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Upper Mississippi River 
National Recreation Area Study 

GENERAL LOCATION 

Prera~ed by Bureau of Outdoor Recreaticn, Dept. of Interior 



First estimates of the cost of the project is $360,000,000. 
In Minnesota the total cost of land to be acquired is $50,000,000, and 
$13,600,000 for development. The formula for Federal participation, as 
well as approval of the project, will have to be decided by Congress. 

* NOTE: 

A bill to authorize establishment of the Upper Mississippi 
National Recreation Area was introduced in Conaress on ~arch 3, 1971. 
Sponsors were as follows: P.erresentatives John Ky l, Iov.1a; Joseph Karth, 
Minnesota; ~'{1elvin Price, Illinois; Fn~d Schwen r; el, Im·,a; Joe Skubitz, Kansas; 
Roy Taylor, north Caro 1 i na; Vernon Thomson, His cons in, and Chai men t•J ay ne 
Asninall, Co l orado and John Saylor, Pennsylvania, of the House Interior 
Committee. 

The task force has recommended a nim - member council v!ith staff 
services to be provided by t he Secreta. rJ of the .Army. It is pro posed 
that the Council include four representatives from the federal agencies 
and five fro r:i t.1e states. 

Minnesota's representation on the Task Force has ra.is ed r.iany 
questions about the project which have not been comnletely resolved at 
this ti~e. (A complete report on the project is avail able in the files 
of the Minnesota Resources Commission and the State Planning Jl.gency.) 

4. r-1innesota-Hisconsin Boundary Area Commission 

Program emp hasis for the nast t,o years has been on 
development of new cooperative joint planning and research efforts in 
such diverse fields as: 

1) Creation of a St. Croix River Intergovernnental Planning 
ConferP.nce of the ~-0 local govern filents i.n the Lm.!er 
St. Croix Valley to coordinate zoning, recreational 
use and conservation activities in the populart rapidly­
developing rivei corridor. 

2) Stimulation of formulation of a ·master alert and 
r.,obil i zati on r l an by federal and state -agencies and 
industry grours for effective resnonse to accidental 
pollution spills in the Upper ~-1 ississippi water.·✓ ay. 

* Minnea~olis Tribune, March 4, 1971. 
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3) Creation of an Interstate Ecblogical Research . Council, 
as an outgrowth of the Commission's Conference in 
St. Paul in October of 1970 , to draw together a 
cooperative progran for ecological research to 
eliminate gaps in scientific knowledge on the uni que 
resources of the Inters tate resion. 

The Commission has r:i layed a key role in assisting its spons or 
states on th~ federal study of the Lower St. Croix as a potential conponent 
of the National Wild and Scenic Pivers System , and conducted t he first 
detailed s tu dv of boatin1 traff ic on t he lowe r St . rroix in antici~ ati on 
cf the need for develc ~i~g b~tter control s on river use to avoi d o~er­
crO\•JClin g and det~ricration nf th e recrea tional e; ualities of be ar2 a . 

In the future , t he Co7ni ssion intends to seek Congressi cn~l 
consent tc its Inters ta te Co ~D act in order to effectivel y serv2 as a 
P') a rt n er v: i t h its s non s o r s t a te s .i n an Ur r e r " i s s i s s i pp i R i v er G 21 s i n 
Commission , s hould one be forme d. It also plans to continue to serve 
as the clea.ri n~1:10us e for on- scene f act$, informa tion 2nd coor di na tion 
relativ2 to t he f ar- reaching ~ro rosals exDected soon on t [12 Lm·!er 
St . Croix ~Ali l d and Scenic River o l an and t !1e Upper >·1i ss i ss i pf)i River 
National recreation Area. 
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161.143 

}?ROPOSED LF.,GISLATIVE DESCIUPTION 
OF GREAT RIVER HOAD IN MINNESOTA 

Great Rive~ Road; Location of Route. Subd. 1 

APPrnorx " /\" 

The commissioner of highways shall designate, establish and locate the 

Great River Road described in Laws 1959, Chapter 411 and authorized by Minnesota 

Statutes, Section 161.142 as follows: 

·Beginning at the boundary line between the states of Minnesota and Iowa 

on Trunk Highway No. 26; thence northerly on· Trunk Highway No. 26 to junction 

with· Trunk Highway No. 61 at Ia Crescent; thence northwesterly and northerly on 

Trunk Highway No. 61 to junction with Trunk Highway No. 316 in Red Wing; thence 

northerly on Trunk Highway No. 316 to junction with Trunk Highwa;ys No. 55, 316 

and 61 at Hastings; thence northerly and northwesterly on Trunk Highway No. 61 to 

junction with Ramsey County State-Aid Highway No. 36 (Warner Road); thence westerly 

on State-Aid Highway No. 36 to junction with SheJ?3.rd Road in St. Paul; thence 

S0!.!tl!~·:este::·~· ~!'l Shcpo.rd Read to junction _ with Trunk Highwa.Y Nu. 5 and East 
• \ 

Mississippi River Boulevard in St. Paul; (A terminus point for the west bank route 

in MinneaJ?Olis, the description of which follows subseg_uently.) thence northerly 

on East Mississippi River Boulevard to junction with Trunk Highway No. 12 in 

St. Paul; thence westerly on Trunk Highway No. 12 to junction with Interstate 

Route No. 35W in Minneapolis; (A point in common with the west bank route in 

Minneapolis) . 

!Ibe description of ~he .west bank route in the City of Minneapolis is as 

follows: From the junction of Trunk Highway No. 5, East Mississippi River Boulevard 

and Shepard Road in St. Paul; thence southwesterly on Trunk Highway No. 5 to junction 

\Tith Trunk Highway ~o. 55 at Fort S~elling; thence northwesterly on Trunk High;ay 

No. 55 to junction with Godfrey Road in Minneapolis; thence northeasterly on Godfrey 

Road to junction with West Mississippi River Boulevard; thence northerly on West 

Mississippi River Boulevard to junction with Third Street in -Minneapolis; thence 



westerly on Third Street tojunction with Cedar Avenue and Trunk Highway No. 12; 

thence westerly on Trunk Highway No. 12 to junction witp Interstate Route 35w. At 

this point the cast and west bank route joins and the Great River ·Road continues 

a.s follow$: thence southwesterly and westerly on Interstate Route No. 35W to 

junction with Interstate Route No. 94 thence on Interstate Route No. 94 to junction ,~; ·1,i 

Trunk Highway _No. 101 at the City of Rogers; thence northwesterly on Trunk Highway 

No. 101 to junction with Wright County., State-Aid Highway No. 39; thence north­

westerly on State-Aid.Highway No. 39 to junction with Interstate Route No. 9h at 

Monticello; thence northwesterly on Interstate Route No. 94 to junction with 

Trunk Highway No. 152 in St. Cloud; thence northerly on Trunk Highway No. 152 to 

junction with Stearns County State-Aid Highway No~ l; thence northwesterly on 

State-Aid Highway No. 1 to north Stearns County line; thence northwesterly on 

·. Morrison County State-Aid Highway No. 21 to junction with Morrison County State­
;-/,~/,.~~, 

Aid Highway No. 25; thence northerly on State-Aid11 Ho. 25 to junction with Morrison 

County Hoad No. 224; thence northerly on County Road No, 224 bypassing the CH:r 

of Little Falls to the west to junction\with Morrison County Road No. 213; thence 

northerly on County Road No. 213 to junction of Trunk Highway No. ll5 and the · 

southern boundary of Camp Ripley; thence generally following along the westerly 

and northerly side of the Mississippi River or adjacent thereto, through Morrison, 

Cass and Crow Wing Counties to junction with Crow Wing County State-Aid High'i0Y 

No. 11 at the east boundary of Crow Wing Fores.tin Perry Lake Township; thence· 

northeasterly on State-Aid High,iay No. 11 to east Crow Wing County Line; thence 
• '--

easterly on Aitkin County State-Aid Highway No. ~4 to junction. with Aitkin County 

State-Aid Highway No. 21; thence easterly and northeasterly on State-Aid Highway 

No. 21 to junction ·with Trunk ~ighway No. 169; thence generally following along 

the easterly and southerly side of the Mississippi River or adjacent thereto, to . 
'· 
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junction with Trunk Highway No. 232 near the City of Pallisade; thence easterly 

on Trunk Highway No. 232 to junction with Trunk Hir;hway No. (55 connecti~g to Aitkin 

County State-Aid Highway No. 10 in Section 2 Libby ~ownship; thence northerly on 

State-Aid Highway No. 10 to north Aitkin County Line; thence northwesterly on 

Itasca County State-Aid Highway No. 3 to junction with Itasca County Road No. 448; 

thence generally following along the west side of the Mississippi River bypassing 

the Cities of Grand Rapids and Cohassent to the south· to junction with Tr:unk Highway 

• No. 2 at the wes_t limits of Cohasset; thence. northwesterly on Trunk Highway No. 2 

to. junction with Itasca County State-Aid Highway No. 11; thence northwesterly and­

bypassing Deer River to the north to junction with Trunk Highway No. 46 west of 

Deer River; thence on Trunk Highway No. 46 to junction with Itasca County State­

Aid Highway No. 9 north of Little Winnibigoshish Lake; thence northwesterly and 
't 

. generally following the shoreline of Lake Winnibigoshish to the Mississippi River 

Inlet located on the west shore; thence generally following the north bank of the 

Mlt>t>h;~lJ!l-'l River Lo Cass Lake; inence generaLLy folloWing t-ne north shorelines 

of Cass Lake and east and south shorelines of Buck lake to junction with Beltrami 

"---County State-Aid Highway No. 33; thence westerly and easterly on State-Aid Highway 

No. 33 to junction with Beltrami County State-Aid Highway No. 8; thence southwesterly 

passing between Wolf and Little Wolf Lake_s to junction with Trunk Highway No. 2; 

thence westerly and northwesterly on Trunk Highway No. 2 to junction with Beltrami 

County Road No. 404; thence westerly on County Road No. 404 to junction with 

Trunk Highway No. 71. (A 9oint common to the continuation of the route to the 

Cariadian border and to "The Source" at Lake Itasca; the description of the route 

-to "the Source" follows subsequently) thence northerly and northeasterly on Trunk 

Highway No. 71 to junction with Trunk Highway No. 72 in Blackduck; thence northerly 

on T.H. No. 72 to junction with T.H. 11 in Baudette; (point of connection to the 

C d • P -'' f O t h ) h ana ian rovice o n ario, across t e Rainy River. t ence westerly on T.H. No. 11 
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to junction with T.II. No. 313 in Warroad; thence northerly <?n T.H. No. 313 to the 

port of entry to the Canadian Province of Manitoba and there terminating . 
• 

Route to "The Source" 

Beginning at the junction of T.H. No. 2, T.H. No. 7l~Beltrami County State­

Aid High\tay No. ll and Beltrami County Road No. 404; thence wes-terly on State-Aid 

Highway lJo~ ll to the northwest of Lake Marquette; thence southwesterly passing 

to the north of Fern Lake and generally following the south and east bank of the 

Mississippi River in Beltrruni, Hubbard and Clearwater Counties to Lake Itasca 

and there terminating. 

, 
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A bill for an act 

relating to the Mississippi river 
parkway commission; amending _Minnesota 
Statutes 1969, Section 161.1419, . 
Subdivisions 2, 3, 4, and 6. 

APPE:mrx "B" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1969, Section 161.1419, 

Subdivision ·2, is amended to read: 

Subd. 2. The commission shall be composed of aifle ~ 

members of which three shall be appointed by the governor, 

thr ee shall be members of the .senate to be appointed by 

th~ committee on committees, and three_ shall be members 

_:,-_of the house <Jif representatives to be -_appointed by the 
: i 

speaker. The ;tenth member shall be the secretary appointed 

Eursuant ~to subdivision 3. The member's of the comn1ission 

shall be ;selected innnediately after final enactment of 

this act .. and shall serve for a term expiring at the close 

of the next regular session of the legislature and until 

their successors are appointed. Successor members · shall 

be appointed at the close of each regular session of 

the legislature by the same appointing authorities. Membe·rs 

may be reappointed. Any vacancy shall be filled by the 

appointing au~hority. The commissioner of highways, the 

· .commissiqper qf conservation, and the :director of the 

Minnesota historical society shall be ex officio members, 

and shall be in addition to the nine members heretofore 

provided ; for. :· Innnediately upon making the appointments to 

the commission the appo°inting authorities shall so notify 

the Mississippi river parkway commission, hereinafter 

· •called the national connnission, giving the names and 

- : • ·address en .:_ of the members so appoin_ted. 



i _· 

- ~ ;-- > Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 196 7, Section 161.1419, 
V - , ~ ... ... '- -

-~-h~tv_isioq. 3, is amended to read: 

. .,,_'.. ~> --. .§.~bd. 3. The commission may hold meetings and hearings 

,at: ·sucJi time and p _lac~s as it may· designate to accomplish 

_ L~~A, p_!.ITToses set fo~th in this section and may subpoena 

i4~~Bses and records. It shall select a chainnan, a 

yl~~:-cJ-iairman, and such other officers from its membership 

·._~_s l:-~::,9eems nec~ssary. The comi-nission shall appoint a 

_ ;e,_e_cr~tary. who shall also serve as a -connnission member. 

~--- -::~i t. ,Sec . 3" Minnesota Statutes 196 7; Section 161.1419, 

_$~1ld_iy js :ton 4, is amended to read: 

~:,~.-.-. --. 1 $ .y.bcL 4. _ Members _. of the commission shall serve 

:wi_tho!.lt c ompensation but shall be allowed and paid their 

_ac~~at traveling and other expenses necessarily incurred 

;i_n-_., t_h~ .. performance of their duties" The commission may 

_pqrc_h9 _se.:. supplies 2 employ part time or full time employees, 

ap.d dp~ all things reasonably necessary and convenient 

in ~carryin g 0,µt the purposes of this :section. 'fhe 

' eernmi_B Bi BR- 8 ha± J.-tiS e- t:ae- av a i ±ab±. e- i ae i ±i ties- SR6 

fH:;rsenRel- ef-t:he-legisl~tive-~eseal?eR-eemmittee-r -

Reimburstkment for expenses incurred shali be made 

pursuant~: to the rules . governing state - employees. 

Sec;~ 4. '.: Minnesota Statutes 1967', Section 161.1419, 

. Subdivision 6~ is amended to read: 

Subd. 6. ; The commission shall be an affiliate of 
,, ' 

the national :commission and as a member of the national 

commission may pay an annual fee ef-ru,e-t:e-exeeea-$1;989 

for its ~qual 1 share of the planning program of the national 

commission. 
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Subd. 7 is added to read: 

Subd, 7. The Commission nDy review the oro~rarns of the various 

interstate connacts anct Corimissions involvP.d in wa ter a·nd land use 

activities alon0 the 'flississinni River in ~innesota and report to the 

Legislature biennially any duplic~tion of ~ro0rams and funding as well as 

its rec omricndations for ne1.·1 leriisla.tion. 

r 

LEGJSlATJV EFERENC UBRARY 
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