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December 1, 1998

State ofMinnesota

Minnesota Department of Corrections
Office ofthe Commissioner

The Honorable Allan H. Spear, Chair
Senate Crime Prevention Committee
120 Capitol Building
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

The Honorable Wes Skoglund, Chair
House Judiciary Committee
477 State Office Building
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Senator Spear and Representative Skoglund:

Laws of Minnesota 1998, Chapter 367, Article 2, Section 31, requires the commissioner of corrections to
submit a report to you concerning the use of money appropriated from the penalty assessment authorized by
Minnesota Statutes Section 609.3241.

According to the Department of Finance, $17,619.93 was collected under Section 609.3241 in fiscal year 1995.
No money has been collected since then. These funds were recently transferred to the commissioner of correc
tions as provided by Minnesota Statutes Section 609.3241. With the consolidation of victim services under the
Minnesota Center for Crime Victim Services, the funds were then transferred to the Department of Public
Safety for use by the center. The funds have not been expended.

Marie Bibus, director of the Minnesota Center for Crime Victim Services, indicated to this agency on October
7, 1998, that the center planned to divide the funds equally and issue two short-term special project grants to
the following programs: Breaking Free and PRIDE. The programs will use the additional grant funds to pro
vide assistance to individuals who have stopped or wish to stop engaging in prostitution. Please see the
attached memorandum from Ms. Bibus for additional information regarding these programs.

OthrielJ.LaFl~~
Commissioner

cc: Marie Bibus, Minnesota Center for Crime Victim Services
Karen Robinson, DOC Assistant Commissioner
Shirley Flekke, DOC Financial Services Director
Legislative Reference Library
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MEMORANPUM

TO: Shirley Flekke
Dept. of Com..~tionslFinance Division

FROM: Marie Bibus
Director ofMCCVS

RE: Funds availa1)le to assist individuals in leaving prositution
DATE: October 7, 1998

00 rn©rnDW~[ID
JAN 05 '1999

The Minnesota Center fOJ: crime Victim SeJvices recently n:ceived the accumuhned~ty
assessment fimds under Milm. Stat 609.3241. The Center plans to dh.':id¢ the funds.equally and issue two
short-term special project grants to the following programs: Breaking Free and PRIDE. Both of these
pi'Qyam5 receive other funding fmm the CentcI and meet OUI program ~<ls. The funds will be issued
soon through a grant supplemem. The programs wiU use the additional grant funds to provide assistance to

in(lj,viduals who have stopped or wish to stop engaging in prostitution n~ legislation 5tates that funds
may be used for medical care, child care, tempoWy housing. and educationai expenses.

The following is a description of me two progtams that will receive the grants:

1. r.BIDE
PRIDE is a S\lj)port program in MinneapoliS that helps '!4'omen~ youth e&;apf: prostitution PRIDE
stands for from Prostitution to Independence, Dignity and Equality. PRIDE is part of Family~
Childt:en's Services, a private, nOll~profit human senrice agency that provi<ks professional mental
health counseling snd comprehensive f3rnily support services, PRIDE offers various service~ sueh as:
eomidentW support groups for survivors, 24-hour crisis line and emergeru;y relocation in coordination
with the H3rriet Tubman Women's Shdter, advoCacy services £0 assist in finding housing, legal
assistance, ¢hild care, education and e.ml?loyment planning, court advocacy through the Prostitution
Intervention Project, chemical dependency <miessmenfE and relapse prevention assistanQe and
t1'afi~Qna1 hollSing,

2. BREAKING FREE
Breaking Free 'Wag est3blisbed in Sl. Paul in 1996 to serve women invQlved in 5Ystems of prostitution
and Olber battered W()mrn who have been involved in the criminal justice system. This ptOgJam
provides advocacy services, case management, social services, supj)Ort groups, HIV prevention
education and outreach, ml4 mtining in ~5Q)'CQunty. Breaking:Free maintains a coD1rnCl with~
VOA Women's Co~onal Facility in Ramsey County to provide weekly educational support.groups
for incarcerated residents there, and also has acontract with Olmstead County to provide weeklycase
~me1lt to female offenders and consuitation and educariou to probation officel"li and socia1
workers.

Please let me know ityou need further inftmnation.

An equal oppo/fu"ily ~",pIOY(J!
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