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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF THE 58TH
SESSION OF THE MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE:
Pursuant to the requirements of Senate Resolution No. 12,
a Senate Resolution creating an Interim Committee on Indian
Affairs to report to the next session of the legislature and
authorizing the expenses thereof to be paid from the appropriation for legislative expense of the Senate.
I hereby transmit the following report of said Interim Committee to you.
Sincerely,
GERALD T. MULLIN,
Chairman.

REPORT
of the
SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
to the
1953 SESSION OF THE MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE

Membership
,

'

Members of the Senate Interim Committee on Indian Affairs
during 1951-52 were the following state senators:
Gerald T. Mullin, chairman, 35th District, Minneapolis.
Norman J. Larson, 64th District, Ada.
George O'Brien, 52nd District, Grand Rapids.
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Background
During the 1949 session of the State Legislature, members
learned that the Federal Office of Indian Affairs was considering
the closing of the Pipestone Indian School, and also that proposed
Congressional appropriations for care of tubercular Indians in
Minnesota would be insufficient. The Legislature therefore sent
a six-member delegation to Washington to meet with members
of Congress and federal officials. The delegation was successful
in forestalling the closing of the Pipestone School and in securing adequate appropriations for care of tubercular Indians.
The interest thus generated in the Indian situation in Minnesota, combined with considerations in previous years for the
welfare of the state's Indian population, brought about the formation of a Senate Interim Committee to investigate Indian affairs and report to the 1953 State Legislature.
This committee did so investigate and also instructed the Legislative Research Committee to draft an extensive study of Minnesota's Indian problem. Subsequently a full report, embodying
a number of recommendations, was made to the 1951 Legislature.
The House and Senate Welfare Committees then appointed a sixmember Joint House and Senate Sub-Committee on Indian Affairs, which held several meetings during the 1951 session with
state officials, and finally with representatives of the federal Indian Bureau. These meetings resulted in the adoption of a sevenpoint platform looking to alleviation of the Indian problem in
Minnesota.
Before the close of the 1951 session, Senate Resolution No. 12,
adopted April 18th, provided for continuance of the Senate Interim Committee on Indian Affairs, to pursue and effectuate the
legislative program for the welfare of Minnesota Indians and
report to the 1953 Legislature.

Legislative Program
The seven-point legislative program agreed upon by the Joint
House and Senate Sub-Committee on Indian Affairs and federal
officials' was as follows:
1. The Indian Bureau will endorse the appropriation of funds
by Congress for payment of general relief or assistance to Minnesota Indians residing in distressed counties on tax-free land,
but will not initiate such legislation.
2. The Indian Bureau will endorse repeal of the federal Indian Liquor Law and legislation delegating law enforcement
power on Indian lands to the state.
3. The Indian Bureau will place greater emphasis on vocational education and will aid in obtaining funds.
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4. The Indian Bureau has requested additional funds for onthe-job and apprenticeship training, and if approved, will allocate additional funds for use in Minnesota.
5. The Indian Bureau will request funds for a foster home
program for the present residents of the Pipestone Indian School
and other eligible children.
6. The Indian Bureau will request additiOJlal funds for more
public health nursing services for Minnesota Indians.
7. The Indian Bureau has requested funds for more adequate
medical and dental services for Minnesota Indians, and if granted, these programs will be expanded.

Interim, Committee Activity
Activity of the Senate Interim Committee on Indian Affairs
during 1951-52 has centered around four mq,jor projects:
1. A plan for closing the Pipestone Iadian School.

2. A plan for foster home care of Indian Children.
3. Obtaining general relief and assistance funds for Minnesota Indians from Congress.
4. Surveying the present Indian situation in Minnesota.
Pursuant to this activity, members of the Committee have
held numerous meetings with state and federal officials concerned in the Indian situation, and with groups of interested
citizens. Individual members of the Committee have appeared
before Congressional appropriation committees in Washington,
and have attended national conferences having to do with
improvement of the Indians' welfare.

Accomplishments
Working closely with the State Director of Social VVelfare,
the Committee has succeeded in obtaining a practical plan for
closing of the Pipestone Indian School. The first meeting of
the committee with the Congressional Delegation was held in
the office of Senator Thye. All members of the Minnesota Congressional Delegation were present. It was the intent of the
federal Indian Bureau to close the school abruptly in June, 1952.
This would have been disastrous, both for the some 115 Indian
children in it at the time as well as for the county welfare
agencies which would suddenly have been responsible fOT the
care and support of the children without any advance preparation or financial provisions.
M~mbers of the Committee, the State Welfare Director, members of the Minnesota Congressional delegation, the Secretary
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of the Legislative Research Committee, and interested citizens
met with federal Indian Bureau officials and members of House
and Senate appropriation committees on three occasions in
February and April, 1952. As a result of these meetings, the
Indian Bureau agreed to continue the Pipestone School until
June, 1953, and Congress appropriated $234,981 for this purpose. During the negotiations with the Indian Bureau, the
commissioner indicated that the Bureau would like to turn
over the Pipestone facilities, without charge, to the State of
Minnesota for whatever purpose the state might wish to make
of them.
Closely related to the issue of closing the Pipestone Indian
School, is the plan for foster care of Indian children. Such a
plan, supported by Federal Indian funds, is in operation in
Wisconsin. The Wisconsin plan was studied by agents of the
Minnesota Division of Social Welfare early in 1952, and the
Division subsequently drew up a plan for care of Minnesota
Indian children in foster boarding homes. The Division and
the Indian Bureau eventually got together on a plan acceptable
to both, and the Director of Social Welfare entered into a
contract "V'{ith the Bureau for foster care of dependent and
neglected Indian children who are residents of Minnesota. Of
the $234,981 appropriated for the Pipestone School, the Committee arranged to have $72,231 diverted to the foster home
program and this amount was agreed upon in the contract.
The special foster home program was limited to the five counties having the major Indian population: Becker, Beltrami,
Cass, Mahnomen and Mille Lacs. The plan has been in operation
since October, 1952, and it is anticipated that by the end of
the 1953 school year in June, all children in the Pipestone
School will have been placed in foster homes. The well-beingof the children will thus have been soundly provided for, and
there will be no insurmountable financial bnrden abruptly
placed on the counties.
In its meetings with members of COl1~ressJ the Committee
also sought to have funds set up for general relief and assistance
to Minnesota Indians. This is a particularly pressing problem
because for years the counties with heavy Indi.an populations
have carried the Indian relief load by themselves, and these
same counties are the ones least able financially to carry the
burden. Although .the Senate Appropriation Committee agreed
to appropriate such funds, the House Committee did not, with
the result that the counties will have to continue to carry the
Indian relief load.
A special study of Indian welfare in Minnesota was encouraged by the Interim Committee. This study was undertaken
by the Bemidji Civic and Commerce Association Tax Committee
in cooperation with the State Division of Social Welfare. The
study encompassed an 11-county area with large Indian population: Becker, Beltrami, Carlton, Cass, Clearwater, Cook,
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Itasca, Koochiching, Mahnomen, Mille Lacs, and St. Louis. Some
of the findings of this report are as follows:
The committee is in no position to report on the Indian problem as a whole, and they are therefore confining their remarks
and recommendations to the Indian population living in the
eleven-county area in Northern Minnesota.
There are in this area endless problems,· such as education,
health, employment, and welfare that can only be corrected by
correcting the basic reason that brought about the problems.
When Indians are given full citizenship, with its attendant responsibilities, these problems will find their answers in the same
degree they are answered in the balance of the population.
It is very apparent that the present system of closed reservations, federal doles, and welfare payments have not only failed
to accomplish the desired objectives of making the Indian a full
citizen, but have strengthened in his mind the belief that he J;las
been treated unfairly, and that he is entitled to more aids than
he is now getting.
Very few Indians will take jobs, and those that do, hold them
for short periods only. Many of them capable of holding jobs
quit and return to the reservation in the belief that division of
lands and moneys due them will be more than they can accumulate working outside the reservation.
Because the Indian believes these lands and moneys are due
him; and he will be taken care of with federal doles and welfare
payments, there is no incentive for him to make any effort to
accept his responsibility as a citizen. In fact, any person or race
would soon drop back to the Indian level if this incentive were
removed.
It is the general opinion in this area that the federal government should be responsible for the entire Indian Social Security
cost.
It is the belief of the committee that this would only perpetuate the present system. Those who live close to the Indians are
now the ones who are urging a definite and final settlement of
the whole question, and their interest is mostly in proportion to
what the present situation is costing them.
If, and when, the federal government relinquishes its control
over the Indian, they will become citizens of the state, and for
this reason the state should take a more active part in trying to
arrive at the ultimate solution.
Th~ fe~eral government should increase its Social Security
contYlbut~ons to seventy-five per cent of the total cost, with the

state paymg the balance; and the state's share should be levied
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equal ly over the state as a whole rathe r than a large per
being collected from count ies where the India n popul ationcent
resides.
'lye also recom mend that a furth er study be made of each
owne d by India ns, as to natur al resou rces and mark ets, and a area
certain amou nt of mone ys due them set aside to form India n corpo
ration s that will· create mech anica l and manu al work for these
people.
We would sugge st a "Cele tex" wall boaid type plant , becau se
of the unlim ited quant ities of pulp wood. Also, we sugge st a study
be made as to economic possi bilitie s of a freezi ng and packa ging
plant for their comm ercial fishin g indus try to perm it the fish
to
be sold the year aroun d at highe r prices .
This plant could also freeze and packa ge berrie s durin g season, result ing in an increa,3ed labor mark et.
Prior to the comin g of the white man, the India n made a living
and carrie d on a form of gover nmen t under extre mely adver
se
condi tions, in fact, the India n had to teach the white p1an many
thing s for his surviv aL The comm ittee believ es the India n can
assum e full citize nship if given the same incen tive or the need
to
work for his own salva tion. To make people trustw orthy , you
must trust them.

Recommendations
The Senat e Interi m Comm ittee on India n Affai rs make
. follow ing recom mend ations looki ng towar d the bette rmens t the
of
India n condi tions in Minn esota :
1. That the 1953 sessio n of the State Legis lature endor se the
foste r home progr am now in opera tion for care of depen dent and
negle cted India n childr en.
2. That the Legis lature take steps to secur e the facili ties of
the Pipes tone India n School from the feder al India n Burea u, and
place re$po nsibil ity for opera tion and maint enanc e of the facility either with the State Divis ion of Socia l Welfa re, or Publi
Instit ution s, depen ding on the use to which such facili ty mayc
be put. Furth er, that the Pipes tone facili ty be used for some other
purpo se than care of India ns, for which its use is not pract icable
.
3. That the Legis lature appoi nt a joint comm ittee to inves tigate posible uses for the Pipes tone facili ty, and duly make repor
t
prior to the closin g of the 1953 sessio n.
4~ . That the Legis lature appro priate a sum adequ
ate to operate and main tain the Pipes tone facili ty durin g the bienn ium for
what use is determ ined.
.

PH
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5. That the Legislature take steps to secure the property of
the Indian Wing at the State Sanatorium from the federal Indian
Bureau, which Bureau has indicated its willingness to turn the
facility over to the State of Minnesota without charge.
6. That the committee appointed by the Legislature' to investigate the use of Pinestone also be charged with investigating
the cost of maintaining the Indian Wing at the State Sanatorium,
and report on findings prior to the close of the session.
'
. 7. That the Legislature appropriate a sum sufficient to operate and maintain said Indian \Ving for the sl1cceeeding biennium.
8. That an Interim Committee on Indian Affairs be appointed
and allocated sufficient funds to:
a. Appear before Congressional committees to secure further '
appropriations to continue the roster home program for dependent and neglected Indian children.
b. Appear before Congressional committees to secure federal
funds for general relief and assistance to Minnesota Indians.
c. Investigate the condition of vocational education for In~
dians in Minnesota, on-the-job and apprenticeship training,
public health nursing services, and medical and dental services.
d. Where indicated by results of said investigation, seek
such additional funds from Congress as appear necessary.
e. Work with the Minnesota Congressional delegation in
securing repeal of the federal Indian Liquor Law, and legislation delegating law enforcement power on Indian Lands to the
state.
9. That the Interim' Committee report to the 1955 State
Legislature on its findings and results of its activities.
10. That the Legislature pass a resolution requesting the
Minnesota Congressional delegation to extend all possible aid
to representatives of the State Legislature who seek federal
funds or legislation.
Gerald T. Mullin, Chairman
George O'Brien
Norman J. Larson
Mr. Mullin moved that the foregoing Interim Committee Report be printed in the Journal.
Which motion prevailed.
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