
♦SPECIAL SaEjSAGE TO THE LKJSLATURE ON COKSEITVATIOM. 

GoviKnoe Elncr L. JUidaraan,

> April 7, 1961
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Today I invite your atteaticn to a lew of the more urijen*. problems 

which require iegislative actlsn in Ae field at Conservation.

t. Acceleratiiad Proarain of S^ate Fursef/ Productiwt 

fte production of state tree n>s’s«^ies should be increased to 

SO mlUion seedlings annually. This will require $353,000 Increase in tha 

arr-«r>pr!ation .'or the biennium. ! ur^o fevorabie action.

2. ror-?st Tire Pro*&etton

Equipment is vitally ner’ed to m iintaua firs flghtirg protcctlo-a 

ft: f4;nn_so»t 'ares'. l’“.nds. Ccr.vr s—-> to the nc.vj radio frequencies 

a.itign c by the Federal Communications Commission has been delayed for 

Irek of a.op.op.haticn. The recommended budget contains an increase cf 

57C,0D'- so: eq' ipmer.t end to financa p.'.rt!r.! cor/>.fsion to the nev' ralio 

frequjr tier, ci-ing the cemi-v-. bivnniuM. 1 erdorse ihis essentia! s.tr/ice 

of fc.-cs*. maniyemei.t.

Fo'nus-.i-'c Log It. at Im to "r.ab i.-rh Coun'v Par.'ts 

It Ic rtco-.mendtd thr t pcrr.T.ssiva logislctlon ba enacted whereby 

Ooii.-.V.et may establish county park areas. In 1355 such legislation was 

pas; d and subsequently amended to apply only to Hennepin County. Such 

len'slflcn would help alleviate the criticr.l state perk situation and permit 

the counties to acquire desirable park sites while still available. I urge 

favorab!.-cctlo.-. on H.F. 1407 end S.F. 1310.
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4 ■ ^cauisition of Strategic Sutt; Park Areas

1 also recommend early committee action on bills establishing 

Devil's Track Falls, Fort Snelltng and Big Stone Lake State Parks, and a 

bil. providing lor acquisition of strategic areas tot 13 existing state parks. 

Park site opportunities are transient and should not be lost. These bills 

accordUgly are deserving of your careful consideration and support.

5. interim Commission on State Parks

In addition to *e park legislation already presented I wish to 

endorse S.F. 479, H.F. 561 calling for the establishment of a State Park 

Ir.ti.rltn Commission. Our greatest need in die management of our state 

parks and related recreational needs is planning and programming for the 

future. Such a commission is urgently needed to survey and project state 

par'i needs, and recreational opportunities.

6. State-wide Topographic Mapping

In 1943 when the topographic mapping program was authorized 

toy the legislature, there were only 45 partial maps of the state dating 

boir. 1S95 to 1934 and covered 11% of the area of die State. By January 1, 

I960, 232 topographic quadrangle maps had been completed so the state is 

now 34.6% .niapped.
1 recommend that topographic mapping be continued to provide 

the basis for an expanded program of geologic mapping particularly in the 

Arrowhead region under the St.ite Geological Survey. An appropriation of 

$50,000 tor each year of the bu^nnium on a matching basis is required for 

this program.
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7. Accuisitian of Public Acct-ss

Public Accuss. too, !.< a program of great urgency. It is no 

l.'.rger considered merely a wlkllifo program, but Is better identiiied as 

a part of our public recreational program. Boating has taken its place 

along with fishing and hunting, 2nd if not now, promises to exceed the 

demands of both combined in the new futixc. A total of 60/ public accesses 

have be;<n acquired or estebll^cd since Ae Aception of Ae program A 

1945. It should be remembered acquisition also implie-s the responsibility 

for development and maintenance. Legislative- support tor Ais purpose is 

an Investment in our recreational fAure we AouA not overlook.

8. "Save Minnesota’s Wetlands'

This IS truly a multi-purpose program which benefits waterfowl, 

upland game and fAbearers; provAcs public hunting areas; and conserves 

precious water. Over 75,000 acres of valuable wildlife lands, particularly 

irreplaceable wetlands, have already been brought into State ownership.

The goal is 250.000 acres and Ae cost will be great, but the preservation 

of OA watA, wildlife and public hunting justify the program. Continued 

support of this program is deserving of every consideration.

9. Acauiaitton of So-called Volrtc-ad Lands

S.F. 726 and H.F. 848 provid,^ for the acquisition by Ac State 

of Minnesota of approximately 33,000 acres of land from the- Federal 

govAnm.,nt at a total price of approximately $143,000. This anounr is 

based on the diftcrence between Ae- $193,000 which is owed Ae State of 

Minnesota for drainage assessments and interest on these lands and Ae
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dppraist^ valua that ha^ be«;n placed cn such lands by the r&deral govarn- 

mont of approxi!T.c>'L-ly $ 341,000. I am happy to endorse this bill which is 

d apartment - spon sorod, ncm-controwcrstal and decidedly in the interest of 

the state.

10. Facilitate Administration of State Water Code

Twe bills relating to water are of particular Importance.

H.F. 676 (S.F.809) amending Ch. 105.44 is designed to supply stato-wide 

data on watet use and H.F. 677 (S.F.616) amending 105.54 to facilitate 

cnfcrccment of present water statutes. I txge favorable action.

11 • Minn..-sjt3 ^icmctlal Herdwood Forest

Approval by thv Legislature of the bill 01.F. 871, S.F. 1440) 

support mg the Minnesota Memorial Hardwood Forest would perpetuate one 

of the nation's outstanding scenic, touring and boating areas in the Hiawatha 

Valley oi Minnesota. The Memorial Forest would extend from St. Paul to tho 

Iowa border along the shores of the Mississippi Rtver and major tributaries, 

prevent erosion and insure a rich harvest of hardwood and coniferous forest 

products. The state and participatmg counties would share< alike in the 

prcceeds from umber harvest. Herv. is .an are.i that dramatically demonstrates 

the poll ntial in th_ principUs of multiple use, encompassing assets of vast 

economic and aesthetic values.
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