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FOREWORD

This report has been prepared in conjunction with Minnesota Horizons
1983. Horizons is a presentation to provide the legislature with an opportunity
to examine the economic and social changes as we move into the 1980s.

"Minnesota In The Eighties, Its People And Its Land" is a series of "fact
sheets" that exhibit the state's human, natural, and physical resources. It con
tains annotated maps, graphs, and charts that describe the condition of the
state's resources in the 1970s which are the basis for projections into the
1980s. The topics include current demographic profiles, the natural resource
economic base, and the condition of the urban infrastructure. This overview at
tempts to quantify those trends that are revealed by current events and to form
the basis for policy decisions that will set the course for the future.

This report was prepared by the Division of Planning, Department of
Energy, Planning, and Development. In addition to the data provided by the
Minnesota State Agencies, a considerable amount of data was provided by the
1980 Census ·of Population, U.S. Bureau of the Census and the Land Use
Change Project funded by the Legislative Commission on Minnesota
Resources (LCMR). Graphics were produced at the University of Minnesota
Computer Center, Professional Services Division and Graphic Group facility.
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POPULATION CHANGE

Population growth has slowed but is more
widely distributed through the statEl with f,ewer
counties experiencing loss. $uburbs continue
to grow while rural areas grow more rapidly.
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AGE OF THE POPULATION

During the 1970s the baby boom reached
adulthood creating significant changes in the
social and economic characteristics of
Minnesota.
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SOCIAL CHANGE

The changing age structure coupled with ongo
Ing social change has had major impacts on
family structure.
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LABOR FORCE

The 1970s saw an unprecedented growth in the
labor force as large numbers of the baby
boom generation, especially the women;
sought employment.
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EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRY

Minnesota has experienced strong growth in
employment and number of businesses.
Growth is especially strong in service
industries.



EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRY

----,

-



INCOME

Though money income increases substantially,
real income, after adjusting for inflation, rises
more slowly. Poverty rates fall but certain seg..,
ments of the population continue to experience
high rates.
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MINNESOTA'S RESOURCE ZONES

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS

Minnesota's physical resources are the founda
tion of the state's economic wealth and oppor
tunity. The changing use, development, and
management of these resources will guide Min
nesota's future. Important decisions will be
made in the eighties regarding the allocation Qf
land and Invlilstment of funds.

MINNESOTA'S RESOURCE ZONES

Agriculture
$7.1 BUllon

ConstrOction
$1.8 Billion

anufacturing
$3.0 Billion

Tourism
$1.7 Binion

Minnesota's physical resources
can be categorized into five broad
occas.ionally overlapping zones: 1)
agriculture; 2) forestry; 3)
recreation/tourism; 4) minerals;
and 5) urban development.

FOREST REGION

The forest zone includes most of
the state's commercial forest land
and major manufacturing ·sites.

MINERAL·-RESOURCES

The Iron Range represents the
state's primary mining area.

URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE

Minnesota's urban infrastructure is
concentrated in the metropolitan
area.

AGRICULTURAL REGION

The agricultural zone is identified
by the most intensively cultivated
land and the concentration of
agricultural processing centers.

RECREATION RESOURCES

The recreation/tourism zone con
tains scenic amenities, rivers,
lakes, hilly terrain, forest cover, and
major recreational facilities.
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AGRICULTURE

In 1980, agriculture generated $7.1 billion for
the state economy. Farmers experienced
record production expenses, low crop prices,
and reduced farm income. Minnesota ranks 5th
in the nation in both farm income and
agricultural exports.

RESOURCE TRENDS
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MINNESOTA'S AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
The agricultural region has three
sub-zones of specializ,ed production.

SMALL-GRAIN REGION

The small-grain and cash crop sub
zone has flat rich prairie soil, but
variable moisture and a shorter
growing season. Major crops in
clude wheat, barley, sunflowers,
potatoes, and sugarbeets.

CORN BELT

The corn belt is dominated by corn,
soybean and hog production. It is
marked by rich prairie soils, ade
quate moisture, and the state's
longest growing season and
highest ag land values.

20

DAIRY REGION

The dairy region consists of less in
tensively cultivated, rolling terrain
with more pastureland. A mix of
dairy cows, beef cattle, poultry and
interspersed cash crops charac
terize this area.

LEGEND

o Small Grain Region

Dairy Belt

• Dairy Processing

• Grain/Food Processing
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AGRICULTURE .economic indicators

Anoka 1,560 1.4" 320 0.3"

Carver 229,171 114.2% 16,792 8.4"

Dakota 85,282 31.8" 28,822 10.8"

Hennepin 62,204 50.4" 1,605 1.3"

Ramsey 0 0 0 0

Scott 88,080 49.3% 4,616 2.6"

3,662 2.4" 3,662 2.4"
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FORESTRY

In 1980, forest resources account for nearly $1
billion in primary production and another
billion in secondary manufacturing. The forest
industry represents an opportunity for im
proved Investment and economic growth, es
pecially with improvement in the national
economy.

MINNESOTA'S FOREST RESOURCES

Minnesota's forest resources have
great potential for further economic
development. Over 56 percent of
the state's commercial forest land
is under public control.

HIGHEST PRODUCTIVITY

Itasca County contains the state's
most productive forest land.

PLANT EXPANSION

The Bemidji-Grand Rapids area
has recently seen new or expanded
waferboard and particle board
plants.

S.E. HARDWOODS

Southeastern Minnesota forests
contain high value hardwoods.
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RESOURCE TRENDS
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SOFTWOOD RESOURCE

Lake County has the largest
concentration of dominant,
softwood forest.

• MAJOR FOREST PRODUCT
~AC1UlERS
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MINERALS

In 1979, Minnesota's mining activities
represented a 2 billion dollar industry. The soo

current economic recession has reduced
production and employment due to the weak 20.

demand for steel and the slumping housing
market and construction industry.

MINNESOTA'S MINERAL RESOURCES

RESOURCE TRENDS

Minnesota has a variety of minerals
that represent an opportunity for
development.

PEAT

Minnesota contains an estimated
7.5 million acres of peatland, an
amount exceeded only by Alaska.
Peat is a largely untapped fuel
resource.

IRON ORE

Natural iron ore production has
been replaced by taconite produc
tion. In 1982, production was
severely curtailed due to lack of a
demand.

URANIUM

The early 80's has seen interest in
uranium exploration.

SAND AND GRAVEL

Sand and gravel is one of the
state's more plentiful Jesourc.es.

" . However, adequate supply is not
always located near high demand
areas. Development of quality
resources is often prevented by
conflicts with urban land uses.

30

COPPER-NICKEL

The Duluth Gabbro belt has recen
tly seen exploration for Copper/
Nickel and other minerals.

IRON

_ SANDSTONE

o LIMESTONE

c=J GRANITE

_ COPPERINICKEL

c=J URANIUM

PEAT

CiJ SAND & GRAVEL

CLAY
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RESOURCE TRENDS

RECREATION/TOURISM

In 1980, tourists spent 2.1 billion dollars in Min
nesota, dropping the state in national rank from
11 th to 13th. Over six million people visited Min
nesota state parks. Travel expenditures for
transportation have increased most rapidly.

MINNESOTA'S RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

HI70

Stal, Parkl'nd

1876

Minnesota's recreation zone is
associated with high concentra
tions of lakes, streams, hills and
forests. This zone includes most of
the state's major state parks, cam
ping areas, trails, water access
points and lake resorts.

FORESTED-LAKE

The heavily forested lake zone in
cludes many of the state's lake
resorts and towns.

PRAIRIE-LAKE

The prairie-lake zone includes
many lakes and resorts intersper
sed with pasture and cultivated
land.

SCENIC RIVER VALLEY

Southeastern Minnesota's river
bluff vistas and the scenic St. Croix
River valley are popular tourist and
recreation areas.

34

NORTH SHORE/BOUNDARY WATERS
The scenic north shore and Boun
dary Waters Canoe Area are
nationally recognized high-amenity
tourist attractions.

LEGEND

, I
0 Resort Towns

A Major Ski Areas

• Popular State partts
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URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE

Minnesota's urban infrastructure is in need of
increased maintenance and rehabilitation.
These needs are occurring in a period of
declining revenues and shifting financial bur
dens. The infrastructure's condition is crucial to
the state's economic health and expansion.

INFRASTRUCTURE TRENDS

MINNESOTA'S URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE

Urban infrastructure consists of ex
isting public investment in Min
nesota communities.

DEFINITION

Urban infrastructure includes
highways, bridges, railroads, air
ports, public buildings, landfills and
sewer and water facilities.

FUNCTION-

Infrastructure serves residential,
commercial, and industrial ac
tivities that make up the heart of
our economy.

COSTS

The fiscal cost of maintaining,
rehabilitating, and replacing aging
components of the infrastructure is
staggering. For instance, local
communities are currently in need
of $1.5 billion for sewer and waste
water treatment projects alone.

Increases in new residential con
struction appear to precede com
mercial and industrial investment.
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DECISIONS

The Legislature will face difficult
decisions in allocating scarce
dollars to maintain a sound in
frastructure to foster economic
growth in Minnesota.

Ii!) lkban cenlllr8 3O,OOOf- pop.

• CItIee 10,000-20,000 pop.

l(ey AIrPorts

.... Major wastewater
dlscharge alte
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