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The \\.ork111c11\ Compc11salio11 Commission consists of tliree Commissioners, car·h appointed l,y the 
Cc. ,'rnor for a tnm of si:-,;, \Tars. with the .. Hhice and co11sc11t of the senate. Tlw l<'rn1s of the 
Cnrn111issiorwrs c:-,;,pirc .lt two y;•ar interrnls. The present mcrnhcr:-; of the Conunission and their dates of 
appoi11lm1·11ts arc ,is follo,\·s: 

James Pomush, Julv L lf)69 
Bernard Dinrwr, Sc.ptcmbcr l, 1971 
Charles C. Rcisd1eL November B, l 973. 

The Workmen\.; Com1wnsation Commissioners previously administered tlw Workmen's Compens~ition 
Law of ~linncsoia as m·ll as othn Divisions of tlie Industrial Connnission. Eff<~ctive Julv l, 1967 lht· 
1ndl!strial Commission ,n1s aholislied and the Department of Labor and ln1lustry ereaicd under lhc 
supenision of a Commissioner of Labor and lndustry who supervised and administered all ollicr 
departments formerly under the Industrial Cominission with the exception of Ilic Division ol' Workmen\; 
Comprnsalion whid1 remained under supervision, administration and control of the \Vorkm<·n's 
Compensation Commjssion. By Chapter 388, Laws of Minnesota 1973 the Divi:::ion of Workmen's 
C1"npcnsation as of \by 19. 197:3 was created by statute within the Department of Labor and Industry for 
tht· 1n1qwses of administering the W orkmcn 's Compensation Law, and the ,V orkmcn \; Compensation 
Cerni mission was cstal)Jishcd as a separate app<'latc trilrnnal. Thus the Comm i:-sioners of the \V orkrncn 's 
Compensation Commission were lcrt ·with only appclatc jurisdiction and rnle making powers. 

DUTIES OF THE CQ_\J \I1SSI00l 

In addition to prescribing rules of practi,·c and procedure in cooperation wilh the Commissioner of the 
D cpartmen t of Labor and Industry, the Corn mission as a body hears ca:-:es which are appealed from the 
findings and determination of the, conq>c11:-,ation judges. It also, .. nnong other duties, considers and .. 1cts on: 

appeals from orders or motions of the cornpensation judg<'s or of tlw Workmen's Compensation 
Division 
pd it ions to vacate awards or decisions 
petitions to take additional testimony 
petition:-; for rcargumcnt 
st ipulatio11s for ;o:ctflcmcnts where a hearing on appeal is waived or where the mat tcr is remanded from 
the Sup:Tmc Court for (·<rnsideration of a stipulation for :-;cl Llement. 
orders la\ing nc<-cssary costs and disbursements 
cirders fi\:ing and allowing attorneys, fees 
orders of a mis(·ellancous nature on cases on appeal as rcquire(l. 

Tlw Cornrni:--sio11 also cldcrmincs benefits payab!(' under the "Good Samaritan Lmv'', Chapter 2--l-B. Set·. L 
Laws of \IinnesoL.t 197:L E\:ccpl for review on appeal h; the Supn·me Court, the decisions and orders of 
the Commission arc the final dt:tumination of tlw right:-;, dutir:-;, IT:-pnnsiliilitic;-:; and entitlement to bcm·fih • 
allow1'.d or denied under the Workmen':-, Conq)c11satio11 Law of \'Ji1mesota. 

Each dcci."'ion made by tlie C01nmissio11 is lypc-,vrillcn and sch forth the ultimate facts and spt't·ific 
lwtwfi l;-; al lowed or den icd. E,1<'11 dcci:-.;ion 1i~1s at L1clicd a wri tlcn opinion gfrin~ .the facts of I he cast', l he 
i."'>tw..; in di:-qll1l<', tlw law ~1pplicahlc. and dw r~1tion~ilc or rca;-;011s for tl,c dc!C'nnination or decision m,ttk . 
. \ 1hTi.;ion i;-; pr<'p~11Td i11 rough dral'l l>y lhc Coin missioner lo vvlwr.n the <'a,:-;c 1s initially a.-;:-;igned and is then 
1·irn1L1frrl to llw other Connni:-:.-;ioncr,:-;. All of ll1e 'Commissioners read the tran~;cript of tlic rc(·ordcd 
k:~lirn\il i \.: rcvinv I I 1c c\.li ihil:-: int rod ll<'.<'.d i 11 cvidcn(T ~ revinv Ii rid.-; ,md arg;u men t of co1rn.-;cL and ccrn.<idcr 
l !w n1 cl ii ;T on t lie f,il'!:,; and ti 1e law appl i,·,1hl c as rc;-:carclwd by thc·n1.. Each Cunrn1 issioncr ci I lwr a~1Tcs \\it Ii 
t lir ,. i r,·u I at<-d dr;1 :·,_ : d. l lie pro pos(·d dc('.i.-;ion, s11gg:cst;:.; modi l'ica t ions, or writ 1·s ;1 separate or d is:--l'll tinµ: 
opii1iou. In ollwr ,·,::;l's the Comrni:..:::-;iuncrs ('onl'n <Jll t!H' d-c<'i:-;ion where rwcc.-;~;ary. The decision:-; i.!IT .{!wn 

pn-parcd in finJI furnt and :-;1in~d t1pon the parties. 



C~1....:c:-; \vliich cstaldi:-dt ti('\V l,1w or 1nodify c:--:isting law or pr<'ccdcnl arc pri11tc1L p1d,lislwd c1t1d i11dn,·d, 
aml • distril,1t1cd to la\v schools, law liliraric . .:;, courts, and al torrwys. Otlwr d1·1·i . ...:io1J...: <11-c t!\ iLildf' i1t 
mimeographed form for interested p~ir!ics a;-; well as f'or Comp,,nsation sU1ff. Orcln . .:; on niolions and 
petitions arc issl!cd in similar fashion, altho11gh 110L generally prq>arcd for \vidc di.c;lrilJUtio11 unl,,:--:s llicy 
establish nc,v prcceden l or policy. 

WORKLOAD OF THE COi\L\USSION AND PERSONNEL 

The work load of the Commission is extremely heavy, as illustrated by the following comparison of 
decisions made: 

Fiscal Period 

Yetir Enclii 1 g 6/30/72 
Year Ending 6/30/73 
Year Ending 6/30/74 

AppeaL Filed 

252 
319 
256 

Decisions of Commis::;ion 

194 
206 
26-1 

Tlw full significam'.<' of tlw figures abon~ i:-; more c\·ident with lhe information and understanding that hvo 
d;_1ys prr 1veek are spenl hearing .. qipcttb; only tl1e halance of time is available for reading t1:an:-:cripts, 
reviewing exhibits, arguments and briefs of counsel, and preparing decisions, or other work of tlw 
Commission. The above figures do not reflect the Commission's consideration of -1-84 cases in 1973 
involving petititions, motions, and settlc'.ments, with resulting dcei:::;ions and orders theron. Although exact 
fi~u 1-es arc not m nil.ti de, tli<' 11t1111 I wr of :-iucl1 ma l tcrs in 197 4 is estimated to have equaled or e:\ceecled 19 73 
fi;:,u res. Tim c of [ he Com 1ll ission and it,...; SC('n'l .. 1ri<'s is abo spcn t in con:-;idering, issuing, and preparing orders 
,\ Itich allow costs and disl>msnncnts on e,tcli decision and issuing other ex parte orders which require no 
lic .. 1ring but im olvc a siz;ihlc time <·omrnitlrncn t. 

The legal secretarial "ork involved for the Commis:-;ion, in maintamrng files on appeal, handling 
correspondence and icfrplw11e ccdl-::, rough-drafting and preparing final decisions and orders of the 
Corn 1:tissio11, scn·illg d<·ci:jiulls and orders on parties, preparing proof of service, recording data, taking· 
didi1_! i()ll, .md perform i11g ollier general du lie:-; ncce;-;sary to the Commission's activities is too heavy for the 
two .-\_,nctari<'s n;-;sig1H'd. Tlie work Joad is increasing ~teadily as the Commission's load increases. To enal>le 
~lw Cnrnrni;-;~ioll to adccpiatcly disclwrgc ils dl!tie.-; and responsibilities there should be at least three legal 
S<'<·1Ttarie~, 01w for each Conrn1i,...;sioncr. This has been required in accordance ,viLh the provisions of ,1.s. 
175. Ull, Cliapln 3BB, Law::; of :\linnesola l <J7J. Adequate cquipmenl and ::;upplies to ::;upport C{)mmission 
i.tdi, itic;:: have .. d:..;o lwrn n'qucsled ebcwhcre. ] l is essential tlwl thc::;c be promptly furnished to the 
Commi::;::;ion ,1:-:; contcmplalnl and prcscribccl by the reorganization previously mentioned. 




