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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Poverty in the United States, 1995 
This newsletter examines poverty in the United States based 
on 1995 data from the US Department of Commerce 
Economics and Statistics Administration Bureau of the 
Census. The poverty threshold is determined each year by 
the federal government. The 1995 threshold is included 
here, since this detailed data is from 1995. Poverty 
thresholds vary by family size. Families with incomes below 
those listed below are classified as poor. 
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1 $7,470 

2 $10,030 

3 $12,590 

4 $15,150 
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IDSTORY OF POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES 

1960 

1966 

1970 

1976 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

26.9% 

1960 1965 1970 

26.9 

21.0 

16.1 

17.1 

18.3 

20.7 

20.6 

20.8 

1975 

22.2 

17.3 

12.6 

12.3 

13.0 

14.0 

13.5 

13.8 

Poverty Rates in the U.S. 
1960-95 

42.9% 41.5% 

1980 1985 1990 1995 
Year 

NA 66.3 

NA 62.2 

NA 43.8 

7.2 44.0 

7.7 42.9 

8.9 45.4 

7.8 44.5 

7.6 41.6 

• All Persons 

+ Persons Under 18 

* Married Couple Familes 

-B- Female-headed Families 
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POVERTY OF INDIVIDUALS 
In 1995, 13.8 percent or 36.4 million persons in the United States were living in poverty. This 
represented a slight decrease from 1994, when 14.5 percent of persons were poor. In the last four 
decades, poverty rates decreased until the early 1970s and then began increasing. In 1960, 26.9 
percent of persons lived in poverty. 

Distribution of Individuals in Poverty 
In 1995, 40.3 percent of the poor were children under the age of 18. People age 65 and older 
made up 9.1 percent of the poor, with the adult-age population in between accounting for 50.6 
percent of the poor. Nearly two-thirds (64.8 percent) of the poor are women and children. 

Distribution of Persons in Poverty by Age 
U.S., 1995 

40% Children 

9% Age 65 & Older 

Geographic differences 
Individuals living in the nation's central cities or metropolitan areas were more likely to be poor 
than those in non-metro areas. Over 13 .4 percent of people living in metropolitan areas lived in 
poverty in 1995, while 20.6 percent of people living in central cities were poor. Nearly 16 percent 
of people in non-metropolitan areas lived in poverty in 1995. 

From 1994 to 1995, there were no significant changes in poverty rates in the Northeast, South, 
and West regions of the United States, all of which saw a decrease of .4 percent. However the 
decrease in the poverty rate in the Midwest was 2 percent in that same time period, from 13 
percent to 11 percent. 

The poverty rate in individual states in 1995 ranged from 5.3 percent in New Hampshire to 25.3 
in New Mexico. In Minnesota, the poverty rate for 1995 was 9.2 percent, down from 11.7 
percent in 1994. Minnesota had the seventh lowest poverty rate in the nation. The three-year 
average poverty rate for Minnesota between 1993 and 1995 was 10.8 percent. 
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New Hampshire 5.3 

Alaska 7.1 

New Jersey 7.8 

Utah 8.4 

Wisconsin 8.5 

Colorado 8.8 

Minnesota 9.2 

Missouri 9.4 

Indiana 9.6 

Connecticut 9.7 

Individuals in Poverty by Race 

New Mexico · 

Washington D.C. 

Mississippi 
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Oklahoma 

West Virginia; 
California 

New York 

l =iiiili 
25.3 

22.2 

23.5 

20.1 

19.9 

19.7 

17.4 

17.1 

16.7 

16.5 

In 1995, 11.2 percent of Whites, 29.3 percent ofBlacks, 14.6 percent of Asian and Pacific 
Islanders and 30.3 percent of persons of Hispanic origin were in poverty. 

Distribution of Individuals in Poverty by Race 
Of the 36.4 million poor people, 67.1 percent were White, 27.1 percent were Black, 19 percent 
were of Hispanic origin and 3.4 percent were Asian or Pacific Islander and 2.4 percent of those of 
Other race were in poverty. (Hispanic people may be of any race). 

Poverty of Individuals by Race 
U.S., 1995 
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FAMILIES IN POVERTY 
Between 1994 and 1995, the poverty rate decreased slightly for all family types, though female
headed households remain the poorest type. The poverty rate of all families decreased from 11. 6 
percent in 1994 to 10.8 percent in 1995. The percent of married couples living in poverty went 
from 6.1 percent in 1994 to 5.6 percent in 1995. Male-headed families went from 17 percent to 
14 percent in poverty. Families headed by women had a decrease in poverty rates from 34.6 
percent in 1994 to 32.4 percent in 1995. 

Distribution of Poor by Family Types 
Of the families who are in poverty, 39.6 percent were married couple families and 53.9 percent 
were female-headed families. The remaining 6.5 percent were male-headed families with -no 
spouse present. 

Distribution of Poverty by Family Type 
U.S. 1995 

7% Mate-headed Families 

54% Female-Headed Fam 

Female-headed Families 
Among female-headed families, 26.6 percent of white, 45.1 percent of black and 49.4 percent of 
Hispanic families were in poverty. 

Of the 4 .1 million female-headed families who were poor, 54 .2 percent were white and 41. 9 
percent were black. Families of Other race were 3.9 percent of the poor families. 

Families with Children 
The presence of children in a family makes it more likely that they are poor. The highest poverty 
rate among families with children was 57.3 percent for female-headed households of Hispanic 
origin. More than half of female-headed Black families were poor, with 53.2 percent, and 35.6 
percent of female-headed White families with children were in poverty. Overall, 41.5 percent of 
female-headed families with children were poor, compared to 7.5 percent of married couple 
families with children, who had a poverty rate of 7.5 percent. 

Poverty Rates by Race 
Female-headed Families-U.S. 1995 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

Selected Vital Statistics from the Minnesota Department of 
Health, including marriage and divorce rates, fertility rates, and 
births to teenagers and unmarried women. 

COMMISSION NOTES 

INTERIM HEARINGS 
The Commission will hold public hearings around the state 
after the legislature adjourns in May. Commission hearings 
can address a specific topic or be open-ended. The 
Commission is charged with following public policy relating to 
children, youth and their families, as well. If you are interested 
in hosting a Commission hearing in your community, please 
contact the Commission office. 

SPECIAL EDITION NEWSLETTER 
In May, the Commission will publish a special edition of its 
newsletter featuring a summary of the welfare and child care 
legislation passed during the 1997 legislative sessions. The 
June edition will summarize any remaining women's and 
children's issues from the legislative session. 
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DIVORCE AND MARRIAGE 
In 1995 there were 32,878 marriages and 15,486 and marriage dissolutions (for the purposes of 
this newsletter, dissolutions includes marriage annulments.) The number of marriages has 
declined slightly since 1990, when 33,688 marriages occurred. The number of marriages peaked 
in 1980, when 37,625 couples married. 

The number of divorces has declined slightly from 1990, when 15,595 divorces occurred. This 
was the highest number since 1960, when 4,175 divorces occurred. The largest increase in the 
number of divorces occurred between the years 1970 and 1975, when divorces went from 8,288 
to 13,187 in 1975. 

The ratio of divorces to marriages in Minnesota in 1995 was nearly 1 :2. In 1960, this ratio was 
less than 1 : 5. If present trends continue one out of two marriages will end in divorce. 

Rates 
Marriage and divorce rates are calculated based on the number per 1,000 population In 1995, 
there were 7.1 marriages to 1,000, down slightly from 1991 when the rate was 8.4 The divorce 
rate also declined from 3.5 in 1985 to 3.3 in 1995. 
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~ - - Marriage and Divorce Rates, MN 1960-1995 --~ 
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1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1995 

• Marriage 

+ Divorce 

Divorce by Age of Wife 
The age at which women are getting divorced has increased over the past two decades. In 1970, 
53 percent of divorces happened when the womanwas age 29 or younger. By 1990, this 
percentage declined to 3 5 percent of divorces. In 1995, only 28 percent of divorces in the state 
involved women age 29 or younger. 
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FERTILITY AND BIRTH RATES 
Fertility rates indicate the number of births per 1,000 women of child-bearing age, ages 15 to 44. 
The fertility rate among these women in 1995 was 60.1, down slightly from 1990 when the rate 
was 66.3. Fertility rates for women 30 and older increased between 1990 and 1995, while those 
for women under 30 decreased. 

Women in Minnesota are most likely to experience their first birth between the ages of25 and 29, 
when 48.4 percent of that age group had their first child. Among women age 15 to 19, 27 
percent gave birth to their first child in 1995. Among women age 40 to 44, 1 percent gave birth 
to their first child in 1995. 

Fertility and Birth Rates in Minnesota, 1940 to 1995 
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First Births by Age 
Birth rates are based on the number of births for every 1,000 people. In Minnesota in 1995, the 
birth rate was 13. 7, down slightly from 15. 5 in 1990. Overall birth rates in the state have been 
declining since 1960. Howver, for women over 20, rates have increased. 
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BIRTHS TO UNMARRIED WOMEN 
Among births to unmarried women, 3 7 percent were to those age 20 to 24. Women ages 15 to 
19 account for 29 percent of unmarried women giving birth in 1995, compared to .8 percent in 
1970. 

89% 

1980 

Births by Marital Status of Mother 

1995 

■Married 

11 % !ml Unmarried 

67,843 Births 63,259 Births 

■ Married 

mi Unmarried 

% 

The percentage of births to unmarried women increased slightly between 1990 and 1995, from 22 
percent of births to 24 percent in 1995. In 1980, births to unmarried women accounted for 11 
percent of births. 

Births to Unmarried Women by Age, 1995 

37% 20-24 1% Under 15 
5% 

10% 30-34 

18% 25-29 
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BIRTHS TO TEENS 
Births to teenagers, age 19 or younger, accounted for 8.4 percent of all births in Minnesota in 
1995. This is down slightly from 1990, when 8 percent of births were to teenagers and down from 
11. 9 percent in 1970. Births to those ages 18 or 19 account for the largest share of births to 
teens. Births to girls under age 15 are rare and have remained at 0 .1 percent for most of the past 
20 years. Births to 15 to 17 years olds have accounted for about 3 percent of all births since 
1993. In 1976, it was 4 percent, the highest percentage in the past 20 years. In 1995, they were 
3 .1 percent of all births. 

The number of births to teenagers over the past 20 years peaked in 1975 when 7,341 of the 
56,806 births in Minnesota were to teenagers. Births in the state overall declined since 1970, 
when 68,278 babies were born, compared to 63,259 in 1995. 

Births to Teenagers as Percent of All Births 
12% ~------
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IN THIS ISSUE 

page 2. Fact sheet of selected census information on women in 
Minnesota from 1970, 1980 and 1990 and data for women in 
the U .S. from 1990 and 1995. 

page 3. Recently released estimates from the 1994 Bureau of 
the Census survey on the poverty population and median 
household income for Minnesota and its counties. Included are 
children ages 5 to 17. 

page 4. Women on Soil and Water Conservation Boards in the 
state. This information was gathered and compiled by the 
Commission from a survey distributed last spring to these 
boards. 

page 5. Map of women's programs in the state. Included are: 
the battered women's shelters and community programs, sexual 
assault programs and displaced homemaker programs. 

COMMISSION NOTES 

STAFF NOTES 
We are sorry that Chris Halvorson, who has been with the 
commission for nearly ten years, has left us to move to New 
Hampshire. We wish her well in her new life. A replacement 
will be hired this fall. 
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Population 
Po ulation That Is Female 

Age 
Female Population That Is Over 65 
Population Over Age 65 That Is Female 
Population Over Age 85 That Is Female 
Median Age-Male 
Median A e-Female 

Marital Status 
Never Married Women 
Married Women 
Divorced Women 
Widowed Women 

Education 
Women With High School Diploma or Higher 
Men With High School Diploma or Higher 
Women With Bachelor's Degree or Higher 
Men With Bachelor's De ree or Hi her 

Households 
Married-couple Households 
Female-headed Households 

Families 
Married-couple Families 
Female-headed Families 

Families With Children 
Married-couple Families With Children 
Married-couple Families With Children Under 6 
Female-headed Families With Children 
Female-headed Families With Children Under 6 

Employment 
Women Age 16 and Over In The Labor Force 
Women Age 16 To 64 In The Labor Force 
Women Age 16 And Over Employed Full-time 
Women, With Children, In The Labor Force 
Women, With Children 6-17, In The Labor Force 
Women, With Children Under 6, In The Labor Force 

Families In Poverty 
Married-couple Families 
Female-headed Families 
Married-couple Families With Children 
Female-headed Families With Children 
Married-couple Families With Children Under 6 
Female-headed Families With Children Under 6 
+Data available for married women only-see chart below 

Employment I 
Married Women With Children, In The Labor Force 
Married Women With Children 6 to 17, In The Labor Force 

Married Women With Children Under 6, In The Labor Force 

"With children under 5 

Minnesota U.S. 

!IIlll 5% 

:i 11x~ 23% 
:?NAP : 6% ::~ix~ 32% 

NAJt 7% 
!47fJl/ s1% 

1970 

41'!1, 
50'!1, 
29'!1, 
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Estimated Number and Percent of Persons and Related Children Age 5 to 17 in Poverty 
and Estimated Median Household Income: Minnesota and Counties, 1993 

State and County 

Minna■ota ..••.•••.••.••••••..•• 
Aitkin County ..•••.....•..•. 
Anoka County ••• ••..•.••.••.. 
Backer County •••••.•••.•..•. 
Beltrami County ••..•.•••.... 
Banton County ••••..••.•••••. 
Big Stana County •••••..•..•. 
Blue Karth County ·• •••••·· ·· 
Brown County •••••••••• •••••• 
Carlton County •••••••••••••. 
Carver County ••••••••••.•••• 
Caaa County •••••••.•• .•••• •• 
Chippewa County••·•·····•·•· 
Chiaago County •••.••.•••..•. 
Clay County ••••••••••••• .••. 
Clearwater County ..•••••.•.• 
Cook County ••••.•.••.••••••. 
Cottonwood County •••.•••.••. 
Crow Wing County·••• •••• •· ·· 
Dakota County . • •• ••••• ••• •.• 
Dodge County .•••••••••••.•.. 
Douglaa County ••••••••••••.. 
Faribault County••••·•••••·• 
Fillmore County •.••• .•••••.. 
Freeborn County ·•••••·•••··· 
Goodhue County .•..••.•••.•.. 
Grant County •••••••••••.••.• 
H&DD&pin County ••••••••••••• 
Houaton County••••••·•••••·· 
Hubbard County • ••••••••••••• 
Iaanti County ••••••••••••.•• 
Itaaca County•··••····• ·••·• 
Jackaon County ••••••••••••.. 
Kanabec County .••••.•..••..• 
Kandiyohi County••••·••····· 
Kittaon County •••••••••••••• 
Koochiching County ••••••••.• 
Lac qui Parle County •••••••. 
Lake County ••• .•• •••••• , ••.• 
Lake of the Wood& County •••. 
L• Sueur County ••••••••••••• 
Lincoln County •••••••••••• .• 
Lyon County •..•••••••••.• •. , 
McLeod County •••••••.•••••••• 
ll&hnoaan County •• ••••••••••• 
Marahall County ·•·••·•••••·· 
Martin County ••••••• ••••••.. 
Meaker County •••••••••••.•.. 
Milla Laca County ••••••••••. 
Morriaon County ••••••····••• 
Mower County •••••••••••••••• 
Murray County ••••••••••••• •. 
Hicollat County ••••••••••••• 
Hoblaa County ••••••••••••••. 
Horman County ••••••••••••••. 
Ol.Jutad County •••••••••••••• 
Otter Tail County•••••••••·• 
Pennington County ••••••••••. 
Pina County .•••••••••••••••• 
Pipa■tona County ••••••••••.. 
Polk County .••••.••• , • , , •• • • 
Popa County •••••••• , ••••• , •• 
Ram■ay County •••••••••• .•••• 
Rad Lake County • ..•. , , • . , ••• 
Redwood County .. ••• . .•. .•.•. 
Renville County •..•.••••••.. 
Rica County .••••••.••••••••• 
Rock County .•••.••••• , . , , ... 
Roaaau County ••••......•••. . 
St. Louia County••· · •· •·•••· 
Scott County . ..•••....•. .. .. 
Sherburne County •·•···•····· 
Sibley County ...• , ..•...•... 
Stearn■ County •.•••••••••.•. 
Staal& County •••..• , .•••.••. 
Stevana County •••.•.•••••..• 
Swift County • .•••••••• ••• .•• 
Todd County .••••••••.•..••.. 
Traver•• County .•..•••...... 
Wabaaha County • ••••••••••... 
Wadena County ••••••.• , •.••.. 
Wa■aca County •••••••.•...... 
Waahington County ••••....... 
Watonwan County •••.••••..... 
Wilkin County • , , , ••. , • , ... , • 
Winona County ••• ••••. , •••••. 
Wright County .•••••.••••...• 
Yellow Medicine County •••••• 

Total 
Number of 

Poor 
Paraona 

00,363 
2,383 

17,316 
5,012 
8,023 
3,352 

813 
6,775 
2,346 
3,476 
2,637 
4,733 
1,700 
2,872 
8,020 
1,737 

306 
1,570 
6,726 

17,109 
1,485 
3,366 
2,132 
2,571 
3,820 
2,811 

827 
124,558 

1,706 
2,587 
2,665 
6,573 
1,380 
1,971 
5,751 

603 
1,951 

no 
1,041 

468 
2,112 

939 
2,542 
2,400 
1,037 
1,278 
2,622 
2,317 
2,630 
4,341 
4,119 
1,139 
2,174 
2,306 
1,224 
8,220 
7,002 
1,790 
3,362 
1,207 
5,421 
1,439 

64,150 
556 

1,736 
2,598 
4,387 

950 
1,309 

27,960 
3,197 
3,378 
1,586 

12,816 
2,405 
1,116 
1,400 
3,909 

609 
1,699 
2,357 
1,674 
8,429 
1,392 
1,006 
4,967 
5,568 
1,504 

Total 
Percent 

Poor 

10.8 
18.1 

6.4 
17.4 
21.5 
10., 
13,8 
12.5 

8.7 
11.6 

4.6 
20.0 
13 .1 
8.1 

15.5 
21.1 
7.0 

12.7 
13.8 
5.5 
9.0 

11.3 
13.0 
12.6 
11.9 

6.8 
13.8 
11.9 
9.0 

16.l 
9.7 

15.4 
11.8 
14.7 
14.4 
11.2 
12.2 
10.9 

9.9 
10.7 

8.8 
14.0 
10.2 

7.3 
20.3 
12.0 
11.7 
11.0 
13.5 
14.5 
11.1 
11.9 
7.5 

11.5 
16.1 
7.3 

13.5 
13.6 
15.4 
11.8 
16.8 
13.3 
13.3 
12.4 
10.3 
15.2 
8.7 
9.6 
8.4 

14.2 
4.7 
6.8 

10.9 
10.3 
7,7 

10.8 
13.9 
16.4 
14.3 

8.3 
18.3 

9.3 
4.9 

12.1 
13.7 
10.3 
7.3 

13.0 

Number of 
Poor 

Related 
Children 

5 to 17 

118,182 
619 

4,434 
1,355 
2,169 

852 
221 

1,313 
533 
909 
559 

1,202 
442 
754 

1,822 
490 

71 
411 

1,740 
3,307 

361 
756 
533 
689 
897 
642 
207 

30,561 
427 
649 
661 

1,777 
322 
541 

1,465 
134 
482 
222 
234 
109 
492 
229 
624 
542 
323 
330 
629 
573 
649 

1,193 
1,047 

297 
473 
587 
323 

1,868 
1,717 

uo 
126 
308 

1,372 
405 

15,085 
145 
446 
739 
885 
260 
327 

6,153 
762 
831 
395 

2,766 
566 
233 
355 

1,084 
156 
4:24 
619 
444 

1,985 
392 
245 
98" 

1,432 
350 

Percent 
of Related 

Children 
5 to 17 
Poor 

12.9 
24.9 
7.2 

20.7 
25.8 
11,7 
18.5 
13.7 

9,3 
13.7 
4,5 

2,4.0 
15.8 

9.0 
• .. 18.2 

25.8 
9.3 

16.2 
17.3 
4.9 
9,1 

11,9 
15.1 
15.4 
14.0 
7.2 

16.9 
17.4 
10.3 
lll.3 
9.8 

18.5 
13.0 
17.2 
16.6 
12.3 
15,3 
12.6 
11.8 
12.4 
8.9 

15.7 
11,7 
7.5 

24.5 
13.2 
13.6 
11.9 
14.7 
16.1 
14.2 
14.2 
8,0 

14.1 
U.4 
8.2 

15.9 
15.6 
16.7 
13.8 
lll,2 
17.1 
17.4 
13.7 
12.0 
19.6 
8.5 

11.6 
9.2 

16.3 
5.0 
6.8 

12.3 
10.2 

8.2 
12.0 
15.7 
18.5 
17.4 

9.4 
21.7 
11.0 
4.9 

15.7 
15.5 
10.7 
7.6 

14.2 

Median 
Hou■ahold 

Incoma 
(Dollar■) 

33,240 
21,020 
45,567 
25,348 
24,997 
31,708 
23,961 
30,357 
31,443 
30,212 
46,903 
22,391 
28,061 
37,586 
31,325 
22,285 
28,056 
26,876 
27,477 
48,803 
35,587 
28,012 
26,655 
26,862 
29,021 
35,967 
25,265 
38,709 
Jl,340 
24,310 
3',40 
27,220 
27,767 
27,090 
30,838 
29,179 
28,401 
27,461 
28,00 
28,450 
33,464 
23,996 
31,209 
35,225 
21,813 
27,241 
29,149 
29,732 
26,573 
26,813 
28,497 
27,92" 
37,342 
21,768 
27,202 
42,611 
26,183 
26,779 
25,511 
26,378 
27,145 
25,345 
35,314 
25,156 
29,051 
29,067 
35,626 
J0,236 
32,156 
29,293 
48,416 
42,726 
J0,007 
33,156 
36,267 
30,016 
25,041 
24,437 
26,098 
32,395 
22,930 
32,369 
53,168 
26,673 
29,092 
31,270 
39,539 
26,156 
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Soil & Water 
Conservation Board 

Aitkin 
Anoka 
Becker 
Belton 
Beltrami 
Benton 
Big Stone 
Blue Earth 
Brown 
Carlton 
Carver 
Cass 
Chippewa 
Chisago 
Clay 
Clearwater 
Cook 
Cottonwood 
Crow Wing 
Dakota 
Dodge 
Douglas 
Faribault 
Fillmore 
Freeborn 
Goodhue 
Grant 
Hennepin 
Hubbard 
Isanti 
Itasca 
Jackson 
Kanabec 
Kandiyohi 
Kittson 
Koochiching 
Lac Qui Parle 
Lake County 
Lake of the Woods 
Le Suer 
Lincoln 
Lyon 
Mahnomen 
Marshall 
Marshall-Beltrami 
Martin 
Mcleod 
Meeker 
Mille Lacs 
Morrison 
•currently has 1 vacant seat 

Women on Minnesota 
Soil and Water Conservation Boards 

July 1997 

Board Women on %Women Soil & Water Board 
Members the Board on Board Conservation Board Members 

5 0 0.0% Mower 5 
4 • 2 50.0% Murray 5 
5 0 0.0% Nicollet 5 
5 1 20.0% Nobles 5 
5 0 0.0% Norman 5 
5 1 20.0% Olmsted 5 
4 0 0.0% Otter Tail, East 5 
5 1 20.0% Otter Tail, West 5 
5 0 0.0% Pennington 5 
5 1 20.0% Pine 5 
5 0 0.0% Pipestone 5 
5 0 0.0% Polk, East 5 
5 1 20.0% Polk, West 5 
5 1 20.0% Pope 5 
5 0 0.0% Ramsey 5 
5 0 0.0% Red Lake 5 
5 0 0.0% Redwood 5 
5 0 0.0% Renville 5 
5 1 20.0% Rice 5 
5 1 20.0% Rock 5 
5 0 0.0% Root River 5 
5 0 0.0% Roseau 5 
5 0 0.0% Saint Louis, North 5 
5 2 40.0% Saint Louis, South 5 
5 0 0.0% Scott 5 
5 0 0.0% Sherburne 5 
5 0 0.0% Sibley 5 
5 1 20.0% Stearns 5 
5 1 20.0% Steele 5 
5 0 0.0% Stevens 5 
5 0 0.0% Swift 5 
5 0 0.0% Todd 5 
5 0 0.0% Traverse 5 
5 0 0.0% Wabasha 5 
5 1 20.0% Wadena 5 
5 1 20.0% Waseca 5 
5 1 20.0% Washington 5 
5 3 60.0% Watonwan 5 
5 0 0.0% West Polk 5 
5 0 0.0% Wilkin 5 
5 0 0.0% Winona 5 
5 0 0.0% Wright 5 
5 0 0.0% Yellow Medicine 5 
5 0 0.0% 
5 0 0.0% Metropolitan Area (7) 34 
5 0 0.0% Greater Minnesota (80) 429 
5 0 0.0% MN Total 463 
5 0 0.0% 
5 0 0.0% MN Association of 
5 1 20.0% SWCDs 8 

Women on 
the Board 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

7 
30 
37 

0 
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%Women 
on Board 

0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

20.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

20.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

20.0% 
40.0% 

0.0% 
20.0% 

0.0% 
0.0% 

20.0% 
0.0% 

20.0% 
20.0% 
40.0% 

0.0% 
40.0% 
20.0% 

0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

20.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

20.0% 

20.6% 
7.0% 
8.0% 

0.0% 
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Minnesota Women's Program; 

• Battered ~•s Shelter 

• Displaced Homemaker Pror,am 

+ Sexual Assault Program 

5 

■ Battered~~ Comnllnity Program 

Thief~ Falls • 
Qoobun __ __, 

... 
c,rgusFalls 

• NewYmc 

+• Bemidji 

• Rapids 

+ 
Rapids 

Ali,!Lea 
Austin .. 

Vi .. • 
lfgllll8. 

Metro-Area 

legi.,lative Cocrclimting Camiissicn 
~c InfamatimS},t<rm Office 

August, 1'i1:Jl 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Commission will hold a public hearing on teenage pregnancy 
on Thursday, November 20, at 1 :30 p.m. in the lunchroom at 
Arlington High School in St. Paul. 

INTRODUCTION 
This newsletter examines the estimated costs of raising children in 
single-parent and husband-wife families. The data used to estimate 
expenditures on children are from the 1990-92 Consumer 
Expenditure Survey, administered by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Expense estimates were updated to 1995 dollars using the 
Consumer Price Index. 

Included in this survey are husband-wife and single-parent families 
with one or more children, but no other persons in the household. 
Households with four members (two children) were selected as the 
standard since this was the average size of two-parent families in 
1990-92. Those with one child or more than two children would 
show different expenses per child because of the economy of scale 
that results with more children (it costs less to buy more). 

The following information highlights the child-rearing expenditures 
on the younger child in a two-child household in both husband-wife 
and single-parent families. Therefore, if a household contained one 
child age 6 and one child age 12, the survey considered the 
expenditures on the 6 year old as the average cost per child for that 
family. 

Child-related expenses estimated in this study are composed of 
direct parental expenses made on a child through age 1 7. These 
direct expenditures exclude costs related to childbirth and prenatal 
care. None of the expense figures in this survey include costs of 
college for children. The estimates do not include all government 
expenditures on children. Indirect costs involved in child rearing 
such as the effect of raising children on parents' current or future 
earnings are not included in the estimates. 
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TYPES OF CHILD-RELATED EXPENSES 
This survey included seven major budget areas to determine a family's expenses for each child. These 
budget areas are detailed in the table below. 

TYPE OF EXPENSE EXPLANATION OF EXPENSE 

Housing Shelter ( mortgage interest*, taxes, or rent; maintenance and repair; and 
insurance), utilities (gas, electricity, fuel, etc.), furnishings an~ equipment 
*Does not include mortgage principal payments 

Food Food budget at all types of stores, dining out, school meals 

Transportation Net outlay for new or used car, finance charges, gas, maintenance, repairs, 
insurance, public transportation 

Clothing Children's clothing and clothing services such as laundry, dry.cleaning, 
alterations or repairs, storage 

Health Care All out-of-pocket expenditures on medical, dental, drugs, supplies, and 
insurance premiums 

Child Care and Tuition, fees, books, supplies, babysitting 
Education 

Miscellaneous Personal care items, entertainment, and reading materials 

CHILD EXPENSES BY HOUSEHOLD TYPE 
Child-rearing expenditures generally increase with the age of the child and family income. Child 
expenditures are slightly higher in husband-wife families than in single-parent families in the same income 
groups. Total child expenditures average 5 percent lower in single-parent families than in husband-wife 
families. However, single-parent families spend a larger proportion of their income on children. This 
reflects the fact that on average, total .household income is lower for single-parent than husband-wife 
families. 

Child-related expenses are calculated for three different types of husband-wife families: low income, 
middle income, and high income. For the purpose of this survey, "low income" husband-wife families 
had a 1995 annual income of less than $33,700, "middle income" husband-wife families had a 1995 
income from $33,700 to $56,700, and "high income" husband-wife families had a 1995 income of more 
than $56,700. Child-related expenses are calculated for two types of single-parent families: low income 
and high income. For the purpose of this survey, a "low income" single-parent family had a 1995 income 
ofless than $33,700 and a "high income" single-parent family had a 1995 income of$33,700 or more. 

The vast majority of single-parent families, 83 percent, fell into the low income category. Only 33 percent 
of the husband-wife families fell into this low income group. Even within the low income group, single
parent families were more likely to fall at the low end of the income range, while husband-wife families 
were more likely to be at the high end. Ninety percent of the single-parent families in the survey were 
headed by females. 
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OVERALL CHILD-RELATED EXPENSES 
HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILY EXPENSES 

3 

Estimated annual child-rearing expenses per child ranged from $5,490 to $6,460 for a husband-wife 
family in the low income group to $7,610 to $8,710 for families in the middle income group to $11,320 to 
$12,550 for families in the high income group. Expenses within income groups vary depending upon the 
youngest child's age. Generally, overall expenditures increase with the age of the youngest child. The 
highest expenditures are for children ages 12 to 14 and 15 to 17. The chart below compares the estimated 
annual child expenditures between low, middle and high income husband-wife families . 

J;2 
$15,000 
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c $10,000 
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a. 
(/J -C: 
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g $5,000 
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C: 
C: 
<( $0 
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Estimated annual expenditures on a child 
by hus and-wife families, U.S. 1995 

$11,540 
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□ Low -incorre □ High-incorre 

D Mddle-income 

$11,500 $11,430 

6-8 9-11 
Age of youngest child 

$12,270 

12-1 5 

$12,550 

15-17 

SINGLE-PARENT FAMILY EXPENSES 
Estimated annual expenses per child ranged from $4,650 to $6,640 for a single-parent family in the low 
income group to $10,590 to $1 2,870 for families in the higher income group. As in husband-wife 
families, single-parent families' overall expenses generally increase with the age of the youngest child and 
are highest for children ages 12 to 14 and 15 to 17. The following chart compares_ the estimated annual 
child expenditures between low and high income single-parent families. •• 
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Commission on the Economic Status of Women, Newsletter #222, October/November 1997 



4 

TYPES OF EXPENSES 
Low income husband-wife families spend approximately one-third of child expenditures on housing, 
while low income single-parent families spend nearly two-fifths. Low income single-parent families 
spend a smat.ler percentage of child expenses on transportation and miscellaneous items than low income 
husband-wife families. Food, clothing, health care, and child care and education expenses amounted to 
similar proportions of child expenses for low and high income single-parent and husband-wife families. 

TYPES OF EXPENSES IN HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES 
Housing, food and transportation are the three largest average expenses on a child for all income 
categories of husband-wife families. Low income husband-wife families spend a greater percentage of 
child expenses on food than middle and high income husband-wife families, while high income husband
wife families spend a greater percentage of child expenses on housing. The following chart depicts the 
distribution of annual child expenses by income level of husband-wife families. Expenses were averaged 
across all child age categories. 

Distribution of annual expenses on a child 
by income level of husband-wife family, U.S.1995 
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Categories of child expenditures 

TYPES OF EXPENSES IN SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES 
As in husband-wife families, housing, food and transportation constitute the three largest shares of child 
expenditures for both low and high income single-parent families. Both low and high income single
parent families spend about the same percentage of total child expenditures on housing. Low income 
single-parent households spend a greater percentage on food than high income single-parent families, 
whereas high income single-parent households spend a greater percentage on transportation. 
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EXPENSES BY AGE OF CHILD AND TYPE OF EXPENDITURE 
Single-parent and husband-wife families differ in expenses among age groups of children. The chart 
below compares the expenses-per-child by the age of the youngest child between low income single-parent 
and husband-wife families. Expense comparisons between high income husband-wife and single-parent 
families could not be made because so few single-parent families are in the high income group. 

Expenditures by age of child 
of low-income single-parent and husband-wife families, U.S.1995 

32 :c c:J Single-parent t=J Husband-wife 
0 $8,000 L.. 
Q) 
a. 
C: $6,000 
Q) 
a. 

$5,900 $5,740 
$6,560 $6,640 $6,460 

$5,490 $5,220 $5,610 $5,510 $5,770 $5,940_ -- ,----
$4,650- .-- ~---

"' $4,000 C: 
,----,... 

:::, 

- ~ $2,000 -(U 

m 
$0 :::,. 

C: 
C: 
~ 

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12-15 15-17 
Age of youngest child 

Within each child age category, child expenditures between single-parent (SP) and husband-wife (HW) 
families vary by type of expense. The following table compares the percentage of total child expenditures 
allocated toward each spending category by low income families in the O to 2 and 15 to 17 age groups. 

Types of Child Expenditures by Low-Income Families, 
U.S. 1995 

Age of youngest child: 0-2 15-17 

HW SP HW SP 

Housing 38% 41% 25% 35% 

Food 14% 18% 24% 22% 

. Transportation 13% 14% 20% 13% 

Clothing 7% 7% JO% 13% 

Health care 7% 4% 7% 6% 

Child care and education 11% 8% 5% 3% 

. Miscellaneous goods 10% 7% 9% 8% 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
The realities of the economy of scale are apparent in spending per child when there is only one child in the 
family, compared with two or more. For example, a single parent with only one child spends 35 percent 
more on that child than the average per child expenses in a two-child single-parent family. If there are 
three or more children, single-parent households spend 28 percent less per child than the average two-child 
single-parent family. A husband-wife family with only one child spends 24 percent more for that child 
than husband-wife families with two children. Husband-wife families with three or more children spend 
23 percent less per child than husband-wife families with only one child. 
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Estimates in the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer Expenditure Survey show that costs of raising a 
child to age 18 have increased sharply over the past four decades. In 1960, the average total expenditure 
on a child from birth through age 17 for a middle income husband-wife family was $25,230, compared 
with $145,320 in 1995. Child-related expenditures have risen even when adjusted for inflation: In 1995 
dollars, a middle income husband-wife family in 1960 spent $129,900 to raise a child to age 18. One 
factor contributing to this increase has been rising expenditures on child care. As more mothers have 
entered the labor force, child care expenses have risen to one of the largest expenditures middle-income 
families make on preschool children. 
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Due to a printing malfunction the shading in the charts in this newletter is not evident. 
To help you understand the charts please note the following: 

• Bars are arranged according to income level from left to right. 
• Low income is always the left bar. High iricome is always on the right. 
• In the chart on page 5 single-parent is on the left, husband-wife is on the right. 
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COMMISSION NOTES 

We are pleased to welcome Roberta Gibbons to the CESW 
staff as a communications/policy specialist. Roberta replaces 
Chris Halvorson, who moved to New Hampshire last spring. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Facts about U.S. women, an overview of various data about 
U.S. women from the most recent information available. The 
data are from 1995 and 1996 and were compiled from reports 
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics and the National Center for Health Statistics. Data 
are broken down into the following categories: 

Labor Force Participation .................................. ........ .............. 2 
Household and Family Status ................................................... 2 
Marital Status and Fertility ....................................................... 3 
Age and Life Expectancy ........................................................ .4 
Income and Poverty .................................................................. 5 
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LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION 

Labor force participation rates for women 
. continue to climb. 

► In 1996, women made up 46 percent of the 
total work force, compared to 44 percent in 
1986. 

► Of women 16 and over, 59 percent were in 
the labor force in 1996, an increase from 55 
percent in 1986 and 43 percent in 1970. For 
women of usual working age ( 18 to 64) the 
labor force participation rate increased to 71 
percent, and for women in prime working 
age (25 to 54) to 76 percent. 

Mothers in the Workforce 

The incrfase of women in the labor force is also 
true for women with children. · 

► In 1996, just over 72 percent of employed 
mothers with children under 18 worked full
time, compared to 71 percent in 1986. 

► The labor force participation rates of married 
women whose children were between 6 and 
17 years old increased from 68 percent in 
1986 to 77 percent in 1996. 

► Labor force participation rates increase with 
the age of the child, but even for mothers of 
children under 6, labor force participation 
was 63 percent in 1996, compared to 54 
percent in 1986. 

► In 1995, 55 percent of women age 15 to 44 
were in the labor force within a year of giving 
birth. 

Employment and Marital Status 

► Nearly three-fifths (59 percent) of women in 
the labor force in 1996 were married, 26 
percent were single (never married) and 16 
percent were either divorced or widowed. 

Full-time and Part-time Employment 

Women continue to be less likely than men to 
work.full-time year-round. 

► In 1996, just over 69 percent of women in 
the labor force worked full-time year-round, 
while 88 percent of men in the labor force 
worked full-time year-round. 

► Women continue to represent a large 
percentage of the part-time employed. In 
1996, 68 percent of all part-time workers 
were women. 

Occupation 

Women workers continue to be concentrated in 
clerical and service work. 

► Nearly half ( 41 percent) of all employed 
women were in the technical, sales and 
administration field (including clerical work) 
in 1996. 

► In 1996 over a quarter (30 percent) of 
employed women worked in managerial or 
professional jobs and 18 percent were 
service workers. 

► Women continued to represent a small 
proportion (9 percent) of all precision 
production, craft and repair workers in 1996. 

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY STATUS 

Household 

The proportion of married-couple households 
has declined and single-person households has 
increased. 

► Fifty-four percent of households were 
maintained by a married couple in 1996, 
down from 56 percent in 1986. 
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► The number of households maintained by 
women grew 59 percent between 1970 and 
1996. Families headed by women made up 
13 percent of all households in 1996. 

► Non-family households (people unrelated by 
blood, marriage or adoption) represented 
over 30 percent of all households in 1996. 
This has nearly doubled from 1970 when 
they represented less than one-fifth of all 
households. 

► In 1996, 17 percent of households were non
family households headed by women. Of 
non-family households, 56 percent were 
headed by women. 

► Nearly one-quarter of all households in 1996 
consisted of one person living alone. Nearly 
59 percent of these households were women. 

Families 

Fewer families (a householder and one or more 
additional persons related through marriage, 
birth or adoption) are likely to be married
couple families. 

► The proportion of married-couple families 
has declined from 83 percent of all families 
in 1980 to 77 percent in 1996. Female
headed families have increased from 16 
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percent of all families in 1986 to 18 percent 
in 1996. There was a slight increase in the 
percent of male-headed families, increasing 
from 4 percent of families in 1986 to 5 
percent in 1996. 

Families with Children 

Fewer households and families have children in 
them. 

► In 1996, 34 percent of households had 
children under 18, compared to 36 percent in 
1986. 

► In 1996, 49 percent of families had children 
under 18, compared to 50 percent in 1986. 

► A decreasing proportion of children live in 
two-parent families. In 1995, 69 percent of 
children under 18 lived in two-parent 
families, down from 85 percent in 1970. An 
additional 23 percent of children lived with 
their mother in 1995, 4 percent with their 
father, 3 percent with other relatives, and I 
percent with nonrelatives only. 

► One-parent families accounted for 27 percent 
of all families with children under 18 in 
1996, compared with 26 percent in 1986 and 
13 percent in 1970. 

MARITAL STATUS AND FERTILITY 

Marital Age 

There is an increasing tendency among younger 
persons to remain single or marry at a later age. 

► The median age at first marriage for women 
increased from 20.8 years in 1970 to 24.5 
years in 1995. Men married at an average 
age of26.9 in 1995 and 23.2 in 1970. 

► In .1995, 81 percent of women under age 25 
were single (never married), compared to 66 
percent in 1986. The proportion of women 

age 25 to 29 remaining single rose from 28 
percent in 1986 to 35 percent in 1995. 

Birth Rates and Expectations 

Birth and fertility rates over the past decade 
have declined as women have postponed 
childbearing. 

► Nationally in 1996, there were 60 births for 
every 1,000 women age 15 to 44. This 
amounted to approximately 3.9 million 
births in 1996. 
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► Birth rates (the number of births for every 
1,000 women) and fertility rates (the number 
of births per 1,000 women of child-bearing 
age) have been declining in the 1990s due to 
changes in age-specific birth rates and 
changes in the number and age composition 
of women in childbearing ages. The 1996 
birth rate (14.8) is the lowest since 1976, 
while the fertility rate (65.4) is the lowest 
since 1986. 

► The annual fertility rate for black women for 
1996 fell to 70.8, the lowest ever recorded. 

► The birth rate for teenagers for 1996 was 
54. 7 births per 1,000 teenagers age 15 to 19. 
This amounted to 494,272 births to teenagers 
age 15 to 19 in 1996. The teenage birth rate 
has declined by 12 percent since 1991. 

► In 1995 women age 15 to 44 years old had 
an average of 1.2 children ever born. 
Women between 25 and 44 years old had an 
average of 1.6 children ever born in 1995, 
compared to 1.7 in 1986. 

► About 42 percent of women age 15 to 44 
were childless in 1995. Among women age 
25 to 29, 44 percent were childless in 1995, 
compared to 41 percent in 1986. Among 
women age 40 to 44, just under 18 percent 
were childless in 1995, compared to 13 
percent in 1986. 

► Among 30- to 34-year-old women ever 
married, 19 percent were childless in 1995, 
compared to 15 percent in 1986. 

► The birth rate for women age 30 to 34 in 
1996 was 84.5 births per 1,000 population, 
the highest observed rate since 1966. The 
birth rate for women age 35 to 39 was 35.4 
in 1996, the highest rate since 1968. The 
birth rate for women age 40 to 44 was 6.8 in 
1996, higher than any year since 1971. 

► In 1996, 32 percent of births were to 
unmarried mothers. Teenagers age 15 to 19 
represented 30 percent of births to these 
unmarried women. 

Divorce and Widowhood 

The 1996 divorce rate was the lowest in more 
than two decades. 

► The number of divorces granted in 1996 
( 1.15 million) was 2 percent fewer than the 
number for 1995 (nearly 1.17 million). The 
divorce rate per 1,000 population for 1996 
was 4.3, which represented the lowest 
annual divorce rate in over two decades. 

► The divorce rate per 1,000 married women 
age 15 and older was 19 .5 in 1996, 2 percent 
lower than for 1995 and the lowest annual 
divorce rate for women since 1974. 

In 1996 there were nearly five times as many 
widowed women as there were widowed men. 

► Just over 10 percent of all women were 
widowed in 1996, compared to just under 3 
percent of men. 

AGE AND LIFE EXPECTANCY 

Life expectancy from birth/or both men and 
women has increased since 1970. 

► Women's life expectancy increased from 
78.2 years in 1986 to 79.0 years in 1996. 
For men, life expectancy increased from 
71.2 years in 1986 to 73 .0 years in 1996. 

► It is expected that by the year 2005, the life 
expectancy average of men and women will 
be 76.7 years, compared to 76.0 in 1997. 

► The number of women age 85 and older 
increased 73 percent between 1980 and 
1996. The number of women above age 75 
grew by 50 percent from 1980 to 1996. The 
number of women over age 65 grew 31 
percent from 1980 to 1996. 

► In 1996, 15 percent of females were age 65 
and older, while 11 percent of males were in 
this age group. 
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► Women were 51 percent of the population, 
but they made up more than 54 percent of 

the population age 65 to 69 and 72 percent 
of the population age 85 and older in 1996. 
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INCOME AND POVERTY 

Annual Earnings of Women and Men 

► In 1996, the median earnings for all women 
age 15 and older were $16,028 and for men 
age 15 and older were $25,785. 

► In 1996, the median earnings for full-time, 
year-round workers age 15 and older were 
$23,710 for women and $32,144 for men. 
Since 1990, women's earnings have been at 
least 70 percent of men's earnings, with the 
exception of 1991 when women's earnings 
were 69.9 percent of men's. The wage gap 
was the smallest ever recorded in 1996, 
when women's earnings were 73.8 percent 
of men's. 

► Median weekly earnings for full -time, year
round workers in 1996 were $418 for 
women and $557 for men. 

Annual Income of Women and Men 

• In 1996, the median income for women age 
15 and older was $12,815 and for men was 
$23,834. 

• The median income for full-time, year-round 
workers in 1996 amounted to $24,935 for 
women and $33,538 for men. 

Income and Educational Level 

► For both men and women, income increases 
with higher levels of educational attainment. 
However, the median income for full-time, 
year-round female workers with a bachelors 
degree in 1996 was $33,525, while men with 
the same educational attainment had a 
median income of $45,846. 

Income and Marital Status 

► The median income for married-couple 
families in 1996 was $49,707. The median 
income for married-couple families in which 

both spouses worked in 1996 was $59,833, 
compared with $40,999 for families where 
the wife was not in the labor force. 

► The median income for divorced women 
was $18,690 in 1996, compared to $17,975 
(in 1996 dollars) in 1986. It was $24,858 for 
divorced men in 1996, compared with 
$24,705 (in 1996 dollars) in 1986. 

Women and Poverty 

► Of the nearly 37 million Americans who 
lived in poverty in 1996, 77 percent were 
women and children. 

► Approximately 12 percent of all U.S. 
families lived in poverty in 1996. Of these, 
about 50 percent were maintained by women 
without a husband present. 

• The poverty rate for female-headed families 
was 36 percent, compared with 7 percent for 
married-couple families and less than 15 
percent for families with a male householder. 

Poverty rates are highest among female-headed 
families with children at home. 

► Nearly half ( 49 percent) of female-headed 
families with children under 18 were poor in 
1996. 

► The poverty rates were higher for families 
with younger children. Fifty-nine percent of 
female-headed families with children under 
age 6 were in poverty in 1996. 

Older Women in Poverty 

► Nearly 14 percent of women age 65 and 
older were poor in 1996, compared to 7 
percent of their male counterparts. Because 
older women outnumbered older men, there 
were nearly three times as many older 
women in poverty as there were older men. 
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