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Diagram of initial cut.

Cut all the way to the bottom of the rib cage. At this 17. Now you should have a cleaned animal. Lift the
point, the knife will meet the sternum. deer by the front legs and let the cavity drain. Or tip

the deer over on its stomach keeping the head and
The sternum is a very white bone. Do not cut into it. shoulders higher than the rest of the animal so it
Instead cut to one side where the ribs attach. The will drain by itself.

bone is soft here. You may have to straddle the deer
and cut upward. Never cut towards yourself, but
towards the deer’s neck. If the deer’s head is to be
mounted, stop cutting just at top of the brisket. If
not, cut up to the neck. If the deer is to be dragged
far, don’t cut up to the neck—stop at the brisket
until you get to camp. This will help keep dirt out.

Reach inside and grasp the windpipe. Pull it out
and cut off as high up as possible. This may mean
cutting in close quarters, so be careful not to injure
yourself.

Now pull out the windpipe, lungs, and heart. If you
intend to save the heart, cut it free and putitina
plastic bag. You should have a bag for this purpose.

Cut one side of the diaphragm loose from the rib
cage, being careful not to puncture the paunch.

Roll the deer on its side, roll out the stomach, then
cut the other side of the diaphragm. This frees all
the entrails.

Grasp the lower intestines inside the body cavity
down by the hams and pull carefully but firmly—
don.'t jerk. Pull out the lower gut, bladder, penis/ Mounted white-tailed deer trophy. Know how to
vaginal tract, and rectum. properly field dress a trophy buck so you do not ruin
the cape. e
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A safe hunt requires more than a basic knowledge of
firearms. The hunt itself needs to be planned in a way that
eliminates risk. Beginners, especially, need careful guid-
ance and direction from experienced hunters.

To prevent an accident:

First, scout the area you plan to hunt. Be certain everyone
knows the location of buildings, roads, and other places
people may be.

Discuss what is meant by the rule, “be sure of your target
and what is beyond.” Explain why shooting in the direc-
tion of a road or over a hill top is especially dangerous.

Second, position hunters to be certain each knows their
safe zone of fire. Caution beginners that whenever there is
any movement or sound, their first thought should be that
it is another person.

Explain too, that a hunter wearing blaze orange can walk
ough a cedar swamp, a pine plantation, or a corn field,
and not be visible at all.

Third, agree that everyone will load only when in position
and sure of their safe zone of fire. Take extra planning
time and precaution if you are attempting to drive deer.
Cornfields can be especially dangerous.

Fourth, remind each other to keep the safety on and the
finger outside the trigger guard until after you have shoul-
dered the firearm, and it still looks safe to shoot.

Lastly, and, perhaps, most important, make sure everyone
understands that there’s a lot more to being a good hunter
than shooting game. A good hunter knows how to avoid
the risk of an accident.

lan the Hunt to Eliminate Risk

Watch Where You Shoot

‘%{:33‘1 i //
A /

Know Your Zone of Fire
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Q: When should a hunter put their finger on the trigger?
A: When you shoulder your firearm and it still looks safe to
shoot.




Hunting Safety

Anatomy of an accident

Safety must be part of your white-tailed deer hunting
plan. Hunters should know how hunting accidents hap-
pen. Knowing why hunting accidents happen can help
you develop safe hunting practices. Consider the follow-
ing true story adapted from an article “Anatomy of an
Accident” by Homer E. Moe, Wisconsin Hunter Educa-
tion.

The quarry
Hal was tense as he waited for the buck to approach. He

knew it was a trophy. He knew he would bag it. He just
knew.

There it was! A huge whitetail with a massive rack burst
into view to Hal’s left. He swung his .270 on the buck with
the skill of an experienced deer hunter. He squinted into
the 6x scope. He found the target. He put the cross hairs
on the nose of the bounding buck. He followed it. He
squeezed the trigger....

The preparation

Hal’s opening morning hunt really started much earlier
that fall. Hal had sighted in his rifle at 100 yards. He had
cleaned his rifle and other hunting gear. He had studied
topographic maps of the area. He had even read some of
the hunting regulations. Hal was ready.

Hal had usually gotten his buck...and this year was going
to be special. He had “scouted up” a huge buck just a few
miles from home. He knew where to stand...and where to
put his hunting buddy, Jerry.

The challenge

“Hal,” Jerry had chided that morning, “I feel lucky today.
I'll bet that big buck is mine before noon.” “No way,
buddy,” Hal retorted. “He’s mine—all mine—besides, you
couldn’t hit him anyway!” “We’ll see who get lucky,” Jerry
replied, and their hunt began.

The excitement

“That Jerry has a way of getting under my skin,” mused
Hal, “he sure would like to shoot a big buck...right under
my nose. But I'll get that brush-buster before he gets a
chance to raise his rifle. I'll show him!”

Hal was fired up. He was excited. He felt exhilarated. He
felt lucky. He was lucky. After all, here he was, hunting
with one of the greatest buddies a man could want. They

had grown up together, were classmates all through
school, and had hunted most of the game animals and
birds found in North America.

The partner

Buddies! Hal and Jerry had done it all. They understood
without talking...they knew what each would do in any
hunting situation. They were the epitome of “good
buddy” hunting partners. Hal really enjoyed hunting with
Jerry. Oh, he enjoyed the ball games, the family picnics,
fishing trips, and poker games, too, but deer hunting with
his friends was the greatest!

Hal was ready...about to bag the biggest buck he had ever
seen. His buck—not Jerry’s—not anyone else’s...his.

Hal’s heart pounded as he swung with the buck. His
muscles tightened for the shot...he squeezed... BAM!

The final shot

The shot reverberated across the beautiful valley. The buck
was gone—it was suddenly quiet. Too quiet. “Jerry!” Hal @
called out, his voice quivering as he suddenly realized that
Jerry had been just beyond where he shot at the buck.
“Jerry!” Hal frantically plowed through the blackberry
thicket toward where Jerry had been. Why doesn’t he
answer? “JE-R-R-R-R-E-E-E!” The deathly quiet gave no
reply.

“Jerry must have moved earlier,” Hal thought...but I saw
him just before that other group of hunters pushed my
buck out. Where is he? Where did that buck go? Could I
have? No! That’s not possible..my God...I couldn’t have
shot my hunting partner.. JERRREEEEEE!

Epilogue

The story you have just read is true. The characters are not
fictional, only their names. The shooter was over-excited—
and over-anxious to kill a big buck. He failed to heed the
rule of establishing and following a safe zone of fire. He
fatally shot his hunting partner. A split second of careless-
ness ended a life and caused a lifetime of regret. Competi-
tion, over-anxiousness to bag game, greed; they all kill
more than game. Be sure you and your partners control
your excitement while shooting game. The life you save
could be your own.
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hooting accident narratives :

ationwide, a significant number of gun accidents occur while loading and unloading firearms. In Minnesota, during a 10-year
period, 33 incidents have been recorded that occurred while hunters were either loading or unloading their firearms. Some of
these actual incidents are Iisted below. Determine what could have been done to prevent each of the accidents.

The letter F and N under the casualty column signify fatal and non-fatal respectively. The IetterY and N under the self inflicted column signify
YES and NO respectively.

Loadlng IUnIoadlng Inadents in anesota in a 10-Year Period

Deer
Deer

Deer

Deer
Deer

Deer

Deer

Deer

Deer

Deer

Deer

Deer

Shooter was unloading firearm in a separate room when firearm discharged.
Bullet went through wall and struck victim’s head.

Shooter was unloading rifle when it slipped and the rifle went off shooting the
victim.

Shooter was loading firearm, had one round in chamber, while atterhpting to load
second round. Firearm discharged and bullet went through vehicle and struck
victim in chest.

Shooter was loading lever action rifle. As he chambered a round, the gun dis-
charged hitting his brother in the head

One member of hunting party was tnloading the firearm when it discharged and
struck victim inthe leg. :

Vfctim/shooter was unloading the firearm, manipulating the bolt with his right
hand while holding the rifle in his left hand. Rifle discharged while pointed at his
foot. :

Victim was Idading lever action firearm.While checking firearm, it discharged
striking victim in foot.

Shooter unloading lever action rifle,

Victimand shooter were at the end of a day hunt and stopped to unload the rifles.
S\hooter’s rifle went off and struck victim in the lower left leg.

The incident occurred when hunting party had all returned to camp and were
unloading their firearms. The shooter, while turning one way to look at more deer,
accidently discharged firearm in another direction, striking victim.

Hunting party were unloading firearms preparing to leave an open field. Shooter
was standing in front of victim unloading firearm when flrearm discharged,
shooting victim in left foot.

Shooter was loading his rifle near vehicle when it fired and bullet hit him in the
knee.

These Minnesota incidents clearly show that loading and unloading your firearm at the proper time and place could greatly reduce the risk of
having an incident. All it takes is a movement, a slip or a fall, and a loaded firearm is pointed at someone.
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What can you do to hunt safely?

Discuss with your hunting group how you can plan to
avoid incidents like Hal and Jerry’s. Discuss other situa-
tions that might occur. Listed below are some causes of
hunting accidents. Talk about how to avoid them.

1. Victim out of sight of shooter.

Victim covered by shooter as shooter swings toward
game.

Victim mistaken for game.

Victim moved into line of fire.

Loaded firearm removed from or placed in vehicle.
Loaded firearm discharged in vehicle.

Horseplay with loaded firearm.

Insecure rest; firearm fell.

Shooter stumbled and fell.

Trigger or exposed hammer caught on object.

. Loading or unloading firearm.

. Defective firearm or bow

. Careless handling of firearm.

. Improper crossing of obstacle.

Adopting safe hunting practices

Basic rules of firearm safety

Most hunters have an awareness of safety measures to be
taken when hunting. However, there are some who do
not. Each hunting accident that occurs sends this message:
“hunting is a dangerous activity.” Hunters are responsible
for conducting themselves in a safe manner while hunt-
ing. After reviewing the causes listed above, consider
adopting the following practices.

To prevent hunting accidents, the basic rules to follow
when handling firearms are:
1. Treat every firearm as if it were loaded—even when
you think it is not.

2. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

3. Be sure of your target and what is beyond.

Familiarity with firearms
1. Before you hunt, learn how to operate your firearm
properly and safely. This includes sighting in, pattern-
ing, and knowing its effective shooting distance.

. Practice as often as possible. To become comfortable
and familiar with a gun, it must be used more than
once a year.

. Care for and maintain your firearm. Have a competent
gunsmith check your firearm if you have any doubts
about its condition.
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4. Practice safety at home by storing firearms with open ¢
actions in locked safes. Store ammunition in a locked %
safe in a separate area from the firearms.

. Be prepared for the hunt by getting into and staying in
good physical condition. Be physically prepared for
the type of hunt you plan to take.

. Choose your hunting partners carefully. Camaraderie
among hunting partners makes for an enjoyable hunt.
But an unsafe partner can be deadly.

Firearm safety when traveling

Whether your firearm is being carried in a car, boat, mo-
torcycle, or in any other vehicle, you must follow these
safe firearm handling rules:

1. Be sure the firearm is unloaded.

. Place the firearm in a protective and securely closed
case.

. Position the firearm securely so it will not move about
during travel.

. Be aware of laws and regulations regarding transpor-
tation of firearms for the area you are in or will be
traveling through. Laws and regulations vary from
state to state. %

Hunters should set rules for themselves when loading

and unloading their firearms:

1. Load when you are in position—actually in the woods,
in the blind, or in the stand. Do not load in camp, near
buildings or parking areas, or when in a group.

. Unload whenever you are unable to give your full
attention to controlling the firearm.

. Unload before entering/exiting an elevated stand.

. Unload before approaching landowners, hikers, or
other hunters.

5. Unload before crossing slippery or rough terrain.

. Unload and consider putting your firearm in a light-
weight “stocking type” case before returning to camp,
the parking area, or the highway.

. Unload and case your firearm before transporting in a
motor vehicle.

These basic rules of safety aren’t covered by laws and
regulations. It is up to you to decide the rules of the hunt.
A hunt is safe if you and your hunting partners are safety
conscious. Your actions will determine how others look at
hunting.

¢



afety in the field

Once again, always establish your safe zone of fire,
and insist that your hunting partners do the same. Be
sure you are not in another hunter’s zone of fire.

. Correctly identify your game target. Be sure to see
what is there, not what your mind wants to see. Your
anticipation combined with noise, action, and/or color
can fool your mind. If you are unsure of your target,
don’t shoot. Take time to fire a safe shot.

. Running game shots are not recommenced because the
shot is generally hurried resulting in more potential
wounding and loss. Also, it is very difficult to see
beyond your target and, finally, there is a much greater
chance to ruin the meat.

. Care should be taken when crossing fences. It is safest
to crawl underneath, but not always possible. Fences
can and do break, and can do harm to a trusting
hunter. This is a time to unload, protect the muzzle
from dirt and debris, and either hand over or place the
gun on the other side, away from where you will be
crossing.

5. Never use your scope as a substitute for binoculars.

6. Do not permit horseplay or careless handling of
firearms at any time.

7. Alcohol, drugs, and shooting do not mix. Drugs and
alcohol impair your judgement. It is illegal to hunt
while intoxicated.

. Beware of fatigue. When you become tired, quit
hunting. Fatigue can cause carelessness, clumsiness,
and an inclination to see things that are not there. Any
of these factors can contribute to hunting incidences.

Safe firearms carrying practices

There are several ways to carry a firearm safely and at the
same time have it ready for a quick, safe shot in the field.
Whichever carrying method you use, these basic rules

apply:

1. Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction away from
yourself and others.

2. Keep the safety in the “on” position when carrying a
firearm. Remember that the safety is a mechanical

device and can fail.

. Keep your finger outside the trigger guard until you
have positively identified your target, determined that
it is safe to shoot, raised your firearm to a shooting
position, and determined that it is still safe to shoot.

Common Carrying Positions

Double-hand Carry

Sling Carry

Cradle Carry

Shoulder Carry

Elbow Carry

Trail Carry
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Cold weather a factor in hunting accidents
Cold weather is very much a factor in Minnesota’s hunt-
ing accidents. If we look at the way we hunt, our attitudes
toward the cold, and the effect the cold has on our ability
to think and move, it’s easy to see the connection.

Minnesotans learn to tolerate the cold. We shiver, stiffen
up, and sometimes lose the sense of touch in our fingers
and toes. When we hunt with firearms in Minnesota, we
may tell ourselves that this is how we can expect to feel on

opening day.

Cold causes us to use up energy—blood sugar—faster
(hypoglycemia) and our body temperature drops (hypoth-
ermia). What many hunters fail to consider, however, is
that as this begins to happen we shiver, begin to lose our
sense of balance, and start losing our ability to think
clearly. The risk of dropping the firearm or falling in-
creases. Our judgment begins to fail. We may even forget
to keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

The scary part is that we actually lose our ability to think
and concentrate on what we're doing. Too long in the cold
and a hunter can end up both clumsy and careless. Hypo-
thermia is not limited to below freezing temperatures.
Getting wet on a windy day in 50-degree weather can be
as dangerous as freezing temperatures. Even on a nice,
sunny fall day where a hunter is walking and begins to
sweat, then stops and sits, chills may set in—the begin-
ning of hypothermia.

The ability to resist the cold can vary greatly among
people in a group. A key symptom to watch for is severe
shivering. If you or someone else starts to shiver, that’s the
signal to get warm and dry immediately. Severe shivering
is the “final stage” in which a person still can think clearly
enough to yet help themselves.

Lever action rifles are not for
beginners!

Anyone using a lever action rifle with exposed hammer
must know the ways the firearm can accidentally dis-
charge because this style firearm is most frequently in-
volved in accidents.

When chambering

To chamber a round in a lever action, the lever is moved
forward and then back. The movement of the lever also

@

cocks the hammer. As the lever is moved, the trigger is
fully exposed. If the trigger is hit as the lever is moved Q
back, the firearm will fire!

When placing the hammer at half-cock

A round has been chambered and the hammer is fully
cocked. Unless the firearm is fired or unloaded immedi-
ately, the hammer should be placed in the half-cock or safe
position. To do this, the hammer is held in place with the
thumb, the trigger is pulled, and then the hammer is
slowly lowered.

If the hammer should slip from the thumb as the trigger is
pulled, the firearm will fire! The risk of an accidental
discharge is greater with cold fingers, small hands, and
bulky gloves.

If the hammer is hit or struck

The hammer on a lever action rifle is designed so that it
can be easily cocked. Because of this design, it is also easy
to bump or hit the hammer.

Be aware that a sharp blow to the hammer of a lever ac-
tion rifle can cause the firearm to fire, even when the
hammer is in the half-cock or “safe position.”

When unloading

The first example explained how an accidental discharge
can occur when chambering a round. The same thing can
happen when unloading the firearm. That is because the
tube magazine can be emptied only by chambering and
ejecting each round.

Again, each time the lever is moved forward and brought
back, the hammer is cocked and the trigger is exposed. If
the trigger is hit by the thumb, for instance, the firearm
will fire! Note: newer models of lever action rifles have a
safety that can substantially reduce the risk of an acciden-
tal discharge. (Reminder: A safety is a mechanical device
which can fail.)

Tips for safe use of elevated
hunting stands

Follow these rules to ensure a successful and safe hunt
Make sure you can be found. Map your whereabouts and
leave a note at camp, at home, or in your car. Consider
carrying a cell phone.

* Before you climb (up or down), make sure that you are 4
wearing a safety belt or harness. Know what you shoul$
do if you slip while using a safety device. Never use a
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rope to replace a safety belt. Remove all mud, ice, and
snow from your boots before your climb. Keep at least
one hand and one foot on a secure place when reaching
for the next hold. Step down onto a portable stand.
Clambering up onto it can dislodge it.

Check permanent tree stands every year before hunting
from them and replace any worn or weak lumber before
it breaks. Don’t use old “permanent” wood platforms,
stands or steps. Weather rots wood, and nails become
weak and rusty over time. Nails left in season after
season can work loose as a result of contraction and
expansion caused by rising and falling temperatures.
Before each season, check stress points on all connecting
devices for failures, rust or broken welds. (Permanent
tree stands are not recommended.)

Inspect portable stands for loose nuts and bolts each
time the stand is used. Check straps, cords, belts, and
ropes for rodent or weather damage.

Never carry guns, bows or equipment with you while
climbing. Use a haul line to raise or lower your gear.
Keep gun or bow cased when raising or lowering it.
Never load your gun or nock an arrow until you are
settled into your stand. Always know your target and
what’s beyond. ‘

Read the tree stand instructions thoroughly—seemingly
minor variations between models can mean substantial
differences in how to safely erect the stand.

Test any new tree stand climbing equipment a few
inches above the ground—not high in a tree.

Choose only healthy, living trees when using climbing
devices. Rough-barked trees such as oak and maple are
best. Smooth-barked trees such as aspen (popple) get
treacherously slick in wet or icy conditions. The bark
also detaches more easily from the wood of the tree.

Select a tree large enough to support your weight—
before the season. Some mishaps occur as hunters are
hurrying to set up their stands on opening morning.

Select trees of moderate tape to avoid dangerous adjust-
ments of your stand as you climb.

Be alert for hung-up branches and dead-standing trees
close to your tree stand.

* Screw metal tree-climbing pegs flush to the tree for
secure support and to prevent breakage. (Screw in steps
are not recommended as they are dangerous to use.)

* Ladder stands, strap-on pegs or metal pegs should be
spaced at easy-to-reach intervals. Avoid the need to
make dangerous over-reaches.

¢ Never put all your weight on a single branch.

® Use a connecting rope from tree stand to seat climber.
An attached stand will not fall to the ground if your feet
slide out of the harness.

* If you leave the stand in the tree, cover it with plastic or
an old rug for easy snow and ice removal.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources does not
endorse or encourage the use of a particular brand of tree
stand, safety belt, harness, or climbing device. However,
the DNR does endorse and encourage the use of portable
stands, environmentally-friendly climbing blocks (not
screw-in spikes), full body-leg harness, and placing stands
less than 10 feet off the ground. Ultimately, our goal is to
promote safe and responsible hunting.

Tree stand facts (dangers)

Either you or one of your two hunting buddies will fall
from your tree stand sometime in your hunting lifetime. In
a survey of their readers, Deer and Deer Hunting magazine
(March 1993) found that 37.2 percent of the respondents
indicated that they had been involved in a tree stand fall.
Keep in mind that the fatalities were not able to respond
to the survey. A study done by the United States Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta found that
of those who fell from a tree stand, three percent suffered
permanently crippling injuries and less than four percent
of the falls resulted in death.

You know you have to be careful when using a tree stand
and you have read the tree stand safety tips, so how is
reading more on the topic going to help you? The question
becomes relevant when one considers how quickly the fall
happens, especially when the majority of the accidents (26
percent, according to the Deer and Deer Hunter survey)
indicated that the primary cause was structural failure. All
is well, then, in an instant your equipment fails and you
are on your way to the ground. The question becomes
more real when the survey found instances where very
well trained and experienced hunters were involved in
tree stand accidents. Something has to be done. Constant
reminders and continuing safe tree stand use will help.
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Some of the information that the Deer and Deer Hunting
survey found will help to reduce tree stand accidents.
Table 1 presents the type of stand(s) used by the respon-
dents.

Table |

Deer and Deer Hunting survey responses to the
question: “What type of tree stand(s) do you
use?”

Permanent

56.5
Portable (homemade) 46.7
Portable (commercial) 80.0
Other 6.5

The survey indicated that 72.6 percent of the respondents
owned and used two or more portable

stands. Table 2 indicates that the tree stands were placed
at an average of 16.55 feet.

Table 2

Deer and Deer Hunting survey responses to the
question: “How many feet off the ground do you
usually hunt?”

1-9 feet

10-12 feet 25.7
13-15 feet 31.8
16-18 feet 11.3
19-21 feet 18.3
22-25 feet 6.7
26+ feet 4.2

There are a number of reasons why hunters use elevated
stands. The hunter has better visibility as their line of sight
is above the brush and their field of view is greater. The
hunter is above the normal line of sight of the game. How-
ever, any experienced hunter will agree that animals do
look up. The hunter’s odor may be dispersed further away
from the area. For the gun hunter, shooting at a down-
ward angle allows for a better chance of the ground stop-
ping the bullet. That is, the elevated position is a safety
feature because it gives the shooter a better backstop. For

o

the bowhunter, the angling down shot causes the exit 4
wound to be lower on the animal’s body which increasesié
the chances of a better blood trail.
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A person does not have to fall from great heights to be-
come injured. A fall of less than one foot can cause injury.
It stands to reason that the further you fall, the greater
the chance for more serious injury. Also, the higher a
person has to climb to get to their stand, the more chances
they will have for a mishap. 1999 Minnesota regulations
(always study laws each season to determine the current
regulations) allow permanent stands to be placed at a
maximum of sixteen feet. There is no limit to the height a
portable stand can be placed.

Users of elevated stands need to consider the height they
need to hunt from. In most cases, six to eight feet may be
the best height. At this elevation, hunters will be well
above the underbrush and their eyes will be eleven to
fourteen feet above the ground. Even at these heights, the
eyes may be in the branches and their ability to see may be
restricted. Hunters need to consider what higher stand
height does to their target, that is, the vital area of the ¥
animal. As the animal has greater depth to its body than
width, the higher the hunter climbs, the greater angle of
the shot and the narrower the vital area. This is even more
true for the bowhunter because the arrow does not have
the ability to cause death by shock as a bullet can. Give
yourself the greatest opportunity you can to achieve a
quick, clean kill. The less the angle of trajectory for the
arrow, the greater the exposed vital area.

The Deer and Deer Hunter survey asked the question, “At
the time you fell from your stand, where were you?” (See
Table 3). Getting up to the stand and while on the stand
were the most frequent answers. However, accidents
occurred while leaving and descending the stand also.
“What was the primary cause of your fall?” was another
question asked in the Deer and Deer Hunting survey (See
Table 4). The survey also considered weather factors (See
Table 5).

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) has regulations for workers when they are work-
ing in an elevated situation. One such regulation states
“each employee on a walking /working surface (horizon-
tal and vertical surface) with an unprotected side or edge
which is six feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level shallg
be protected from falling by the use of guardrail systems,™



safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.” One
Table 3 can be assured that for OSHA to issue such a regulation,
extensive testing has been done. When hunting from
elevated stands, hunters can take advantage of OSHA

Deer and Deer Hunting survey responses to the
question: “At the time you fell from your stand

B ' knowledge. They can either place their stand at less than
where were you? . six feet in height or use another system to protect them-
B e selves.

Location  Percent
Ascending to or Wlth The use of a safety belt is considered to help prevent
the st-and 28.8 elevated stand accidents from becoming more serious. The
Entering the stand , 10.1 Deer and Deer Hunting survey asked the question related to
In the §tand 29.1 the use of safety belts. (See Table 6). In the survey, those
Departing the stand ' 9.7 that indicated that they had fallen from a tree or elevated
De.scendlng from, or stand, 16.8 percent indicated that they were wearing a
with the stand 22.3 safety belt leaving 62.8 percent falling without a safety belt
on. 74.5 percent of those wearing a safety belt when they
fell indicated that the safety belt prevented serious injury.
Some of the hunters that responded to the survey indi-
Table 4 cated that a safety belt/harness prevented an accident
Deer and Deer Hunting survey responses to the from happening. That is, hunters lost their balance but
question: “What was the primary cause of your were able to use the tether (strap) holding their safety belt
fall?” to regain their balance. However, other hunters indicated
that they usually used a safety belt/harness but had acci-
_ Caus dents when they forgot to wear the belt and leaned out,

Slipped expecting the belt to hold the. A lesson here, always wear
Fell asleep a safety belt/harness.

Missed a step \

Lost balance It is not a good practice to use the belt/harness as a sup-
Misused tree stand port to lean against when shooting, etc. The previous
Structural failure 23. 0 scenario is an example. Also, hunters reported that parts
Other* 36.0 of the belt/harness failed causing the accident. Always

inspect your equipment before each use.

*Included: branch broke, climber band/arm
slipped, climbing belt broke, climbing spurs
slipped, illness/blackout, etc. Table 6

Deer and Deer Hunting survey responses to the
question: “How often do you use a safety belt
while ascending/descending a tree?”

Table 5
Deer a.nd Deer Hun‘ting survey responses to the ' Always 71
question: “What, if any, weather factors contrib- Usuall 4.8
d to your fall?” Y )
i y ) Sometimes 8.0
Rarely 13.7

Never 66.4
Not a fact ‘

65.7
Cold temps 9.3
Rain , 16.8
Snow 5.5
Wind 2.9
Other 16.1
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Which is safer: a belt or a full body
harness?
Is the safety belt actually safe when

compared to a full body harness?

Responses in the Deer and Deer Hunting survey from indi-
vidual users of safety belts indicated that belts were of
value in many instances. However, a fatality that occurred
in Minnesota indicated that the hunter whose tree stand
collapsed, died from the short fall because of the force of
the safety belt on his mid-section and ribs. The question
remains, would he have survived the twenty-foot fall to
the ground?

A fall when a hunter is wearing a full body harness results
in the pressure of the harness mainly being applied to the
legs. A fall with a safety belt can result in pressure on the
midsection where internal organ damage can occur. The
malfunction or non-function of the organ(s) can cause
death quickly.

OSHA regulations detail how far a worker can fall with
their fall arrest system in place. This distance varies with
the weight of the person. A rule of thumb is that a hunter
should not fall more than twelve inches or the force from
the fall even with a full harness, may be such that severe
damage is done to the body or even death can occur.
OSHA has guidelines for the use of a shock absorbing
system (similar to a bungee cord) to reduce injury.

Full body harnesses designed for hunter use are on the
market today. Hunters that need to hunt from an elevated
stand at a height greater than six feet need to consider a
well-made full body harness. Research the harnesses that
are available and choose the one that you feel will work
the best for you.

As indicated by the Deer and Deer Hunting survey, many
accidents happened while the hunter was getting up into
or climbing down from their stand. Hunters need to wear
a full body harness designed for use while climbing up
into and down from their stand as well as when they are
in their stand.

An option that OSHA allows is a railing on work areas
over six feet above the lower level. Hunters may consider
a proper railing on their elevated stand as a method to
prevent accidents.

There are many different types of stands available for
hunter use. Listed below are a number of stand types and
the advantages and disadvantages of each.

e

Permanent stands

Advantages: Can be large enough to accommodate two
hunters—ideal for mentoring an inexperienced hunter.
Comfortable and safe if built and maintained properly.
Disadvantages: Illegal in many areas, they damage trees,
are highly visible, may invite other hunters. They need
constant maintenance, they are dangerous as they age or
rot. Even newly constructed stands can become quickly
weakened by the movement of the tree they are attached
to.

Self-climbing stands

Advantages: No steps or ladders needed, can climb to
considerable heights.

Disadvantages: Bulky, fairly heavy and hard to carry.
Noisy to erect, require strength and coordination, cannot
be used on trees with low branches. Generally have a
small platform and seat causing them to become uncom-
fortable when used for long periods of time.

Strap on stands

Advantages: Generally inexpensive, easy to carry, fairly
inconspicuous.

Disadvantages: Special steps or ladder needed to reach
high stands, most have no support railing, very small
platforms and seats. If hunter feels insecure, it may affect@
their confidence and concentration.

Ladder stands

Advantages: Easy to erect and climb, safe, and sturdy.
Disadvantages: Generally expensive, heavy and bulky for
relocating, uncomfortable, many have no seat and only a
small platform to stand on.

Tripod stands
Advantages: Good in short brush, can be erected any-
where, easy to climb, generally equipped with railings for
safety, and may serve as a gun rest.

Disadvantages: Expensive, heavy and bulky, time con-
suming and noisy to erect, obvious to other hunters and
game.

Tree-limb stands

Advantages: Convenient, any large horizontal limb may
do, quiet, generally other hunters cannot pinpoint your
location.

Disadvantages: Very unsafe!! Requires large, sturdy limbs,

very uncomfortable, most limbs are slippery when wet,
limbs die and break. é
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Tower Box Stands

dvantages: Good for short brush and fields, protection
rom weather, freedom to move within the stand without
being detected, excellent stand for introducing new hunt-
ers, side walls prevent unexpected falls.

Disadvantages: Need constant maintenance, if no roof,
floors can become slippery and noisy, stairs and ladders
need to be checked and double checked, stairs and ladders
can be extremely slippery when wet, icy, or snow covered.

All stands, whether manufactured or personally made,
can result in an accident if it is not installed and used
properly. Read and follow the directions that come with
your manufactured stand. Do not make alterations on
your manufactured stand. Alterations may affect the
stand’s strength and function. Inspect every stand before
each use. Do not use a stand if you are unsure of its condi-
tion. ‘

Getting into your stand can be as dangerous as being in
the stand. There are a number of methods to get into a
stand. Be sure you understand how a climbing stand
works and heed all warnings issued by its manufacturer.
Ladders tend to be a safe and easy way to get into a stand.
However, caution must be used when using ladders. The
teps may be weak or slippery. In the woods, often times
e ground is uneven and/or softer in one spot than it is
m another, causing the ladder to tip or slide.

Strap or chain-on type steps generally do not harm a tree,
but they must be used according to manufacturer direc-
tions. They can slip and they can fail. Screw in tree steps,
which the user screws into the tree, tend to be very dan-
gerous. Steps that have not been screwed in correctly may
break or fall out when stepped on. The tree may be rotten
causing the step to pull out. Apparently, good steps (de-
fective) have broken. Also, the general design of this type
of step is such that hunters slip and fall resulting in m]ury
as the hunter is caught on lower steps.

Constructiov’n and use of tree
“climbing blocks”

Caution

Using self-made tree “climbing blocks” presents risks to
the user. Here are some tips on constructing and using
blocks in a safe manner. But beware—following these tips
does not mean you will stay safe. Climbing is inherently
dangerous and no one can guarantee your safety. The
bottom line is that caution and “common sense” must be
used at all times. If you construct and use climbing
blocks—even in the manner suggested—you must remem-
ber that you are assuming a risk of falling and suffering
very serious injuries, and perhaps even death. If it seems
too dangerous, don’t do it!

Once the climbing block has been properly constructed,
the block and the attaching rope must be checked before
each use. Once the climbing block has been installed for
use, it must be checked for proper installation. Before the
person using the block places his or her full weight on the
block, they must determine that the block will hold them.
Climbing blocks must not be left attached to the tree over-
night. They must be installed and removed after each
day’s use. They may become damaged by the elements
and/or rodents, etc., if left in the woods. Dispose of any
block that shows signs of weakening and damage.

Top

3N —

grain of wood

Side

A

1"

Cuts used to make climbing blocks.
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Construction of climbing blocks

Refer to the accompanying diagram for assistance in
constructing your climbing blocks. Begin by selecting
treated 4-inch by 4-inch stock that is free of defects and
knots. Defects will cause the block to “give way” during
use. Look for and avoid material that may “split.” Treated
material should extend the useful life of the block.

Two climbing blocks can be constructed with one 45-
degree cut from a piece of 4-inch by 4-inch stock, 16%
inches long. The diagram displays only one block. The
angled cut reduces the weight of the block and makes it
easy for you to properly place the block on the tree. Refer
to the photo for proper placement.

Next drill a one-half inch hole across the grain of the
wood, 1% inches from the top and 1% inches from the tree
side of the block. The hole is located high and off the
center to prevent tipping out when pressure is applied to
the block. Drilling across the grain will reduce the chances
of the block splitting when under pressure.

Ten feet of one-half inch diameter nylon or poly rope is
needed for each block (you will need a longer piece of
rope if you are going to be using the blocks on large diam-
eter trees). Form a loop and tie a knot that will not slip on
one end of the rope, leaving enough space in the loop to
allow the rope to slide easily into. Heat the other end of
the rope to prevent the end from unraveling. Slip the end
of the rope through the hole in the block. Construct
enough blocks for you to safely climb into and out of your
tree stand. Properly store and care for your self-made
climbing blocks.

Use of climbing blocks

Each climbing block must be carefully inspected before
each use. Discard any block that shows any sign of dam-
age or weakness.

Climbing blocks are practical to use with portable tree
stands that can be installed (fastened to the tree) from the
ground. The number of blocks needed will vary depend-
ing on the height the hunter needs to climb. The blocks
need to be spaced close enough to each other that the user
will not need to stretch unsafely to reach the next step.
Extra layers of clothes and cold temperatures need to be
considered when spacing climbing blocks (place blocks
closer together).

The angle of the blocks placement from each other needs
to be considered when placing the blocks on a tree. That
is, the blocks need to be rotated around the tree so as a
user steps up to the next block, it will be positioned so that

Climbing blocks fasten to a tree.

the foot can safely step on the block. The blocks can be too
close or too far apart around the tree for the foot to safely
reach the block. The last block (highest) the user will step
on should be the same elevation or slightly higher than
the tree stand itself. This is so the user can step down into
the tree stand to test its safety before their full weight is
placed on the stand. The reverse is true for the user going
down from their tree stand. The block can be tested before
the user’s full weight is placed on the block.

The block is fastened to the tree by holding the block
slightly above the location the user wants the block to be.
The rope is placed around the tree with the end inserted
and pulled tight through the loop. The end of the rope is
then wound around itself (but not tied in a knot) six or
more times (see photo). The pressure from the weight of
the user will cause the rope to “bind” and support the
block and the user.
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_.Each time a series of climbing blocks is used, the user
| @hould test each block carefully before placing their full
weight on each block.

In the event that the user will be climbing to a height
greater than six feet, a climbing belt/harness must be
used.

Climbing blocks can be self-constructed at an economical
price. Extreme care must be used when constructing and
assembling the blocks. Four to five blocks can be easily
carried to a stand site and safely attached to a tree (assum-
ing the tree stand is installed from the ground by the
hunter). The careful hunter can have a safe and successful
hunt using self-constructed climbing blocks.
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Hunting Behavior

“Shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended to affirm that hunting, fishing,
and taking of game and fish are a valued part of our heritage that shall be forever
preserved for the people and shall be managed by law and regulation for the public

good?”

—Question on the Minnesota General Election Ballot, November 1998

On election day, November 1998, 1,567,844 Minnesotans,
(77.2 percent of those who voted) said “Yes,” that hunting
and fishing in Minnesota are important enough activities
to protect them by including language in the Minnesota
Constitution to do so. Hunters need not be concerned
about their right to hunt, right? 461,179 people on the
same day said “no.” Even with protection from the
amendment, hunters need to be aware that there are those
who oppose the action of hunters and/or are against
hunting. Hunters need to know how to conduct them-
selves to continue to be accepted by the people of Minne-
sota.

People are judged by their actions. How we behave and
how we follow the rules affect other people. Rules are
developed to be followed. As a hunter, you must be aware
of how your personal behavior and activities, as well as
the actions of your companions, will affect others.

When driving a car, we are expected to drive carefully
following the rules of the road. When we play any sport
we are expected to follow the rules of the game. Hunters,
too, are expected to behave responsibly while hunting—to
hunt according to the rules.

Many of our rules are in the form of game laws which are
designed to fulfill one or more of three basic needs:

1. To protect people (hunters and non-hunters) and
property.

2. To provide equal hunting opportunities for all hunters.

3. To protect game populations.

Other rules are unwritten. They are referred to as ethics
and can be defined as a standard of behavior or conduct
that the individual believes to be morally correct.

Usually, if a large number of a population (group of hunt-

ers for example) believes in the same ethic, then they have
it made law by the governing body (the state legislature in
the case of game laws). It is the lack of good ethics on the
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part of a few who call themselves hunters that creates the
need for ethics becoming laws. As laws multiply, so do
restrictions. Such restrictions can lead to excessive control
that spoils hunting.

Because each game species has different, specific habitats,
species that a person hunts may require a special set of
ethics. Therefore, each hunter must develop their own
ethics for the game they are hunting.

Future opportunities to enjoy hunting in Minnesota will
depend upon the hunter’s public image. If hunters are
viewed as “slobs” who shoot up the countryside, vandal-
ize property, and disregard the rights of landowners and
citizens, they will lose the privilege to hunt on private
land and public land as well. However, if an increasing
number of hunters follow the honorable traditions of their
sport and practice a personal code of hunting ethics which
meets public expectations, the future of hunting will be
assured.

A real threat to hunting today is how it is being promoted
and increasingly thought of as a competitive event. The
escalating win/lose fever resulting from competition can
only serve to discourage restrain and encourage risk
taking. Until hunters make it very clear that hunting is not
competitive, as are the shooting sports, there will continue
to be accidents and unacceptable hunter behaviors.

To make hunting safe and place it in its proper perspec-
tive, hunting should most appropriately be though of as a
ritual, or rite. Webster’s dictionary defines rite as “a cer-
emonial or formal solemn act, observance or procedure in
accordance with proscribed rule or custom...” To suggest
that hunting should be a solemn act demonstrates respect.
“In accordance with proscribed rule,” affirms the impor-
tance of learning and following the rules. Through rules,
hunters eliminate unnecessary risk. Risk taking need not,
or should it ever be, a part of the hunting ritual.



efinition of ethics and laws

thics are standards of behavior or conduct which are
considered to be morally right. Ethics begin with an
individual’s standard of behavior. Each individual must
make a personal judgment about whether certain behavior
is right or wrong. If we believe that a specific action is
morally right, then it is ethical for us to act that way.

For example, if a hunter truly believes that it is right to
shoot a duck with a shotgun while it is sitting on the
water, then it is ethical for that particular hunter to do so.
The hunter behavior is consistent with their personal code
of ethics. If, however, a hunter believes it is wrong to shoot
a sitting duck, then it would be wrong for them to do so.
Such action would not be ethical for them.

Most hunters have a personal code of ethics which is very
similar to the laws which are associated with hunting.
Usually, hunters agree that the hunting laws are fair and
just, and find these laws easy to obey.

Personal code of ethics

Personal ethics are “unwritten laws” which govern your
behavior at all times—when you are with others, and
shen you are alone. They are our personal standard of
nduct. Our personal code of ethics is based upon our
respect for other people and their property, for all living
things and their environment, and our own image of
ourselves.

“The hunter ordinarily has no gallery to applaud or
disapprove his conduct. Whatever his acts, they are
dictated by his own conscience rather than by a mob of
onlookers.”

—Aldo Leopold

The basis of a personal code of ethics is a “sense of de-
cency.” You must ask yourself repeatedly, “What if some-
one else behaved the way I am—would I respect them?”

Many of us probably developed a personal code of ethics
long before we became hunters. Because we want the
respect of our parents and family, our friends and neigh-
bors, we develop a standard of acceptable behavior. Some
of us went on hunting trips, even before we were old
enough to hunt and learned what was expected from the
example of others.

However, in today’s common, single-parent families,
many beginning hunters do not have a role model to
uide their development of hunting ethics. Also, because
“only about three percent of our population lives in a rural

setting, many hunters do not have opportunities to begin
hunting until they are in their late teens and early twen-
ties. When they do, they may begin with others of their
age and hunting experience. Without an experienced
hunter to help form their hunting ethics, they may not
know what is best for them and hunting.

Hunters must be willing to reconsider their hunting ethics.
This may require changes in attitude and behavior. Con-
cerned, experienced hunters are needed to assist less
experienced hunters in “doing what is right.” Positive role
models will ensure good hunting traditions for the future.
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Stages of the hunter

Your personal code of ethics and your hunting behavior
may change through the years. Research conducted by Dr.
Bob Jackson has found that it is usual for a hunter to go
through five expectation stages.

1. First is the “shooter stage” - a time when shooting the
firearm or bow is of primary interest.

2. Next is the “limiting-out stage” - when the hunter
wants, above all, to bag the legal limit of game they are
entitled to.

3. The third stage is the “trophy stage” - the hunter is
selective—primarily seeking out trophy animals of a
particular species.

4. Then the “technique stage” - the emphasis is on “how”
rather than “what” they hunt.

5. The last stage is called the “mellowing-out-stage” - this
is a time of enjoyment derived from the total hunting
experience—the hunt, the companionship of other
hunters, and an appreciation of the outdoors. When
hunters mellow out, bagging game will be more
symbolic than essential for their satisfaction.

Hunters’ personal code of ethics will change as they pass
through each of these five stages—often becoming more
strict and imposing more constraints on their behavior
and actions when hunting.

Wiy

Each hunting season, ethical hunters invite novice hunters to
accompany them in the field. They take the time to share their
hunting knowledge with their companions and introduce them to
the enjoyment of hunting.

@

These self-imposed restrictions, however, will add to the
enjoyment of the hunting experience. Responsible hunter
appreciate hunting more. Only they understand the new
sense of freedom and independence that comes from
hunting legally and responsibly.

Ethics for consideration

Many people have proposed ethical standards which they
feel should be adopted by all hunters. Some are presented
for your consideration. Consider each ethic carefully.
Decide whether it is right or wrong in your opinion. If it is
right, incorporate it into your personal code of hunting
ethics and practice it when afield. In the final analysis,
your standards of conduct while hunting will be the true
indicator of your personal code of ethics.

Hunter-landowner relations

Responsible hunters realize they are guests of the land-
owner while hunting on private land. They make sure
they are welcome by asking for permission before they
hunt. On the rare occasions when permission is denied,
they accept the situation gracefully.

To avoid disturbing the landowner early in the morning, a
responsible hunter obtains permission to hunt on private é
land ahead of time.

While hunting, the responsible hunter takes extra care to
avoid disturbing livestock. If they are hunting with a dog,
special precautions are taken to ensure it does not harass
cattle, chickens, or other farm animals. They understand
that disturbances can cause dairy cows to reduce their
milk production, and poultry may crowd together in the
chicken coop and suffocate. Beef cattle can suffer a weight
loss costly to the rancher.

Responsible hunters leave all gates as they find them—
and if closed, they ensure they are securely latched. They
cross all fences by going underneath to avoid loosening
the wires and posts. They only enter on the portions of
private land where the owner has granted permission to
hunt. They never assume they are welcome on private
property simply because other hunters have gotten per-
mission to hunt there.

Responsible hunters avoid littering the land with sand-
wich wrappings, pop cans, cigarette packages or other
garbage, including empty casings, empty shell boxes, and
shells.
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~_They never drive or walk through
anding crops, nor do they send their
dogs through them. When driving
across pastures or plowed fields, they
keep their vehicles on the trail or road
at all times. They understand that the
ruts left by vehicles on hillsides can
cause serious soil erosion. They hunt
as much private property on foot as
possible. When parking their vehicle,
they are careful not to block the
landowner’s access to buildings,
equipment, and roadways. '

If they see anything wrong on the

property such as open gates, broken
fences or injured livestock, they report
it to the landowner as soon as possible.
Responsible hunters limit the amount
of game they and their friends take on
a landowner’s property. They realize
the landowner may consider several
bag limits as a sign of greed.

of the landowner.

Unless they are close personal friends of the landowner,
responsible hunters do not hunt on a specific farm or
?mch more than two or three times each season. They do
not want to wear out their welcome.

Before leaving, they thank the landowner or a member of
their family for the privilege of hunting the property and
they offer a share of their bag if they have been successful.
In appreciation for their hospitality, a thoughtful hunter
offers to help with chores. If the offer is accepted, they
cheerfully pitch bales, mend fences, fork manure, etc.
They may even use their special skills such as plumbing,
mechanical abilities, painting or carpentry.

If they own property elsewhere such as a farm, ranch or
lake cottage, responsible hunters will invite their host to
use them. They note their host’s name and address and
send a thank you card in appreciation for the landowner’s
hospitality. Remember, a landowner has no respect for
trespassers. It only takes a moment to request permission
and you may be allowed to come back again.

Regard for other people’s feelings

When hunting on public lands, a responsible hunter
shows the same respect for other users of the land as they
show for landowners on private land.

Responsible hunters respect the right of landowners and get permission to hunt on private
land.These hunters ask and find out what they can and cannot do while hunting as a guest

Responsible hunters stop and thank the landowner for the
privilege of hunting on their land. If the hunter is successful, he/
she may offer to share the game or by some other method,
show appreciation for the hunting opportunity.

They hunt in areas where their activities will not conflict
with other’s enjoyment of the outdoors. They treat the
land with respect, being careful not to litter or damage
vegetation. They limit their use of vehicles to travel to and
from their hunting area, always remaining on trails or
developed roadways.

They know that alcoholic beverages can seriously impair
their judgment while hunting. They restrict their drinking
to the evening hours after the firearms have been put
away. Even then, they drink in moderation to be sure that
their actions do not offend others.
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Responsible hunters recognize that many people are
offended by the sight of a bloody carcass tied to vehicles
or gut piles lying in full view of the road. People may also
be put off if hunters parade vehicles through a camp-
ground or streets of a community with a gun rack full of
firearms. Having respect for the feelings and beliefs of
others, responsible hunters make a special effort to avoid
offending non-hunters. They are consistently aware that
many of these people are their friends, neighbors, rela-
tives, and even members of their immediate family.

They appreciate the fact that many people do not hunt
and understand some people are opposed to hunting.
They respect these people as human beings whose likes
and dislikes differ from their own. They accept the fact
that hunters, non-hunters, and anti-hunters are equally
sincere in their beliefs about hunting.

Relationship with other hunters

Responsible hunters show consideration for their compan-
ions. When leaving for a hunt, they are ready to go at the
appointed time and they do not invite others to join the
group unexpectedly.

In the field, their consideration extends to other hunters as
well. They realize that hunting satisfaction does not de-
pend on competing with others for game.

Responsible hunters avoid doing anything that will inter-
fere with another’s hunt or enjoyment of it. They do not
shoot along fence lines adjacent to fields where others are
hunting, nor do they try to intercept the game others have
flushed. If disputes arise with other hunters, they try to
work out a compromise—perhaps a cooperative hunt—
which everyone can enjoy.

Responsible hunters do not hog shots—they do the oppo-
site. They give friends a good shot whenever possible.
They show special consideration for the inexperienced or
hunters with disabilities by allowing them to hunt from
the most advantageous position.

Each hunting season, responsible hunters invite novice
hunters to accompany them in the field. They take the
time to share their hunting knowledge with their compan-
ions and introduce them to the enjoyment of hunting.

They do not shoot over their limit to fill the bag of others.
This includes shooting a deer and having a young hunter
tag it. They realize that young hunters want to harvest
their own game. Responsible hunter’s do not take their
limit unless they plan to use all they have taken.

2

They observe the rules of safe gun handling at all times
and firmly insist that their companions do the same. They§g
politely tell others when they think their behavior is out of
line.

Self-respect

Responsible hunters realize it is their responsibility to
know how to take care of themselves in the outdoors.
They respect their limitations.

They never places their lives or the lives of others in jeop-
ardy by failing to notify someone where they intend to
hunt and how long they expect to be gone. If their plans
change, they leave notes on their vehicles designating
their destination, time of departure, and expected time of
return.

They respect the limitations of their health and physical
fitness. They consult with their doctor regularly to be sure
they are capable of strenuous hunting activity. If unfit,
they condition themselves before going hunting. They
have their vision checked and, if necessary, wear glasses
or contact lenses to correct any visual impairments.

To cope with unexpected outdoor emergencies, respon-
sible hunters learn and practice first aid and survival
skills. They know how to recognize and cope with hypot
ermia.

Respect of wildlife

Hunters are naturalists. Their interest in wildlife extends

beyond game animals to all living things. Theyre thrilled
by the sight of a bald eagle as well as a white-tailed deer.
They know and study nature’s ways, and realize that
wildlife can be enjoyed year round—not just during the
hunting season.

When hunting, their pursuit of game is always governed
by the “fair chase” principle. Simply stated, this principle
demands that hunters always give their quarry a “fair”
chance to escape.

When hunting big game, responsible hunters will always
attempt to get close enough to their quarry to ensure a
quick, clean kill. They realize that in doing so, their quarryg
may notice them and escape, but they always give their %
quarry this sporting chance.
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esponsible hunters never shoot indiscriminately at a
flock of game birds or a herd of big game in the hope of
hitting one. They will always attempt to kill their quarry
quickly. Flock shooting any species causes much wound-
ing. A good example is swatting ducks on the water. This
bad behavior gives responsible hunters a bad name.

Through considerable practice before a hunt, they will
learn the distance at which they can be most confident of
killing game cleanly. They will ensure their rifle is accu-
rately sighted in and determine the most effective shot
size for their shotguns. The goal of practice, range estima-
tion, sighting in, and proper shot selection is to reduce
wounding loss.

Once afield, they will expend an extraordinary effort to
retrieve all game—even if it means interrupting their
hunting to help another hunter locate a wounded animal.
When possible, they will use a trained hunting dog to
retrieve ducks in a slough or upland game in heavy cover.

If it appears they have missed their shot, responsible
hunters will always carefully inspect the spot where their
quarry stood to ensure the animal was not hit.

esponsible hunters show respect for their game after it is
taken, just as before. They never allow the meat or other
usable parts of the animal to be wasted. They field dress
or clean their game within minutes of being taken so it
doesn’t develop that “wild” taste. Even though they may
not want the antlers or hide, they recover them to give to
others who will use them. The Minnesota Deer Hunters
Association (MDHA) sponsors a program called Hides for
Habitat. Hunters who don’t want their hides can benefit
wildlife through habitat development by donating their
deer hides. The fur and feathers of many game birds and
mammals can also be used to make flies for fishing.

Respect for the environment

Responsible hunters are caretakers of the environment.
While hunting, they are aware of damage they may do to
the plant life and to the soil, they try to minimize their
impact. They avoid needless destruction of vegetation.
They down living trees or trim branches only when it is
legal or with permission. They avoid actions that may
cause erosion. They use only what is necessary, remove
their garbage, and minimize any evidence of their pres-
ence.

Respect for laws and enforcement officers

Responsible hunters obey all laws which govern their
hunting activities, even those with which they disagree.
Instead of ignoring a law, they work through their elected
representatives to change laws which they feel are unjust.

Responsible hunters will not ignore illegal acts of others.
They insist that all members of their hunting party obey
the law and they report law violations to the appropriate
law enforcement agencies. If asked to serve as a witness,
they accept this responsibility. When they meet a state or
federal wildlife officer, wildlife biologist or technician
checking hunters, they are cooperative and provide the
information requested. If they do not understand the need
for certain information, they ask for an explanation.

Hunters realize the officer’s responsibility is to protect the
hunters wildlife and their hunting rights.

In summary, ethical hunters should have respect for and
be responsible to:

. Landowners

. Non-hunters

Other hunters

Themselves

. Wildlife

The environment

. The laws and the officers whose duty it is to enforce
them

N oUW

Responsible hunters fully cooperate with conservation officers and
wildlife officials, knowing that they protect and enhance their
hunting opportunities.
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Deer Hunter Behavior

Introduction

Deer hunters in Minnesota, with their relatively short
season and large numbers, may experience conflict with
other hunters as well as non-hunters. Hunter conduct is a
key to reduction and resolution of these conflicts in the
field.

Some questions and conflicts
of deer hunters in the field

Conflicts can and do occur while hunting white-tailed
deer. Unfortunately, conflicts between hunters can give
hunting a black eye and encourage those who want to ban
all hunting. Firearm hunters sometimes disagree with
bowhunters. Bowhunters disagree among themselves.
Some believe that only long bows should be used; others
are for the compound bow or the cross bow. Those who
hunt with muzzleloaders have other ideas about how
hunting should be carried out. Disagreements and argu-
ments among hunters will only add more restrictions and
regulations. Those who use different hunting methods
must work together to establish hunting systems that
benefit everyone.

Whose animal is it?

Because many hunters may be in an area, more than one
may have the opportunity to shoot at an animal, or a
hunter may find a downed animal before the person who
shot it has a chance to find it. Whose animal is it? There
may or may not be a legal precedent to resolve the ques-
tion. Responsible hunters often follow an unwritten rule
referred to as “first blood.” This is: “The hunter who
inflicts the first wound that will cause the animal to die,
has the right to the animal.” Each hunter and those within
a party need to decide in advance how to handle such
situations.

If these disagreements can’t be worked out between the
hunters, the local conservation officer will most likely
seize the deer and donate it to the local conservation club
or VEW crippled vets program.

Whose stand is it?

Hunting stands are a common cause of conflicts. Hunters
often come upon a vacant stand during the hunting sea-
son. The stand belongs to someone. Is it right for a hunter
to use someone else’s stand? How would you feel if you

- found someone in your stand?

Do you hunt there too?

Often hunters are privileged to be taken on a hunt to a
new area as guests of their friends. Is it proper for you to
return to these areas later without your hunting friend?

Misusing the trespass law

Part of the Minnesota Trespass Law allows a hunter to
retrieve wounded animals on non-posted, private, agricul-
tural land. Does this allow a group of hunters to travel
through this type of land in such a manner that they may
move game to an area where they have permission to
hunt?

Whose responsibility is it to know who owns the land? Is
the landowner obliged to mark boundary lines so that all
will know where the border is? Responsible hunters will
know whose land they are on.

Pulling the trigger or releasing the arrow

Responsible hunters will accept the obligations that result
from pulling the trigger or releasing an arrow. This in-
cludes having confidence that they will hit their intended
target and not take a “hope” shot, such as running game.
This responsibility includes sighting in firearms or archery
equipment, practicing with it, and knowing its limitations.
They will not borrow equipment just before the season to
go hunting.

In addition to having the confidence that they can hit their
target, they are certain they can follow a blood trail and
retrieve game or determine that the hit was not fatal. They
do not easily conclude that they missed their target and
that it isn’t necessary to check. They learn to follow and
retrieve game from expert trackers such as may be offered
in the Minnesota Bowhunter Education course.
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he cut-off

esponsible hunters do not take up a hunting position
that they know will divert game animals from another
hunter.

Doing your share

Responsible hunters do their share of work before, during,
and after the hunt. This includes camp chores such as
doing the dishes and cleaning up, to moving deer to other
hunters in their party, or dragging deer out of the woods.

Competitive hunting

Is hunting a competitive event where hunters must outdo
one another? Must every tag be filled? Do young or inex-
perienced hunters need to have their tag filled for them?
Do inexperienced hunters like to take their own shots? -
The answers to these questions may affect the way you
hunt.

Hunter visibility

Wearing blaze orange while hunting is required by the law

and common sense, but wearing the hunting “uniform”

may not be appropriate at other times and places. For

*"’“‘é:lample, those who wear their hunting clothes while
joying alcoholic beverages may be looked upon as

"1
S

drunken hunters. Note the “s” on hunters, indicating that
many will conclude that all hunters drink while they hunt.

Responsible hunters will also avoid gathering in groups
near roads or other locations where the non-hunting
public can readily see them. Some may view such groups
as “gangs.” Meetings at the start or end of a hunt should
be held in a more private location. Responsible hunters do
not drive around the countryside looking for game. The
public considers road hunters lazy, which they may be. If
they find game, they will probably have to either trespass
or shoot illegally from the road to take a deer. Responsible
hunters plan ahead so they have a place to hunt.

Display of game

Public display of game is offensive to many whether the
display is on vehicles, in camp or at home. Hunters are
proud of their success but display of game should be
reserved for those who can appreciate it.

Hunter slang

The language or terminology used by some hunters may
be offensive to many. Even family members may be of-
fended by terms such as “blew it away,” “stuck it,”
“knocked it over” and so on. Hunting stories can be told
using language acceptable to everyone.

Defining your trophy

Instead of passing up small bucks for bigger bucks, ethical
hunters should consider passing them up for antlerless
deer when they have the proper permit. Here’s why:
Hunting is a tool of wildlife management. In fact, about 60
percent or more of deer mortality in Minnesota is due to
hunting. In years with good or high deer populations,
more antlerless permits are available. A hunter with an
antlerless permit can shoot a buck or doe and legally tag
it. When the deer population is high, hunters will see
more small bucks. Hunters traditionally want to “get a
buck” so many one-and-a-half year-old bucks are har-
vested. This does not help control the deer population
because deer are polygamous. That young buck is unlikely
to be a breeder in the population for a year or more. How-
ever, a doe of any age will add to the population yearly.
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White-tailed Deer
Hunting Reqgulations

Note: The discussion of the following laws and regulations were
correct at the time of publication. All laws and regulations are
subject to change. Consult the current Minnesota Hunting and
Trapping Regulations Handbook before you hunt each season.

Hunting method restriction

715 UNLAWFUL:

¢ To take deer or moose from any permanent artificial
scaffold, platform, or other construction higher than 16
feet above the ground. The height restriction does not
apply to portable stands that are chained, bolted,
clamped, or tied with rope. On Wildlife Management
Areas, only portable stands may be used, and they must
not be left overnight.

¢ To take any wild animal with the use of a two-way
radio, except they may be used to take unprotected wild
animals by permit.

e To carry any firearm while hunting big game with bow
and arrow, except while black bear hunting.

* To shoot any wild animal from a motor vehicle, except
by disabled persons possessing a DNR special disability
permit.

Legal firearms for big game

Arifle, shotgun, muzzleloader, or handgun is legal for
taking deer if:

e itis at least .23 caliber;
e it is Joaded only with single projectile ammunition;

e the projectile used has a soft point or is an expanding
bullet type;

¢ the ammunition has a case length of at least 1.285
inches, with the exception of a 10mm cartridge that is at
least .95 inches long;

e the muzzleloader (long gun or handgun) used cannot be
loaded at the breech (muzzleloading revolvers are not
legal for taking big game);
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e the smooth-bore muzzleloader used is at least .45
caliber; and

e the rifled muzzleloader used is at least .40 caliber.

Other restrictions

¢ a person may not take big game with a .30 caliber M-1
carbine cartridge.

¢ rifled barrels on shotguns are legal statewide.

* no person may discharge a firearm or an arrow from a
bow on, over, across, or within the right-of-way of an
improved public highway (including but not limited to
federal, state, county, and township roadways) at a big
game animal or a decoy of a big game animal that has
been set out by a licensed peace officer.

e a person may not use a dog or horse to take big game.

e a person may not take big game by archery while in
possession of a firearm, expect a person may take a bear
by archery while in possession of a firearm.

Handguns ~

e big game may be taken statewide with handguns that
meet the definition of legal firearms.

e the most common calibers of handguns legal for big
game are .357, .41, and .44 magnum.

Muzzleloader

e big game may be taken with muzzleloaders that meet
the definition of legal firearms.

e only open and “peep” type sights are legal during the
Muzzleloader Deer Season.

Rifle-shotgun boundary

¢ in the Shotgun Zone (see Figure 4, page 71), deer
hunters may use only legal shotguns loaded with single-
slug shotgun shells, legal muzzleloading long guns, or
legal handguns.

e legal shotguns include those with rifled barrels.



In the southern and western portion of the state
shown in the map below, the only legal firearms for deer
are shotguns using rifled slugs and handguns legal for
big game.*

=

* Muzzle-loading
guns may be
used throughout
the state during
the November

SCAsON.

Figure 4. Rifle-shotgun boundary.

Legal bows and arrows for big
game

* bows must have a pull no less than 40 pounds at or
before full draw. Note: This is a minimum draw weight.
Some short-draw-length bows (under 28 inches) shoot-
ing light arrows may not effectively kill big game at a
40-pound draw weight.

arrowheads used for taking big game must be sharp,
have a minimum of two metal cutting edges.

be of barbless broadhead design, and have a diameter of
at least 7 inch.

“retractable” broadheads may be used to take big game
if they meet the requirements above, and 1) are at least
7 inch in width and no more than two inches in width
at or after impact; 2) are of a barbless design and func-
tion in a barbless manner.
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* no person may hunt with a bow drawn, held, or re-
leased by a mechanical device, except disabled hunters
who have crossbow permits.

e a hand-held mechanical release attached to the bow-
string may be used if the person’s own strength draws
and holds the bowstring.

* no person may hunt big game or wild turkeys with a
crossbow expect by special permit issued to hunters
unable to hunt by archery because of a temporary or
permanent disability. This disability must be verified in
writing by a licensed physician. The permit application
is available from any DNR regional office.

Regulations for“party” hunting

1. A party is any group of two or more licensed deer
hunters, all of whom are afield hunting together at the
same time, all using firearms or all using bow and
arrow. Therefore, a mixed arms group would be two
separate parties.

. Any member of a party may kill a legal buck for any
other member of the party who has an unused tag.
Any member of a party may tag a legal buck killed by
any other member of the party.

‘3. Any member of a party may kill an antlerless deer for
any other member of the party who has an unused tag
valid for an antlerless deer, except that a youth under
sixteen years of age must harvest their own anterless
deer. Antlerless deer may only be tagged by party
members licensed to take antlerless deer.

. Party members must be within communication
distance of each other to be a “party.”

Wanton waste

Except as expressly permitted, no person shall wantonly
waste or destroy any usable part of any protected wild
animal.

Transporting arms

[T 15 UNLAWFUL:

* To transport any firearm, including muzzle-loading
firearms, in a motor vehicle, airplane, or snowmobile
unless the firearm is unloaded in all barrels and maga-
zine, and contained in a gun case expressly made for
that purpose which is fully enclosed by being zipped,
snapped, buckled, tied, or otherwise fastened with no




portion of the firearm exposed, or the firearm is un-
loaded and in the trunk of the car with the trunk door
closed.

A muzzle-loading firearm with a flintlock ignition is fully
unloaded if it has no priming powder in any pan. A
muzzle-loading firearm with percussion ignition is fully
unloaded if it has no percussion cap on any nipple.

* To transport a bow and arrow in a motor vehicle,
airplane, or snowmobile unless unstrung or completely
contained in a case or contained in the trunk of the car
with the trunk door closed.

Shooting hours

(Time of sunrise and sunset is found in the Minnesota
Hunting and Trapping Regulations Handbook).

Shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to one-
half hour after sunset.

Tagging deer

The tag, which is a part of the hunters license, must be
attached to the deer at the site of the kill, and the license
must be validated before the animal may be removed from
the site of the kill. The tag can be validated by using a
knife or similar sharp object to cut out, or a pen to mark,
the appropriate notches indicating:

e month the deer was killed,
° day it was killed, and
* time of day it was killed (a.m. or p.m.).

Mark the tag carefully—if more than one month, date, or
time is cut out or marked, the tag becomes invalid. The tag
may be sealed around the base of either antler, or through
a slit cut through either ear, or between the tendon and the
bone of a hind leg around either the tendon or the bone.
To seal the tag, remove the tag’s adhesive backing and seal
the adhesive side together. The tag must be attached so
that it cannot be readily removed.

Registering deer

Every deer taken must be registered. Registration stations
display large, orange “Big Game Registration” signs. You
may view a complete list of all stations at any DNR Wild-
life office or county auditor’s office.
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The person whose tag is on the deer must personally
present the deer at an official deer registration station andi
receive a possession tag. The license number and the year
of issue are written on the possession tag by the registra-
tion agent.

A possession tag must be obtained:

a) within 24 hours after the expiration of the season
under which the deer was taken (for example, a deer
taken during the Zone 4A firearms season must be
registered within 24 hours after the close of the 4A
season, even if the deer is tagged by a Multi-Zone
Buck licensee); and

b) before the deer is processed, either privately or com-

mercially (except skin and entrails may be removed

before registration).

a deer taken by bow must be registered within 48
hours after being taken.

Transporting deer
¢ a legally registered animal may be transported any time
during and after the deer hunting season.

e the licensee must accompany the deer in transport
except as follows: A deer that has been registered may
be transported by another person, if the signature,
address, and license number of the licensee and the
origin and destination of the transport are written on the
back of the possession tag. A licensee also does not have
to accompany an animal transported by commercial
transportation (see the Minnesota Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Handbook available from DNR License
Bureau or license vendors, for details).

e all deer in transport must be readily accessible for
inspection by DNR conservation officers.

e the head of a deer must remain attached to the carcass
until the deer is registered. Deer may be quartered
before being registered, but the animal’s head must
remain attached to one of the quarters.

Safety provisions

You may not hunt or trap during the open season where
deer may be taken by firearms (including muzzle loaders)
under applicable laws and ordinances unless the visible
portion of your cap and outer clothing above the waist,
excluding sleeves and gloves, is blaze orange. Red is not a
legal color. Blaze orange includes a camouflage pattern of



“at least 50 percent blaze orange within each square foot.
‘Whis restriction does not apply to migratory waterfowl
hunters on waters or in a stationary shooting location.

You may not discharge any firearm or bow and arrow
upon, over, or across any improved public highway at any
big game animal, or when within the limits of the right-of-
way of any improved public road.

You may not hunt protected wild animals with firearms or
bow and arrow while visibly intoxicated, under the influ-
ence of narcotics, or if a habitual user of narcotics.

Artificial lights

A person may not cast the rays of a spotlight, headlight, or
other artificial light onto a highway or into a field, wood-
land, or forest to spot, locate, or take a wild animal while
possessing, either individually or as one of a group, a
firearm, bow, or other implement that could be used to kill
big game. The exceptions to this regulation are:

a) A firearm that is unloaded, cased, and in the closed
trunk® of a motor vehicle or

b) Abow that is completely encased or unstrung and in
the trunk of a motor vehicle.

Note: This regulation does not apply to taking raccoons or
tending traps according to all other regulations as written in the
Minnesota Hunting and Trapping Regulations Handbook.

Further restrictions: September 1-

December 31

* With or without a firearm or bow, no person may cast
the rays of a spotlight, headlight, or other artificial light
into a field, woodland, or forest to spot, locate, or take a
wild animal between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.
from September 1 to December 31. The exceptions are:
taking raccoons and tending traps in accordance with all
other regulations in the Minnesota Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Handbook.

e Itis not a violation of this law to shine lights while
doing any agricultural, occupational, or recreational
activity, including snowmobiling, not related to spot-
ting, locating, or taking a wild animal.

If the motor vehicle does not have a trunk, the firearm or bow
must be in the rearmost portion of the vehicle.
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Dogs pursuing deer

A dog that is known to have killed or which is observed
wounding, killing, or pursuing in a manner which endan-
gers a big game animal, may be killed by a peace or con-
servation officer. Between January 1 and July 14, any
person may kill such a dog. The officer or person killing
such a dog is not liable for damages and the dog owner is
guilty of a petty misdemeanor and subject to a civil pen-
alty of up to $500 for each violation. The owner of any dog
that kills or pursues domestic livestock is guilty of a petty
misdemeanor.

Trespass law

This is only a summary of the Minnesota Trespass Law
relating to taking wild animals. The complete text of this
law is found in Minn. Stat. § 97B.001 and § 97A.315. In
addition, there are other state laws pertaining to trespass
that may apply. Consult local law enforcement authorities
if you have questions. |

Trespass is the most frequent complaint landowners have
against hunters. Trespassing is illegal and can ruin hunt-
ers’ and the DNR'’s relations with private landowners.
This in turn hampers habitat programs, cut off land access,
and possibly eliminates the future of hunting in many
areas of Minnesota.

Always ask permission before entering private land. If
you are caught trespassing, you may be issued a citation
and assessed a fine under civil penalties, and the repeat
violators can lose their license or registration. Or, if you
are convicted of violating trespass laws under criminal
procedures, you may lose your hunting privileges for up
to two years, lose hunting equipment, and be subject to
fines and possibly a jail sentence. All DNR conservation
officers and all other licensed peace officers enforce tres-
pass laws and may issue a citation to a person who tres-
passes in violation of the law or who removes a sign
without authorization.

Restrictions
Exceptions, definitions, and posting requirements:

» A person may not enter legally posted land for outdoor
recreation purposes without permission.

¢ A person may not enter agricultural land, including
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and RIM reserve
land, for outdoor recreation purposes without permis-
sion. If in doubt whether or not land is CRP or RIM, ask
the landowner.



e A person may not remain on private land for outdoor
recreation purposes after being told to leave.

* On another person’s private land or a public right-of-
way, a person may not take a wild animal with a firearm
within 500 feet of a building occupied by humans or
livestock without written permission.

¢ A person may not take a wild animal with a firearm
within 500 feet of a corral containing livestock without
permission.

¢ A person may not take a wild animal on any land where
the person is prohibited from lawfully entering by this
law.

* A person may not wound or kill another person’s
domestic animal, destroy private property, or pass
through a closed gate without returning it to the original
position.

e No person (including the lessee) may hunt on any land
leased from the state that has been legally posted by the
lessee to prohibit hunting.

Exceptions

e A person on foot may, without permission, enter land
that is not legally posted to retrieve a wounded animal
that was lawfully shot.

e A person on foot may, without permission, enter private
land without a firearm to retrieve a hunting dog. After
retrieving the dog, the person must immediately leave
the premises. This exception does not authorize the
taking of the wild animal.

Definitions and posting requirements

e “Outdoor Recreation” means any activity including
hunting, fishing, trapping, boating, hiking, camping,
and engaging in winter sports which is conducted
primarily for the purposes of pleasure, rest, or relaxation
and is dependent on or derives its principal benefit from
natural surroundings.

e “Agricultural Land” is land that is plowed or tilled; has
standing crops or crop residue; is within a maintained
fence for enclosing domestic livestock; or is enrolled in
the federal Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) or the
state RIM Reserve Program. Landowners: You are
strongly encouraged to legally post your CRP or RIM
land. It is often difficult for hunters to be able to distin-

guish these lands from non-agricultural lands.

* To be legally posted, land must have signs:

@

- posted once each year that state “no trespassing” or

similar terms either: 1) along the boundaries every
1,000 feet or less, or in wooded areas where boundaries
are less clear, at intervals of 500 feet or less; or 2) at the
primary corners of each parcel of land and at access
roads and trails at points of entrance to each parcel,
except corners only accessible through agricultural
land need not be posted.

- with lettering at least two inches high and the signa-

ture or the legible name and telephone number of the
owner, occupant, lessee, or authorized manager. An
unauthorized person may not post land with signs
prohibiting outdoor recreation or trespass.

e Notification to stay off private land, authorization to
remove a sign posted to prevent trespass, or legal
permission to enter private land or to take wild animals
near occupied building or corals, may only be given by
the owner, occupant, or lessee.

Respect
Private

To protect the future of hunting, always ask permission before
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uestions for the conservation

fficer

Introduction

“Plan your hunt and hunt your plan.” This advice is a
“must do” for deer hunters that want a safe and successful
hunt. Part of the plan includes knowing and following the
deer hunting regulations. Often hunters accept what they
think they have heard to be the correct regulation. Hunters
must study and learn the regulations each season as regu-
lations are updated yearly. Also, hunters must know the
regulations for the area of the country or part of the state
they will be hunting—regulations vary for different parts
of the country.

Conservation officers are often asked questions related to
hunting regulations. The questions and answers that
follow are some that conservation officers are frequently
asked. Use them to help you understand and follow the
regulations they are addressing.

Note: The regulations that are addressed in the following para-
graphs were correct at the time of writing. It is the hunter’s
responsibility to determine the current regqulations.

@J . If lwound a deer and it goes onto someone else’s
b land, am | allowed to follow the trail and retrieve
it? :

Answer: This depends on the type of land and whether
or not the land is posted against trespass. First, there is
no requirement for a landowner to post private
agricultural lands. This land is posted by law without
being signed. If a wounded animal goes onto
“unposted” (by sign) agricultural land, a hunter may
walk onto the land to retrieve the animal. If ap-
proached by the person who is controlling the land
(owner, occupant, or lessee) and told to leave, the
hunter must immediately leave. The landowner is not
entitled to keep the animal unless he or she has
lawfully taken it. Until an animal has been lawfully
taken, the ownership remains with the state.

In the case of lands that are posted by signing, whether
they are wooded or agricultural, a hunter may not
enter those lands without permission. This is usually
accomplished by talking to neighboring landowners
before season and developing some good relation-
ships.
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2.

If | wound a deer and it gets dark before | can find
it, can l use a flashlight to look for or trail it after
dark?

Answer: Without a firearm, bow, or any other means to
kill the deer in possession you may use an artificial
light to recover the deer until 10 p.m. After 10 p.m., the
“shining law” prohibits the use of artificial light.
Generally, if you haven’t found the deer by 10 p.m., it
may not be mortally wounded and it would be better
to continue your search in the daylight the next
morning.

. I shot a deer in the afternoon on the last day of

the deer firearms season. | am unable to find the
deer that day. May | go out the next day and track
the deer with the aid of my dog as long as | do not
have a firearm along?

Answer: No. It is unlawful to use the aid of a dog to
assist in any manner in the taking of deer. This in-
cludes tracking. Also, the season is now closed. The
hunter should contact the local conservation officer
regarding the deer.

. Isitlegal to use open peep sights with fiber optics

on my muzzle loader during the special muzzle
loader season?

Answer: Yes. The fiber optics do not magnify the
image, but only enhance the natural light source.

Is it legal to use a laser scope for deer hunting?
The laser does project a small dot of light on the
target.

Answer: No. The laser that projects the dot on the
target would be considered an artificial light and is
unlawful to use to take wild animals in Minnesota.



6. Can | use my uncle’s deer tag so long as he’s back
at our deer shack?

Answer: No. This is a common misunderstanding that
results in many costly citations each year. The DNR
allows party hunting, which means that members of a
group of hunters can kill a deer for other members
who haven’t yet killed a deer but have purchased a
license. But the agency has certain restrictions to make
sure that parties don’t shoot more deer than the
available number of tags or permits possessed by the

party.

The most important regulation requires that all hunt-
ers who intend to tag deer for each other be hunting
together, in the field, at the time the deer are shot.
Party members who remain in camp or are not hunting
near the shooter when the deer is taken may not
legally tag that deer.

When in the field, hunters can only party hunt if they
hunt close enough to each other to quickly communi-
cate when one has shot a deer.

Enforcement conservation officers and peace officers
must enforce the trespass laws.
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urn In Poachers (TIP)

In many states, the illegal killing of fish and wildlife—
poaching—has become a serious problem. The Minnesota
DNR estimates that the accidental and illegal killing of
white-tailed deer may be more than one-half of the annual
harvest taken by licensed hunters.

Minnesota’s economic loss to poaching has been projected
to be $25 million or more, calculated on the basis that the
average deer has an economic value of $600. This enor-
mous loss does not include moose, waterfowl, fish, pheas-
ants, grouse, and other game birds, or a significant
number of protected species.

TIP is a non-profit grassroots movement formed by a
group of concerned conservationists who are dedicated to
preserving our vast treasury of fish and wildlife.

How the program works

Basically, TIP encourages Minnesotans to make anony-
_mous reports of fish and wildlife violations for a cash

i

ward. Anyone wishing to report a game and fish law
“violation may call the toll free number 1-800-652-9039, or
651-297-3999 in the seven-county metropolitan area. To
protect the person’s anonymity, the caller is assigned a
code number to use when communicating with the DNR’s
Division of Enforcement.

The accidental and illegal killing of white-tailed deer may be more
@han one-half of the annual harvest by licensed hunters.
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Information provided by the caller is recorded on a num-
bered form which is sent to the conservation officer as-

signed to the area nearest the violation. If the tip leads to
an arrest, the investigating officer returns the form to TIP
via the Division of Enforcement headquarters in St. Paul.

Each tipster is told to watch local newspapers for an an-
nouncement of an arrest. Once they read of the arrest, they
can call the same toll-free or metro area phone number,
identify themselves by the code number, and make ar-
rangements for the reward to be paid.

TIP rewards

Rewards paid to tipsters fall into three categories: $100
minimum for small game, fish, and non-game species
violations; $250 minimum for big game and endangered
species; and up to $1,000 maximum for violations such as
large numbers of animals taken illegally or a commercial
poaching venture. TIP is aimed at controlling the persis-
tent violator and poaching rings that exist in Minnesota.
However, no leads are turned down. If a call is received
about a hunter shooting too many ducks, the report will
probably be pursued—a violation is a violation.

Sometimes poachers use heinous methods to kill wildlife,
from leg snares to wire nooses that can slowly strangle a
luckless deer. After all, poachers are mostly concerned
about how they can avoid getting caught. If they cripple a
deer while spotlighting at night, they will simply leave it
to find another animal that they can kill quickly.

You can help

TIP works only if the public supports the program. Citi-
zens must be willing to make anonymous tips to stop
game and fish lawbreakers. Financial support is also
important. TIP is not an enforcement arm of government.
It is a private, non-profit foundation whose board of direc-
tors is composed of citizens throughout Minnesota. Like
any foundation, it survives primarily on donations.

For more information on TIP, call toll-free at 1-800-652-
9093 or 651-297-3999 in the metro area.




Using a Compass and a Map

Hunters' responsibility

It is the hunters’ responsibility to know: For example, if you want to go in a direction just between
North and West, you simply say: “I would like to go
¢ How to get where you want to go northwest.” :

® Where you are (whose land you are on)

« How to get back to where you started from Let’s use that example: You want to go northwest. You

find out where northwest is on the compass housing. Then
you turn the compass housing so that “northwest” on the
housing comes exactly where the large direction of travel-
arrow meets the housing.

Safe and responsible hunters learn to use a compass and
to read and use a variety of maps so they do not get lost.
Getting lost generally occurs when a person lacks navigat-
ing skills or poorly planned the outing or both. Getting
lost results in much undue stress to family, partners, and
friends, not to mention the considerable cost incurred in
attempting to find the lost hunter. Many people, when
lost, are found carrying a compass. When asked why they
didn’t use the compass to find their way back, their reply
is either they didn’t know how to use it or they didn’t - e
believe what the compass was telling them. Orienting arrow Compass needle Direction of travel-arow
pass was telling the N |

Hold the compass flat in your hand so that the compass
needle can turn. Then turn yourself, your hand, and the
entire compass (just make sure the compass housing
doesn’t turn) until the compass needle is aligned with the
lines inside the compass housing.

The following section on map and compass is designed to
introduce you to navigating with the use of map and
compass—tools that can help you become a more respon-
sible hunter.

How to use a compass N

Using the compass alone
Learn the directions on the compass
first: North, South, East, and West.
Look at the figure and see how they Orienting lines Compass Housing (turnable)
are positioned. North is the most

important.

The orienteering compass

The red and black arrow is called the compass needle. On
some compasses, the arrow might be red and white, but
the red part of it is always pointing towards the earth’s
magnetic north pole. The needle is contained in the com-
pass housing. On the edge of the compass housing, there
is a scale from 0 to 360 indicating degrees, or bearing.
Generally, the letters N, S, E, and W are used for North,
South, East, and West. If you want to go in a direction
between two of these positions, you would combine them.
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ow, it’s time to be careful! It is extremely important that
e red, or north part of the compass needle, points at
*north in the compass housing. If south points at north,
you would walk off in the exact opposite direction of
where you want to go! So always take a second look to
make sure you did it right!

Another problem you might encounter is local magnetic
attractions. If you are carrying something made of iron, it
could disturb the arrow. Even a staple in your map might
be a problem. Make sure there is nothing of the sort
around. There is the possibility for magnetic attractions to
exist in the soil as well. This is known as “magnetic devia-
tion.” While rare, magnetic deviation might occur if you're
in a mining district.

When you're sure you've got it right, walk off in the direc-
tion the travel-arrow is pointing. To avoid getting off
course, make sure to look at the compass quite frequently,
say every hundred yards at least, but don't stare down on
the compass. Once you have your direction, aim on some
point in the distance, and go there.

When do you need to use this technique?

You'll need to use this technique if you don’t know where
~you are and you're without a map. However, you do
"'éénow that there is a road, trail, stream, river, or something
‘long and big you can’t miss if you go in the right direc-
tion. And you know in what direction, or the approximate
direction, you must go to get there. Then all you need to
do is to simply turn the compass housing so that the
direction you want to go in is where the direction of
travel-arrow meets the housing and follow the steps listed

above.
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Using the compass in conjunction
with a map

It takes practice, but before long you’ll be able to use a
compass along with a map to help you navigate terrain
you've never been in before safely and accurately. Say you
want to go from the trail crossing at “A,” to the rock at
point “B.” Of course, to use this method successfully,
you'll have to know you really are at “A.” Put your com-
pass on the map so that the edge of the compass is at “A.”
The edge you must be using is the edge that is paralle] to
the direction of travel-arrow. Then put “B” somewhere
along the same edge, like it is on the drawing. Of course,
you could use the direction arrow itself, or one of the
parallel lines, but it’s usually more convenient to use the
edge.

“ X<—-B

Take careful note: the edge of the compass, or rather the
direction arrow, must point from “A” to “B.” If you do this
incorrectly, you'll walk off in the exact opposite direction
of where you want to go! So, take a second look. Beginners
often make this mistake.

Keep the compass steady on the map. Next, align the
orienting lines and the orienting arrow with the meridian
lines of the map—the lines on the map going north, that is.
While you have the edge of the compass carefully aligned
from “A” to “B,” turn the compass housing so that the
orienting lines in the compass housing are aligned with
the meridian lines on the map. During this action, you
don’t need to be concerned with what happens to the
compass needle.



However, there are a number of serious mistakes that can
be made here. First, let’s discuss the problem of going in
the opposite direction. Be absolutely certain that you
know where north is on the map, and be sure that the
orienting arrow is pointing towards north on the map.
Normally, north will be “up” on the map. It is possible,
though, to make the mistake of letting the orienting arrow
point towards south on the map.

he black
meridian and
the orienting
lines are
aligned

@ =
A

S i
< (O =>>»

Keep an eye on the edge of the compass. If the edge isn’t
going along the line from “A” to “B” when you have
finished turning the compass housing, you will have an
error in your direction which will take you off your
course.

When you're sure you have the compass housing right,
you may take the compass away from the map. Now you
can read the bearing off the housing from where the hous-
ing meets the direction of travel arrow. Be sure that the
housing doesn’t turn before you reach your target “B”!

Hold the compass flat in your hand so that the compass
needle can turn. Then turn yourself, your hand, and the
entire compass making sure the compass housing doesn’t
turn. Turn it until the compass needle is aligned with the
lines inside the compass housing.

2

The mistake is again to let the compass needle point to- _
wards the south. The red part of the compass needle musig)
point at north in the compass housing, or you'll go in the
opposite direction.

Red arrow at North!

It's time to walk off, but you'll need to do that in a special
way as well in order to do so with complete accuracy.
Hold the compass in your hand, the needle well-aligned
with the orienting arrow. Then aim, as carefully as you
can, in the direction that the travel-arrow is pointing. Fix
your eye on some special geographic feature—one that is
located as far as you can see in that direction. Then go
there. As you go, be sure that the compass housing doesn’t
turn. If you're in a dense forest, you might need to aim %
several times. Hopefully, you will reach your target “B” ™
when you do this.

At this time, you may want to go out and practice reading
your compass.

Magnetic declination

Unfortunately, there is some-
thing called “magnetic
declination.” Magnetic
declination occurs when
the compass needle

points towards the mag-
netic north pole and the
map is pointing towards
the geographic north pole,
but they are not the same
place.
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‘Wirst, you'll have to know how large the decli-
nation is in degrees. This depends on where
on earth you're standing. Topographic maps
from the U.S. Geological Survey give the
declination for the map. You have to remem-
ber, the declination changes significantly in
some areas, so you'll need to know what it is
this year.

Magnetic north

The declination is given as, for example, “15

degrees east.” When you look at the figure, you can
pretend that plus is to the right, or east, and minus is to
the left and west—like a curved row of numbers. When
something is more than zero, you'll subtract to get it back
to zero. And if it is less, you'll need to 1 0

add. In this case you'll subtract fifteen o
degrees to the bearing by turning the N
compass housing, according to the
numbers on the housing. Now, fi-
nally, the direction of the travel-
arrow points in the direction you
want to go. Again, be careful to aim at
some distant object, and off you go.

=

d‘here is a fast method to find the declina- S

{w on wherever you are. This method is advantageous
because it corrects for any local conditions that may be
present. This is what you do:

1. Determine by map inspection the grid bearing from
your location to a known, visible, distant point. The
further away, the more accurate it gets. This means
you have to know where you are and be pretty sure
about one other feature in the terrain.

. Sight on that distant point with the compass and note
the magnetic bearing. Do this by turning the compass
housing so that it is aligned with the needle. You now
read the number from the housing where it meets the
base of the direction of travel-arrow.

. Compare the two bearings. The difference is the
declination.

. Update as necessary. You shouldn’t need to do this
very often, unless you travel in a terrain with lots of
mineral deposits.
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Uncertainty -

You can’t alawys expect to hit exactly what you are look-
ing for. In fact, you must expect to get a little off couse.
How much you get off course often depends on the things
around you: for example, how dense the forest is, if there
is fog, and above all, visibility. Ultimately, it depends on
how accurate you are. You do make things better by being
careful when you take a course, and it is important to aim
as far ahead as you can see. As a rule of thumb, under
normal forest conditions, the uncertainty is one-tenth of
the distance traveled. If you go 200 yards on course, it is
possible that you end up a little off course, perhaps by 20
yards or so. If you're looking for something smaller than
20 yards across, there is a chance you'll miss your mark.

Practice! Practice! Practice! Get a compass and a topo-
graphic map of an area that you're familiar with and use
them together.




Appendix

Official Boone and Crockett scoring system forms
Forms for typical and non-typical white-tailed and coues’ deer follow.

Reprinted courtesy of:
Boone and Crockett Club
250 Station Drive
Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 542-1888

Minimum score requirements for white-tailed deer to be entered into the Boone and Crockett records:

stypical white-tailed deer 170
enon-typical white-tailed deer 195
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Records of 250 Station Drive
North American Missoula, MT 59801
Big Game (406) 542-1888

1 V0 L fliH ¢ -
BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB®
OFFIGIAL SCORING SYSTEM FOR NORTH AMERIGCAN BIGC GAME TROPHIES
MINIMUM SCORES TYPIGAL KIND OF DEER (check one)
AWARDS ALL-TIME WHITETAIL AND CGOGUES’ BEER O whitetail
whitetail 160 170 [ Coues’
Coues’ 100 110
G2 G3

G4 G5

Abnormal Points

Right Antler Left Antler
Ha
H3
H2 Detail of Point
Measurement
SUBTOTALS
TOTALTOE
O R B O R R O COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4
A. No. Points on Right Antler No. Points on Left Antler Spread Credit Right Antler Left Antler Difference
B. Tip to Tip Spread C. Greatest Spread
R O B SEES ONER AR
E. Total of Lengths of Abnormal Points
F. Length of Main Beam
G-1. Length of First Point
G-2. Length of Second Point
G-3. Length of Third Point
G-4. Length of Fourth Point, If Present
G-5. Length of Fifth Point, If Present
G-6. Length of Sixth Point, If Present
G-7. Length of Seventh Point, If Present
H-1. Circumference at Smallest Place Between Burr and First Point
H-2. Circumference at Smallest Piace Between First and Second E’oints
H-3. Circumference at Smallest Place Between Second and Third Points
H-4. Circumference at Smallest Place Between Third and Fourth Points
TOTALS
Column 1 Exact Locality Where Killed:
ADD Column 2 Date Killed: Hunter:
Column 3 Owner: Telephone #:
Subtotal Owner’s Address:
SUBTRACT Column 4 Guide’s Name and Address:
Remarks: (Mention Any Abnormalities or Unique Qualities)
FINAL SCORE

COPYRIGHT © 1999 BY BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUR®
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i, , certify that | have measured this trophy on

PRINT NAME MM/DD/YYYYY

at

STREET ADDRESS cITY STATE/PROVINCE
and that these measurements and data are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, made in accordance with the instructions given.

Witness: Signature: 1.D. Number
B&C OFFICIAL MEASURER

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEASURING TYPICAL WHITETAIL AND CGOUES’ DEER

All measurements must be made with a 1/4-inch wide flexible steel tape to the nearest one-eighth of an inch. (Note: A flexible
steel cable can be used to measure points and main beams only.) Enter fractional figures in eighths, without reduction. Official
measurements cannot be taken until the antlers have air dried for at least 60 days after the animal was killed.

A. Number of Points on Each Antler: To be counted a point, the projection must be at least one inch long, with the length
exceeding width at one inch or more of length. All points are measured from tip of point to nearest edge of beam as illus-
trated. Beam tip is counted as a point but not measured as a point.

B. Tip to Tip Spread is measured between tips of main beams.

C. Greatest Spread is measured between perpendiculars at a right angle to the center line of the skull at widest part,
whether across main beams or points.

D. inside Spread of Main Beams is measured at a right angle to the center line of the skull at widest point between main
beams. Enter this measurement again as the Spread Credit if it is Iess than or equal to the length of the longer antler; if
greater, enter longer antler length for Spread Credit.

E. Total of Lengths of all Abnormal Points: Abnormal Points are those non-typical in location (such as points originating
from a point or from bottom or sides of main beam) or extra points beyond the normal pattern of points. Measure in usual
manner and enter in appropriate blanks.

F. Length of Main Beam is measured from the center of the lowest outside edge of burr over the outer side to the most
distant point of the main beam. The point of beginning is that point on the burr where the center line along the outer side of
the beam intersects the burr, then following generally the line of the illustration.

G-1-2-3-4-5-6-7. Length of Normal Points: Normal points project from the top of the main beam. They are measured from
nearest edge of main beam over outer curve to tip. Lay the tape along the outer curve of the beam so that the top edge of
the tape coincides with the top edge of the beam on both sides of the point to determine the baseline for point measure-
ments. Record point lengths in appropriate blanks.

H-1-2-3-4. Circumferences are taken as detailed in illustration for each measurement. If brow point is missing, take H-1 and
H-2 at smallest place between burr and G-2. If G-4 is missing, take H-4 halfway between G-3 and tip of main beam.

ENTRY AFFIDAVIT FOR ALL HUNTER-TAKEN TROPHIES

For the purpose of entry into the Boone and Crockett Club’s® records, North American big game harvested by the use of the
following methods or under the following conditions are ineligible:

I. Spotting or herding game from the air, followed by landing in its vicinity for the purpose of pursuit and shooting;
1. Herding or chasing with the aid of any motorized equipment;
Il Use of electronic communication devices, artificial lighting, or electronic light intensifying devices;
IV. Confined by artificial barriers, including escape-proof fenced enclosures;
V. Transplanted for the purpose of commercial shooting;
VIi. By the use of traps or pharmaceuticals;
VIl. While swimming, helpless in deep snow, or helpless in any other natural or artificial medium;
Vil. On another hunter’s license;
IX. Notin full compliance with the game laws or regulations of the federal government or of any state, province, territory,
or tribal council on reservations or tribal lands;

I certify that the trophy scored on this chart was not taken in violation of the conditions listed above. In signing this state-
ment, | understand that if the information provided on this entry is found to be misrepresented or fraudulent in any respect, it
will not be accepted into the Awards Program and 1) all of my prior entries are subject to deletion from future editions of
Records of North American Big Game 2) future entries may not be accepted.

FAIR CHASE, as defined by the Boone and Crockett Club®, is the ethical, sportsmanlike and lawful pursuit and taking of any
free-ranging wild, native North American big game animal in a manner that does not give the hunter an improper advantage
over such game animals.

The Boone and Crockett Club® may exclude the entry of any animal that it deems to have been taken in an unethical manner or
under conditions deemed inappropriate by the Club.

Date: Signature of Hunter:

(SIGNATURE MUST BE WITNESSED BY AN OFFICIAL MEASURER OR A NOTARY PUBLIC.)

Date: Signature of Notary or Official Measurer:

¢

¢
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Records of
North American

Big Game

BOONE AND CREOCKETT CLUB®

250 Station Drive

Missoula, MT 59801

OFFICIAL SCORING SYSTEM FOR NORTH AMERICAN BIG GAME TROPHIES

(406) 542-1888

MINIMUM SCORES NON-TYPIGAL KIND OF DEER (check one)
AWARDS ALL-TIME WHITETAIL AND COUES’ DEER O whitetail
whitetail 185 195 [ Coues’
Coues’ 108 120 Abnormal Points
G2 G3 Right Antler Left Antler
B
- 0 c N -
—B.
Detail of Point
Measurement
SUBTOTALS
E. TOTAL
O R D OR R ® COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4
A. No. Points on Right Antler No. Points on Left Antler Spread Credit Right Antler Left Antler Difference
B. Tip to Tip Spread C. Greatest Spread
D. Inside Spread of SPREAD CREDIT MAY EQUAL BUT
Main Beams NOT EXCEED LONGER ANTLER
F. Length of Main Beam
G-1. Length of First Point
G-2. Length of Second Point
G-3. Length of Third Point
G-4. Length of Fourth Point, If Present
G-5. Length of Fifth Point, If Present
G-6. Length of Sixth Point, If Present
G-7. Length of Seventh Point, If Present
H-1. Circumference at Smallest Place Between Burr and First Point
H-2. Circumference at Smallest Place Between First and Second Points
H-3. Circumference at Smallest Place Between Second and Third Points
H-4. Circumference at Smallest Place Between Third and Fourth Points
TOTALS
Column 1 Exact Locality Where Killed:
ADD Column 2 Date Killed: Hunter:
Column 3 Owner: Telephone #:
Subtotal Owner’s Address:

SUBTRACT Column 4

Guide’s Name and Address:

Subtotal

Remarks: (Mention Any Abnormalities or Unique Qualities)

ADD Line E Total

FINAL SCORE

COPYRIGHT © 1999 BY BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB®
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[ , certify that | have measured this trophy on

PRINT NAME MM/DDIYYVVY
at

STREET ADDRESS cITY STATE/PROVINCE
and that these measurements and data are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, made in accordance with the instructions given.

Witness: Signature: 1.D. Number
B&C OFFICIAL MEASURER

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEASURING NON-TYPICAL WHITETAIL AND COUES’ DEER

All measurements must be made with a 1/4-inch wide flexible steel tape to the nearest one-eighth of an inch. (Note: A flexible
steel cable can be used to measure points and main beams only.) Enter fractional figures in eighths, without reduction. Official
measurements cannot be taken until the antlers have air dried for at least 60 days after the animal was killed.

A. Number of Points on Each Antler: To be counted a point, the projection must be at least one inch long, with the length
exceeding width at one inch or more of length. All points are measured from tip of point to nearest edge of beam as illus-
trated. Beam tip is counted as a point but not measured as a point.

B. Tip to Tip Spread is measured between tips of main beams.

C. Greatest Spread is measured between perpendiculars at a right angle to the center line of the skull at widest part,
whether across main beams or points.

D. Inside Spread of Main Beams is measured at a right angle to the center line of the skull at widest point between main
beams. Enter this measurement again as the Spread Credit ifit is less than or equal to the length of the longer antler; if
greater, enter longer antler length for Spread Credit.

E. Total of Lengths of all Abnormal Points: Abnormal Points are those non-typical in location (such as points originating
from a point or from bottom or sides of main beam) or extra points beyond the normal pattern of points. Measure in usual
manner and enter in appropriate blanks.

F. Length of Main Beam is measured from the center of the lowest outside edge of burr over the outer side to the most
distant point of the main beam. The point of beginning is that point on the burr where the center line along the outer side of
the beam intersects the burr, then following generally the line of the iliustration,

G-1-2-3-4-5-6-7. Length of Normal Points: Normal points project from the top of the main beam. They are measured from
nearest edge of main beam over outer curve to tip. Lay the tape along the outer curve of the beam so that the top edge of
the tape coincides with the top edge of the beam on both sides of the point to determine the baseline for point measure-
ment. Record point lengths in appropriate blanks.

H-1-2-3-4. Circumferences are taken as detailed in illustration for each measurement. If brow point is missing, take H-1 and
H-2 at smallest place between burr and G-2. If G-4 is missing, take H-4 halfway between G-3 and tip of main beam.

ENTRY AFFIDAVIT FOR ALL HUNTER-TAKEN TROPHIES

For the purpose of entry into the Boone and Crockett Club’s® records, North American big game harvested by the use of the
following methods or under the following conditions are ineligible:

I. Spotting or herding game from the air, followed by landing in its vicinity for the purpose of pursuit and shooting;
1l. Herding or chasing with the aid of any motorized equipment;
1ll. Use of electronic communication devices, artificial lighting, or electronic light intensifying devices;
IV. Confined by artificial barriers, including escape-proof fenced enclosures;
V. Transplanted for the purpose of commercial shooting;
VI. By the use of traps or pharmaceuticals;
VIl. While swimming, helpless in deep snow, or helpless in any other natural or artificial medium;
Vill. On another hunter’s license;
IX. Notin full compliance with the game laws or regulations of the federal government or of any state, province, territory,
or tribal council on reservations or tribal lands;

| certify that the trophy scored on this chart was not taken in violation of the conditions listed above. in signing this state-
ment, | understand that if the information provided on this entry is found to be misrepresented or fraudulent in any respect, it
will not be accepted into the Awards Program and 1) all of my prior entries are subject to deletion from future editions of
Records of North American Big Game 2) future entries may not be accepted.

FAIR CHASE, as defined by the Boone and Crockett Club®, is the ethical, sportsmanlike and lawful pursuit and taking of any
free-ranging wild, native North American big game animal in a manner that does not give the hunter an improper advantage
over such game animals.

The Boone and Crockett Club® may exclude the entry of any animal that it deems to have been taken in an unethical manner or
under conditions deemed inappropriate by the Club.

Date: Signature of Hunter:

(SIGNATURE MUST BE WITNESSED BY AN OFFICIAL MEASURER OR A NOTARY PUBLIC.)

Date: Signature of Notary or Official Measurer:

9
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efﬁaal Pope and Young scoring system forms
O

rms for typical and non-typical white-tailed and coues’ deer follow.
Reprinted courtesy of:

Pope and Young Club

Box 548, Dept. BH

Chatfield, MN 55923

(507) 867-4144

Minimum score requirements for white-tailed deer to be entered into the Pope and Young Club records:

stypical white-tailed deer 125
enon-typical white-tailed deer 155
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POPE & YOUNG CLUB
NORTH AMERICAN BIG GAME TROPHY SCORING FORM

RECORDS

KIND OF DEER
TYPICAL
WHITETAIL AND COUES DEER
DETAIL OF POINT
MEASUREMENT
Abnormal Points
Right Left
Total TO E [
SEE OTHER SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS Suppiementary Column 1 Column2 | Column3 | Column4
Spread Right Left
A, Number of Points on Each Antler R l L C?redit Ar:?ler An?ler Difference
B. Tip to Tip Spread
C. Greatest Spread
D. Inside Spread Spread credit may equal but not
of MAIN BEAMS exceed length of longer antier
E. Total of Lengths of ail Abnormal Points
F. Length of Main Beam

G-1 Length of First Point, if present

G-2 Length of Second Point

G-3 Length of Third Point

G-4 Length of Fourth Point, if present

G-5 Length of Fifth Point, if present

G-6 Length of Sixth Point, if present

G-7 Length of Seventh Point, if present

H-1 Circumference at Smallest Place
Between Burr and First Point

H-2 Circumference at Smallest Place
Between First and Second Points

H-3 Circumference at Smallest Place
Between Second and Third Points

H-4 Circumnference at Smallest Place between Third and Fourth Points Or half
way between Third point and Beam Tip if Fourth Point is missing

TOTALS
Column 1 Location of kill (County) (State)
Column 2 Date killed By whom killed
ADD
Column 3 Present owner, Phone (
Total ) Address
SUBTRACT Coiumn 4 Guide's name and Complete Address
FINAL SCORE Remarks: (Mention any abnormalities)
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| certify that | have measured the above trophy on ] ~19,

at (address) City

State Zip Code and that these measurements and data are, to the best
of my knowledge and belief, made in accordance with the instructions given.

Witness: Signature.

(ToMeasurer's Signature) Pope & Young Club Official Measurer

MEASURER (Print)

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

INSTRUCTIONS

Measurements must be made with a flexible steel tape or steel cable to the nearest one-eighth of an inch. To
simplify addition, please enter fractional figures in eighths. Official measurements cannot be taken forat least
sixty days after the day the animal was killed. Please submit photographs (see below).

A. Number of Points on each antler. To be counted a poin, a projection must be at least one inch long AND
at some location at least one inch from the tip, the length of the projection must exceed its width. Beam tip is
counted as a point but not measured as 2 point

B. Tip to Tip Spread is measured between tips of main beams.

C. Greatest Spread is measured between perpendiculars at right angles to the center line of the skull at
widest part whether across main beams or points.

D. Inside Spread on Main Beam is measured at rightangles to the center line of the skull at widest point bet-
ween main beams. Enter this measurement again in*“Spread Credit” column if it is less than or equal to the
length of longer antler; if longer, enter longer antler length for spread credit

E. Total of Length of all Abnormal Points. Abnormal points are generally considered to be those non-
typical in location. Sketch all abnormal points on antler illustration (front of form) showing location and
approximate size. Measure in usual manner and enter in appropriate blanks.

F. Length of Main Beam is measured from lowest outside edge of burr over outer curve to the most distant
point of the main beam. The point of beginning is that point on the burr where the center line along the outer
curve of the beam intersects the burr.

G-1-2-3-4-5-6-7. Length of Normal Points. Normal points project from the top of the main beam as shown
in illustration. They are measured from nearest edge of beam over outer curve to tip. To determine nearest
edge (top edge) of beamn, lay the tape along the outer curve of the beam so that the top edge of the tape coin-
cides with the top edge of the beam on both sides of the point. Draw line along top of tape. This line will be
base line from which point is measured.

H-1-2-8-4. Circumferences. If first point is missing, take H-1 and H-2 at smallest place between burr and
second point. If G-4 is missing, take H-4 halfway between G-3 and tip of main beam. Circumference
measurements must be taken with a steel tape (a cable cannot be used for these measurements).

Photographs: All entries must include photographs of the trophy. A right side, left side
and front view photograph is required for all antlers. A photograph of the entire animal,
preferably at the site of kill, is requested if at all possible.

Drying Period: To be eligible for entry in the Pope & Young Records, a trophy must first
have been stored under normal room temperature and humidity for at least 60 days after
date of kill. No trophy will be considered which has in any way been altered from its
natural state.

THIS SCORING FORM MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SIGNED
POPE & YOUNG FAIR CHASE AFFIDAVIT, 3 PHOTOS OF ANTLERS, AND A
RECORDING FEE OF $25.00.

Copyright 1988 by Boone and Crockett Club
(Written request for privilege of complete reproduction is required)

89




POPE & YOUNG CLUB
NORTH AMERICAN BIG GAME TROPHY SCORING FORM

BOWHUNTING

KIND OF DEER

ABNORMAL

Points Line E

R L

- /\
- ~ DETAIL OF POINT MEASUREMENT —

Total To E ' —l
SEE OTHER SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS Suppiementary Column 1 Coumn2 | Column3 | Column4
A Number of Points on Each Antier R ’ L " i Difference

B. Tip to Tip Spread

Greatest Spread
Inside Spread Spread credit may equal but not
of MAIN BEAMS exceed length of longer antler

E. Total of Lengths of ali Abnormal Points

F Length of Main Beam

G-1 Length of First Point, if present

G-2 Length of Second Point

G-3 Length of Third Point

G-4 Length of Fourth Point, if present

G-5 Length of Fifth Point, if present

G-6 Length of Sixth Point, if present

G-7 Length of Seventh Point, if present

H-1 Circumference at Smallest Place
Between Burr and First Points

H-2 Circumference at Smallest Place
Between First and Second Points

H-3 Circumference at Smallest Place
Between Second and Third Points

H-4 Circumference at Smallest Piace Between Third and Fourth Points or
half way between Third Point and Beam Tip if Fourth Point is missing

TOTALS

Column 1 Exact locality where killed (County) (State)
ADD Column 2 Date killed By whom killed
Column 3 Present owner Phone ( )
TOTAL Address
SUBTRACT Column 4 | Guide's Name and Complete Address
Result REMARKS: (Mention any abnormalities)
Add Line E Total
FINAL SCORE
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| certify that | have measured the above trophy on . 19
at (address) City
State Zip Code and that these measurements and data are, to the best
of my knowledge and belief, made in accordance with the instructions given.
Witness: Signature
(To Measurer's Signature) Pope & Young Club Official Measurer
MEASURER (Print)
ADDRESS
cITY STATE zP
INSTRUCTIONS

Measurements must be made with a flexible steel tape or steel cable to the nearest one-eighth of an inch. To
simplify addition, please enter fractional figures in eighths. Official measurements cannot be taken for at least
sixty days after the day the animal was killed. Please submit photographs (see below).

A. Number of Points on each antler. To be counted a point, a projection must be at least one inch long AND at
some location, at least one inch from the tip, the length of the projection must exceed its width. Beam tip is
counted as a point but not measured as a point.

B. Tip to Tip Spread is measured between tips of main beams.

C. Greatest Spread is measured between perpendiculars at right angles to the center line of the skull at widest
part whether across main beams or points.

D. Inside Spread on Main Beam is measured at right angles to the center line of the skull at widest point
between main beams. Enter this measurement again in "Spread Credit" column if it is less than or equal to the
length of longer antler: if longer, enter longer antler length for spread credit.

E. Total of Length of all Abnormal Points. Abnormal points are generally considered to be those non-typical in
location. Measure in usual manner and enter in appropriate blanks.

F. Length of Main Beam is measured from lowest outside edge of burr over outer curve to the distant point of the
main beam. The point of beginning is that point on the burr where the center line along the outer curve of the
beam intersects the burr.

G. 1-2-3-4-5-6-7. Length of Normal Points. Normal points project from the top of the main beam as shown in
illustration. They are measured from nearest edge of beam over outer curve to tip. To determine nearest edge
(top edge) of beam, lay the tape along the outer curve of the beam so that the top edge of the tape coincides with
the top edge of the beam on both sides of the point. Draw line along top of tape. This line will be base line from
which point is measured. '

H-1-2-3-4. Circumferences. If first point is missing, take H-1 and H-2 at smallest place between burr and second
point. If G-4 is missing, take H-4 haliway between G-3 and tip of main beam. Circumference measurements must
be taken with a steel tape (a cable cannot be used for these measurements).

Photographs: All entries must include photographs of the trophy. A right side, left side and front
view photograph is required for all antlers. A photograph of the entire animal, preferably at the side
of kill, is requested if al all possible.

Drying Period: To be eligible for entry in the Pope & Young Records, a trophy must first have been
stored under normal room temperature and humidity for at least 60 days after date of kill. No trophy
will be considered wihich has in any way been altered from its natural state.

THIS SCORING FORM MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SIGNED
POPE & YOUNG FAIR CHASE AFFIDAVIT, 3 PHOTOS OF ANTLERS, AND A
RECORDING FEE OF $25.00.

Copyright 1981 by Boone and Crockett Club
{Written request for privilege of complete reproduction is required)
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Certificate and Class Information

* For duplicate Advanced Hunter Education, Bowhunter Education, Firearms Safety, and Snowmobile Safety certifi-
cates, call 1-800-366-8917. There is a charge for the duplicate certificate.

* For a listing of Firearms Safety and Snowmobile Safety classes, call 651-296-4819.

¢ For a listing of Advanced Hunter Education and Bowhunter Education classes, call 651-296-5015.

For more information, contact:

Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road Minnesota
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

651-296-6157 (Metro Area)
1-888-MINNDNR (646-6367) (MN Toll Free)
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf
651-296-5484 (Metro Area) gﬁﬁg}ﬁgg@m
1-800-657-3929 (MN Toll Free) e
http:/ /www.dnr.state.mn.us

“\\*\NESO Ty
ENFORCEHIENT
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PROGRAM

© Copyright 2000, State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is
available to all individuals regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, status with re-
gard to public assistance, age, sexual orientation, or disability. Discrimination inquiries should be sent to MN-DNR, 500
Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4031; or the Equal Opportunity Office, Department of the Interior, Washington, DC
20240.

This information is available in an alternative format upon request.

&) Printed on recycled paper containing a minimum of 10% post-consumer waste and soy-based ink.




