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RECREATION MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

To contruct facilities which are necessary for the park visitor
to gain access, knowledge, and appreciation of the park's
resources

To construct facilities which will help meet the demand for
outdoor recreational opportunities without impairing park
resources '

To integrate development into the surrounding landscape as much
as possible by using native materials and topography to their
best advantage

To ensure the physical accessibility and program usability of
new developments by special populations

EXISTING FACILITIES (See map, p 37)

Picnicking. There are two picnic grounds in the park. Each has
parking and toilet facilities.

Camping. The campground has 61 sites, a sanitation building
with showers and flush toilets, four pit toilets, a trailer dump
station, and an amphitheater for interpretive programs. There
is a primitive camp for groups and canoeists near the southern
boundary. It has a log cabin shelter and two pit toilets.

Trails. There are four miles (6 km) of ski touring trails and 9
miles (14 km) of snowmobile trails. A1l park trails are used

for hiking in the summer.

Interpretation. In addition to the amphitheater in the

campground, there is a display center near the contact station
with an adjacent 15-car parking lot.

Water Activities. A boat Tlaunch on the Mississippi River

provides access to both rivers.
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In addition to these recreational facilities, the park has
administrative facilities consisting of a contact station,
service center, manager's vresidence, and storage building.
There is also a small chapel owned by the Diocese of Duluth
which is dedicated to Father Pierz, the first Catholic
missionary in Crow Wing. :

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT (See map, p 39)

The facility improvement and development recommendations have
been prioritized into five phases. The most critical needs are
scheduled into the first two phases. The actual year in which
development is implemented 1is contingent on the biennial
appropriation of funds by the 1legislature. Conditional
scheduling means that implementation of the action is dependent
on factors impossible to project at the present time.

Action

Phases
1 2 3 4 5

Conditional

Total

Roads

Upgrade the road

to the group camp. $ 20,000 $ 20,000
Pave the road to

and through the

campground with

asphalt. $ 40,000 v 40,000
Pave the road to the

interpretive/trail

center and the

parking area with

asphalt. $ 40,000

Camping

Redesign the camp-
ground to provide
additional space
between campsites
and intersite

screening. To be determined by DNR, Bureau of Engineering
Develop three add-
itional canoe campsites. 2,000 2,000

- 26 -




_tion

Phases
3 4

Conditional

Total

Develop a system of
signed ski touring
trails.

Develop a system of
signed snowmobile
trails.

Construct a building
which can be used

as a trail center

in winter and as an
interpretive center
in the summer.
Develop a system of
hiking trails.
Develop a hard
surfaced trail
through the historic
site.

Interpretive Facilities

Develop displays which
interpret the natural
history of the park.
Develop signs inter-
preting significant
natural features of
the park.

Develop 'a self-
guided interpretive
brochue to explain

in further detail,
the natural history
and natural features
of the park.

Develop interpretive
historical displays.
Develop some new
interpretive signs
to replace existing

signs in the townsite.

Develop a self-guided
interpretive brochure
to be used in the
historic site.
Construct a building
which can be used as an
interpretive center in
the summer and as a
trail center in the
winter.

$ 8,250

5,500

5,000

3,000

$ 40,000

$ 3,000

3,000

See Trails, Action #3
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Acti

Phases

Total

andition

Water Activities

Upgrade the swimming
facility.

Purchase several
canoes to rent to
park users.

Administrative Support Facilities

Construct an unheated
storage building
approximately

30 ft x 60 ft

(9mx 18 m).

Move the metal
quonset hut from

its present location
to the service area.
Move the old office/
warehouse building
to service area.
Construct a well
house.

Dismantle and

remove the barn

and storage building
on the south of the
park.

$ 50,000

1,000

1,000

$ 2,000

To be determined by DNR, Bureau of Engineering

$ 50,000

1,000

2,000

1,000

$ 20,000

Total

Total Costs

$ 92,750 $ 40,000 $ 40,000 $ 26,000 $ 2,000 $404,500 $370,000

Conditional
Physical Development $404,500 $370,000
Vegetation 28,000 Ongoing
Wildlife 6,000
Archaeological Surveys 65,000
$503,500 $370,000
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