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Representative Howard Albertson, Chairman of the 

House Judiciary Co~~1ttee, appointed a n Interim Sub­

comml tt ee on the Fub lic Defender System and Counse l for 

IndiGe n ts . Representative W1111a.n Ojal a was appointed 

t he Chalr~an of the Subcommi ttee . 

The r.iembe!":: of the Sub;:ommlttee ai ·e : 

Representative William Ojala, Chairman 
Representative Sal isbury Ad ~s 
Representative Warren Chl'lmberla1n 
Repres entati ve Joe Connors 
Rep r e3en tattve Ray Parley 
Representati ve Cary Flakne 
P.epresentat1ve L. J. Lee 

The S bcor.~ i tee~ charge included a review and 

study or th e present Public Def~nder System with the 

objective o r de termining th best mean3 t o insur e an 

ava1 l:ibi 11 ty of lega l serv ices to 1ndir,ents through ­

out the State . 

The Subco!'l'snl ttee held public heari np;s on ~!arch 21, 

1972 , a nd Septe~be r 14 , 1972. 

T0 • lnony waG r eceived f rom Mr. C. Paul Jones, St:ite 

Publ c De • ende r and ProfesRo r of Law a t Will ian Mitchell 

Law School; •r . Robert E . O11phantee , r-ann~:;0ta Sta t e Flar 

Assoc1at t on; and ~r. Duke Addlck , Counsel for th e 

As~oc l a t1 on of ~l nn~so t a Counties . 

Tcstl r.iony r rc ,.. 1vi'd a t th e pub llc hearin r,s an c.l 

pcr~onal ~tudy on t he p ·• t of the Suhco~nl ttee reem~ers 
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revealed that ~resently there are two Judlcial districts 

in the State of Minnesota which have not elected to 

:-ticlpate in the Minnesota Public Defender System. 

ThP testimony and p e rsonal study has also shown that the 

in teres t of Justice through adequate legal representation 

for all cri~inal offenders is ber-~ served through the 

establ1 s h~en t 0f a uniform s t~ te-wide Public Defender 

System. Therefore, the 1972 Hou.se Judiciary Interim 

Subcom.~lttee on Public Defender Systems and Counsel 

for lndiRents recommends for passar.e during the 1973 

Mtnnesota Le~islatlve Session the enclosed bill, which 

will provide incentives for the part tc1pat1on of all 

the Minnesota Judicial District::: 1n a uniform state-

w1dP Public De f e nd e r SystPm. 

The incentive for the crea t ion of a untform state­

wld ~ Publ1c De fender System is provided through a 50 per 

cent s tat e fund1n~ of the p :"o ~r a rn. Und~r the terms of 

the bill, S t a t e ll?proprlated money would be avatlable 

to cou~tl~s on a pro-rat~ ha ~ls t o fund up to 50 p e r 

c ent o f t/1e c o -;t of th e Pub} 1c ~c :·,·-r.'.!c r System. 'i'hl:; 

f und ln r wtll orov1de a near ~UR:"n~tce th~ t ell the 

Jutl .~c! a l Dlc.t r!cts will ;iar';;!drate in th~ Public D~fe nde r 

rror,r ?. r.: ~lncP t h P St .~tr, fun c! !n ,: ·.-:o;, l d t,c CP !1tlr. ,':c'n ~ upon 

t. hc1 r bPin;. a rie n b r-r o f t hP un! f o rr. ::; t: rt tn-w! d t! P~hllc 

Pf.•!"t.:n'i -:.' :" ~y~ te~ . 



Di s cus sion and consideration was a lso g iven to the 

concept of a state-wide legal service, progr am, which 

would provide for the delivery of legal ~~rvices in 

.. .. 

civil mat t ers and mi s demeanors. ~ubcolllfflittee a ction •n 

this area was postponed due to a lack or avai l able 

informa tion and data r e lative to this issue a r.d to pending 

s t udies which ar~ presentl~ being conducted. Although 

thi s l a ck or information and the ~nt1meliness of the 

studies being conducted in these areas prevented a more 

thorough and detailed investi gation by the Subcom."11.i ttee, 

it ls recommended that the concept or the state-wide legal 

services program be given serious considera tion by the 

1973 St ate Legislature. 

Th e mlnutes of the two Subco~.m1ttee heari ngs are 

on file in the House Re~earch Department and are availabl e 

for r e vie~ to all interested parties. 


