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n December 1990 the 1 

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory -
Committee was designated by the 
State Forester to assist in· the 
preparation of a plan of actzon 
for Urban and Communi~ 

. Fo~estry in Minnesota. Thf 
result is this assessment of 

. Minnesota's community forestry 
needs and opportunities, arid 
comprehensive five year _ 

. implementation planforthe 
National Tree Planting lnitia
tiv~ component of The America 
the Beautiful Act of 1990. 





rees in Minnesota's cities and towns- our ~ommunity 
forests -are v~uable contributors to MiQnesota's quality oflife. Trees 
enhance recreation sites, build community pride, beautify urban 
settings and screeR unsightly locations. They conserve ene~gy and 

· improve environmental quality., Trees are part of each community's 
public· infrastructure and play an important role in commuhity 
economic development. 

As of April 1, 1990, Minnesota's population equaled 
4,375,099 people, an increase of7.3 percent since the 1980 cens_us. 
More than2 of every 3 Minnesotans now live within one of the state's 
five metropolitan areas. These metropolitan areas include the major 
cities of Duluth, Moorhead, MinneapoHs-St. Paul, Rochester. and 
St. Clou~ together with adjacent communities~~ The non-metro~ 
politan population has both urban and rural components. All 
Minnesota communities, from newly organized townships to the 

/ fargest cities,, face challenges of community forestry which includ~ ~ 
: thes~ population shifts and' resulting cha~ges in_ land use. 

/ Increased interest in.J community trees. is evident in the 
, expansion of organized Arbor Day activities, achievement of Tree 

City -USA, and the creation of local tree boards. In 1990, 67 
/ Minnesota communities qualified for the Tree City tJSA award from 

the National Arbor Day Foundatio'll. In that year alone, these · 
- townsandcitiesbudgetedatotalof$15,548,620. 67 

for commupity forestry programs. 

Total Cities 
Rece,iving 

Aw=~~i~ii 
'78 '79 '80 '81 '82 '83 '84 '85 '86 '87 '88 '89 '90 
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offimunity forestry in Min~esota encompasses both 
natural and planted environments. Boulevards, parks, school forests, 
·municipal forests, greenbelts, residential dwellings, commercial ahd 
industrial sites, and ~ndeveloped areas are places where trees and 

- woodlands occur, Community forestry includes resQurce assess
~ment, planning, plaJ?.ting, maiqtena'nce and-citizen involvement. 

Other 12% Norway Maple 8% 

Sugar Maple 7% · 

Green Ash 26% Boxelder 2% • 

Basswood 4% 

White Spruce . 2% 

from: 1989 Street Tree Su;,ey of U.S. Cities 
and Towns, American Forestry Association American Elm 16% 

Honeylocust 6% 
Hackberry 5% 

' I 'In 1989, a survey of 20 Minnesota communities was 
conducted by the Department of Natural Resources in cooperation 
with the American Forestry Association to assess the condition of the 
State's community forests (sp~cifically street tr~es). Sample plots _ 

_ were surveyed. in .communities as small as Kenyon and South 
( . . 

International Falls and as large as St. Paul and 1,1Tnneapolis. Results 
indicated that the majority of community street trees are in good/ to 
excellent condition, however most of thes~ trees are small in diam-

. ·, 

eter as a result of sudden catastrophidosses due to Dutch elm disease 
and-a flurry of replanting aided by state cost share .. monies from 
· 197 6-82. Additionally, 'the survey found that in this rush to replace 
. the elms, many communities so overplanted with green ash that they 
' ' ii ~ 

began to·· approach a shade tree mon_oculture similar to the elm 
monocult~~e that paved the way for the Dutch elm disease disaster. 



The most significam finding was 
that 50 percent :of the available 

- spaces for street trees remain 
unplanted.' Tliern is- ,room to. 

plant approximate!~ 360,000 
~rees along Minnesota commu~ 
ni ty streets. 

The American Forestry 
. / 

Association has estimated from 
earlier n_ationwide surveys that _ 
for every boulevard tree in a com
munity there are ten other trees 

in yards, commercial and industrial areas, and public parks and open, 
space.· In Minnesota communities, there is estimated growing space 
for planting an additional. 3.6 million trees in these off-street 
locations. AFA also estimates that current average ~ominunity tree 
cover is only JO percent. For maximum environmental benefits, the 

~-APA recommends average tree cover be doubled to 66 percent. 

- . 

Minnesota community forestry .goals are undertaken by 
various'organizationsA The Minnesota Department of Agriculture _; 
Plant Industry Division coordinates Minnesota's Arbor Month · 

program, ce!tifies' loca~ tree inspectors, inspects nurseries, and · Minnesota 
directs management of regulated pests. The Universit}r of Minnesota 
provides the lead for research and professional education through 

_ the Institute of-Agriculture, Forestry and H6me Economics. The 
Univ~!sity's Minnesota_ Extensioo Service furnishes publications, 
community-based educational programs and continuing education r 

for professionals and field staff / The Minnesota Department of 
'Natural Resources-(DNR):administers Tree City USA and MN / 
RELEAF programs, _and provides technical assistance in community 
forest management. The USDA Forest Service and DNR provide_. 



financial assistance to -co!llmunities through cost-share programs 
and competitive grants. The Minnesota Department ofTranspor
tatfon provides technical and financial assistance for plantings on 
trunk highways in and adjacent to communities through a partner
ship program and 1 through state. and federally funded landscape 
contracts. Private non-profit community corporations, youth orga
nizations, and volunteer groups are working to plant, 'µurture and 
protect-community forests in Mi.1).nesota; 

··since 1974, the Minriesqta Shade Tree Advisory c;:ommit~ 
tee (M~TAC) has served as_~ for_umwhere concerned p~ople forge-
a collective vision~for the future of Minnesota's community forests. 
MSTAC is recognized as a national leader for its work coordinating 
state agency and local programs arid promoting the protection and 
expansion of Minne~ora's .community forests.· Its diverse members_· 
represent nurserie~, public utilities, community groups, non-profit 
org~nizations, academic institutions, Extension Service, and. Fed
eral, State, county and local government agencies. They include 
arborists, consulting foresters, landscape· architects and private · 
·citizens. MSTAC has been designated as the State Council to guide 
implementation of theAmerica the Beautiful Initiative in Minnesota. -

In 1989 the Millnesota Legislature ,directed the MSTAC to 
. prepare a comprehensive analysis of community forestry issues. The 
resulting report, Minneso~s Community and Urb~ Forests -, 
Oppo~tu~ities and Recommendations, identified major issues and, 
opportunities, summarized releyant lit~rature and developed policy 
recommendations. The 1990 Legislature responded by creating the 
Community and Urban Forestry Act. This. Act enc~uraged the 

, development of comm,unity reforestation policies-, called for ex
. panded Arbor Day programs and advocated greater diversity in 
~pecies of trees planted. 





The 1990 Legislature also recognized the role of trees in 
balancing the earth's carbon cycle and passed legislation which _ 
required a study of carbon dioxide emissions and incentives to 
reduce emissions. Carbon Dioxide Budgets in Minnesota and 
Recommendations on.R~dudng N~t Emission,s with Trees was 
submitted to the Legislature in January 1991 through a cooperative 
effort of a number of agencies and organizations. Recommendations 
for ,legislative considerations incluµed .tree planting programs to 
reducecarbondirectlythroughcarbonstotageandindirectlythrough 
reduction of energy aeman

1

d. Support for the establishment of a 
MINNESOTA RELEAF program was included in these recommenda- < 

tions. MINNESOTA RELEAF has been developed, as part of the larger 
Global ReLeaf effort, to promote community and vof~nteer action · 
(involving individuals and b~sinesses) in tree planting and tree care 
programs. 

Most recently, the Legislative-Commission on Minnesota 
Resou~~es {LCMR) approv~da work plan ''Tree and Shrub Planting 
for Energy in Minnesota Communities". An appropr1atioh of 
$1,250,000 is available from J~ly 1991 to July 1993 to accelerate 

_ appropriate planting of trees artd shrubs for energy conservation in 
Minnesota communities. This aspect of' MINNESOTA RELEAF has -
been established to encourage, promote, and fund the planting, 
maintenance, and improvement of trees to reduce atmosph~rk 
carbon and promote energy conservation. The Minnesota Pollution . 

_ Co-ntrol Agency is currently developing recommendations on car-.· 
_.hon emissions fees. The University of Minnesota and the Depart
ment of Public Service are developing recommendations on plant
ing for energy conservation. _The DNR will prepare an impkmen
tation plan for MINNESOTA RELlli and submit this p1an and 
recommended legislation in early 1992. An advisory committee has 
been formed tff help ensure the development of a comprehe~sive 
plan meeting legislative expectations. 



he Minnesota_ Community Forestry Action Plan 
establishes a challenge for meeting community forestry needs in the 
st~te. It ide~tifies goals_and actions for managing_community forests 
over the next five years and beyond. -

Conir1mnity forests are confronted with"a variety of urban 
- stresses, land use pressure, and inadequate funding. C::ommitment~ NNESOTA -RELEAF 

must be made by agencies, organizations, and communities them-

selves who are ultimately• responsible for the well-bi:ing of their has been developed 
community forests. These efforts- must be integr~ted to address 
issues and goal~. Partnerships to work closely together will include 
gm7:ernment agencies, the acad~mic community, the private- sector ' to promote 
and non-profit organizations. 

community and ./ -

-volunteer action in 

tree planting and -

t~ee . care programs. 



Heightened public awareness
1
and active publ~c partieipation ar~ crucial factors 1n 'the ~. 

. $Uccess of coip.munity forestiy programs. Be~ter public understanding of the benefits-Df trees 
\ and rel~ted natural resources is peeded to strengthen the 'use of community forest management' 

to address environmental issues. Many types of educational.opportqnttiefare needed. ill forms 
that. are easily understoo~ and applied. Current environmental education programs reach 
!Jiany Minnesotans, but more p~ople can be reached through1 expanded efforts~ 

Througl}~outreach efforts Qf MINNE£OTA RELEAF, Arbor Day and the Minnesota State .. 
Fair~ displays and 'activities on community forestry have reache_d many Minnesotans. ~roject 
Learning Tree lessons, Arbor Month· educational packets, Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
resources, _and~ Master Gardener arid Woodland Advisor programs hav~ statewide impact. 

.rhe-Minnesota Forestry·Fair is·~ biannual event cooperatively sponsored ~y the. 
Department ofNamral Resm.~rces, Minnes<?ta-Eitension Services and- the Minnesota Forestry 
Association. This environmental edl!-cation effm:t 6ffers lessons qn planting, care,.and wis-e use 
of treesfo kindergarten through grade12 students. The Forestry Fair allows people to learn -
about natil~al res0urces and th~ envitgnment in an entertaining way and encourages resource_ 

~ agencies and organizations to work togethe'r. . ·- · 
)'-.. 

&lise publicawaieries$ of the value ofcommun1ty forests and the importance 
of proper management. 

· Identify and address the educational needs of the general publlc, :students and 
policy makers concerning community forests. 

': 



'I 

The formation-of Citizen tree boards and the involvement oflocal community'and 
neighborhood- groups are criti~al ·to improvement of ~ommunity forest management pro
grams~ Stat~ agenci¢s will assist counties and communities in formingtree boards. Tree boards . 
provide public input in setting long and short.term goals, and help to assure ongoil)g locaj 

- funding for communinrforestry programs. Strong volunteer netwprks will be supported by 
information, professib-nal·expertise and cos;:-shaiing a,Ssistanc~~ The involvementof cult~~ally 

· diver~e groups will be ~ncoutaged and ~up ported. 

Professional arborists, µrban forfsters and landscape pro(essionals.provjde,expertise 
at the local level. This_ management by professionals will ensure proper selection, siting, and 
maintenance of new trees arid proteqion of existingmature trees~ Consequently commun}ty 

. . goals will be met at, _the least cos~ to taxpayers. ' 

Prom_ote. and support sustainable grassroots ~ction arrd community efforts . 
, toward education, planting and maintenance _of community for~sts.; 

; Increase ~itize~ part!cipation in tree planting, maintenance anlpest control. 
. \ 



As 9ne of Minnesota's abundant natural resources, community fores_ts ne~d ·profes:_ 
. ;ional man~gement. Tlr~y require wise planning, scheduled maintenan~e and~teplacement like 
the other components of a community's physical infrastructure - streets, utilities and public 
-·· - . ' 1 • -

buildings. This·management p~oc~ss involves: . _ .. · · 
a~se~~ing the condition of the resource through periodic inventories, 

setting s~~rt and long_ term go'als ~nd draftfog a ~omprehensive plan based on 
thi\5 assessinent_and the community's valges (lnd needs, and 

developing programs, ordinances and budgets set out in the plan to meetthe --
.goals. . - - . 

Minnesqta's comniunitiesare atvarious§tagesjnthe process of developing commiinity 
-forestmanagel!_l.ent, dep~nding p~imarily OJ?. community size_,-·community tree health and the . 

l ' ' 

v~ue they place on their tree resource.· Those ~ommunities with .. established high quality -
mana,g~men~ programs will he .valuable i:esources · for communities -which ~e developing 
policies~ __ 

Develop' an understanding of Minnesota community forest makeup; 
condition and' maintenance needs. --

~mp rove the· quality~£ community furest management:.based on resource 
: "', 

assessment. 

• ~ - ! 



mmunity forests 

need profess~onal . 

management 

inCluding scheduled , . 
. . 

maintenance. 

\ 



Properly applied techniques ~d principles are clucial to quality.care of commu~ity 
forests«· Technical information must be effectively transferred, 'and e~sily understood and 
_applied. Research, publications and- information dissemination, education, and technical · 
assistance are necessary for development of professional exp~rtise: 

Ifelpiug trees_ effectively reach their potential as ~ommunity assets is limi~ed by 
Minnesota's severe conditions. Features ,of community forestry and tree planting programs 

,r .( - ' 

reqtiire analysis for adaptation to Minnesotas dist~nctive needs. Commu11ication between· 
researchers and practitioners should be strengthened~ 

As appropriate and available, existing publications and information will be used or 
adapted. New'info~ination and research findings will be incorporated to increase and improve , 

~-

pr-ogram outcomes. 

_ EducatQt~, technical experts and.users will c6Haborate to effectively transfer needed 
information. An annual shqrt course and a st~te':Vide series· of tree inspectors workshops are· 
pr9vided throughjoint spo~sorship to upqate ci~ foresters and certified tree inspectors with 

· current technical information on shade trees .. The Minnesota Society of Arboriculttire sponsors 
an: annual conference which fosters professional exchange of information· on die :science, 

- technology, and practice of _arboriculture and urban forestry~ Undergraduate and graduat~ 
professional ec{_ucadon programs,are provided throtJgh the University of Minnesota. 

) 



\ 

( 

The quality and lon:g~term success of community forestry and tree planting initiatives 
will depend on the-application of proper techniques and principles for management and tree , 
planting and care. Specialists from a w!de ra11ge-of disciplines including forestry, arboriculture, 
qotariy, ecology,. landscape architecture, horticulture, plane pathology, entomology, outdoo_r 
iecreation and wildlife biology provide. this te~hnical assistance. The chaJ.l~nge is to provide 
commu~ity leaders, volunteers, landowners and others with the expertise tHat is J).eeded.-

' . . -

' .Str~ngthen rese~chin community forestry. 

Extend-rese~rch results to field_ prap:itioners and the.yublic'-. 

Develop and provide materials for publi~ information, training of 
profess.ionals and.technical ;issis~ance to co,mmunities: 

Provide C()ntinuing education and training foccbmmunjty forest_ry . 
professionaJs and para~professionals. 

: . . ~ 

~sist~rnmmunities, tree board~~nd ci~jc acti~n committees in obtaining 
professional technical assistance. · . · 

Qptimize the effectiveness of professionaf technical assistance. to .~ 
communities, tree boards and action groups. , 





Numerous agencies .and '"orga,nizat1ons have 'direct,involvemen~ in various aspects' of 
·community forestry programs and tie~ planting initiatives. Efforts tmdenvay to be.tter define· 

_ the roles aµd responsihilities oflead and support players will be extended. New initia#ves wilf 
be linked ~o appropri~t~ existing programs. - - · 

·M(aximize:state.:.pla!\-efficiency and effecciveneS,s through inter-agency and 
· inter-organizational coopehtion and supp_ort. · · 

'Effectively administer fundiIJ.g opportunities available for commuµiry· 
forestry. 

--Ongoing monitoring and.evaluation of community forestry programs aie necessary 
tq assess the effectiveness of community forestry policies. Succe~sful techniques and !ecoin- -
-mended improvements provide _direction for the development of better approaches for future 

. ' 

progra.Qls~ 

Evaluate the achievement_ of state plan -goals af!d actions. 

Provide reliable informatio'n.off the impacts of community forestry 
_prog~anis. 



he total cost for the 5~year urban and community fores~ry program is estimated to be 
$5.7242 million (includes federal funding and state/local match of federal dollars). The budget plan by 
objective by fiscal year is as follows: 

OBJECTIVE, 

Council Support 15,000 . 15,000 .. 15,000 15,000 15,000 75,000 

State Plan 15,000 . 2,500 , 2,500 . 2,500 2,500 25,000 

Technical Assistance/ 
Program Coordinatio~ 239,000 445,200 500,000- 500)000 500,000 2,184,200 

,,. 
University/Extension 
Support 40,000 50,000 50,000 ' 50,000 . 50,000 240,000 

Information and 
Education (Publications) 30,000 60,.000 60,000 60,000 60,000 270,000 

\ ~ . 

Cost-Share_ Projects 130,000. 1,200,000 1,200,000 200,000 100,000 2,930,000 



h;urban and community forestry plan and program implementation ~ill he ~onitored 
and evaluated annually. To ensure that the program goals will be met, the following accomplishments 
will be monitored. Targets for each of the next five fiscal years have-_been set b~ed upon estimated 
program funding.> \ ' 

ACCOMPLISHMENT 

TREE CITY USAs _ ' 67 80 95 110 125 

Communities Assisted 350 400 450 500 550 

Local Action Groups 133 150 175 200 225 

Community Trees 
(Pl<l!lted/Maintained) 75,80-0 100,000 . 150,000 150,000 150,000 

The Minnesota Community F9restryAction Plan sets a challenging agenda 
for meeting community forestry needs in the sta~e. It identifies goals, actions and 
commitments to provide 4irection for community forest planning, planting, and <:are , · 
in the next five years and beyond. Opportunities-described in the plan components -
will continue to expand, an4 Minnesota will continue to respond to evolving demands._ 

The America the Beautiful National Tree rlanting Initiative is integrated into 
· Minnesota community forestry efforts. Partp.erships will continue to form involving 
government agencies, the academic community, the private sector, nonprofit organi
zations, co111:m~nity groups and active volunteers.· 

More h~althy trees in our cities and towns, more forest management 
assistance for cpmmunities, more Tree City USA award winners; more tree boards and 
invofved local action groups, increased community pride; ~nd improved understand
ing of the value and benefits of trees will show Minnesota's energy and resolve toward .. · 0"J€~~~j~~~l 

improving community forests. -



hematcices on the following pages outline the actions recommended to achieve the.goals 
of Minnesota's Community Fore_stry Plan. The status and priority of these a~tions w~ll be updated on 
an annual basis.'. The opportunities and needs of community forestry in Minnesota are dynamic. New 
goals and actions will be created to .address changing_demands. . 

' I 

Tpe following organizations shall be involved in implementing recommended actions: 

·Minnesota Department of Agriculture MDA 
Minnesota Department of Natural Res~urces I:JNR 
University of Minnesota UofM 
Minnesota Extension Service MES · 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum ARB 
United States Department ufAgriculture Forest Se!Yice __ USFS 
Minnesota Department of £ublic Service MDPS 
Minnesota Department of Transportation MnDOT 
Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee MSTAC 

· Education Task Force ED 
I 

Community Outreach Task Force---,---------- CO . 
Oak Wilt Task Force · OW 

/ · Arbor Month Partnership AMP · 
. Wo~d Waste Utilization T~sk Force WWU 

Legislative Task Force LEG 
America the Beautiful ATB 

· Community Tree Preservation CTP 
Minnesota Nursery and L~ndscape Assoeiation MNLA 

, Builders Association of Minnesota . BAM 
Local tree boards TB 
Iron Ra.qge Resources and Rehabilitation Board IRRRB 
Minnesota Education Association MEA 

· .. Lasting Woodlands. LW 

Twin Cities Tree Trust TCTT 
"... 

Minnesota Horticultural Society _________ MHS 

Private consultants PC 
Local action gr~ups ACT 
Communities COM· 
Mihnesota Society of Arboriculture MSA 

/. 
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Goal: 
~- . I f' . , ' ' , : 

Rai9e public G\Wareness of ,the va.lue of community fores~s and the importance, of proper management. 
! 

Recommended Actions Priority 

Define nature of outreach .efforts. 

Develop media campaigns and programs. Medium 

Perfor.rtled 15y 

DNR; 
MST AC-CO 

Status I Co'mpletion Date 

onaoing 
--------------------------------------.,.-------------'--;--------~--------------+-------~----t---------------4---~---------------------
Increase attention t() community fbrestry concerns in. local revitalization efforts through statewide 
environmental groups, arid township, county and neighborhood groups.' 

High DNR 

-----1~~----+----------------

Ongoing 

-------~------------------------------------------~-~---------------------~-----------------~--------

Increase neighborhood community forestry action within communities and urban areas. High l DNR,MSTAC l Ongoing 
----------- -------------- -----------~------------~! 

Solicit spokespersons to broaden appreciation of community forests anq increase· knowledge of Medi~m-High · MSTAC
1 

June 1, 1992 
forestry issues. ' ...,---------r-----.----------------..;. ________________________ .;. ____________________ +-------------+----------=----- ....... -'-----------------------'-
Identify key people, organizations, agencies and local groups active in community forestry and tree Medium-High· MSTAC,All O,ngoing 

J ---------------
planting to increase efficiency of outreach efforts. 

·----;----------------------------------------------------·--------..;.------------+---'--"--------

_P_r_:>~~_:_r_:S!~~~-u_P~~~e__s_<:f_~~n_n~_:~~a-~.:'~-~~~~-~~~_:~~-~e_s_o~~~e_9~r~~!_O~~·,_ ______ . _____ ' ______ t----~~'::' ____ l:_ ____ p_~~-----J_A_s_~~e_C:e ... d _______________ _ 

Increase r~gional parti?ipation in Arbor Month ceremonies. High MDA, 
MST AC-AMP 

.Goal: Identify and address the educational needs of the general p~blic" students and policy rnake,rs con~erning community fore;sts. 

, Recommen9ed Actions I Priority I Perform.ed by \ 

Ongoing 

Status/Completion Date 

~~~~£.:'~~:_e~_:~~X.:<:~:_e_~~~o_n_~~~~~~_::.:'~:~i:_t:_"'.:i~h_:~~e_n~~~-1:~~1~e_d_u_::~~~~~1-~~~e~~~------~L--~:~i~~---l----~~~~-~~---l_1_?_?~~r~_:i~~-o_n~~E~:~~-----
· Expand statewide Arbor Month educational programs in schools and communities. . I High t · MDA,DNR 
--------------------------------~------~-------------------------------------t--~~------- ---------~-----1-------------------~-----

High· • MOPS , Develop and distribute guidelines for energy conservation plantings for the community erwironments 

1992 Arbor Month 

Target: July 1993 
and energy consumptive patterns in Minnesota. . ' 
---------------------------~---------~--------------------------------..;.------~-----------+----~---------+-~~----~------~--------~ 
Develop and implement environmental education programs for youth and adults on the ecology, I Medium DNR,MDA, I 1992 

MEA,ARB design, establishment and maintenance of community forest systems. f 
---------------------7-------~------------------------------------------~----+------------- ---------~-----+---------~---------------

Promote involvement.in Master Gardener and Woodland Advisor programs. Low DNR,MES 1992 



\ 

Goali Promote and support sustainable grassroots action and community efforts toward education, planting and maintenance of community forests. 
I 

Recommended Actions 

Encourage establishment of local tree boards. 
r-------------------~------~-----------------~---------------~-----------~----

Encourage involvement of voh..inteet action groups. ~ 

Priority Performed by 

High l DNA 
--~------- ------J--------

High DNR,MSTAO. 

I 
Status/Complejion Date 

Ongoing 

-------------------------------------------~7--------------------------------~----------~------,-------~------------------~-----

Encourage public service employment programs through Minnesota J9bs and Training to include Medium-High· MnDOT,TCTT, Ongoing 
Counties 

Coordinate' cooperative public/private partnerships ~imed at maximizing community forestry efforts. t Mediull)-High·r--.-D-~~;~h-;~~--1-~~~~~~-----,-----------
-;;,s~~r-~r~:~~~:~~6~~~~:~-~~~;y-::i~~-~r~~e~-;;---------,------------------·-~---~----- -~~~~~~~~~f--------------f---"r--------------------

community forestry activities in their missions.. . 
-~~--------------------------------------------------------------------------~-------

1 Goal: Increase citizen. participation i.n tree planting, maintenance and pest control. '\ .. 

Recommended Actions Prjority 'Performed by Status/Completion Date 

. . . 
Develop an award and recognition program for volunteer contributions to both public and private / 

community forestry efforts. 
Medium-High I~ 

1 

MSTAC-CQ target: A~gust 1991 

-------------------------------~---7-------------:-----------~---------~-----+-----------

Increase technical assistance to .and organizational skills for cdrpora~ions, small busines$es, 
volunteer, and other local groups attempting program and project planning, tree planting and tree. 
care. io;;.:_ ______________ .:_ _____________________________ . _________ ;_ ______ _; ___ ,_"'---------·--

Medium-High Volunteer 
Coordinator 

Ongoi
1
ng 

------·---+--------------+------------------------

Assist ptate agencies in the attainment of their respective goals oriented toward promoting the t Medium ! MSTAC-CO ! Ongoing 

~-e_s;~~~~~-e.'.1!.:>:~~-~!~~~~-c_:>~-~~~~-~o!~:t_c:_o~~~~:~~~~~i~~~.C:~~~~~~-a~~~~£>~~_:~~~--~...:______ __._ __ .:.,L-__ ---------.----~ _______ _; _______________ _ 

Develop a comprehensive menu of community tre~ action projects. · ~e'~~u_n2_"_ ---~~!~9~~2 ___ . _!~~~!:_~ugust 1991 
-------------------------------------------------------------------~-------1--

Prepare a design and cost estimate for a traveling' di~-play to promote con:imunity tree action Medium· . MSTAC-CO target: bctober 1991 
programs and formation of.local tree qoards. . . 

~---------------------~-------------------------------------------------------+------- -4---·------~---'-'-+------------------:------

Prepare a "gift catalog" of annual tree action projects Sl.Jitable for funding by private donbrs. 
1------.,---:...------.--------------------,,--------------.-~---~-----------------------

,Medi~m t MSTAC-CO .t tarQJet: 1992 , 
----~~~--- -"-~~;~~~~;;--- -t:;g""e~:-~~n~~;~;;; ______ ... __ 

Organize and sponsor an annual conference to attract existing and potential group voluntee.rs and 
tree.board members. . 

1 
' • / 

----'--------------;------------~---------------;-----------------------------~---+----------4---------------4----------------.---------

Encourage public service employment programs to include community fo~estry programs in their Medium DNR,MSTAC for~ 1992 Legislative Session 

mission. 
------------------------------T---------------------'-- -,-----------------------+- -- - - - - -- -..+-- - -- -- - -- - - - -..+-- _ _., __ ------------------~I 

Encourage school community service programs to include community forestry programs ·in their 
mission. 

Low MDA, 
MST AC-AMP 

-------------~--------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------~------~----------------~ 
Form

1
a system of volunteer coordinatio(l 

'. ' 
High Volu~teer I Ju~e 1, 1992 

Coordinator 

\I 

- )' 



<:aoal : . 6evefop an understanding of community forest makeup;conditlon and mai~tenance needs. 

Recon:imended Actions Priority Performed by Status/Completion date 

Refine inven1ory and assessment. process to include cost benefit analysis of commu'nity trees. 
~----~----------------------------------~-~-----------------------------------

Medium U$FS,DNR December 1992 

Complete development of the standardized statewide urban tree inventory system. Conduct a . Medium I DNR,UofM 
statewide community street tree inventory to deterrmine the extent of Minnesota's community forest 
resource and identify critical community forestry needs. Repeat such inventories as appropriate. 

1---------------------------------~-----------------------~------------------- - - - - - - - - - - -t---- ----- ---.,.----t--- - ----·--------_____ _:. __ i_ 

Promote the use of the standardized tree inventory system in comprehensive community forest Medium-High DNR Ongoing 

~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~..?!~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~-------------------------------------
Design sample rtianagement programs for professionals and community leaders. · Medium-High DNR Target: 1992 

Goal: ln:iprove the quality of community forest management based on resource assessmenc 
r 

Recommended Actio111s Priority Performed by Status/Completion Date 

Encourage local units of government to include a community forestry management plan as part of any l High ·· I 'DNR 
comprehensive community development plan. ,. .·. . ,_ __ . _______________________ -----------------7--..::.-----1------------------------- - - - - - - .... - - ::.._ -r--- -------- ----r-- - '!lj'---,-- - --- ---------- -

Increase tree canopy cover in ·urban setting to 50 percent. DNR 2000 
1~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+-----------1----------------1-~-----------------------

Expand oak wilt and gypsy moth detection and control efforts through incre;ised inspection, 
community cost share assistance, technical assistance, a11d conditional development requirements. 

~-------~-----------------------------------~--------~-----~--------------~---~ 

' Revise oak wilt rules and regulations (Chapter 1505) to prov,ide more control guidefine.s if1 th~Jaw . · 
(such as is the case with Dutch Elm Disease). 

~-----~------~----------------------:-------------------------;-----------~---

Develop policies and establish inq:mtives for community energy-conservation plantings. 
~---~-------------------------~------~---------------------~-------~--:-------

Hi~h 

High 

High 

DNR,UofM, 
BAM 

MST AC-LEG 

DNR 

1992 

Support and promote Minnesota ,Releaf tree planting and maintenance programs for energy DNR I Ongoing 
conservation and carbon dioxide reduction. . 

~-----------------------~------~------~----~-------------~--------------~-----
Promote the production of plant species and varieties best suited for Minnesota through increased 
cooperation between the local· nursery industry, the University and the State. 

High 

~-------------------------------~-------7-----~------------~------------------~-----------

---~--.--------+-------------------~-----

DNR,MDA 
MNLA 

Create state guidelines and provide incentives for communities to' implement tree preservation I Medium I DNR,BAM 
ordinances which identify critical community forest laqds and habitats: and enact policies on 
protection and replacement of trees within their jurisdiction. · 

~-------~-----------~--------r-----------------~------------~L----------------r4---------r---------------+------------------------
support authorization for communities to levy funds, outside. current levy limits, to support community Medium . MST AC 
forestry management programs. . 

~--~---------------------------------------7----------------------------------

Consider the role of community trees in Environmental Impact Statements and environmental review, I 1 Medium I All 



r-

/ 

\ 

Goal: Stren~then research 1in community forestry. 

Recommendep Actions Priority Performed by , Status/Completion Date 

~~~~~~_:;.:'~-~~~i!!'_~o!::t:y_~~~~~_:-~~~~~g-~e_s_:i1~<:h_~~:~~-a-~_::_t_?_:~o!~i::·---~-------£------L---~~g~----l--~-t::1~!~_9---~l-':~,.n_u~~~-----------------
Provide, solicit and support funding for r~search and teaching nee'ds. ' High UofM,DNR, 

------------------~---t--------------------~--_;_ _________________ _ t::1~!-_:l~~~:t:_y_'_ ...+---- ---- ___ --- _____ _;_ ___ - - ~I 

-~~~d_u_:;~~~~-~~~~-s_:t~~~~-t~_d_,e~:~~:r~:_:i:~e_n~.?!~~:_~~:~::!~~-d_:e_v~~o_P_~_c_:>~~~~=~'!_t~~~·--~Lt::1:~~~:~~9_h_l _____ ~<:f~-----l-C:::c~~-b_e!~~~2~~-~---------
Expand Oak Wilt control research. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------f--~---------
Foster community demonstration and pilot programs. · . . · · Medium-High 
---------------------------------~-----------------------~------------------- ------------
Develop planning tools and site-specific gui~elines to achieve energy conser.:ation thrm,igh tree . Medium-~igh 
planting. Explore the appropriateness of various energy-conserving site design techniques for 
Minnesota. ' - · " . 

bNR 
--7-----------

U ~ M 

. Spring-Summer, 1992 

In progress .. 
'Tar~et: July 1992 

~--~-------------------------------~------~--~-------------------------------+------------+-~------------+-----------~------------

Medium - \ UofM June 1, 19.92 Develop prototype plaQting designs for various.community environments in Minnesota and test these 
using simulations and. scale models. Establish demonstrations io field test prototype plantings. · 

!----------:--""-.----------------------.-.· -.~-----;---------------. ------~---------1---r-----------.1---------..,..---1------------------------
ldentify plant varieties adapted to the climate and growing conditions in' Minnesota and resistant to Medium-Higl:i . UofM . December 3L 1992 
prevalent pest problems. Develop new varieties meeting these criteria. Develop biological diversity · 1! 

and nati_ve species use guidelines for community tr,ee planting and management programs. 

Goal: Extend research results ~o field practitio.riers and the public. 

.• Recommended\Actions Priority Performed by . Status/Cgmpletion Date 

Determine the characteristics of urban and community forest environments needed to support vjable I -Low UofM I 2000 
wildlife management guidelines to promote desirable wildlife habitat$. I ------""""!-_; ________________________________________ .,.. __ ~-,---'------,----------------+------------ ---::--------.:..--1-------'..:..,-----i-------------
Develop models for the most cost effective me~ns of using trees and community forests to reduce Low-Medium MnDOT,UofM 199'4 

erosion as well as air and noise pollution. ' .. ! • 

~---------'--I....-,----------'·-------------"!"!---.:;.;, ______________________ ..:,. _____________ +-----------+-~-----------+------------------------

_;;;~~;~~~~~;_;;~~;;~~~~~:~~~~f~~~~;-~~:;~~t~;~:~~~~;;~~,:~~~::~~:~:~~-~~~--~-J ____ :~~ _cj ___ ~~~~~:~ __ J_f~~~--~-----------------
Provide for research and post-secondary education staffing to implement integration of research and High UofM 1992 

_e_?_u:~~~~~_P!~~~~~--"------------·-~--------------------------------------~---~ 
Higb MDA,DNR 1992 Determine wood waste utilization amounts and types currently generated in. Minnesota; develop 

strategies and options for optimum wood waste utilization. , . 
------------'-'--------~-------------------------------------------------------+-------------+---------------+-----~-----------'--------~! 

Determine cost-effective meth'ods to control overland and underground spread of oak wilt in 
Minnesota. 

Medium-High UofM,DNR 

~;---'---------1---~---------....;.--------------------------------------------------4-------------+------,---------

Determine the effects of various construction pr.actices on the health of, Minnesota trees. High, UofM,DNR,Mn 
DOT,BAfy'l 

1995 

1995 

' I 

.-:, 



. ' . 

Goal: Develop and provide materials for public information, training of professionals and· technical .assist~nc~ 
0

to communities. 

} 

Recommended Actions Priority I Performed by 

MST AC-ED High 
-------------

High t DNR,MES 

Set priorities for publications needed. 
~---~---------------------------------~--------~--------------f---------------+--------

Develop and distribute fact sheets and technical bulletins. · . 
~----~-------------------~-----------------------~----------------------------

Develop· and provide ,information on professional technical assistance and cost share programs 
available to communities. 

---------- -------------
High DNR,MES 

I Status/Completion Date 

Completed Fall 1991 
~------------------------

Ongoing 
-r---------~----------~--

June 1, ;1992 
To be ready for next sign-up 

----'------------------------------------'---,...---------------------------------
Develdp and distribute materials on methods for promoting proper community fores.try management · 
which enpompass: (1) tree inventory; (2) development of comprehensive .community forestry 
management plan; (3) use of proper tree to site selection techniques, planting and maintenance; and 
.(4) organization of public involvement and support. " 

----~;~;---r---~~~~~~~--"f~~~;;o~-~;~~~~~;~~~;,~;-- II 

Conference in. February 1994. 

' 

Goal: 
', ). , , r , , i , , _ I , I 

Prov1d~ c~ntmumg eclucat1on and training for community forestry professionals and paraprqfess1onals. 

I 

· Reco~mended1Actions: 
.. I 

I Priority · Performed by Status/Completion Date 

Direct instructional materials toward people in fields of planning, forestry, landscape architecture and Medium DNR,MDA, 
engineering.· Materials also neet! to reach municipal parks personnel, utility operators and ~roperty MES 
owners. 

1--------;;;..--·:--'-------7'""-----------------------r--..:..-.!. __________ ,....1.. _______ ::- ____________ ----------- ------,-------- --------------\~---------

Expand comprehensive research based public education program to contain the spre,ad of forest Medium-High' UofM 
pests and dis,eases in Minnesotg. 

~---------------------~--------------------------1--------~-------~---------~- ----1------ ~-------------- -------------------------
Expand continuing education programs to improve the abilities of persons working with trees and their M~dium-High' MES,UofM I 

sensitivity to ecological issues. Develop expertise and ongoing skill~ of field specialists through 
training and use of existing material. l I 

/ 



Goal: Assist commuQities, tre.e boardsiand civic action committees in obtaining professional technical assistance. 

Recommended Actions Priority Pe('formed by Status/Completion Date 

~~~~;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(~~:~~~;~~;;;;;;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~j~~~~;~;~~~t~~~~~~~~~j~!~~~;~:~~;~~~~~~:~~~ 
Develop .:Vorksho~s and training programs for communities and pfoperty owners. Medium DNR Febr~ary 1992 

.. 

Goal: 0ptimize the effectiveness of professional 'technical assistance to communities, t?e'e boards and action groups. 

' 

' 
Recommended Actions Priority Performed by Status/Completion Date 

Provide community leaders with education and technical assistance related to optimum wood waste Medium-High DNR 1992 
utilization strategies. -

( ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- t- - _._ - -- - - - --,- -------------- -------------~----------

Expand capability for diagnosis of disease through development of a state diagnostic laboratory. i-:, ____________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- ------------------------
Develop educational and technical assistance programs for architects, cpmmunity planners, Medium-High UofM,DNR 1992 
engineers, .contractors anq developers that show proper ways to protect .trees during construction. 



Goal: Maximize state-plan efficiency and effec;tiver'\ess through inter-agency and inter-organizational cooperation anc:l support. 

Recommended Actions Priority Agency Status/Completion Date 

High MST AC-A TB _':_~~~l~s~-~t~~e_::~~d_e_~~~1:_a~~-~_::~~_'.12:_~~e_d_~~~o_n_:>_~~~='.:~~~c:r~t~_:>.:_ ___________________ .:_ __ _ -------1----------------1--~c:_mpleted fall .1991 
i -.-------------,------

-~~.?_?~-~~~e_s_:i~~~~~~:_r!:'.:_~d_v~s_o!~-~o_~~~t:e_e_~e_c_:i~~'.:~~C:t~o_n_:>_~-t~:_L_eJ~s~~t_:i~i:----'------l----~~g~----1------~~---"---1-~~~o~~~----------------
. I . • 

Identify the'agencies or organizations best able to accomplish each·state plan action: 

--------=----------------------------~--~---~--------------------------------
Develop memoranda of understanding to diminish duplication in responsibilities and relationship of 
existing organizations . 

. Develop enhanced communication network. 

Ooal: Effectively administer funding opportu11ities avail?.ble for community forestry. 

Reqommehded Actions 

Promote funding opportunities. 

High I · MSTAC.-ATB I Completed fall 1991 ;annual 

High 

Medium~High 

Priority 

High 

Various 

MSA,MNLA 

.Performed by 

MSTACcCQ, 
DNR 

updates 

Status/Completion Date 

------------------------------~----------------------------------------------~------------!------~---------!---------------------

., 

Develop criteria and procedures for reviewing project proposals and a~arding grants. i 

~-------------------------------------~-------------------~-------------------~------------+-----------~----+-------------------~--~ 
Develop expanded budget to delineate clear avenues for project support. · . l . High 

~----~---------------------------~----------~--------------------------------- ----------
Provide co.st sharing programs promoting proper community forestry management. Include 
workshops, seminars, and continuing education for community forest managers. Encourage sharing 
of resources (equipment, materials, professional expertise, etc.) betWe;~h neighboring communities. 

High 

MSTAC,DNR 

DNR 

Annually 

\ 



- . 

Goal: Evaluate the. achievement of state. plan goals and actions. . ·. 

Recommended Actions Priority Pertorme.d by 1 Status/Completiqn Date 

Generate measures· for tree planting, tre.e maintenance an.d community. assistance which ref led 
desired benefits of the America the Beautiful initiative. ' 

Annually 

... -------------------...,-----r--------·-------------------------------------""'"'------
__ , _____ ._ __ ._ __ .... _______________ 

------------------------
Review and report state plan action priority and completion status. MST AC-A TB Annually 

Goal: Provide reliable information on the impacts of community forestry programs. . 
Recorirnenaed Actions. Priority Performed by., Status/C<;>mpletion date 

Develop reporting system and maintair;i data base of accomplishments and community assists.' Medium 
---~---------------------------------------~---~-~-----------------~--------- .------------- ---------~-----~------------------------

Document effects onenvironment of special projects. Medium 
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The Minnesota Community Forestry Action Plan was 
produced with support from many groupj and 
individiials. Express appreciation is deserved by: 

members of the Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee 
(G. Rolf Svendsen, chair) for providing review and approval 

members of the America the Beautiful Task Force of the 
Minnesota Shade Tree AdvisoryCommittee (John Daniels, 
chair) for recommending the scope and directing development 
Of the plan, . 

the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Division of 
Forestry (Gerald A, Rose, State Forester} for administrative 
support and technical assistance, , 

and the USDA Forest Service, Northeastern Area, State and 
Private Forestry for financial support. 
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