount rate.

Also recommended to pass is a bill which would allow
women to retain their maiden names after marriage, take
their husband's name, or use a combination of both.

A bill to set the official Memorial Day Holiday on
May 30 failed on a 23-25 roll call vote.

The Senate also approved a .final version of the veterans
preference bill which abolishes absolute preference for
veterans seeking government jobs. Veterans would be given
5 p01nts and disabled veterans 10 points as a bonus on civil-
service tests. The bill now gces to Governor Anderson for
his signature.
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Likins APPOINTMENT RecomMeENnDED IN CLose VoTe

The reappointment of Vera Likins as State Commissioner
of Welfare was narrowly approved by the Health, Welfare
and Corrections committee. The vote was seven to five for
confirmation. (Do 2)

CommiTTEE VoTES TO UP QuTPATIENT TREATMENT BENEFITS

Labor and Commerce committee members okayed a bill
which would cover ninety 'per cent of medical costs up to $600
for outpatients seeking mental health treatment. (p. 2)

FamiLy Councit UNiT 1O StTuDnY IMPACT OF STATE PROGRAMS

A bill to create a Family Council consisting of 10
legislators and 9 public members was okayed by the Govern-
mental Operations committee. 4Ghe Council would study the
impact of state programs on the family. (pP. 2)

BiLL To EstaBLisH REcYcLING CENTERS PASSES TO SENATE

Legislation to develop garbage recycling centers Iin
the metropolitan area was okayed by the Metropolitan and
Urban Affairs committee. The bill will now be considered
by the full Senate. (p. 2).

VET's PREFEReENCE BiLL ReaDIED For FinaL VoTEe

A Senate~House conference committee reached agreement
Wednesday on a bill which abolishes absolute preference for
veterans seeking government jobs. (p. 2)

Move To OuTLAw SEX DISCRIMINA}'ION IN AMATEUR ATHLETICS APPROVED
(p. 3

SENATE FLoor AcTion-
THURSDAY (P. 3)

SpeciAaL WINE LICENSE FOR RESTAURANTS TABLED

A bill to allow special wine licenses for restaurants
seating up to 25 people was tabled. The bill will be
considered again at a later date. (p. 3)

JONATHAN CoRPORATION FACES Back Tax PAYMENT OR LOSS OF LAND

Taxes and Tax Laws committee members heard testimony
on a bill that would allow Chaska to force the Jorathan
Corporation to pay $250 thousand in delinquent taxes or
lose 6,000 acres in land. (p. 3)
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Pace 2 Likins AppoINTMENT OkAYED In CLoSE VoTE

The reappcintment of Vera Likins as State Commissioner of
Welfare won narrow approval Monday at a meeting of the Health, Welfare
and Corrections committee. The vote was 7 to 5 in favor of confirmation.

Mrs. Likins, who has been a state employee for over thirty
years, was questioned extensively by committee members. The Department
of Welfare has been criticized for poor fiscal management and lack
of planning concerning the future of state hospitals and community
treatment centers.

In other action, members approved a bill which would change
the eligibility standards for those seeking aid to families with
dependent children (AFDC). Under the bill, applicants would be allowed
wre personal property and higher valued homes.

The bill now goes to the Finance committee.

HEALTH TREATMENT PLAN FOR OUTPATIENTS APPROVED

A bill which requires first dollar coverage for outpatient
mental health treatment passed out of the Labor and Commerce committee
Tuesday. Coverage will include 90% of medical costs up to $600.00

Committee members also okayed a bill which mandates that
self-insured employers cover alcholism, drug addiction and chemical
dependency in their health care plans.

Famiry CounciL PLan To Stupy ImPacT oF STATE PROGRAMS

Governmental Operations committee members approved a bill
Wedneesday which establishes a "Council on the Family" to look across
jurisdictional lines and focus on the impact state programs have on
the family.

Unlike most councils which are appointed by the Governor,
the Family Advisory Council would be under the legislature. It would
consist of 10 legislators and 9 representatives from the public and
family service agencies.

BrrL To EstaBLISH RecycrLing CENTERS PASSES To SENATE

An initial step to recycle so0lid waste in the metropclitan
area gained approval Tuesday at a meeting of the Metropolitan and Urban
Affairs committee. The committee unanimously passed a bill which
provides for development of garbage recycling centers designed to recover
potentially reusable materials now being dumped in landfills in the
metro area.

The bill calls for each metropolitan county to submit to the
Metropolitan Council a development program for disposal of solid waste,
resource recovery and collection recgulaticn. Under the bill, the
Metropolitan Waste Control Commission (MWCC) would also submit a
development program for resource recovery and hazardous waste disposal.

Committee passage of the legiclation marks the first time
a committee-develcoped bill has emerged from a policy committee in the
Senate.

VET's PREFERENCE BiLL ReapieD ror FINAL VOTE

A Senate-House conference committee reached agreement on a
veterans preference bill Wednesday. It will now be reconsidered by both
the House and Scnate for final approval.

The bill abolishes absolute preference for veterans seeking

government jcks, but provides five bonus points for veterans and ten
bonus points for disabled veterans on civil service tests.

(MORE)
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Move 1o QuTLAW SEX EIoCR;MIHATION In AMATEUR ATHLETICS
Wins CoMMITTEE APPROVAL

A bill to eliminate sex discrimination in amateur athletlcs
was recommended to the Judiciary Committee Tuesday.

Senator John Milton (White Bear Lake) termed the bill "a
compromise between full integration and complete segregation forces,"”
while Robert Tennessen (Minneapolis) questioned the constitutionality
of "separate but equal" provisions.

In other business, Tom Triplett, Governmental Operations
counsel, explained a plan to reorganize the Department of Human Rights
in an attempt to increase responsiveness and clear the backlog of
discrimination litigations. Further hearings are scheduled.

SENATE FLOOR ACTION - THURSDAY

The Senate met briefly Thursday to confirm the
appointment of John Knapp to the Tax Court.

A bill permitting ccunty welfare boards to chdrge
fees for social servies was approved and sent to the House.

Two local government bills also passed and were
sent to the House.

The Senate will meet in Session Monday, April 7,
at 11:45, and Thursday, April 10, beginning at 9:00 A.M.

REsTAURANTS MaY Have 10 YWaiT ForR WINE LICENSES

LegiGlation to aliow restaurants seating at least 25 people
to be issued wine licenses was tabled by the subcommittee on Regulated
Industries. : : = .

_ Authored by Senate Majority Leader Nicholas Coleman, the
bill ran into opposition from lobbyists representing on=-sale
liquor license holders and persons representing restaurants which
serve liquor.

Senator Ed Schrom (Albany) said he would like further com-
munication with his constitutents before casting a vote for or. against
the bill.

BiLL WouLp Force JonaTHAN TO PAY RBAck TAXES

Taxes and Tax Laws committee members heard testimony on a bill
Wednesday that would allow Chaska to make the Jonathan Develcpment
~Corporation pay $250,000 in delinquent taxes by August 10 or lose some
6,000 acres in land.

The legislation calls for payment to be made within 90 days.
If the delinguent taxes are not paid, the land would be sold to the
highest bidder and the money used to pay back bills.

Committee members alsc passed a bill which doubkles the

amount of money going for trails in Minnesota including snowmobile
- trails. Funds would be made available from state gasoline taxes.

"From CoLLEGE TO UNIVERSITY"

A bill which would make the seven Minnesota state colleges
"universities" was approved by the Educatiocon committee Wednesday.

The name of state college board would also be changed to
University Board.

Committee members also heard from Bob Bonine, chairman of
a special Citizens Ad Hoc Advisory Task Force. The Task Force has met

(11ORE)
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Thursday evenings for the past two months to consider recommendations
relative to the problems involved in high cost school districts. In
addition, the Ad Hoc committee is studying the problems of districts
which boast declining school enrollments.

SENATE SucoMMITTEE UPDATE

THE CHILD ABUSE subcommittee recommended to pass a bill
to protect children from abuse while maintaining the in-
tegrity of the family. The identify of the reporter of
suspected abuse would remain confidential except under certain

circumstances. Referred to HEALTH, WELFARE anp CORRECTIOHNS,

THE JubpIcTAL ADMINISTRATION subcommittee approved a
court reorganization bill which sets a common boundary for

county and district courts. Referred to JUDICIARY,

STATE BoArRDS AND CoMMISSIONS subcommittee okayed a .
bill which standardizes procedures in four areas: (1) standard

4-year terms with 1/4 of the members appointed each year;
(2) standard per diem compensation cf $35.00; (3) standard
removal and filling of vacancies; and (4) standard advice
and consent of the Senate. Periodic meeting reguirements

would be eliminated. Referred to COVEDNMENTAL OPERATIO“S

THE CrRIMINAL LAW AND CORRECTIONS subcommittee approved
a bill that would specify the acts constituting the offense

of shoplifting devices or gear; a bill which provides
minimum sentences for first time offenders who commit felonies
relating to the sale of certain narcotic drugs; a bill

which establishes a contingent fund to be used by law
enforcement agencies for the outchaqm of contraband; a hill
which allowg the issuance of search warrants upon oral
request. All referred to JUDICIARY,

THe SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE passed a bill authorizing
the public service commission to prescribe storage rates and

other charges assessed by public local grain warehousemen;
and a bill which would appropriate mune for a state farm

census. Referred to NATURAL RESOURCES anp AGRICULTURFE,

TEACHER PREPARATION STANDARDS AND CERTIFICATION subcommit-
te okayed a bill which establishes a commission of 17 members,

appointed by the Governor for 4-year terms. Referred to

- EDUCATION,
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BiLL 1o OutLAw THrRowaway ConTAINER FAiLs BY 8-6 VoTe

Natural Resources and Agriculture committee members
ended the long debate on returnable container legislation
"by turning thumbs down on legislation to phase out throwaway
bottles and cans. (p. 2)

HanDGcun ConTrROL BiLL AbpvAanceEs To JupnicIarRY CoMMITTEE

By a 4 to 1 vote, the Criminal Lew and Corrections sub-
committee okaved an amended bill to control the sale of
hand guns. (p%* 2)

CommiTTEE ApPProVES WELFARE CosT TAKEOVER BY STATE

A bill which would permit the state to take over some
8106 million a year in welfare costs now financed by state
counties won approval and will be considered by the full
Senate. (P« 2)

SENATE FLoor AcTion-MonpAY (p. 3)
SENATE FLOOR ACTION~THURSDAY (p. 5)

Comm1TTEE VoTeES TO OuyLaw Use oF Union Dues rorR PoLiTICAL
CONTRIBUTIONS (p. 3)

ScHooL TesTtine Proerams Unper Stupy

Education committee members heard testimony this week
relating to testing procedures used in public schoocls. The
committee also considered a bill which would make post-
secondary education opportunities accessible to residents
of central city neighborhoods in St. Paul. (p. 3)

GasoLiNE Price Sien CaALLED “VisiBLE PorLuTIon”

Labor and Commerce committee members defeated a proposal
which would require gas stations to post prlce signs visible
from 500 feet distance. {(p. 4)

FAMILY DeEVELOPMENT AND EnucaTioN CounciL CONSIDERED (p. 4)
COMM;TTEE OPeENS HEARINGS oON INcoME Tax RepucTionN PLANS

The Taxes and Tax Laws committee began initial hearings
on a number of bills to allow tax credits on state income
taxes. (p. 4)

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES STUDY PLAN OKAYED

By a 10 to 4 roll call vote, Natural Rcsources and Agricul-
ture committee members approved a bill to study existing
recreational facilities toc see where improvements and
expansions are needed. (p. 4)

PART-MUTUEL BeTTING Brie Wins IniTraL 0K, (p. 5)
HEALTH SuBcoMMITTEE APProVES CATASTROPHIC INSURANCE PLAN (p. 5)
Bitt LiMits RigHT TO PuUrcHASE FORFEITED LAND (p- 5)
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RETURNABLE CONTAINER RrirL Deap~ENDED

Natural Resources and Agricultre committee members ended the
long debate on returnable container legislation by turning thumbs down
on a mandatory deposit bill Wednesday.

Senator Winston Borden {(Brainerd) testified before the committee
stating that this would be his last attempt to pass legislation outlawing
throwaway containers. ~

"If T can't convince this committee at this point after spending
five years on it, I never will," he said.

Labor and industry groups appcecared en masse, warning the
committee that eccnomic and employment problems would only increase if
the members voted in favor of the bhill. .

Essentially, Borden's bill attempts to phase out nonreturnable
beverage containers by imposing a mandatory deposit on all beer and pop
containers sold in the state. ‘

Zn amendment offered by Wayne Olhoft (Herman) would have
delayed mandatory deposits until 1980, thus providing a five-year waiting
period for labor and industry to gradually phase out throwaways in favor
of refillable containers.

Among those testifying against the bill, St. Paul Mayor Larry
Cohen told committee members that "ban~the-can" legislation is not
a "priority" envrionmental problem and any comprehensive legislation
should come from the federal governwment.

On a roll-call vote, the bill failed by an 8 to 6 margin
with one abstention.

AMenDED Hanngun Control Ritt ADVANCES TO
JUDIcIARY COMMITTEE :

By a 4 to 1 vote, a handgun control bill authored by Majority
I.eader Nicholas Coleman (St. Paul) won approval and will now be considered
by the full Judiciary Committee.

The bill requires a permit before purchasing a hand gun and
includes a l4-day waiting period to to prevent sales to minors, felons,
and persons with alcohol, drug or mental problems.

At Wednesday's meeting of the Criminal Law and Corrections
subcommittee, Coleman added amendments to "clarify language" and
alleviate what he termed "legitimate concerns."

A permit must now stipulate the date of application, and if
not acted upon within 21 days, it must be automatically issued. If the
application is denied, the reason for denial must be clearly stated.

Also included is an amendment which grants a permit to any
person who may have experienced an alcohol problem if okayed by either
a doctor or treatment center.

WeLraReE Cost TakeoveRr Oravep ny COMMITTEE

A bill which would permit the state to take over $106 million a
year in welfare costs now financed by state counties was approved by the
Health, Welfare and Corrections committee Tuesday.

At present, welfare costs are shared between federal, state and
county governments with the state and counties sharing 21% of the cost.

The bill would, in effect, reduce local property taxes. Counties
would continue to administer the programs and absorb administrative costs.

Under the bill, the state would finance 100% of the non-federal
share of Aid to Families with Dependent children in addition to medical,
supplemental and general assistance.
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: SENATE ApproVES VETERANS PREFERENCE BILL

SENATE FLoor Action - Monpay

By a 49 to 10 vote, the full Senate approved and sent
to the House a hompromlsn veterans preference bill that reduces: the
preference now given to veterans in government employment.

The Senate also gave preliminary approval to a bill
allowing pharmacists to substitute less expensive generic drugs
for brand-name prescriptions.

A bill which requires dump trucks and truck-tractor
units to have mud flaps installed by January 1, 1976 also gained
preliminary approval.

In other business, the following bills were passed
by the Senate and sent to the House:

-—-a bill providing for natural gas pipeline safety
changing the procedure by which civil penalties
may be imposed for violations of the natural gas
pipeline safety act (58 to 0)

~-a bill which prcvides for optional forms of town
government and authorizes the combination of
certain offices in towns (5% to 0)

--a bill that removes the 10 percent interest limit
brokerage houses may charge on margin accounts
(58 to 8) - approved by House-sent to Governor

--a bill which furnishes culberts on approaches to
certain state highways (59 to 0)

Three local government bills were also passed and
sent to the House.

CommiTTEE VoTES TO OuTLAW USE oF Union Dues As PoLiTicaL
CONTRIUBTIONS

By a 10 to 5 vote, the Transportation and General Legislation
committee passed a bill which would prohibit union dues from being used
for political contributions.

Executive members of the AFL-CIO testified against the bill
maintaining that passage would seriously hinder their political
activities.

Senator George Perpich (Chisholm), bill author, told committee
members that the legislation is needed in order to develop a more
equitable manner of collecting political mconies from the rank and file
union members.

A similar bill is also under consideration by the House.

ScHooL TesTinGg ProcraMs UnDER STUDY

Education committee members heard testimony Monday on
assessment, testing and accountability programs administered in schools
throughout the state.

" Several persons addressed questions concerning overtesting
and undertesting of students, and the extent such tests can and should
be used in developing and monitoring public policies. Further discussion
is planned at a later date. :

At a meeting Wednesday, committee members approved a bill
authorizing the state collegé board to provide c¢é¥rtain residence hall
grants. Bill author is Gerald Willet (Park Rapids).

Also under consideration is a bill which would make post-
secondary education opportunities accesgsible to residents of central
city neighborhoods in St. Paul.
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EpucaTion Comm. (CONT)

The bill would establish neighborhood higher education centers
and provide counseling services for diagnostic assessment and educational
planning while providing skill development services in basic reading,
writing, listening and mathematics.

GasoLINE Price SienN CALLED “VisiBLE PoLLuTion”

A bill to require gasoline stations to post price signs visible
500 feet away was defeated by the Labor and Commerce committee Tuesday.

Authored by John Keefe (Hopkins), the bill drew criticism
because it would create "visible pollution." Keefe contended that many
stations post signs when prices are low and then remove them when
prices rise.

In other business, the committee laid over a bill which
would allow liquor in certain buildings and dormitories on college
campuses.

The appointment.of Sherry Chenoweth as State Director of
Consumer Services was recommended for Senate confirmation.

FamiLy DeVELOPMENT PrLan Gains FirsT HEARING

Governmental Operations committee members met Wednesday to
discuss a bill which would create a council on family development and
education. It would consist cf legislators and several public members.

The idea of the council is to focus on the family while
studying the impact of various state programs on the family unit.

Alternative plans will be discussed at a future meeting.

Committee members also approved a bill which regulates
publications, the sale of public iands and other matters relating to
the Department of Administration.

CoMMITTEE OPENS HEARINGS oN Income Tax ReEpucTion

First hearings on several proposed tax cut bills began
Wednesday.

Senator George Conzemius (Cannon Falls) outlined his tax
reduction bill which would boast a graduated tax credit for families
according to income level. Conzemius referred to a complex table which
outlines the percentage of credit families would receive based on
taxable incomes.

A bill to raise credits against tax due for low income persons
was laid over for further discussion.

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES STupY PLAN OKAYED

A bill which requires the Department of Natural Resources to
initiate a comprehensive study plan of all existing recreational
facilities passed on a 10 to 4 roll call vote Monday at a meeting of
the Natural Resources and Agriculture committee. '

The bill provides for a detailed study of parks to see where
improvements and expansions are needed.

Some oppostion was expressed by state sportsmen's clubs
who accused the government of "land-grabbing."

(MORE)
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: PART-mMuTUEL BETTING WINS InITIAL 0.K,

A subcommittee on Regulated Industries passed a bill Tuesday
to allow pari-mutuel betting on horse races at the Minnesota State
fairgrounds. : :

The bill would give the authority to establish pari-mutuel
betting to the Minnescta state Agriculture Society.

Senator Jack Kleinbaum (St. Cloud) said that establishing
parl-mutuel racing would increase the state tourist industry and thus
increase money brought into the state.

HEaLTH SuBcomMMITTEE APPROVES CATASTROPHIC INSURANCE PLAN

A Senate subcommittee on Health forwarded legislation which
encourages emplovers to offer additional health care insurance to cover
major illnesses and injuries. It would also create an insurance pool
to provide coverage for those not able to obtain adequate policies.

Under the plan, insured persons would be required to spend
at least $5,000 a year before being eligible for benefits up to a
life-time maximum of $250,000. The required individual expenditure
would be reduced gradually to $3,000 per year by 1979.

DRUG SUBSTITUTION BILL PasSEs SENATE - Goes To CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE

SENATE FLOOR AcTionN - THURSDAY

‘The Senate amended and passed a House bill allowing .
ing pharmacists to substitute less expensive generic drugs for
brand-name prescriptions. The vote was 62 to 1. The bill now
will be considered by a joint confercnce committee.

The Senate approved the following Governor's appointments:
--Todd J. Lefko, Gladys S. Brooks and Robert Short to the
Metropolitan Council
--Joseph Strauss to the Metropolitan Waste Control Commission

The following bills were passed and sent to the
House:
—--a bill authorizing the commissioner of natural resources to
acquire land along cance and boating routes (52 to 8)
--a bill which regulates eguipment on motor vehicles including
bug deflectors, fenders and other wheel devices and

truck weighing (58 to 3)
--a bill which defines the powers and duties of the Commissioner

of Corrections (44 to 16)
--a bill authorizing the removal of fish from dark houses

(4“ to 16)

The Senate passed a House blll whlch requires motor-
cycle-operators to either install windshields or wear goggles as
a protective device.

The Senate will meet in Session Monday, March 31 at
7:30 P.M.

BitL LiMiTs RicHT To PurcHASE FoRFEITED LAND

Local Government committee members passed a bill Tuesday
which limits the right to repurchase forfeited land to within one
year from the date of forfeiture.




* SENATE WEEK IN REVIEW

A PUBLICATION OF THE MINNESOTA SENATE INFORMATION OFFICE

For additional information contact Jim Pirius at (612) 296-4917
&2

11:FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE...
Week oF MarchH 16-22, 1675

i

H

News In Brier
. .FOR FURTHER INFORMATICN SEE INSIDE..

2¢ Gas Tax Hike OKAYED BY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

By a close 7 to 6 vote, committee members approved a
in the gas tax from seven to nine cents a gallon. (p. 2)

BRAINERD REFUSED FLUORIDE EXEMPTION

Health, Welfare and Corrections committee members tabled
a bill which would exempt Brainerd from state law reqguiring
water fluoridation. ( p. 2)

RerunD DEPoSIT oN BEVERAGE CONTAINERS APPROVED

A bill which would require a five-cent refund deposit on
all beverage containers won approval at Environmental
Subcommittee meeting. (o 2) ’

VeETERANS HOME BoARD OF TRUSTEES ABOLISHED AS Inn., STATE BOARD (P2
Liouor PRice ApverTising BirL Fairs IN CoMMITTEE
A bill to mandate price advertising of liquor was defeated

by a 9 to 6 vote; on-sale liguor licenses for cultursl
corporations was approved. (De 3)

MeTROPOLITAN CouncIL APPOINTMENTS APPROVED (p. 3)
INTEREST RATE oN DeELINQUENT Tax Pavments May Rise

A bill to standardize the interest rate charged on all
tax payments to nine percent passed Taxes, Tax Laws Comm. (p. 3)

JOINT SEssionN oF SENATE aND House FELects U oF M REGENTS (p. 3)
DWI LeEcisLaTiON CONSIDERED BY JUDICIARY SUBCOMMITTEE
A number of bills dealing with minimum penalties and

rehabilitative drivers' clinics were heard at a meeting of
the Criminal Law and Corrections subcommittee. (p. 3)

BiLL AiLowing Licuor oN CAMPUSES APPROVED (p. 4)

LocaL GovernMENT ComMITTEE Passes BILLs (p. 4)

AUTHORITY To REGULATE Noist PorLuTion MaY BE TRANSFERED (p. 4)
LocaL Funping PLan ReEvieweD BY JOINT COMMITTEE

A joint Senate-House subcommittee voted Tuesday to considen
a proposal made by Governor Anderson that groess earnirgs teves
received by the state be given to local governments. {(p. 4)

TeELEPHONE SoriciTaTioN BirL Laip OverR (p. 4)

SENATE FLOOR AcTioN-MonpAY (p.5)
SENATE FLoor AcTioN-THURSDAY (p.6)

STATE ADVisorY BoArRDS STAMDARDIZED (p. 5)
FpucaTion CommiTTEE PASSEs BiLLs (p. 5)

STATE ArTs Councit Rrir DERATED  (p. 6) |
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2¢ Gas Tax BrirL Okavep BY COMMITTEE

A bill to increase the state gasoline tax by two cents
ed in a close 7 to 6 vote at a meeting of the Transportation and
ral Legislation comnittee Monday.

Pass
Gene

The bill ups the tax from seven to nine cents a gallon.
According to Highway Department officials, it would raise an additional
$40 million a year for road construction projects.

The Highway Department has warned legislators that unless
additional revenues are raised, further rcad construction throughout
the state is impossible.

Opponents to the bill balieve that the 2¢ increase represents
only a piecemeal approach to the problem.

BRAINERD REFUSED FLUORIDE EXEMPTION

After hearing testimony Tuesday, the Health, Welfare and
Corrections committee voted 13 to 2 to table a bill which exempts
the city of Brainerd from mandatory water fluoridation.

The bill would exempt Brainerd for the next five vears
and establish an alternative fluoride program of dental education
and municipally financed fluoride pills to those who request them.
Brainerd is the only major community in Minnesota that is. not
complying with the 1967 state law requiring fluoridation of drinking
water.

Senator Winston Borden (Brainerd), author of the bill,
testified that the citizens of Brainerd, "Ought to be able to resolve
and decide the issue for themselves." The Brainerd City Council held
a special election last July and the majority of people vcted
zcainst complying with the state water flucoridation law.

Jack Graham, Brainer attorney, questioned the constitutionality
of the law and said that water fluoridation is a question of
freedom of choice.

Opposing the bill, Brainerd dentist, Dr. John Echternacht
stated that the alternative fluoridation plan was not discussed with
the city's dentists and that it would not be as effective as water
fluoridation.

REFUND DeEPoSIT oN BeVERAGE COMTAINERS OKAYED

A bill requiring a five-cent refund on all beverage containers
won approval of the Environmental Protection subcommittee. It will
now be considered by the Natural Resources and Agriculture committee.

In Tuesday's wrap-up testimony, Senator Winston Borden (Brainerd)
stressed that the bill provides considerable savings in energy,
natural resources and litter. Labor and management joined in opposition
voicing concerns about possible job losses and job relocation.

In other action, a proposal prohibiting pull tabs on
beverage containers was okayed by the committee.

VETERANS HOME BoARD LoSES INDEPENDENT STATUS

The Governmental Operations committee passed a bill Monday
to abolish the Veterans Home Board of Trustees as an independent board
and to transfer its functions to the Veterans Affairs Department.

Board members will now serve in an advisory capacity until

their terms expire.

(MORE)
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Liquor Price Apvertising RBitL FAILS In CoMMITTEE

_ A bill to allow price advertising of liquor failed by a 9 to 6
vote Tuesday at a meeting of the Labor and Commerce Committee.

Bill author Nicholas Coleman (St. Paul) said regulating
and admitting price advertising would provide consumers with correct
information. He displayed area liquor store newspaper ads which
promote the variety and extent of stock in liguor stores without
mentioning specific prices, but claiming "the lowest prices in town."

: -Small retailers voiced opposition to the bill because they
would be unable to compete with larger liquor stores in advertising.
They also stated that price advertising contradicts the objectives
of current programs designed to modify people's drinking habits.

In other business, the committee approved on-sale liquor
licenses to cultural corporations in Minneapolis. The amended bill
deleted the section concerning plans to build a restaurant on city-
owned property near Orchestra Hall.

METROPOLITAN CouNcCIL APPOINTMENTS APPROVED

At a Tuesday meeting of the Metropolitan and Urban Affairs .
Committee, members unanimously approved the appointments of Robert
Short, Gladys Brooks and Todd Lefko to the Metropolitan Council.

7 Also confirmed was Joseph Strauss as Chairman of the
Metropolitan Waste Control Commission.

' The appointments now go to the Senate floor for final action.

INTEREST RATE oN DELInQUENT Tax PavmenTs May Rise Soon

A bill to increase the interest rate chargea persons who
- are delingquent in state tax payments was approved by the Taxes. and
Tax Laws committee Wednesday,

Under the bill, the interest rate charged for all types
of taxes will be standardized at nine percent. Revenue Commissioner,
Arthur Roemer said that now the interest rate varies with a charge
of six percent on delingquent income taxes and eight percent on sales
tax.

Opponents to the bill said that the interest charged by
the state should not be higher than the eight percent allowed by the
state usuary law.

The bill passed by a narrow 8 to 7 vote.

JoinT Session ELecTs U oF M REGENTS

The Senate and House met in Joint Session Thursday :
and approved a slate of 9 nominees as University of Minnesota Regents.

Elected for six-year terms, the regents include:
George Latimer, Neil Sherburne, Rcbert Latz, Wenda Moore, Erwin
Goldfine, Lauris Drenik, L. J. Lee, Lloyd Peterson, and Dr. David Utz.

DWI LecisLaTion CONSIDERED

The Criminal Law and Corrections subcommittee heard testimony
Tuesday on a number of bills dealing with DWI (driving while intoxicated)
legislation.

Several persons testified about proposed changes in the
law calling for mandatory minimum penalties and driver improvement
clinics. TFurther testimonv will be taken at a later date.

(MY
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BiLL WouLp ALLow ALcowmoric Bev. on CAMPUS

A'bill allowing liquor on the campuses of state and community
colleges was approved by the Labor and Commerce subcommittee on
Regulated Industries. :

The bill, passed by a 4 to 1 vote Wednesday, will ammend
the current state law to permit consumption of alcoholic beverages
in dormitories and some other buildings on campuses.

(
LocaL GovT. Comm. Passes BiLLs

Local Government committee members okayed a bill Tuesday
which authorizes the city of Moorhead to construct and maintain certain
electrical power transmission systems.

As part of a continuing effort to revise and consolidate
municipal laws, the committee alsc passed an amended bill authored by
Senator Zlec Olson (Spicer) which will recodify municipal laws.

In other business, the committee discussed and amended a
law passed in 1974 that allows the Itasca County Board to be -the
governing body for certain townships for the purposes of creating a hos-
pital district.

Norse PoLrLuTioN AuTHOrITY MAY BE TRANSFERED

A bill to transfer noise regulation authority in agricultural
areas to the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture won
approval by an 8 to 5 roll call vote at a meeting of the Natural
Resources and Agriculture Committee Wednesday.

A reprecentative c¢f the Pollution Control Agency, which
currently has the authority to control noise pollution, testifed against
the bill.

In other business, the commititee passed a turtle protection
pill authored by Senator Ed Schrom (Alkany). The legislation stipulates
that only Minnesota residents are eligible for commercial turtle
licensing, thus prohibiting persons - from other states to trap and
transfer turtles to markets out of the state.

At a meeting Monday, committee members also voted to place
raccoons on the protected animal list. The bill would allow for
a "seasonal®” hunting period only.

lLocaL Funpine PLAN RevieweDd BY JoInT CoMM,

A joint house-senate committee voted Tuesday to consider a
proposal made by Governcr Anderson that gross earnings taxes received
by the state be given to local governments.

The committee is studying the possibility of using the
extra monies to meet rising ccsts and, at the same time, reducing
property taxes.

At present, local communities are allowed to increase their
spending by only six percent a year.

TeLepHONE SoLicIiTaTioN Biil Laip Over

Labor and Conmmerce committece members voted to lay over
a bill which would require those persons obhjecting to solicitations
for sale of merchandise to have a mark of some kind after their names
in the telephone directory.

2 representative from Northwestern Bell Telephone Company
testified against the bill.

+ R iet!
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SENATE FLoor AcTion - MonDAY

The Senate confirmed the following Governor's appointments:
--Donald G. Jackman, Arnold C. Anderson, Robert Irvine, Mary
Thornton Phillips to the State College Board A
-—-Charles L. Rafferty, Alton J. Gasper, Charles R. Weaver,
Marcia Bennett, Opal M. Petersen to the Metropolitan Council
--Harold Field, Carol Buckmann to the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency
--Katherine Sasseville as Public Service Commissioner
—--~John C. McKay as Director of the Minnesota Energy Commission
—--Lawrence Anderson as Director of the Public Service Commission
--E. I. Malone as Commissioner of the Department cof Labor
and Industry
-~Emmet Cushing as Commissioner of the Department of Employment
Services
--James Heltzer as Commissioner of the Department of Economic
Development

Passed - a bill authorizing state banks to acquire and lease

personal property to customers

- a bill covering administrative expenses relatlng to-

unemployment services and unemployment compensation

- a bill charging costs of inveotigation procedures
of the public service commission to telephone com-
panies

- a bill defining qualified voters for school district
elections

The Senate also passed and sent to the House three bills relatlng
to Local Government units. One House bill was passed.

i

STATE AD”'SORY A:DS STANDARDIZED

- Two subcommittee reports were passed as amended at a
meeting of the Governmental COperations committee Wednesday.

The first standardizes procedures and common language for
all state advisory boards, and the second stipulates procedures for
licensing and certifing boards.

In other business, the committee considered and laid over
a bill which provides preferential treatment for the productlon of
certain products for state use.

FpucaTtion ComM., Passes BILLS

Several bills were approved and recommended to pass by
the Education Committee this week.

At a meeting Monday, members okayed a bill which requires
each school district to make reports concerning the consumption of energy
to the commissioner of education. The bill permits extended time for
each school district to comply with the request.

Also passed was a bill which pernlts school districts to invest
monies which are currently not needed in its treasury or in securities
issued by the U. S. government.

A bill which appropriates to the Department of Education
$175,000 for payment of a deficiency in funds available for reimbursement
aids for shared time instructional programs was re-referred to the
Finance committee.

Senators approved a House bill which mandates that local
school districts provide bus transportation for both public and non-
public school children in the district or contiguous districts.

The committee also passed a bill that permits school boards
to lease rooms or school bhuildings for school purposes when necessary.

{MORE)
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FpucaTion Comm, (CONT)

In action Wednesday, the committee okayed a bill to
appropriate funds to the University of Minnesota Department of
Anthropology for the purpose of exploration and excavation of artifacts

- of early Viking visits to Minnesota. Mayor Vernon J. Bisson of
Alexandria testified in support of the bill.

Another bill which authorizes the state college board to
provide residence hall grants pasced, while a bill relating to
compulsory attendance and enforcement c¢f attendance rules was laid
over for further discussion.

SENATE FLOOR AcTiON-THURSDAY

The Senate approved the following Governor's Appointments:
--Grant Merritt as Executive Director of the Polliution Control
Agency
—--Jon Wefald as Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture
~-Robert Herbst as Commissioner of the Department of Natural
Resources

The Senate amended and recommended to pass H. F. 84, Veterans
Preference Bill.

SALARY INCREASES FOR LincoLN CoMMISSIONERS GRANTED

Local Government committee members passed a bill Friday
validating salary increases for Lincoln County Commissioners, retroactive
to January 1, 1975.

In other business, Senator Baldy Hansen, citing Mower County
as "a little bit of heaven" pleaded for a special purpose levy which
would allow the county to repair and maintain its bridges. Under an
1885 special law,; Mower County has the responsibility to build and maintain
all bridges in the county. Aware of the implications of such a special
purpose levy, the committee defeated a motion to pass the bill out of
committee. Committee chairman, Alec Olson suggested a number of possible
remedies to solve the "unigue" problem of Mower County.

StaTE ARTs CouncriL Brrt DEBATED

Opponents to the reorganization of the State Arts Council
testified before a Governmental Operaticns subcommittee Friday. The
bill, authored by Senator Ralph Doty (Duluth), is a response to a
finance report citing "significant conflict of interest" within the
Arts Council, incomplete bookeeping and unfair distriubtion of funds.

Representatives of the arts spoke against the 10 percent
restriction on the amount of funds one organization can receive and also
the membership requirement of one appointment from each of the eight
congressional districts as well as three appointed at-large.

Small art organizations said they couldn't afford minimum
wage payments to performers as required by the bill.

" The bill)imposes strict bookkeeping procedures and requires the
Council to distribute its funds "equitably according to population throughout
the geographical regions of the state.”

Missourt Law ScHooL Pror TESTIFIES

At a Friday meeting of the Metro and Urban Affairs Committee,
Professor Robert Freilich, Director of the Urban Legal Affairs Program at
the University of Missouri, spoke to committee members on the guestion
of urbanization and land use. His presentation clearly pointed out how
urban and regional development has occurred in the past and what must be
done by states and other governmental units to effectively implement
rplanned development.

Professor Freilich is recognized as a national authority on

L X
Hrinaenization and land use.
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NAT. REs. ComM. REJECTS GRAHEK APPOINTMENT

Committee members turned thumbs down on the appointment
of Dr. J. P. Grahek to the Environmental Quality Council
while narrowly approving the appointment of Grant Merritt
as Director of the Minn. Pollution agency. (p. 2)

OBJECTIONS AIRED TO HanDpeuUN CoNTROL RiILL

Some 20 opponents of handgun control legislation
testified Wednesday at a meeting of the Judiciary subcommit-
tee on Criminal Law and Corrections. (p. 2)

StaTEWIDE HUMAN SERVICES ProGRAM PROPOSED

Members of the Health, Welfare and Corrections Conmm.
approved legislation to change the Human Services Board
from a pilot project to a state program. {(pi2}

METRO AND OUTSTATE BoARD OF REGENTS APPTS. APPRGVED

Nominees for the University of Minnesota Board of
Regents were questioned by Education committee members
and approved for consideration by a Jjoint session. (p. 3)

METRO CounciL APPOINTMENTS 6o To SENATE FLOOR

Five council members won enthusiastic approval from
Metropolitan and Urkan Affairs committee members. ( p. 3)

D1SASTER RELIEF Proec=AM OKAYED BY Gov., Op. COMMITTEE

Governmental Operations committee members approved a
House bill which provides up to $2 million in federali and
state monies for individuals and -families suffering major
disasters.. (p. 3)

CoNSUMER SERVICES TRANSFER Stupiep By SUBCOMMITTEE

A bill which combines the consumer services section of
the Department of Commerce and consumer protection division
of the Attorney General's Office was approved. (p. 4)

SeLecT CommiTTEE To STupY CoST AND QUALITY OF MursIng HoMES
A special select committee has been formed to study
bproblems of nursing homes. It will function over the inter-

im inte the 1976 Session. (.ps 4)

MiniMum WAGE BooST APPROVED (p. 4)

HENNEPIN CounTy DeLecaTion DeRaTES SALARY CuT (p. 4)
INSURANCE BENEFITS FOR FANDICAPPED CHILDREN APPROVED (p. 5/
SENATE APPROVES JOINT AND PERMANENT RULES (p. 5)

SALES TAx HODIFICATION ProPOSED (p. 5)

OPPONENTS TO RETURNABLE CONTAINER LEGISLATION TESTIFY (p.6)

~ E . pJ A il o
LocaL Govt./Transe. CommiTrers Pass Diirs (n. 6
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GovernOR APPOINTEE ReJrcTeED Py NAT. REs., Ac. ComMm.

By an 11-4 roll call vocte, Natural Resources and Agriculture
Committee members turned thumbs down on Governor Anderson's appointment
of Dr. J. P. Grahek to the Minnesota Environmental Quality Council.

Opposition to Grahek's appointment surfaced when several
Senators raised doubts that a person with such an active interest in
area industrial development should be placed on a committee which
is designed to protect the environment.

‘ The committee's refusal to confirm Grahek stems from his
controversial stand advocating immediate copper-nickle mining on the
fringes of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area.

Committee chairman Roger Moe (Ada) stated that while the
committee respects Dr. Grahek's sincerity and frankness, "his basic
beliefs make him totally unacceptable as a member of a committee created
to protect the environment."

At a meeting Monday, Grant Merritt, Director of the Minnesota
Pollution Agency, won narrow approval by the committee. Several
rural Senators questioned Merritt about PCA policy which feasibly could
hurt Minnesota farmers.

A motion to table Merritt's appointment failed by an 8-6
vote.

In other action, committee members approved the appointments
cf Jon Wefald as Commissioner of the Dapartment of Agriculture; Robert
Herbst as Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources; and
Harold Field and Carol Buckman to the PCA Board.

A bill to outlaw certain methods of bear baiting was okayed
by the committee as was a bill which reguires any place serving meat
substitutes to indicate such on their menus.

OPPONENTS TO HANDGUN ConTROL PRESENT TESTIMONY

The Criminal Law and Corrections subcommittee heard testimony
Wednesday from copponents of a bill to regulate the possession and sale
of handguns. The bill is authored by Senate Majority Leader Nicholas
Coleman.

During the three-~hour hearing, more than 20 opponents raised
objections ranging from the charge that the bill is a vioclation of
a person's God-given right to bear arms to the complaint that the bill
is-a foot 'in the door that would lead to confiscation of all guns.

Opponents told the committee that the bill, which has the
~backing of Attorney General Warren Spannaus, would cost the taxpayers
too much money and would give too much discretion to local law enforce-
ment officers at the expense of citizens' right to privacy. Some argued
that the Twin Cities's newspapers have not been objective in their
reports and have published polls which erroneously show that 70 per cent
of the population favor the bill.

HuMan Services PirLL Passes ComMMITTEE

The Health, Welfare and Corractions Commiittee passed a bill
Tuesday that amends the state Human Services Act of 1973.

The bill sets legicglative policy to promote the development
of the human services boards and to have operational boards in all
87 counties by 1978. Provision is made for financial assistance to
counties and for general supervision and coordination by the State Plan-
ning Agency.

The effect of the legislation is to change the Human Services
Board from a pilot project to a state program.

P T T
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METRO AND OUTSTATF NomINEES To U oF M REGENTS BOARD
APPROVED

Education Committee members approved nominees from the
metropolitan area to the University of Minnesota Board of Regents at
a meeting Monday. They include George Latimer, Neil Sherburne, Robert
Latz and Wenda Mocre.

Senator Joseph O0'Neill (St. Paul) raised a question of
possible conflict of interest regarding Latimer's nomination. Latimer,
who is chairman of the fourth congres51onal district, said he believes
no conflict exists but would resign his chalrmanshlp if it takes too
much of his time.

Erwin Goldfind, Lauris Drenik, L.J. Lee, Lloyd Peterson
and Dr. David Utz were also confirmed Wednesday as outstate nominees
to the Board of Regents.

Lee, who was considered separately due to concern over
his actions concerning the U of M Presidential selection, stated again
that he had no reservations about his questioning cf candidates.

"There is a fine line between religion and morality," he
said, "so fine the two cannot be separated. He was approved by a .
12-2 vote.

A joint session of the House and Senate will meet later
thlS month to act on the nominations -

MeTrRo CounciL MemBErRs CONFIRMED

Metropolitan and Urban Affairs committee members- voted
unanimously to approve the appointments of five members to the Metro-
politan Council.

Marcia Bennett, DlStrlCt 13, and Opal Petelsen, Distriet 14,
both voiced uncertainty on the question of whether or not members
should be elected and not appointed to the Metropolitan Council.

Councilman Alton Gasper, representing District 8, stated
that present controls over the Council are suffrcvent to. prevent it
from overstepping its delegated authority.

Former state representative, Charles Weaver who represents
District 12 said he favors the appointed Council system and doubts
whether the Council could have made the decisions they have in the
past if they had been elected.

Charles Rafferty, District 3, also testified that a two-
year learning process is probably necessary for him to become an
effective council member.

The nominations now go to the Senate flcor for final approval.

$2 MiLL1on DisasTER ReLIEF Pros. Wins Comm. SuPPORT

A House bill which provides grant assistance for federal
disaster relief programs was okayed by the Senate Governmental Operations
Committee Monday.

At stake is a $2 million fund combining 75 percent in federal
monies and 25 percent in state monies to individuals and families
for relief when affected by major disasters. Persons would qualify
for assistance after first applying for funds such as loans through
the Small Business Administration.

The committee also considered a kill which provides for
heads of certain depdrtments and other governmental units in the
state (in the executive branch) to have terms coterminous with the
Governor. No action was taken.

(MORT)
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BiLL Yourp ComBINE CoNSUMER SERVICES

A bill which transfers the consumer services section from
the Department of Commerce to the Attorney General won approval at
a meeting of the Government Structure subhcommittee Wednesday. It -
will now be considered along with another bill authored by Senator
Robert North (St. Paul) at a meeting of the Governmental Operations
Committee. ‘

Authored by Baldy Hansen {Austin), the legislation attempts
to make government more understandable to the consumer by combining
the consumer services section of the Department of Commerce and the
consumer protection division of the Attorney General's office.

-— — -— - -— -

In other business, the subcommittee considered an amended
bill which would replace the present State Arts Council with a Board
of Arts, Crafts and Humanities. According to author Senator Ralph
Doty (Duluth), present law is vague and results in inadequate standards,
reporting methods, and unequal distribution of funds. He also indicated
that new legislation could remedy apparent conflicts of interest on
the present Council while revising the procedure for appointment of
the executive director.

Both proponents and oppbnents of the bill testified.

SELECT CoMMITTEE oN MNursing HoMmes FORMED

: A select committee to studyv the cost and quality of care
in nursing homnes, especially in the metropolitan area, has been appoint-
ed by Senator George Conzemius (Cannon Falls), chairman of the
Health, Welfare and Corrections Committee.

Chaired by John Milton (White RBear Lake), the committee will
have full subpeona powers and will be empowered to investigate several
areas of nursing home care. :

Conzemius said that the committee will make recommendations
to the Legislature this Session while carrying several projects over
the interim and into the 1976 Session.

MINIMUM YAGE BILL APPROVED

The subcommittee on Labor approved a bill Thursday which
would raise the present minimum wage of $1.80 to $2.10 an hour after
January 1, 1976 and $2.30 per hour after July 1, 1976. Persons under
18 years of age would also be eligible to receive full minimum wage
benefits. :

SALARY CuT ProPoSED FOR HENNEPIN OFFICIALS

The Hennepin County delegation considered a measure Monday
to cut salaries of the five Hennepin County Commissicners, the county
attorney, sheriff and two court administrators. Although the measure
did not gain the needed support to become a delegation bill, it was
debated for two hours.

The salary rollback was proposed by Senator Al Kowalczyk
(Brooklyn Park), who said it would return the power to grant raises
for county officials to the Legislature.

Commissioner Thomas Olson testified against the plan. He

stated that the pay raise commissioners voted themselves was the
same percentage increase afforded all county workers.

(MORE)
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INSURANCE BENEFITS FOR FMOTIONALLY HANDICAPPED PASSED

A bill to ensure that insurance benefits cover emotionally
handicapped children in residential treatment facilities as well as
hospitals passed out of the Senate Labor and Commerce Committee Tuesday.
According to bill author, George Conzemius (Cannon Falls), projected
increases in premium costs are minimal.

In other business, the committee sent to the floor a
bill which provides for summer employment of young persons for state and
local service. The measure calls for state funds to be used in
coordination with federal programs and monies.

The Labor subcommittee approved a bill Wednesday to raise
maximum jobless benefits in Minnesota by more than 30%. A similar
bill has also beén passed by the House. The legislation, if passed
by the full Senate, would increase top payment from $85 a week to
$113 a week.

SENATE APPROVES GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS

SeENATE AcTion - MonDAY. ~
The full Senate approved the following Governor's

appointments: 7
-=Timothy J. Penny~-State College Board
-~Arleen Nyclemoe-State Board for Community
Colleges
——Kﬂnneth Schoen-Commissioner of Department
of Corrections
~-Arthur C. Roemer-Commissioner of Revenue
~--Lawrence McCabe-Commissioner of the Department
of Aeroconautics
--Frank D. Marzitelli-State Highways Commis-.
! sioner ‘
SENATE ACTION - THURSDAY o ' o
The full Senate approved the appointments of John Boland
ag Chairman cf the Metropclitan Ccuncil and E. Peter Gillete,
Jr. as council member. : '

In other action, a bill requiring the licensing of
physicians, surgeons and osteopaths licensed to practice
in other states passed to the House. Also passed was a bill
which authorizes the Board of Medical Examiners to require
an examination in the basic sciences, and a bill which alters
compensation of county officers throughout the state.

The Senate, after lengthy debate, approved both the
permanent and joint rules.

The Senate will meet at 11:30, Monday, March 17.

MoDIFICATION OF SALES AND IncoMe TAXES PROPOSED

The Taxes and Tax Laws Committee passed a bill Monday that
will modify income tax laws on net incomes.

The committee also heard testimony from Revenue Commissioner

- Arthur Roemer on a bill pertaining tc sales tax regulations. The

bill will exempt all tips and gratuities from the salesg tax, but not
charges for services including in making objects. The bill also controls
non-resident contractors to assure that they pay sales tax for materials
they buy out of state for use in Minnesota.

BoARDS, CommIssions RILL PASSED

At meetings this week, the subcommittee on State Boards and
Commissions considered and passed a bill which standardizes procedures,
terms, per diems and other features for advisory committees at the
state level. The bill will now be considered by the Governmental Operations
Committee.

(MORE}
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TrANSPORTATION CommiTTEE PAsses Out BILLs

Transportation and General Legislation committee members
approved bills Monday and Wednesday to exempt certain vehicles from
license requirements and to provide special license plates for
handicapped persons.

In other action, the committee approved a bill which allows
local sheriffs and pclice chiefs tc regulate the use of explosives and
issue permits for use of explosives. :

The committee also okayed a bill which sets the Mewcrial
Day Holiday for May 31 ~

LOCAL BTlLS W Comr £ APPROVAL

_ Local Govprnment ~onm1ttee members paosed four bills out
of committee at a meeting Tuesday.

The first allowe for the St. Charles, NDover, Eyota Sanitary
Sewer District to levy up to 8 mills for continued operation.

The committee also approved a bill that authorizes the
city of Austin to establish and maintain a downtown mall.

‘ A bill to restore state aid for 1274 to the town of Taylor
passed committee. The town's county auditor inadvertently failed
to file a report of the county proceedings as required.

In other business, the committee okayed amendments to
d kill known as the Joint Powers Act by further defining the term
"governmental unit" and deLatlng certain present requlrements in the
‘statute.

OPPOSING TESTIMONY HeARD oN RETURNABLE CONTAINER LEGIS.

Some 27 opponents of legislation to outlaw nonreturnahle
containers testifed before a packed hearlnq ¢f the Environmental
Protection su commit ee Thursday evening.

Among those testifying against the bills, Burton Genesis of
the PollutLOq Control Agency told subcommittee members that they
should deal with the "whole" issue of solid waste and not concern
themselves with "issue-oriented' legislation which accounts for 3% of
the total problem.

St. Paul Mayor Lawrence Cohen also testified against the
bills stating that the current econcmic situation would not allow for
people who lost their jobs to f£ind new ones. He said the national
government should deal with the problem.
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