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The Transrortation Task Force of the St3te of Minnesota, established 
pursuant ·o 1969 Minnesota Statutes, Ch1pter I 129, Article V, has 
endorsed 1he concept of a State DepartmGnt of Transportation, and 
hereby recommends i·o the Governor and t:1e Leg ls I ature th,rt the 
fol lowing be included in enabling legislation: 

I. Principles 

A. Declaration of Purpose 

The Legislature hereby declares that the general welfare, the economic 
growth and stabi I ity of the State and its economic security require 
the development of State transportation policies and programs conducive 
to the provision of fast, safe, efficient, and convenient transportation 
at the lowest practicable cost consistent therewith and with other 
State obj~ctives, including the efficient uti I ization and conservation 
of the State's physical and financial resources. 

The Legislature therefore finds that the establishment of a Department 
of Transportation* is necessary and desirable in the pub I ic interest 
to assure the coordinated, effective administration of transportation 
programs; to faci I itate the development and improvement of coordinated 
transportation service; to encourage cooperation of Federal, State, 
and I oca I governrnents, carriers, I abor, and other i nvo I ved part I es 
tovrnrd the achievement of State formulated objectives; to stimulate 
technological advances in transportation; to provide general leader­
ship in the identification and solution of transportation problems; 
and to develop and recommend to tho Govornor and the Legislature for 
approval State transportation policies and programs to accompl lsh 
these objectives with ful I and appropriate consideration of the needs 
of the public, users, carriers, industry, labor and tho national 
defense. 

It is hereby declared to be the State pol icy that special effort 
should be made to preserve the natural beauty of the countryside 
and pub I ic park and recreation lands, vii ldl ife and watorfovil refuges, 
and historic sites. 



B. State Transportation Pol icy. The Department should be directed to 
dove I op and recommend to the Governor and Lo~1 is I ature for approva I , 
a State Transportation Pol icy that addresses Itself to the planning 
and coordination necessary to a balanced transportation system • 
Inc I ud i ng hi ~Jhways, motor transport, transit, ra i I , a Ir, water and 
pipe 11 nes. 

C. Planning ind Coordination. The primary reason for this reorganiza­
tion is to fulfi I I the need for statewide comprehensive transpor­
tation plBnning and coordination. 

II. Suggested Governmental Structure 

A. The title Department of Highways shal I be changed to the Department 
of Transpc,rtat ion*. The tit I e of the posit I on Commissioner of 
Highv1ays ~hall be changed to Commission,ir of Tr-ansportation*. 

B. Al I duties and authority now vested in ··he Departments of 1-lighways 
and Aeronautics shal I be vested in the Department of Transportation* 
together with such other duties and authority as the Legislature 
sha I I orda i n. 

C. The Department should be flexibly organized in a combination program­
matic and functional structure with al I modes represented on a pro­
grammatic basis, and with Administration and Planning on a functional 
basis serving the entire department. (This is consistent with the 
des I rn to creat·e a focus on a I I modes and the need for mu It i ··mod a I 
planning.) 

D. The planning function should have a separate identity at the top 
level. (Initially, this might be~ planning I iaison and coordina­
tion function, rather than the actual planning.) 

E. Advisory Group 

There sha 11 be an adv 1 sory group to the Der,artrnent v-th i ch wou Id con­
centrate on po I icy and p Ianni n~J efforts. A major concern of this 
advisory group would be reviewing the development of a State trans­
portation pol icy. There should be representation from the fol lowing: 

The Legislature (the method of selection to be determined by the 
Leg is I afore). 

The Pub I l c Ser-vice Comm i ss l on ( to be se I ected by the Commission 
itself). 

F~eg i ona I Cou nc i I s , Comm i ss ions or Authorities ( to be se I acted 
by each). 

Cities of the 1st Class (to be selected by the City Counci Is). 

Each t4ntroro Ii tan Trans it Comm i ss I on (to be so I ec-t·ed by the 
Cammi ss ions). 



Such other statutory transportation groups as may exist or be 
created (to be selected by the groups). 

Labor and industry representing Gach mode mentioned in the Act, 
(to be appointed by the Governor). 

Appropr i ote transpodat ion user orga1ii zat ions (to be appointed 
by the Governor). 

The ChEirman shat I be appointed by the Governor. 

This grour: sha I I mE~et at I east quarter I\'. 

111. Funding 

A. Present fending should continue to suppc,rt aeronautics and highway 
activities. Highvlay trust funds would iupport some mass transit 
planning c:ctivities (stclte,·1ide as we! I c:.,s metropolitan) as they 
do nov,. 

B. Somo mass transit capital investments (lut not operations) have 
been aided by the Urban Mass Transporta1 ion Administration of the 
Federal Department of Transportation. This is expected.to continue 
and grow. 

C. State transportation activities (primarily coordination and liaison) 
in water, motor carriers, rai I, and pipelines would require new 
state funding from the Genera I f<evenue Fund or· other sources. 

D. The Dopartmont may apply for 1 receive, and accept federal monies and 
other monies which may be made available to the state for transpor­
tation purposes. 

*2'he tii;Ze 11Departme,1,t of H-iglnuaus and Tran.sp011 tcction :, 1,,as 
initioJ.Z.y selected -to m>oid pocsibl.e con.fUct 1,i1:th cons/;1:­
tutionat language. After reseaTching this concern 1:f appears 
that such conflict does not e;cist_, hence the less cumbe11 some 
11Depa21 tment of Transrm1 i;ationr1 1,,)ould be more desiPable. The 
consti·tut-ion ea tab l-i:d1es the road systems and highuay funds. 
~1.'he Depar-trnen:t of lligh1,Yays ,'.s established by l1inncwota 
Statutes Sec. l5.0l and cont-z:nued by Sec. l6'l.02. 'Phe office 
of Commissionei1 of JiiglnJays is es tab lishcd by Sec. 7-Cl-. 03. 
A final 11 evim) and 11 eso lution of th-is conceni should be 
made by Zeuislative s-taff OY' the Att01°ney General's office. 




