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INTRODUCTION

Social science disciplines vary widely in the extent to which they contain

scholarly knowledge on American Indians. Anthropology and history contain the

most knowledge pertaining to American Indians, derived from their long traditions

of scholarship focusing on American Indians. The other social sciences are far

behind. Consequently our social science knowledge about American Indian peoples

and their concerns is not balanced but biased by the disciplinary perspectives

of anthropology and history. The likelihood that American society contains

little realistic knowledge about contemporary American Indians in comparison to

knowledge about traditional and historical American Indians is perhaps a function

of this disciplinary imbalance.

This bibliography enumerates articles on American Indians published in the

scholarly journals of history, sociology, geography, political science, economics,

and American and ethnic studies through 1976. Articles in anthropology have been

excluded from this bibliography because of the massive number of them and because

they may be found in other, existing bibliographies. It has been compiled in an

effort to both summarize existing social science knowledge on American Indians

and facilitate the generation of new knowledge on American Indians in all of the

various social sciences and related disciplines, but particularly in those which

have in the past shown little interest in the study of American Indian peoples

and societies.

Russell Thornton
American Indian Studies
University of Minnesota
December 1978
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