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Readers Comment:

Comments and suggestions on Interim from our recent survey:

... Gerry Turnquist of Cottage Grove said "keep up the good work, add more Info on legislative process
and how it functions." ... John Sutton of South St. Paul asks for "more in-depth Info on some bills" ...
Ms. Mariel Wolter of Minneapolis said "the photos are excellent, I use It as teaching material for my 8th
grade class." ... Mrs. Warren Leininger of Minneapolis wrote "I appreciate articles and Information on
the representatives so we can know their views and efforts" ... K. Mason of Minneepolls tells us "the
style and format with pictures and lots of quotes is good but there are still too many 'big words' for the
young and 'poorly read people. '" John Wertz of St. Cloud uses InterIm in the classroom and says
"the topical approach is great." Paul Sobon of West St. Paul tells us "I enjoy the Almanac section but
enlarge the 'New Laws' secton" Gordon Stobb of Brainerd commented that "government has a
responsibility to keep citizens informed."

Comments and suggestions are welcome. Please let us hear from you.

2



The Office of the Revisor of Statutes drafts,
engrosses, and enrolls bills, and publishes
Minllesota Statutes, a listing of all Minne­
sota laws. Here, Revisor of Statutes Steve
Cross explains what that means and gives
some history of the office.

The beginning
"A 1939 statute created the revisor s office,
making it one of the oldest Minnesota legis­
lative staff offices.

"Before 1939, and dating back to the foun­
dation of the state in the 1850's, publication
of the statutes happened in various ways.
Sometimes the state appointed a commission
(typically three lawyers and judges) who
would oversee the work, and compile the
statutes. Sometimes the Legislature enacted
that compilation making it an actual codified
set of laws.

"At other limes individuals took prior codifi­
cations and laws tbe Legislature pa sed in
the intervening time and fit them together in
some framework. Between 1927 and 1939, a
private publishing company published the
statutes. The organization of the statutes
varied, depending on who published them.
For a while the state publjshed annotations
to lhe sta tu tes.

"The 1929 version, the last one before the
creation of the revisor's office was a two vol­
ume set called Mason's Minnesota Statutes.
About every four years after that, lhey pub­
lished a supplement whieh just included laws
th~~ needed upda~ing. It didn't include a rep­
etItion of everything. By 1940, there were six
or seven volumes. A person had to look
through all of them to figure out what the
statutes were. It was a thoroughly confusing
situation.

"The 1939 Legislature decided the state
needed an officiaJ compilation of laws, so
tbey created the Office of Revisor of Stat­
utes. They put tbe office under the supervi­
sion of the Supreme Court, because at tbat
time, the Legislature met only every olher
year for a short period of lime. LegisJatures
didn't want stalf people here without uper­
vision between se sions. Since the statutes
were closely related to the law practice, the
Legislature saw the court as a natural over­
seer. The office remained with the Supreme
Court until about 10 years ago.

"At first· the office was smaU wi h onJy the
revisor and a secretary. The revisor began
putting together a compiled set of tatutes,
every four years. They published the first set
in 1940. The office tben started recodifying
the statutes. Tn other words, they went back
to the 1906 code, rework'ed everything, took
all the laws the Legislature enacted, struck
(removed) temporary laws and everything
that wasn t necessary, and came up with a
new set of statutes in 1942.

"They put together a report in 1943, which is
essentially an enacted code, but that was
never published. Tbere is only one copy
which is in the Secretary of State's Office. It
was enacted in 1944. In 1945, they published

the statutes, including the session laws of
1944. Theoretically, since then, the Revisor's
Office has taken the unpublished J944
enacted code and amended it on a continuous
basis. As a mailer of practical fact we take
the last edition of the statutes and update
that, we don't continually go back LO the
1944 edition.

Bill drafting
"At one lime, anyone could draft bills. fndi­
vidual legislators. lobbyist state depart­
ment , and local councils all drafted bills.
That changed about 15 years ago.

"When Governor Freeman was in office, he
had an extensive, complex bill to reorganize
the executive branch. AIter the Legislature
adopted it and Freeman signed i.t, the courts
declared it unconstitutional. The reason?
The bill Freeman signed didn't match the
bill the Senate passed, and the Senate bill
was ditTerent from the House bill.

SIeve Croee (at rt.), with etal1 aeeletante Collette
OUo and Jullon Zweber.

"When that happened, the Legislature said,
'We need someone who knows what they're
doing to draft bills. Since the Revisor's
Office codifies laws they presumably know
what a proper bill should look like.' The Leg­
islature made the office the bill drafting
agency for the Legislature.

"Interestingly, they imposed the new func­
tion on the office, but left it under the
Supreme Court. It was a peculiar situation.
The office was under the court but drafted
bills for the Legislature and codified legisla­
tive enactments. About 10 years ago, tJle
Legislature amended the statutes, making
the Revisor's Office a legislative agency
under the supervision of the Legislative
Coordinating Commission.

Engrossing and enrolling bills
"The office functions are essentially to draft
bills for the Legislature, and publish Mil/I/e­
sota Statutes, Mil/I/esota Staflltes Supple­
mel/t, and Session Laws. The office performs

various functions for the secretary of the
Senate and the chief clerk of the House. The
major function there i assisting them with
engrossing and enrolling bills. The clerk and
secretary send bills to the office, and using
our bill drafting system, we turn out a new
edition of the bill with tJle amendment incor­
poratcd into it.

"Engrossment is the process of incorporating
an amendment into the text of a bill after one
housl has amended it. It then goes to the
other house. Enrollment means both houses
have agreed on the text, the office inserts the
text into tbe bill, reprints it on ornate paper
and sends it to the governor. TcchllicalJy. tbe
process is the same-engrossment is for the
other body, enrollment is for the governor.

Examining other states' laws
'Other function of the office are: examining

other states' laws and keeping records on
their effect; giving a yearly report on deci­
sions of the Supreme Court or other courts,
which may have declared legislative enact­
ments unconstitutional or criticized them;
giving advice; on request, on the instruction
or interpretation of statutes. (We don't give
general legal advice; we only render opin­
ions, if requested.)

"We work for the Legislature. We do receive
requests from the governor and from state
department heads, but 95 percent of our bus­
iness comes from the Legislature."

Glossary of terms
Amendment - change, or addition to a bill
or law.

Annotations - explanatory notes to make
legal language easier to understand.

Code - a body of laws in systematic
arrangement for easy reference.

Codification - ystematic arrangement of
laws, for example, by chapter numbers in the
statute books.

Compilation - collection of statistics, facts,
or laws, sucb as in Minnesota Statutes.

Enact - to make into law through legisla­
tive action.

Enrolling - including amendments into a
bill and printing the complete text for signa­
ture by tbe governor, after botb the Senate
and lIouse have agreed on the contents of
the bill.

Engrossing - putting amendments i.n the
printed text of a bill after the House or Sen­
ate has approved the amendments. The bilJ
then goes to the other body (House or Sen­
ate) for action.

~ecodifying - rearranging, updating, list­
109 of laws for easier reference as in Mimle­
sota Statutes.

Statutes - published listing of Minnesota
laws.

Text - printed language (actual wording)
of a bill or law.
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What are the Energy Com­
mittee's recommendations to
the 1979 Legislature?
During December, the House Select
Committee on Energy made its
recommendations.
In the area of general renewable energy
and conservation, the committee
recommends:
-the Legislature create an Energy
Finance Board to make loans for con­
struction of renewable energy systems
and conservation projects.
-the Department of Economic Devel­
opment promote and support small busi­
nesses which utilize renewable energy
sources.
-the Legislature fund a study of the
long-range impacts of renewable energy
systems on jobs and Minnesota's
economy.
-the Legislature remove state taxes
which might restrict the use of renewa­
ble energy sources and provide tax
incentives for development of renewable
energy systems.
-Minnesota not tax, as income, federal
tax credits for energy conservation and
renewable energy systems.
-the Legislature enact a tax credit for
the purchase price of renewable energy
source property.
-the Legislature enact a tax credit for
the cost of insulation and other energy
conserving methods to residential struc­
tures people built before Jan. 31, 1976.
-the state start a pilot Energy Exten­
sion Agent Program with agents serving

rural, suburban and urban localities.
-the Legislature require that new state
buildings make use of renewable energy
systems.
-the Department of Administration
and the Minnesota Energy Agency
(MEA) determine which buildings
could use renewable energy systems.
-MEA study the effects of zoning
practices and building codes on the utili­
zation of renewable energy systems.
-the state determine if the minimum
amount of glazing (windows) the build­
ing code requires for residences could be
less..
-the state design a course for building
code inspectors on the proper installa­
tion and operation of wood burning
appliances' and solar energy systems.
-state examinations for architects and
engineers include questions that show
that applicants have knowledge of
energy efficient construction and the use
of passive solar technology.
-the MEA examine the costs and feasi­
bility of establishing a rating system for
classes of renewable energy systems.
-the Legislature move more aggres­
sively in supporting small scale projects
demonstrating the application of renew­
able energy systems and energy
conservation.

In the area of renewable energy-solar:
-the Minnesota Housing Finance
Agency increase its activities in financ­
ing solar energy systems.
-the Legislature develop definitions for
active and passive solar energy systems.
-the state building code urge new con­
struction of single family residences and
duplexes allow for the installation of
solar active energy systems.
-the Legislature consider a sun rights
nuisance clause.
-the MEA expand information on the
benefits and technology of passive solar
energy systems.
-the plumbing service in new single
family residences facilitate the future
hook-up of a solar water heating system.

In the area of renewable energy-wood:
-the Legislature study state-owned
heating plants which could convert to
wood burning plants.
-the Legislature establish a task force
to research the feasibility of a small-to­
medium-sized wood fired electrical gen­
erating plant.
-municipalities removing diseased
trees make tree material, that may be
useful as firewood, available to the gen­
eral public.
-the Legislature prevent any munici­
pality from restricting fuelwood storage

i
I

I
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unless such storage would present a dis­
ease or sanitation problem.
-when public utilities, local units of
government, or state departments cut
wood usable as firewood, members of
the general public get an opportunity to
harvest the firewood for personal use.
-the Legislature promote forestation
of plains areas.
-the Legislature encourage the plant­
ing and management of wind breaks.

In the area of conservation-energy
audits of public buildings:
-the Legislature redefine the term
"survey" and change the energy audit
program so that schools and local units
of government would do an energy audit
only if the inexpensive "building energy
report" shows there is a need for the
audit.

In the area of renewable energy-meth­
ane, hydro power, gasohol, and wind:
-the MEA conduct an analysis of the
potential for methane production from
urban solid waste, sewage sludge, and
diseased wood.
-the Legislature fund an inventory and
assessment of the energy and economic
potential of existing dam sites in
Minnesota.
-the Legislature give ongoing consid­
eration to the economic and energy fea­
sibility of producing and using gasohol
in Minnesota.
-the Legislature explore the potential
use of existing facilities capable of the
manufacturing of alcohol for the pro­
duction of gasohol.
-the Legislature assess the potential of
wind as an energy source for Minnesota.

In the area of emergency energy cost
assistance, the committee recommends
that the Legislature:
-amend the Circuit Breaker by adding
provisions for an income-adjusted credit
for the cost of heating fuels.
-design a state-funded program to sup­
plement federal fuel assistance pro­
grams.
-establish an ongoing program of fuel
cost assistance to aid low and fixed
income persons and families.

In the area of utilities and utility reg­
ulation:
-the Public Service Commission
(PSC) report to the Legislature each
year on the utility rate cases where the
final commission report differed from
the hearing examiner's recommen­
dations.
-the Legislature look into the organi­
zation and operation of the PSC and the
Department of Public Service (DPS).

-the PSC send a copy of all fuel adjust­
ment filings to the Department of
Commerce.
-the Legislature prohibit termination
of residential utility service, fuel oil, or
LP gas deliveries during the winter
months.
-utilities exclude Construction Work
in Progress (CWIP) from the utility rate
base.
-utilities exclude all charitable contri­
butions by utilities from the rate base.
-the PSC prepare a formula for
refunds of overcharges utilities collect
under bond.
-the PSC continue its present practice
of ordering refund procedures.
-the Legislature monitor current PSC
studies to determine how alternate rate
schemes would affect utilities and
customers.
-the PSC allow rate structures within
the residential class which encourage
effective load management.
-utilities assess a periodic customer or
service charge on all utility customers.
-the PSC approve utility procedures
for estimating customer energy use.
-the MEA do a study of the impacts of
widespread use of renewable energy sys­
tems on utilities and utility rate struc­
tures.
In the misc!'!lIaneous areas of energy sup­
ply emergency powers, district heating,
earth shelter, coal use and transporta­
tion, and nuclear plant decommissioning:
-the Legislature define powers and
procedures for an energy supply
emergency.
-the Legislature appropriate matching
funds for the completion of the MEA
study on large scale hot water district
heating in the metropolitan area.
-the Legislature discourage discontin­
uation of district heating utility opera­
tions unless termination is the best
action.
-the Legislature support continued
development of the University's district
heating and power project.
-local units of government grant vari­
ances where feasible for earth sheltered
homes.
-the MEA monitor and support
research into methods of utilizing coal
in economical and environmentally sat­
isfactory ways.
-the Legislature fund a study of poten­
tial problems relating to the state's
responsibility for decommissioning
nuclear power plants.
The committee changed the term "alter­
native energy systems" to "renewable
energy systems" at the last meeting.
Some groups felt the term renewable
was more specific than alternative for
the committee's recommendations.

Is the Minnesota Student
Association's method for
evaluating teachers an effec­
tive process?
At a Nov. 27 Higher Education Curric­
ulum subcommittee meeting, University
student, Terry Marchiniak, gave a brief
history of the teacher evaluation proc­
ess. He said evaluations covered two­
thirds of the University's courses, and
87 percent of the departments used the
evaluations in tenure decisions.
In 1977, MSA (Minnesota Student
Association) gave the student evalua­
tion method $6,000 in funds. Informa­
tion about the evaluation process is
available in a tabloid, "The Student
Survival Kit," Marchiniak said.
There is controversy between the stu­
dent evaluation method and the admin­
istration evaluation method.
Marchiniak said, although there was
considerable cooperation between stu­
dents and University personnel earlier,
cooperation has decreased. There have
been time delays in computer analysis
and the University now charges $3,000
for computer services, he said.
Marchiniak is seeking support for the
student evaluation project from Univer­
sity regents. He said that without regent
support it will be impossible to get
financial backing for the project.
Vice President Henry Kofler spoke for
the University administration. He said
he offered to work with the students, but
they declined the offer, which forced
him to oppose the student evaluation
project.
He doesn't oppose evaluations and oper­
ates a course evaluation process through
his office, Kofler said.
Kofler is against the student evaluations
project because of the measurement
methods students use. He said the meth­
ods do not measure what the professor
knows, or what the students learn; it
measures student likes and dislikes of
teachers. Some of the low ratings of
teachers are due to a small return of
questionnaires, according to Kofler. He
said, in 1500 of the teacher evaluations,
less than five students returned the
forms; and in 50 percent of the cases,
less than 10 students returned
questionnaires.
Kofler said there may also be legal prob­
lems with publishing the information.
He said the administration's evaluations
are not available for public use unless
the teacher agrees to let the information
go public.
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What is the interrelationship
between the medical and
chiropractic professions?
The Health and Welfare subcommittee
on Health Care studied this issue during
the interim. Subcommittee members
heard testimony, reviewed the curricula
of the chiropractic and medical schools,
and identified issues which need more
research. Because of time limitations
and the controversy of the issue, the sub­
committee could not study all factors,
but members came up with recommen­
dations to the 1979 Legislature.
In its final report, the subcommittee said
the Legislature should not change the
statutes relating to the practice of chiro­
practic unless either a judicial decision
interprets the scope of the chiropractic
statutes, or the Legislature studies in­
depth the role of chiropractic.
According to the subcommittee, the
route of judicial decision is not the
answer. Instead the Legislature should
create a commission to fully study the
role of chiropractic in 'providing health
care. The subcommittee included, in the
final report, specific factors the commis­
sion should study.
According to the report, the commission
should:
-Review an analysis of the educational
programs at the Northwestern College
of Chiropractic and the University of
Minnesota Medical School
-Include physical therapy and dietetics
in the study.
-Determine what health services chiro­
practic practice actually provides and
what patients expect from chiroprac­
tors. The subcommittee suggests the
commission do this by interviewing chi­
ropractors and sending questionnaires to
chiropractic patients.
-Study the qualifications necessary to
provide physical therapy and nutritional
counseling services.
-Review how to test the competency of

6

those providing the services.
In order to identify the role of chiroprac­
tic in the health care system, the sub­
committee feels it is necessary to have a
better understanding of services physi­
cians provide. The subcommittee's
fourth recommendation is, therefore,
that the commission review the medical
profession.
The subcommittee also suggests the
commission do a cost analysis of chiro­
practic services as they compare to med­
ical services, because some research has
suggested that the cost of chiropractic
treatment is less than medical
treatment.
Another area the subcommittee feels
needs more study is occupationallicens­
ing laws and practices of health-related
professions. The panel recommends the
commission include a study of the effec­
tiveness of chiropractic treatment.

What is the Emergency Medi­
cal Services licensing bill?
The Emergency Medical Services
Licensing Bill is a proposal the special
joint subcommittee on Emergency Medi­
cal Services reviewed, in draft form, at
its last interim meeting. The bill would:
-eliminate the licensing of nonemer­
gency ambulances.
-continue the licensing of emergency
ambulances and create two new catego­
ries of service - basic life support and
advanced life support.
-forbid operators from asking an
emergency patient about ability to pay.
-allow stricter local ambulance
standards.
-provide more definite criteria for the
issuance of new emergency licenses.
A spokesman from the Minnesota Sen­
ate Counsel said transportation for the
handicapped, and for those who don't
need medical attention during transport,
is not a health problem, but a transpor­
tation problem.
He said that licensing and regulation of
these services, and special requirements
to receive Medicaid reimbursement,
may have helped create the abuses and
overuse of medical transportation.
Under current law, "nonemergency
ambulance service" means transporta­
tion to or from a health facility for
examination, diagnosis, treatment, ther­
apy or consultation. It includes
wounded, injured, sick, invalid, or inca­
pacitated persons, or expectant mothers.
Committee testimony showed that costs
for nonemergency medical transporta­
tion in the Twin Cities area can range
from $45 to $120 for a round trip.
According to the Counsel, the proposed
committee bill eliminates the licensing
of nonemergency vehicles as ambu-

lances. This would allow other trans­
porters to offer taxi-van service.
Committee members feel this would
probably lower the overall cost of trans­
porting the elderly and disabled.
Brad Rieves, Kost Ambulance,
Mankato, said profits from nonemer­
gency runs subsidize emergency ambu­
lance service. "If nonemergency services
were open to competition, the cost of
emergency services would be too great,"
he said. Other ambulance operators
agreed with Rieves and opposed the pro­
posed change eliminating the licensing
of nonemergency vehicles.
Robert Randel, director of Minnesota
Medicaid, Department of Public Wel­
fare, said that 1978 laws prohibit wel­
fare recipients who can walk from using
ambulance services for nonemergency
trips. The 'laws allow welfare payments
for bus or taxi trips to medical facilities
for people who can't walk, and they
direct the department to set up tempo­
rary and emergency rules for medical
transportation.
The subcommittee met throughout the
interim to investigate the high cost of
ambulance transportation and will
introduce the Emergency Medical Ser­
vices Licensing bill during the 1979
session.

These committees also met since the last
printing of Interim:
APPROPRIATIONS
The Health Welfare and Corrections Division
conducted a hearing Oct. 13 at St. Peter
State Hospital in St. Peter, Minnesota to
review a Department of Public Welfare per­
sonnel project, and the project's architect.
COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
The full committee toured the Dayton-Hud­
son Corporation Credit Department on Oct.
12.
GENERAL LEGISLATION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS
The Joint Vietnam Era Veterans Task Force
met Oct. 11. Members heard testimony from
representatives of various groups who
addressed a wide range of issues relating to
the concerns of the Vietnam veterans.
JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON
SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTE
The committee met Nov. 14 to discuss the'
Solid and Hazardous Waste study. Members
reviewed EPA rules and regulations hear­
ings, sludge findings from the Science and
Technology staff, and heard comments from
the Waste Control Commission on sludge
management plans.
TRANSPORTATION
The full committee met Oct. 16 to review the
Lafayette Bridge, and other bridge mainte­
nance and inspection. Keith Benthin and
Ray Cekella from the Department of Trans­
portation gave presentations.



For the first time in the state's history,
there is no majority party in the Minne­
sota House.
The House has 134 members, usually
coming from two major political par­
ties, Democratic Farmer Labor (DFL)
and Independent Republican (IR). In
November 1978, the people of Minne­
sota elected 67 DFL'ers and 67 IR's to
the Minnesota House.
Normally, following an election, each
party elects a leader from its own
group, or caucus. They become the
majority and minority leaders. Then, on
the first day of the legislative session,
the entire membership elects a
Speaker, a member of the majority
party, who assumes the top leader­
ship position in the House.

Under interpretation of the rules of the
House, the Speaker selects commit­
tee members and chairmen for the
standing committees, except for the
Committee on Rules and Legislative
Administration. Traditionally, the
chairman of that committee has been
the majority leader.
The Committee on Rules and Legisla­
tive Administration recommends the
rules by which the House will govern
itself and approves hiring of staff to
work with committees and to run the
day-to-day business of the House.
As members introduce proposed legis­
lation, the Speaker assigns House File
numbers to these proposals (bills),
and sends them to the various commit­
tees for study and recommendation to

the full House. The business of the
House then gets underway as the
majority party takes on its responsibil­
ities in the lawmaking process.
When the Nov. 1978 election left the
House without a majority, members of
each party elected a leader. The lead­
ers selected four-member teams to
meet with them to negotiate for the
division of power in the House and to
work out a system for selecting a
Speaker, committees and committee
chairmen.

On Nov. 21, with Rep. Irvin Anderson
(DFL-Int'l Falls) and Rep. Rod Searle
(IR-Waseca) as chairmen, meetings
began.
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e'll accept your proposal," Representative

Irvin Anderson (DFL-Int'l Falls) said, Sun­
day, Jan. 7. His statement announced the end

of a series of history-making meetings that had
brought DFL-IR negotiators to an agreement on the division
of power in an evenly divided Minnesota House of
Representatives.

The legislators had met 21 times since Nov. 21. Each side
had presented almost that many proposals on how they
thought the two parties should share the power. Until Jan. 7,
neither side could agree on anyone proposal.

Two events could have tipped the balance and given either
side a one-vote edge in electing a Speaker and organizing the
House: (1) an election contest in Dakota County, and (2) the
hospitalization of a DFL member; but the House stayed at
67-67.

Team members agreed there were four major areas of power
in the House: the office of Speaker and chairmanships of the
Rules and Legislative Administration, Tax, and Appropria­
tions Committees. Dividing those four areas to the satisfac­
tion of both caucuses, was the task facing the negotiating
teams.

Early in negotiations, the legislators agreed to reduce the
Speakers' powers. Representative Harry Sieben (DFL- Has­
tings) summed it up: "The Speaker now has the guts of the
powers of the House, but Democrats aren't going to stand for
a strong Republican Speaker, and you (the IR's) won't stand
for a strong Democratic Speaker.

"I believe in a strong Speaker, and I don't like to strip away
his powers," Sieben said. "That's not the best way to run the
House. But with a tie, I see no other way we can do it."

Traditionally, the office of Speaker has been a powerful one.
.' The Speaker's power comes through the rules of the House,

from House-Senate joint rules, and from Minnesota
Statutes.

The statutes give the position such powers and responsibili­
ties as appointing legislators to statutory commissions, spe­
cial committees, and boards.

Under House rules, the Speaker is the presiding officer. He
Rep. Rod Searle



recognizes members on the floor, and he has all the gen­
eral powers of a presiding officer under parliamentary
procedure.
The Speaker directs the chief clerk in prep~ration of gen­
eral orders. He prepares the schedule of regular commit­
tee meetings, and has overall control of the House
chamber, corridors, passages, and designated meeting
rooms.
It's the Speaker who appoints committees, committee
chairmen, membership of standing committees, and con­
ference committees. He signs all acts, addresses, joint

DFL negotiators await decision

resolutions, writs, warrants, and subpoe­
nas. He is the presiding officer at joint
conventions.
Negotiators agreed that both caucuses
should share most of these powers. Under
the signed agreement, the Speaker will
still make all appointments to statutory
commissions, special committees and
boards; but in making appointments of
members of the opposite caucus, he will
follow the recommendations of that
caucus.
The Speaker will not appoint the commit­
tees of the House. The negotiated docu­
ment listed those. He will not appoint
committee chairmen, nor members to the
committees. Each caucus will make those
appointments.
He will continue to refer bills to commit­
tees after their first reading, but if the
chief author of a bill, or either caucus
leader objects, the bill will go to the com­
mittee on Rules and Legislative
Administration.
The Committee on Rules and Legislative
Administration must act within five legis­
lative days, or the Speaker's referral
stands. The Speaker will share his
appointment power of conference commit­
tees with the chairman of Rules and Legis­
lative Administration, and each caucus
will appoint members from its own group.
On Monday, Jan. 8, each caucus, and the
full House, approved the negotiated agree­
ment. House members elected Rep. Rod
Searle (IR- Waseca) Speaker of the
House, and through the signed agreement,
House members appointed Rep. Irvin
Anderson (DFL caucus leader) chairman
of the Committee on Rules and Legislative
Administration.
About the agreement, Searle said, "It's as
evenly balanced as we could get."
Anderson said, "I am totally satisfied with
the content."
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Rep. Richard Kostohryz

Rep. Carl JohnsonRep. James Casserly

James Casserly (Mpls)
"I think the agreement is very reasonable under
the circumstances. The House should be well
run because of it. I thought that the process was
frustrating and monotonous, but ultimately
rewarding. "

Negotiators talk about it.

AI Patton (Sartell)
"It's a fair negotiation. Both the DFL and IR have
substantial powers in the operation of the House
and the ability to enact legislation. I feel that
Rep. Searle demonstrated extreme fairness in
his proposals to the DFL in keeping with Rep.
Searle's tradition of fairness. Rep. Anderson did
a fantastic job and was a statesman in his action
in accepting the proposal as well as having
great input into the entire negotiation process."

Carl Johnson (St. Peter)
"I am very pleased with the negotiated settle­
ment. Not because I think it is the only way it
could have gone, but it is one of the ways; and I
think it is fair to both the IR's and DFL. That does
not solve all the problems of the session. We still
have a 67-67 tie, and a negotiated settlement is Rep. Harry Sieben, Jr.
not any kind of guarantee that the session will
run smoothly or not run smoothly. It is simply a
system by which we can operate. The burden of
passing legislation with a close margin yet
remains. We ought to understand that the failure
or success of this session is not dependent
upon that negotiated settlement. Personally, I
can say that negotiating a settlement like that
isn't what you would call fun. It is a job that
needs to be done. I might compare it to cleaning
a calf pen on the farm. It is no fun doing the job.
The only enjoyment you get is having the job
done. Personally, that's how I feel about having
served on that negotiations committee."

The agreement and
the experience

The Democratic/Farmer/Labor (DFL)
negotiators: Caucus Leader Irvin
Anderson, Reps. Harry Sieben, Carl
Johnson, James Casserly and Richard
Kostohryz. DFL alternates: AI Patton,
Lyndon Carlson, John Sarna and Carl
Kroening.

Harry Sieben, Jr. (Hastings)
"I'm confident thilt the agreement is a fair work­
ing relationship between the Republicans and
Democrats, and it will allow us to share power on
an almost equal basis. I think it will provide for
an orderly method to transact the business of
the House and the state."
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Rep. Gerald Knickerbocker

The Independent-Republican (IR) nego­
tiators: Caucus Leader Rod Searle, Reps.
Gerald Knickerbocker, Bruce Nelsen,
Douglas Carlson, Bob Anderson. IR
alternate: William Dean.

Rep. Bruce Nelsen

Rep. Bob Anderson

Gerald Knickerbocker (Hopkins)
"I think under the unusual circumstances the
agreement represents a fair distribution of
power in the House. I think the rules we've
agreed to, as to how we conduct ourselves over
the next two years, insure each side that the
other side is not able to take advantage of them
or any situation they might find themselves in. I
think both sides can be comfortable with what
was agreed to. It represents a sharing of the
power and a sharing of the responsibility for the
legislative process which is really the way it had
to be. It was just the question of arriving at some
sort of a weight that each side felt was fair, or at
least as close to fair as possible, something
they could agree with and feel that the majority
of their caucus could accept."

Bruce Nelsen (Staples)
"Well, I guess I'm thrilled about both the agree­
ment and the experience as a negotiator. We're
settled and the House is beginning to get organ­
ized. Although it was a very trying experience,
being a negotiator for those long weeks, looking
back on it now, after getting a good night's
sleep, I guess there's no place you could ever
get a crash course on how the House of Repre­
sentatives is organized any quicker, faster, or
better than in those meetings."

Douglas Carlson, (Sandstone)
"It was a new experience that I will always
remember. In some ways, it was frustrating and
yet challenging, and ultimately very rewarding.
Overall, I guess the agreement was the best that
could be accomplished at the present time. As
one of the I-R negotiators, I cannot say that I'm
totally satisfied with the outcome because of a
couple of the changes that were made after I,
personally, thought we had an agreement. By
that, I mean changes that were made in the last
24 hours of the negotiations. Based on those
last minute changes, I'm not totally satisfied that
we have the very best agreement we could have
gotten."

Bob Anderson (Ottertail)
"Representing our caucus as a member of the
committee that negotiated the House Organiza­
tion Contract was an honor and a responsibility.
Our goal was to create a structure that would
allow the House to represent a duality of philos­
ophy and responsibility. We succeeded in that
we followed the direction of the people. We
divided the leadership, committee chairs and
committee assignments to provide effective
sharing of crucial legislative responsibility. We
look forward to making the contract a lasting
and effective instrument."
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This agreement, consisting of 17 pages, has been signed and ratified

this~ day of January, 1979·

the
agreement

Speaker of the House
Rod Searle
"I think the agreement is a
fair document for both sides.
As I said on the floor of the
House, in my acceptance
speech, it is a reaffirmation
of the democratic process. It
shows that reasonable peo­
ple can get together and
hammer out an agreement.

"I think members of both
sides can look at that docu­
ment and show that the
other side got more. One of
our great difficulties was try­
ing to determine the weight
of the various committees,
personalities, positions,
changes of rules, and trying
to mix all of those together
to come up with something
that satisfied ten people ­
and, then, sell it to sixty
others. I think it was a
remarkable accomplishment,
and I don't want to ever go
through it again."

by:

OFL - IR PROPOSAL FOR HOUSE ORGANIZATION

Contract I Corrmi ttee Structure,
Rules COlTl1littee and Speaker

January 3. 1979. As Amended January 7. 1979

by:

m~fij/~
8ruce Nelsen

DFL Caucus Leader
Irvin N. Anderson,
chairman-
Rules Committee
"The DFL caucus is pleased
with the negotiated agree­
ment. We didn't get every­
thing we had hoped for, but
we believe it is fair and equi­
table to both sides. The role
of negotiator this time was
far different than under ordi­
nary circumstances. Both
sides were obviously trying
to gain, you might say, the
upper hand, to accomplish
certain goals. It made it diffi­
cult to negotiate, because
those goals were tied to leg­
islative proposals. Although
you don't really know what
all the issues will be, I
thought we succeeded in
obtaining chairmanships of
committees where we can
have major involvement to
provide tax relief and enact
programs badly needed by
the people.

"So, overall the agreement
is fair and I think under the
circumstances, it is reason­
able. In November I pre­
dicted that it would be a
difficult task, that at times it
would lead us to the edge of
despair. Both sides, I'm sure,

, sometimes had reservations
about whether or not either
one was willing to negotiate,
and, yet, a workable agree­
ment was what we both
wanted."

The January 8 signed agreement divided the
powers of the House.

DFL
Chairmanships:
• Rules and legislative Administration Committee
(one vote majority on the oommiltee. There will be a subcommillea with 10 mllmbers.
five members from each ceucus. which will approve amendmenta to the rules of the
Houee and tho agreoment. The full committee can aonsldor omendments bul cannot
smend or defeat them).

• Tax Committee (one vole majorily)

• Appropriations Committee
other committees/divisions:
• Agriculture
• Education
• Environment and Natural Resources
• Financial Institutions and Insurance
• General legislation and Veterans Affairs

other committees/divISIO~S: • Governmental Operations
• Commerce, Economic Development and Housing J d" "

• U IClary
• Cri~i~al Jdua::cl~ • laborIManagement Relations
• Hea t an e are . • Transportation
• Local and Urban Affairs ...

h Ed t· d· I " f Ed t· • School Aids diVISion of Education• Hlg er uca Ion IV Slon 0 uca Ion

Chairmanships:
Divisions of Tax Committee:

• Property and Natural Resources
Tax division

• Income and Sales Tax division
(one vole majority In each)

Divisions of Appropriations Committee:
• Education division
• State Departments division
• Semi-State division
• Health, Welfare & Corrections division

IR
• Speaker of the House

12



MINNESOTA
HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES

1979-1980
MEMBERSHIP

LIST

Rep. Rod Searle (IR)-Speaker of the House

Rep. Gerald C. Knickerbocker-IR caucus
leader, IR floor leader

Rep. Irvin N. Anderson (DFL)-Chairman,
Committee on Rules and Legislative
Administration, DFL caucus leader

Rep. Harry Sieben, Jr.-DFL floor leader

1979-1980 MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE

House Membership-by district number

lA Nysether 148 Murphy 2BA Essu 418 Rothenberg 55A Fudro
lB Corbld 15A Anderson, D. 2BB Dempsoy 42A Judo 558 Sarna
2A Stsdum 158 Anderson, G. 29A Plopho 42B Searles 56A Casserly
2B Eken 16A Niehaus 29B Wigley 43A Helnllz 568 Long
3A Anderson, I. 168 Brinkman 30A KsliB 43B Hoap 57A Kahn
3B Prahl 17A Patlon 30B Searle 44A Carlson, L. 578 Greenflold
4A Ainley 178 Pehler 31A HeukooB 44B Adame 5BA Doan
4B Shorwood l8A Wolch 31B Reding 45.A Schreiber 5BB Otis
5A Elloll lBB McEachern 32A Blersdorf 458 Ellingson 69A Ber911n
5B Mlnne 19A Clawson 32B Friedrich 46A McCerron 59B Noison, K.
6A Beglch 19B Weaver 33A Kalay 46B Simoneau 60A Clark
6B Battaglia 20A Welker 33B Zubsy 47A Jacoba 60B Enebo
7A Mungar 20B Ludeman 34A Stowell 47B V06B 6lA Crandall
7B Jaros 21A JohnBon. D. 34B Stoa 4BA Novak 61B Norman
8A Lahto 21B Den Ouden 35A Redalon 4BB Rose 62A Wynia
BB Borkelman 22A Kvam 36B Wieser 49A Valento 628 Fritz
9A Hoberg 22B Onnen 36A McDonsld 49B ReU 63A Farlcy
9B Valan 23A Albrecht 36B RoeB 50A Lovl 638 Drow

lOA Evsns 23B Johnson, C. 37A Hokanson SOB Kostohryz 64A Ostholl
lOB Anderson, Bob 24A Vanasek 378 Swanson 51A Lsldlg 64B Byrno
l1A Aasnes& 24B Luknlc 3BA Blatz 51B Sieben, M. 65A Norton
l1B Flosllen 25A Svlggum 3BB Peterson 52A Metzen 65B Moe
12A Nelsen, B. 258 Mehrkens 39A Forsythe 52B Sieben, H. 66A Waldorf
12B Wenzel 26A Anderson, BUlZ 3gB Plossant 53A Kempe 66B Kelly
13A Thiede 268 Erickson "lOA Ewald 53B Halberg 67A Pavlak
13B Nelsen, M. 27A Menn "lOB Knickerbocker 54A Kroanlng 67B Tomlinson
14A Carlson, D. 27B Jannlngs 41A Olssn 54B Rica

Senate Membership-by district number

1 HanBon 15 Strand 29 Uoland 42 Pillsbury 55 Stokowskl
2 Moe 16 Schrom 30 Penny 43 Staplos 56 Tennessen
3 Lessard 17 Klelnbaum 31 NelBon 44 Humphrey 57 Spesr
4 Wlllat 18 Dunn 32 Frederick 45 Luther 58 °9dahl
5 PerpIch 19 Anderson 33 Braleas 46 Schaaf 59 Keele, S.
6 Johnson 20 NlcholB 34 Lau'onburgar 47 Merriam 60 Davies
7 Solon 21 Setzepfandt

36 Gundorson 48 Ashbsch
B Ulland 22 Bornhegen 61 Knoll

9 Siliers 23 Rennoko 38 Schmitz 49 Knaak 62 Dloterlch

10 Peterson 24 Purteerst 37 Kirchner 50 Hughes 83 Siololl

11 Olhort 25 En910r 38 Benedict 51 Sikorski 64 Slumpf

12 Wegenor 26 Manning 39 Bang 52 Vegs 65 Coleman
13 Rued 27 Olson 40 Keofe, J. 53 Knutson 66 Chenoweth
14 Chmlolewskl 28 Jon~en 41 Lewis 54 Georly 67 McCutoheon



House Members
AASNESS, Paul D (IR)
District 11A

Rt 1
Wendell 56590
(218) 369-2660
Occupation: farmer

ADAMS, Leo G (DFL)
District 44B
7200 39th Ave N
New Hope 55427
(612) 533-5185
Occupation: engineering supervisor

BATTAGLIA, David P (DFL)
District 6B
1803 7th Ave
Two Harbors 55616
(218) 834-3014
Occupation: teacher

BEGICH, Joseph R (DFL)
District 6A
1001 2nd St W
Eveleth 55734
(218) 741-3873
Occupation: ass't. general
foreman/maintenance

I

CARLSON, Lyndon R (DFL)
District 44A
5819 Halifax Ave N
Brooklyn Center 55429
(612) 533·0026
Occupation: teacher

CASSERLY, James R (DFL)
District 56A
1100 Vincent Ave N
Minneapolis 55411
(612) 522-7088
Occupation: attorney

AINLEY, John A (lR)
District 4A
203 3rd St. E

Park Rapids 56470
(218) 732-5626
Occupation: businessman

ALBRECHT, Raymond J (IR)
District 23A
Brownton 55312
(612) 328-5375
Occupation: farmer

ANDERSON, Bob (IR)
District 10B
Box 28
Ottertail 56571
(218) 495-2509
Occupation: businessman

ANDERSON, Bruce W (Buzz) (DFL)
District 26A
3316 Maple Ave
Slayton 56172
(507) 836-8660
Occupation: teacher

ANDERSON, Delbert F(IR)

District 15A
Rt 2, Box 57
Starbuck 56381
(612) 239-2700
Occupation: farmer

ANDERSON, Glen H (DFL)

District 15B
Rt I, Box 9
Bellingham 56212
(612) 568-2573

Occupation: farmer

ANDERSON, Irvin N (DFL)
District 3A
909 13th St
International Falls 56!l49
(218) 283-2416

Occupation: paper inspector

BERGLlN, Linda L (DFL)
District 59A
2309 Clinton Ave S
Minneapolis 55404

(612) 874-0085
Occupation: graphic design

BERKELMAN, Thomas·R (DFL)

District 8B
1830 Melrose Ave E
Duluth 55803
(218) 724-3675
Occupation: director public & indus·
trial relations

BIERSDORF, John S (IR)
District 32A
422 Cedar St N
Owatonna 55060
(507) 451-9077
Occupation: insurance / agriculture

BLATZ, Kathleen A (IR)
District 38A
200 96th St W
Bloomington 55420
(612) 684-8679
Occupation: psych. soc. worker

BRINKMAN, Bernard J (DFL)
District 168

Box 458
Richmond 56368
(612) 597-2328
Occupation: retail merchant

BYRNE, Peggy (DFL)
District 64B
500 Van Buren
St Paul 55103
(612) 489-5910
Occupation: student / legislator

CARLSON, Douglas W (lR)
District 14A
Sandstone 55072
(612) 245-2946

Occupation: farmer/veterinarian

CLARK, Janet H (DFL)
District 60A
3025 Cedar Ave S
Minneapolis, 55407
(612) 724-5555
Occupation: former teacher

CLAWSON, John T (DFL)
District 19A
1 Cedar Point
Center City 55012
(612) 257-5365
Occupation: clergy

CORBID, John R (DFL)
District 1B
Rt 1
Oklee 56742
(218) 796-5664
Occupation: teacher

CRANDALL, William A (lR)
District 61 A

5147 Columbus Ave S
Minneapolis 55417
(612) 825-4719
Occupation: attorney

DEAN, William 0 (lR)
District 58A
5225 York Ave S
Minneapolis 55410
(612) 927-4988
Occupation: media consultant

DEMPSEY, Terry M (lR)
District 28B
309 S Minnesota
New Ulm 56073
(507) 354-5435
Occupation: attorney

DEN OUDEN, Gay"n (IR)
District 21 B
112 6th St
Prinsburg 56281
(612) 978-6745
Occupation: teacher/salesman



DREW, John (IR) FJOSLlEN, David 0 (IR) H08ERG, Dwaine H (IR)
District 638 District 118 District 9A
2134 Highland Pkwy Rt 1 1319 16th Ave S
St Paul 55116 Brandon 56315 Moorhead 56560
(612) 690-0103 (612) 524·2415 (218) 236-5471
Occupation: computer supervisor Occupation: farmer I pilot Occupation: staff-Moorhead

State U.

EKEN, Willis R (DFL) FORSYTHE, Mary M (IR) HOKANSON, Shirley A (DFL)
District 28 District 39A District 37A
Twin Valley 56584 4605 Edina Blvd 7345 Russell Ave S
(218) 584-8109 Edina 55424 Richfield 55423
Occupation: farmer (612) 927-6613 (612) 869-1875

Occupation: homemaker Occupation: former social worker

I ELiOFF, Dominic J (DFL) FRIEDRICH, Donald L (IR) JACOBS, Joel (DFL)

r District 5A District 328 District 47A
328 6th St S Rt 5 11932 Zion St NW
Vir9inia 55792 Rochester 55901 Coon Rapids 55433
(218) 749-2835 (507) 282-0853 (612) 755-5740

Occupation: college instructor Occupation: beef farmer Occupation: business instructor

ELLINGSON, Robert L (DFL) FRITZ, M D (Mike) (IR) JAROS, Mike (DFL)
District 45B District 628 District 7B
5453 Bryant Ave N 1348 Arona 1014 3rd St W
Brooklyn Center 55430 St Paul 55108 Duluth 55806
(612) 561-5978 (612) 646-2169 (218) 727-4077

Occupation: attorney Occupation: auditor Occupation: legislator

ENE80, Stanley A (DFL) FUDRO, Stanley J (DFL) JENNINGS, David M (IR)
District 608 District 55A District 278
3304 25th St E 2322 2nd St NE 112 6th Ave W
Minneapolis 55406 Minneapolis 55418 Truman 56088
(612) 729-5445 (612) 789-2582 (507) 776-8171
Occupation: consultant Occupation: consultant /inventor Occupation: small construction I

self- employed

ERICKSON, Wendell 0 (IR) GREENFIELD, Lee (DFL) JOHNSON, Carl M (DFL)
District 268 District 578 District 23B
Box 575 2200 Minneapolis Ave Rt 3
Hills 56138 Minneapolis 55406 St Peter 56082
(507) 962-3785 (612) 724-7549 (507) 246-5336
Occupation: farm management Occupation: former health planner Occupation: farmer
instructor

ESAU, Gilbert D (IR) HALBERG, Charles C (IR) JOHNSON, Dean E (IR)
District 28A District 538 District 21A
502 9th St N 509 Unique Drive 605 4th St E
Mountain Lake 56159 Burnsville 55337 Willmar 56201
(507) 427-3156 (612) 890-7298 (612) 235-6388
Occupation: auto body repair Occupation: attorney Occupation: clergy

EVANS, Jim (IR) HAUKOOS, M R (8ob) (IR) JUDE, Tad (DFL)
District lOA District 31A District 42A
1424 Lori Ave 1502 Broadway S 5230 Sulgrove Rd.
Detroit Lakes 56501 Albert Lea 56007 Mound 55364
(218) 847-5444 (507) 373-9087 (612) 472-2790

Occupation: businessman Occupation: firefighter I real estate Occupation: attorney

EWALD, Dou91as R (IR) KAHN, Phyllis L (DFL)HEAP, Jim (IR)
District 40A District 43B District 57A

15025 Highland Trail 4537 Perry Ave N 100 Malcolm Ave SE
Minnetonka 55343 Robbinsdale 55422 Minneapolis 55414
(612) 935-5708 (612) 535-1831 (612) 378-2591

Occupation: Exec. V.P. Chamber of Occupation: sales and marketing Occupation: legislator

Commerce instructor

FARley, Ray W (DFL) HEINITZ, 0 J (Lon) (IR) KALEY, John R (Dick) (IR)
District 63A District 43A District 33A
2240 Goodrich 2555 Queensland Lane 1409 29th St NW
St Paul 55105 Wayzata 55391 Rochester 55901
(612) 699-4278 (612) 473·4763 (507) 282-7187
Occupation: attorney Occupation: real estate Occupation: retired security

coordinator
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KALIS, Henry J (DFL)
District 30A
Box 55
Walters 56092
(507) 294-3147
Occupation: farmer

KELLY, Randy C (DFL)
District 668
1901 Hyacinth E
St Paul 55119
(612) 772-1114
Occupation: computer technician

KEMPE, Raymond J (DFL)
District 53A
310 Christine Lane
West St Paul 55118
(612) 457-1737
Occupation: attorney

KNICKER80CKER, Gerald C (lR)
District 408
5312 Rogers Drive
Hopkins 55343
(612) 938-8649
Occupation: real estate/economic
analyst

KOSTOHRYZ, Richard J (DFL)
District 50B
2478 E Indian Way
North St Paul ~5109
(612) 777-6171
Occupation: advance product
reliance technologist

KROENING, Carl W (DFL)
District 54A
3539 Vincent Ave N
Minneapolis 55412
(612) 522-0432
Occupation: ass'1. H.S. principal

KVAM, Adolph L (IR)
District 22A
25 Lockerbie W
Litchfield 55355
(612) 693-8275
Occupation: businessman

LAIDIG, Gary W (IR)
District 51 A
504 Greeley 8t S
Stillwater 55082
(612) 439-2808
Occupation: legislator

LEHTO, Arlene I (DFL)
District 8A
701 Minneapolis Ave
Duluth 55803
(218) 724-1033
Occupation: legislator/
cosmetologist

LEVI, Connie M (IR)

District 50A
50 Peninsula Road
Dellwood 55110
(612) 429-6555
Occupation: homemaker

LONG, Dee A (DFL)
Dlatrlct 568
2409 Humboldt Ave S
Minneapolis 55405
(6t2) 374·1876
Occupation: college instructor

LUDEMAN, Cal R (IR)
District 20B
Rt 2, Box 20
Tracy 56175
(507) 629- 3631
Occupation: farmer

LUKNIC, Marnle J (lR)
District 24B
503 5th 8t NE
Faribault 55021
(507) 334·4956
Occupation: antique dealer

MANN, George L (DFL)
District 27A
Rt 4
Windom 56101
(507) 831-1730
Occupation: farmer

McCARRON, Paul (DFL)
District 46A
670 Osborne Road
Fridley 55432
(612) 784-9773
Occupation: General manager

McDONALD, Kenneth J (lR)
District 36A
200 Carter St
Watertown 55388
(612) 955·1623
Occupation: photographer / insurance

McEACHERN, Bob (DFL)
District 18B
601 Walnut N
St Michael 55376
(612) 497·2572
Occupation: businessmanlteacher

MEHRKENS, Lyle G (IR)
District 258
Rt 3
Red Wing 55066
(612) 388-5682
Occupation: farmer

METZEN, James P (DFL)
District 52A
227 14th Ave S
South St paul 55075
(612) 451-0174
Occupation: real estate

MINNE, L(lna A (DFL)
District 5B
Rt I, Box 74
Hibbing 55746
(218) 263-8647

Occupation: .Legialator

MOE, Donald M (DFL)
District 658
11 Summit Court
St Paul 55102
(612) 226·4522
Occupation: legislator

MUNGER, Willard M (DFL)
District 7A
1121 S 70th Ave W
Duluth 55807
(218) 624-4814
Occupation: businessman

MURPHY, Mary (DFL)
District 14B
6794 Arrowhead Road
Hermantown 55811
(218) 729-6399
Occupation: teacher

NELSEN, Bruce G (lR)
District 12A
Rt 1
Staples 56479
(218) 894-1373
Occupation: vocational instructor

NELSEN, Marlin B (Doc) (DFL)
District 13B
Fleming Route
Aitkin 56431
(218) 927-3700
Occupation: chiropractor

NELSON, Ken G (DFL)
District 5gB
4201 Garfield Ave S
Minneapolis 55409
(612) 825-6667
Occupation: legislator

NIEHAUS, Joseph T (IR)
District 16A

Rt 3
Sauk Centre 56378
(612) 352-3241
Occupation: farmer

NORMAN, Jim A (lR)
District 61B
4045 45th Ave S
Minneapolis 55406
(612) 729·9248

Occupation: counselor

NORTON, Fred C (DFL)
District 65A
1230 Commerce Bldg
St Paul 55101
(612) 224-1364
Occupation: attorney

NOVAK, Steven G (DFL)
District 48A
747 Redwood Lane
New Brighton 55112
(612) 636-7564
Occupation: sales manager



------------

NYSETHER, Myron E (IR) PLEASANT, Ray 0 (IR) SCHREIBER, William (IR)
District 1A District 39B District 45A
Star Route C, Box 51 9841 Xerxes Curve 10001 Zane Ave N
Roseau 56751 Bloomington 55431 Brooklyn Park 55443
(218) 463-1149 (612) 888-1671 (612) 425·4317
Occupation: clergy Occupation: engineer Occupation: potato grower &

packager

OLSEN, Sally (IR) PRAHL, Norman R (DFL) SEARLE, Rod (lR)
District 41A District 3B District 30B
3307 Decatur Lane 826 3rd Ave NW Rt 1, Box 44
St Louis Park 55426 Grand Rapids 55744 Waseca 56093
(612) 933-1433 (218) 326·4172 (507) 835-4085
Occupation: office manager Occupation: taconite miner Occupation: life insurance

l
underwriter I farmer

ONNEN, Tony (tR) REDALEN, Elton R (IR) SEARLES, Robert L (lR)

I District 22B District 35A District 42B

Rt 2 Fountain 55935 575 Ferndale Road N
Cokato 55321 (507) 268-4461 Wayzata 55391
(612) 286-5472 Occupation: dairy farmer (612) 473-8573
Occupation: accountant Occupation: grain trader

OSTHOFF, C Thomas (DFL) REDING, Leo J (DFL) SHERWOOD, Glen A (lR)

District 64A District 31B District 4B
766 Maryland Ave W 709 12th Ave NW Star Route 60

St Paul 55117 Austin 55912 Pine River 56474

(612) 489-9596 (507) 437-3846 (218) 587-4185
Occupation: managerlland records Occupation: meat cutter Occupation: ecology consultant I real

estate

OTIS, Todd H (DFL) REES, Tom (lR) SIEBEN, Harry Jr (DFL)
District 58B District 36B District 52B
4152 Colfax Ave S Box 46 90 Valley Lane
Minneapolis 55409 Elko 55020 Hastings 55033
(612) 823-4591 (612) 469-4190 (6-12) 437-7388
Occupation: former govt affairs Occupation: work control clerk Occupation: attorney
representative

PATTON, AI W (DFL) REIF, Robert W (lR) SIEBEN, Michael R (DFL)
District 17A District 49B District 51 B
Box 125 2344 S Shore Blvd 1652 Cedar Lane
Sartell 56377 White Bear Lake 55110 Newport 55055
(612) 252·6271 (612) 429-7352 (612) 459-5292
Occupation: dispatcher Occupation: physician Iteacher Occupation: attorney

PAVLAK, Robert L (IR) RICE, James I (DFL) SIMONEAU, Wayne A (DFL)
District 67A District 54B District 46B
116 Belvidere St W 2220 Vincent Ave N 465 57th Place NE
St Paul 55107 Minneapolis 55411 Fridley 55432
(612) 224-7278 (612) 529-1983 (612) 571-5268
Occupation: policeman Occupation: financial writer Occupation: mechanic

PEHLER, James C (DFL) ROSE, John T (IR) STADUM, Tony E (IR)
District 17B District 48B District 2A
734 14th Ave S 1211 Brook Ave W Rt 2
St Cloud 56301 Roseville 55113 Ada 56510
(612) 251-0350 (612) 484-7438 (218) 784-4847
Occupation: coordinator of TV Occupation: teacher Occupation: farmer
services

PETERSON, Bill (lR) ROTHENBERG, Elliot (lR) STOA, Tom (DFL)
District 38B District 41B District 34B
8835 Penn Lake Circle 3901 25th St W 763 Front St E

Bloomington 55431 St Louis Park 55416 Winona 55987
(612) 88t·2990 (612) 920-6384 (507) 454-5229

Occupation: attorney Occupation: attorney Occupation: legislator

PIEPHO, Mark J (lR) SARNA, John J (DFL) STOWELL, Warren (Tom) (IR)
District 29A District 55B District 34A
518 2nd St N 2837 Ulysses St NE Box 574
Mankato 56001 Minneapolis 55418 Lewiston 55952
(507) 387-4380 (612) 781-2482 (507) 523-3141
Occupation: moving consultant Occupation: labor official Occupation: teacher_



,.

SVIGGUM, Steve A (IR)
District 25A
Rt 1
Nerstrand 55053
(507) 789·5512

Occupation: teacher/farmer

SWANSON, James C (DFL)
District 378
6827 5th Ave S
Richfield 55423
(612) 869-6805
Occupation: adult director Henn.
Tech. Centers

THIEDE, Paul M (IR)
District 13A
Rt I, Box 36A
Pequot Lakes 56472
(218) 568-5774
Occupation: freelance journalist

TOMLINSON, John D (DFL)
District 678
799 Winthrop S
St Paul 55119
(612) 738-0549
Occupation: office manager

VALAN, Merlyn 0 (IR)
District 98
Rt 2, Box 136
Moorhead 56560
(218) 789-7491
Occupation: farmer

VANASEK, Robert E (DFL)
District 24A
807 3rd St NE
New Prague 56071
(612) 758-4757
Occupation: miller

VOSS, Gordon 0 (DFL)
District 478
11120 7th St NE
Blaine 55434
(612) 757·3359
Occupation: legislator

WALDORF, Eugene T (DFL)
District 66A
1176 Orange Ave E
St Paul 55106
(612) 771·0919
Occupation: design engineering
specialist

WEAVER, John L (fR)
District 198
318 Rice St
Anoka 55303
(612) 421-7707
Occupation: gen'l manager, small
business

WELCH, Richard J (DFL)
District 1SA
Rt 1
Cambridge 55008
(812) 689-4767
Occupation: special ed. administrator

WENZEL, Stephen G (DFL)
District 128
312 3rd St SE
Little Falls 56345
(612) 632-6485
Occupation: insurance

WIESER, AL W Jr (IR)
District 358
704 4th St S
LaCrescent 55947
(507) 895-2693
Occupation: self-employed

WIGLEY, Richard E (IR)
District 298
Rt 2
Lake Crystal 56055
(507) 726-2394
Occupation: farmer

WYNIA, Ann (DFL)
District 62A
1550 Branston
St Paul 55108
(612) 644-5283
Occupation: college instructor

ZU8AY, Kenneth P (IR)
District 338
1326 2nd St NW
Rochester 55901
(507) 282-8796
Occupation: administrator

VALENTO, DonaldJ (IR)
District 49A
636 LaBore Road
Little Canada 55117
(612) 484-0460
Occupation: engineer/contractor

WELKER, RAY W (IR)
District 20A
Rt 5, Box 30AB
Montevideo 56265
(612) 269·8288
Occupation: farmer/businessman

note: you can reach your representative at
the State Capitol by calling the IR caucus
number (296-4307) or the DFL caucus
number (296-4215). Member's permanent
phone and office numbers will appear In
directories as soon as It is possible to
collect and publish the information.

134 members
(119 men, 15 women)

Democrats: 67. Independent­
Aepublicans: 67

Each represents over 28,000
Minnesotans (per 1970
census)

Elected: even-numbered
years

Term: two years

Education
High school 9
Voc-tech school 4
College/some 28
College/degree 33
Post-graduate work 26
Post-graduate degree 32
Unknown 2

Seniority range
1s1 lermers

DFL 5
I-A. 33

FACTS ABOUT THE HOUSE
2nd termers Age range Attorneys 13

DFL 11 21-29 Business 13
I-A 8 DFL 4 Labor 12

3rd termers I-A 4 Government/legislator 11
DFL 15 30-39 Aeal estate / insurance 9
I-A 9 DFL 23 Communications / public

4th termers I-A 19 relations 6
DFL 21 40·49 Management 6
I-A 7 DFL 27 Engineers 4

8 years or more I-A 21 Accountants 3
DFL 15 50-59 Homemakers/ students 3
I·A 10 DFL 9 Clergy 3

Average years served 4.6 I-A 15 Computer occupations 2
60·69 Law

Members serving 12 terms DFL 4 enforcement/ security 2
Stanley Fudro (DFL-Mpls.) I-A 7 Social work 2
Willard Munger (DFL·Duluth) 70· Chiropractor 1
Aodney Searle (fA-Waseca) DFL 0 Inventor 1

I·A 1 Physician 1
Birthplace Average age 44 Veterinarian 1
Minnesota 104 •Four membor8 IIOlod moro thon ana

Surrounding four OOGup.llon

states 12
Other states 14 Occupational range' Marital status
Foreign born 1 Educators 23 Married 119
Unknown 3 Farmers 22 Unmarried 15
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· .. Here is a review of commission activity since the mid-October issue of Interim
· .. Council on the Economic Status of Women reviewed the budget . . . discussed
the council's report on insurance, pensions, social security, taxes ... heard a report
on an apprenticeship study on Nov. 17 ... Legislative Advisory Commission met
Nov. 28 ... approved $8.2 million in supplemental funding for various state and
regional agencies Legislative Audit Commission (LAC) reviewed budgets of
legislative commissions on Nov. 20 ... the LAC subcommittee for the Evaluation of
Nursing Home Rates met October 11 ... heard a progress report on Rule 49 study
· .. discussed quality of care issues and proposed research outline ... met Nov. 16,
studied specific Rule 49 provisions ... met again Dec. 14, studied findings and
recommendations on Rule 49 ... the LAC subcommittee on Auditors Working
Papers met Dec. 21.
The Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR) met on Oct. 11 and
Nov. 13 ... discussed forestry study '" recommended the Legislative Audit
Commission allocate monies for the phase two inventory ... approved a work
program for the Minnesota Geologic Survey. " adopted an amendment to the
DNR Resource 2000 Work Program relating to access sites ... adopted the com­
mission's biennial report and the biennial administrative budget ... on Nov. 27,
discussed recreation projects with local and regional significance ... reviewed
DNR work program relating to purchase of trust fund lands ... discussed copper­
nickel study procedure ... on Dec. 18 with the House Environment and Natural
Resources Committee and the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Commit­
tee discussed how to manage data produced in the Regional Copper Nickel Impact
Study ... the LCMR Executive Committee met Nov. 9, Dec. 12, Dec. 18 ... the
LCMR Goals and Objectives Committee met Nov. 27, Dec. 6, Dec. 18 ... reviewed
state agency programs relating to LCMR funds ... Legislative Commission on
Pensions and Retirement met Nov. 30 and Dec. I '" summarized Minneapolis
Municipal Employees Retirement Valuation '" reviewed definition of year of
covered service .,. discussed legislative proposals of various pension funds ...
reviewed Department of Personnel study on overtime and retirement ... the Legis­
lative Commission to Review Administrative Rules met Dec. 19 ... reviewed Public
Service Commission Use of Policy Statements to establish statewide policy on
public utility service issues ... reviewed Legal Assistance to Minnesota Prisoners.
On Nov. 9, Nov. 20, and Dec. 18 the Legislative Coordinating Commission (LCC)
reviewed budgets of legislative commissions ... heard reports from Resources and
Rehabilitation Commission, Legislative Commission on Pensions and Retirement,
Council on the Economic Status of Women, Legislative Audit Commission ...
approved request from Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources for a
program analyst, reviewed request for funding for the Science and Technology
Project and for extension of House Educational Services to include the Senate ...
LCC Salaries subcommittee reviewed salary guidelines ... sent recommendations
to LCC on budgets and job descriptions on Dec. 4 ... LCC Science and Technology
subcommittee met Nov. 14 ... reviewed a proposal for continuing Science and
Technology Project in the Minnesota Legislature ... reviewed feasibility study on
impact of a vehicle inspection and maintenance program for Minnesota ... dis­
cussed a workshop on sites for hazardous waste facilities, power plants, sanitary
landfills . . . met Dec. 20, discussed proposed vehicle inspection and maintenance
study.
The Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Area Commission met Dec. 7 in Bloomington
· .. appointed a nominating committee for 1979 officers ... discussed riverway
projects and plans reviewed financial reports ... discussed procedure for hiring
associate director Mississippi River Parkway Commission met Nov. 13 ... met
with county commissioners about the Great River Road ... Tax Study Commission
met Dec. 18 .. , accepted subcommittee reports ... the subcommittee on Income
Tax met Nov. 29 ... reviewed preliminary recommendations on the simplification
of the income tax .. , met Dec. 18, approved the final report. '" Tax Exempt
Property subcommittee met jointly with other commissions on Dec. 12 ... the
Property Tax Reliance and Policy subcommittee met Dec. 5 ... reviewed state
budget and levy limits ... Workers Compensation Study Commission met Nov. 13
· .. heard from workers compensation judges on their views of the workers compen­
sation system .,. discussed proposed recommendations ... on Nov. 14 heard
testimony from injured workers on their experiences with workers compe~sation
· .. Nov. 20, Nov. 27, Dec. 4, Dec. 11, Dec. 18, discussed recommendations for final
report.
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Rep. James Metzen Rep. AI Wieser, Jr.

JOHN J. SARNA (DFL-Mpls)
"This session, I think we're going to be a
little more deliberate on legislation and
the process. Since legislating is a com­
promise process, the division just may
turn out to be pretty good. The disad­
vantage is, if one side or the other feels
strongly on an issue that may be fairly
good, neither side has enough votes to
pass it.
"Taxes is the issue for the 1979 session. I
think we're going to have a fairly
healthy'surplus in the state, and I think
we're going to give tax relief to the peo­
ple of Minnesota. The problem is in
deciding who gets the tax relief. The
parties disagree on philosophy. There's
the philosophy of giving it to those who
have it, opposed to that of giving it to the
have-nots, the average working person.
This difference is going to be the biggest
issue of the whole session.
"I don't really consider that this split
will affect my job. If members introduce
good legislation it will pass, and if it's
not a good concept, it's going to have
difficulties.
"The rural-metro division shouldn't be
any more prominent than before. The
Legislature, at least in the six years I've
been here, hasn't dealt with legislation
on a rural-metro level. I think we, the
city and metropolitan legislators, have a
good working relationship with the rural
members. I think most representatives
vote for things that are best for the state
overall.
"With my constituents, the number one
issue is taxes. The second major concern
is spending, and third most important is
less government.
"There'll be absolutely no problem with
the people in my district understanding
the need for compromise. I think my
district understands the political process
and we try to do what's best for
everybody."

Rep. John Sarna

Members of the House of Representa­
tives comment on the even split in the
House, the advantages and disadvan­
tages; legislatiol? that will likely go
through with the unusual split in
power; how the split will affect their
jobs as legislators; whether the divi­
sion in power will affect rural-metro­
politan issues; what the concerns of
the people in their districts are; how
people will react to a possible slowing
of the legislative process because of
the split.

RAYMOND J. ALBRECHT (lR­
Brownton)
"This even division in parties in the
House is really something new. What
bothers me, is that there wasn't a
formula set up for this situation when
they redistricted last time. If we had an
uneven number of members in the
House, we would never have this
problem.
"It's pretty hard to tell what will happen
this session, because we don't know
what the negotiations committee will
come up with. It depends on how they're
going to settle the problems with the sit­
uation. We'll probably see a tax cut. I
think the people of the state made it
plain that they want a break with the
results of the last election.
"I think the division of power will enable
the IR's to have more influence on com­
mittees. It's my guess that, with an even
number of members of each party, rural
legislators will vote the feeling of their
constituents. I don't know if that has
always been true in the past.
"Workers compensation is a big issue
with the people in my district. Educa­
tion, of course, is also a concern. There
are problems in rural areas with declin­
ing enrollment. People are looking for
help for their school districts."

Rep. Raymond Albrecht

18



JAMES P. METZEN (DFL­
South St. Paul)
"Personally, I feel the 67-67 sI;lit ~n t~e

House will be a challenge. I thmk It WIll
be interesting to look back on this later
in life. This unusual situation will
broaden my horizon, so to speak. After
serving two terms in the House with
such a huge majority, this will be a
unique experience. It'll be. interest.ing,
but politically, the gears WIll be a httle
slower.
"I would guess checks and balances of
the system would prevail. This would be
an advantage to the division. Everyone
will watch the other person a little more
closely.
"The particular goals of each party, and
ways to reach those goals, are different.
That's why I'm a Democrat and some­
one else is a Republican. The disadvan­
tage to th~ tie is that ea~h party will find
it more dIfficult to achIeve those goals.
"Education will be a big issue this ses­
sion. It is one of the governor's key con­
cerns because he served on that
com~ittee in the U.S. Congress. With
all the problems in e~uca.tion, like
declining enrollment, I thmk It needs to
be, and will be, a major focus of the
Legislature.
"I don't think the change will affect my
job. I'm going to do the same thing I've
always done. I'll work hard and pay
attention to constituent services. How­
ever, the division of power may have a
greater effect. on whether th~ rural­
metro issues WIll be more dommant.
"Taxes and unnecessary spending are
big concerns of the people in my area, as
they are all over the state. The peopl.e in
my district are opposed to the stadIUm
and the underground mall-the new
capitol addition. I think the people want
government to slow down a bit. They
want the Legislature to take a step back­
ward and look at the programs we have
on the books and how they're working.
They're saying, 'slow down, don't help
us so much.'
"Of course the people will realize it may
take longer to get legislation. through the
process, and that compromIses are n~c­

essary. I think people are becommg
more aware of what's going on. They'll
understand."

,Rep. Gilbert Esau

AL W. WIESER, JR. (IR-
LaCrescent) .
"I'm looking forward to the sessIOn
because of the even split. I think we're
going to have much more enthu~iasm;

it's already evident. The balance m the
political parties is going to be good for
the state.
Having had experience in both
caucuses, I think it's good that both par­
ties are going to be forced to work
together. It'll create difficult times for
each of the caucuses, but I think we're
going to see overall better government
because of the split.
"As a result I think we'll pass less legis­
lation but i think that the quality of
that iegislation is going to improve.
We'll need to work out the problems in a
suitable fashion in order to get biparti­
san support.
"The only disadvantage is that legislat­
ing is going to move slower and, per­
haps, not as efficiently. Yet, on the same
note, I think it's very important that we
do slow down and become more reflec­
tive in the legislation we pass.
"A primary concern this year is taxes. I
think there was a message, through the
ballot box, that our tax climate must be
improved. Both Der,nocrats and Repub­
licans, hopefully, WIll work to that end.
"The even split will make my job ~ore

interesting and more challengmg
because we're going to have to work
together.
"The rural-metro splits will probably
continue as they have in the past. A
change in people or parties in partic.ul~r
districts whether rural or metro, Isn t
going td make that much difference.
"I think a basic concern of the people in
my district is the scope of government.
They feel there's too much government,
that government's too strong, an~ th~t
we should have more trust and faIth m
the individual.
"I don't see any problem wi~h p~ople

understanding the compro~lse"sItua­
tion. People expect compromIse.

Rep. Willis Eken

STEPHEN G.WENZEL (DFL­
Little Falls)
"Obviously, it would be better i~ one
party or the other had the majonty. I
would prefer the DFL had a clear
majority. Who would have bet on a 67­
67 split? It's going to be difficult to get
things done.
"The advantage to this is that it may
make members of both parties try
harder to cooperate, to get along, and to
be reasonable in advancing the interests
of the people of Minnesota. I think that
will happen. The disadvantage is the
difficulty that will probably rise in get­
ting bills passed.
"The most likely types of legislation to
go through the process are things that
always must be done. School aids, trans­
portation, corrections, welfare are all
things the Legislature has to look at to
advance the public interest.
"The division in power will affect my
job, in that everyone will have to work
harder. To get bills passed, one has to
convince members of the other party
that there is merit in them.
"It's hard to know if this split will affect
the rural-metropolitan division. I don't
know offhand if more of the new mem­
bers represent rural or metro districts. I
don't know what the Republican party's
philosophy is toward the cities. I'm
hopeful that some of the r~ral bills .such
as the Family Farm Secunty Act w111 be
expanded. But, I'm not sure that's going
to happen with this division in power.
"Taxes and spending are top priorities of
my constituents. I hear talk on the me.t­
ropolitan stadium issue. The peopl~ m
my district don't want a domed stadIUm
in downtown Minneapolis. Many of
them are expressing concern over that.
"My constituents, I think, will readily
understand the need for compromise,
especially in this unusual situation."

Rep. Adolph Kvam
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GILBERT D. ESAU (IR­
Mountain Lake)
"I think people want a two party system
with one party in power, and one party
almost in power. Actually, that way you
get the best representation in govern­
ment. People spoke to that aspect at the
polls.
"The advantage to a division is that
everybody will really have to be respon­
sible. We don't know what exactly will
happen with legislation, but certainly
the IR's will have more responsibility.
The disadvantage is this situation
requires real compromise negotiation.
Both sides have to give.
"With an even tie, it will be interesting
to see how we can work things out. I
don't see why we can't. After all, first we
should be for the people of Minnesota
and what's right for Minnesota. We
need to close that political credibility
gap. Maybe this would be a good time to
get out there and really promote the
state of Minnesota which we believe to
be best of the 50 states.
"We need a two-party system, and a
strong two-party system. But it's going
to be balanced out now with trying to
build up the integrity of the institution
of government.
"According to the Constitution, we have
to take care of appropriations to the
various state departments so they can
continue functioning. Then, we have to
tax the people for that amount of money
to balance the state budget. I suppose
there'll be some laws in the areas of
taxes, political initiative and referen­
dum, and government power. People
expect us to look at those areas.
"The split might create more of a block
in metropolitan and outstate issues.
There's a possibility we will be forced to
make this kind of alignment.
"My constituents are concerned about
inflation, spending, taxes, and about
being over-regulated. We hear so often
that we've passed laws and regulations
to free the people, but we're smothering
them. I think small business is con­
cerned about some areas that are really
hard on businesses providing jobs, like
workers compensation. .
"The key issue, particularly in my area,
is that of small schools and declining
enrollment. How can we make an effec­
tive cooperative with other districts?
Allowing people to see how that kind of
cooperation will work so that we can
continue to have good education is
important. We need to do something
about the school aid formula.

"People will find out about the compro­
mise and how it may slow the pace. I
received a phone call the other day from
someone who said, 'AI Quie has been
elected and stilI taxes haven't gone
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down.' People may expect more than
they have in the past. We'll do the best
we can, and, hopefully, implement some
of these controversial things. I think we
can do that."

WILLIS R. EKEN (DFL-Twin
Valley)
"I wish the 67-67 split hadn't happened.
It creates a difficult situation for operat­
ing the House. Historically, one party
has had control and has had the author­
ity to organize and elect a Speaker. The
Speaker then appointed members to
committees and committee chairmen
and had the responsibility for making
the House structure function.
"Now, with the split in power, it's not
possible for one party to do that. The
parties have to negotiate some changes
and some new rules and procedures.
That's a difficult thing to do. The disad­
vantages are that we can't organize, and
it's going to be hard to move legislation
through the process with even splits in
committees. There's no line of proce­
dure, as we've had in the past, in terms
of getting bills moving and getting them
to the floor. It will be difficult just mak­
ing the system work.
"The legislation we'll have to deal with
will be tax and appropriations bills
which are necessary to fund programs
and run state government. We'll have to
deal with the school aid bill to provide
monies for elementary, secondary, and
AVTI schools.
"Beyond that, I'm not sure what bills
will go through. Whatever passes will
have to demonstrate a definite need and
have strong support.
"I think the even split will make my job
more difficult; the issues and the votes
more partisan than we would normally
see in anyone session.
"The people in my district want govern­
ment to respond to their concerns.
There's a feeling that government
doesn't do that as well as it should. I'm
not sure that's identified necessarily
with the legislative branch. I think it
relates to the broader spectrum of state
government, including the executive
branch-the governor and his adminis­
trative agencies. I feel there's concern
about how these agencies are dealing
with the delivery of service.
"The democratic process, at best, is not
fast or efficient. In Minnesota, it
involves public input and 201 legislators
in the decision-making process. With
the 67-67 split I expect that the pace will
be even slower because of the compro­
mise situation. That may be hard to con­
vey to the public. People may have a
hard time understanding why it takes us
so long to accomplish things."

ADOLPH L. KVAM (IR­
Litchfield)
"I think dealing with this division of
power is a fantastic challenge. An
advantage is that we have to establish a
coalition of parties. It's a unique experi­
ence in government administration. The
disadvantage, of course, is the fact that
the role of the Speaker will certainly be
minimized.
"The court reapportionment, where fed­
eral judges, in their wisdom, elected to
reduce the size of the House from 135 to
134 members- on the premise they
were going to reduce numbers-in
effect, created this balance. If the judges
would have chosen an odd-numbered
legislative body of 133, 135, or 137
members, we wouldn't be in this situa­
tion now.
"I think both sides are going to have to
respond to what the people are telling us
when we look at legislation this session.
Ifwe take the Nov. 7 election as a man­
date, what people are saying is, 'We
want less government and less tax bur­
den.' In other words, they're asking that
we, the Legislature, do the job for them.
I think that is the challenge of the 1979
session.
"With the even split in the House and on
major committees, I think, our responsi­
bilities as legislators will be more chal­
lenging. We will need to do responsible
research and draft good bills. They're
going to have to be issues that show
responsibility to the people who elected
us.
"I don't see the rural-metro division at
all. If we are going to keep Minnesota on
any sort of a balance, we should look at
the state as a whole, as a state compet­
ing with other states, not as a state com­
peting with itself. I don't foresee the
rural-metro situation surfacing at all.
"The people in my district are con­
cerned about the growing power of the
various divisions of government, partic­
ularly some of the state agencies. People
are having experiences where govern­
ment is affecting their own areas, for
instance highway rights-of-way, high­
way easements, the gas line, the energy
situation with the powerline, and so on. I
think these issues will certainly be
before the Legislature. People are ask­
ing for some relief.
"If members of both parties are scholars
of government, I don't see that a com­
promise is going to hurt. Certainly,
neither side can go in there and change
the direction of government from day to
night, or night to day. Maybe legislation
will temper things a little bit. The end
result could be off in the distance, in
1980 or 1985. The compromise situation
is, I think, a good thing for the people of
Minnesota."



For your information:
Since 1973, the Minnesota House of
Representatives has maintained a non­
partisan legislative information service
to acquaint the public with the Legisla­
ture and its functions, and to help peo­
ple who follow legislation as It makes its
way through the process. During the
session the office provides:
'The Weekly Wrap-Up: A weekly publication
that lists all bill introductions, advance commit­
tee meeting schedule for the week (time, place,
and agenda); all bill introductions; brief summa­
ries of committee action on proposed legisla-

tion; coverage of House floor action; end-of-the
session index to the Wrap-Up and summary of
all legislation.

'Session: Monthly, or bi-monthly, magazine,
with photos, that introduces the legislative proc­
ess and the people in it; highlights some of the
issues before the Legislature; interviews and
comments from the legislators.

Today in the Minnesota House ot Representa­
tives: A daily listing of all committee meetings
(time, place, and agenda) for people who come
to the Capitol to attend meetings.

Directories: Members Directory With Commit·
tee Assignments, Minnesota House Tele­
phone Directory; Official Directory of the
Minnesota Legislature,

Informational Brochures: "How a Bill Becomes
a Law in Minnesota", "Road to Minnesota
Laws", seating charts, with photos, to help visi­
tors locate members on the House floor; "Rules
of the House"; coloring book, "Joey's Visit", an
introduction to government for the very young,
"Introductory Quiz on State Government"; "Citi­
zens Participation Quiz."

'To be on the mailin9 list for these publications. con­
tact your representative, call the information office,
(612) 296-2146, or write: House Information Office,
Room 8, State Capitol, SI. Pgul, MN 55155.

The law. provided a two percent on-sale
liquor tax in the metropolitan area
which would end in 1980, unless sta­
dium revenues faltered substantially.

To assure that a new stadium, with more
seating capacity, would not mean an end
to local television coverage, legislators
put a provision into the law.

The 1977 legislation prohibits television
blackouts of local games when there is
an advance sale of 90 percent of stadium
seats 72 hours before the game.
This provision puts the National Foot­
ball League (NFL) policy into conflict
with state law. The NFL requires a 100
percent advance sellout to lift a black­
out. The NFL has indicated that policy
won't change, because it complies with
federal law.

According to the chairman of the sta­
dium commission, it will take some kind
of court action, or a legislative change to
settle the dispute. He has said, the Vik­
ings, as NFL members, can't sign a
lease to play in a stadium that doesn't
enforce the NFL blackout policy; with­
out the lease, there can't be a stadium.
In 1979, Rep. Ray Faricy (DFL-St.
Paul) has announced he will introduce a
bill to repeal the two percent liquor tax
as soon as the Legislature convenes.
Faricy said the public doesn't like hav­
ing a liquor tax support "profit-making
ventures", such as the Twins and
Vikings.

Don Poss, executive director of the Met­
ropolitan Sports Facilities Commission,
said, "If they do that (repeal the liquor
tax), it means, automatically, there will
be no new stadium in Minnesota."

The 1975-76 Legislature did not reach
an agreement on where to build a sta­
dium and did not pass any legislation.

In 1977, the Legislature dealt with the
issue by passing a no-site bill, authoriz­
ing the construction of a new, multi-pur­
pose stadium in the metropolitan area.

The bill called for the governor to
appoint a seven-member commission to
pick the site and decide on the type of
structure by December 1, 1978.

Section 9 (473.571), Subdivision I,
Minnesota Statutes reads: ''The com­
mission shall determine the location
and design specifications for new or
remodeled sports facilities in the metro­
politan area."

lature fails to act on this issue, there will
not be an improved, or a new stadium,
for this area."

On Friday, Dec_ I, 1978, the Metropoli­
tan Sports Facility Commission voted,
four to three, in favor of a domed sta­
dium in downtown Minneapolis.

The stadium issue began in the early
1970's, in Minneapolis, where business
and civic leaders proposed a domed sta­
dium in the downtown area, but city
government leaders didn't support the
idea. The issue then went to the Metro­
politan Council for consideration and
study.

In 1975, a stadium task force of the
Minneapolis and St. Paul Chambers of
Commerce recommended construction
of a new, domed stadium for the Vik­
ings, Twins, and the University of Min­
nesota Gophers.

This task force brought the issue to the
Legislature with the statement: "The
task force agrees that, if the 1975 Legis-

The
Stadium
Commission
makes a
decision
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Police use of firearms
The "police use of firearms" law eCho 736)
clarifies when a police officer may use
"deadly force". The law defines deadly force
as force known to cause death, or force
involving the intentional discharge of a
firearm in the direction of a person or
vehicle.
Under the act, a law enforcement officer
may use deadly force to protect him/herself,
or another person, from apparent death or
great bodily harm. The officer could also use
deadly force if it is necessary to arrest, cap­
ture, or prevent the escape of a person the
officer has reasonable grounds to believe has
committed or attempted to commit a felony;
if the officer believes the suspect, if not
apprehended, may cause bodily harm or
death.
The law was a result of high costs of liability
for peace officers, and the need to provide
police protection in their use of firearms.

Electronic Funds transfer
A new law allowing the use of electronic
funds transfer systems at retail locations
eCho 469) permits customers to withdraw
cash, make deposits, transfer funds, disburse
loans on a pre-established credit line, and
make loan payments through automated­
teller machines, manned, or point-of-sale
terminals.
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Building maintenance at the Capitol
The scaffolds are up in the Capitol and signs warn people to
stay out of hard-hat areas as workmen make needed
repairs. Funds come from the 1978 legislative appropria­
tion of $2 million in Ch. 791 for repair work in the State
Capitol.
Restoration at Hill House
Ch. 792 allots $458,000 for restoration, and transfer to
state ownership, of the James J. Hill house, under the
guidance of the Minnesota Historical Society.
James Jerome Hill was a promoter, financier, and railroad
tycoon. He was Canadian born, and came to St. Paul when
he was 18 years old. He worked as a clerk in a steamboat
business, developed a fuel and transportation business, and
eventually built a railroad empire, founding the Great
Northern Railroad. He extended his rail service to the
Pacific Coast, through difficult country, and without the
federal assistance other railroads received.
Hill donated the funds that built Hill Reference Library in
St. Paul and endowed the St. Paul Theological Seminary.
He built his Summit Avenue mansion in 1889, at the cost
of $250,000. Its estimated value today is $1.5 million. Hill
died in 1916 at the age of 78.
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new laws
WOMEN'S SHELTERS/DOMESTIC ASSAULT
The Legislature, in 1978, increased the funding for women's
shelters and enacted a new law on domestic assault. Here, Pat
Murphy from the Women's Advocates shelter for battered
women talks about these two laws and the program at the
shelter:
"We began the Women's Advocates shelter in October of 1974.
The first state appropriation came during the 1977 session and
provided some initial funding for emergency shelters. Women's
Advocates in St. Paul, The Harriet Tubman center in Minneap­
olis, the Southwest Women's Shelter in Marshall, and the
Northeast Coalition in Duluth received funds from that
appropriation.
"In 1978, the LegIslature appropriated an additional $100,000.
From that, two more shelters received start-up money, one in
Brainerd and one in Rochester. So, there are now six shelters
operating with state funds.
"There are some other groups that operate shelters. A group in
Burnsville received a small grant from the appropriation, which
was enough for a salary for the coordinator. They secured HUD
money and have a house they will be opening this summer.
There's a facility in Minneapolis called St. Joseph's shelter that
nuns operate. It provides emergency shelter for battered
women. Also, there's a place in St. Paul called Tri-House where
they do some back-up work, but they don't have around-the­
clock staffing or security. So, they can't house women who are
in a dangerous situation.
"The 1978 battered women law also has a provision to study the
feasibility of treatment programs for the abuser. Proposed leg­
islation for 1979 will include a request for additional shelters
and for two pilot projects for treatment facilities for abusers.
There isn't any outline as to what those projects might be, yet.

"The purpose of the Women's Advocates shelter is' to provide
women and their children with safety and protection. In addition
to that, we provide the support and advocacy that the women
need to begin making new decisions in their lives. That includes
giving them information on legal resources, welfare and coun­
seling. We have support groups.here at the shelter that meet two
or three times a week.
"The average length of stay at the shelter is between 10 and 11
days, but that's just a figure. Some of the women stay only a few
hours or overnight. Others stay several months. Our most com­
mon experience is a four to six week stay. It takes that long for
anyone to make any changes, particularly if a woman's starting
a legal action, if she needs to find alternative housing, or if she's
returning to the relationship and wants to make some decisions
about counseling between the two of them.
"Since we opened the shelter, we've housed over 2000 women and
children. We have approximately 20 people in the house at one
time. We're constantly filled to capacity. Our latest statistics
from this summer show that we're turning away eight to nine
families for every family we house.
"We handle people on a first serve basis. We don't prioritize as
to who needs it most. With the eight to nine women who call
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that we can't house, we explore any other possible alternatives. We try to see if they
could stay with friends or relatives for a day or two. In most cases, when the women
have children, it's hard to find a place to stay for a month or two. If a woman can't find
someone to stay with, we ask her to call back; and we give her the numbers of any
possible shelter that may be able to take her in.

"Our last back-up is Emergency Social Services, which is an after-hours emergency
service the Welfare Department runs. They put a woman and her children in a down­
town hotel for one night. If there is absolutely nothing else, and she's in immediate
danger, we'll try to arrange that; but its not a good alternative. When a person is
frightened and depressed and has small children, a hotel is a very alone and depressing
place to go in a crisis situation.

"We try to make sure that no one who is in immediate danger is simply left there with
nowhere to go. It's frustrating, because there are so few resources and shelters are
always, always filled. It's almost pointless to hand off our referrals to another shelter,
because we know they are filled, too.

DOMESTIC ASSAULT

"From what we see, the domestic assault law is simply' not being used. There seems to
be some confusion about it. I've heard of some cases, like one in Duluth, where a police
officer used it; and it worked very well. Our experience is that it isn't being enforced. I
think, there needs to be training and community education about the law.

"This session we're interested in taking off some of the amendments that were put on the
bill in the last few hours of the '78 session. One amendment refers to the fact that the
person must be arrested within four hours of the incident, and another says the arrest
must take place at his residence. This in a sense, makes the bill ineffective in some
circumstances.

"We're also concerned about the physical impairment amendment. It's listed as visible
physical impairment. Many times bruises don't show up immediately, and they may
not be visible. The woman may not be in a mental state to take off her clothes to show a
visible wound. We hope the Legislature will look at these three amendments this
session. Clarifying the domestic assault law is important, but I think training and
education about the law are necessary so police officers know the law is there and have
a clear picture from their administration of how it can be used."

The Domestic Assault Law allows a police officer to arrest a person who has assaulted
his or her spouse. The officer can make the arrest without a warrant if the officer
observed a recent physical injury. The arrest can take place only at the person's
residence. The law allows the officer in charge of the police station or the county
sherriff's office to hold the arrested person for up to 24 hours if the officer believes the
individual may cause more harm to the spouse. The law provides for judicial review
after detention.

CHILD ABUSE

The 1978 amendment to the "Child abuse
reporting law" (Ch. 755) includes neglect
in the law. It requires those who must
report child abuse to also report child neg­
lect. The law defines neglect as failure by a
parent, guardian or other person responsi­
ble for a child's care to supply a child's
clothing, food, shelter, or other required
parental care when reasonably able to do
so.

Local welfare agencies, after receiving a
report of possible abuse, neglect, or juve­
nile prostitution, must notify the police
department or local sheriff. The law pro­
vides immunity from liability to those per­
sons who voluntarily make child abuse,
neglect reports.
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" .. .And still the speakership remains unsettled. The Republicans
with their forty-one votes stand firmly behind Frank E. Searle, and
await developments. The Democrats and the Alliance are working and
perspiring with a view to evolve some kind of an agreement upon
which they can cooperate in the organization ofthe House . .. Up to a
late hour last night, their travail had been in vain ... instead of
drawing nearer together, they are now further apart than they were on
Monday. "

ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS, JAN. 3,1891

"Members of the state legislature will assemble at noon today in the
Capitol in St. Paul. The house will be called to order by the secretary
ofstate, but whether that body will succeed in perfecting an organiza­
tion before the day closes is doubtful. The matter oforganization is
an intricate mixture, and what will come out of it is hard to tell."

MINNEAPOUS TRIBUNE, JAN. 6, 1891

"The Minnesota House ofRepresentatives will be divided between 67
DFLers and 67 Independent-Republicans when it convenes ...
Whether it stands or falls rests largely on the shoulders ofReps. Irv
Anderson and Rod Searle, the leaders of the House DFL and IR
caucuses, respectively ... The House cannot conduct any business
until a speaker and committees are appointed and the chamber is
organized . .. So far, the two leaders have not been able to hammer
out an agreement at the bargaining table."

ST. PAUL DISPATCH JAN. 1, 1979

In 1891, the problem was not an even split of membership between two
major parties, as in 1979, but the appearance of a strong third party
that delayed the organization of the Legislature for the upcoming
session.
In the 1890 election, a new Alliance Party, representing the discontent
among farmers in the state, made a surprising showing. About a third
of the members of the new Legislature were Alliance men, enough to
prevent the organization of that body by either the Democrats or the
Republicans. The Legislature convened on Jan. 6 with the deadlock still
unresolved in both the Senate and the House. But before the end of the
day, a coalition of the Democrats and Alliance members took control
of the Senate and elected a secretary of the Senate.
As a result of this coalition of the two parties, the lieutenant governor
lost his customary power to appoint committees. Six committee chair­
manships went to Alliance senators; thirteen to Democrats, with
detailed arrangements for the division of legislative patronage.
A similar coalition finally organized the House, but there was no
agreement until the third day of the session. The biggest difficulties
were over the speakership and the post of chief clerk.
On January 8, a compromise gave the speakership to the Democrat­
Alliance "combine", the chief clerk post to the Republicans, and dis­
tributed the committee chairmanships equally.
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