
STATE PUBLIC DEFENI,KR 
- --------1 

Yura Ended June 30, 1975, 1976, ~nd 1977
0 

Opil[,at.j.q Un4er Minn . S~. ~pter filL 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
LEGtSLAT ,\IIE ..I UOIT COMMISSION 

VSTIUtJ\NS 91:RVICI! ■UILDINQ 

MINT l"AUL 15515tl 
Ce1&) llN-4709 

Senator Williaa McCutcheon, Cbairaan 
Leai•lative Audit c-ission 

C. Paul Jones 
State Public Deieoder 

We have ude • financial and compliance audit of the State Public Defender 
for the years en<'ed June 30, 1975, 1976, and 1977. The audit was aade in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing st.andards, and accordingly 
included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing pro­
cedures aa we considered necessary in the circwutanees. Field work was 
c~pleted on September ~Q. 1977. 

The objecttvea of this audit were to determine that financial transactions 
were properly recorded in the statewide accounting system, expenditures 
were proper and made for the purposes set out in the several appropriations, 
receipts were accounted for and paid into the state treasury, and that pro­
cedures and internal control systems are sufficient to safeguard the ~ash 
and other property of the state in an econoaical, efficient, and business­
like manner. 

The financial stateaent included in this report is presented only for the 
general information of the reader and does not purport to represent finan­
cial position or results of operation in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

I /J t 
tf:JuD' 2tt't 

IUdon Stoehr 
LeaJ.alative Aud itor 

Nay 11. 1978 
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STATZ POILIC D!FEKDBlt 

CUUEll1' PJ.IIDIIIICS AJll> IEC(B ~ ATIONS 

PiJldiy 

The annual aalary paid assist ant state public defenders was in excess 

of the $12,500 -x!aua salary provided for in Minnesota StatuccB. 

Anal ysis 

During the audit period, the State Public Defender has employed assistant 

public defandera in the unclaasified state civil service who were paid a salary in 

exceas of the $12,500 ~iaua salary provided for in Minn. Stat. Section 611.24. 

The Hait of $12,500 was iaposed by Laws 1965, Chapter 869 and has not been changed 

since. 

In addition to assiatants eaployed in the unclassified service, at least 

one attorney was paid undP.r contract to perfona the functions of an assistant public 

defender. Re was paid in exr.ess of $12,500 during the year. 

When tMs -tter was brought to the attention of the State Public Defender, 

he sought legislation to have the $12,500 salary liaitation aaended. Minn. Stat. 

Section 611.24 was a.ended by Lava 1978, Cha ter 540, which removed the liaitation 

of $12,500 and now provides for an assist,nt public defender salary or retainer 

fee not to exceed rea■onable c.ompensation for comparable services performed for 

other aovernaental agencies or departments. 
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STA'l'lt PUBLIC DEP'EII>El 

STATEMENT 01 EXPEll1)ITUltES INCUJDING ErlCUHBIWICES 

- Years l!nded June 30, 1975, 1976, and 1977 -

Year Ended June 
197S 1976 

General Fund 

SUte employee services $167,S91 $209,134 
Contracted legal services S7,297 41, SS2 
Contracted with University of Minnesota -

Legal Assistance to Minnesota Prisoner 
Program 79,118 

Purchase of court records and transcripts 2S, 188 34,311 
Contracted stenographic services 9,Sll 9,000 
Travel and subsistence 6,868 9,328 
Supplies and law books 3,746 5,40S 
Telephone and postage 3,903 4,248 
Printing and binding 2,440 2,003 
Meabersbipa, registrations, and subscriptions 2,201 2,364 
Other 477 360 

Total Expenditures Including EncU111brances $3S8 1 340 $317 170S 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

OFFICE OF THE STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER 

May 2, 1978 

H. Warren Schmidt 
A~dit Manager 
Levlslative Audit Commission 
Veterans Service Building, 2nd Floor 
20 West 12th Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Mr. Schmidt: 

Thank you for your legislative audit report under date 
of May l, 1978, 

We appreciate the review given to our office accounting 
records by Eldon Stoehr from your staff and the suggestion 
he made which led to clarifying legislation in the 1978 
session. 

Tbe Law Sdlool 
Uiar,enuy al Min-ta 
Miam:apoli,_ M~ ~" 
Telepbone: ( 612) S79-.5 725 

.,......,. """"1'af.un: 
c.P .. n.Joaaa 

....,,_,, 
MoLLIII G. a.ualfD 
J. Cauno••• I.Jvwao 
k.t.T■LIWO Jltn.Ly 
T■oat&a IL T■oanVIIO 

ltAT■T A. ltJwa 
........ l!,.Ou,,KANT ,_,.....,, 
Du-n. I.. LTKN 
M,c.....,JL MaLl.oY 

,. c..,.,.,..,. _., 
L.A.M.P. 

( 1 - 1 Aaiocuct IO 
iilu-ap,._,.1 
Tdq,bone: S7S.'°4+ 
PawPM.u■oN 
,-,,. IL hnaao■ 

I■ C..,n.,.,,_ IRIA: 
LAP. 

(1-1 ~ Project) 
T~: S76-3U7 

l.ow.u.o ClnuP 
llJC ........... 

In view of this, en explanation of the biennial appropriations legisla­
tion process relative to comp .nsation is not material. 

A9ein, thank you for your time, effort, end helpful suggestion. 

Qfi1 
C.PeolJon~ 

CPJ:nc 

- 3 -

..411 Equal OpportlUJlty Em_plq;yn 


