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-pat 11, 1977

To l1y Bu.in•••es:

The leaiona1 Copper-Nickel Study of the HinoeHt. laviroa.enW Quality
Bo.rd is charled with e.t:blatina the social aDd ecOPOII1c iapacu which _y
r ..ult froa copper-nickel .inina in DOrth•••tern Minne.ot.. In ,ord.r to
adequately •••••• the eC(.nJmic !apact of • Dev iDduat." u"FOD • rllion, we
aust fir.t h.ve • aDOd picture of the pr...t economic .ituation.

the Ely .r•• i. kDowD fer it. attractfvena••••• touri.t 5pot, ,et very
little is ~_~~ .bout the dearee to which tourt.. contribute. to the
ecoIIOIIic well-beiDl of 11,.. It is hoped that with • better UllderataDdiq
of th..e re1.tionahip., loc.l aDd county de~i.ion-.aker. CaD better prep.re
for chana•• in the future. co.pletioa of the .tt.ched qU••ti0DD8ire vill
help the Copper-Bickel Study ..tt.ate the nu.ber of doll.r. vIliela vi.itor.
aacI ....0Da1 hoIae-owner. .pend in the .tore. of Ely.

Jour help 18 are.tly .ppr.ciated Oft thi. proJ.ct -whicb vill be of c0D8icl
era.l. illt.r••t to 111 in the near futur.. 'l'be Copper-Biebl Stu4, thaDb
you. Pl•••• feel free to call .. if you have any qu..tio....

"f~lVlIGfdslllt
llark DoDald8Oll
IcoDoII1c 'lADDer
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• TOtRISM (Wintlr)

The Regional COpper-Nickel Study also a~nistered the tourism

lU~ey during the winter mnths •. The survey WlS conducted froll __

February I, 1978, to February 15, "1978, using thi" ia. procedure IS

laed during the s~r survey. T~nt;y-two Ely businesses participated

in.~ winte!, su~vey. These bushsses represented ntne econe-tc
. "

"lectOrs. The sectors and rui»er of stores on the saqJle wre u

follows: .. -....... ~

...... .,'

Sector IIli1Mr of Stores

Building .teriah and hardware 1

General lerchand1se 2

Food ltores -.. 3
,. AutClllOttve d.alers 1

. "

1II011ne service Itltians 2
"

Apparel and accessOf"1 stores ..
3

Eattng and drinking places 2
. ~" --

~lcel1Ineou,'retltl
_......

" I - .l _

I
'. . !

t'.~ ".
"

t

Outf.tt.-I. fi Ihi ng I tens 2

TOTAL Z2
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TOURISM

SURVEY OF ELY BUSINESSES

RESIDENTS SEASONAL lUtE YISTORS
TOTAL $ VALUE OF SALES OWNERS. SALES SALES

SEgpR SURVEY TRANSACTIONS I OF TOTAL I OF TOTAL I OF TOTAL

1u11dtng ..tertlls Istt..te (421t1) (57151)
Iftd hardware onl.Y

IIMral .rchandtse $ 354.82 f 105.15 $ 97.31 $ 152.36
ltores 6OI)3OS (201)271 (201)431

food'ltores 2154.32 1820.12 12.15 243.28
851 41 111

Autolottve dellers 1036.14 725.02 260.08 51.04
701 251 '51

11101tne se"1ce . 836.. 32 354.65 35.05 446.62
suttons 'is'n.Al. (751)421 (12111) 41 (12J1S)531

J • II" 1-' ,
Apparel and 2611.67 , 1918.60 103.27 589.80
Accessorv stores 1;;. 41 231

.hrnt ture Ind home estt..te . (751) (251)
furnt shtng stores only.
L .tng and drtnktng 1067.33 339.04 92.37 635.92
,laces (401)401 II (601)511

~.celllneoUi retltl 2851.01 1151.20 163.27 836.54
651 61 2ft

Outfitttng. 'ftshtng 1&91.65 81.93 233.62 1376.60
ltorts 51 141 811

mAL $12.603.26 $7,204.21 $1,067.12 $4,332.16
571 IS 341

( ) tndtCltes 1ft ..ttNt, gtven by storeowner
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. ..
indicate the Imunt of slles durfng the U. perfod whfch Ire Ittrfbuted

to each of the respective populltfon groups. In order to imply thlt these
. -

figures represent the tCOftOlllfc fq3lct of tourfs. on Ely, several IsslInPtfons

.... to be Mlde. One would be that the surveys have clptured I "typfcal"

or Iverage tf. perfad with respect to tourfSll. Also, ft would have to be

ass.-d that the survey has clptured all of the sectors whfch would be

1.,acted by tourism.

1he survey WIS desfgned to .fnfmize any bfas which .y occur due to tf. of
/

day or day of the week. The tfme of the yelr-late August, early September- .

is intuitfvely past the peak of tourfst actfvf~, but still fafrly substantfal.

Thus, ft could be construed as I "typical· level of tourist actfvfty during

the tourist selson.

Wfth respect to the ecoftCllfc sectors whfch uy be fqJlcted by visftors, ft

is t...,orunt to ......r that tourists uke the s.. sort of deNnds wtI ~ le

tl'lvelfng IS they do whfle It helle. That is, they IIIke purchases fJ'Olll

~rl, druggfsts, mechanfcs, etc. The lfst of sectors fncludes all the

tM»-digft SIC rtufl trade sectors plus a sector for outfftters and other

ftlhint-orfented stores. The obvious exception froll the list 11 that of

lodgfng, but, then, ft can be ass~d that all receipts fn the lodgfng

sector Ire attrfbutable to v1litors to the Ely lrel.



Pate 2

lECTOR

. Gasoline service stations

Apparel and accessory stores

Forniture and home furnishings

Eating and drinking places

~Icellaneous retail

Outfitters. fishing stores

TOTAL

, NtJlER OF STORES

3

2

1

4

9

..l

30

The survey Ilso asked storeowners to note the total receipts which were

collected during'the day of the survey. However, almost no cooperation
,.-

-OCCVf'l"@d on this item. The total datly receipts was to have been used as

a control figure to which the percentages developed from the survey would

be applied. As a result. control totals w111 have to be derived from

~M~Otl Department of Revenue data on gross sales from quarterly sales

and use tax reports.

Prior to acllninistering the survey. contact with the Ely Chillber of COaInerce

Wli _de Ind their support .s prOllised. As well t articles about the survey

appeared in both of Ely's weekly Pipers. Questionnaires were del1vered by

a student assistant the day prior to the scheduled survey and were collected

the following day.

"rcentage breakdowns (if sales to residents, seasonal homeowners, and

vhitors will be appl1ed to control totals which represent total eCGnOll1c

ICtiv1~ in Ely during the high visitor months. This application will



~~;~, .
TblACOpper-Nickel Study developed and administered a questionnaire of Ely

businesses designed to produce an estimate of expenditures by visitors •
•..-1» ~2e

'N.onal homeowners, Ind residents in Ely ......,,". ~ treks during late

August and eQrly September, 1977.

<.
.. M£1H)DOLOGY.

Survey of Expenditures Made in Ely Businesses

The questionnaire (see Ittached fOnl) asked Ely business employees to note

whether I custoler was I visitor, selsonll homeowner, or Ely resident at
. t

each sales translcti~n for up to 20 transactions. The survey was Idn1nisterlfd

in elch pllce of business during four different time perfods in order to

II1n1l1fze Iny bfas which might occur due to time of day or day of the week.

For eXUlPle, I business may.have been surveyed on Monday morning, Thursday-., ." ., -: ;,.,. ~j.~ ,... ....;j ...... I? I l,1 .:01,' t"'··.fIJI I ., ......,.

afternoon, Tuesday afternoon, and Siturday morning. 1\On Iny given day

during that time, up te five Ely stores were conducting the survey.

Thirty Ely businesses representing ten economic sectors were selected as

sites for the survey. Of these, 23 Igreed to administer the survey while

the other 7 offered esti.us of the percentage contribution to slle. by

residents, selsonll homeowners, and visitors. The sectors Ind nllllber of

.tores in the saqJle wef'lt IS follows:

•

Building materials Ind ~rdware

General .rchandfse

Food storas

Autolot1ve dellers

NUM!ER OF STOR~~

2

2

3

1




