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#SPLCIAL MESSAGE TO THE LEGSIATURE ON CONSERVATION.
~ Governor Zimer L. Andersen,

3 Agril 7, 1961
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Tod2y I invite your attenticn to a iew of the more urgent prodlems

which require iegislative action in the field of Cencervatien.

2. Accolerated Program of State Fursery Production
The producticn cf state tree nurseries should »z increased to
S0 million seedlings annually. This will require $253,000 increase in the

ar~.opriation Jor the biennium. I urge favorzbie action.

2. For~st Tire Pro‘cction

Equipment is vitally nexZed %o maintaia fivs fighting protection
fer Mainnzsors “orest lands, Conve s'20 0 the new redio frequancics
2371gn 2 by e Federal Communications Commission has been delayed for
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aprroprtatien. The recommencded budget contains an incre.se cf
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$7f.00" for eqripment aad to finance partizl corsursion to the new ralio
frenusr ~ies duting the comiag bieoniua. [ ercorse *hic esseontial sarrice

of {c:L3° montgemearnt.

3. Permissive Legiciation to Sei3b ich Coun'y Parks

R ic recommendzd thot permissive legislciion b2 enacted wheredy
courtlcn may establish county park arcas. In 1555 such legiclation was
Das:d und subseguently amended to epply only to Hennepin County. Such
leg’slosicn would help alleviate the critical stete perk situztion and parmit
the counties to acquire desirable park sites while still available. [ urge

favorable cotion on E.F. 1467 2and S.F. 1310.
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4. Acquisition of Strategic State Park Arcas

1 21so recommend early committee action on bills establishing
D ovil's Track Falls, Fort Snelling and Rig Stone Lakc State Parks, and a
bili providing for acquisition of strategic areas for 13 existing statc parks.
Park sitc opportunities are transicnt and should not be lost. These bills

accnrlingly are deserving of your careful considcration and support.

S. Interim Commission on State Parks

In addition to the park legisiation already presented I wish to
endorsc S.F. 479, d.F. 561 calling for the establishment of a State Park
Iritoriln Commission. Our greatest nced in the management of our state
parks and related recreational needs is planning and programming for the
future. Such a commission is urgently needed to survey and project state

pack nceds, and recreational opportunitics.

6. State-wide Topographic Mapping
In 1943 when the topographic mapping program was authorized

by the legislature, thure were only 45 partial maps of the state dating
from 1295 to 1934 and covered 11% of the area of the State. By January 1,
1960, 232 topographic quadrangle maps had been completed so the state s
aow 34.6% mappued.

1 recommend that topographic mapping be continued to provide
the basis for an expanded program of jeologic mapping particularly in the
Arrowh. 2d region under the State Geological Survey. An appropriation of
$50.000 tor cach year of the biennium on 2 matching basis is rcquired for
this program.
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7. Acguisition of Public Access

Pubiic Access, too, is a program of great urgency. It is no
1n-jer conswdercd mereiy a wildlife program, but is better identified as
a2 part of our public recrcational program. Boating has taken its place
along with fishing and hunting, 2nd if not now, promises to exceced the
dumands of brth combined in the new future. A total of 60/ pubiic accesses
have be:n acquired or establishcd since the inception of the program in
1945. It should be remembered acquisition zlso implies the responsibility
for development and maintenance. Legisiative support tor this purpose is

an investment in our recreational futurc we should not overiook.

8. "Save Minngsota’s Wetiands '

This 1s truly @ multi-purpcse program which benefits watertowi,
upland game and furbearers; providcs public hunting areas: and conserves
precious water. Over 75,000 acres of valuable wildlifc lands, particularly
irreplaceable wetlands, have already been brought into State ownership.
The goal 1s 250,000 acres and the cost will be great, but the prescrvation
of our water, wildlife and public hunting justify the program. Continued

support of this program is deserving of cvery consideraton.

9. Acguisition of So-called Volstead Lands

5.F. 726 and H.F. 843 providc for the acquisition by the State
of Minnesota of approximately 33,000 acres of iand from the Federal
government at a total price of approximateiy $143,000. This amount 1S
biscd on the difterence between the $193,000 which 1s owed the State of

Nonnescota for drainage assessments and interest on these lands and the



Qe -~

appraised value that has been placed on such lands by the Federal govern-
ment of approximately §341,000. 1 am happy to endorse this bill which is
department-sponsored, non-controversial and decidedly in the interest of

the state.,

10. Facilitate Administration of State Water Code

Twe bills relating to water are of particular importance.

H.F. 676 (S.F.809) amending Ch. 105.44 is designed to supply state-wide
data on water use and H.F. 677 (S.F.616) amending 105.54 to facilitate

enforcement of present water statutes. I urge favorable action.

t1. Minngsota Memorial Herdwood Forest

Approval by the Legislature of the bill (H.F. 871, S.F. 1440)
supporting the Minnesota Memorial Hardwood Forest would perpetuete one
of the natlon's outstanding scenic, touring and boating arcas in the Hiawatha
Valley of Minnesota. The Momorial Forest would extend from St. Paul to the
Iowa border along the shores of the Mississippi River and major tributarics,
prevent crosion and insurc @ rich harvest of hardwood and conifcrous forest
products. The state and participating counties would share alike in the
precceds from Limber harvest.,  Hcorc is an area that dramatically decmonstrates
the potential ain the principles of multiple use, encompassing assets of vast

economic and ascsthetic values.



