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) .Fi 9ure T[3-,

have recognized that certain

(sites no. 1-22 included. Table T8-

Other researchers (Stack' ette 1967, '"1~"~","',-",d.,J0't

species of mosses rnay be "... local indicator of ITdnGfal enrichment, ... II.

"Bryophytes (mosses an 111e5) are unusually sensitive amonq
pla.nts, to variations the substratum upon 1!'1hich they l-ive,
not only in moisture, but in acidity, alka'linity, the presence
of certa -j n meta l"l-j cion i c, and other factors. II ••• liThe very
clQse rela.tionship of bryophytes to the soil, rocks, and
baijks upon v"l,-ich they grow, because of their' lack of roots,
combined with their sensitivity to the environment, cause
them to be excellent indicators of the naturAe of the environment ... ".

Alaska (Shacklette 1965).

in many plant communit"ies. G'ier (1970) states that "There are about 660

This moss-mineral ~ssociation was noted for a number of elements in

We have initiated a study that will produce a species list of mosses on

ization for this study in best explained by Steere (1970):

The rcfsons fot' idpnti·fy"lng moss species as a part of the regional character-

22 5i

8ryophyta. (rnosses and the'it a'lies) are inconsp;CUOIJS but common species

urosses, mostly depending upon morphological characters not yet studied

and corre·lo.tt~d".

recor1ni zed genera of moss es made up of nea r1 y 14 ~ 009 spee -j es ... II •

This same author states that there are II ••• many taxonomic problems among

Introduction
~---_..__.... -....-.



~~ethods

/.'

Results

Barke1y traveled to the study area twice during the 1976 season

Rae Barkely, currently employed by the

) and spent approximately 30 minutes

A species list of mosses for each of the 22 sites will be completed and

dated. Samples were air dY'·ied and "identif"ied in the TW'in Cit-les by us"ing

substrates as possible, placed in individual paper g5, numbered and

on each site during each field trip. Mosses were collected from as many

this portion of the study.

Bell Museum of Natural History, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis

Campus, v,/as contracted to co 11 ect and i denti fy moss speci es from 22 sites

on the Minesite area. The entire contract (transportation, lodging,

supplies, collecting, and identification) amounted to $500.00.

The complications with the taxonomy of mosses prompted us to corrtract~"

in the possession of the terrestrial team by mid~JanuarY5 1977. Over

samples are being classified, representing approximately Or

(per. com. with R. Barkely). Questionable speciments will

be checked with

This species list will provide baseline data at 22 locations throughout

the study area (Figure TB- ). -t~~..~.(l"eeo.t:~.,,%,~1;11e!;ei""'9'·lA01t'nO'S"4'c""WE~;,nl'a~if"



Moss specimens will be stored at the University of Minnesota, St. Paul

Campus, under the care of Dr. Clifford Wetmore. These speciments will

be added to the existing collection and thus available for future studies.

Conclusions

No conclusions or comparisons between habita can be made at this time.
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