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ABSTRACT

A records check of available files listing archaeological sites was done

by the State Archaeologist's Office for the Department of Natural Resources'’
proposed Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railrocad Abandonment Trail
corridor in southeastern Minnesota. A check of a corridor two miles wide
following the railroad bed through Houston, Fillmore, and Mower counties
produced 73 prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, standing structures,
and historic locations of proposed developments.

Archaeological potential of the trail area is high and a field reconnaissance
to ascertain the present condition of the listed sites and to locate unknown
sites is recommended.
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- PLEASE NOTE: THIS REPORT HAS BEE! ALTEREN SOMEVHAT. AS ORIGINALLY
SUBMITTED TO THE DMR, THIS DOCUMENT IMNCLUDED IMN THE TEXT AHD
ON MAPS SPECIFIC LOCATIONS OF MANY NF THE DIFFERENT SITES,

- TO PROTECT REMAINIING ARTIFACTS, ALL LOCATION REFECENGES HAVE

BEEMN DELETED FROM THE TEXT, AND THE MAPS REDRAFTED TN SHOW ONLY THE
~ SECTION LOCATIOM OF SITES., IMCIDENTALLY, SITES VEST OF

SPRING VALLEY WERE MOT MAPPEN AT ALL AS THEY HERE OUTSIDE NF

THE EVENTUALLY DETERMINED STUDY APEA (SEE INTRODUCTIOH OF THE

MAIH DOCUMENT), PROFESSINMALLY OQUALIFIED PERSOMS MAY ORTALY
PRECISE SITE LOCATIONS FPOM THE STATE ARCHAEOLORIST'S OFFICE,







I. INTRODUCTION

This records check was prepared at the request of the Department of Natural
Resources in order to provide information on the known archaeological
resources of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad sbandon-
ment Trail in southeastern Minnesota. This document covers only the basic,
readily available sources on this area (see Section V for references
consulted). Although the emphasis is on archaeological sites, both historic
and prehistoric, where information was available on standing structures,
this was included. Some classes of historic site data, such as dams and
bridges, have not been included. A more thorough archival search would be
needed to obtain fuller data on historic locations. It is suggested that
this records check be followed by field reconnaissance and then further
archival research be conducted as neceséary to elucidate the field data.
This document is intended primarily as an aid in the assessment of the

historic and prehistoric potential of the proposed trail.

Compilation of data from the records was done primarily by Margaret A.
Howard, Assistant to the State Archaeologist. Narrative sections were
written by Christy A.H. Caine, State Archaeologist. Particular thanks
must go to Tom Trow, State Historic Preservation Office archaeologist,
who headed the Root River survey for that office and who generously
shared his insights, recommendations, and field data. Mr. Trow's final
report on this area will undoubtedly provide important and more comprehen-
sive information on the cultural resources of the trail area and should
prove to be a basic information document for the Department of Natural
Resources. We would also like to thank the University of Minnesota
Anthropology Department and the Archaeology department of the Minnesota

Historical Society, Ft. Snelling, for use of their files.

If the information compiled here on known sites is published in any form,
the specific site locations should be removed and a note should be made
that professionally qualified persons may obtain precise site locations
from the State Archasologist's Office. Unfortunately, public knowledge cof

specific site locations, where there is no adequate protection provided
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I1. SCOPE COF THE RECORDS CHECK:

The purpose of this records check is to provide base data for preliminary
assessment of the archaeological potential of the Chicago, Milwaukee,

St. Paul and Pacific Abandonment Trail area. Prehistoric and historic
archaeological sites recorded in the basic files available at the State
Archaeologist's Qffice, the State Historic Preservation Office, the
Archaeology department of the Minnesota Historical Society, Ft. Snelling,
and the University of Minnesota Archaeology Laboratory are listed for a

corridor extending one mile along each side of the proposed trail.

The proposed trail corridor, for purposes of this records check, is
defined as the railroad bed of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and
Pacific line starting in Houston county at LaCrescent, running along the
Root River through Fillmore county, and ending near Austin in Mower
county. This records check covers only a two mile wide corridor along
this line, as indicated on the maps in Section V. Any deviations from

this route will require additional records check.

Seventy-three (73) sites were located during the records check. They

are described briefly in Section III and are located on the accompanying
maps. This compilation of sites is undoubtedly incomplete since archival
search, culture history recomstruction, and actual field reconnaissance

were outside the scope of the present project. Historic sites such as
sawmills, grist mills, abandoned towns and some standing structures have
been included where this information was available. Certain types of
historic sites, such as dams and bridges have not been included and

archival research would be needed to complete the inventory. Recommendations

for future work are given in SectionlIV.
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ZTI. STITE DESCRIDTIONS

ey

The inZormatica given for sach'site or locziiocn is listed as i: was Zound
in the rscords. 1In many cases, tha accuracy of this information would

have to be verifiied through fizld reccnnaissance and arcnival search.

Complete

Culzural

commonly

references consulcaed are given in Section V.

affiliation of sites is listed as found in the records. The

understood meanings of some of the terms used ars given below.

For an outline of Minnesota prehiscory, see Prshistoric Peoolss of

Minnesoca (Johnsoa 1978).

historic: associaced with the time period since Euro-American
settlement

prehistoric: before Euroc-American settlement; associated with
Native American Indian cultures

archaic: a prehistoric archaeological time period, generally
5000 3.C. =o 1000 B.C.; a cultural tradictioam of
hunting and gathering by small groups of people
who had no permanent settlements.

woodland: a prehistoric time period, generally 1000 3.C.
through the time of Euro-American settlement; a
cultural tradition of hunting and gathering in a
seasonal round, characterized archaeologically by
the use of pottery and the construction of burial
meunds

Mississippian: 1in the southern half of Minnesota, a prehistoric
time period, generally 1000 A.D. through the time of
Euro-American settlement; a cultural tradition based
upon corn agriculture and large permanent villages.

focus, aspec:t, phase: particular archaeological subdivisions of
time periods and cultural traditions

undetermined: generally will refer to a prehistoric site where
the cime periocd 2nd functioa is unknown due to incomplete
iavestigation



Thompson's House and Claim:(i)

Cultural Affiliation: Historic
21-10-16(2)

Type of site: Mound

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Pembina Flour Mill, Fisher Mill, and Crescent Flour Mill<:>

Cultural Affiliation: Historic~- 1870-189%90
21-HU-11<:>

Type of site: Effigy mounds, 3

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric




Lake Como (5

Type of sitse: Resor:t

Cultural Affiliation:

Thompson Mill<:>

area

Historic 1920's

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1853-1883
Indian Trail<:>

Cultural Affiliacion: Undatermined
zz-au-zz

Type of site: Enclosure

Cultural Affiliation: Undetermined

Field Number 16-1,




Type of site: Lithic scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Archaic, Woodland, Mississippian

Bushes' Sawmill .

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1853-1854

Unrecorded Site @

Ty'pe of site: Mound

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Dav Vallez@

Type of site: Town

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1850s

Van Sickle's Cabin@

Reference: Original Land Survey Maps

Cultural Affiliation: Historic




Ball's Cabin{14)

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Dr. J. G. Sheldon Claim <:>

References: Wedge, "History of Houston County"

Cultural Affiliation: Historic~ 1856

Sawmill- Smith Farm

Cultural Affiliation: Historiec- 1872

21-87-17 @

Type of site: Mounds, 3

Cultural Affiliacion: Prehistoric

MeSpadden Mill

Tvpe of site: Sawmill and grist mill




Cultural Affiliation;: Historic- 1836-1866
Loonevville

Type of site: Abandoned townsite

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1856-1885

Redding Mill

Type of site: Flour mill
Cultural Affiliatien: Historic~- 1875-1896

Field Number 13-1, Statewide Survev@

Type of site: Lithic scatter

Cultural affiliation: Prehistoric

Houston Roller Flouring Mill @
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Cultural aAZiiliacion: Historic- 1875-1891

Houston Lutheran Church@

Cultdrzl Affiliation: Historic

Dver's House

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Tield Number 13-9, Statewide Survey@

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Field Jumber 14-8, Statawide Survev

“

Cultural Afiiliation: Prehistoric

Ole Qmodt C laim@

Culzural Affiliation: Histor

-

~
1~
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Fiald Numbers 18-1 through 18-3, Statewide Survev

Type of site: Habitation and mound group

Cultural Affiliation: Woodland

Field Number 18-4, Statewide Survey

Type of site: Habitation

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Sawmill

Cultural Affiliation: Historie~ 1857



21-71-9  The Rushfoxd $ice(31)

Type of site: Mounds, 6

Cultural Affiliation: Mississippian; Orr focus, Oneota aspect
21-71-1(32)

Type of site: Mounds, 22

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

21-FL-2 @

Type of site: Mounds, 9

Culzural Afiiliation: Prehistoric

Field Yumber 37-1. Statewide Survev




Type of site: Habitation, lithic workshop

Cultural Affiliation: Archaic- early Woodland

Rushford Mill(3s

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Rushferd Wagon Workﬂse)

Cultural Affiliation; Historic

Water Flouring Mill at Peterson<:>

Cultural Affiliatrion: Historic- 1871-1877

Field Number 38-2, Statewide Survey

Type of site: Lithic scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric




"y

Type of site: Habitation

Cultural Affiliation: Woodland

Fiald Numbers 38-4 and 38-5, Statewide Survev

Type of site: Habitation

Cultural Affiliation: Yistoric Native American

Field Number 38-3, Statewide Survev

Type of site: Habitation

- e foa A ,
Celeural Affiliation: Possible Historic Native smerican




Field MNumber 32-5, Statewide Survev

Type of site: Artifact scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Woodland

Indian Village@

'

Cultural Affiliacion: Historic Native American

Walker Mill at Whalan

Type of site: Standing Scructure
Cultural Affiliaticn: Historic- 1868-1882

Field Number 32-4, Statewide Survev

Type of site: Lithic scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Possible Archaic (or Woodland)
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Type of site: Possible habitation- cave

Cultural Affiliation: Undetarmined

Tield Number 32-2, Statewide Survev

Gribben Creek

Type of site: Artifact scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistqric

Whalan Village Hall

Type of site: Standing structure

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Field Number 32-3, Statewide Su:vey

Type of site: Habitation

-
it

Cultural AfZiliation: Woodland, Mississippian




Indian Battle Site

Type of site: Battle site and mass burial

Cultural Affiliation: Chippewa and Winnebago

21-FL-14®

Type of site: Mounds, 40

Cultural Affiliation: Late Middle Woodland

Anchor Qatmeal Mill@

Cultural Affiliation: Historic-1879-1882

Carrolton Mills @

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1871-1895




Lanesboro Mills

Type of site: May still be standing- as part of Lanesboro Elsctric
Company
Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1870-1901

Indian Trail @

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Dusschee Mill

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1876-1883

lear Grit )!ill@

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1869-1912

Isinours

Tupe of sice: Abandoned railroad station, hotel and stors
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Cultural Affiliation: Historic-1870-1926

Field Number 33-1, Statewide Survev

Type of site: Artifact scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Liberty
et s it

Type of site: Abandoned town

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1856-1858

Fairview

Type of site: Abandoned townsite

1
3

Cultural Affiliation: Historie- 1856-1890

Jefferson

Tvpe of site: Abandoned townsite

Cultural Affiliation: Historic-1856
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Mill (83)

Stevens

Historic- 1856-1881

e

Culsural Affiliation;

Parson's Block.

Standing structure

Type of sita:

Historic

Cultural Affiliation:

Mathodist Chur:h

Soring Valley
Standing structure. 2 National Register Sicts

Type of site:

Historic

Cuitural Affiliation:

Unidentified house

storic

Cultural AZfiliation:

Hunclav's House

Hiszoric

Culcural Affiliatioa:




Frver's House (68)

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Unidentifiesd House

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Unrecorded Site

Type of site: Artifact 3catter

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Brownsdale Mill@

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1875-1832
Ramsey Mill@
Type of site Standing structure- now used as a restaurant
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Cultural Affiliazion: Yiszoric- 1872-1911

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad (:)

"In 1869 the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway was
built through the county, entering at the Norchwest
corner aad running SSE to Austin and thence SSE to
Leroy, leaving the county at the southeast corner."”

"wo railroad companies now operats in the counacty
and another reaches its borders. The Southern Minnesota
Railway Company built a line up the Root River wvalleasy
to Houston in 1866 and continued it to Rushiord che
following year. 1In 1868 it reached Lanesboro and in
1870 was ccntinued through the western part of che councy
to Ramsey in Mower County. The Caledonia, Mississippi
and Western built a narrow gauge line from Reno to
Preston through Caledonia in 1879. It was changed to
standard gauge in the fall of 1901 and was continued
to Isinours in 1903. These lines ars now operated by
the Chicago, Milwaukee, St.Paul and Pacific."”

Cultural Affiliatcion: Historic
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IV. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

/

A search of the available records located seventy-three (73) sites within

the two mile wide corridor along the proposed Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul
and Pacific Abandomment Trail. These include both prehistoric (pre-EBuro-
American settlement) and historic archaeclogical sites, some standing
structures of possible -historic significance and the locations of proposed
developments which never materialized (paper towns, claims, etc.). Based

on this records check and on data gathered by the State Historic Preservation
Office survey (presently being analyzed), the prehistoric and historic

archaeological potential of this area is high.

That the proposed trail runs through many high potential areas is confirmed
by the fact that the railroad bed itself has already disturbed a number of
archaeological sites. Areas of particularly high prehistoric potential
seem to be stream-stream junctionms and uplands overlooking the Root River,
especially those’ adjacent to ravines. Many of the larger prehistoric sites
appear to be located on the first terrace of the Root River. 'The flood-

plains are very low potential areas. (Tom Trow, personal communications.)

Very few prehistoric archaeoclogical sites have been excavated in Houston,
Fillmore, or Mower counties. Those which have been excavated show that

this area has been inhabited from at least the Archaic preiod (ca 5000 B.C.
to 1000 B.C.) through times of early contact between Indian cultures and
Euro-American settlers. Significant excavated sites in this area of
Minnesota include a cave shelter which was occupied for hundreds of years,
and village and burial sites associated with the prehistoric Onecta culture
of the Mississippian period. (For a general outline of Minnesota prehistoric

periods see Elden Johnson, Prehistoric Peoples of Minnesota, Minnesota

Historical Society, 1978.)

Many significant sites representing the history of Euro-American sectlement
are also present along the corridor. Of particular note are mill sites,
located on the floodplain, sawmills, sites of original Euro-American
settlement, and a number cf locations which have no physical occupation

evidence but are of interpretive interest, such as 'paper'" towns and claims.




The railroad line izself is of comsiderabla historic interest. The stary
of the changes brought about by zhe replacement of waterways and trails
with stagecoach lines and then with rail lines invelves che dacline of
some cultures and settlements and the rise of others. A trail which
follows two main routes of prehistoric and historic travel -- the Roct
River and the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad bed --
follows two major arteries of communication which encompass much of the
past of this area. The moposed trail is also apparently intersected at
various points by former stagecoach line routas and other prehistoric and
historic trails. Archival research and field recomnaissance emphasizing
the communication link aspect of the proposed trail might provide useful

information for interpretation which would enhance the crail user's experience.

Because this records check covers only sites reported and recorded in the
major files in the state, there are undoubtedly more sites within the
corridor which have not yet been located. Where trail development may
disturb areas off.the existing roadbed, field reconnaissance to locate

presently unknown sites is necessary.

Further field reconnaissance and archival search of the roadbed area

itself would provide information for incerpretation of the trail which
would add to user enjoyment. Information on many cf the sites listad is
very cursory and the present condition of most of the sites has not been
Tecently assessed. Many of these sites, such as prehistoric effigy mounds,
have undoubtedly been destroyed. It should also be noted that even if the
trail itself is confined to the present roadbed, use of the trail may cause

secondary impacts on adjacent sites.

The State Archaeologist's Qffice and the Minmescta Historical Socisty should
be censultad as plans for the trail ars evaluated. If information from this
report is published, specific site locations should be deleated to protect

sitas Zrom possible disturbance.

As this vacords check indicates, the proposed tra2il has excellenc prehistcric

and hiscoric interpretive pcotantial.
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