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1975-77 

ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

for 

STATE PARKS & 
. RECREATION AR AS. 

ACQUIRE 12,108 ,l\CRES OF STATE PARK AND-RECREATION 
AREA L/\ND PRESENTLY IN PRIVATE O\;H-lERSHIP FOR PRE
SERVATION, REH/.\BILITATIQN, AND PUBLIC BENEFIT AND 

. USE. 

Total Cost 
$9 ,000~ 000 
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P,L\RKS AND RECREATION .l\REAS LAND ACflU!SITION PROGRAM 

Minnesota's State Park System was conceived for the ourposes clearly ex~ 

oressed in the National Park Act: 

11 To conserve the scenerv and the natural and historic 

objects, and the wildlife therein, and to orovide for 

the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such 

means as wi 11 · leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment 

of future generations." 

The first state. oark unit in Minnesota was established in 1889. Over the 

years, the Legislature has provided for the creation and establishment of 

numerous state parks, recreation areas) waysides, and monuments. The mission 

of the state park svstem is to embrace areas which tyoify, emohasize, and nre

serve what remains of the State's original domain wherever this is possible. 

Essentiallv, this means designating areas within state narks for concentrated 

public use, while oreservinq larger areas as nearly as possible in a state of 

nature, accessible 6nlv bv foot trails and waterways. This is intended to pro

vide oooortunities for park visitors to study and .enjoy the flora, fauna, 

historv, and geoloqical formations of state parks in relative solitude, away 

from concentrated public use areas. 

Within the parks. and recreation program there are 87 various units to 

administer. The current breakdown is as follows: 59 state parks, 6 recreation 

areas, 12 state waysides, 1 memorial state wavside, and 9 state monuments. Of 

the 87 units, 36 units have completed acquisition nrograms. The remaining 51 

units (47 state narks, 3 recreation areas, 1 state wayside), nlus one oroposed 

state nark (Tettagouche), contain a total of 36,729 acres of private land. 



Of the 36,729 acres, aporoximately one-third or 12,108 acres will be 

acquired during the first phase of the bonding program (1975-77 biennium). 

The~e private lands are highly marketable and need to be purchased now to 

minimize the loss of irrenlaceable resources necessary to maintain the 

integrity of park and recreation units as esta~lished by state law. 

The tracts carrying priority status lie within 30 existing management 

units and one proposed management unit. These tracts are high priority for 

reasons of development, management, escalating land costs, encroachment 

and/or willing sellers. 
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q EG IO~! 6 ____ ,,__ __ ._ .. 

. l\cton Monument 

3iq Stone Lake 1 19.40 $ 5,0QO 

Birch Co 1J 1 ee 

Ca mo Relense 

Chi ooe"·1a ~11 is s ion 

JoseDh 8ro1•m 

Lac nui Parle 1 1. 00 1 ,000 

rfonson Lake 

Schwandt Monurnent 

Siblev 4 147' 38 56,008 

Unoer Sioux Agency 

tJood Lake Monurnent ·----- ---·--·--

6 167.78 62,000 

RES I OM 7 ---------

Banning 4 755.52 92,000 

8rook Park r'1onument 

Father Hennenin o. ~~o l, 500 

Hincklev ~onument 

Interstate 

Lake r.iaria 1 222.38 151,400 

Mi 11 e Lacs 3 222.30 30,500 

St. Croix 2 42.00 15 '50') 

St. Croix Wild River 28 1467. 14 __l]}_.t~ OQ_ ------

39 2709.64 1 ,024, llJO 
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RrnI0N 11 ---· - _, -·-- -

Afton 13 556.94 $ 1,142,000 

Fort Snell in9 4 l 08. 78 26,000 

St. Croix Is 1 ands · 

\1i 11 i am 0 ' B ri en ------- . - -~-----·---·-

17 665. 72 l ) 168 ,000 

197 12,108.10 $6,050,450 
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Rel]i qna 1 Geoqraphi c pj_~_tri bu ti on. 

De_v~_l_()__t:'.}_?!1!_ Region Acres 

.l 140. 25 

2 

3 4M8.47 

4 1130. 17 

5 

6 167.78 

7 2709.64 

8 448.66 

9 7.70 

10 2189. 71 

11 665. 72 
-----

rnrr\LS 12, l 08. 10 a c 

STATE PARKS 
AND 

qECREATION .l\RE/\S 

Dollars ----

$ 76,000 

2,398,100 

241,81)0 

62,000 

1,024,100 

187,800 

74,000 

818,650 

1,168,000 
--~------

$6,050,450 

1) 

1) These fiqures renresent total raw land costs based on 1974 dollars. 
The total Parks nroqram of $ 9 million includes land inflation and 
administrative overhead costs. 
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Afton State Park was established in 1969 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1675 acres. Of 

this total 835 acres are under p~blic ownership with the 

remaining 840 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 557 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Banning State Park was established in 1963 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 5,877 acres. Of 

this total 4,371 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 1 ,SO~acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 756 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Biq Stone Lake State Park was established in 1961 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1105 acres. Of 

this total 1015 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 90 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 19 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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81ue ~~ounds State Park was established in· 1937and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1 gq5 acres. Of 

this total 1232 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 7Fi3 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 275 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Camden State Park was established in 1935 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1995 acres. Of 

this total 1297 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 698 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 174 acres during the 197 5-77 biennium. 
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Father Hennenin State Park was established in 1941 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 316 acres. Of 

this total 273 acres are under· public ownership with the 

remaining 43 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to.acquire 0.30 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Forestville State Park was established in 1963 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 26~3 acres. Of 

this total 2128 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 515acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 515 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Fort Snellin0 State Park was established in 1961 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 2500 acres. Of 

this total 2264 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 236 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 109 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Georae Crosbv-Manitou State Park was established in 1955 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 5160 acres. Of 

this total 4712 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 448 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 188 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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~oosebcrrv Falls State Park was established in 1937 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1662 acres. Of 

this total 1485 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 177 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 97 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Haves Lake State Park was established in 19fi7 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 2960 acres.· Of 

this total 2680 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 280 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 40 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Helmer Mvre State Park was established in 19~7 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 974 acres. Of 

this total 919 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 55 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 40 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Jay Cooke State Park was established in 1915 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 11 ,323 acres. ·of 

this total 9508 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 1815 aGres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 175 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Lac Qui Parle ~ecreation Area was established in 1941 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 530 acres. Of 

·this total 529 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining l acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 1 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Lake Bronson State Park was established in 1937 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 2983 acres. Of 

this total 1652 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 1329 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 100 acres during the 1975-77 biennium . 
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Lake Carlos State Park was established in 1938 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1181 acres. Of 

this total 1118 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 61. acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 20 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Lake M~ria State Pvrk was established in 1963 and 

· presently contains an authorized acreage of 1312 acres. Of 

this total 1090 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 222 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 222 acres during th~ 1975-77 biennium. 
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McCarthv Beach State Park was established in 1945 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 2544 acres. Of 

this total 1733 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 811 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 278 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Manlewnnd State Park was established in ·19G3 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 9233 acres. Of 

this total 5536 acres are under.public ownership with the 

remaining 3697 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 1110 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Mille Lacs Kathio State Park was established in 1957 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 9951 acres. Of 

this tota1 8536 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 1415 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 222 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Minneopa State Park was estab1ished in 1905 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of· 1264 .acres. Of 

this total 1036 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 228 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 8 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Nerstrand W6od5 State Park was established in 1945 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1280 acres, Of 

this total· 896 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 384 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 71 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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0. L. Kipn State Park was established in 1963 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 2835 acres. Of 

this total ·1214 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 1621 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 631 acres dJring the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Rice Lake State Park was established in 19fi3 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 1056 acres. Of 

this total 693 acres ar~ under public ownership with the 

remaining 363 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acqui.re 225 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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St. Croix State Park was establish~d in 1943 and presently contains 

an authorized acreage of 34,037 acres. Of this total. 32,426 acres ~re 

under nublic· ownership with the remaininq 1,601 acres in private owner

shio. It is oroarammed to acquire 42 acres durin0 the '75-77 biennium. 

These private lands nualify for federal fundina under the upner St. 

Croix River rroject. Apnlication for this funding has been submitted, 

and if anproved, priorities would b~ modified to include other park 

acauisitinns. 

~-- ~···-··-· -· ·-·--··-- ---- ·- ·------·-~-·--··-





R. 20 W. 

~ 

11

1

11 

__ l...~ 

JI 

I 
I 

R.19 W. R.17 W. 
MtNN. 48 

27 

II 
1' 
II 

~ 

\
. --- ---'~ 31 A..~1 : = 33 u:7~==1r-: " if --== --~;-=== N :i' " ... V ==-=ij''=-- %1-1 •:.~ N ' ~ 

31 

CO. ROAD 36 

II \.,_ :::L,_~--, " 
I ~ \ :::::::-:-:-:-:-:•:< ;: 

' •• ,_< " " :-.... . ,; II j ___ ::,__'f1'1: 
IL_=== 7 ····~·· __ _ 

3 

BOUNDARY 
·1···-

SCALE: I" = 6,000 1 

STATUTORY BOUNDARY 34,037 ACRES 

L .. ,,-= ~LL= 
" .· 

~( 
~:o 

KEY 

~ STATE LAND 

[·:·:·:·:·:·:) PRIVATE LAND 

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 

OWNERSHIP 

RES Z - 7-

T.40N. 

MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

!VISION OF PARKS AND RECREATIO 
STATE PARK SITE 

ST. CROIX STATE PARK 
PINE CO.- NEAR HINCKLEY 

4TH P. 
SURVEY 





C'I 
w 

St. Croix W~ld River State Prirk was established in 1973 and nrcs~ntlv 

contains an authorized acreaqe of 6,583 acres. Of this total, 332 acrrs are 

under public ownership with the remaininq 1,956 acres in private 011nershio. 

There ~re 4~295 acres of nrivate land un~er NSP ownershin which will be 

transferred to the State of ~innesoia under the Unoer St. Croix River nroj~ct. 

It is orogramed to acotzire 1,467 acr~s durinq the 1 75-77 biennium. These 

nriv~te lands oualifv for ferlera1 funding ~nder the unper St. Croix River 
0 t '\ 1 ° 'f- • .[: 1 h • J: rl • h b I • t+ d d • f d oro.Jec . , rm lca~1on :or i: is .:un ... rnq .. as een suom1 ~ ... e • an 1 anorove ., 

ori0rities would he modifierl .. to include other nark acnuisitions. 
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Savanna Portaqe State Park was established in 1961 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 15,758 acres. Of 

this total 14,415 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 1343 acres in private. ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 290 acres du ring the .197 5-77 biennium. 
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Sib1ev State Park was established in 1919 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 3100 acres. Of 

this total 13~7 acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining 1753 acres in private ownership. It is programed 

to acquire 147 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Snlit Rock·Liqhthouse State Park was established in 1967 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 996 acres. Of 

this total 664 acres are under public ow~ership with the 

remaining 332 acres in private ownership.· It is programed 

to acquire ·g5 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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Proposed Tettagouche State Park present1v contains a nroposed 

acreaqe of 9697 acres. Of this tota1, 5369 acres are under nublic 

ownership with the remaininq 4328 acres in private ownershin. It 

is nrogramed to acouire 3536 acres during the '75-77 biennium. 
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. Whitewater State Park was established in 1919 and 

presently contains an authorized acreage of 2863 acres. Of 

this total 1573· acres are under public ownership with the 

remaining· 1290 acres in private ownership. It. is programed 

to acquire 708 acres during the 1975-77 biennium. 
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1975-77 

ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

for 

WILD & SCENIC IVE 

Objective 

ACQUIRE 1,575 ACRES OF SCENIC EASEMENTS AND FEE TITLE TO LANDS NECESSARY 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF DESIGNATED WILD, SCENIC, AND RECREATIONAL RIVERS. 

Total Cost 
ITToo,ooo 
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WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

Minnesota's rivers and streams form an intricate network of approximately 

25,000 miles criss-crossing the state. While plentiful, these rivers are 

uniquely different from each other. Mfonesota enjoys a d·iversity of landforms, 

seasonal climates, and vegetation types and these natural amenities shape the 

character of each river as it runs over the land. The rivers and streams are 

vital to outdoor enthusiasts, commerce and industry, and for sustaining life 

itself by providing drinking water for Minnesota cities and towns. However, 

each year more recreational and developmental pressures are exerted on our price-

1 ess rivers. Thus, it is imperative that our outstanding rivers and streams and 

their shorelines be carefully managed and protected. This in essence, is the 

objective and goal of Minnesota's Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

The Minnesota Wild and Scenic Rivers Act was signed into law May 16, 1973. 

Generally, the purpose of the act is to protect and to preserve.Minnesota's 

outstanding rivers. This may entail shoreland restoration such as planting 

trees or erosion control work projects. However, emphasis will not be on 

creating natural areas, but on protecting and_preserving areas in their present 

state. This "status quo" situation will be accomplished through comprehensive 

management plans for certain designated rivers complete with rules and regula

tions to govern the use and development of each river. 

The need for this legislation became quite apparent in the light of the 

ever-increasing demand on our rivers by industries, utilities and cities and by 

people in general. More and more persons are buying shoreland and b~ilding homes 

and cabins. Thus, the natural character of many rivers is being altered, some

times irretrievably so. Inevitably, some of these developments will be incom

patible with the preservation of our rivers and their natural shorelines. 

76 



Therefore, in light of these competing uses, the legal framework for a Minnesota 

Wild and Scenic Rivers system was established with the passage of the Act. 

Rivers and their adjacent lands that possess outstanding scenic, recreational, 

natural, historical, s~ientific, or similar values will be considered for ·the 

Minnesota Wild and Scenic Rivers system. If designated these values would then 

be protected by law. Economic utilization of water will now be shared with· 

recreational, aesthetic, and scientific uses. In many ways, it is a revolu

tionary concept because it recognizes that man's needs are not only economic. 

While the major emphasis of the Minnesota Wild, Scenic and Recreational 

Rivers System is the protection of these rivers through the application of local 

land use control ordinances, there will be a need to acquire fee title and scenic 

easements along these designated rivers. Acquisition of fee title and scenic 

easements along designated wild, scenic and recreational rivers is necessary to 

protect the outstanding natural, scenic, historic, scientific and other valLle 

of adjacent lands which cannot be adequately protected through land use controls 

alone. Land acquisition is essential to the success of the Minnesota Wild and 

Scenic Rivers Program if the scenic vistas and views are to be maintained in an 

undisturbed condition. Acquisition of fee title and scenic easements is also 

needed to retain the essential quality and character of these rivers which 

caused them to be designated and protected in the public interest. 

The proposed acquisition of scenic easements has several advantages, some 

of which include: protection of the scenic character of river corridors while 

land remains on the local tax base, scenic easements are cheaper than fee title 

acquisition, scenic easements can be used to help retain agricultural lands 

adjacent to rivers, scenic easements "stretch" the conservation dollar by pro

tecting lands by means other than direct purchase, where public use is not 

essenti·al. 
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The proposed acquisition of both fee title and scenic easements would 

qualify for matching·federal funds from the Land and Water Conseryation Fund. 

Also, the proposed acquisition of land and scenic easements could be used to 

complement the donations of land by corporations and individual landowners 

concerned about river protection. 

One of the problems unique to the acquisition proposal for designated wild, 

scenic and recreational rivers in Minnesota is the general lack of experience 

in the appraisal and negotiation of scenic easements. Also, where scenic ease

m~nts are acquired only, particular portions of property and not entire tracts, 

there wi 11 probab 1 y be a need for more extensive 1 and surveys. Scenic easement 

acquisition on portions of property will also increase the problems associated 

with appraisal, tax valuation and negotiation.· While the acquisition of scenic 

easements is generally a less expensive method of accomplishing river protection 

there are administration and enforcement costs associated with such easements, 

after such easements have been acquired. These additional costs are not generally 

incurred with the fee title acquisition of land. All estimates of land acqui

sition are based on the assumption of willing sellers at the apprais8d price. 

The rivers shown on the state map and the listing of acquisition priorities 

are the 16 Canoe and Boating Routes recognized by the 1967 legislature. These 

are the rivers most likely to be studied first for possible inclusion in the 

Minnesota Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The Kettle, Upper Mississippi, and 

North Fork of the Crow are the rivers most likely to be included in the Minnesota 

Wild.and Scenic Rivers System in the next biennium. Following is a short write

up and estimated acquisition in acres and dollars for each of these rivers. 
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Kittson 

REGIONS 

Marshall 

Lake of the Woods 

Norman 
Mahnomen 

Clay 

Otter Tail 

4 
Grant Oc;uglas 

Traverse 

Stev~ Pope 

Lac Qui Parle 

Yellow Medicine 

Lincoln Lyon 

Pipestone 

Rock Nobles Blue Earth 
Faribault Freeborn 





WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ACQUISITION PRIORITIES, 1975-77 

River 

B·i g Fork 

Cannon 

Cloquet 

North Fork Crow 

Crow Wing 

Des Moines 

Kettle 

Little Fork 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Red Lake 

Root 

Rum 

Snake 

St. Louis 

St. Croix 2) 

ACRES 
Scenic Easement Fee Title Dollars l) 

148 40 70,700 

471 83 193,414 

606 227 335,886 

1,225 600,000 

1) These figures represent raw land costs based on 1974 dollars. The total 

Rivers program of $1 million includes land inflation and administrative overhead 

cos ts. 

2) Designated a National Wild and Scenic River. · Initial acquisition funds have 

been derived from other sources. 
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KETTLE RIVER 

The Kettle River and its adjacent lands possess a number of the outstanding 

values referred to in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. A brief resume of these 

outstanding values is provided below: 

Scenic Values: The scenery and value of the natural landscape is truly outstan

ding. The shoreline is interspersed with jack pine, red pine, white pine and a 

variety of hardwoods. Along its course, the landscape vades from a setting in 

rolling plains to a setting etched and bordered by rock cliffs over 100 feet 

high. Also, there are manY outstanding geological features which can be viewed 

from the river. One of these is the geological 11 kettles 11 from which the river 

derived its name. Probably nothing better describes the outstanding scenic 

values than to note that ·the Kettle River flows through and along two state parks, 

a state forest, a federal wildlife refuge, a state game refuge and a city park. 

Becreational :. ·The Kettle River and its adjacent lands. also possess outstanding 

recreational values. The primary lanq-based recreational opportunities and values 

are available in Banning and St. Croix State Parks, Chengwatana State Forest and 

Robinson Park. 

Also, the river itself is an outstanding recreational attraction due to the excellent 

fishing and the fine variety of canoeing and boating opportunities it offers·. Of 

particular note is the Kettle River Da~les or Banning Rapids. The Banning Rapids 

and Hell 1 s Gate Area is the most famous stretch of whitewater in Minnesota. It 

is canoeable only by experts, but has been navigated by whitewater experts from 

well over 10 states. 

Histor·lcal: The Kettle River and its adjacent lands were the 19cation of such 

historical events and features in Minnesota as: the disastrous Hinckley Fire of 
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1894, the 11 heyday 11 of logging; Banning Townsite (Minnesota's only ghost town); 

the "boom" of sandstone quarrying (many industry remnants still exist); the site 

for early, unsuccessful copper mining and the existence of ~rcheological sites 

along the river. 

Scientific: The unique geological features and plant and animal communities 

that exist along the river could provide excellent opportunity for scientific 

study. In fact, a recommended State Scientific and Natural Area is located 

along the Kettle River. 

Because the Kettle River and its adjacent lands possess all of the outstanding 

values previously mentioned, it is the opinion of the DNR that the Kettle River 

(and adjacent lands) is eligible fo~ inclusion within the Minnesota Wild and 

Scenic Rivers System. 

Objectives 

1. To protect and preserve the ·outstanding scenic, recreational, natural, his-· 

toric, scientific and similar values of the Kettle River and adjacent lands 

for present and future generations. 

2. To recommend how to best protect the Kettle River and its adjacent lands in 

accordance with the Minnesota Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

3. To define the boundaries of the area to be administered according to the 

established statewide standards and criteria. 

4. To provide the basic analysis and subsequent recommendations for use by state 

and local governments in making decisions regarding the Kettle River Land 

Use Districts. 

Study Area 

The management study area consists of 17,069 acres along the Kettle River, 

extending a distance of about _57.8 river miles, from just north of the Village 
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of Kettle River in Carlton County, through Pine County to the confluence of the 

Kettle River with the St. Croix River. The width of the management area along 

the river is variable, but in accordance with the provisions of the Wild and 

Scenic Rivers Act, it does not exceed 320 acres in extent for any river mile. 

It is estimated that 83 acres of fee and 471 acres of scenic easements 

will be acquired within the Kettle River Land Use District in the next two years 

at a cost of approximately $193,000. 
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

The Mississippi River from St. Cloud to Anoka possesses a number of outstan

ding values referred to in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. A brief resume of· 

these amenities is provided below: 

Scenic Values: Much of the landscape adjacent to this portion of the Mississippi 

River is quite scenic. The land is largely undeveloped and) in general, presents 

a natural character. In some places, the banks rise 50 to 100 feet above the 

river. Much of the landscape is wooded and either used for pasture or left 

undisturbed. The river bed itself contains rock rapids and huge, isolated 

boulders. 

Recreational: A number of recreational sites, including city and county parks, 

are located along this portion of the river. However, there is a lack of large, 

natural public-use recreational areas such as a state park or state forest. The 

river itself, however, is an outstanding recreation area. It is excellent for 

fishing, canoeing, and boating. The.river is ideal for family canoe trip~ 

because the rapids are mild and the current quite moderate. Some of the finest 

fishing opportunities in the region are available on the Mississippi River. 

Historical: This portion of the Mississippi River has a rich historical back~ 

ground. The river was a water highway for Indians, fur traders, explorers and 

settlers. Numerous sa~mills were built to process the huge white pines which 

were floated dowriver. The.famous Red River Ox~Cart Trail paralleled the river. 

Fur trading posts, Indian villages, ·ghost towns, ferry crossings, mill sites and 

other historical sites were located along the river. 
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Nat~_1ral: Lands adjacent to the river support a wide variety of plants and wild

life. The river itself harbors an excellent population of game fish. It is 

significant to note that several rare and endangered wildlife species have been 

observed within the river corridor including osprey and Northern Bald Eagle. 

Water quality is quite good. 

Because of these outstanding values, this portion of the Mississippi River (and 

adjacent lands) is eligible for inclusion within the Minnesota Wild, Scenic, and 

Recreational Rivers System. 

Objectives 

1. To protect and preserve the outstanding scenic, recreational, natural, 

historic, scientific and similar values of the proposed portion of the 

. Mississippi River and adjacent lands for present and future generations. 

2. To recommend how to best protect the Mississippi Riv.er and its a'ijacent 

lands in accordance with the Minnesota Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

3. To define the boundaries of the area to be administered according to th.e 

established statewide standards and criteria. 

4. To provide the basic analysis, the subsequent recommendations for us~ by 

state and local governments in making decisions regarding the Mississippi 

River Land Use Districts. · 

S tu9_t_l\_!:~~ 

The management study area consists of 15,501 acres along the Mississippi 

River, extending a distance of about 55 miles, from the Northern States Power 

dam at St. Cloud to the State Highway #52 _and State Highway #169 bridge at Anoka. 

The river flows through, or forms the boundary of, five counties along this route. 

They are Stearns, Sherburne, Wright, Anoka and Hennepin. Width of the managemen_t 



area varies, but in accordance with provisions of the Wild and Sceni~ Rivers Act, 

does not exceed 320 acres in extent for any river'mile. 

It is estimated that 227 acres of fee and 606 acres of scenic easements will 

be acquired within the Mississi~pi River Land Use District in the next two years 

at a cost of approximately $336,000. 
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CROW RIVER 

The North Fork of the Crow River oossess manv of the values referred 

to in the ~innesota Wild and Scenic ~ivers Act. A brief resume of the river's 

amenities is Qrovided below. 

Scenic. Values: Much of the land adjacent to the North Fork of the Crow 

River, althou9h largely develoned for agricultural ourooses, is quite scenic. 

Most of the immediate stream ·corridor remains wooded vthile further back farms 

and unland woods dot the.landscane. Banks alonq the river rise as hiqh as 50 

feet above water level in some olaces. There are a few olaces along the North 

Fork of the Crow where the activities of man are causinq a degrading effect on 

the river's scenic qualities. Dumps and sand pits intrude on the river detract- -. 

. inq from the rivers aopearence as well as causinq pollution nroblems downstream. 

Unwise aoricultural practices also cause erosion and 'bank sluffing. Th~ purnose 

of the orooosed Recreational desi0nation for the Crow as reqard scenic value is 

. to nreserve the rivers corridor as it now exists as well as to alleviate the 

oresent problems which are intrudin9 on the river. 

~ecreational: A number of recreational sites are located ·along the river. 

These sites are comnonents of the various tounties park systems. Excellent fish-

ing onportunities, although not heavily utilized, exist along the river. The 

river is ideal for family canoe trips because rapids are mild, currents moderate 

an~ the river corridor is scenic. It is oredicted that recreational use of the 

Croi·1 River will increase. Factors such as rmpulation qrowth, nearness to the 

metrooolitan are~ and increased leisure time make this fa~t almost inevitable. 

One nurnose of the nrooosed recreational ~esiqnation of the Crow River is to 

cont~ol the recreation use of the river with orooer plannin0. In this wav the 
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recreationist 1.·lill be provided with oublic use areas, and the rights of the 

Qroaerty owners will be protected. 

tt_j_s_~_or_i_c_a]_~-- Irnnortant archeological sites occur alonq the river. 

Numerous mills once existed along the corridor, remnants of which can still 

be seen todav. Indians olaved an imDortant role at the time of pioneer settle

ment. The ournose of the Recreation designation nS it relates to historical 

values is to oreserve these values for the future. 

Natural: The Crow River area sustains a wide variety of nlant and animal 

life. The land a~jacent to the river is ~xcellent deer habitat and sunports a 

good herd. \:.fa terfm11l is nrovi ded for in the marsh lo1·.rl ands surrou ndi nq the 

river. Unland soecies often utilize the river in their every day lives. 

Numerous sneci es of fish are contained in the river~ Tree and p 1 ant grov1th 

alonq the ri~er's shore and on the uplands nrovide wildlife habitat as well as 

scenic vistas. One puroose of desiqnation of the river is to nrotect the 

natural amenities of the area, and to insure that these amenities remain intact 

for future qenerations. 

Because of the~e outstanding values, the North Fork of the Crow River 

(and adjacent lands) is eligible ·for inclusion within the Minnesota Wild, 

Scenic and Recreational Rivers System. 

Ob 5 ec !_i_y~_~_:_ 

1. To protect and preserve the outstanding scenic, recreational, 

natural, historic, scientific and similar values of the Marth Fork of the Crow 

River and adjacent lands for present and future generations. 

2. To recommend how to best protect the Morth Fork of the Crow River 

and its adjacent lands in accordance i:rith thA r1innesota Hild and Scenic Rivers 

l\c t. 



3. To define the boundaries of the area to be administered accord

ing to the established statewide standards and criteria. 

4. To provide the basic analysis and subsequent recommendations for 

use by state and local government~ in making decisions regarding the North 

Fork of the Crow River Land Use Districts. 

Study Area: 

Tbe study area encompasses approximately 120.5 miles of the North 

Fork of the Crow River. The river flows thr6uqh Meeker and Wright Counties 

and forms the boundary line between Wright and Hennepin Counties for some 

24 mil es before emotyi ng into the Mississippi at Dayton. · Within the study 

area, the North Fork of the Crow flows along nark land of the various 

county park svsterns. These units of public ownership comorise the only 

major blocks of lands available for oublic recreation within the proposed 

management area. The coundarv acreage of the management area varies in 

extent along any .particular river mile, but qoesn't ~xceed 320 acres for 

any river mile. 

It is estimated that 40 acres of fee and 148 acres of scenic easements 

will be acquired within the North Fork of the Crow River Land Use District 

in the next two years at a cost of approximately $71,000. 
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In 1968, Con~ress enacted the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. This act 

authorized a national svstem of wild and s~enic rivers, provided for in

clusion in the svstem of several rivers~ includina the St. Croix above 

Taylors Falls and its major tributarv, the Namekagon. The Act also listed 

27 other rivers, including the St~ Croix from Taylors Falls to its con

fluence with the Mississinpi, which werR to be studied to determine whether 

they were suitable for inclusion in the system. 

On October 25, 1972, Public L~w 92-560 was nassed. This Act amended 

the !~ild and Scenic River Act by designatinq the Lower St. Croix as a com

ponent of the National svstem. It nrovided that the Secretary of the 

Interior administer the uoper 27 miles of the Lower St. Croix and designate 

the remainina 25 miles for inclusion uoon application by the Governors of 

Minnesota and Wisconsin~ and that the Secretary of the Interior, jointly with · 

the States, establish detailed boundaries and preDare R nlan for necessary· 

develooments~ In order to comnly with these provisions, the States of 

Minnesota and Wisconsin and the Department of the Interior have jointly ore

oared a Master Plan and environmental imoact statement. 

Pu r po s _e __ _? _QS:f __ I:1_?_ni!_~~n~Q_t~Q!?j_~~ ti vg~_ 

At the nresent time, there are three major factors endangering the 

natural character of the Lower .St. Croix Valley: increasing develonment 

nres sure, the poss i b il it.v of v1a ter oua 1 i ty deqra·1 at ion, and increasing 

recreational use. The ma5or purnose of the r,1asb~r Plan is to balance the 

demand for recreational use of the area aqainst the objective of oreserving 
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the ~atural valu~s of the area. Thus~ the overall qoal of the nlan is to 

nreserve the existinq scenic and recreational resources of the Lower St. 

Croix River throuq~ controlled develonment. 

r,1ajor manaqement objectives reouiri:;d to attain this qoal include 

coordination and cooneration among the Nation~l Park Service, Minnesota, 

\.Jisconsin and existing local governments in planning cornmunitv develooment, 

recreational facilities and historical interoretation: in preservation and 

conservation of the riverwav by Drovidinq orderly development and limiting 

new recreational access to avoid exceeding the carrvinq caoacity of the 

river, and in encouraging the private sector to provide recreational oooor

tunities within and outside the riverwa.v boundaries in such a '.'lay that 

olanned develonment will be comoatible with the valley's natural character. 

~·1anagement will be .based on the concept that the area can only partiallv be 

nrotected by the Federal and State qovernments and thus the effort to protect 

the basin re~uires the supoort of all levels of government and of the nrivate 

sector if it is to succeed. 

Pro j e_~ t_ Bo~~n1.9T_1 AS_ 

Enco~oassed 11ithin the boundaries of the 9roject are·the steeo bluffs, 

shoreline, islands and water of the St. Croix River located within a visual 

corridor as seen by a river user. Because nrovisions of the National Wild 

anrl Scenic Rivers Act (Public Law 90-542) limit controls of land use within 

a desiqnated river1av to 320 acres ner mile, boundaries of the project would 

not extend to a deDth sufficient to insure comolete oreservation of this 

visual corridor by acouisition. Thus, considerable reliance would be placed 

on local zoninq standards to nrovide land use controls throughout the re

mainder of the visual corridor. 



Present O\'/nershif) is nredominrrntly orivate: nearly 81 nercent of the 

river frontage is orivatelv owned. Much is in the form of small riverside. 

lots. The States of Minnesota and Wisconsin currentlv own 18 miles of 

frontaqe with an additional four miles of frontaqe under the control of six 

Quasi-pu~lic vouth camns. Ownershin. of the 59 St. C~oix River islands is 

mixed, with 24 Federallv owned, 15 in State ownership, and 20 in orivate owner-

. shi l"J. 

The ioint National Park Service - Minnesota-lfisconsin Master Plan calls 

for t 1,10 distinct mana~ement and develonment sections \.•tithin the 52 miles river-

wav. With the exceotion of State ~ronerties, the northern 27 miles from 

Tavlors Falls to the northern city limits of Stillwater, Minnesota would be 

administered by the National Park Service. This 27 mile Federal segment of 

the Lower St. Croix would be administered as a district of the St. Croix 

National Scenic River1-'1av, which \•Jas rfesignatecl ·as one of the eight original 

National Wild and Scenic Rivers by the 1963 l1!ild and Scenic Rivers lkt. 

As a result, 227 miles of the St. Croix Riverwav system would be in 

Federal control. The southern 25 miles of the system include~ in the Lower 

St. Croix Riverway would be managed by·the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Land Acauisition and Zoninq ---- ·-~--- -~-- ____ _. __ ----~--- -----~ 

The nuroose of the joint Federal-State management and development Plan 

would be the oreservation of existing sc~nic and recreational resources of 

the L~1er St. Croix River throuqh controlled develooment. Control of land 

use and develooment within and adjac~nt to· the rive~vay bounrlaries would be 

accomolished ~Y fee and scenic easement acouisition and through local zoning 

ordinances. Minimum land use regulation standards and criteria oromulqated 

by the states would be ~etermined, with which local zoning ordinances would 

hilve to comnlv. 
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Federal: Withirt the 27 mile Ferlerallv-administered river corridor, 1880 

acres of unlands "tould be acnuirerl in fee and anoroximately 3525 acres in 

scenic easement. The re~aininq 3430 acres (islands and floodplain) will also 

be acnuired in fee. Existina State narks would be slightly exoanded and remain 

in State ownershin. Existinn homes would be allowe<l to remain~ scenic ease-

ments would be acouired on homesites within the fee and easement acquisition 

zones to nrevent changes in use or ohvsical character of the prnpertv. 

Owners would be permitted to retain three acres of land surroundinq the 

residence and a maximum river frontage of 300 feet. 

State: Within the 25 mile riverway seqment to be administered by Minnesota 

and Wisconsin, local zoning would be an imaortant element in development and 

manaaernent of lands and waters within the authorized project boundaries. Land 

use regulation standards and criteria would be determined bv the States with 

which local zoning ordinances must comolv to nrotect the scenic and recreational 

resou.rces of the river. Fee acquisition as a land .use control would be largely 

limited tb already aoproved StRte park orojects and to ~oatinq wayside sites. 

In addition to the fee acquisition of State park lands and boating way-

side sites, scenic easement orotection of river~av resources in Minnesota 

would be purchased in certain critical areas (State Management Plan ~an). 

- areas vlithin the riverwa.11 coundar.v immediatelv north and south of 

Afton State Park in Minnesota 

- the unincornorated land between Bayport and Lakeland, Minnesota 

- the remaining unincorporated lands south of Afton State Park to the 

river's confluence with the ~lississinni. 

The Lenislature has already apnropriated $275,000 for the acquisition of 

scenic eas2ments on the LO\'/er St. Croix, but there is a possibility that addi~ 

tional fundin9 will be needed for protection of this nationally-recognized wild 

and scenic river in the next two years. 
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1975- 77 

ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

for 

c RID R TR I 

Objective 

ACQUIRE 2040 ACRES (170 miles) FOR YEAR
ROUND MULTIPLE-USE CORRIDOR TRAILS. 

Total Cost 
$1:900,000 
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CORRIDOR TRAILS LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

In recent years, increasing demands from snm,;mobilers, cross-country skiers, 

bicyclists, horseback riders, backpackers and others has prompted the DNR to· 

propose the establishment of 11 state corridor trails to form the backbone of a 

statewide system .. Where possible, these trails will connect with state parks 

and state forests to encompass as much public land as possible. 

A corridor trail is basically a multiple use trail which consists of two or 

more parallel treadways. During summer, one treadv,1ay caters to hiking and 

bicycling,. while the other is used for horseback riding. Dur.ing winter, snow

mobiling is routed over one treadvrny while snowshoeing and cross-country skiing 

occurs on the other. Corridor trails receive the heaviest recreatio~al use. 

Accordingly, their rights-of-way are significantly wider than other trails to 

minimize noise and tresspass problems with adjacent private landowners. 

Population growth, additional leisure time, desire for privacy, and the 

energy crisis are but ·a few of the concerns placing additional stress on the 

Department's trail program. Indicative of this is that today there are some 

620,000 snowmobilers, 70,000 cross-country skiers, 1,300,0'JO bicyc.lists, 157,000 

horseback riders, 100,000 backpackers and an unknown number of youngsters and 

adults using trails for hiking and other purposes. 

Complicating the task of trail development is that each special interest 

group fervently believes that its particular sport should receive top pri·ority in 

trail deve 1 opment. To assist in a 11 evi a ting the problem of i nsuffi ci ent 1 ands 

for the establishment of various trails, it has become policy to develop multiple 

use trails whenever .possible. Under these conditions, there are problems of 

compatibility, but cooperative efforts among the various types of users aids in 

eliminating such conflicts. 

The 11 corridor trails encompass 957 miles of potential multi-use trail 

activities. To date, 415 ~iles have been acquired. Of the remaining 542 miles 

of trail to be acquired, 170 miles are prograrnned for the 1975-77 biennium. 
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CORRIDOR TRAILS ACQUISITION PRIORITIES (1975-77) 

Trail ·Acres Do 11 ars 1 ) 
~-- ---
Casey 1.Jones 228 57,600 

(19 miles) 
Douglas 

Glacial Lakes 

Heartland 

Luce Line 120 100,000 
(10 miles) 

Minnesota Valley 480 352,400 

Mi nnesota-vJi scons in Bou.ndary 
( 40 mil es) 

North Shore 

Root River 

Sakatah Singing Hi 11 s 132 104,000 
(11 nriles) 

Taconite 1080 165 ,000 . 
_l90 mil es) 

2040 ac $779 !1000 
(170 miles) 

1) These figures represent total raw land costs based on 1974 dollars. The 

total Trails program of $1 million includes land inflation and administrative 

overhead costs. 
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Minnesota Valley 

Authorized in 1969.· The trail originates in Fort Snelling State Park and 

terminates in the City of Lesueur, a distance of some 74 miles of which 34 

miles of corridor right-of-way have acquired to date. DNR recommends acqui

sition of 40 miles during the next biennium. 

Eleven mnes are availab·le for hikers, skiing, snovnnobiling and horseback 

riding at the Lawrence Wayside near Belle Plaine. A primitive camµground is 

available and a parking area was constructed on Highway 41 near Chaska. 

Sakatah Singing Hills 

Authorized in 1971. Of its 42 miles, 31 miles have been acquired. DNR 

recommends acquisition of 11 miles during the coming biennium. 

Work was done on 26 miles of the Trail making it useable·this winter for 

snowmobiling, and hiking in the summer. Besides smoothing the grade, several 

bridges required decking and railings. 

Taconite 

Authorized in 1971. The trail originates at Ely and terminJtes near Black

berry in Itasca County, a distance of some 185 miles, of which 95 miles have 

been acquired to date. DNR recommends acquisition of 90 miles durin~ the 

next biennium. 

Much of the existing mileage ·is due to cooperative agreements with the U.S. 

Forest Service, Counties, mining and lumber companies and others. This winter 

some 35 mil es were groomed for snowmobi 1 ers. 
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· Casey Jones 

Authorized in 1967. Of its total length of 35 miles, 16 miles have been 

purch~sed. DNR recommends acquisition of the remaining 19 miles during the 

next biennium. 

Presently 12~ miles are being used by hikers, skiers and horseback riders 

between Pipestone and the Pipestone County Line. 

Luce Line ----
Authorized in 1973. Of its total length of 104 miles, 10 miles have been 

purchased in Herinepin and Carver Counties. DNR recommends acquisition of 

.) ! 10 miles during the next biennium. 

) j · The. segment between Stubbs Bay and tfotertown was groomed for snowrnobi 1 ers. 

Hikers and skiers· could also use this portion. ·In order for this segment to 

be used, one bridge was decked and railings installed. 
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Under the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 89.021, Subdivision 

1, the state forests are established "for growing, managing, and harvesting 

timber and other forest crops and for the establishment and development of 

recreational areas and for the protection of watershed areas and the preser

vation and development of rare and distinctive species of flora and fauna 

native to such areas.'' Today there are approximately 3 million acres of 

state-owned acreage within 56 state forests in Minnesota. 
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MEMORIAL HARDWOOD STATE FO~EST ACOUISITION PRIDRITIES (1975-77) 

~ c q!J_ i5_iJ:j_p JL_ G O!TIIL~!.!:ID e ~

. Verrnillion River 

Cannon River 

Hav Creek-Wells Creek 

Lake Pepin 

Trout Brook #2 

Hells Coulee 

Kelloq9 Flats 

Snake Creek 

Whitewater River 

Lower ZumJro 

West Indian 

Uoner Zumbro 

Rollingstone 

Homer-Dresbach 

Pine Creek 

Monev Creek 

Lower Root 

Rush-Pine 

Wildcat Creek 

Crooked Creek 

Winnebaqo Creek 

Middle Branch Root 

Uoner Root 

South Fork Root 

South Branch Root 

North Branch Root 

~iddle Branch Zumbro 

Dodcie 

Acres 

100 

600 

200 

400 

600 

140 

500 

300 

200 

200 

200 

950 

100 

. 100 

200 

Cost 
(Ra\\f Land onlv) ----- __________ ......._,_ 

$ 17,000 

102,000 

34,000 

68,000 

85,000 

119 ,000 

461, 100 

102,000 

23,800 

80,000 

51,000 

34,000 

. 34 ,000 

34,000 

161 , 500 

30,000 

30,000 

60,000 
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Regional Geogra~hic Distribution 

State Forest County Acres Dollars 1J ------- --- ----
Memorial Hardwood Goodhue 900 153,000 

(inclu. Dakota) 

Wabasha 4,330 733,100 

Winona 740 ·125,800 

Houston 800 131,000 

Fillmore 1,550 263,500 

O"lmsted 200 60,000 

Dodge 200 60,000 

Sand Dunes Sherburne 1,280 473,600 

State Forest Totals 10,000 ac $2,000,000 

1) These figures represent total raw land costs based on 1974 dollars. The 

total Forestry program of $3 million includes land inflation and administrative 

overhead costs. 
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Minnesota Memorial Hardwood State Forest 

The Minnesota Memorial Hardwood State Forest was ~stablished as a living 

memorial to Minnesota's pioneers and veterans of all wars on April 20, 1961 

by Minnesota Statutes Section 89.021, subdivision· 34, (now subdivision 33). 

Located in the southeastern corner of Minnesota this forest extends from 

the town of Hastings for nearly 150 miles along the Mississippi River to the 

Iowa border. ·Included are portions of Dakota,·Fillmore, Goodhue, Olmste~d, 

and Dodge counties and all of Houston, Wabasha, and Winona counties. 

Because of its many unique features such as the rugged terrain, scenic 

vistas, springfed trout streams, canoe routes through rock canyons and farm 

lands, trails through magnificent hardwood timber, and its proximity to the 

Twin City metropolitan area, recreation will be an important aspect of 

Memorial Hardwood State Forest management. 

Following a recommendation from the· Minnesota Outdoor Recreation and 

Resources Commission, the 1965 Minnesota Legislature appropriated $25,000 to 

the Department of Conservation for a detailed long-range plan for the devel~ 

opment of the Memorial Hardwood Forest. 

This report was published in 1966 and has been the guide for acquisition 

and development in the forest. 

Of the nearly 2 million acres within the boundaries of the forest,· 

approximately 460,000 acres are wooded. In addition at least 140,000 acres 

of open steep slopes, flooded low lands, and eroded ridgetops are considered 

better suited to conservation uses than to agriculture. These areas of 

11 conservation 11 lands lie in fairly concentrated strips adjacent to t:1e Missis

sippi River and its major tribut~ries, the Root, Whitewater, Zumbro, and 

Cannon Rivers. They have been delineated into _acquisition compartments which 
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represent the areas vJhere land acquisition is proposed. The 1966 study report 

recommended that of this area, 200,000 acres should ultimately be acquired 

for the forest at the rate of 6,000 to 7,000 acres per year. However, since 

this report, only about 2,000 acres per year have been acquired. 

The 8,720 acres to be acquired in the next biennium in the Minnesota 

Memorial Hardwood Forest would consolidate state forest management units for 

more efficient management and utilization, expand outdoor recreation and 

education opportunities associated with state forest lands, increase timber 

production, improve the quality and public access of trout streams, ·provide 

erosion control for watershed areas, and enhance wildlife habitat. 

NOTE: The proposed acquisition on the following map indicates only in what 
acquisition compartn1ents purchase of land could occur.in the 1975-71 biennium. 
Land acquisition in the individual compartments ranges from 100 to 2,730 
acres. The DNR has no intention of buying all the land within any of the 
compartments, now or in the future. 
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Sand Dunes State Forest 

This forest was established by Minnesota Statutes Section 89.021, Sub-
.' 

division 45, in 1943. It is located in Sherburne County about 60 miles north

west of the Twin Cities. 

The forest derived its name from the dunes formed by wind-blown sand in the 

vast ope·n areas during dry windy weather. To stabi 1 i ze the sand dunes and to pre

vent further drifting of sand, an aggressive tree planting program was initiated in 

the early 1940's. Timber is now being harvested from many of these planted areas. 

Although all aspects of multiple use are considered in the management of this 

forest, the primary concern is management for public recreation. Since this forest 

is so close to the Twin Cities area, the demand for recreational use is heavy. 

The present State ownership is scattered, makin·g development for trails 

and other recreational uses difficult. The existing campground is heavily used 

and over.crowded during summer months in addition to a significant amount of use 

for winter camping. The present trails are heavily used year round. ~Both the 

campground and trail system should be expanded to avpid overcrowding and over

utilization of the limited area avaiJable for recreational a~tivities. 

Private land developers are rapidly acquiring land within the forest for 

residential purposes. Unless immediate action is taken by the State to acquire 

the remaining private ownership within the boundaries of the forest, much of 

the land ·will be lost for public use. Many of the private owners would prefer 

to sell to the State and thereby be assured that the area will be managed as a 

forest and not become over-developed through residential. use. County officials 

have also indicated a desire to have the State acquire t~e remaining private 

1 ands within the fore st. Initially, about 1280 acres sh@ul d therefore be , 

acquired to connect the present State ownership, thereby facilitating mqnagement 

for recreation as well as other uses. 
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1975-77 

ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

for 

WILDLIFE 

ACQUIRE 26,075 ACRES OF WILDLIFE AREAS FOR 
HABITAT PROTECTION AND COMPATIBLE PUBLIC USE. 

Total Cost 
$5,000,000 
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WILDLIFE LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

Acquisition of wildlife lands by the State of Minnesota began in the early 

1930's. Following World War II, drainage of surface waters was greatly acceler

ated. In more recent times, the problem has been aggravated by marsh filling, 

primarily by solid waste. To preserve a significant segment of our small surface 

water areas, the ''Save Minnesota's Wetlands'' program was started in 1951. During 

the early l950's sportsmen, legislators and conservation organizations recognized 

the urgency of the wetlands program ~nd in 1957 a $1.00 surcharge (raised to $2.00 

in ·1971) was placed on the small game hunting license to accelerate wildlife land 

acquisition. The Game and Fish Fund, Federal Aid (Pittman-Robertson), Natural 

Resource Program and gift funds have also been used in addition to license sur- · 

charge monies. A total of $11 ,018,845 has been spent {as of July 1, 1974) for 

acquisition of wildlife lands. 

The Wildlife Land Acquisition program is designed to: 

Preserve important habitat for wildlife 

Provide public hunting grounds 

Conserve surface water 

Preserve natural beauty and open space 

Many people besides hunters use Wildlife Management Areas such as photog

raphers, bitdwatchers, students, boy and girl scouts, hikers, naturalists, 

trappers, and fishermen. These wildlife lands contribute substaritially to the 

economic and social welfare of local communities as well as the entire state. 

As a result of the farsightedness of Minnesota conservationists, our state 

now has one of the best systems of Wildlife Management Areas in the United States. 

As of July 1, 1974~ 812 Wildlife Management Areas totaling 420,117 acres had 

.been acquired in fee. Of these projects, nine (176,438 acres) are major units 
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and 803 (243,679 acres) are small wildlife projects. In addition 112,221 acres 

have been included in these projects b.Y legislative transfer and federal licenses. 

The tot a 1 VJ il d 1 i f e Man a g em en t Are a acreage i s now 5 3 2 , 3 3 8 • 

About half of all the purchased lands were privately owned.· The remainder 

w~re county tax-forfeited, trust fund, conservation area and U.S. Government lands. 

Acquisition has been concentrated in the agricultural areas of the state 

where drainage, filling, land clearing, herbicides and intensive agricultural 

practices have been eliminating wildlife habitat and hunting areas·. 

Acquired wildlife lands make prime waterfowl ~roduction, feeding and resting 

areas. In addition they provide excellent protective cover for pheasants. In 

the northwestern part· of the state they are important to prairie chicken and 

sharptailed grouse populations. Ruffed grouse are produced on many of the areas. 

Deer, moose, songbirds, shore birds, furbearers) amphibians and fish (in some 

areas) find wetlands habitat essential to their survival. Some serve as impor

tant fish production areas, primarily for northern pike. 

Development of acquired a~eas to improve wildlife conditions and to provide 

enjoyment by the public includes: food and cover plantings; improvement of 

nesting habitat, construction of dikes, dams, potholes and water control struc

tures; fencing (where necessary) and posting boundaries; establishment of refuges; 

construction of public access; and specific management of ground and timber 

. (where present) cover types. Future development will continue along the present 

lines and accelerate as funding permits. 

Goal 

In recent years, the oft-stated and publicized goal of the Minnesota Wild-

1 ife Land Acquisition Program is to acqu'ire and to bring under management, 

approximately one million acres. of wildlife lands by the year 2000. Most of the 

goal should be reached in ten years while lands are still available for acquisition. 
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The goal was established on the basis of needs of various wildlife species and 

availability of lands within each county. It is recommended that 455,000 acres 

be acquired at an estimated cost of ·$65,000,000 by 1985. 

The Division of Fish and Wildlife will reach the acquisition goal through 

fee title acquisition, easements and Commissioner's Orders~ The taking of ease

ments has not beeh emphasized because of the experience of the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service. Easement costs are usually over 50 percent of .outright purchase 

price. These easements are for preservation and do not provide for development, 

management, habitat or public use. In addition the terms of the easement restric

ti.ons regarding draining, filling or burning are difficult to enforce. 

As of July 1, 1974 the Department of Natural Resources had a backlog of about 

188,327 unacquired acres in approved wildlife wetlands projects (including five 

major units - Whitewater, Mille Lacs, Lac Qui Parle, Talcot Lake and Thief Lake 

projects) that are critical (high priorHy) to management and use of these 

proj~cts. These lands are now being purchased by individuals because of the high 

recreational value caused by proximity of the state-owned lands. 

The Resource 2000 bonding program includes the acquisition of 175,000 acres 

of high priority wildlife lands over the next six years. Hopefully, this critical 

program will be implemented so these valuable wildlife habitat·can be protected 

from loss. In the next two years, 26,000 acres of the highest priority wildlife 

lands will be acquired for $5 million under the first phase of the bonding_program. 

General Guidelines For Acguisition_Of Wildlife Lands 

1. The primary purpose of the project will be to acquire wildlife lands for 

preservation of wildlife habitat, for the production of wildlife and for recrea

tional purposes. 

2. First priority will be given to the acquisition of wildlife wetlands in 

agricultural regions that are in danger of bein9 drained. All possible Type 
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III and IV marshes, including those that are now poorly drained and can be 

restored, will be acquired. 

3. Uplands will be acquired for upland game species, primarily for pheasants 

·and prairie grouse, where wetlands are not available. Rabbits, squirrels, deer, 

ruffed grouse and other 0ildlife species will also be benefitted. Where needed 

in the main pheasant range, four small habitat areas per township (five acres 

or more in size) will be acquired as pheasant wintering areas in the main 

pheasant range. Wherever possible, the least expensive types of uplands, such 

as old farmsites, brushy draws and odd areas~ will be acquired (along with some 

cropland) for establishing food plots and corn ~lantings. ·These will be acquired 

only where wetlands and major units do not supply the necessary four areas per 

township. 

4. A limited number of key winter deer yards in the northern part of the state 

will be acquired or brought under state control. 

5. Wildlife lands will have public access. They will be open to public hunting 

as long as it is compatible with the management of the wildlife species using 

the areas. 

6. In acquiring wildlife lands priority will be given to the acquisition of 

suitable tax-forfeited, trust fund and conservation lands. 

7. Lands will not be· acquired for general recreational purposes. However, if 

plans for management of wildlife lands can be incorporated into broader recrea

tional projects, this will be done. 

8. Wildlife lands maintained as such by private landowners will not be acquired. 

Wildlife development on private lands will be encouraged under the state's 

private land wildlife habitat improvement program. 

9. The Division of Fish and Wildlife will work closely with state, federal, 

county, township and pr_ivate agencies in management planning to·maintain and 

improve wildlife habitat. 
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tUJdlife Land Acauisition Areas Listed By Decreasing Priority 

1. Drainable Type III, IV and V marshes (waterfowl brood areas). 

2. Approved tracts in major units or existing wildlife management areas where 

puhlic hunting problems exist or water impbundments are planned. 

3. Existing pheasant winter cover areas up to 40 acres in size (groves, tree 

claims or .brush patches - may include land for supplemental cover planting 

or food plots). 

4. Deer wintering areas in danger· of loss. 

5. Remaining tracts in approved wildlife mana~ement areas. 

6. Lands of value to prairie chicken ~nd/or sharptails. 

7. Supplements to existing projects. 

8. Creek and river bottom lands for impoundment sites. 
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(If numbers 5 - 8 have any of the features of 1 - 4 they would, of course, 

have a higher priority) 
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REGION l 

COUNTY ANO UNIT 
KiTfSOri-- ----------
---8e"Fl-c :1-e s 

Caribou 
Deer.·JOod 
Skull 

Roseau 
- Border 

Marshall 
-Agder -

E;:ist Park 
Elm 
Florian 
Grvola 
Rosewood 
Sern 

Polk 
--- Bee 

Brandsvold 
Burnham 
Castor 
Chicoa 
Dorr 
Enerson 
Godfrey 
r,u 11 v 
Ka aka i k 
Kroeninq 
La Voi 
Lenqbv 

· L ibertv 
Mac Meadow 
Man 1 e Meadoi.vs 
Pembina 
Polk 
Saoaiioan 
Shvnoke 

Penninqton 
--lnQlnbotham 

Pembina 
Rosevw0rl 

Red Lake 
--r;e·rvaTs 

r·1arcoux 
Moran 
Red Lake Falls 
Pembina 

ACRES 

3,00() 
2,000 

200 

40 
80 

80 

85 

120 
100 

500 
80 

27 

80 

80 

COUNTY AND UNIT Norman ___ ----------
--.--Ag a:;-s i z # 1 

Agassiz #2 
Cuoido 
Home 
Moccasin 
Rockwell 
T·di n Va 11 ey 

Cl ea r"1a ter 
--Litt le-Pine 

01~ Red Lake Trail 
and Solberg 

Mahnomen 
~ Be.fou __ _ 

Budde Meadoi.1s 
Foot 
Gregorv 
Mahgre 
Rush 
Va nose 
Wanbu n 

Hubbard 
-Brnn Creek 

Rochmod 

COUNTY AND UNIT 
Itasca------ · 
-·sm:[stri ng Deer Yd. 

Prairie Deer Yd. 
Salter 
Swan River Deer Yd. 
Squaw Deer Yd. 

Aitkin ---c:1-e-ar 
Kimberl v 
Little Hill 
Pliny 
Portaq e Brook 
Rabbit 
Rionle 

ACRES 

40 
100 

132 
100 
·40 
221 

REG ION 2 

120 
100 

100 

200 
300 
400 

80 

REGION 3 

1?? 



COUNTY AND UNIT 
s-c1_r)i11s · - -
--ta-no-sT3-

Knu c hev Creek 

C::lrl ton 
---KeYtle. River Poo 1 

COUNTY lVID UN IT Clay-- ~ - ·- -·----· 

-Ba~rn(~sv i 11 e 
Goose Prairie 
Hal'/l ey 
Ha v Creek 
Skree 

Becker 
·-ca·b-urn 

Hubbel Pond 
Mocc.:1 sin 
Ogem~ S ori nos 
Riparia 
Soring Creek 

Wilkin 
~he-rton 

Monstrrn 
Rothsay 

Ottertail JWior ___ _ 
Erhards 
Hi-Vievr 
Inman 
Oscar 
Sixteen 

Grant 
-8er~ierud 

Berskov1 
Helsene 
Isaacson 
Kube - Swift 
'•lacsville 
Marple 
Mustinka 
Shuck 
Strom - Bordson 

Douqlas 
--Efalqaa rd 

Delle Riv~r 
Chermr:tk 
Eno 
Evansville 
Forar.fa 
Garfield 
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REGION 4 

---A CR-ES 

160 

40 

80 

120 

8 
48 
31 
7 

74 
14 
47 
88 
12 

6 

l--

58 

COUNTY /\ND UNIT 
nouqlas-·rconF.T 
--·-··Ha rTfrey-----~ 

Khutz 
La Grande 
Mina 
Moe 
Osakis 
Pioneer Trail 
Red Rock 
Satterlie 
Schnepf 
Snruce Creek 
Thornber0 
Urness 
Viking 

Stev~ns 
---A rberta 

Benson 
Chokio 
Coleman 
Mathison 
Robertson 
Weiler 

Pope 
--Banqor 

Fa rv1e 11 
Heinks 
Little Jo 
Lov1erv 
Ne\v Prairie 
Nora 
Reno 
Sedan 
Sionalness 
Skarpness 
Star 
Terrace 
Van Luik 
Volkmann 
Hade 
~·!hite Bear 

COUNTY AND UNIT c·a-ss--·-·------
-naqgett Brook 

Orv Sand 
Moose Wal loi:J 

Mud Goose 
Wi 11 ow Deer Yd. 

Wadena 
-D r-v--S n nd 

Huntersvill~ 
Sh"ike 

ACRES 

52 
80 

5 

80 
80 

80 
12 
40 
40 
15 
11 
40 

40 
47 
41 

80 
21 
40 

.38 
40 

30 

52 
100 

14 
22 

REGION 5 

/\CRES 



cou~nv .n.. ~10 u NIT 
cr0;:1 i·ffn6·--------· 
__ ,_Ci:\n1n· er-eek 

Cooks 
Lrierch 
~us sell 
)and Creek 

Todd 
---Burleene 

Center 
E 1 <1 in t,100·:1 s 
r,re.v Ea ale 
Hollister 
Lawrence 
Lon1J Prairie 
0(lk Ridqe 
Osakis 
Philbrook 
Sheets 
Sta D 1 es 
Turtle Creek 
Villard 
West Union 

Morrison --c u-·1-~friTm 
Ereaux 
Little Elk 
Mud 
N~itermeier 
Pono le 
Snonsn 
Whittiker 

cou~nY AND UNIT 
B; a s fo-n e- --· · -·--
-x1T en __ _ 

Disnial Swamn 
Kl aoes 
Lindr:iuist 
Ma 11 a rd Ho 1 e 
Otrev 
Reisdoroh 
Skoon 
Taffe 
Tho!llnson 
Victory 
West Toqua 

.s1,,,; ft 
-- Be-rich 

Camn f(erk 
Danvers 
Haves - r.1vhre 
Henrv X 
t-hnson 

Pers en 

ACRES 

120 

.l\CRES 

7 
40 
40 
40 

8 

21 
60 
12 
40" 

32 

20 
46 
12 

100 
56 
59 
47 
16 
62 

100 

COUNTY Mm UNIT 
fandTVdhT·-----
·--Btfr·banT 

Eaq le · 
Follies 
Kandi 
01 eand~r 
Priam 
qeerl 
Sunburq 
Hi 11 mar 

~·teeker 
-oa-ss-el 

Greenleaf 
Haff - Harden 
Linden 
Madsen 
Minnie - ~~an 
Pooul ar 
Rode1.'/a 1 d 
Wieker 
Weseman 

Lac Ou i Parle 
~·-·1ra-Xfer- ··-----

ca eu r le an 
Cerro Gordo 
Church 
Fl inks 
Florida Creek 
Han Tho 
Ha vdenvi 11 e 
Indiao 
Ke:iien 
Ki b 1 er 
Louisberq 
Madison 
Madrena 
Medicine Pioe 
N.E. Four Corners 
Ohnah 
Perry 
Prosnect 
Providence 
Pvramid 
nuil itz 
Riverside 
Sioux Indian 
Sioux Reservation Line 
Sweet1,-:a te r 
t\!a l ter 
Hild Hinqs 

Chinoewa 
-~1fer~10--

C u ka 
Lac Oui Parle 
~lil an 
Nurno 

ACRES 

23 
21 
6() 

30 
80 

52 
20 

48 

198 

75 
80 
54 

40 

20 
25 
45 

200 
49 

60 
9 

13 
9 

40 
80 
12 
13 
45 
80 

6 
80 
80 

4 
5 

375 

124 



cnu~nv l\ \JD UNIT 
th]2.~i)c~~,-~~(C:o-nT.-) 

Sa nrJ'Jro-- -------
Sena 
Sha knr~ee 
S\·1een 
Teb!Jo.n 
Walrus 
Werd-:i. h 1 

Renville 
oaal-~ 

'Jv~s.:J wI 
Prieve 

~k 1-eori · 
-rffker·· s 

Deutsch 
Penn 
Priev0 
Ras - Lvnn 

Yello 1·1 :-·1edicine 
--Av{h-va·-------

Rattie 
Biq Rock 
Soherni an 
Azure 
Rurtrrn 
Chris tnnherson 
Erie 
Fl inks 
Gabriel Anderson 
Kai bab 
Lisbon 
L~1er ~ntelooe Vallev 
Omro · 
Penthole 
Posen 
St. Leo 
Sioux Nation 
Snellman 
Stokke 
_Stoney qun 
Tirnm's 
Tvro 

cou~ffY AND UMIT stear_n_s ___ -- --~-
-Pa-dua 

Sauk Rivrr 
Tar~1a. rac 
To\·IP.r 

Benton 
-·sa rfel 1 

i,~; s nes k:i 
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AC~ES 

20 

47 

50 
198 

40 
23 

10 
40 
34 

80 
44 
30 
80 
40 
40 
80 
40 
80 

40 

REGI0~1 7 -------

ACRES 

COUNTY AND UNIT 
ff[iTe--1!!~-~- --- ----

Ren Lacs 
Kunkel 

Kana bee 
~~n_n_ --·-

Bean 0'1m 
Hav - Snake 
q;ce Creek 
Tozier Creek 

"lri 0ht 
-~--if} Elon 

Corinna 
Hoglund 
Kna rm 
r.1a lard i 
~1:a n 1 e 
Otseqo 
Suconnix 
Swartout 
Hood l an-:! 

Sherburne 
-- Freemont 

Sticknev 

Isanti 
--i\th-ens 

Crooked Road 
Dobe 
Maraet 

COUMTY ANQ UNIT 
Li ncofo-~-- ----
-.l\°1 to n·a 

81 u e - t1I i n g 
Bohemian 
Bno'ne 
Bosoue 
Ch~in-0-Slouqhs 
Chen Bay 
Christine 
Clare Johnson 
Coll aris 
Coon Creek 
Doa Leq 
Emerald 
Hendricks 
Ho0e 
Ivanhoe 
Menando 
Pantano 
Pa to · 
Pl a. t vr hnc hos 
Ponoski 
Pothole 

l\C ;{ES 

120 

80 

49 

36 

40 
80 

48 

9 
47 

7 

qE'~ION 8 
-----.-·-..----

,l\CRES . 

11 
40 

7 
58 
54 
80 

18 
35 
40 
80 

40 
40 
52 
40 

100 
20 
40 



COUNTY L\ND UM IT 
G ·n-co-1n ·(conT.1-
--~Tc-h2~~d- ~r.- -bcfrAr 

Rost 
Shoakntan 
Sioux Prairie 
Snkota 
Ten Sloughs 
T11.fo s 1 OU<JhS 

Lvon 
~~l\ini ret 

ll.ythva 
· Bosque 

Brakke 
Coon.Creek 
El mer 14e 1tz 
Furoamme 
Gabriel Anderson 
Gad1,11a 11 
Giese 
Good Medicine 
Green Valley 
r,reenhead 

.Hope 
l1acobson 
Lyons 
~·1eadow Creek 
Prairie 
Rinqneck Ravine 
Rock 
Ro 11 i nq Hi 11 s 
Sehr Wasser 
Sham 
Shelburne 
Sioux Prairie 
Sodus 
Sora 
S.E. Clifton 
Tory 

Rerh1ood 
--·Aarci\io, f 

Acclivous 
Cerlar Rock 
Charlestown 
Cvto 
Daub's 
Eider 
Faxvoq 
Gales 
Klabunde 
Johnsonvil 1 e 
Lamberton 
Luescher - Barnum 
1·,1amenaa 
~ohlik 
Sandv Slouqh 
1;Jestline 
Yt3k 

.l\CRES 

100 
54 

~'27 

40 

10 

142 

21 
43 

40 
44 

34 
22 
29· 
80 
16 
80 

92 
68 

11 
23 

68 
80 
25 
40 

15 

40 

10 

40 
60 

100 
60 
80 
24 . 

100 
2'1 
7 
8 

23 
7 

COUNTY AND UNIT rro-e s Ton A--·-·-- ------ ---··--- -- . - -
,l\ 1 tona 
Rurke 
Ho 11 a nr1 
Pit 
Troy 
Van Beek 
Winter 

~-1urray 
--,_'\voca 

Badqer 
Berqman 
Chandler 
County Line 
Current 
Des rfoi nes 
Devils Run 
Dovra 'i 
Fenmont 
Great Oasis 
Haberman 
Hjermstad 
I rru f)t ion 
.Juli a 
Larson 
Leeds 
Lrnwille 
r.lelchior 
Nelson 
PhelF1n 
Ruthton 
Sarah - Mason 
Shetek 
Tutt 
'lan Eck 

Cotton111oori 
- Ba rils ___ _ 

Bennett 
Cotton - Jack 
Delft 
Expand ere 
Hiqhviater Creek 
Julia 
Reohr 
Ta lcot Lake 
Voit 
Winkler 

Nobles 
·-·-BTCie-·1 ov1 

Einck 
Groth 
Fulda 
Herlein - Rotte 
Kinbrae 
Peterson 

ACRES -- ~----· 

12 
45 
15 
12 
50 
11 
7 

2'5 
10:) 

16 
6 

101 
36 
80 
13 
21 . 
4 

26 
38 

8 
30 
40 
13. 
19 
40 
50 
74 
19 

10 
19 

38 

27 

150 
34. 
20 

20 
26 
18 
20 

100 
9 

66 
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COUNTY A.\m UNIT 
Jac_k_son··--~- - -· ---
--8-oot r2-0 

Cottrrn - ~Jack 
Cross~ 
Illinois 
Laurs · 
L i.ttl e Sioux 
~·1i nneota 
P~velko 
Pletz - Klima 
Sa nrt 1 
SiotJX V<tll ev 
Skunk 
Summer's 
1·1i nk l er 

COIJ~ITY .AND UN IT S11>Tev-·---- --·----
-r\ffsboro 

Faxon 
Indian 
Tyoha 

Bro,,-m 
8ashat11 

Emerson 
~~ull iaa n 
Rosenau Lambrecht 
Terri 

Ni col 1 P.t 
-sei,./-eY-

L ittl e 
RHqlev 

Le Sueur ··-Factor 
lltta1:1a 
St. Thomas 
Sheas 

1~1a to n1\la n 
- Mullfr:lan 

f{erwhr 
Voss 

Blue Earth --8o-rn- -- --
Ln.s t 
Rusli 

'·· 1nsec~ 
--!Jr-if t () n 

Lind rp_li st 
~foo nn. n 
Senn - q;ch 

1 ?7 

ACRES · 

60 
80 
22 
40 
40 
40 
80 
18 
10 
41 
40 
40 
37 
40 

qEr, ION 9 

.l\CRES 

27 
10 
80 

62 
72 

100 

100 

15 

10 

33 
16 

C0U!HY AND UNIT 
Ha t::rrr;--------
--c~ro h 

Cevl on 
Des 8~lt 
Ertst Chain 
Hilriendorf 
Is 1 and 

. Mi no'.'·la 
Perch Creek 
Wt~ 1 come 
l-Ji 11 m1 Creek 

Faribault 
-i=eTber:;-- Stencel 

Smith 
Wa 1 nut 

C0UMTY ANn UNIT r{ i c_e _______ _ 

-r,0~vd 
Mi lest 

l1labasha 
-i:rc--ca-r th v 

Zumbro 

Stee 1 e· 
-1\1\/ron Buel 01/1 -

Dodqe 
--~Vorce 

~·.Ji nona 
- Wh i te\·Ji1 ter 

Freeborn 
-HaITrs-

La nda as 

~.1m,1er 

-~Rerl Cedar River 
Zimbrick 

COUNTY AND umr A no ka _____ --
---Bethe 1 

Carver 
--~~s--sl.1innt ion 

Waconia 

ACRES 

80 
29 
43 

40 
16 . 

lOD 

50 

80 

RF.GI'lN 10 ----·----·· -- ·-

40 
40 

120 

45 

5,000 

REnION 11 

.ACRES 

40 



c nu ~·JTY AN;) u NIT 
s~co-fr--· -·- · ·~-----
-· ·1~--r-n; t z 

Mahonev's 
St. Patrick's 

On kn ta 
-t~ffail 

Chub 
. Gores 
Greenvale 

ACRES 

43 
40 
12 

100 
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Regional Geographic Distribution 

Devel_ooment Regions 

l 

...., 
c. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

TOTALS 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS 

Acres 

7,105 

1,220 

2,236 

388 

3,515 

596 

4,767 

768 

5,245 

235 

---
26,075 ac 

Dollars l) 

572, 150 

152,500 

346,400 

48,500 

615,125 

64,500 

819,525 

134 ,400 

911,875 

36,125 

------
$3, 701, 150 

1). These figures represent total ra1i1: land costs based on 1974 clol lars. The 

total Wildlife program of $5 million includes land inflation and administrative 

overhead costs. 
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1975-77 

ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

for 

FISH RIES 

Objective 

ACQUIRE 3,180 ACRES ADJACENT TO MINNESOTA'S LAKES 
AND STREAMS TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE FISH POPULATIONS. 

Total Cost 
"$1 '000 '000 
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FI SHER I ES LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAr~ 

.The proposed acquisition needs for fisheries in the next two years represents 

about 13 percent of the total needs in terms of acreage and about 18 percent in 

terms of cost at present value. The Section of Fisheries now has land control 

on atout 26,500 land acres including headquarters and hatchery sites. Included. 

in this total are 177 northern pike spawning sites, 54 roughfish control sites 

and 174 miles or 17,000 acres along trout streams. Total land costs to date have 

been $511 ,500. The land control is a combination of 1) ownership by fee title, 

2) perpetual easement rights and 3) short term easements for the token sum of 

$1. 00. 

The acquisition proposed in this 2-year schedule calls for buying 2,304 

acres on 60 trout streams, 704 acres at 44 sites for northern pike propagation 

and 171 acres at 114 sites for roughfish control by traps and barriers. 

The proposed trout stream easement program is statewide except that many of 

the streams in southeastern Minnesota vtill be included in the Memorial Hard1tmod 

Forest Acquisition Program. Therefore, the needs for fisheries (44 streams) for 

that part of the state are not listed here. There are about ll,90 designated 

trout streams in Minnesota comprising approximately 1,950 miles. Approximately 

1,200 miles are in northeastern Minnesota, about 280 in the southeast, about 100 

in east-central, about 180 in central and 150 in north and west-central. Another 

40 miles are scattered outside these general areas. 

Approximately 500,000 man-hours of fishing effort occurs on the trout streams 

annually. Brown, brook and rainbow trout are the primary species managed and 

fished for. Brown trout are the most prominent in southeastern Minnesota where 

increased management effort has shown gains according to fishermen interests and 

results. The upper reaches of the northeastern streams are highly productive . 

for brook trout. The main portions of these streams supply rainbow (steelhead) 



and brown trout fishing where runs from Lake Superior occur. Important work is 

to improve these streams by modifying impassable falls to allm'' migration for 

spawning and to add in-stream structures to improve both productivity and 

fi shabil ity. 

The northern pike, in many respects; is the most valuable of Minnesota's 

game fishes. It accounted for about 30 percent by weight and 10 percent in 

numbers of all fish c~ught according to the statewide census of the 1950's. 

The northern pike is distributed all over Minnesota. It can be caught by 

inexperienced fishermen, is a strong fighter and will bite when the walleye 

doesn't. Because of its high exploitation rate and because its spawning areas 

are restricted to marsh-like surroundings in danger of development by man, it 

is impoftant that a strong acquisition program be maintained.-

It was estimated that there were 73,000 seasonal homes on Minnesota's 

lakeshores in 1960, an increase of 70 percent over 1950; and by 1975 there 

would be 181,000 or an increase of 150 percent over 1960 (projection from MORRC 

Staff Report No. 4, 1965). 

An important activity in roughfish control_ is the installation of fish 

barriers and traps at strategic locations on watershed streams. Acquisition, 

usually by small land units of from 0.5 .to 1.5 a.cres is needed for installation 

and maintenance of these sites. In.addition to ·providing control by denying 

access to spawning areas and game fish lakes, roughfish barriers provide a 

permanency to the effectiveness of lake rehabilitation projects. 

Emphasis on roughfish control has been placed in the west-central and 

southern areas of the state. These are the areas with habitat most subject to 

the adverse affects of roughfish. 

An intensive control program under an RC&D Program (Resource Conservation 

Development) is planned for Douglas, Grant and Pope counti~s. Natural Resource 

managers and Soil Conservation Service personnel have chosen sites for acquisition 
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and development of control structures (traps and barriers). The Viking Sports· 

men's Club and the local county boards are also participating .. An environmental 

impact assessment has been sent to the Federal S.C.S. office. It is anticipated 

that approval will be given thus enabling a 50 percent cost participation from 

federal funds. 

In summary, the loss of a few trout streams, northern pike spawning areas 

and sites for roughfish control structures might be inevitable with man's 

conflicting interests. The loss of a substantial number, however, by not 

safeguarding them by acquisition or easement would be a betrayal of the public 

trust placed in our resource agency. 
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Trout Stream:; - Fee Title or Pernetual Easr.ment 

Rerdon 2 
flsfre°Am in Econ. Reg. 1) 

Mud Creek - Clearwater County 
Sucker Brook 
Battle River 
Clearwater River 
Hoover Brook 
Straioht ~iver 

ll II 

Beltrami County 
II Ii 

ll 11 

Hubbard-Becker Co. 

Reqion 3 
r2Y of fhe fo i 1 owi nq) 

Silver Creek 
Knife River 
Sucker River 
French River 
Lester River 
Cross River 
Temoerance R. 
Onion River 
Rollins Creek 
Ponlar ~iver 
Lutsen Creek 
Jonvick Creek 
Deer Yard Creek 
Indian Camo Creek
Cascade River 

Deadhorse Creek 
Elbow Lake Creek -
Sori nq Creek 
Toad River 

Reqi_o_Q_2 

Corv Brook 
Bord en Brook 
Bunqo Creek 
Farnham Brook · 
Olson Brook 

~~g_J_()~ ___ l_l 

Rro•1tns Creek 
Eanle Creek 
Kenalevs Creek 

Lake County 
St. Louis County 

II II 

II II 

11 II 

Cook County 
II II 

II . II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II · 

II II 

II II 

II II 

Becker County 
II II 

II II 

II II 

Cass County 
II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

Washington Countv 
Scott County 
Dakota County 

r.1ead ow Creek 
O'Brien Creek 
Bemis Hill Creek 
To!11ato Creek 
Cold Creek 
Ka bekona qi ver 

Cutface Creek 
Fall q;ver 
Devils Track R. 
Durfee Creek 
Kimball Creek 
Kadunce Creek 
E.Colvill Creek 
Brule River 
Mvhrs Creek 
Flute Reed River 
Carlson Creek 
Farouhar Creek 
S~lit qock River 
Manitou River 
Beaver Creek 

Felton Creek 
Bad Bov Creek 
Schermerhorn ck. 
Lengby Creek 

Ponular Creek 
Round Creek 
Stonev Brook 
Whittevs Creek 

- Reltrami County 
II II 

Roseau County 
- Lake Of The Woods 
- Hubbard County 

II II 

- Cook County 
II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II fl 

II II 

fl II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II .II 

- Lake County 
II Ir 

11 II 

- Becker Count.v 
Mahnomen Countv 

II II , 

Polk County 

- Cass County 
ll II 

II II 

" II 



, "JC. 

fj5_he_rj_e:___s __ ~~<;~Y_i2i t i_Q_D_f.r_1.g_rj! i t:':_?_2__1_97_?_-:ll_ 

N 0 rt }1 _er !1. ?. J _~ .. 5~ a~~_f!_t_n !l__:~e a_~_ ~a nd -~'-~_s_c _u_~ _? _Lte s 

MaDle Lake 
Ida.Lake 
L'-?Hnr.im0 Dieu Lk. 
Andre·,., Lake 
Pikerel Lake 
Hall Lake 

Reaion 6 

- Douglas County 
Ii II 

II II 

'I II 

Otter Tail Countv 
If II It 

nz- -o-rth e f 011 m·li ng ) 

Dunns Lake - Meeker County 
Erie Lake II II 

Francis Lake !I II 

lJenni e Lake II II 

Lonq Lake II II 

:·1; nne Belle Lake JI II 

Rinlev Lake II II 

Star Lake ll II 

Biq .S1·1an Lake ii 11 

Reoion 7 
rsl£-6T.t he fo 11 owi na ) 

Kroon Lake 
r,oose Lake 
Lorv Lake 
Lonq Lake 
Fannie- Lnke 

~~-9J?Jl3_ 

Lake Shaokatan 
Cotton'-1Jood Lake 
Ha 11 Lake 

- Chisan.o County 
·- II II 

- Isanti County 
ll II 

ll II 

- Lincoln County 
Cottonwood County 

- Martin County 

Region 9 
Tf f\,-e of _the f o 11 owi nq) 

Jefferson Lake - Lesueur County 
Lake Emil .Y II II 

Lake Sakatah II II 

Clear Lake II 11 

L:J ke Volnev II II 

Cannon lake II JI 

Steele Lake II. II 

Biq McDonald Lk. - Otter Tail County 
Bad Medicine L~ke- Becker County 
l it t l e 3 em i d i i Uc . - 11 11 

, 

Eaql e Lnke 11 11 

Ice Crackina Lake- 11 11 

Ida Lake n 11 

Hook lake 
Marion Lake 
Stahl is Lake 
Swan Lake 
Andrew Lake 
Eagle Lake 
Florida Lake 
Biq Kandi vohi 

Skoqman la ke 
Ann~Lake 
Sand Lake 
Sturgeon Lake 
El bow lfl ke 
Poke11ama Lake 

St. 01 af Lake 
Reeds Lake 
L<-lke Elysian 

- Mcleod County 
II II 

II II 

II II 

- Kandi yo hi County 
II II 

II II 

" II 

- Isanti Countv 
Kanabec County 

- Pine County 
II II 

II II 

II II 

- Waseca County 
II II 

ll 11 



Reqion 11 
·nr·oTthe- fol 1 owing) 

Coon Lake - Anokr:t Cnuntv 
E. Ti"dn Lake II II 

Bass Lake - Hennenin County· 
Eagle Lake ll II 

Ham Lake II II Fi sh Lake II If 

Peltier Lnke II II 

Lake Waconia Carver County 
Lonci La.ke(2 lakes)- II II 

Medicine Lake II II 

Minnewashta II II Lake Minnetonka II II 

137 



.8_9_~.9-~~_i_s._'.~- ~_g_n!~r.Ql - Traoni nq and Barri er Sites 

Re<Jion 4 
\7r-r)FThe fo 11011i ng) 

Cor1n0rant L·ake Chain - f1eck~r County 
Clitherall Lake Otter Tail Countv 
Graham L0ke 
East Rattle Lake 
West Battle Lake 
Eaale Lake 
South Ten nile Lake 
Rush Lake 

II II 

II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

Ida Lake Douglas County 
L0bster Lake (3 sites)- 11 11 

Jessie Lake 
'lictori;i Lake 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Chinpewa Lake(3 sites) II 

Ki ehne Lake II II 

Unoer Lakes of ~~atershed " II 

Mina Lake 
Rlachte11 Lake 
A ndre1·1 
Marv Lake (4 sites) 
Minister Lake 
Lonq lake (2 sites) 
Little Chinnewa Lake 
Sto~·1es Lake 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II 

II II 

Osc~r Lake (2 sites) 
LeHornme Dieu Lake (4)

II 

ll 

II 

II 

Irene Lake 
Mina Lake 
L:}toka L1ke 
Pocket Lake 
Burgan Lake 
Soruce Lake 

II 

ii 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Carlos Lake (2 sites) II II 

Crooked Lake 

~er.ti on 6 

Camohelle L:tke 
Winsted Lake 
Stahlis Lake 
Clear Lake 
Crow River,S.Fork 
Dunns L~ke 
Hoff Lake 
Lonq Lake 
RinlAv L;ike 
Str:ir Lnke 
Co 11 i m·mod !:..ct ke 
La kr. Efllma 
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II II 

- Mcleod County 
II II 

II II 

- Siblev County 
- ~·1eeker Countv 

II II 

II If 

" If 

II II 

II II 

- ~eeker-Wright Co. 
- t1:ri 0ht County 

Round Lake 
Solberq Lake 
Quam Lake 
Hu bred Lake 
Stowes ~ Hunt Lakes 
Charlie, Louise Lakes 
Moses Lake·. 
Vermont Lake 
Mi 1 tona Lake 
,Jessie Lr\ke 
Freeborn Lake 
Heg<J Lake 
Wildlife Are;:i 
Union Lake 
Thomnson Lake 
Torstenson Lake 
Olson·Lake 
Louise Lake 
Ee ho Lake 
Grant & ''lill Lake 
hlolf .& Mill Lak0s 
Rerf Rock Lake 

- Douglas County 
:1 It 

It II 

II ll 

II II 

II ll 

II II 

II Ii 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II fl 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

Venus Lake 
Minister-Nelson Lakes -

II 

II 

II 

II 

Osterberg Lake 
Reno Watershed, 

Chinoewa qiver 
EricksP.n Lake 
~1c Iver La k e 

LaY-e Mary 
Hendricks Lake 
Green Lake 
Little Kandivohi 
Otter Lake 
Rice Lake 

Lake 

- Pone Countv 

II ll 

II II 

II II 

- V!rioht Countv 
Linc o 11111 Countv 

- Kandivohi Cou~tv 
II II 

II II 

- StAarns Countv. 



Ro_u2h_fi_?h_ ~0Jl:t!2J - TrappinCJ and Barrier Sit% - cont·inued 

~enion 7 

~oose Lake 
Comfort Lake 
~11eande.r Lake 
Krans Lake 

Lake Denton 
Lonq Lake 
Currant Lake 
Fox Lake 
Amoer Lake 

- Chisago County 
II !I 

!I II 

- Isanti County 

- Lincoln County 
- Watonwan County 
- Murrav County 
- Martin Countv 

11 11 

D • 9 ,,~g_l_O_r)_ . 
T9 of the following) 

Madison Lake 
Duck Lake 
Ballantvne Lake 
Eagle Lake 
Bass Lake 
Horseshoe L21ke· 
Greenleaf Lake 
Steele Lake 
Fish Lake 
~errnan Lake 
Clear Lake 

Reoion 11 

- Blue Ear th Countv 
II II II 

II ll ll 

II II II 

- Faribault Countv 
- Lesueur County 

II I! 

II II 

JI II 

II II 

11 ti 

n:--o-r The fol lowi.nq) 

Lotus Lake - Carver County 
Lake r1innewashta II Ii 

Rilev Lake II II 

Schutz Lake II II 

Lake Hasserman II II 

".l\nn Lake - Kanabec County 
Fish Lake II II 

Pokegama lake - Pine County 

Washington Lake - L~Sueur County 
Circle Lake - Rice Countv 
Fox Lake 11 11 

Sen Shields _Lk. 11 11 

lake Minnetonka 
Bass Lake 

- Hennepin County 
II I! 

II · II Lonq Lake(2 lakes) 
Bone Lake - Washington County 
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Regigna l Geographic Di strH)uti on 

FISHERIES SITES 
··.'·.' 1 

:· :~:. ·"'~~·· 

Development Regions Acres Dollars l ) 
--· 

1 

2 768 115,200 

3 864 235,800 

4 586 117 '200 

5 288• 57,6CO. 

6 219 43,800 

7 106 21,200 

8 55 11,000 

9 95 19 '000 

10 

11 198 79,200 

---

TOTALS 3,179 ac $700,000 

1) These figures represent total raw land costs based on 1974 dollars. The 

total fisheries program of $1 millfon includes land inflation and administrative 




