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Mr. Spesksr, ¥r, Presidert, and Members of the
Sixty-third Session of the Legislaturs of the
State of Minnesota:

A vital part of the program which 1 belieye should be enscted this
t+ag1on fer the good of our stete, concerns the full employment and ratisnal
redeyeloprent of the natural rescarces with which we have baen so ganerously
endowed. 1 know that we have 4 pmtual desire to protect thess resournes

from spuilatian and sbusge,

I firmly believe 1n & comprehensive and realistic program for the de-
velopment of these rraources and have advocsted one for a long time. T
sutlined the essentials of this program in an daddress to the Hibbing Chamber
of Commerce on July 31, 1962, It has now bteen updated with the knowledge,
aggistancy and concurrence nf the Minn.sota Natural Resources Council. Thaey

have endorzed thig program.

The abyrctiver of such @ program are univ~rsally acceptesd and must be
approached 1n a nonpartigan apirit., The federal government has long been
engaged 1n éuch A program,  New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin,
all have within recent years enacted legislation in this field. I recognize
that interested eartizens in this state have snd are working hard for such a
program and I urge them to redouble their efforts. They have my earnest

support in their endeavors.




A preogram Lo protmct asd conserve our natural rasources today is

practical and farsighted. The investment now is substantially less than

11 w11l be 1n ths ysars o come. As our population grows, possible park
aiten smay welil dissappear or become oo costly to acquira: the shores of
lakes and streama are being Lzavily d:valoped and, as a result, the cost
nf aéc»aw will become prohibitive orr ctherwise impoasible; wetlands are
disappearing: and coil and water .cnseryation programe are suffering from
zonflicting jurisdictional and phiiosophic problems, overlapping agencies

and diffsrences in atate and federal law

The program which | advocats wouldl bn—a.poadtive aid to the economic
developmen. of the state. The tourist and foreat industries would be
greatly benefited. - Topegraphic mapping and hydrologic studies are urgently
needrd by state and munjcipal governments and would be of great and vast

asgistance Lo industry. These bsnsfits are not axclusive, as you well know

¥e have the knowledge, the available facilities and the mep who have
made a career in natural reasources who can do the job., e cannot disregard
the situatinn any longer, the dﬁzy to enact a comprehensive program regts
solely with us. Tt should be one program that coordinates all efforts in

thi true sense nf total conservation.

Minnesnta is a bountiful state and you, as representatives of the
people, are conservaturs of this bounty. By the establishment of a program
on natural resources suc® as I recosmend, this can be one of the most his-

toric nessions of the legislature,

I, therefure, respectfully recommend to you and request your moest

*houghtful and immediate attention to the fellowing program:




i. 1 recommend a speed up of purchase and developmont of public acowas
to 1rkes. Minpesotla nhas over 12,000 lakes bul there are only about 500

public accesses and 1 recommend that we acquire 4,500 more by 1970.

¥e should increase the wetlands, game rafuge, public hunting grounds
and wildlife production acreage to 250,000 scres. We should acguire 250 new

natural pike spawning areas.

Only one-~half of ocur lakes have ﬁeen mappad and survayed. 1 racommend
that we map and survey the remsining lakes so that effective game and fish
mﬁnagament practices may be established. Presently, over 2,000 Minnesota
lakes have neither fish nor fowl, I recommand development of 1,000 addition-
al lakes for waterfowl production. In addition to reclmmation of 50 lakes
by chemical treatment to remove undesirable fish populations and stocking
them with strsam trout, I recommend the acquisition and development of stream
banks throughout the state at the rate of 100 miles per year, Water control
structures and food and cover piantings are essential to wildlife develop-
ment. The investment required for this comprehensive plan would be approxi-

mately $12,050,000 over the ten yesar period.

2. Over 5 million acres of Minnesota forest land need reforestation,
Because of the new and dramatic developments in using pulp wood atock, of
which Minnesota can be a super abundant source, it is imperative that we
push forward with a program to produce rapidly growing varieties of timber.
More than 5,000 products are today made from timber crops available in
Minnesota. Sales of Minnesota wood products in 1961, amounted to 3219,000,000,
Yet, according to the Forest Products Information committee, the surface has
barely been scratched. It anticipates that Minnesota, if it plans and acts

now, can in another decade double its present income from forest products to

$460, 000,000 annually!



We must prazpare now for the future. 1 propese that we invest during
the next ten year period 35,000,000 for timber stand improvemant, site
preparaticn and tree planting including aid to counties; $1,%500,000 for
improvement and extension of foreat roads for fires protection, timber access
and hunting, fishing and recreational access; $100,000 psr year for increased
nurgery tree production and tree planting; $100,000 per year for developing
new forest camparounds and rehabilitaling old campgrounds; $2,000,000 for
acquisition of 100,000 acres of erodable lands along and tributary to the

Missirsippi River from St. Paul io the Iowa horder, the Memorial Hardwood

Forrst,

3, It has been estimated that 24 tourists coming into a Minnesota
community drily are the equivalent of having a local industry with a
£100,000 annual payrell! With an increasing tourist trade and an expected
%tate population increase of 800,000 by 1970, more demands will be placed
an aur a;ready inadequate recreation facilities. In the last few years

alone demand for camping facilitiers in Minnesota increased by over 600

percent!

The challenpge and the necessity are clearly here. During the next ten
yrars 1 recammend *he establishment of 40 new state parks, totaling 50, 000
acres, at an acquisition cost of $3,750,000. In addition, I recommend the
addition of 10,000 acres to existing parks at a cost of $750,000. These
twe acquigitions will provide total park area near the recommended minimum
requirements for present needs. Further expansion should be considered in
the near future. In addition, we should provide a system of state aids to

county aml local parks systems.

We must expand, develop and build new camp sites and picnic areas.
Therz 1s an immediate need to expand and develop new children's group camps.

®e nesd new boating and bathing facilities throughout the atate park system.




7. Our topographic mapping must be completed. Topographic mapping is
essential to a’Full Employment of Natural Resources program. Such maps sre
necessary for all planning and development, flood control, drainage, irri-
gation, sewage disposal, recreation, snd in sll water resource studies; for
planning of soil conservation prectices snd projects, and ss a base for soil
mapping; as a base for geclogic mapping, and in exploration for mineral re-
sources; in land classification and the formulation of land management
policies; in forest administration, forest inventory, planning of access
rosds and fire protection; in the planning snd development of parks and other
recreational arecs; in the recreational use of water; in administration and

improvement of fish and wildlife habitat; in planning public access to lakes.

At present less than 40 percent of the State of Minnesota is adequately
mapped. At present costs, mapping of the entire state can be substantially
completed in about ten years at a cost to the state of about $4,000,00C

with the federal government, under its present policies, assuming about

half of the cost.

B. Aids from the state must be provided to waterhed districts and spil
conservation district programs to pay'for public benefits arising from works
of improvement in the districts., I recommend that the state provide
$2,500,000 for up to 50 percent of the cost of dam construction, cost of
land for fish and wildlife development, lake improvement and recreation
areas. Such funds are not ctherwise available ani many soil consurvation

programs are unable, as a consequence, tc proceed.

9. Finally, 1 recommend a statewide natural resources and recreation

committee to assist in planning natural resource development and recreational

activity in Minnesota.




This Full Pmployment of Resources program is practical, feasible and

urgently needed. It will psy heavy dividends. It is flexible in that it

can be reviewed by you each biennium and rasdjusted to the needs of the time.

To finance the program I recommend s tax of 1y per package on cigarettes,
The proceeds of this tax will permit the program to get under way immediately.
As the program progresses, I recommend a study of sources of future revenue

to permit reaching our present goidls within ten years. Federal funds will be

available toc assist us in some areas.

This task is important, It is necessary. It cannot wait. Members of

this Sixty-third Session, let us work in concert with one another for

Minnesota. Let us work hand in hand with nature and with God and together

renew the face of the earth in Minnesota.




