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Abstract

An archaeo]ogicé] reconnaissance survey was undertaken in May
1980 on several development projects in Afton State Park, Washington
County. While ah occasional isolated artifact was recovered, the
area was surprisingly devoid of prehistoric resources. Extensive

surface examinations and many shovel tests were all negative.



Afton State Park

The 1979 development projects for Afton were listed in the Scope of
Work as follows:
Entrance Road
Park Office and Contact Station
Service Area
Utilities
Beach Combination Building
Trail/Picnic and Sanitation Building
Elevated Steps and Deck
Boat Dock
Picnic Area Development
Trails

Each of these will be discussed under the "Surveys" section.

Background

Previous archaeological work in Afton has been 1ittle. In the Spring
of 1976 Hamline University went out to the park to do some initial
checks for proposed developments. The weather was very bad, although
some shovel tests were excavated and fields walked. No field report
has been found, but checks with students who were in the field party

indicate that no prehistoric artifacts were recovered. The exact areas

surveyed are not known.

In 1978 the Minnesota Historical Society conducted a survey of a
proposed prairie management project.. A 30 acre previously cultivated

field was surface checked with only one secondary flake found.



The 1979 Survey

The survey was conducted on 6, 9, and 10 May 1980 by field director
Jan E. Streiff, with members of the Minnesota Archaeological Society
and students to Hamline University along with State Archaeologist

Christy Caine assisting the field director on the latter day.

Afton State Park is located in Washington County on the west bank of
the St. Croix River. Individual projects and Tocations will be dis-

cussed below.

The Projects

The Entrance Road
Location
The proposed entrance road Ties in the N 1/2 of Section 10, the NW 1/4
of Section 11, and the W 1/2 of Section 2 Twp 27N R 20W. It begins
east of County Road 21, just off Co. Road 20. It starts where the
proposed Contact Station will stand, in a plowed field. The road will
run south across the field, over a steep hill and down its side into
a deep ravine following the hill side. The road will cross the inter-
mittent stream which runs through the bottom of the ravine. It will
climb out of the ravine and cross another field running east/west.
Continuing east, the road will cross a current township road, enter
another field, turn north and pass between two small knolls. It will
continue in a generally northerly direction through additional plowed
fields until it reaches an area overlooking the St. Croix where it

will terminate in a parking lot under the current power transmission

line (see map 1).



Survey approach and results

The entire route was walked twice to observe any obvious signs of cultural
resources. Most of the route runs through plowed fields which provided
excellent visibility. Areas not plowed were shovel tested. Each test
was approximately 50 x 50cm and excavated to subsoil (see profi]es),

A1l soil was screened through a 1/4" mess screen.

There were fifteen shovel tests dug along the road route. All tests
were negative. No material or features were observed during any of

the surface examinations.

Park Office and Contact Station
The proposed Office and Contact Station will be in the NE 1/4 ,NE 1/4,
NW 1/4 of Section 10 Twp 27NR20W. It will sit in whaf is now a .
plowed field just south of the point where Twp Road 20 turns from its

westerly direction to a northerly one (see map 2).

Survey approach and results

The entire plowed field was walked twice and the office Tocation was
checked for surface indications an additional two times. One test
was placed where the engineering plans indicated the structure would

sit. (test #16). The test and all surface indications were negative.

Service Area

Location

The survey area is within and to the south of a current farmstead. It
will 1ie in the SW 1/4,SW 1/4,SE 1/4 of Section 3 and the W 1/2,NW 1/4,
NE 1/4 of Section 10 Twp 27N R 20W. Part of the area is in Tawn and



the reminder is in plowed field. (see map 2).

Survey approach and results

The entire plowed field (not just the project area) was walked twice
to determine if there were any surface indications. There were none.
A test (#17) was placed in the field near the edge of the lawn. It
was negative. Another test (#18) was dug in the yard near the field
and the fence line to the east. The test showed a soil profile that
was very distrubed, probably from the creation of the lawn. No pre-

historic cultural material was recovered.

Beach Combination Building

Location

The proposed beach building will be in the SE 1/4, SW 1/4 of Section
35 Twp 28N R20W. The area is on the first terrace above the St. Croix
River north of Trout Brook as it empties in the St. Croix. The beach
building will sit on an abandoned rail road bed. The railroad cuts
through a hill at this location, so there is no remaining natural

soil surface. The area is badly distrubed. (see map 1).

Survey approach and results
Due to the nature of the proposed site, no tests were deemed necessary.
The field crew did walk the rail bed and examined the bank cuts as

well as checking the beach area and adjacent terrance, but nothing

was recovered.



Trail/Picnic and Sanitation Building
Location

The Trail Building will be in the NE 1/4, SW 1/4 of Section 2 Twp [
27N R20W. It will sit on the edge of the upper terrace overlooking |
the St. Croix and before the bank drops sharply to the river. It is

to be excavated into a small hill which at the time of the survey was

a cultivated field. (see map 5).

Survey approach and results
The plowed field was surface checked with negative results. Three
tests were placed in the proposed building site (tests #26, 27, 28).

ATl tests were negative.

Picnic Development

Location

The picnic area will be located in the NE 1/4, SW 1/4, and the SE 1/4,
NW 1/4 of Section 2 Twp 27N R 20W on a terrace overlooking the St.Croix
River and Trout Brook. It is the location of an old homestead with

a paved drive leading up to the area. There is an existing sanitation
building, but all structures from the homestead have been removed,
although surface indications still remain from some of the structures.
The accompanying parking lot, which will be to the south (between the
picnic area and the Trail Building), will be in what is now a cultivated

field. (see map 5).

Survey approach and results
The picnic area was examined for surface indications, however, most

of the area is in lawn, with Tittle exposure. Consequently, eleven



tests were dug in the area between the ridge overlooking Trout Brook
on the north and the plowed field (and transmission 1ine) on the
south. A1l tests (#'s 22, 23, 24, 25, 20, 21, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36)
were negative. In addition, dozens of rodent mounds were examined
and sifted through. None produced any cultural material. The
parking 1ot was walked several times and five shovel tests were dug

in the area (tests #37, 38, 39, 40, 41). A1l were negative.

General methodology
A1l tests were 50cm x 50cm and excavated to a depth of subsoil. All

soil was screened through 1/4 inch mesh screen.

Results summary

A11 shovel tests were negative. An occasional flake was picked up
while the surface survey was in progress. But nothing was diagnostic
and additional testing in a surface find location proved unsuccessful.
It is believed that although several areas within Afton State Park
look 1ike high potential areas for prehistoric sites (terrace over-
looking Trout Brook and the St. Croix, for example), any sites which
might have existed in such Tlocations have been destroyed by homestead
development or plowing. It is also quite possible that no sites

ever existed in the area. However, any future development within

the park that was not included in the current plan should be checked

for cultural resources.

The preliminary field report was submitted to DNR, the State Archaeologist
and the SHPO on 12 May 1980. The State Archaeologist approved the
report as did the SHPO. Neither had any objections to the development



projects on archaeological grounds.

Jan E. Streiff
Archaeology Lab
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota
21 April 1981



Appendix A

Archaeological material from Afton State Park

Year collected Archaeologist

1978 Vernon, MHS
1980 Streiff, UM

Afton

Accession #

144A
866
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. MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

690 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55107 « 612-296-2747

June 11, 1980

Ed Welsch
Bureau of Planning
Department of Natural Resources
3rd Floor - Box 10
Centennial Building
St. Paul, MN 55101

Dear Mr. Welsch:

RE: Review of the Archaeological Survey Work
Conducted at Afton State Park, Washington County

Picnic Area
Shelter Building
Beach Combination Building
Service Area
Contact Station
Entrance Road
=

MHS Referral File Number: K 931

This letter is to inform you that our office has received a statement re-
garding the above-referenced project. No archaeological sites were located.
Consequently, there are no sites of historic, architectural, cultural, or
archaeological significance in the area which are on the National Register
or eligible for inclusion on the National Register, which may be affected

by the above proposal.

Thank you for your participation in this important effort to identify and
preserve Minnesota's cultural resources.

Sincerely, //iy
/,!// 72
Mty e/
ssell W. Fridley
yState Historic Preservation Officer

/
RWF/sl 57
Jan Streiff
epartment of Anthropology

Founded 1849 * The oldest institution in the state
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