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«•••••• t* IMcr* •* IcfUlatar* m Traffic lafaty

•avaraar Ciaar U Aafaraac

■area M. IMI

Every aenber of this legislature kaoas that the paop'? of our state aant 

our Ism relating to traffic safety strengthaiiad. Bo subject has brou^t acre 

swil. A large maSber of bills have bees introduced. Ihia in. Teat is easy to 

understand in the face of a record toll of lives on our higha^rs in I960i and 

19dl fatal.ties running even higher than that of a year ago.

It 18 inperative that ae focus attention on the aost essential seaaures 

and prees for ianediate action to assure enactaent of a sound prog-aa on ehich 

our people ins. at. fc haven’t much tisie left. Therefore I re^ctftally ur^ 

you. the niemhers of the e2nd Legislature, to act promptly and favorably on bills 

ehioh are before you ehioh provide for

1. Iasi las Ceasaat

The drinking driver is one of the greatest hasards on our highways today 

I strongly support legislation that would require drivers who have been arrested 

and c.harged with driving under the influence to submit to a chemical test or 

face revocation of th« ir driving privilege. This would help to convict the 

guilty and at the same time protect these who are innocent. In addition it 

would hav“ a strong deterren* effect upon those who might be temoted to drive 

after drink.ng

This bill has been recaanended to pass by the Senate Judiciary Coar.iTtec 

after a very thorough study and airing of ail of the iaiplieations and applica

tions of this proposed law.

2 arrest on Rsasewable •rovsSs

It IS not often that an officer actually observes an accident. Under 

present law h.s arrest power is limited. Often he is prevented from making an 

arrest even though he may arrive at the scene of an accident very soon after
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EYery • lllber o f t h u l egi 1lat1&N ~ lllat tu peop '? of our ,uie ._t 

w- l an r elati ng to traff'1c Mfety 1tr~. a, MJeet bee b"'01111lt -,re 

mall. A Jar __ nllllbe r ot bill s hne been i atroduced. Thia 111 . ,reat ia euy to 

und r s an• n tbe r ace of a r ecord toll of' lift• OD our hiflb•,a 1n li80. and 

fll a •. t ~s r unning ettn 1gbe!" thu that of' a year ago. 

!t i s ir.., er at 1v 

and ~r.,. as for i11111e 1at action t o assure euctaat of• aouad prog~• on wtuch 

our ;: ns . st . le hav n ' t !IIUC'h time l ef't . therefore I r e specttully urg 

you. t . _ m mr r s o f tbe 62nd Legisl ature. t o act proaptl y and taYorab l y on il ls 

wl': ch are befo r you 11h d: prov de tor 

t. •••• ••• C•••••t 
Th . .nlo ng dr v r is one :, f the greatest hazards on our h. ghnys today 

g l at ion that 110\.ld r equ i r e dr1Ye r s who have been !ll"re st d 

an und~r t h · ntluence to subm i t t o a bem1c.t!. tes t r 

fa e r \' a: 1"'0 f b r dr :v i ng ~rivileg,e . Th u 110uld help to conVI t ~he 

gu1 y and at ~h S!i!T:e t .:te ;:,r otec t tbcse llho are i nnocent In add 1t1on 1 

wou hav 0 t r oni. t e r ren• e r fe t ~ on t hose who might be temJ t d ~o dr ve 

af e r --':- : nk . ~ 

This i i has be n r e = n e d to ~ass by the Senate Jud c 1ary :T.7-l• • 

af~ r a v ry • :1or o ,. study a:1 a : r ing o f all o f the 1:11p ic at ions and a l 1 a-

ions '> f t. : ro;;o i : 8 11 • 

It n t o f: t hat an off1 e r a t ua ly obse rves an a c 1dent . Und r 

r sent 11• h . s arr -s t ! :w,, r . s : :t! t d . Oft-en h s pr ev n t d : ~_m mak , n an 

,. n t he, h :,i :n11y 11rr 1•1_ a t!v s e n f an a d nt ve r y n f ·•-- r 
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tt oceurr*d wd it is very elsar tbat m smst should bs aade. te need a 
Isa that aouid give officers poaer of arrest on reasonable groaads. This can 

be drafted aith sufficient personal safeguards and its application can be 
aatctaed carefully la the coaiag blsnaiia.

• drlsar Idesatiaa

The effectiveness of driver education has b'^a clearly desnastrated Ail 

studies in Minnesota and in other states point up the fact that young drivers 

■ho have been given the advantage of approved ewraes in driver education are 

involved in f-eer accidents and traffic violations thai those sho have not had 

the benefit of such courses Oafortunstely, only slightly more than half of 

cur young people now receive complete driver education instruction Therefore 
I strrngly support the bills which you are nos cMisldwing which would eipand 

driver education to the point idiere an approved covse of instnicti<Mi would be 

available to every new driver and that no one under ^8 be granted a lu.eaae 
without driver training

s Csaaiaatiss far A.i trsvars Maa iiaaaas •aaasal

All of the infmsation available ro ua indicstea that ^arge nusdiers of 
drivers rtio are presently licensed in our state haie* •.aadequare visicn. Oc the 

basis of ».arge sjsle voluntary eye che ks it is es*..mated that as many os 

1£5,000 licensed drivers dc not meet minimum vision reijuirements More than 

half of the drivers .n Minnesota have »;ver been required to take ar e/em.n* 

tion to denonstrate their ability to see properly or their know'edgt cf -h' 

traffic laws Therefore 1 s-.ror.gly suptor* t.ie bills wh..k are now It .ng 

ccnsidered in both House and Senate vSiich provide for a vis.on check and 

written examination on traffic laws and signs, on rsnewal of driver l.oense

I Iscrease in aithear fatrsi ftrsaytk

T.-.e quickest and most effective action we can take to curb accidents is 

incressing our traffic law enfcrceroen* This has been de-isonstrated wherever
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1t ha• occurnd ad 1t u YerJ clear tllal • .-re8' alloulcl be ..ae. • DNcl a 

la• that 110wcl giTe :,ff1cen ix-r or arnn oa 1'9aoaable p-oada. T11u c• 

be dratted w1tb • uff1c1ent peraoaal •t.e·.aard• ad lt1 applicahoa cu be 

.,.•,cned ea!' !'llll y 1 11 tb -: 01u11g buaaua. 

I t,1 .. r 1e .. a1 :• 

The err ct veneu !lr clu,rer ecluelll OD b.M • - a clewl1 deaoa•trated All 

stlldies 111 lhnaesota ad in otb.er 1tate1 p iat up tbe fact that JOUiiC drinr1 

who ha-,e been iPYen the adYentage or approwed cour1es in clr1Nr education are 

1nv ., d n r 'lier ac :dents c. traffi c Y:o at1oa• th• tboae llbo hne not hm 

UnrortllllDt ly, 01111 al a«ht :y mor thai llal r or 

our young o e no• r e1 Y c0111, lete dr1Yer educatioa 1nstruct1on 'nleretor 

trc- ng y sui.port he b1l s winch you .,. now eoaaider1ag lltu-:h 110uld e1 an 

r " r u at 1on o t h po 1n .-oere aa approwed course r nst .ru t on wcw b 

ll'fa lab e t o ,, ry new driver and tba no oae under .e be g?"lillt d a '- . St 

• 1thout dr1v r tra n1ng 

• h••••t i • fer ••• t, : .. r1 .._ LI_.N ...... , 

Al i of the 1nformat1on e,ra,. et. :e ~., WI : nd1eates tba· -•«• mshers or 

r ivers • ho ar ~r . scntl y : tl'nsed 1n our st e•e hFe , nadequat ,: v i, :m. Or. 

11s1s o ! ar s~a:., vol untary ey "S St .lllllted : hat 8 !! :,iany S 

2 , 000 n sed r ivers do not ~e m.nUlllllll Y1a1on re qu~r tmcnt s i.:o e than 

ti n o u ~onst r a, • he r ab 1ty t u ~ , r oper ~y or the: r kno• · - ~ c f · h• 

tnff C 11• 5 

cnsidered in bo r. House and Senate 'lltl: ch ~rov1de for• v is . on t.eck end 

r. 1 ~en eaan 1nat on on t r afr : :aws and signs on renewal r dr 1ver i . ~ensc 

I ••er•••• ,ft••••••• P•tr•• It•••••• 
·:r.e ~u:c kes~ a:1d mos t e ffe t.ve actior. we can t ake ~o curb a c dents s 

~r.ereas u:ig our t ra!f . ~ •• ~nfc r emen· in s has oeer. der.:onstr ated wt.er ver 
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"saturation” patrols hare bean agiplosred. SMTe thera ia adequate eaforeeaant, 
acetients have declined.

Our Minnesota Higtway Patrol has not hem iamaaad ia aaBrnaBr siaee tha 

i9^7 session although there has been a great increase in nua^rs of drivers, 

nu^rs of vehicles registered in Minnesota and aiiles traveled on our streets 

and highaays. After exm.ag recosneadations froai national organizations and 

from our oan higbaay departaent, I believe that a very substantial increase in 

our Minnesota Highuay Patrol is necessary now. I also believe that »e should 

sake provision at this t isie for further annual increases in our hi^uay patrol 

coemensurate with the annual increases in traffic I am pleased to note that 

bills providing for increase in patrcl aanpomer are proceeding well in both the 
Senate and the House

• •rtvisf ■itbast a license

I have been particularly concerned eith the need for strengthening our 

laws in relation to those drivers who deliberately flout our laws by driving 

after suspension, after revocation or without a license Several bills have 

been introduced to deal more stringently with this type of violation

Committees in both houses are now at work studying these various proposals 

which proviie for stiffer penalties, mandatory jail sentences, confiscation and 

sale of vehicles and mandatory iagiounding of license plates I hope that the 

COTBiittees will recomnend strong laws which will enable our courts to deal mere 

harshly with the person who deliberately and flagrantly violates our laws by 
driving without a license.

7 Abaalate taaei Liaits

The multiplicity of speed laws which we now have in effect are confusing 

to motorists and law enforcement officials as well. Therefore I strongly urge 

that a single type numerical speed limit be enacted and that those prima facie 

provisions in our present speed law be removed

•sat urat ion• patrol s hffe been eaplo,-4. aer. lbeN ie edeqaate •fo~,, 

acci ent s hsYe declined. 

Our llinne,ota Higb .. y Patrol ba• aot lleeD iacnMed i11 aapoar eiace tbe 

ssion al t hoiagh t here ha1 been • great iDC1"11- in aualler• or itriw,r:1, 

nWllbe r s or • hi les r egist ered in lliDIIIIBOte 8Dd • ile• trneled on 011r s treets 

111, h1 hways. After e•-i ng r ecoaaadationa troa national orgaueti on• 8Dd 

from ur owm h~b•y de art•nt , I belleff tbat • ftl'J •ultat•Ual inc1"9aae in 

ur M"nne sota High•:, Patrol is necessary-· I also beline tb• t • sbol&ld 

m!lke i; r ov1 sion st this t me for f\lrthe:- 81111ual tnere-• i n 011r b1gbway patrol 

- nsur at e •1th t he annual incre • aes in traffic I• pleaaed to note that 

pr ov i 1ng for in r ease 1n p• trcl • anp«-r are proceedi ag •-1 in botb the 

nat and th !bus 

I lr l wl•I W,tl••t • Lic••H 

ha• been ar t cul ar l y c ncerned with tbe -d for st r eng heni ng our 

l aw 1n r l.at1on ~o thosl? drive r s lllbo de 1bente ly fiout our l aws by driv ing 

11 ~·· . - r sup n 100. ~f~er r •ocat ion or without a license Se•eral bills have 

~en i ntro uce t o eaJ mor str1118ent y with t b111 type of violat ion 

~ l t 1n bo h hous s are now st work s tudy :ng these •ar1ous proposals 

ll!l t ~h ; r ov ~- for stiffer ~ nalt1es. mandatory j ai: sentences conf i scat i on and 

sa.l of ve!:lci s and mandatory imp ound ing of li cense plates I hope t hat t he 

:c:r:r. i tte _ will r COllll"~nd s rclljl; : •ws 111n1 ch •il l enab le our courts t o dea l mere 

har sh y with the fer90 n who eel bera te y and f l agran l y viol ate s our l aws by 

!r : v n,i; without a ense. 

1 •••••••• I•••• Li• ,t• 

The :::ult q:l 1 ~Y o f s;iee aws wh ich - now hav e in effect are confusing 

t o motor ists an : aw enfo r . me n~ o f f1c 1a. s ss well . There fore! strongl y urge 

that s si ogle ty;;e nur.ier . al s. eed , imi t be enacted and that those ;;rima fac ie 

~r v1s ns 1n ou: ~~es nt s~ ed aw be r emo ve· 



• nvlar ■•kid* •••Mcttaa

A great nunber of accidents are the ramlt of defective ei]ui{»aent 

Experience in other states indicates that accidents tram this cause cn be 

elininated bjr aoter vAiele inspection. Toluntary inspection progran in our 

oen state indicate that 1 in 5 vehicles is defective I urge adoption of such 
a aeasure.

There are additional proposals also aorthy of your favorable action nhi<^ 

■ould contribute much to an effective program these are the adoption of a 

uniform traffic tag. the requirement of tested safety devices such as seat belts, 

special penalties for aggravated speeding offenses and the use of unmarked ears 

To supplement your efforts in making more effective Ians available we *n 
the executive branch will stress strict enforcement, we will urge municipal 

judges to effectively use the penalties provided, and we will generate programs 

of safety education and coordinate all agencies relating to traffic safety in 
the most effective way we can devise

I am convinced beyond any doubt that the citizens of Minnesota are .n 

favor of these laws designed to save properly pain and lives Th;s convicnoa 

is based on the many mes.sages which have come to my office from pwople a.l over 
our state.

Incidently, we have tabulated more than 1700 letters which expressed a 
definite stand on specific issues and found that

6S percent favored implied consent 

67 percent favored unmarked patrol cars

96 percent favoied driver education for all persons under i6 

60 percent favored examination for all drivers upon license r««Bvml V ,

99 percent favored increase ,n highway patrol strength 

89 percent favored stiffer penalties for drivers license violations

' •'A
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I -••r ... icle leeNCU• 

A great nlllllber or accidmte are tbe ,._lt ot detecti,re eq1upaent 

Eaper1enee i n other e\ate11 iadicatee tbat accidents fNa this c•se can be 

liminated by 1110\0r Yehicle inspection. Vol11Dtary inspection progr._ i n our 

own state ind 1cat3 hat l 1n ~ vehicles is detective. I lll'8'l adopt ion ot such 

a measure. 

• • • • • • • • • • 
There a.re add1t1ona proposals also a,rthy ot your favorab e a tion wbieh 

wou ontr 1bute 11M h to an ettective progr• 'nlese are the adopti on of a 

uniform traffi c t . the r equ1r-t ot tested satet1 devices such as seat belts , 

s cia penalt ies for aggravated speeding ottenses and the use of Wllll&rked car s 

To suprlement your effort s 1n IMking more ettect 1•e l!lws ava1 lable l'ffl . n 

he ex utiv~ br!m h • il l stress strict ent>:>rcement . we 111: : ur mun1ci al 

es t o effectivel y use the penalties provided, and we will generate pro ram 

of saf ty education and coordinate all agencies relating to traffic safe y i r. 

th most ,.ffecti ve way we can deviee 

I &.'II conv , nced beyond any ;!01.-bt that the c1t.:iens of r,h ru:e so a are n 

fa vor of h se law designed t o save .roper~y ·an and 1ves 

i s based on the many me s~age s whi ch ~ave come t o my office from ~o p ~ a _; over 

our s tate. 

!n 1.:iPntl y . we hav t abulat • more than 1700 1 ;re: s wh l h e,q, ess a 

jef1n1te stand on s~ec~f1c i ssues and found that 

132 percent fa·1ored impl1 d consent 

~7 percent favored Wl."Tlarked ..,atro l cars 

95 percent fav ored dr :. ver education for al ~ persons under !e 

60 percent favor ed examination for all drivers upon 1~ense rea::,el U: r-, . ... r-,. \ 

~e percent favor .d 1ncrease , n highway pat. ;_ st r engt h 

81! er cent favored st1 ffer ena t i es for r 1ve r s i c- ens v1 oi a : or.s 
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All of these resRs«’*;s iodieate a great public ceneerK for endii« traffic 
accidents These people sact act.on en these proposala. They aspect actioa, 

for even as «e deliberate these SMtterp the rate of traffic fhtalities is 

iacreasine In ^ first two and one half months of this year 120 people died 
as the result of traffic accidents. This is 13 more than had been killed in 

the sane period last year With your cooperation ae will nount an offensive 
against this frightful slaughter and insist on effective results.

^ ■ *

_ _ _ J -m

All ot ~h•• r S!l \t~-:11 indicate a g:'Nt palic CODOeft, tor eadilll traffic 

accidents 'niesf' people W&t act.on C'II tbeN propoeala. 'Ille,- npeet actum. 

tor eYen ea we deliberate tbeae Mtter ~ t~e rate ot tratflc tatalitiea i• 

increasing In the first tm and one belt 110atba of tbia 1ev 120 people died 

a!I the rel!Nl of t raffic accident• - 'nli• 1• 13 110re tban had l'een killed in 

tile !I- per · od int ~er. With ,our coo(,el'ation • will mouat an ottenaiYe 

a«aillllt this f'r ightful alaughtftl" and .naiat on ettectiYe reB1&lta 
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