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Minneopa State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

Survey by University of Minnesota, 1974

B. Archaeological Sites

21 BE 1

The Hanel Mound Group consisting of eight mounds on the bluff top and
immediately outside the park boundary was partially excavated by L. A.
Wilford of the University of Minnesota in 1938. The five mounds had no
burial artifacts nor did they have occupational debris in the mound fill.
All burials were primary pit burials. Lacking any associated cultural
materials, it is impossible to assign the mounds to any known archaeological
complex. The mound group has since been destroyed.

c. Future Archaeological Research Needs

Evaluation will be based on 1974 survey. It is possible that a village
site associated with the mounds may exist in the protected valley encompassed
by the park.

D. Interpretation

No recommendation.



Nerstrand Woods State Park

A. Field Survey

Survey by University of Minnesota, 1974.

B. Archaeological Sites

Unknown at present.

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

Evaluation will be based on 1974 survey.

D. Interpretation

Premature at this time.



Old Mill State Park

A. Field Survey

Surveyed by University of Minnesota

B. Archaeological Sites

None.

c. Future Archaeological Research Needs

No prehistoric sites.

D. Interpretation

None for prehistory.



O. L. Kipp State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

Original mound survey by T. H. Lewis in 1880's. No intensive recent
survey.

B. Prehistoric Sites

21 WN 7

A single burial mound described in the original mound survey as in the
shape of a bird. It was on the terrace just south of Richmond (liKing's
Bluff") and has probably been destroyed.

21 WN 8

A single burial mound apparently located just within the statutory
boundaries of the park. Its exact location in reference to present park
features has not been recorded.

21 WN 9

Two burial mounds located within the statutory boundaries of the park.
Exact locations not determined.

c. Future Archaeological Research Needs

A survey and testing project is planned by the University for the
summer of 1974. Locations of the mounds described above will be determined
and areas will be examined for open and rock shelter occupation sites.

D. Interpretation

Premature at this time.



Rice Lake State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

Surveyed, University of Minnesota, 1971.

Excavations, University of Minnesota, 1972, Christina Harrison,at
two sites listed below.

B. Archaeological Sites

21 ST 2

A habitation site located on the north side of Rice Lake, northeast of
the campgrounds and south of the Wilderness group camp. The site has only
been tested but the tests and local surface collections indicate numerous
stone tools and suggest a Woodland occupation dating between 1,000 and 2,000
years ago.

21 DO 2

An extensive and scattered site of several occupations located on the
northeast side of the lake. The site covers an area starting north of the
dam and extending to the extreme northeast tip of the lake, and running east
from the lakeshore to the park boundary. The site represents a long sequence
of prehistory shown by artifacts ranging from four thousand to a few hundred
years old. A report on the excavations is now being prepared.

Unnumbered site

A third site, which has not been tested apparently exists on the north
side of the east end of the lake. Surface collections are known from the
site, but though it is within the statutory boundaries, the land is still
privately held and the owner refused permission to test.

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

Site ST 2 needs extensive work; site DO 2 needs extensive work; the un
numbered site must be tested. A minimum of two field seasons is required.

D. Interpretation

Very good potential, but premature at this date.

Note: It is extremely important that no park land alteration or construction
occur on the site areas located on the map.
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St. Croix State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

No intensive survey.

B. Archaeological Sites

21 PN 16

A village site located below a bluff on the shore of the St. Croix
River just north of the Little Yellow Banks canoe access and ramp. No tests
have been conducted so the age and cultural affiliation of the site are
unknown.

Un-numbered site

Early reports indicate Archaic period copper being found in a site above
the east bank of the Kettle River at High Banks. This site has not been
tested.

Surface Collections

Other archaeological sites surely exist in the park because many local
residents have collections of artifacts from various areas. Some of this
artifact material has been photographed and described:

Caine, Christy and T. Allen Caine. "The Clarence Currie Collection from
St. Croix State Park, Minnesota." The Wisconsin Archaeologist, vol.
53, no. 2, pages 70-75, 1972.

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

St. Croix State Park has tremendous potential for archaeological research
and must be placed high on any priority list for survey and testing. There
are certainly several sites within the park and on the adjacent Wisconsin
shoreline.

D. Interpretation

Premature, but potentially an excellent location for an interpretation
center concerned with the archaeology of the St. Croix Wild River.
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Sakatah Lake State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

Surveyed and tested by the University of Minnesota, 1971.

B. Archaeological Sites

21 LE 14

A prehistoric burial mound group located on the south shore of Lake
Sakatah near the public picnic area. A single mound is located in the
open grassy clearing of the picnic area, and a group of three mounds is
located north and east of the railroad trestle. Some of these latter mounds
are disturbed as fill was taken from them during railroad construction.

Unnumbered site

A habitation site apparently exists on the point separating upper and
lower Sakatah lakes. Local people in the area have collections of artifacts
taken from the surface of the area. Though the probable site is within the
statutory boundaries of the park, it was in private ownership in 1971 and
could not be tested.

c. Future Archaeological Research Needs

Site 21 LE 14 should not be excavated in the near future, but the mounds
should be carefully marked both for public inspection and to alert park
personnel of their location.

Mapping and testing of the probable village habitation site should be
undertaken if and when the land is obtained by the state.

D. Interpretation

Other than marking the burial mounds using a simple sign, interpretation
planning is premature.





Savanna Portage State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

Charles Watra11, Minnesota Historical Society, 1969.

B. Prehistoric Archaeological Sites

21 AK 9

The site covers the entire area of Battle Island in Big Sandy Lake.
The site is late prehistoric in time and is related culturally to the sites
of the same time period in Mille Lacs Kathio State Park. Bank erosion
exposes additional archaeological material each year and the intensified
activities of looters is systematically destroying the site.

Published Reports:
Watra11, Charles R.

1969 "An Archaeological Survey of Savanna Portage State Park,"
manuscript.

Woolworth, Nancy L.
1969 "Savanna Portage Southwest," manuscript.

(Copies of these reports are on file in the Division of Parks and Recreation.)

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

The Watrall survey recorded both historic and prehistoric sites, but
must be considered preliminary in nature. An intensive site survey with
testing should be done as soon as possible. An excavation program combining
both prehistoric and historic site excavations should be carefully planned
and carried out over several field seasons.

D. Interpretation

Premature at this time, but as the archaeological report of Watra1l and
the historic period survey of Woolworth show, the park has great potential
for interpretation of the entire record of man. It is also obvious that the
fur trade and its significance should receive the fullest interpretation.
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Split Rock Lighthouse State Park

A. Field Survey

Surveyed by University of Minnesota during North Shore surveys in 1950s.

B. Archaeological Sites

None. No prehistoric archaeological sites have been found in any of the
parks bordering Lake Superior. This park primarily of historic interest.

c. Future Archaeological Needs

None for prehistory.

D. Interpretation

None for prehistory.



Sunrise State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

Historic site survey, Minnesota Historical Society, 1972; prehistoric
site survey, Minnesota Science Museum, in progress, 1974.

B. Archaeological Sites

21 CH 11

A burial mound site destroyed by gravel mining operations in 1952.

21 CH 21

This site was originally listed as a burial mound site. The Historical
Society survey indicates that it is more probably an historic fur trading
post of the late 18th century known as "Connor's Goose Creek Post."

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

The 21 CH 21 site, a probable fur trading post, should be excavated at
some date in the future, particularly if public interpretation is planned.
Other needed work cannot be determined until the 1974 prehistoric survey
is completed.

D. Interpretation

Premature at this time.



Temperance River State Park

A. Field Survey

Surveyed by University of Minnesota during North Shore surveys in 1950s.

B. Archaeological Sites

None. No prehistoric archaeological sites have been found in any of the
parks bordering Lake Superior.

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

None for prehistory.

D. Interpretation

None for prehistory.



Traverse Des Sioux State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

No formal survey; Survey by University of Minnesota planned, 1974.

B. Archaeological Sites

21 NL 5

A burial site consisting of six mounds located in the northern section
of the picnic area about 30 feet above the river flood plain.

c. Future Archaeological Research Needs

The park needs surveying before further trail and building construction.
It appears that the hiking and snowmobile trails in the park may go through
the mound group. Evaluation will be based on 1974 survey.

D. Interpretation

This park would seem to have very good potential for interpretation of
the historic period and some program of this nature should be developed in
cooperation with the Minnesota Historical Society.



Whitewater State Park

A. Field Survey

Survey by University of Minnesota, 1974.

B. Archaeological Sites

Unknown at present. A cave site has been reported in the area.

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

Evaluation will be based on 1974 survey.

D. Interpretation

Premature at this time.



William O'Brien State Park

A. Field Survey and Excavation

Partial survey, Lloyd A. Wilford, University of Minnesota, 1949.

B. Archaeological Sites

21 WA 19

Single burial mound recorded in N. H. Winchell, Aborigines of Minnesota,
St. Paul, 1911. Mound destroyed by construction of Highway 95.

21 WA 18

Mound group of 31 mounds recorded as being in Sec. 30 about 150 feet
above the river. This is the group Wilford attempted to locate in 1949.
His notes state the mounds had largely been levelled by plowing and could
not be located.

C. Future Archaeological Research Needs

No research ,suggested.

D. Interpretation

None.
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