


















































Appendix 6 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT GREAT RIVER ROAD PROGRAMS 

Although there has been a considerable amount of highway improvement 
work done on various segments of trunk highways and county roads, which 
are presently marked as Great River Road Routes, it cannot rightly be 
claimed as Great River Road accomplishments. These proje~ts were selected 
for improvement under regular highway construction programming procedures 
according to highway needs and priority ratings and considerations. 

Since special funds have never been appropriated for construction of the 

Great River Road any improvements made thereon in Minnesota ·were financed 
with usual state and federal aid funds. These funds are insufficient for 
supporting existing trunk highway needs and, therefore, the Highway Department 
has maintained a neutral position concerning the Great River Road program. In 
the event that federal funding is made available exclusively ·for the Great 
River Road, the Highway Department will certainly respond with greater 
enthusiasm. 

In the meantime the department will continue to contribute to the Great 

River Road program by furnishing whatever advisory or technical services 
that are requested by the Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission. 

Specific activities which have been completed or undertaken by the 
Minnesota Highway Dep artment on projects relating to the Great River Road 
are as follows: 

CONTRACTS LET DURING 1973: 

County T.H. 

Beltrami 71 

Stearns 94 

Stearns 94 

Location 

CSAH 22 to 1 Mi. N. 
Crosswell Ave. in 
Blackduck 

T.H. 152 (CSAH 7) 
to 2.0 Mi. S.E. of 
St. Augusta Creek 
3.5 Mi. - Completed 
and opened to traffic 
during 1974 

Cost 

$4,488,253 

$1,305,000 

T~H. 152 (CSAH 7) to $3,170,000 
2.5 Mi. West of Hasty-
10.3 Mi. -
Completed and opened to 
traffic during 1974 
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Type Let. 
Work Date 

Grading 9-28-73 
& Surfacing 

Grading 6-22-73 
and Brs. 

Paving 11-30-73 



CONTRACTS LET DURING 1974: 

Location - Type Let. 
County T.H. Distance Cost Work Date 

Ramsey 61 Warner Road & $31,523 Lighting Jan. 19.74 
T.H. 61 

Hennepin 94 At 25th Ave. So. $75,000 Traffic Sept. 1974 
Signals 

The Minnesota Highway Department has also been active in the preparation 
of Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) along the · Great River Road route. 
The segments of the GRR requiring such action during 1973 and 1974 are as follows: 

1. Trunk Highway 71 - Bemidji to Blackduck was completed and approved 
by the U.S. Department of Transportation on May 8, 1973. 

2. An EIS for the Bemidji Bypass is in the preliminary stage. 

3. Trunk Highway 61 ~ in Cottage Grove, for 2 new grade separations 
at Jamaca Avenue and at Grange Boulevard and a safety betterment 
improvement of the Chemolite Road interchange. 

4. A draft of the EIS for the T.H. -61 Minnesota City Bypass has been 
completed. 

5. A Negative Declaration (in lieu of EIS) has been submitted for 
adding one roadway to T.H. 61 between Minnesota City and the 
north Winona County line. 

County T.H. 

Hennepin 94 

Hennepin 94 

Ramsey 94 

Ramsey 94 ,-

Ramsey 94 

Location -
Distance Cost 

Between C.M.St.P.& $471,308 
P.R.R. and Henn.-Ramsey 
Line 

From C.M.St.P. & P.R.R, $75,000 
to Henn.-Rams~y Co.Line 

Mounds Blvd. to White · $844,256 
Bear Ave. 

T.H. 94 ramp terminals $123,776 
at E. 3rd St. & T.H. 61 
(Mounds Blvd.) 

Broadway St. to Mounds $98,240 
Blvd. 
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Type 
Work 

Traffic 
Noise 
Barrier 

Traffic 
Noise 
Barrier & 

Planting 

Let. 
Date 

May 1974 

Nov. 1974 

Noise Abate- July 1974 
ment (Wall) 
and Fencing 

Traffic 
Signals 

Lighting 

April 1974 

June· 1974 



Location - Type Let. 
County T.H. Distance Cost Work Date 

Ramsey 94 Mounds Blvd. to $175,000 Landscape June 1974 
White Bear Ave. Project (Noise 

Wall Plantings) 

Goodhue 61 Main st. - Red Wing $122,868 Turn Lanes & June 1974 
Relocation 
of Main St. 

The .Department prepared and submitted to the Federal Highway Administration 
on May 1, 1974, in accordance with FHWA Notice N5180.l, dated February 13, 1974, 
maps showing the Great River Road as designated by the 1973-74 Minnesota 
Legislature, and a tabulation of needs cost estimates for its development. 
This submittal was required of all GRR states and is to be used as a basis for 
determining the allocation of funds provided for the development of the GRR 
by the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1973. 
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Appendix 7 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES - PROGRAMS OF THE DIVISION OF 
PARKS AND RECREATION RELATING TO THE GREAT RIVER ROAD 

There has been a close liaison between the Minnesota 
Mississippi River Parkway Commission and the Division of Parks 
and Recreation in the Department of Natural Resources during 
the past biennium. Following is a listing of the projects and 
activities that the Department has been involved in which pertain 
to the Great River Road: 

No. 1 

The Park development projects in State Parks located along the Mississippi 
River. 

Charles A. Lindbergh 
Campground Development 
Picnic Area Rehabilitation 
Obliteration & Landscape Grading 

Crow Wing 
Construct Swimming Beach 
Picnic Shelter Building 
Workshop and Garage 
Boundary Survey and Fencing 
Trails and Interpretation 

Fort Snelling 
Refectory Buildings 
Sanitation Buildings (2) 
Beach Surfacing 
Utilities - Picnic Areas 
Sanitation Buildings (2) 
Shelter Buildings (2) 
Roads and Parking Areas 
Utilities - Service Area 
Roads and Parking Area 
Trails and Interpretation 
Entrance Bridge 
Polo and Parade Grounds Development 
Chapel Repair 

Frontenac 
Boundary Survey & Marking 
Trail Center and Trails 
Landscape Grading and Planting 
Roads and Parking 
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$10,000 

$ 75,000 

$325,000 

$ 20,000 



No. 2 

Itasca 

Erosion Control, Landscape Grading 
and Planting 

Picnic Area Expansion, Including 
Parking 

Rehabilitate Buildings 
Underground Wiring, Secondary 
Hiking and Bicycle Trails, 

Including Shelters and Interpretation 
Camping Area Improvement, Including 

Electrical Outlets 
Rehabilitate Douglas Lodge Dining Porch 
Staff Quarters, Douglas Lodge (new) 
Pioneer Camp Development 
Fence Shop Area 

John Latsch 
Picnic Area Improvement 
Campground I~provement 

Lake Bemidji 
Beach Area Toilet Facilities 
Sewage Disposal System 
Planting and Landscape Grading 
Footbridge to Boating and Hiking Areas 
Campground Improvement 
Lakeshore Erosion Control 
Entrance Portals and Signs 
Council Ring, Trails and Interpretation 

O. L. Kipp 
Obliteration, Landscaping ctnd Planting 
Campground Development 
Picnic Area Development 
Administrative Area 
Roads, Parking and Trails 
Utilities 

Schoolcraft 
Road Improvement 
Enlarge Boat Harbor and Parking 
Wood Storage Shelter 

$129,000 

$ 2,000 

$ 44,500 

$115,000 

$ 8,000 

As part of the $100,000 MRC appropriation for study of Wild and Scenic 
Rivers, the 1973 Legislature, we have a preliminary ~onsultant contract with 
Mark Hurd, Aerial Surveys, Inc. for base photography for $11,000, and we have 
begun drafting the management plan from Anoka to St. Cloud. This study will 
be completed some time in 1975, but this document is a major base for not 
only Wild and Scenic River Program but to be utilized by the counties for shore­
line zoning and flood plain zoning. It also might be used for other location 
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purposes. The working copies are in the Division of Parks and Recreation's 
file. Also, these base photos may be reproduced and be utilized by anyone 
else that is interested in them~ 

This is the extent of our involvement during the last two years. We look 
forward to continuing the Wild and Scenic Rivers Study along the major 
portion of the Mississippi River. Ideally, we would like to go from the Twin 
Cities to the Headwaters. We also look forward to the possibility of some 
major State trail along the entire Mississippi River . This would be what we 
call a corridor trail and would provide a base for other local trails along 
the Mississippi. 

As a part of our scenic river study (St. Cloud - Anoka), we will look at 

recreational management of this area. I would like to get together with 
the Commissioner to discuss trails, river-oriented recreational sites and 
possible project financing. I anticipated doing this some time in November, 
if possible. Our target date for completion of the Mississippi River Manage­
ment (draft) for public meetings, is January, 1975. 
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April 30, 1974 

E. Dean Carlson 
Division_ Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
Metro Square Building 
7th & Robert Streets 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Re: Great River Road 
Code: HHO-13 

Dear Mr. Carlson: 

Appendix 8 

The State of Minnesota has an abundance of scenery throughout its entire 
territory. Famous as "The Land of 10,000 Lakes", one of which is the source 
of the great Mississippi River, we are also fortunate to have gr~at hardwood 
forests in the south, the serenity of coniferous forest in the north, the 
rugged shoreline of Lake Superior, and gently rolling, highly productive 
farm lands throughout. Swiftly flowing creeks with rapids and waterfalls 
mature into great, slow flowing rivers of commerce and recreation. Eons of 
glacial activity molded the land in many ways and left the abundance of lakes 

· and rivers that we enjoy today. The Boundary Waters Canoe Area in the 
"Arrowhead" region is a million acres of portage-linked lakes and streams 
where one can enjoy a true wilderness experience. Voyageur's National Park 
located near International Falls promises to be a popular attraction for visitors. 
Minnesota abounds with wild life which provides excellent hunting for both 
upland and water fowl as well as deer, bear and other maITLmals. Truly a year­
round recreation paradise. 

Minnesota has over 600 miles (Canadian Alternate not included) of Great River 
Road providing access to · its superabundant areas of scenic, historical and 
recreational interest. It passes thru the largest population center of the 
state (Twin City Metropolitan Area) and is the international connection with 
Canada. 

The Great River Road route as marked on the enclosed maps was established 
by the 1973-1974 state legislature and follows on existing roads of various 
jurisdictions. The current route deviates considerably from its previous 
location for which Phase II studies had been completed. (The revisions were 
made mainly because of environmental concerns.) 

The enclosed tabulation of needs cost estimates for development oi the Great 
River Road is based upon the "Interim Service Level Plan" using 1973 prices, 
without provisions to reflect inflationary trends. 

The "Interim Service Level Plan" was developed and adopted by the Department 
as a long-range plan for development of a completely adequate State Trunk 
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E. Dean Carlson 
April 30, 1974 
P_~ge. 2 

Highway System by 1986. This plan has been periodically updated to reflect 
construction accomplishments and changing costs. A comparison of needs study 
cost estimates to the costs of contracts awarded in recent years shows 
that our needs study costs are conservative. We believe that the "Interim 
Service Level Plan" is a good plan even though the Department's level of 
funding to date, has not been sufficient to make this goai attainable. 

The plan identifies the corridors in which highways should be developed to 
freeway, expressway, major trunk and trunk highway standards. These standards 
are defined as follows: 

Freeway A multilane divided facility with full control of access. 
Similar to the Interstate Highway System, all crossroads 
are separated, access is provided only through interchanges, 
and no direct access to adjacent land is permitted. 

Expressway A multilane divided facility with partial control of access; 
that is, some at-grade crossings and some direct access 
to adjacent land will be permitted. 

Major Trunk Normally an undivided two-lane facility with partial control 
of access to adjacent land that will by-pass the congested 
areas of the municipalities it directly serves. 

Trunk Highway: Normally an undivided two-lane facility with partial 
control of access that will continue _to penetrate the 
congested areas of the municipalitie~ it serves. 

The Interim Service Level Classification is shown on the enclosed map, so titled. 

The "Canadian Link", "Source Link" and "Canadian Alternate", referred to on 
the cost estimate tabulation sheets are shown on the enclosed state map entitled 
"Specific Route for Great River Road". 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Burrill 
Assistant Commissioner 
Transportation and Transit 
Planning and Programming 

Enclosures 

CEB:as 
E. J. Broos 

cc: 
F. Robert Edman 
Mississippi River Parkway Commission 

2 



GREAT 

• l{p (J f. I I I i 1f 
[ 

CouwTY ----------------------

-{'Q cos rs ${_000) 
. . '\ t, 

M1LE.S c,,O . 
Ro.W. TDTRL RE-;,ARl<S :>v--<:-' Cr.iri Sl""RU C.TIOH 

- . --- . - ·· - . . 

F.RI, 5/,C,5 ~oS-9/f 1'/G/1 95513 
- . . .. - - - -

67L/,9L/ 3ogo.c9 _;3 1.~9 3;2.1 (t/8_ 
C .. S.A.H. ~7.o3 5" 3 ?--;L. I'/ I 

- . ----- - ·•-- ·-·- - - - - -- - - - · .,. . . - - - - - ·-

. cJi,. / ~.,oG ?oi/ S:<, ?5 G 
- -- --- •• • -- •••• ~~~-R- - 1-j·;3 ~ ----l~f - - -- --~f-- _·· _-_-:· i~ ~-

.;. 

r's/~ / · I s I 

Tot.c; 1.. i '813, 1?,.. I 3 7_:?., ~ 1.r 1t J ._ ;;.. ~ 77 Co l/ ;z~ G, ;z o I 

I\ Q IJ 

Mn-1 N l'-..Ou.Tr: - FRom THE· Sou.,rl fllrv Su;rc: L1>JE. - • _ . 

To Tri£. Sod.11-l __ J<--T TJ--1 :l_ A>Jo _TJ-17/ Sou.TH t>f BE;?llDJ1 

,, ;, • 

. C ft NA-DJ AH L • N K. - FROM Tri t. Sou.. nl Jc. T TH :1. A tJ I) TH .71 -: 

Tc, Tt-lE. Nor?Tf-1 i\l\ fJ s,ATC L.,AJe.. -·Ar INT£1<.VATIOl./AL FAUS 

~ ~ 

CruJADJ~,J fh-TefhJ~1E..- fR.o, . .A Tf-1£. Jc..T TH 'J..0O 1 CLE.t>-~1Jr.-re.R L SfH-l 3 s -
3 

To 111£ tlct~Tf-1 m fJ SnffE.. l-... n.1£.. NoRTH af lUl,1~RO tdJ 



,. 

_ _ _ _ Co u rv TY __ S_n_A__;_· n_r:._· vJ----=-1D.:.::__::c:_.:...:__--=--· ---:-----~----

. . . . .. . 
-- . . .. --- --·· . . - . - . ··- ··· ... ---:-....;.-- -· .. ----:--· --- ----· ·· - . ·-- ---- -- -- -· ·· -- - -- .. -

L [;({ S ,RV.. C.T 101I 

F.R.I, 5;. (o5 . 3'o F -1~ 
- . - · . - , · . . . 

_____________ ___ T-.H., 37J,/_1 ?-{BS1_8 __ 

c .. sj-u-1. 11-;, 111-· L/ 711-B 
- - - - ----- - -- -- • -

C,R­

llvp. 

,-- -
., OtAL 

.. -90 .tJ __ _ 

J/7-

R·o. vi. ToTAL 

IL/019 

-/I ?.f.?_ -
---· -~! ~ 7. -
. -.... -· 5 ;z_ ~--­

q 

75'513 

;;2..70~73 
- .. .... . . --- --

L/ B SS - . - - . . -

.. ·ef_~---· 
1~/ 

37/.7t/-8 
.I 

. . . ·- . -·-· · · ·--··· ---· --·--·-· ·-·-- - ··-·· ·- · - · · -- - -- . · . ·:··: ~- -- . . ·. · -·---·-. -· -- - - .. : . · · . _·_ - ·-·-- · -

. . . 
.... .... • -- -- • -- -- . --------- -- --- ·- ·- --- ·· ··· · --. - -· .. 

. . 
• • • --- ·- • - . . . . . . . - - ---~ --- - --- --- ·-·· --- - · - . --- ·- ··: .. . -· - ·•····· - -- . 

. . ... . . . .. . . - - .. - .. 

4 

. 

. .. 
-. 

. . . . 



' l[ ' I V / I I I I • 
I 

JI 
• CA1✓AOIRI/ 

CouIY TY SrAr1Sw10£· _ _,;;._ __ __:. _______________ _ 

C o S r 5 ,t{_ ooo) 

M1LE..S 1 

RE-mARKS • LcHiS"rRU.C.T1t>tl f R.O. W, . TDTA L 
·- . ... ···- .. ----+----t-----+----------+-------+--------

• F.R.I, 
. . ·- · ·- -· · - - . . ·-. 

- - -- - -- -- .. - --· 

. H 1:.' 

C .. S.A.H. 

--- --- · ·· -· - - • .. . . ~,~- . 

• 1wp. 

' - -- - -· -·- - ··· -·-- - - ----·-- --- - .. - -- ---- - - - --·- -· - -- - - ·--- -- - --- - -

- ·· .. ··-·- ·~' -·· ·· . · · --···• ·- · · •··· ..:,·-·-· -· · ··· ·· · ··· ·---- - · ·· · - · · · - . :·- ···- • . . ·._. . ..... ~ .. -~ . ... .. - · - · - · ··· - ··- · - ·· · . . ·· · ·· · .... -·- . . 

. . 
.. _· _- ·: - - ------- -- ··-_· ------ :- · - -- - --- --- ----- - - --- -- - . 

. . . . . • . · - · · ·.·· · · - : •· · . . : - · :·-· · ······ · ··-·· .. • . .. •. ··• . .. . . - ... ·- .. . ·· ·-· ··-

5 
........ 

• ✓ • 



nr ' l • I I I I ·r 

I( . I I 

• Sov~ R CE- L1lv/< 

CourvTY Sr,1rcvJ10£ . 

M1Le.5 Ro.W. 1°DTRL 
.. .. · -- . .. - ·· ----;------1-------t------t------.,------~ 

- . ·- . ·-----· . - - ---- -- . 
F.R.I, 

1:1-t 

C.S.A.H. 
- - -· ·- -----· -

C,R . 
- - --- -- -- - - -

iivp . 

. \ 

..... 

~? $7 
__ b. !{p __ 

.. ~ .~_9$ __ 

3 t/3 

6 

3 6~'?.$ -· 
__ . __ -_q__fl :>_ 

--· - .. . - - .. - - - - - --



t Ap n l-1 I 1/ 7 1f 

Courv TY STAnw,og. 

- ~ Co s rs ~[ooo) ~p 
. t, 

~1 IL e. .S 
.. ()" 

C. 
R-O. w. ToTRL REr~ARKS ~' • 

CO t{ S 'r R:). C:T l D ;/ ~·} 

F.HI, : 

.. -
- . - . • . - . · - .. 

. . 

TH, 1.55, ~() ./ 3 4. C1 ____ I J 3 /3 ~-7 
,_ 

·- .. ,0 ·-- - - .. - . . - - ··- --- ------
- -

5 C .. SJU-l. ___ Cf,~1 ~ 3 I - L/ ~ 3 
-- · - . - - . . .. . - - . . -- - --- . - . - - ·· -- .. . . -. - - . . . - . .. . . ·-- - -· .. - - --·-------

(:,R. -
-- ·--· ---- . . . --* l. 

~R. 
. . . -· --- - ·- ·- - --- - -- - -- . -- - - ·· . - --- -- ·· - - - -- · · - .. -- . -- --- ---· - · - . 

/0,00 3 '1 3 ~ G L/ I c; 
--r- I ,~~-:2 I id 1"1C~ I 1/.. ~ I L./. 2 ) / ... I ri "i ·n , j I 
IV I IH,-. I , , v , r..,; I I '.) 1./ V ..._, j_ I I _V I I ""-(?"--~ - - - . - -- - -I 

- . 
- ------. · ---- ---- ------- ------ ---- - - -- - -- ------ - ---- - - - - ------ - --· - - -- - --- -- --- - - - - - -- ------ - · - -· - -- - - -- - ·- ---- -- · ·-·. 

. . - - - - .• 

. - ·- - ··- - - ·- · · ·· · - ·· - -- - -· •• •• - ·-. --- -- - . . -· •·- ----·-·· -. - - - - -- - - - . - - - . - ---- - ---

• > 7 




