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IN THIS ISSUE 

This issue has information on married couple families' 
incomes by presence of children, age of children, and the 
employment status of spouses. In the graphs and data 
that follow, the term "married couple families with 
children" indicates families who have children residing 
with them in their homes. 

Data for this newsletter were taken from U.S. Bureau of 
the Census, Current Population Reports, P60-197, 
Money Income in the United States: 1996. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Guide to Child Support and Spousal Maintenance 
Cost of Living Adjustments is now available via the 
Inte~.et. This packet. contains all of the necessary forms 
and instructions for filing a request for a cost of living 
adjustment. These materials can be accessed through the 
Commission's homepage at: 
www.commissions.leg.state.rnn.us/commis/abtlcesw.htm 



Married Couple Families: Presence ~nd Age ~f Children 

48.8% 

Married Couple Families 
by Presence of Children 

51.2% 

D without children 
II with children 

Over half ( 51.2%) of married couples do not have dependent 
children residing with them in their homes. 

52.5% 

Married Couples with Children 
by Age of Children 

Ill under 6 
0 6-17 
[J both under 6 and 6-17 

Over half (52.5%) of married couple families with children 
have children who are 6-17 years of age. The remaining 
married couple families with children are split almost evenly 
between those who have children under 6 only (24. 7%) and 
those who have children both under 6 and age 6-17 (22.8%). 
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Married :Coqples:}Employmenf Statosiof Spouses···• 
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Married Couple Families 
by Employment Status 

60.5% 

only husband works both work 
only wife works both work full time 

Almost three quarters (71.1 % ) of married 
couples who have children also have both 
spouses in the workforce. Almost one third 
(32.5%) of these families have both spouses 
working full time. 

Very few families who have children have 
only the wife working (2.8%). A much 
higher percentage (23. 7%) have only the 
husband working. 

Married Couples: Percentage with Children 
by Sex of Sole Full Time Earner 

husband wife 

without children 
with children 

In 60.5% of all married couple families, both 
spouses work. Both spouses workfull time, year 
round in 29.5% of married couple families. 
The husband is the sole wage earner in 19.6% of 
all married couple families and the wife is the 
sole wage earner is 5 .1 % of these families. 

In married couple families with no children, the 
husband is the sole wage earner in 15 .6% of the 
cases and the wife is the sole wage earner in 
7.2%. 
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Married Couples with Children 
by Employment Status 

71.1% 

only husband works both work 
only wife works both work full time 

In married couple families where the 
husband is the only wage earner, and he is 
employed full time, 65% have children. 

In married couple families where the 
wife is the only wage earner, and she is 
employed full time, only 30% have children. 

In 94.8% of married couple families with 
children, the husband works. The wife 
works in 73.9% of these families. 
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Married Couple Families: Income by.Presence of Children 

Income Distribution of 
Married Couple Families by Presence of Children The distribution of 

income among married 
couples by presence of 
children varied most 
significantly at the 
lowest ranges of 
income. Whereas 
almost one third 
(29.4%) of families 
with no children had 
incomes below 
$30,000, one fifth 
(20.9%) of families 
with children earned 
incomes in this range. 
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At the other end of the spectrum, the distribution is much more equal. 
Whereas 25.4% of married couples with children earned annual incomes 
of $75,000 or more, 24.7% of families with no children earned incomes in this range. 

IVlarrie~ _d~upl~i=clmilies: Income IJy,Age of·•children Present ;;,····· 

Almost one third (28.9%) 
of married couples with 
children ages 6 to 1 7 
earned annual incomes of 
over $75,000. Almost two 
thirds (64~5%) of these 
families earned incomes 
of $45,000 or more. 

Two thirds (63.1%) of 
married couple families 
with children under age 6 
earned incomes of 
$60,000 or less. 
Similarly, slightly more 
than two thirds (67%) of 
families with children 
in both age groups earned 
incomes in this range. 
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Income Distribution of 
Married Couple Families with Children 

by Age(s) of Child(ren) 
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Married Couplett=,amhies:j\lledian Income by Presence of Children 

Median Income of 
Married Couples by Presence of Children 
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The median annual income of all married couple 
families is $49,707. Married couple 
families with no dependent children living with 
them have median annual incomes of $46,936. 
The median annual income of married couple 
families with children is $51,768. 

Thirty-eight percent of married couple families 
with children have only one child. These 
families have an annual median income of 
$53,944. Sixty-two percent of married couple 
families with children have two or more 
children, and the median annual income of these 
families is $50,752. 

MarriedicoupleFamiU~swithChildren: Median,hlcome byAge of Children· 

Married couple families who have 
one or more children age( s) 6-17 
have median incomes $10,000 higher 
than families who have children both 
under age 6 and between 6 and 1 7, 
($55,888 compared to $45,843). 

The median income of married couple 
families with children in which both the 
wife and the husband work is $57,637. 

Two earner married couple households 
have higher median incomes than the 
average for all married couple households. 
When both spouses work, the median 
income of families with children under 6 is 
$54,977. The median income of two earner 
families with children between 6 and 17 is 
$60,596, and the median income of such 
families with children under six and 
between 6 and 17 is $52,323. 
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IN THIS ISSUE 
This issue studies the wage gap between male and female 
workers. The wage gap - which represents the ratio of female to 
male earnings - is calculated using average annual earnings, 
rather than weekly or hourly earnings. Annual earnings are a 
better measure of changes over time because they are less 
affected by fluctuations in earnings of temporary, part-year, or 
over-time workers. 

Information in this issue is based on the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census, Current Population Reports, P60- l 97, Money and 
Income in the United States: 1996. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Commission plans to compile a summary of session 
legislation which will be available as a special issue of our 
newsletter. This "Legislative Update" will be coming to you in 
May. 



THE WAGE GAP 

The Wage Gap, US, 1955 to 1996 
Full-time, Year-round Workers 

Ratio of Female to Male Earnings 
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The chart above shows the wage gap in five year increments from 1955 to 1995 and includes information on 1996. 
In 1996, the ratio of female to male earnings was at an historic high of 73. 7 percent. As is demonstrated by the 
chart below, this noteworthy change is due more to a decrease in the median earnings of males than to an increase 
in female earnings. 

MEDIAN ANNUAL EARNINGS 

Median Annual Earnings, US 
Male and Female, 1995 and 1996 

Full time, Year-round Workers 
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The median annual earnings of female full-time, year-round workers increased 2.4 percent from 1995 to 1996 
(from $23,161 to $23,710). In contrast, the median earnings for full-time, year-round male workers fell from 
$32,426 to $32,144, a decrease of 0.9 percent, (1995 figures are adjusted for inflation). 

The median income of male full-time, year-round workers has been declining since 1993. From 1993 to 1996 
men's earnings have declined by 2.6 percent. 
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INCOME DISTRIBUTION 

Income Distribution, US, 1996 
Median Income of Full time, Year-round Workers 
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Three quarters (75.4 percent) of females 
who work full-time, year-round earn less 
than $35,00Q annually. Almost half (46.2 
percent) of males who work full-time, year­
round earn $35,000 or more annually. 

One quarter (24.8 percent) of men, but less 
than 10 percent (9.4 percent) of women, 
earn annual incomes of $50,000 or more. 

Over one third (36.8 percent) of female full 
time, year-round workers earn less than 
$20,000 annually. 

EARNINGS BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY 

Occupational Category Annual Annual Women's %of % of female 
Earnings: Earnings: earnings occupation labor force 
Male Female as%of that is in this 

men's female occupation 

Executive, administrative, managerial $46,654 $31,208 66.9% 45% 17.8% 

Professional specialty $50,012 $34,537 69.1% 54% 17.1% 

Technical/support $36,775 $27,239 74.1% 54% 4.3% 

Sales $35,104 $21,350 60.8% 53% 10.9% 

Administrative support $30,381 $21,758 71.6% 78% 25.9% 

Production, craft and repair $30,421 $21,165 69.6% 9% 2.3% 

Machine operators & inspectors $22,096 $13,243 59.9% 40% 5.9% 

Transportation/material moving $23,692 $12,740 53.8% 10% <1% 

Handlers, helpers, laborers $20,793 $16,856. 81.1% 19% 1.2% 

Service workers $21,028 $14,976 71.2% 60% 13.0% 

Farming, forestry, fishing $18,127 $17,251 95.2% 18% <1% 

The table above shows the difference in earnings and the corresponding wage gap for various occupations. The most 
equitable female to male earnings are found in the farming, forestry and fishing industries, though these industries 
continue to be dominated by male employees. The occupation with the widest gap in earnings is transportation and 
material moving (53.8 percent) followed closely by machine operators and inspectors (59.9 percent). Sales, 
executive/ managerial, professional specialty and production also have a wide disparity between female and male 
workers with women earning less than seventy cents for every dollar earned by men. 
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WAGE GAP BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 

9to 12 

Wage Gap by Educational Attainment, US, 1996 
Full time, Year-round Workers 

Age 26 and Over 
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The charts above and below demonstrate the difference in earning power of men and women who have similar 
educational backgrounds. Interestingly, it is at the lowest and highest ranges of educational attainment that the 
earnings of males and females are the most equal. 

The median annual earnings of males who work full-time, year-round and who have eight years or less of formal 
schooling is $17,962. Females at the same educational level earn $14,414 annually. These figures represent the 
smallest difference in wages with women earning 80.2 percent of the wages earned by men. At the other end of the 
educational spectrum, women with their doctorate collect 79.0 percent of the annual earnings of men ($56,267 and 
$71,227, respectively). 

The gap is the largest between women and men who hold a professional degree, with women earning only 67 .o 
percent of the median annual earnings of men. It is also at this level of education that both men and women have 
the highest earnings, with men averaging $85,963 and women averaging $57,624. 
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EARNINGS BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 

Earnings by Sex and Educational Attainment, US, 1996 
Full time, Year-round Workers 
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EARNINGS BY RACE 

Median Annual Earnings by Race 
Male and Female Full time, Year-round Workers, US, 1998 
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The earnings of females of Hispanic origin most closely approximate that of their male counterparts. Whereas While 
women who work full-time, year-round earn 73.3 percent of the wages earned by White men, the wage gap ra~io for 
Hispanic women (compared to Hispanic men) is 88.6 percent. Black women who are full-time earners receive 81.3 
percent of the median earnings of Black men. 

Although the median income for White women is higher than that of both Black and Hispanic women, the lo~r 
earnings of Black and Hispanic males (compared to White males) results in a higher ratio of earnings for Black and 
'-iispanic females. 

EARNINGS BY AGE 

Median Annual Earnings by Age, US, 1996 
Male and Female Full time, Year-round Workers 
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The gap in wages is the lowest at the youngest age level and steadily increases with age_. 

The ratio of earnings by age group is: Age Group 
15 to 24 
25 to 34 
35 to 44 
45 to 54 
55 to 64 
65 and over 

Earnings Ratio 
86.7% . 
82.2% 
72.5% 
65.5% 
63.4% 
63.2% 
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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Marital status and living arrangements, with information 
compiled from U.S. Census data. Topics covered include 
age at first marriage, marital status and living arrangements 
of adults, and living arrangements and poverty status of 
children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
The Commission will be holding a public hearing on 
Wednesday, July 1 at 1 :30 in the Community Room at 
Minnetonka City Hall. The hearing will address community 
supports for women and their families. Members of the 
public are encouraged to attend. If you wish to testify, 
please contact the Commission by phone or e-mail. 

Median Age at First Marriage 

Age at First Marriage by Sex 
U.S., 1890-1996 
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The median age of first marriage for both men and women has been 
increasing steadily since 1950. The 1996 level represents the highest 
age recorded by the Census Bureau. 



Females: 

Males: 

18 and over 
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Marital Status of Adults 

Marital Status by Age 
U.S. Females, 1996 
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In 1996, 75.3 percent of women ages 18 to 24 were never married. For women 
25 to 34, this figure decreases to 28.6 percent. The age groups with the highest 
proportion of divorced women correspond to those of men. 14.7 percent of 
women age 35 to 44 a·nd 15.2 percent of females age 45 to 64 were divorced. 

In 1996, 85.9 percent of males from 18 to 24 were never married. This 
proportion drops to 40.3 percent for the next age category (25 to 34), and only 
6.9 percent of men 45 to 64 had never married. The age groups with the highest 
percentage of males currently divorced are 35 to 44 and 45 to 64 with 11. 9 
percent and 12.0 percent, respectively. (See graph next page). 
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Marital Status of Adults, continued 
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Changes in Marital Status: 

Marital Status by Age 
U.S. Males, 1996 

62.1 

53.1 

70.2 

69.8 

40% 60% 

85.9 

79.5 

married 

79.0 
O never married 
■ widowed 
O divorced 

80% 100% 

The fastest growing marital status category is the "currently divorced" population. In 1970, 
divorced adults comprised three percent of the adult population, by 1996 this figure grew to 10 
percent. These percentages represent a quadrupling in the number of currently divorced adults 
(from 4.3 million in 1970 to 18.3 million in 1996). 

Between 1970 and 1996, the number of currently married people increased by 23 percent. 
The number of unmarried people increased by over 100 percent during that same time period. 
As a result of these increases, there has been a decline in the proportion of adults who are 
married from 72 percent in 1970 to 60 percent in 1996. 

All races have experienced a decline in the proportion of adults currently married. The changes 
have been most significant for Blacks. In 1970, 64 percent of Black adults were currently 
married; in 1996, this was down to 42 percent. In 1970, 73 percent of White adults and 72 
percent of Hispanic adults were currently married. By 1996, the proportions decreased to 63 
percent and 58 percent, respectively. 
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Percentage of Adults Never Married 

Percent Never Married by Age 
U.S. Females, 1970 and 1996 

80% ~--------------------, 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

68.5 

20 to 24 25 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 39 

□ 1910 
■ 1996 

40 to44 

In 1996, never-married adults made up the largest proportion (59 percent) 
of the unmarried population. Those who were currently divorced made up 
24 percent and those who were widowed made up 18 percent of this 
population. 

In 1970, the number of adults who never married was 21.4 million. This 
number more than doubled by 1996, with 44.9 million never-married adults 
in the U.S. population. The largest increases in the proportion never 
married have been seen in fnen and women in their late twenties and early 
thirties. From 1970 to 1996, the proportion of 25- to 29-year-olds who 
never married more than doubled for men (increasing from 19 to 52 
percent) and more than tripled for females (increasing from 11 to 38 
percent). 

Percent Never Married by Age 
U.S. Males, 1970 and 1996 
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Living Arrangements of Children 
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Living Arrangements of Children 
Under Age 18, by Race 

U.S., 1996 
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The percentage of children under 18 years living with two parents has declined from 85 percent to 68 
percent between 1970 and 1996. The majority of (86 percent) of single-parent children live with their 
mother, but an increasing proportion live with their father. The percentage of children who live with two 
parents varies considerably by race. Whereas 77 .1 percent of White children live with both parents, 
only 36.8 percent of Black children do. The financial impact of these living arrangements is 
demonstrated by the poverty rate chart beiciw. 
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Poverty Rates of Children 

Poverty Rate of Children under 18 
by Living Arragngements and Race, U.S. 1996 
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The 1996 federal poverty level for a family of four was $16,036. The proportion of children who live in 
poverty varie-s significantly by living arrangements and race. As a general rule, children who live in 
two-parent families are the least likely to live in poverty. But, even in two-parent families, the 
percentage of children living in poverty is about 10 percent, except in Hispanic families, where the 
percentage is significantly higher (28.4 percent). 
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IN THIS ISSUE 
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Women's Share of the Labor Force 
Women's share of the labor force grew consistently from 1960 to 1997. In 1997, women accounted for 46.2 
percent of the U.S. labor force. This is a significant increase from 1960, when women accounted for only 33.4 
percent of the U.S. labor force. 

Women's share of the Minnesota labor force also continues to climb. Women accounted for 46.3 percent of the 
Minnesota labor force in 1990, which was slightly higher than the national average of 45.2 percent. In 1960, 
women accounted for only 31.5 percent of the Minnesota labor force, which was slightly less than the national 
average of 33 .4 percent. 
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Women's Labor Force Participation Rate 
Women's growing share of the labor force is partly attributable to their increasing labor force participation rates. 
The national labor force participation rate of women (age 16 to 64, see also endnote #2) has steadily increased 
over the past few decades, from 3 7. 7 percent in 1960 to 59 .8 percent in 1997. Between 1960 and 1990, there was 
an average increase of 6.6 percentage points every 10 years. 

Since 1970, labor force participation rates for Minnesota women have been higher than the national average. In 
1990, 62.5 percent of Minnesota women were in the labor force in 1990, compared to 57.5 percent of women in 
the United States. 
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Women's Labor Force Participation by Age 

United States 
Labor force participation rates are higher for younger than for older women. Of several age categories in the 
following chart, 35- to 44-year-old women had the highest national labor force participation rate (77.7 percent) in 
1997. In contrast, women age 65 and older had the lowest rate (8.6 percent) in 1997. 

Women's national labor force participation rate has steadily increased over the past few decades in all except the 
oldest age group. Among women age 65 and up, participation rates decreased from 10.8 percent in 1960 to 8.6 
percent in 1997. While a smaller percentage of women age 65 and older are participating in the labor force than 
have in the past, they represent a greater share of the labor force due to their growing population size. 

The bar graphs in the following chart are in chronological order (from 1960 to 1997) for each age category. 
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Minnesota has seen similar trends in labor force participation rates according to age, with participation higher for 
younger than for older women. In 1990, the labor force participation rate of Minnesota women ages 16 to 64 was 
75.2 percent, in contrast to 8.0 percent for those age 65 and older. Women's labor force participation rate in 
Minnesota has steadily increased over the past few decades in all but the 65 and older age category. Compared 
to the national average, Minnesota women maintained a higher labor force participation rate in 1990 in all but the 
65 and older age group. 
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Aging Baby Boomers 

The aging of the baby boom generation is reflected in labor force participation rates. As shown in the first chart on 
Page 3, labor force participation rates have increased for all working-age women over the past few decades, but this 
increase has been even greater for the baby boom generation. From 1960 to 1970, when the oldest baby boomers 
reached age 24, the national labor force participation rate of20- to 24-year-old women increased by 11.6 percent, 
from 46.1 to 57.7 percent. The labor force participation rate of20- to 24-year-old women grew by a similar 
amount (11.2 percent) between 1970 and 1980, when baby boomers born in the next decade reached age 24. Since 
1980, the growth in labor force participation rates of 20-to 24-year-old women has slowed to 2.4 percent between 
1980 and 1990 and 1.4 percent between 1990 and 1997. 

Labor force participation rates of25- to 34-year-old women increased by 20.5 percent (from 45.0 to 65.5 percent) 
between 1970 and 1980, when the oldest baby boomers reached age 34. In comparison, labor force participation of 
25-to 34-year-old women increased by only 8 percent (from 65.5 to 73.5 percent) the following decade. For 
women age 35 to 44, labor force participation rates increased by 10.9 percent (from 65.5 to 76.4 percent) between 
1980 and 1990, when the_oldest baby boomers reached age 44. Between 1990 and 1997, the labor force 
participation rate of 35- to 44-year-old women increased by only 1.3 percent (from 76.4 to 77.7 percent). 

Labor Force Participation of Mothers 
Labor force participation rates of women with children (under age 18) have increased substantially over the past 
few decades. The national labor force participation rate of women with children was 72.1 percent in 1997, up from 
47.4 percent in 1975. (Rates for earlier years are not available because the Census did not tabulate labor force 
participation rates for never-married women with children as its own category until 1975.) Labor force 
participation rates of married women with children have also increased, growing from 39.7 percent in 1970 to 71.1 
percent in 1997. 

Minnesota experienced similar trends. In 1990, 75.6 percent of all Minnesota women with children participated in 
the labor force, compared to 59.5 percent in 1980 and 41.2 percent in 1970. The proportion of married women 
with children participating in the Minnesota labor force also increased during this time period, from 39.5 percent in 
1970 to 69.0 percent in 1990. 
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Labor Force Participation of Women with Young Children 

Labor force participation rates for women with children under age 6 have increased but they have been 
consistently lower than rates for women with any children under age 18. (Rates for earlier years are not available 
because the Census did not track labor force participation rates of never-married women with children.) In 1997, 
the national labor force participation rate of women with one or more children under age 6 was 65 .1 percent, 
compared to 72.1 percent of women with any children. Married women with one or more children under age 6 
have comparable labor force participation rates, reaching 63 .6 percent in 1997. 

In Minnesota, the proportion of women with children under age 6 participating in the labor force grew from 18.1 
to 69.3 percent from 1960 to 1990, representing a 282 percent increase over 30 years. The proportion of married 
women in Minnesota with children under age 6 participating in the labor force grew less dramatically during that 
time period, increasing from 17.2 to 58.9 percent. 
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1. Where charts list only state or national data for a given year, comparable data for the omitted region was not available. 
2. The 1960 Census included people age 14 and older in labor force calculations. Later Census Bureau studies counted only 

those age 16 and older as eligible for participation in the labor force. 
3. "Married women" includes only those women whose husbands are present. Married women who are separated are not 

included in this category. 
4. National statistics on women with children for the years 1960, 1970, 1980, and 1990 were calculated from monthly data 

gathered for March of those years, which was more detailed than the year-end summaries. 
5. Beginning in 1997, data are not strictly comparable with data for earlier years because of revisions in the Current Population 

Survey. 
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HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE AND SIZE 

In 1997, there were 101 million households in the nation, an increase of 7.7 million since 1990. The rate 
of growth has slowed dramatically since the 1970s when households increased by an average of 1. 7 million 
per year. In the 1990s, growth has slowed to 1.1 million per year. 

Households by Type, U.S. 1997 
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The distribution of U.S. households by type is shown in the chart above. In 1997, 70.2 million of the 101 
million households in the U.S. were family households, representing 70 percent of all households. This 
percentage has remained about the same throughout the 1990s, but has declined since 1980 when families 
were 74 percent of hou~eholds and 1970 when they constituted 81 percent of households. In 1997, there 
were 30.8 million nonfamily households. 

Female-headed households represent nearly 30 percent of U.S. households, or 29.9 million households. 
Male-headed households represent over 17 percent of households, or about 17 .6 million households. 

Households by Size, U.S. 1997 

6 persons 
2.3% 7 7 or more 

5 persons \ 1.3% 
6.7% 

4 persons 
15.2% -----, 

3 persons 
16.9% -

I DEFINITIONS 

1 person 
- 25.1% 

2 persons 
- 32.4% 

In 1997, over 57 percent of households were composed 
of two or fewer people. The average household size 
was 2.64 persons, down from 2.75 persons in 1980. 
Since 1990, the distribution of households by size has 
remained unchanged. Of persons living alone, 59 
percent are women. Of all households headed by 
someone over age 65, 77 percent are headed by a 
female. 

Household: A person or group of people who occupy a housing unit. The "householder'' is usually the person in whose 
name the housing unit is owned or rented. Households are either family or nonfamily. 
Family Household: Two or more people living together who are related by blood, marriage, or adoption, one of whom is 
the householder. Family households may or may not include children. 
Nonfamily Household: Unrelated persons living together and persons living alone. 
Own Children: Never-married sons and daughters of the householder, including step- and adopted children, under the age 
of 18. 
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FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS 

Family households, by the Census Bureau definition, may be one of 
three types, married-couple, male-headed or female-headed, and 
may or may not include children. 

The share of persons living within families has declined over the 
past 27 years. In 1997, 86 percent of persons lived in a family 
household, compared with 89 percent in 1980 and 93 percent in 
1970. 
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Married-couple families are by far the most common type of family household, constituting 76 percent of 
all family households and 72 percent of family households with own children. These percentages are down 
from 1980, when married-couple households accounted for 82 percent of family households and 80 percent 
of family households with own children. 

Family Households by Type 
U.S., 1997 
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Between 1970 and 1997, the percent of family households maintained by a female increased from 11 percent 
to 18 percent. The percent of family households maintained by a male increased from 2 percent to over 5 
percent during the same time period. 

For family households with own children, 10 percent were maintained_ by a female in 1970 and 23 percent 
in 1997. Over this same period, the percent of family households with own children maintained by a male 
increased as well, from 1 percent to 5 percent. 
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HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN 

Fewer households include children and those that do have children have fewer than in the past. Since 1990, 
.the percent of households with children has declined more slowly. In 1997, households with own children 
constituted 34 percent of all households, in contrast to 45 percent in 1970. 

Households with Own Children 
as a Share of U.S. Households, 1970-1997 

1970 1980 1990 1997 

The average number of children per household with own children has remained constant during the 1990s 
at about 1.84 children. Households with own children having three or more children has also remained 
constant from 1990 to 1997 at 20 percent. This is a decrease from 23 percent in 1980. Many households 
have other related children living with them. In both 1990 and 1997, households with own and/or related 
children constituted 3 7 percent of all households. 

Married-Couple and Female-Headed Families 
with Own Children 

as a Share of U.S. Households, 1970 and 1997 
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Married-couple households with own children as a share of all households have decreased since 1970. As 
shown in the chart above, 25 percent of households were composed of a married-couple family with their 
own children in 1997, down from 40 percent in 1970. In contrast, female-headed families with children as 
a share of all households have increased from 5 percent in 1970 to 8 percent in 1997. 

I 
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SINGLE-PARENT HOUSEHOLDS 

Single-parent households are created by divorce, a 
spouse's absence (such as separation), the death of one 
parent, or the birth or adoption of a child by a single 
person. The number of single-parent households with 
own children has tripled since 1970 when there were 
3 .2 million single-parent households. In 1997 there 
were 9 .6 million single-parent households, 7 .9 million 
of which were female-headed. 
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Single-parent households are an increasing share of all family households. In 1970, single-parent 
households were 6 percent of all family households and in 1980 they accounted for 10 percent of all family 
households. By 1997, single-parent households were 14 percent of all family households. 

Single-Parent Households by Type 
U.S., 1997 
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Single-parent families are most commonly headed by 
females. In 1997, 82 percent were female-headed and 
18 percent were male-headed. However, men's share of 
single-parent families has increased over the past 17 
years. In both 1970 and 1980, women headed about 90 
percent of single-parent families and men headed 10 
percent. 

Of all single-parent households, divorced and never-married individuals account for the largest proportions. 
In 1997, 3 8 percent of female heads of household and 48 percent of male heads of household were divorced. 
Never-married individuals accounted for 36 percent of female householders and 30 percent of male 
householders. 

The distribution of single-parent householders 
by marital status is very different now than it 
was in 1970. In 1970, 7 percent of female and 
5 percent of male householders were never 
married, 40 percent of female and 63 percent of 
male householders were married with the 
spouse absent, and 20 percent of female and 31 
percent of male householders were widowed. 

Single-Parent Householders by Marital Status 
U.S., 1997 
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Women's Educational .Attainment, 1970-1997 

The educational attainment of women has increased steadily over the past few decades, as shown in the 
chart below. In 1997, 82 percent of women had achieved a high school degree or more, compared with 
55 percent in 1970. The percent of women gaining a Bachelor's degree or more increased from 8 percent 
in 1970 to 22 percent in 1997. 

90% 

80% 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

55.4% 

Educational Attainment of Women, 
U.S., 1970-1997 

Workers Age 25 and Over 

1970 1980 1990 

D High School degree or more 
• Bachelor's degree or more 

Educational Attainment by Sex 

1997 

The highest level of education attained by women and men in 1997 is shown in the chart below. A high 
school degree is the most common degree held by both women and men. A higher percentage of women 
than men have high school diplomas and Associate degrees as their highest degree earned, however, men 
surpass women in the percentage of Bachelor's, Master's, professional and doctorate_ degrees earned. 
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Women's Educational Attainment by Age 

Younger women are achieving higher levels of education than those in older age groups. Eighty-nine 
percent of women age 25-44 had achieved a high school degree or more in 1997, compared with 83 
percent of women age 45-64 and 65 percent of women age 65 and older. The percentage of women age 
25-44 earning a Bachelor's degree or more is more than double those in the 65 and older age group. 

Educational Attainment of Women by Age 
U.S., 1997 
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Women's Educational Attainment by Race and Hispanic Origin 

The percentage of White, Black and Hispanic women who have earned a high school degree or more 
increased from 1987 to 1997. For White women, the increase was from 76.7 percent to 83.2 percent; for 
Black women the increase was from 63. 7 percent to 76.0 percent; and, for Hispanic women the increase 
was from 50.0 percent to 54.6 percent. The percentage of White, Black and Hispanic who have earned a 
Bachelor's degree or more also increased over the past ten years. For White women, the increase was · 
from 16.9 percent to 22.3 percent; for Black women the increase was from 10.4 percent to 13.9 percent; 
and, for Hispanic women, the increase was from 7.5 to 10.1 percent. Data for other races are not 
available. 
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Women's Educational Attainment by Marital Status 

In 1997, ~omen who were married with their spouse present had the highest rate of earning a high school 
degree or more (86.3%). A high percentage of never-married and divorced women .were also at this 
educational level, with 85 percent of never-married women and 84 percent of divorced women attaining 
a high school degree or more. Never-married women had the highest rate of attaining both Associate 
(38%) and Bachelor's degrees (30%). 
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Women and Men's Educational Attainment by Labor Force Status 

Regardless of labor force status, a higher percentage of women than men had attained a high school degree 
or more in 1997. Of employed women, 92· percent had attained a high school degree or more, 38 percent 
had attained an Associate degree or more, and 28 percent had attained a Bachelor's degree or more. A 
higher percentage of employed men than women had attained a Bachelor's degree or more. 

Educational Attainment of Women 
by Labor Force Status 

Workers Age 25 and Over, U.S., 1997 

100% -,---=91;-;.s=¾.------------------------. 

90% 

80% 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0%------

76.2% 
69.4% 

Employed Unemployed Not in the Labor Force 

O High School degree or more 
O Associate degree or more 
■ Bachelor's degree or more 

100% 

90% 

80% _ 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% -

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

Educational Attainment of Men 
by Labor Force Status 

Workers age 25 and Over, U.S., 1997 

87.5% 

73.1% 
66.2% 

37.5% 

19.8%16.4% 

Employed Unemployed Not in the Labor Force 

O High School degree or more 
O Associate degree or more 
■ Bachelor's degree or more 

Commission on the Economic Status of Women, Newsletter #230, September 1998 Page 4 



.. . 
Median Earnings by Educational Attainment and Sex 

Women continue to earn less than men who have achieved the same level of education. The greatest 
percentage disparity is for workers with a high school degree. In 1997, the median earnings for a full-time year­
round male worker with a 11igh school degree was $30,090. The median earnings for a full-time year-round 
female worker with a high school degree was 68 percent of that of her male counterpart, or $20,501. At other 
levels of education the disparity is not as great, with female workers earning between 72 and 79 percent of male 
workers. 
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Median Earnings by Educational Attainment and Sex 
Full-time Year~round Workers, Age 18 and Over 
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Minnesotans had achieved higher levels ofeducation than the nation as a whole in 1997, with 88 percent holding 
a high school degree or more and 28 percent with a Bachelor's degree or more. Nationally, 82 percent had 
attained a high school degree or more and 24 percent a Bachelor's degree or more. In Minnesota, a higher 
percentage of women than men had earned a high school degree or more, but the percentage of men earning 
Bachelor's degrees or more is 7 percentage points higher than the percent of women. 

Educational Attainment of Minnesotans, 1997 
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Median Age in Minnesota and the U.S. 

In both Minnesota and the U.S., the median age of women was higher than that of men in 1990 
and 1997. In Minnesota during these years, the median age of females increased from 33.3 to 
35.8 years. In the U.S., the increase for the same time frame was from 34.0 to 36.1 years. The 
median age for males follows a similar pattern. From 1990 to 1997, the median age of males 
increased from 31.6 to 34.1 years in Minnesota and from 31.6 to 33.8 years in the U.S. 

Interestingly, in both 1990 and 1997 
the median age of women in 
Minnesota was slightly lower than 
the national median age. In 1990 
the median age of men in 
Minnesota was-e-qual to th_e_ n-ational- ~ 30 

. ~ 

median age for men, but the 1997 ~ 
median age of Minnesota men was ·; 20 
slightly higherthan the 1997 ~ 

C 

national median age. From 1990 to ~ 
~ 10 1997, the median age of both ..: 

women and men in Minnesota 
increased by 2.5 years; in the U.S. 
the increase was 2.1 years for 
women and 2.2 years for men. 

Median Age of Minnesota Women 

Median Age by Sex 
US and Minnesota, 1990 and 1997 
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The median age of Minnesota women has risen over 15 years since the beginning of this century. 
The increase has been steady except for the decades of the 1960's and 1970's at which time the 
median age decreased due to the large number of births during the post-World War II era. 
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Distribution of Males and Females by Age, 1997 

In the U.S., the distribution of males and females by age is fairly equal. The biggest difference 
exists in the 65 and older category ~o which 14.7 percent of women and 10.7 percent of men 
belong. 

45-54 
12.6% 

65andover 
10.7% 

Male 

Distribution of Males and Females by Age 
U.S., 1997 
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Total: 136,618,392 
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The distribution· of Minnesotans by age and sex closely resembles the distribution in the U.S. 
Again, there is a higher percentage of women than men in the 65 and older age group. And, as in 
the U.S. distribution, there is a higher percentage of males than females in all age categories 
under age 55. 
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Population Over Age 65 

There were 339,154 females and 238,590 males over age 65 in Minnesota in 1997; this 
represents 12.3% of the total population. Of those females over age 65, 46.8 percent were from 
age 65 to 7 4, 36.3 percent were from age 75 to 84, and 16.8 percent were over age 85. For males 
over age 65, 56.6 percent were from age 65 to 74, 34.1 percent were from age 75 to 84, and 9.3 
percent were over age 85. The chart below shows advancing age categories of males and 
females over age 65 as a percentage of the total population of males and females. 

~ 

Distribution of Persons Age 65 and Over by Sex 
Minnesota, 1997 

Cl) 20% ,----------------~ 

C 

~ 15% 14.3% 

'3 
g- 10.3% 
a. 10% 

65 and over 75and over 85and over 
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In 1997, 14.3 percent of women and 10.3 percent of men were age 65 or older. By decade, 6.7 
percent of females were age 65 to 7 4, 5.2 percent were age 75 to 84, and 2.4 percent were age 85 
and over. For men, 5.8 percen·t were age 65 to 74, 3.5 percent were age 75 to 84 and 1.0 percent 
were age 85 and over. 

Percent of Population Over Age 65 by Sex 

Females constitute the majority of the 
population over age 65 and make up a 
larger share of the population in each 
successive age category over age 65. 

The chart to the right shows the percentage 
of Minnesota's population over age 65 by 
sex. The numbers are similar for the U.S. 
as a whole. In the U.S. in 1997, females 
made up 58.9 percent of the population age 
65 and over, 63.1 percent of the population 
age 75 and over and 71.3 percent of the 
population age 85 and over. 

The number of centenarians (persons age 
100 or older) in the U.S. has more than 
doubled since 1980. Four in five 
centenarians are women. 
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Minnesota Population Estimates by Age and Sex, 1990 and 1997 

Minnesota 1990 1997 

Male M Dist. Female F Dist. %Female Male M Dist. Female F Dist. %Female 

Total 2,151,840 100.0% 2,235,340 100.0% 51.0% 2,312,594 100.0% 2,372,955 100.0% 50.6% 

Under5 174,626 8.1% 167,251 7.5% 48.9% 161,297 7.0% 154,447 6.5% 48.9% 
5 to 17 427,972 19.9% 406,320 18.2% 48.7% 480,039 20.8% 454,902 19.2% 48.7% 
18 to 24 220,721 10.3% 221,388 9.9% 50.1% 215,904 9.3% · 210,722 8.9% 49.4% 
25 to 34 388,793 18.1% 388,561 17.4% 50.0% 336,961_ 14.6% 334,404 14.1% 49.8% 
35 to 44 337,567 15.7% 333,638 14.9% 49.7% 407,810 17.6% 397,576 16.8% 49.4% 
45 to 54 213,137 9.9% 215,792 9.7% 50.3% · 292,158 12.6% 294,620 12.4% 50.2% 
55 to 64 166,929 7.8% 176,690 7.9% 51.4% 179,835 _ 7.8% 187,130 7.9% 51.0% 
65 to 74 132,513 6.2% 162,295 7.3% 55.1% 135,039 5.8% 158,963 6.7% 54.1% 
75 to 84 70,165 3.3% 114,118 5.1% 61.9% 81,375 3.5% 123,225 5.2% 60.2% 
85 and over 19,417 0.9% 49,287 2.2% 71.7% 22,176 1.0% 56,966 2.4% 72.0% 

Under18 602,598 28.0% 573,571 25.7% 48.8% 641,336 27.7% 609,349 25.7% 48.7% 
18 and over 1,549,242 72.0% 1,661,769 74.3% 51.8% 1,671,258 72.3% 1,763,606 74.3% 51.3% 
15 to 44 1,035,778 48.1% 1,026,989 45.9% 49.8% 1,075,919 46.5% 1,050,544 44.3% 49.4% 
16 and over 1,607,906 74.7% 1,716,689 76.8% 51.6% 1,747,598 75.6% 1,834,578 77.3% 51.2% 
16 to 64 1,385,811 64.4% 1,390,989 62.2% 50.1% 1,509,008 65.3% 1,495,424 63.0% 49.8% 
18 to 64 1,327,147 61.7% 1,336,069 59.8% 50.2% 1,432,668 62.0% 1,424,452 60.0% 49.9% 
65 and over 222,095 10.3% 325,700 14.6% 59.5% 238,590 10.3% 339,154 14.3% 58.7% 
75 and over 89,582 4.2% 163,405 7.3% 64.6% 103,551 4.5% 180,191 7.6% 63.5% 

Compiled by the Commlaslon an the Economic Status of Women from estlmatea from the U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Division, release PPL..S1 

The chart above gives population estimates by age and sex for Minnesota for the years 1990 and 1997. For each year, the first 
column gives the total number of males, the second column gives the distribution of males (percentage of males in each age 
category), the third column gives the total number of females, the fourth gives the distribution of females (percentage of females in 
each age category) and the frfth column gives the percent of the age category that is female. 
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✓ Electronic version of this newsletter. 

Summary of Women 
In Minnesota Elected Office, 1999 

Legislature 
House 
Senate 

Executive Office 
Judicial Office 

Total Seats # Women % Women 
201 57 28.4% 
134 35 26.1% 
67 22 32.8% 

6 4 66.6% 
279 62 22.2% 



Women in the Minnesota Legislature 
When the Minnesota Legislature convenes in January 1999, women will 
comprise 28.4 percent ofits membership, filling 57 of the 201 seats in the House 
and Senate. Women will hold 3 5 (26.1 % ) of the 134 seats in the House and 22 
(32.8%) of the 67 seats in the Senate. 

Minnesota House, 1999 
Total Seats= 134 

Women 
. - 26.1% 

Minnesota Senate, 1999 
Total Seats = 67 

Women 

Women in the Senate, 1999 
Ellen Anderson 
Linda Berglin 
Michele Fischbach 
Carol Flynn 
Paula E. Hanson 
Linda Higgins 
Janet Johnson 
Ember Reichgott Junge 
Sheila Kiscaden 
Jane Krentz 
Arlene J. Lesewski 
Becky Lourey 
Gen Olson 
Sandy Pappas 
Pat Pariseau 

66 
61 
14 
62 
50 
58 
18 
46 
30 
51 
21 

Men 
-- - - - 67.2% ~ ... .,, •• :,-,.c:,;i,,,,,1.,,. ,,,;,1,.,,, .. ,,,,. ,.,., , ..• 1,.,J-·----- Pat Pip~ -- __ 

8 
34 
65 
37 
27 

DFL 
DFL 
R 
DFL 
DFL 
DFL 
DFL 
DFL 
R 
DFL 
R 
DFL 
R 
DFL 
R 
DFL 
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Following.the 1996 election, women held 61 * seats in the Legislature, a record 
30.4 percent. All seats in the House of Representatives were up for reelection 
this year .. ·. As a result of the elections, four fewer women will be serving as 
legislators in 1999, reducing the number of women serving in the House from 39 
to 3 5. Th•e' following five women will be serving their first term in the House: 
Barb Haake, Mary Liz Holberg, Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Ann Lenczewski, 
and Julie Storm. 

Women Elected to the Minnesota Legislature 
1970-1998 

1974 1978 1982 1986 1990 
1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 

1994 1998 
1996 

Seventy-three women were candidates for seats in the House of Representatives 
this Fall. Of these, 35 were incumbents, 30 (86%) of whom won. Of the 84 male 
incumbent candidates, 83 (99%) won. Male and female non-incumbents both 
won at a rate of 13 percent: five of the 38 female non-incumbents and 16 of the 
117 male non-incumbents won. In six races, two women opposed each other in 
the general election. 

*Due to special elections, 62 women served in the 1998 legislative session, including 40 
women in the House of Representatives. 

Jane Ranum 
Martha Robertson 
Claire Rohling 
Linda Runbeck 

63 
45 
35 
53 

DFL 
R 
R 
R 

Linda Scheid 47 DFL 
Deanna Wiener 38 DFL 

Women in the House, 1999 
Lynda Boudreau 25B R 
Sherry Broecker 538 R 
Karen Clark 61A DFL 
Roxann Daggett llA R 
Sondra Erickson 17A R 
Betty Folliard 44A DFL 
Mindy Greiling 548 DFL 
Barb Haake 528 R 
Elaine Harder 228 R 
Kris Hasskamp 12A DFL 
Alice Hausman 668 DFL 
Mary Liz Holberg 378 R 
Alice Johnson 488 DFL 
Phyllis Kahn 598 DFL 
Margaret Anderson Kelliher 60A DFL 
Luanne Koskinen 498 DFL 
Peg Larsen 56B R 
Ann Lenczewski 408 DFL 
Peggy Leppik 458 R 
Darlene Luther 47A DFL 
Sharon Marko 578 DFL 
Betty McCollum 558 DFL 
Mary Jo McGuire 54A DFL 
Carol Molnau 35A R 
Mary Murphy SA DFL 
Mary Ellen Otremba 118 DFL 
Ann Rest 46A DFL 
Michelle Rifenberg 328 R 
Leslie Schumacher 178 DFL 
Alice Seagren 41A R 
Julie Storm 248 R 
Barb Sykora 438 R 
Kathy Tingelstad 508 R 
Jean Wagenius 63A DFL 
Linda Wejcman 618 DFL 
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22A 

Women in the Legislature 
1999 Minnesota House Membership 

4A 

BA - Mary Murphy 
11A - Roxann Daggett 
11B - Mary Ellen Otremba 
12A - Kris Hasskamp 
17 A - Sondra Erickson 

17B - Leslie Schumacher 
22B - Elaine Harder 
24B- Julie Storm 
25B - Lynda Boudreau 
32B - Michelle Rifenberg 

See reverse side for detail of the seven county metro area. 

Note: Districts 35A and 37B are listed 
on the metro area map. 

Districts represented by women 
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Women in the Legislature 
1999 Minnesota House Membership 

35A - Carol Molnau 
378 - Mary Liz Holberg 
40B - Ann Lenczewski 
41A - Alice Seagren 
43B - Barb Sykora 
44A - Betty Folliard 
45B - Peggy Leppik 
46A - Ann Rest 
47 A - Darlene Luther 
48B - Alice Johnson 
49B - Luanne Koskinen 
SOB - Kathy Tingelstad 
52B - Barb Haake 
53B - Sherry Broecker 
54A - Mary Jo McGuire 
54B - Mindy Greiling 
55B - Betty McCollum 
56B - Peg Larsen 
578 - Sharon Marko 34A 

208 

20B 

348 

Districts represented by women 

F:7 DFL ~ 

SOA 

37A 

59B - Phyllis Kahn 
60A - Margaret Anderson Kelliher 
61A - Karen Clark 
61B- Linda Wejcman 
63A-Jean Wagenius 
66B - Alice Hausman 

51B 

29A 
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Women in the Legislature 
1999 Minnesota Senate Membership 

8 - Becky Laurey 
14 - Michelle Fischbach 

18 - Janet John.son 
21 - Arlene J. Lesewski 

27 - Pat Piper 
30 - Sheila Kiscaden 

See reverse side for detail of seven county metro area. 

Note: Districts 34, 35, 37, 50 & 51 
are listed on the metro area map. 

Districts represented by women 
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34 - Gen Olson 
35 - Oaire Rohling 

37 - Pat Pariseau 

Women in the Legislature 
1999 Minnesota Senate Membership 
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38 - Deanna Wiener 

45 - Martha Robertson 

46 - Ember Reichgott Junge 

47 - Linda Scheid 

50 ~ Paula E. Hanson 

51 - Jane Krentz 

........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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- s-3 - Linda Runbeck-

58 - Linda Higgins 

61- Linda Berglin 

62 - Carol Flynn 
63 - Jane Ranum 

65 - Sandy Pappas 

66 - Ellen Anderson 

20 

20 

Districts represented by women 
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Women in Local Government 
• 

• 

• 

Minnesota County Commissioners 
Prior to the 1998 election, 77 women served as 
county commissioners, or 17 percent of the 448 
seats. Updated data will not be available until 
January 1999. 
Minnesota County Attorneys 
Seven women were elected as County Attorney for 
the term beginning in January 1999, including the 
counties of Clay, Hennepin, Norman, Ramsey, 
Redwood, Mille Lacs, and Roseau. This is an 
increase of 3 women since the last election. 
Minnesota School Boards 
Prior to the 1998 elections, 796 women served as 
school board members, or 33 percent of the 2,398 
seats. Updated data are not yet available. 

• Minnesota Mayors and City Council Members 
In 1997, 13.5 percent of mayors and 24.4 percent 
of city council members were women. Updated 
data will not be available until the spring of 1999. 

Women in the Minnesota Judiciary 
Women will hold 22.2 percent of all judicial seats in 1999, 
filling 62 of the 279 seats. Two of the seven justices on the 
Minnesota Supreme Court will be women: Chief Justice 
Kathleen A. Blatz and Justice Joan Erickson Lancaster 
( appointed earlier this year by Governor Carlson to replace 
retiring Justice Sandra Gardebring). Women hold 3 of the 
16 seats on the Court of Appeals, or 18.8 percent. In 
District Courts, women will hold 57 of the 256 seats, or 
22.3 percent. When vacancies on these courts occur 
between elections, open seats are filled by appointment by 
the governor. 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

Women Judges in the Courts 
Minnesota, 1982-1998 

1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 

Supreme Court Court of Appeals District Court 

-+- -- -.-

Women in Minnesota Executive Offices 
Of the six statewide elected offices in Minnesota(governor, 
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state auditor, 
treasurer, attorney general) 4 or 66.6 percent are held by 
women. Mae Schunk will be the state's fourth female 
lieutenant governor. Mary Kiffmeyer has been elected to 
the Secretary of State's office, replacing retiring Joan 
Growe who had served in that capacity since 1975. Judy 
Dutcher, first elected as state auditor in 1994 and reelected 
in 1998, is the first woman to serve in that position. Carol 
Johnson will be the first woman to serve as state treasurer in 
Minnesota. No woman has ever been governor or attorney 
general in Minnesota. 

Women in Elected Office - United States 
• U.S. House of Representatives 

Fifty-six women (50 incumbents, 6 newcomers; 39D, 
l 7R) will serve in the U.S. House of Representatives in 
1999. This is a record high, surpassing last year's 
record of 54 female Representatives. A record 121 
women received major party nominations for House 
seats in the 1998 election. Coya Knutson, elected in 
1954, is the only woman from Minnesota to have served 
in the U.S. House. 

• U.S. Senate 
Nine women (8 incumbents, 1 newcomer; 6D, 3R) will 
serve in the U.S. Senate in 1999, the same number as 
served in 1998. Of the 10 women who received major 
party nominations, 4 won. Muriel Humphrey is the only 
woman from Minnesota to have served in the U.S. 
Senate, appointed to fill her husband's seat after his 
death in 1978. She did not run for election at the end of 
the appointed term. 

• Governorships 
Three women will serve as governor in 1999. Ten 
women had major party nominations for governor in 
1998. Two of these women-Jane Dee Hull(R-AZ) and 
Jeanne Shaheen(D-NH) - were reelected to that post, 
joining Governor Christine Todd Whitman(R-NJ). 

• Executive Offices 
Ninety-one women have been elected to statewide 
executive offices for 1999, including governor, 
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general, 
state treasurer, controller, and various other positions. 
Women will hold 28 percent of these positions. 

• State Legislatures 
Women will hold 22.3 percent of the seats in state 
legislatures nationwide, or 1,652 seats. Minnesota 
ranks 10th in the proportion of women serving 
(28.4%). 
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