



































































































































CRACKERBARREL COUNTRY Minnetour 11

A good starting point for this tour is the
Albert Lea highway information center for
information and literature on Minnesota
vacations. While in the area, visit the county
museum, open summers, or take a boat ride
on Fountain Lake. Walk the nature paths of
Helmer Myre State Park, centered around Big
Island on Albert Lea Lake, and see
more than 400 species of
wildflowers.

On to Austin. Visit

BLOOMING
PRAIRIE

ALBERT LEA

AUSTIN

Iy
Mileage: 271 miles ROSE CREEK
the county
historical center at the fairgrounds where old
trains, a horse-drawn vehicle museum and
pioneer buildings are on display. A unique
attraction is the Hormel! Nature Center with its
more than 85 varieties of trees.

Now take Highway 56 through Rose Creek
and Adams. These charming hamlets recall a
placid era of dandelion wine and lemonade on
the front porch.

Near LeRoy is Lake Louise State Park, at
the confluence of two streams which form the
lowa River.

Go north to Spring Valley, home of the
historic Methodist church with 23 stained glass
windows of unusual beauty and design. Visit
the Pioneer Home before proceeding east to
Minnesota Caverns and Mystery Cave with
daily guided tours from April through October.
The caves have underground rivers, fossil
imprints, and towering formations. But wear a
jacket; it's 47 degrees down there all year.

Next stop is a unique state park built
around the abandoned townsite of Forestville,
dating back to the late 1850s. The last business
in town, the Meighen store, closed in 1910. The
store, the living quarters of the family who ran
it and the original shelf stock are on display.
Maintained by the Minnesota Historical Society;
the store is open to visitors.

Now head for Preston. In the courthouse
is the county museum, and camping facilities
are available in town. The nearby Root River
and Camp Creek are teeming with trout.

At your next stop, Lanesboro, visit the
trout hatchery, one of the largest in the state.

Continue northeast along the Root River
valley to Rushford and Houston and make a
picnic stop at the city park. Just north is Money
Creek, a peaceful town on a creek that got its
name when a settler dropped a wad of bank
notes in the water. Hanging them on a bush to
dry, he lost them for good when a wind blew
them back into the creek.

East of Houston is Hokah with its lovely
waterfall and dam on Lake Como just south of
the main street. Stop here to stretch your legs
and let the kids swim in the spring-fed city pool.

PRESTON

Move on now to La Crescent, the “Apple
Capital,” where, in the fall, apples sold at
roadside stands make a satisfying
mid-afternoon snack. While you're there, don't
miss the Hiawathaland Apple Blossom Drive,
breathtaking any season of the year with its

river and valley
vistas.
Between La
Crescent and

HOUSTON

Winona, there’s a Rest and
Information Center at Dresbach, on the
banks of the Mississippi.

Next, turn at La Moille and head toward
the hamlet of Pickwick. Here, an old mill still
grinds food, and willows droop over the mill
pond from which a trout stream tumbles. The
mill, built in 1856, is the oldest mill still running
in the state.

Return to the river highway and proceed to
Homer where you can visit the historic Bunnel
House, with its costumed guides and the
aroma of baking bread in the kitchen. Built in
1850, the house is called the “Lace House”
because of the fancy carvings along the eaves.

Your next stop is Winona, a city steeped in
river lore. The Julius C. Wilkie steamboat
museum is open for you to explore with tours
by the deckhands aboard the river boat. While
downtown, don't miss the county museum; the
Watkins Art Gallery; the Winona National Bank

which houses big game trophies, works of art
and craft; and the Merchants National Bank,
one of the last structures of the “Prairie School”
of American architecture.

Head west to Stockton, to see one of the
fast remaining water-powered mills, built in
1890. It's still in operation and open for tours
on weekends.

In Lewiston, there’s a museum of pioneer
living in the Arches Branch Museum. And
down the road at St. Charles, you can see an
actual Little Red School House, built in 1905.

Continue south and west through Chatfield
and Stewartville where you can fish and picnic
at Lake Florence. Then jog north to catch
Highway 30 leading to Blooming Praitie’s
Steam Museum on the Art Anderson farm.
Open weekends, it defines early farm life in
Minnesota including work horses and
steam threshers.

Continue west on highway #30 through
Ellendale to Madison Lake, where on
Wednesdays you can tour the unique
headquarters of Nordaas American Homes.

Alternate Route

Follow the highway south from Lanesboro
to Harmony and tour Niagara Cave, carved by
subterranean rivers millions of years ago.

Continue east on Highway 44 through
spectacular country to Caledonia. At the
fairgrounds is the Houston County Historical
Museum and just west of town off Highway
76 is Beaver Creek Valley State Park, where
high, wooded bluffs present a typical Houston
County scene. Beautiful! The drive on Highway
76 from Caledonia back to Houston is truly
breathtaking. Try it in the fall.

View from atop one of the many steep hills surrounding Lanesboro in Hiawathaland. The Root River
flows through town.
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METROLAND MEANDER Minnetour 12

The Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul
offer the traveler splendid culinary and cultural
expetiences, exciting natural and man-made
attractions and excellent architectural
specimens.

You can get information of specific
attractions and sights of interest in each city by
contacting the Minneapolis Convention and
Tourism Commission, 15 South 5th Street,
Mpls., MN 55402 (612/348-4313) or the St.
Paul Chamber of Commerce, 300 Osborn
Bldg., St. Paul, MN 55102 (612/222-5561). City
street maps are available from the Minnesota
Toutist Information Center, 480 Cedar St.,

St. Paul, MN 55101 (612/296-5029).

Both Metroland cities have much to offer
the traveler, no matter what age. Professional
sports are a year-round pastime for Metroland
residents. The Metropolitan Sports Complex in
Bloomington is the home of the baseball Twins,
hockey North Stars, soccer Kicks and the
women'’s professional basketball franchise, the
Minnesota Fillies.

Cultural endeavors in the Twin Cities have
been lauded as second in the nation to New
York. Already in the national spotlight for its
quality theaters, the Twin Cities area is making
great progress in dance, mime and the visual
arts. And there's art to appeal to every sense in
Metroland with many impressive collections of
paintings, sculpture and other fine art. The
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra has earned a
worldwide reputation, as have the Tyrone
Guthtie Theater and Walker Art Center
in Minneapolis.

For the definitive combination of art and
architecture, be sure to tour the Minnesota
State Capitol building in St. Paul. In addition to
being the seat of state government, the Capitol
building is a museum, art gallery and historic
monument. Capped by the world's largest
marble self-supportting dome, the Capitol
building has many fine pieces of sculpture,

Guard in round tower at Historic Fort Snelling.

paintings and unique decorations. Guided tours
are available every day. Just east of the Capitol
is the Minnesota Historical Society, a nationally
recognized leader in the field of local history.

The Science Museum of Minnesota in
downtown St. Paul has an exciting new
addition to its fascinating array of ‘hands-on’
exhibits. The Omnitheater is a highly-advanced,
audio-visual space theater whose projection
equipment can show the sky from any point in
the solar system.

Take in a little shopping on the Nicollet
Mall in downtown Minneapolis where the
57-story IDS Center serves as a striking
downtown focal point with its observation
deck, many shops and restaurants. And don't
forget the campus of the University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis—the fourth largest
university on one campus in the United States.

If you can appreciate impressive
architecture reflecting every important period in
the history of structural development, then a
walking tour is for you. Self-guided walking
tours are available of the downtown areas of
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Hastings and Stillwater —
contact the local chambers of commerce for
maps and information on particular sights.

There’s a whole lot more to do and see in
the Twin Cities —lovely blue lakes, clean and
green community parks and other family fun
experiences. In St. Paul, for example, visit
Como Park—amusement park; waterfalls;
boat, canoe and bike rentals; and a
conservatory famous for its varied and colorful
floral displays and shows. From Harriet Island
in downtown St. Paul you can enjoy a riverboat
sightseeing trip on the Jonathan Paddleford or
Josiah Snelling. On Minneapolis’ Lake Calhoun,
betweeen Memorial and Labor Days, you can
ride the “Queen of the Lakes,” a replica of a
sternwheel paddleboat. On the northwest shore
of nearby Lake Hartiet is the Lake Harriet
Garden Center with a large rose garden, display
of perennials and varied species of trees.

In Minneapolis' Minnehaha Park you can
rent a portable tape recorder and take a
self-guided tour through this historical and
scenic 144-acre park. The tour includes
Minnehaha Falls, immortalized by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow’s “Song of Hiawatha.” In
winter, the falls become a dramatic, spectacular
ice sculpture.

Many attractions await the visitor in the
Twin Cities' outlying areas and any visit would
be incomplete without seeing these splendid
Metroland places. )

White Bear Lake, just north of St. Paul, has
two public beaches and great fishing. In the
winter, fishing shacks dot the lake's icy surface
and the St. Paul Winter Carnival's annual Ice
Fishing Contest is held there.

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and
Bird Sanctuary, a 20-acre reserve for plants
native to Minnesota, is located at Glenwood
Avenue and Theodore Wirth Parkway in
Minneapolis. And just southwest of the cities,
the Northrup King Research Gardens have an
abundance of plants, flowers and vegetables,
all identified.

Lake Minnetonka, west of Minneapolis, is

one of the best all-around fish producers in the
state and is flecked by dozens of bays and
inlets along its 92 miles of shoreline. There are
many lakeshore restaurants and several points
of public access. Boat rentals are also available.

Scene from the performance of ‘Aladdin’ at the
Children’s Theater in Minneapolis.

A very new and exciting local facility is the
Minnesota Zoological Garden, south of the Twin
Cities and east of I-35W in Apple Valley. This
major world zoological garden features
500 enchanting acres with over 2000 varieties
of plants and 200 species of animals that
can be viewed in specially designed habitats
with no bars or bartiers.

Near the Minneapolis/St. Paul International
Airport off I-494 is Historic Fort Snelling. Within
its impressive stone walls are Minnesota's first
hospital and school, as well as barracks,
powder magazine, settler’s store and officer’s
quatrters. Costumed guides show how soldiers
and their families lived and worked on the
frontier in the 1820's.

Metroland offers a fine selection of
historical museums; The Anoka County
Historical Society Museum in Anoka, housed in
Colonial Hall, provides three fascinating levels
of history including an 1879 diorama of Anoka,
a doll and toy collection and a fascinating
wardrobe exhibit. The Wright County Historical
Society in Buffalo is also worthy of a visit. You'll
enjoy the early 1900's doctor and dentist
offices and the crafts room with all types of
handiwork, including needlework, rugs and
embroidery. The historical museums in
Bloomington, Edina, St. Louis Park, South
St. Paul and Long Lake should also be toured.

This concludes your Metroland meander.
Surely by now you will agree that Minnesota’s
Metroland has something to offer everyone...
and more.




We'll not only show you where to go,
but how to get there.

ND get there you
will, with the use of MILEAGE

this handy mileage CHART
chart and map and the
official Minnesota
highway map, available
from the Minnesota
Tourist Information
Centet, 480 Cedar
Street, St. Paul,
MN 55101.

Drive 55 and help conserve energy.




Letusentertain you.

FROM a quaint folk festival to an
internationally renowned repertoire
theater, cultural opportunities and
entertainment abound in Minnesota...

1 A mime mesmerizes his audience.

2 A frolicing, festival merry-go-round.

3 The theatrical production of "Treasure Island".

4 Children playing at one of the many Minnesota
threshing festivals.

5 Demonstrating an old-time thresher.

6 An enjoyable evening at a showboat performance
in northern Minnesota.

7 Ceremonial American Indian dancing.

8 Performing with the Minnesota Orchestra.

9 Festive dancing in the street of a southern
Minnesota community.

10 Entertainment at a festival in northern Minnesota.

11 The past is revisited at the Renaissance Festival.

12 The historic Landmark Center hosts the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra.

13 Unique "people” sculptures recreate life as it was
in a mining camp saloon in the Iron Range
Interpretative Center near Chisholm.

14 High school bands throughout Minnesota
participate in fairs, festivals, parades and
pageantry.

15 Dancers weave their way across the stage.

16 An American Indian decorating handmade

pottery.
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Goright tothe source.

Resorts

Minnesota Resort Association
2001 University Ave., St. Paul, MN
55104, 612/647-0107

Other publications available from the
Tourism Division, Minnesota
Department of Economic
Development:

Minnesota Camping Guide
Minnesota Winter Guide
Spring-Summer Calendar of Events
Fall-Winter Calendar of Events
Rocks and Minerals in Minnesota
Renting a Houseboat in Minnesota
Farm Vacations in Minnesota

Plant Tours in Minnesota
Minnesota Fall Vacation Guide

Minnesota Highway Map
To receive your copy of these
publications, please call or write:

Minnesota Tourist Information Center
480 Cedar Street, St. Paul, MN 55101,
612/296-5029

Roadside gas station west of Moose Lake,
Minnesota.

For additional information on
Minnesota vacations, please contact:

Minnesota Atrowhead Association
Hotel Duluth, Duluth, MN 55802,
218/722-0874

Heartland, Inc.
PO. Box 443, 411 Laurel Street,
Brainerd, MN 56401, 218/829-1615

Hiawathaland
212—1st Ave. S.W.,, Rochester, MN
55901, 507/288-1122

Metroland
2901 Pleasant Ave. S., Mpls., MN
55408, 612/827-4035

Pioneerland

Box 999, Mankato, MN 56001,
507/345-4517

Vikingland

Box 545, Battle Lake, MN 56515,
218/864-8181
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Hotels, Motels

Minnesota Hotel and Motor Hotel
Association

2001 University Ave., St. Paul, MN
55104, 612/647-0107

Minnesota Motel Association
7300 France Ave. S., Suite 322,
Mpls., MN 55435, 612/ 830-2925

Restaurants

Minnesota Restaurant Association
2001 University Ave., St. Paul, MN
55104, 612/647-0107

Campgrounds

Minnesota Association of Campground
Operators

P.O. Box 22499, Robbinsdale, MN
55422

Skiing

Midwest Ski Areas Association

PO. Box 418, Afton, MN 55001,
612/436-5218 for downhill ski reports

Snowmobiling

International Snowmobiling
Association

Loren Filter, President, Box 37,
Britt, MN 55710, 218/741-7893 for
information on snowmobiling in
northeastern Minnesota.
Minnesota United Snowmobile
Association

Harold Tomkins, Rt. 3, Box 239,
Cambridge, MN 55008, 612/689-2550
for statewide trail information

Tall prairie grass framed by blue Minnesota lake.
Al Siatadisi

National Park, Boundary Waters Canoe

Area Wilderness, National Monuments

Voyageur'’s National Park
P.O. Box 50, International Falls, MN
56649, 218/283-4492

Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness

Superior National Forest

Forest Supervisor, PO. Box 338,
Duluth, MN 55801, 218/727-6692
ext. 321

Grand Portage National Monument
Headquarters, Box 666, Grand Marais,
MN 55604, 218/387-2788

Pipestone National Monument
Box 727, Pipestone, MN 56164,
507/825-5463

Lilypads on a woodland lake near Bena, Minnesota.

State Publications

For a catalog listing publications for
sale such as lake maps, county maps,
etc., write:

Minnesota State Publications
Documents Section
Rm. 140, Centennial Building,
St. Paul, MN 55155

State Parks

Department of Natural Resources
Parks and Recreation
2nd floot, Space Center Building, 444

™ Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55101,

612/296-4776

Historic Sites

Minnesota Historical Society
Fort Snelling Branch, Building 25, Fort
Snelling, MN 55111, 612/726-1171




Sun dogs and snowmobiles (top) at one of the many snowmobile races held annually in Minnesota, and (bottom, left) a frozen-faced ski racer after an intense
run. The mysterious wolf (bottom center, below) is abundant in Minnesota's north woods and (bottom center, above) a speed skater rounds the bend on a racing

course. Competitive sled dog races (bottom right) are an annual Minnesota winter activity. Here a young fellow hugs his beloved dog after a successful race.

How to beat Old ManWinter
inhisownbackyard.
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