




































































































































rap i d descent. The ri v er drops about 6 00 f t ( l 8 O m ) i n the 5 mi 1 e s ( 8 k m) · 

which are within the park. There are several waterfalls, the largest called 

High Falls is 60-70 ft m) high. 

Bensen Lake is only about 20 acres (8 hectares) in size, and about 30 ft (9 m) 

deep. The bottom is very soft with little potential for swimming. A boat 

access suitable for small boats is provided. The lake is a scenic focal point 
for four campsites. 

Lake Superior is visible from the high overlooks in the park. It has a major 

impact on the park's weather, influencing both the temperature and amount of 

precipitation. Lake Superior covers 31,700 square miles and contains 2,985 

cubic miles of water. This makes Lake Superior the second largest lake in the 

world. The only larger lake is the Caspian Sea. 

Management 

Objectives: 

To maintain high quality ground water 

To m a i n t a i n h i g h water q u a 1 i ty i n a 11 park r i v er s and l a k es 

To maintain the remote scenic qualities of the Manitou River 

Action #1. Continue to enforce a no motor policy on Bensen Lake. 

Bensen Lake is small enough so that the entire lake can easily be fished 

without motor boats. The noise of outboard motors would have a detrimental 

impact on the the campsites and trails near the lake. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST No Development Cost 

Fisheries 

Both Bensen Lake and the Manitou River provide good fishing opportunities. 

Bensen Lake has been stocked with brook trout si nee 1932. In August 1955, the 

lake was poisoned to eliminate noxious fish species and parasites. This was 



followed by stocking of brook trout. The most recent fish survey in 1978 · 
showed that both the population and size of brook trout was greater than local 
and statewide medians. Although the majority of trout were from 7 to 9 inches 
(17 to 22 cm) long, some trout over 16 inches (40 cm) were also netted. 

The Manitou River is one of the best brook trout streams on the North Shore. 
It has a more uniform flow of water than most, an abundance of good pools, 
ample shade, and favorable stream bottom. The water is soft, ranging in 
alkalinity frorn 17.5 to 37.5 ppm, with a pH ranging from 6.8 to 7.4. 

Brook trout are abundant in the cooler streams in the watershed and brown 
trout are common in the warmer, wider, lower river stretches in the park. An 
unusual strain of rainbow trout have developed in the section of the river in 
the park. These rainbow trout don't migrate in spawning runs which members of 
this species typically do. 

Trout have been stocked in the Manitou River since 1945. Mainly brook and 
brown trout have been stocked, although rainbow trout were stocked in 1959, 

1966 and 1968. Also, steelhead were stocked in 1973 and 1974. 

Fisheries Management 

Objectives: 

To maintain the present level of fishing opportunities 

To protect game fish habitat 

The DNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife is responsible for fisheries management 
of Bensen Lake and the Manitou River. This plan recommends a continuation of 
the management programs which are currently being implemented by the Fisheries 
Section. 

HISTORY/ARCHAEOLOGY 
Prehistory 
Prehistoric settlement along the North Shore is not well documented because 
the rocky country and thin soils have not preserved many archaeological 
remains. Very few remains were discovered during the construction of TH 61~ 
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Evidence of prehistoric settlement along the southern shore of Lake Superior · 

(Wisconsin) suggests that humans inhabited this area prior to 5,000 B.C. Very 

little is known of these cultures except that they worked native copper into 

spear points and various other objects. 

History 

Pierre Esprit Radisson and Medard Chouart, Sieur des Groselliers were probably 

the first European visitors to the North Shore. They travel led up the shore 

of Lake Superior in 1660. Along with the Ojibwa Indian tribe, the French 

controlled the North Shore area until 1763. From 1763 to 1803, the Britlsh 

were in control of the North Shore. The first white residents to Lake and 

Cook counties were probably clerks at American Fur Company posts along the 

shore in the 1830s. 

The Manitou River is one of the few North Shore streams which has retained its 

Ojibwa name, which means "spirit. 11 In 1854, the Ojibwa tribe ceded their 

North Shore lands to the United States. 

Commercial fishing along the shore produced millions of pounds of whitefish 

and lake trout between 1880 and the 1920s. After this time, the fishing 

industry turned to the Superior herring (or cisco), which is still the 

mainstay of the industry. 

The most extensive early settlement and organization of the North Shore area 

took place as a result of the logging industry. (See Vegetation History, p2g 
for add it i on a 1 d i s cuss i on • ) Most of the l o g g i n g took p 1 ace between 18 9 0 and 

1910 when rail roads were constructed all along the North Shore between Duluth 

and the Cross River. The increased accessibility afforded by the railroads 

resulted in extremely heavy logging at the turn of the century. 

The city of Cramer was developed as a transfer point for the Alger-Smith 

Logging Railroad. At this point, all southbound lumber was transferred to a 

different train to complete the journey south. Cramer was also a rest point 

for train passengers. The town had a hotel, general store, water supply 

tower, and a few residences. Lake County Road 7 (Cty Rd 7) from Cramer to 

Finland is the original r~ilroad grade for ~he Alger-Smith Railroad. This 



road passes through the northwestern port ion of the park and serves as the · 
access to the park entrance. With the decline of the fishing and logging 

industry, the economy of the North Shore corridor turned to the tourism 

trade. In 1925, TH 61 was completed. The automobile began to· replace the 

trains, steamboats, and dog teams which were previously the main form.s of 

transportation to this isolated area. Along with the taconite and forest 

products trade, tourism is still a leading factor in the economy of the North 

Shore. 

George H. Crosby donated 3.318 acres (1343 hectares) to the state in 1954~lth 

the intention of creating a new state park. Mr~ Crosby was born in Hastings, 

Minnesota in 1865 and later resided in Mi nneapo 1 is and northeastern 

Minnesota. His ore discoveries included the Hawkins Mine (the city of 

Nashwaulk was later founded at this site), the LaRue Mine, and the Crosby 

Mine. Mr. Crosby was a civic leader in Duluth for many years and was one of 

the first proponents of the St. Lawrence Seaway. 

Management 

Objectives: 

To interpret the historic use of the park and surrounding area for park 

visitors. 

The Interpretive Services Section of this plan (see p 6~) includes a proposal 

for a s e 1f - g u i di ng tr a i 1 . The p amp h l et us ed w i th th i s tr a i 1 w i 11 de s c r i be 

some of the aspects of the logging industry at the turn of the century. A 

general history of the area is included in the park handout map. 
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE 

To provide those facilities necessary to protect the environment, provide 
primitive hiking access, and provide minimal user convenience. 

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 
Development at Crosby Manitou has intentionally been kept primitive. 

Manager's Residence/Park Office/Contact Station 

All these activities are housed in one building. No telephone or electric 
service is provided, although c ommun i cations with other local ·park 
managers is possible via a battery operated shortwave radio. 

Shop A garage and attached lean-to is currently used as a park shop. 

Backpack campsites There are 21 sites which are accessible by hiking 

trails only. Most sites provide only a signed clearing .for ~he campsite, 

a wilderness toilet, log benches, and a loose stone fire ring. 

Parking Lot This 30 space, gravel parking lot is used by both campers and 
day users. 

Carry-in Boat Access A service road provides access down to Bensen Lake. 

From this road, visitors can carry small boats or canoes to the lake. A 
boat ramp is not provided. After dropping off the boat and equipment, 

cars must be returned to the parking lot. 

Entrance Road A half mile gravel road provides access past the contact 

station to the parking lot. 

Trails 
A hiking trail system 23 miles (37 km) of hiking trails traverses very rugged 

topography. Log steps are provided on steep slopes and narrow half log 

treadways are provided through wet areas. There is an 11 mile (17.6 km) 

cross-country ski trai 1 system. Two miles of trai 1 are rated 11 easy 11
, four 

miles are rated "more difficult" and five miles are rated "most difficult 0
• 

None of the ski trails a re groomed. 

sby Cabin a small frame ~abin built many years ago sits on a rocky point in 

park . It i s used as a trail she 1 t er. 



PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

Action #1. Develop approximately 12 new backpack campsites. 

Camping use at Crosby Manitou is at or beyond capacity on holiday weekends. and 

is expected to increase in the future (See The Park User p-11::_). The existing 

campsites have been developed on the prime campsite locations. Only 2-4 more 

campsites can be developed on state park land and even these will have a lower 

scenic quality than existing sites. A land exchange is proposed (See Boundary 

Modification p GS) which, when completed, would al low for the development- of 

8-10 more campsites. These campsites would not have good access to water, but 

would afford very scenic vistas. 

Development of these new sites is not expected to relieve the use pressure 

which sane of the existing campsites are receiving. Site rotation was 
considered during the p 1 ann i ng process, but is not propose.d. .I_f enough new 

sites are deve 1 oped to a 11 ow several of the existing sites to rest. Th at much 

more of the park would be heavily impacted. There are very few potential 

campsites that would compare with the quality of existing sites. Also, recent 

studies show that the highest impact on a site -occurs in its first year of 

use. Future years increase the total impact only slightly. Soil compaction 

in the campsite area is the most destructive. By natura 1 process a 1 one, it 

takes longer than any other impact for recovery (estimates vary depending on 
soil type, but range from 8-15 years). 

2 3 4 5 Conditional TOTAL 
CTfST l,000 l,000 T,000 s;rnm 

Action #2. Restore and maintain existing campsites. 

Many of the 21 existing campsites are showing the effects of several years 

use. Most sit es have bare compacted earth in the main area of use. Many 

compacted areas are growing larger as campers move further into the woods for 

tent locations that are not muddy, or when more room is needed if several 

tents are used on the same site. Closing sites and allowing them to restore 

themselves naturally is not recommended because of the limited number of 

suitable sites and the extended period of time necessary for natural 
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reclamation. One action that should be taken to help slow the spread of soil · 

compaction in the campsites is to set a maximum for the number of tents 

allowed at each site. Most sites should not have more then one or two tents. 

Only one or two campsites should al low three tents. The proposed group camp 

(See •ai*•~, Action _2_ p-6.l_) should be used by visitors with three tents or 

more who wish to camp together. 

There is no one answer that will stop campsite degradation, therefore the 

following suggestions should be considered. The most practical in each 

situation should be implemented. 

1. Grade level and butld up well-drained areas for tent pads. 

2. Transplant saplings and shrubs into beaten areas around the actual 

campsite area. Stake up transplants so campers understand the intent. 

3. Grade campsites to al low for good drainage. 

4. Surface the high use areas around fire rings with gravel, when smal 1 

amounts are available nearby. 

1 2 3 ·4 5 TOTAL 
, COST No Development Cost 

Action #3. Install metal fire rings at selected campsites. 

Metal fire rings are slightly more development than most campers would prefer 

to see i n th i s park but · the s ma 1 1 er d i ame t er of the r i n gs and the gr i 11 bars 

limit the size and amount of firewood that can be used. Firewood supply is 

limited near some of the sites and ca~ be expected to continue to decline, 

unless disease or storm damage significantly increases the amount of dead wood 

available. Metal fire rings will reduce the total amount of wood being used 

for fires. Selection of which sites should have fire rings will be at the 

discretion of the park manager. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST 1, 500 1, 500 

bo 



Action #4. Provide a hori~ontal pole between two trees near each campsite for · 

suspending food out of the reach of bears. (See Wildlife p_!j]__~ 1 Ac'\-1~.,,=tt=l.) 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST 

Action #5. Construct a group camp. 

Several requests are made each year for a campsite where a small group can 
camp together. Three of the existing campsites (10, 14, & 21) have been used 

ocassionally by groups with three or more tents. None of the existing sites 

were designed to ace ommodat-e groups and the campsite openings have continued 

to grow as more and more area is flattened by tents. Also, groups tend to 

make more noise than individuals or couples. The solitude of other campsites 

can be disturbed by a noisy group in either of the three large campsites. 

Therefore, a group camp should be developed that is separate from the rest of 

the campsites. Any group with three tents or more wishing· to· camp together. 

will be assigned this group campsite. The group camp should be designed with 

a central fire ring and pit toilets, with tent pads screened from the central 

area to allow some privacy. 

Also some campsites should be fair.ly easily accessible from the parking lot 

for use by campers who arrive in the early evening. Many of the campsites are 

too far away to hike to before dark if campers arrive in the evening. If the 

group camp is located within a half mi le of the parking lot, it could be used 

as a staging site for visitors to camp one night before hiking on to another 

site for the rest of their stay. Any groups wishing to camp together would 

have priority over a person using this site only as a staging area. Another 

alternative for late arri.vals is to suggest that they use the state forest 

campground at Finl and. 

People requesting group camp information should be sent a letter describing 

the limited development and hiking distance to the camp. A maximum group size 

of 14 people should be set. This maximum group size is not determined for the 

carrying capacity of the camp site, but rather to ensure that the size of 

groups on the trai 1 system is not so large that other park users wi 11 be 

disturbed. 

'I 



2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
"COST 4,000 4,000 

Action #6. Construct a small trail/picnic shelter. 

The only winter shelter now provided is the Crosby cabin. A shelter is .also 

needed near the parking lot where people can meet after a day of skiing or for 

a lunch break. If. this shelter is constructed at the edge of the picnic 

ground, it can also serve as a picnic shelter during the summer. The shelter 

should be constructed on the north end of the picnic ground, where it is 

easily accessible from the parking lot. This shelter should not be large- or 

elaborate. A simple 3-sided adirondack shelter should be considered. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST 4,000 4,000 

Action #7. Remove the Crosby cabin and replace with an adirondac shelter. 

The Crosby cabin is an old frame structure built on a. grassy bluff top 

overlooking the Manitou River~ The intended use of this structure at present 

is as a winter tr ail shelter, although sane vis it ors have camped. in it. 

The location of the cabin allows a spectacular view of the park, but it is 

also very cold and windswept. The cabin is visable from many of the other 

overlooks in the park. It is usually the only visual evidence of human 

presence. 

Rather then continuing to repair the Crosby cabin, it should be removed and a 

simple three sided adriondac shelter constructed. The new shelter should be 

located in an area that is protected from winter winds and hidden from the 

view from the other overlooks. It should be close enough to the existing 

cabin site to provide easy access to the overlook. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST ( 0..c...t~ OV\ l\o'\ pvocess) 

Action #8. Construct 9-10 miles (14.4-16 krn) of hiking tr ai 1. 

Hiking is one of the main activities for carnpers in this park. Although the 

existing trail system is enjoyable to hike~ many campers have asked for more 

hiking trails. '.11 



People generally enjoy trails that follow the shoreline of water bodies. The 
trails adjacent to the Manitou River are heavily used for this reason and 

because they provide access to the campsites along the river. There is the 

potential to develop another trail along the east side of the river. A trail 

is not proposed here because the narrowness of the river would make hikers on 

either side of the river visible to each other and greatly reduce the remote 
feeling hikers now experience. 

Another trail experience hikers enjoy is variety of long. and short distance 

views. A horseshoe~shaped rock ridge east of th~ Manitou River pro~iaes 

spectacular views of ·the surrounding area and Lake Superior in the distance. 

Trails will be developed in this area after the land is acquired (See Boundary 

Mod ificatfon p-11_). The Proposed. Development Map (see pS'r) shows a daub le 

loop trail system. The large loop fol lows the horseshoe ridge and would be 

approximately 3 miles (5 km) in length. The second loop returns near the 

middle trail but is separated by a deep ravine. The alignme~ts fqr both these. 

trai 1 s should be carefully s_elected so that hikers on one trail are not 

visible from the other. Both loops will provide a scenic hiking opportunity 

and access to new campsites (See Action #1 pS-B). A dead end trail will 

extend from the double loop to the West Branch of- the Caribou River, providing 

access to a campsite and a site to co 11 ect water. The water quality and fl ow 

of this branch will have to be checked. Approximately one-half mile of trail 

wi 1l be needed to connect the proposed group camp to the parking 1 ot. A 

quarter mile spur off this trail would provide access to campsite #19 along a 

gentle gradient rather than the steep access trail now used. 

1 2 3 4 5 Conditional TOTAL 
WST ~ 24,000 27,500 

Actton #9. Construct a narrow bridge across the Manitou River. 

A bridge across the Manitou is needed to provide easy access to the proposed 

trails and campsites on the east side of the river. Fording the river is 

possible during periods of average or low flow but not in the spring or after 

heavy rains. This action was discussed at length with a group of 25 to 30 

park users. The consensus was that a rustic bridge was desirable, but no 

bridge was preferred over a wide heavily constructed bridge with a high visual 

impact. 
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The only measured flow data on this river is very old (1920-31). Both the 

data and the general observations of park staff and local residents infer that 

there is a great fluctuation in water levels. This would therefore require 

that a bridge be constructed well above normal water levels. A narrow, 

(approximately 2 ft/6 m wide) suspension bridge would be the most desired by 

park users, if it is feasible in this area from an engineering perspective. 

The most feasible site for the bridge is between campsites 4 and 5. The river 

is relatively narrow here, and bounded by steep banks on both sides. A bridge 

at this site could be constructed without losing a campsite and would fit well 

into the trail system. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST 15,000 15,000 

Action #10. Construct a shop at the park service area. 

The existing shop is very small and in poor. condition. A .large_ shop is not 

needed, because the amount of equipment in this park wi 11 always be limited. 

However, it is necessary to have enough room for storage and equipment 

repair. A structure about the size of a 2 1/2 car garage would be sufficient. 

A gas powered generator is currently providing the electrical power for the 

park. During 1981, consideration was given to providing electricity along Cty 

Rd 7 from Finland. Providing power by this method is cost prohibitive, and it 

does not fit into the overall character of the park. In the future, strong 

consideration should be given to purchasing a windmill power and storage 

system for the park (wind conditions are very good in this area). In 

addition, a remote telephone system that requires no connecting lines would be 

ideal. Neither of these proposals (electric or telephone) are included in the 

cost phasing below. 

1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST 13' 000 13,000 

Action #11. Expand the summer parking lot to accommodate 15 more cars. 

The existing 30 car parking lot is often used to capacity. Day use is 
continually increasing. Camping use will increase when the new campsites and 

the group camp are constructed. Therefore, additional parking spaces will be 



needed. The add it i ona 1 parking spaces shou 1 d not be constructed adjacent to · 

the existing parking lot. Retaining undisturbed areas of trees between the 

parking areas will reduce the visual impact of a larger lot. 

2 .3 4 5 TOTAL 
ClJ-ST J,ono 3,000 

Action #12. Expand t.he winter parking lot to accommodate 6 more cars. 

The existing 4 car winter parking lot will not be adequate in the future. 
This minor expansion would al low for future increased winter park use, and ror 

so~e parking for access to the North Shore Trail. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST r;ooo T,ooo 

Interpretive Services 

Crosby Manitou is an exceptional park in many ways. In contrast to other 

state parks, it offers separated, primitive campsites accessible only by 

hiking trail. Traditional state park interpretive programs involve buildings, 

film programs, and hikes that were conceived and prepared with the smi-modern 

vehicular camper in mind. 

This kind of program is not in keeping with the character of Crosby Manitou 

and is not desired by the kind of user the 'park attracts. For this reason, 

the interpretive program at Crosby Manitou should focus on hand-out 

interpreti~e pamphlets and a self-guided trail. 

Objective:· 

To provide an interpretive services program that best fits the Crosby Manitou 
visitor. 

Action #l. Continue to use and upgrade the existing handouts. 

The current park map meets the basic needs of park users. When this map is 

upgraded, the following suggestions should be considered: 

Make sure that the actual park boundaries are clearly defined and that 

private ownership parcels are ideritified. 

bs-



The text should emphasize the rugged nature of the park and that · 

preparation is the key to an enjoyable stay in the park - this is implied 

by the current text and should be emphasized even more. 

Low impact camping techniques should be discussed. 

Consider putting bear and drinking water warnings on the .front of the 

map. (See Wildlife Management, Actions #1 and #4, p .) 

This handout should be mailed in response to all inquiries relating - to 

visiting Crosby Manitou. 

"A Guide to 15 of the Most Common Plants in the Park" was compiled by two 

naturalists in 1973. This handout works well at Crosby Manitou and its use 

should be continued. The regional naturalist s hou 1 d edit the text and make 

any other improvements deemed necessary. One suggestion mig~t be to add sugar 

maple and yellow birch to the text. 

1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST No Development Cost 

Action #2. Develop a self-guided nature trail along the Sidewinder, Cedar 

Ridge, and Yellow Birch trails~ 

, One of the most popular daytime activities at Crosby Manitou is hiking. Both 
1 campers and day visitors use the. trails. This self-guided trail wil,l be a 

o.eue!()f me "1+-
1 oop which starts and ends at the parking lot (See the Proposed :;:., ai~ Map, 

p 5(). Walking south from Bensen Lake, the following highlights should be 

included in the self-guided trail pamphlet. A map in the pamphlet should 

identify each area (numbered posts would be too obtrusive). 

Abandoned Beaver Pond. This grown over area is just west of the trail near 

Campsite #19. 

Sugar Maple Area. There is an abrupt change in community composition at this 

point on the Sidewinder Trail~ The trail lowers slightly into a stand 

dominated by sugar maple (birch/spruce dominates the slightly higher ground 

surrounding this stand); The ground is covered by a duff layer (organic 



matter) several inches thick, there are no shrubs present and the stand's · 

d001inating sugar maples provide very heavy shade. Composition of this stand 

includes a canopy of sugar maple (2 to 7 11 DBH .;. diameter at breast height/a 5" 

tree was bored and found to be 42 years old) and ground cover composed of 

sugar maple seedlings (up to 50 percent coverage), bear's tongue,. and 
So l anon ' s sea 1 • 

Pine Ridge Overlook. Two vistas facing west overlook a valley and the rising 

hills on the other side. White pines and anorthocite rock outcrops are 

typical of these vista areas~ 

Large White Pine Stump. There is a large stump over 4 feet (1.2 m) wide just 

north of the trail that fallows the southern border of the park. This tree 
was probably cut in 1957. 

Old logging Road. Around the corner heading north along the Cedar Ridge Trail, 

the trail aligns with an old logging trail. 

White Pines. The largest white pines in the park are situated near site #12 

which is a short walk from the self-guided; loop trail. (For further 

discussion on these pines, see Vegetation Section, p.SO.) At this point the 

pamphlet text should discuss the logging industry along the North Shore at the 

turn of the century. 

Logging · Disturbance. Severa 1 port ions of the Cedar Ridge Tra i 1 were 1 ogged 

over, sane areas as recently as 1957. Some lands which were privately owned 

were cut and later traded to state trust fund status. Some trespass cutting 

on park lands also took place at that time. (See the Vegetation Section, p2? 

for further discussion.) 

Yellow Birch Area. The yellow birch stand along the Yellow Birch Trail is 

perhaps the most interesting and significant tree community in the park (See 

the Vegetation Section, p 30). This area should be highlighted in all 

interpretive projects at Crosby Manitou. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST 2,500 2;5"~ 

b7 



IQ 
b (J 





'--.. 

\ 
'<. 

: 11 tj ·. .. • j.11---..,., 

155()' 

J> IP ,-
-:...... 

·-Tax Forfeit ll Tf . . 
legend 

\ 
Trust Fund ·(~ I> 

"~ _,p> > 
... §3 Private ,,,, f · . . 

,rfP f ·9 ' 
~ \ ' . 

' ,~,.ef' "-.,_ ---- ' Statutory ,,.""'.. ,~ --.. ....... / .~ ··-·-·-.. d ' ,cS' ~ ' 
Boun ary ."· X / gdJ 

.· ~.. ,/ ,•' ..__ _/ ' 

"'· 
·-~-·--,_ 

0 soo' l/4m1 l/2m1 lm1 
Mile!> 

K1lomelersllillllilllll!illllll1iillllll lilllllllll!ll! 

0 50., .. , "'" 

George H .. Crosby Manit 







BOUNDARY MODIFICATION 
In January of 1954, George H. Crosby donated 3,319 acres (1,343 hectares) to 

the state of Minnesota for use as a state park. The park was established by 

the 1955 Minnesota Legislature. In most cases, the Minnesota statutes will 

identify both the owned (donated in this case) lands and any adjacent lands 

for which the department may negotiate for purchase from willing sellers. The 

statutes thereby identify a park boundary which may include private land, 

county land, municipal land, or land owned by other interests. This park 

boundary is referred to as the park's statutory boundary. The Divis ion of 

Parks and Recreation may then purchase lands that come up for sale within the 

statutory boundary on a willing seller basis. 

In the case of Crosby Manitou State Park, however, there was never an attempt 

to discern which lands adjacent to the donated lands should be included in the 

statutory boundary. Instead, the 1955 Minnesota statute which officially and 

legally defines the park was copied directly from George c.rosb.y.'s 1954 quit 

claim deed. The land that George Crosby donated is quite irregular in shape 

and it is fragmented into sever a 1 pieces. There are several 40 and 80 acre 

parcels that are completely separated from the main park body. Fortunately, 

the donated land does contain the great majority of the Manitou River from 

TH 61 to just south of Cty Rd 7 (Cramer Road). (See Ownership Map, p~</.) 

The park handout map that has been used since the park was opened in the early 

1970s shows an arbitrary boundary that encompasses over 5,200 acres ( 2, 104 

hectares). The remaining lands within that boundary included 440 acres (178 

hectares) of private land, 780 acres (316 hectares) of county tax forfeited 

land, and 600 acres (242 hectares) of state trust fund land. While this 

arbitrary proposed boundary pu 11 s together the potential park ownership, it 

also includes many acres of land that are not optimal park quality lands. In 

addition, it also excludes many areas that would be more in keeping with the 

overall character of this backp~cking park. At this point it would be best ,to 

set the handout map aside, and define those areas surrounding and adjacent to 

the park that s ho u 1 d be i n c 1 u d ed i n an over a 11 park prop o s a 1 . Park l ands 

which are not necessary for park use will also be identified. 

Objective: 

To consolidate park lands into a contiguous unit that contains the lands most 
suit ab 1 e for tr ai 1 s and backpack campsites. 

70 





Action #1. Initiate a land exchange to consolidate and enhance the existing · 

park. 

In order to accomplish the ultimate goal of a contiguous park, the most 

p l au s i b le opt ion at th i s poi n t i s to i n i t i ate a s er i es of 1 and exchange s 

involving the DNR, Division of Parks and Recreation; the DNR, Division of 

Forestry, and Lake County. This pl an wi 11 identify certain parcels of 1 and 

which were donated by George Crosby that are considered expendable lands, if 

more usable properties can be obtained. These expendable lands should be 

traded for priority acquisitions which are mostly tax forfeited 1 ands (Lake 

County, Minnesota) and state trust fund lands (administered by the DNR, 

Division of Forestry). The expendable acreage has been set up on a priority 

basis (See text map code below}, with sane parcels under a definite "should be 

traded" he ad i ng and others on a "may be traded" or 11 may be considered for 

trade'' basis. 
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TRADING PRIORITIES 

May be considered for 
trade if necessary to 
acq~i~e critic~ or 
very desirable lands 

May be traded if trail 
and/or scenic' easements 
can be retained 

Should be traded 

Potential trade 930 acres 

Text Map Code 

PARK LAND CONSOLIDATION 
2,470 acres to be retained 

ACQUISITION PRIORITIES 

Acres Acres 

+ 85 Critical 640 

+110 Very Destrable 360 

+735 Desirable 200 

340 County tax forfeit 
240 State t~~~t fund -
60 Private 

County tax forfeit 

80 County tax forfei 
40 State trust fund 
80 - Private 

1200 acres potential acquisition 

The total state owned park land that should· be considered as expendable 

constitutes about 930 acres· (376 hectares). This leaves about 2470 acres 
(lOOO hectares) of the original donated land that should be retained as park 

land. (See Boundary Modification Map, p 73 .) 

The North Shore Trail passes through the port ion of the park west of Cty Rd 7 

(see Existing Develop~~rp, p.5'""6). The trail passes through both "may be 

tradedu and 11 should be traded" lands. Before any existing park lands that 
have the North Shore Trail on them are traded, a trail easement should be 

attached to the land abstracts. This action will ensure protection of the 

current North Shore Tr ai 1 alignment. 

The adjacent lands that would be considered for acquisition through exchange 

have also been prioritized. The "critical acquisition" lands are those which 

are currently being used to some degree and/or would geographically 

consolidate the ranaining "retained" park land discussed in the previous 
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TRADING PRIORITIES 

May be considered for trade :_e:i 
if necessary to acquire 
critical or very desirable 
lands 

May be traded if trall ~no 
and/or scenic easements 
can be retained 
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paragraph. The 11 very desirable" lands are those which have outstanding scenic · 

qualities that. would add significantly to the existing park unit. The third 

acquisition priority, or "desirable" catego.ry, is land that would add to the 

parks scenic quality and manageabi 1 ity by further consol id at ion, but are not 

as essential in the overall view of the project. Because land trades are.made 

on a val'ue for value basis, existing park land identified for trade may or may 

not be available by the time that the lands identified as "desirable" are 

being considered for a trade. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST No Development Cost 

Action #2. Amend the existing statutes which define the park to include the 

80 acre (32 hectare) Willis-Lohman tract. 

Since the parks inception, only one land purchase has been made in the Manitou 

area, with the intention of eventually incorporating it i~to .t~e park. In 

1960, this tract was purchased, making the total park acreage 3,399 (l,376 

hectares). This acreage consists of the N 1 /2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 29 

(T58N, R6W). The legal statutory boundary of the park should be amended to 

include this acreage by legislative action. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST No Development Cost 

Action #3. Correct the mistake in the existing statutes which legally defines 

the park boundary. 

When the 1954 quit claim deed describing the donated land was copied into the 

1955 statutes, one particular parcel in Section 29 (T 58N, R 6W) was copied 

incorrectly. The SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 is named twice in the statutes, leaving 

out the SW 1/4 of the SE 1/4. The SW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 is indeed in the quit 

claim deed and should be incorporated into the statutes by legislative action. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST No Development Cost 
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Act i on # 4 . Re s u r v ey the SW 1 / 4 of the SW 1 I 4 of Sect i on 3 ( T 5 7 N , R 6 W ) and · 
ultimately include the parcel into the legal statutory boundary. 

This 40 acre (16 hectare) parcel is in private ownership and comes close to or 
crosses the Manitou River. A 1958 survey contracted by the DNR (then 

Department of Conservation) showed the northeast corner of the parcel to 1 ie 

across the river, however, the accuracy of this survey should be verified and 

brought up-to-date. Because the parcel is so close to (or includes a part of) 

the river, it should be inc 1 uded in the statutory boundary. Another reason to 

make sure of the accuracy of the survey is to determine if the parcel 'does 

include part of the river. This would affect any land exchanges involving 

this 1 and. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
rns-r DNR, Bureau of Eng1neer1ng 

Action #5. Support Lake County in designating the entire to~nship (T58N, R6W) 

which surrounds the park as a county memorial forest. 

Lake County has already designated two townships as county memorial forests, 

and it is currently considering the township surrounding the park for the same 

designation. This action would preserve the county tax forfeit land for 

county forest management practices. With Lake County's approval, there is the 

possibility that the park trail system could extend onto adjacent 
tax-forfeited land within the county memorial forest. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
rns-r No Development Cost 

Action #6. Do not recommend the inclusion of the mouth of the Manitou River 

in the statutory boundary. 

At one time the entire mouth of the Manitou River was considered for inclusion 

in the statutory boundary so that it could eventually be purchased as a part 

of the park. After careful consideration, it was determined that this area 
does not fit the character of a remote backpacking park. A 1 though it has 

spectacular and outstanding scenic amenities, its access to TH 61 would 

require an additional park entrance from the highway corridor. The current 
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access to the interior North Shore highlands via Finland, Minnesota, is more 

suited to the experience that the DNR would like to provide at Crosby 

- Manitou. The Manitou mouth area is currently owned and operated as a private 

resort. 

2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST No Development Cost 

Action #7. Pursue a viable exchange alternative for SW 1/4 of SW 1/4, Section 

2 (T57N, R6W), a 40 acre ( 16 hectare) parcel adjacent to both TH 61 and Lake 

Superior. 

This 40 acre (16.2 hectare) parcel was one of original donated by George 

Crosby. It is separated from the main park body by a privately owned 40 acre 

parcel through which TH 61 passes. The 40 acre ( 16.2 hectare) park parcel is 

situated just north of the mouth of the Manitou River. This parcel has access 

to TH 61 on the NW corner, about 175 feet (53 m) of the Manitou River in the 

SW corner, and about 225 feet (69 m) of Lake Superior shqrelin_e on its SE 

corner. In terms of real estate value, this parcel is one of the most 

valuable portions of the original Crosby gift. 

Under state law, state-owned riparian (adjacent to lakes or rivers) lands may 

not be exchanged for non-riparian iands. A state-owned riparian land trade 

must involve lands which are in the same general vicinity and they must both 

afford about equal water access to the public. Because none of the 

acquisition priorities at Crosby Manitou are riparian lands, an alternative 

land trade must be pursued in the same general vicinity. Ideally, this parcel 

should be traded for priority acquisition lands at Crosby Manitou. If this 

option is not possible, however, this parcel should be traded for lands needed 

within other North Shore parks. 

1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
COST No Development Cost 

Action #8. Survey and post the park boundary. 

Once the land exchanges proposed in Action #1 have been implemented, the 

boundary should be surveyed and posted. A posted boundary is necessary to 

avoid trespass timber harvest problems and to enforce park rules and 

regulations. 
2 -- 3 4 5 ,:: TOTAL 

n~o--s"T"=-, _ _:.__ __________ ~-~-----..,---~2s· , ooo-- 2s, ooo 
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OPERATIONS 

Maintenance is an essential responsibility of the DNR, Division of Parks and 

Recreation. It is responsibility that often goes unnoticed by the park 

visitor in comparison with new developments. Yet, the park and the ONR are 

continually judged by the appearance of the park and its facilities. 

The task of providing services to the public and security for park facilities 

and resources 24 hours a day, 12 months of the year is monumental. During the 

busy season, park operations and supervision of park facilities is necessary 

98 hours per week (8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., seven days a week). During the 

other seasons the park maintains the same hours, but significantly decreases 

in visitation, which allows operation of the park by a reduced staff. 

However, even during the off season, maintenance, repairs and park security 

are ongoing responsibilities which account for many work hour~. 

There are four basic aspects to maintenance and operations: 

l. Maintaining resources 

2. Maintaining facilities 

3. Providing services to the park visitors 

4. Enforcing rules and regulations which protect park 
visitors, resources, and facilities 

One of the major maintenance prob 1 ems of parks is the heavy imp act of large 

numbers of people concentrated in specific locations. These areas include: 

campsites, trails, lakeshores, river banks, areas around buildings, and scenic 

points of interest. This overuse affects the ground cover and frequent l Y 

exposes tree roots to damage from foot traffic. The eventual result may be 

erosion, slides, disfigured sites, and even danger to park visitors. A 
regular maintenance program with adequate personnel, supplies, and equipment 

controls damage, thereby, avoiding future reconstruction expenditures. 

STAFFING 
One of the staffing problems in all state parks is the heavy reliance on 

federally funded work programs, such as the Comprehensive Employment and 



Training Act (CETA) and the Young Adult Conservation Corps (YACC). The low · 
cost personnel provided by these programs makes it possible for parks to offer 
programs and services which wou 1 d otherwise be impossible. However, these 

employees are hi red on a short-term basis, u sua 11 y 8 t.o 10 weeks and often do 

not have the training and experience necessary to pro vi de needed serv_i ces 

without constant supervision in already understaffed parks. To avoid these 

problems, funding should be made available to hire trained personnel for major 

public service and maintenance programs. Temporary employees should only be 

hired for minor maintenance and special projects. 

The YACC program will be drastically reduced in the coming year (60%+ 

reduction in personnel in 1982). Beyond 1982, the availability of YACC 

personnel is also questionable. 

The following chart summarizes the existing staff at Crosby Manitou State 

Park. Becuase of the seasonal nature of park operations,. the __ positions in 

each staffing category have been grouped into total 11 staff months. 11 Staff 

months is a common denominator which reflects the amount of time spent in each 

area of park maintenance and operations. 

Existing Staff (1980) 

Management 

1 seasonal .Park manager 

Maintenance and Operations 

2 seasonal laborers 

1 seasonal park worker 

Staff Months 

9 

4 

6 

This plan recommends that the existing seasonal manager position be upgraded 

to a full time position. Plowing the park road and parking lot, assisting 

skiers and winter campers, and patrolling park lands during the winter months 

necessitates a full time manager. The manager at Crosby Manitou would be 

ava i 1 able to assist in the winter management of Tettegouche and Temperance 

River state parks. 
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rhe following cost estimates were generated in January, 1982. These cost estimates are -
1ased on current prices and available information. As new information is made available 
ind as new or modified programs are initiated, revised cost estimates will be prepared 
;o more realistically represent costs at that time. This plan is intended to be 
implemented in ten years. The phases noted suggest the level of funding to be requested 
~ach biennium. But there is no guarantee that this amount of funding would be received 
from the legislature. Therefore, some change to these phases can be expected. The 
;onditional column includes those actions which cannot be implemented until land 
~xchanges have been completed. 

Phase Phase Phase Phase Phase 
.\ct ion 1 2 3 4 5 Condition-a 1 Tot a 1-

~ROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
1 Develop approximately 12 

new backpack campsites 1'000 1, 000 3,000 5,000 

2 Restore and mai nt ai n 
· existing camps it es No development cost 

3 Install metal fire rings 
at selected campsites 1, 500 1'500 

4 Provide horizontal poles 
for suspending food out 
of reach of bears No development cost 

5 Construct a group camp 4,000 4,000 

6 Construct a small trail/ 
p i c n i c she 1t er 4,000 4,000 

7 Replace the Crosby Cabin 
with a trai 1 shelter (Action in Process) 

8 Construct 9-10 miles of 
hiking trail 3,500 24,000 27,500 

9 Construct a narrow bridge 
across the Manitou River 15,000 15,000 

10 Construct a shop at the 
park service area. 13,000 13,000 

11 Expand the summer parking 
lot to accommodate 15 more 
cars 3,000 3,000 

12 Expand the winter parking 
lot to accommodate 6 more 
cars 1'000 1, 000 



INTERPRETIVE SERVICES 
l Upgrade and continue 

to use the existing handouts No Development Cost 

2 Develop a self-guided 
trail along the Sidewinder, 
Cedar Ridge, and Yellow 
Birch Trails 

BOUNDARY MODIFICATION 
8 Survey and Post the 

Park Boundary 

DEVELOPMENT COSTS 

2,500 

28,000 

1,000 20,500 23,000 5,000 28,000 27,000 

~i 

2,500 

28,000 

104,500 




