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ABSTRACT

A records check of available files listing archaeological sites was done
by the State Archaeologist's Office for the Department of Natural Resources l

proposed Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Abandonment Trail
corridor in southeastern Minnesota. A check of a corridor two miles wide
following the railroad bed through Houston, Fillmore, and Mower counties
produced i3 prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, standing structures,
and historic locations of proposed developments.

Archaeological potential of the trail area is high and a field reconnaissance
to ascertain the present condition of the listed sites and to locate unknown
sites is recommended.
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PLE.~SE ~tOTE: TH IS REPORT H,~S BEE:'I ~\LTEREn sor·~EHHAT. j~S oqr (.; Ir',IALLY

SUBr~ITTED TO THE DNR) TH IS DOCUr~ErJT I~ICLPDEn nJ THE TEXT AnD

ON MAPS SPEC IFI C LOCATI O~IS OF MJ~r'r( nF THE DIFFERENT SITES.

TO PROTECT RE~IrJING ARTIFACTS) ALL LOCATION R.EFE~ENCES HI~'/E

BEEN DELETED FROr~ THE TEXT J AND THE ~'APS REDRAFTED TO SfH)~'1 nNLY THE

SECT ION LOCATION OF SITES. HIe IDENT,4LLY J SITES \·IEST OF

SPRIfJG VALLEY \'JERE .NOT r~APPEn AT ALL ,~s THEY HERE OUT.S IDE nF

THE EVENTUALLY DETERr~ InED STUDY J~PE.~ (SEE I~,lTRonUCT I 0N OF THE

~1Alf'.! DOCUME;·JT). PROFESSln~IALLY 0UALIFIED PERSO~'S M,~Y ORTi~In

PRECISE SITE LOCATIons FPO~1 THE STATE I~RCll~EOL0r,IST'S OFFICE.
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.L • :~iTRODUCTION

This records check was prepared at the request of the Department of Natural

Resources in order to provide information on the known archaeological

re~ources of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Abandon­

ment Trail in southeastern Minnesota. This document covers only the basic,

readily available sources on this area (see Section V for references

consulted). Although the emphasis is on archaeological sites, both historic

and prehistoric, where information was available on standing structures,

this was included. Some classes of historic site data, such as dams and

bridges, have not been included. A more thorough archival search would be

needed to obtain fuller data on historic locations. It is suggested that

this records check be followed by field reconnaissance and then further

archival research be conducted as necessary to elucidate the field data.

This document is intended primarily as an aid in the assessment of the

historic and prehistoric potential of the proposed trail.

Compilation of data from the records was done primarily by Margaret A.

Howard, Assistant to the State Archaeologist. Narrative sections were

written by Christy A.H. Caine, State Archaeologist. Particular thanks

must go to Tom Trow, State Historic Preservation Office archaeologist,

who headed the Root River survey for that office and who generously

shared his insights, recommendations, and field data. Mr. Trow's final

report on this area will undoubtedly provide important and more comprehen­

sive information on the cultural resources of the trail area and should

prove to be a basic information document for the Department of Natural

Resources. We would also like to thank the University of Minnesota

Anthropology Department and the Archaeology department of the Minnesota

Historical Society, Ft. Snelling, for use of their files.

If the information compiled here on known sites is published in any form,

the specific site locations should be removed and a note should be made

that professionally qualified persons may obtain precise site locations

from the State Archaeologist's Office. Unfortunately, public knowledge of

spec~fic site locations, where there is no adequate protection provided



:0= the si:es, has o:ten lee Cc the~r dest~~c:ion as well as :0 c~e

~n£=icgemen: 0: ?=cper:y r~g=:3 of indiv~ciuals ~ho own lands on wnlcn

3~:es are locatee. !hese :ac:s shou~d also be kept ~n ~~nci when

planning interpretation presentacions tor the trail.
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II. SCOPE OF THE RECORDS CRECK·

The purpose of this records check is to provide base data for preliminary

assessment of the archaeological potential of the Chicago, ~~lwaukee,

St. Paul and Pacific Abandonment Trail area. Prehistoric and historic

archaeological sites recorded in the basic files available at the State

Archaeologist's Office, the State Historic Preservation Office, the

Archaeology department of the Minneso.ta Historical Society, Ft. Snelling,

and the University of Minnesota Archaeology Laboratory are listed for a

corridor extending one mile along each side of the proposed trail.

The proposed trail corridor, for purposes of this records check, is

defined as the railroad bed of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and

Pacific line starting in Houston county at LaCrescent, running along the

Root River through Fillmore county, and ending near Austin in Mower

county. This records check covers only a two mil~ wide corridor along

this line, as indicated on the maps in Section V. Any deviations from

this route will require additional records check.

Seventy-three (73) sites were located during the records check. They

are described briefly in Section III and are located on the accompanying

maps. This compilation of sites is undoubtedly incomplete since archival

search, culture history reconstruction, and actual field reconnaissance

were outside the scope of the present project. Historic sites such as

sawmills, grist mills, abandoned towns and some standing structures have

been included where this information was available. Certain types of

historic sites, such as dams and bridges have not been included and

archival research would be needed to complete the inventory. Recommendations

for future work are given in SectionIV.
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sr:E JESCR~~TIONS

The i.nio:1:la~i.cn g::"J'en for each'si.ce ,:r loc3.:ior: is li.3tec. as i: was :cur'.c
in the records. In ~any cases, the acc~racy of this i~:oroation would

have to be veriiied through field reconnaissance and archival searcn.

Complete references consulceci are given in Section V.

Cultural affilia~ion of sites is listed as found in the records. The

commonly understood meanings of some of the te~s used are given below.

For an outline of Minnesota prehistory, see Prehistoric Peooles of

Minnesota (Johnson 1978).

historic: associated with the time period since Euro-American
settlement

prehistoric: befo~e Euro-Ame~ican settlement; associated with
Native .~rican Indian cultures

archaic: a prehistoric archaeological time period, generally
5000 B.C. to 1000 B.C.; a cultural tradition of
hunting and gathering by small groups of people
who had no permanent settlements.

woodland: a prehistoric time period, generally 1000 B.C.
through the time of Euro-A~nerican settlement; a
cultural tradition of hunting and gathering in a
seasonal round, characterized archaeologically by
the use of pottery and the construction of burial
a3Cunds

Mississippian: in the southern half of Minnesota, a prehistoric
time period, generally 1000 A.D. through the time of
Euro-American settlement; a cultural tradition based
upon corn agriculture and large permanent villages.

focus, aspect, phase: particular archaeological subdivisions of
time periods and cultural traditions

undete~ined: generally will refer to a prehistoric site where
the time period and function is unknown due to incomplete
i:lvestigation
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Thomoson's House ar.d Claim~

Cultural Affiliation:

21-HU-160

Historic

Type of site: Mound

Cultural Affiliation: Prehist:oric

Pembina Flour Mill, Fisher Mill, and Crescent Flour Mille!)

Cultural Affiliation:

21-HU- 110

Historic- 1870-1890

Type of site: Effigy mounds, 3

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric
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:'ake Ccmo (5)
~

Type of site: Resort a:-ea.

Cultural Affiliation:

Thom~son Mille!)

Cultural Affiliation:

. Indian TrailC!)

Cultural Affiliation:

21-HU- 12 0

Historic 1920's

Historic- 1853-1883

Undatemined

Type of site: Enclosure

Cultural Aftiliation: Undeter::lined



Type of site: Lithic scatte:r

-i-

Cultural Affiliation:

Bushes' Sawmill ~

Cultural Affiliation:

Unrecorded Site @

Archaic, Woodland, Mississippian

Historic- 1853-1854

Type of site: Mound

Cultural Affiliation:

Dav valley @

Type of site: Town

Cultural Affiliation:

Van Sickle's cabin~

Prehistoric

Historic- l850s

Reference: Original Land Survey Maps

Cultural Affiliation: Historic
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Ball's Cabi::1 e

C~l:ural Affiliation: Historic

Dr. J. G. Sheldon Claim~

References: Wedge, "History of Houston Countylf

Cul=ural Affiliation:

Sawmill- Smith Fa~ ®

Cultural Affiliation:

2l-HU .. 17 @

Historic" 1856

Historic" 1872

Type of site: Mounds, 3

Cultural Affiliation:

McSoadden ~ill ®

Prehistoric

:::-pe of s:te: Sawmill and grist mill



Cultural Affiliation:

Loonevville@
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Historic- 1856-1866

Type af site: Abandoned townsite

Cultural Affiliation:

Redding Mill@

Historic- 1856-1885

Type of site: Flour mill

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1875-1896

Field Number 13-1, Statewide surveV'~

Type of site: Lithic scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Houston Ro11e= Flouring Mill ~



Cul:ural A==i~ia:ion:

-~o-

~istoric- 187S-LS91

Houston Lut~eran ChurCh~

Cultural Affiliation:

Dver's House@

Cultural Affiliation:

Historic

Histcric

Field Number 13-9, Statewide SU~ley@

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric

Field ~umber 14-8, Statewide survev~

Cultural Affiliation:

Ole Omoct Claim~

Prehistoric

Historic



-:1-

Field Numbers 18-1 through 18-3, Sta~ewide surveY~

Type of site: Habitation and mound group

Cultural Affiliation: Woodland

Field Number 18-4, Statewide Survey @

Type of site: Habitation

Cultural Affiliation:

sawmill@)

Cultural Affiliation:

Prehistoric

Historic- 1857



Type of site: Mounds, 6

Cultural Affiliaeion:

2l-FL-l @

Mississippian; Orr focus, Oneoea aspect:

Type of site: Mounds, 22

Cultural Affiliation:

21-FL-Z @

Prehistoric

Type of siee: Mounds, 9

Cultural A££iliation: Prehistoric

Field Number 37-1. Statewide survev@



Type 0.' si te:
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Habitation, lithic workshop

Cultural Affiliation:

Rushford Mill~

Cultural Affiliation:

Rushford Wagon Works~

Cultural Affiliation:

Archaic- early Woodland

Historic

Historic

Water Flouring Mill at peterson~

Cultural Affiliation: Historic- 1871-1877

Field Number 38 -2, Statewide Survey ®

Type of site: Lithic scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Prehistoric



S :ate.r..Jide

-l~-

Sur<;rev @

Type of site: Habitation

Cultural Affiliation: Woodland

Field Numbers 38-~ and 38-5, Statewide survev~

Type of site: Habitation

Cultural Affiliation: Sistoric Native American

Field Number 38-3, Statewide surve1~

Type of site: Habitation

C~ltural Affiliation: Possible Historic ~ative ~merican
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Field ~umber 32-5, Statewide survev~

, ;

Type of site: Artifact scatter

Cultural Affiliation:

Indian Village~

Cultural Affiliation:

Walker Mill at Whalan~

Woodland

Historic Native American

Type of site: Standing Scructure

Cultural Affilia~ion: Historic- 1868-1882

Field Number 32-4, Statewide surveY~

Type of site: Lithic scatter

Cultural Affiliation: Possible Archaic (or Woodland)
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::'-:'t-16 @

Type of site: Possible habitation- cave

Cultural Affiliation: Undetermined

Field Number 32,,2, Statewide Survev ®

Type of site:

Gribben Creek

Artifact scatter

Cultural Affiliation:

Whalan Villa2e Hall~

Prehistoric

1'ype of site: Standing structure

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Field Number 32-3, S tatewide SU~Tey®

Type of site: Habitation

Cul:ural Af:iliation: Woodland, ~~ssissi?pian
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Indian Battle Site @

Type of site: Battle site and mass burial

Cultural Affiliation:

2l-FL-14@

Chippewa and Winnebago

Type of site: Mounds, 40

Cultural Affiliation:

Anchor Oatmeal Mill~

Cultural Affiliation:

Carrolton MillS~

Cultural Affiliation:

Late Middle Woodland

Historic-1879-1882

Historic- 1871-1895
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Lanesboro :fills ®

Type of site: May still be standing- as ?art of Lanesboro Electric
Company

Cultural Affiliation:

Indian Trail @

Cultural Affiliation:

Dusschee ~ill~

Cultural Affiliation:

Clear Grit ~ll~

Cultural Affiliation:

Isinours @

Historic- 1870-1901

?rehis toric

Historic- 1876-1883

Historic- 1869-1912

Type of si:e: Abandoned railroad station, hotel and store



Cultural Affiliation:
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His toric ·-1870-19 26

Field Number 33-1, Statewide Survev ®

Type of site: Artifact scatter

Cultural Affiliation:

Libertv@

Prehistoric

Type of site: Abandoned town

Cultural Affiliation:

FairView@

Historic- 1856-1858

Type of site: Abandoned townsite

Cultural Affiliation:

Jefferson @

Historic- 1856·1890

Type of site: Abandoned townsite

Cultural Affiliation: Historic-1S56



Cul:u=al Affiliation:

Parson's Block~
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Historic- 1856-1881

.I .;..-

Type of site: Standing struc~ure

Cultural Affiliation: Historic

Sorin2 ValleY Methodist ChurCh~

Type of site: Standing structure- a National Register Sit=

Cultural Affiliation:

Unidentified house ®

Cultural Affiliation:

Hunt:.lev's Rouse@

Culcural A~~iliation:

Historic

Historic

His:o:-ic
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F:-ver's House@

Cultural A££iliation:

Unidentified House~

Cultural Affiliation:

Unrecorded Site ®

Historic

Historic

Type of site: Artifact scatter

Cultural Affiliation:

Brownsdale Mi11~

Cultural Affiliation:

Ramsey Mi1l@

Prehistoric

Historic- 1875-1882

Type of site: Standing structure- now used as a restaurant



Cultural A££il~a:ion: His~oric- 1872-1911

Chica~o, Milwaukee. St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad ~

"10 1869 the Milwauk.ee and St. Pat.:.l Railway was
built through the county, entering at the Northwest
corner aad running SSE to Austin and thence SSE to
Leroy, leaving the count)· at the southeast corner."

"Two railroad companies now operate in t:he county
and another reaches its borders. The Souther~ Minnesota
Railway Company built a line up the Root River valley
to Houston in 1866 and continued it to Rushford the
follo~ing year. In 1868 it reached Lanesboro and in
1870 was continued through the western part of the county
to Ramsey in Mower County. The Caledonia, Mississippi
and Western built a nar~ow ga~ge line from Reno to
Preston through Caledonia in 1879. Ie was changed to
standard gauge in the fall of 1901 and was continued
to Isinours in 1903. These lines are now operated by
the Chicago, Milwaukee, St.Paul and Pacific.'f

Cultural Affiliation: Historic
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!\T. CONCLUS IONS AN:!) P..ECO~NDATIO~jS

A search of the available records located seventy-three (73) sites within

the two mile wide corridor along the proposed Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul

and Pacific Abandonment Trail. These include both prehistoric (pre-Euro­

American settlement) and historic archaeological sites, some standing

structures of possible 'historic significance and the locations of proposed

developments which never materialized (paper towns, claims, etc.). Based

on this records check and on data gathered by the State Historic Preservation

Office survey (presently being analyzed), the prehistoric and historic

archaeological potential of this area is high.

That the proposed trail runs through many high potential areas is confirmed

by the fact that the railroad bed itself has already disturbed a number of

archaeological sites. Areas of particularly high prehistoric potential

seem to be stream-stream junctions and uplands overlooking the Root River,

especially those' adjacent to ravines. Many of the larger prehistoric sites

appear to be located on the first terrace of the Root River. The flood­

plains are very low potential areas. (Tom Trow, personal communications.)

Very few prehistoric archaeological sites have been excavated in Houston,

Fillmore, or Mower counties. Those which have been excavated show that

this area has been inhabited from at least the Archaic preiod (ca 5000 B.C.

to 1000 B.C.) through times of early contact between Indian cultures and

Euro-American settlers. Significant excavated sites in this area of

Minnesota include a cave shelter which was occupied for hundreds of years,

and village and burial sites associated with the prehistoric Oneota culture

of the Mississippian period. (For a general outline of Minnesota prehistoric

periods see Elden Johnson, Prehistoric Peoples of Minnesota, Minnesota

Historical Society, 1978.)

Many significant sites representing the history of Euro-American settlement

are also present along the corridor. Of particular note are mill sites,

located on the floodplain, sawmills, sites of original Euro-American

settlement, and a number of locations which have no physical occupation

evidence but are of interpretive interest, such as "paper" towns and claims.
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~he railroad line i~sel~ is of' considerabl~ his:oric interest. The story

of the changes brought about by :he replacement 0: waterways ane :rai~s

with stagecoach lines and then with rail lines involves the dacline 0:
some cultures and set:lements and the rise of others. A trail which

follows two main routes of prehistoric and historic travel -- the Root

River and the Chicago, ~~lwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad bed

follows two major ar~eries of communication which encompass much of the

past of this area. The ~oposed trail is also apparently intersected at

various poin~s by fo~er stagecoach line routes and other prehistoric and

historic trails. Archival research and field reconnaissance emphasizing

the communication link aspect of. the proposed trail might prOVide useful

information for inter?retation which would enhance the crail user's experience.

Because this records check covers only sites reported and recorded in che

major files in the state, there are undoubtedly more sites within the

corridor which have not yet been located. Where trail development may

disturb areas off the existing roadbed, field reconnaissance to loca~e

presently unknown sites is necessary.

Further field reconnaissance and archival search of the roadbed area

itself would provide information for incerprecation of the crail which

would add to user enjoyment. Information on many of the sites listed is

very cursory and the present condition of most of the sites has no~ been

recently assessed. }~ny of these sites, such as prehistoric effigy mounds,

have undoubtedly been destroyed. It should also be noted that even if ~he

trail itself is confined to the present roadbed, use of the trail may cause

secondary impacts on adjacent sites.

The State Archaeologist's Office and the Minnesota Historical Society should

be consulted as plans for the trail are evaluated. Ii information from t~is

re?ort is published, specif~c site locations should be deleated to protect

sites from possible di3~urbance.

As this =ecords check indicates, the proposed trail has excellenc p=~his~=ric

ane his~oric interpretive potential.
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