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We are pleased to report a year of positive results toward achieving our mission of
improving learning for all young people in Minnesota. MAEF initiatives address
sllccessfullearning in two ways:

]. Through direct services to students and schools, and
2. Through advocacy in communities on behalf of young people and their

futures.

In 1996, these approaches leveraged powe!ful impact and conveyed convincing
messages.

MAEF is pleased in this report to cOlmnunicate evidence of our continued good
work - impact and customer satisfaction measures and testimonials from the young
people who benefit from MAEF programs.

MAEF has provided a VOICE for these young people to be responsible partners for
managing their own learning and for improving education delivery in their schools.
MAEF also has ET\1POWERED these young people to make positive changes in
their communities. Over and over again, students have told us how MAEF activities
provide real opportunities for them to lead, to serve and to learn LIFE SKILLS.
And, young people and their families have cited the POWER OF RECOGNITION
by MAEF as an important motivator for ensuring that student learning remains a
critical goal.

We thank the hundreds of volunteers throughout Minnesota who assisted us in this
important work. MAEF volunteers are committed and energetic people who fre­
quently cite their passion for MAEF and its ideals as their reasons for volunteering.

Additionally, we thank those individuals and institutions who continue to invest
revenue in MAEF and its programs. MAEF investors include students and their
families, associations and organizations, individuals, corporations, foundations and
the Minnesota Legislature. Each gift is appreciated and is used to directly serve
Minnesota students, schools and communities.

MAEF ended fiscal year 1996 strongly positioned to continue its work and to
accelerate and improve the development and delivery of new and ongoing programs
and services. We look forward to new challenges and new opportunities for MAEF
to make a difference.

Erling Johnson,
Chair

Andrew Humphrey,
Vice Chair

Zona Sharp-Burk,
Executive Director

Minnesota Academ2:xcellence Foundation
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Students Building S]dlls
For The Future

-Koa Vang
Brooklyn Center

1996-97 Governor's Scholar

Marcia Love,
Program Committee
Co-Chair

Beverly Sullivan,
Program Committee
Co-Chair

Governor's
Scholars
helped me
prepare
for the
future, and it gives students the self-confidence that anything can
be accomplished.

EMPOWERING Young
People to Make Positive
Change

GOVERNOR'S SCHOLARS provides training
and service experiences for young people to
develop leadership and quality improvement
skills. At right, students use a quality tool
(fishbone) to determine root causes of commu­
nity problems.

Results to date include:
• An increased level of interest in the program,

from 120 to 777 nominees.
• High levels of satisfaction reported by student

participants.
• 55% of the Scholars completed service

projects at a high level of impact.

Providing a VOICE for Students to Improve Instruction

MAEF's
Student
Symposium
is a great
way to learn
from us, the
students,
what we
really want
to learn
from our
schools, and how we want to learn it. It was interesting that students
from across the country have similar ideas on how to improve school
systems. It does work!

-Holly Wildman
Brooten-Belgrade-Elrosa

Willmar & Erie, PA Symposium

WHAT WORKS? ASK THE STUDENTSI
(piloted in 1996) empowers students to
increase responsibility for their own learning
and assists teachers in improving their instruc­
tional delivery by using feedback from
students. What Works? utilizes two methods: a
focus group/discussion group format with
students and a formal survey to validate the
focus group results. The affinity format and
survey are effective with students of all
interest, ability and achievement levels.

• Students report the relationship with their
teacher as the most important contributor to
their learning.

• Students want teachers to expect learning
and to encourage learning.

• Students report 10%-40% of their time in
school as non-productive.

Minnesota Academic3ccellence Foundation
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Motivating Learners Through the POWER of RECOGNITION

GATHERING was afun eventfor kids who are academic
all-stars! It's goodfor your self-esteem and makes you
want to keep trying.

-Andy Leikvoll
Atwater Cosmos Grove City

TEAMING Young People
With Adults

PARTNERS FOR QUALITY assists schools in
improving their management, measurement and
learning systems. In 1996, MAEF completed an
impact study of Partners for Quality. Results to date:
• 12% of the sites completed a full asssessment.
• 57% of the sites improved levels of customer

satisfaction.
• 57% of the sites now use data to drive planning

and decision making.
• 52% of the sites realigned resources to focus on

improvement targets.
• 8% of the sites report increases in student learning.
• Partners for Quality sites rated MAEF's services

and delivery of services at 4.1 on a 5-point scale.

GATHERING OF CHAMPIONS annually recognizes
Minnesota's academic all-stars at the Minnesota State
Fair. More than 10,000 students were nominated during
1996. Adult VIPs personally greeted each student at the
Fair.

Results to date include:
• 88% of the students felt very recognized and encour­

aged. They felt the event was fun (70%) and made
them feel proud (57%).

• 96% felt the concept of academic excellence was
visibly promoted to the public.

• 100% felt the Gathering should continue in its present
format.

More and more students are seen as customers of
learning. Looking at the delivery and consumption

ofthe
product of
education
in the
Partners
for
Quality
process
improves
both
product
and

'--L.I ~~- process.

-Matthew Clark
St. Paul

Highland Park High School
Partners for Quality team member

Helping Students Gain LIFE SI(lLLS

ACADEMIC LEAGUE assists schools and communities in increasing opportunities for
student learning and in creating support for student learning via booster clubs and other
means. Presently, 84 academic challenges and recognitions are endorsed through the
Academic League. Results to date include:
• Increased student participation in Academic League activities by 80,000 students,

from 27% in 1994 to 35% in 1996.
• 75% of Academic League members rated MAEF service delivery at 5 on a 5-point

scale, citing high levels of enthusiasm, professionalism and courtesy.

Minnesota Acad~mi4xcellence Foundation

Academic League will help
all kids work as a team.
-Monique Vorderbruggen

Duluth
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Budget Summary Report
As ofJune 30, 1996

FY97 FY96 FY96
Budget Budget Actual'

--

INCOME
Grants: Public $597,500 I $602,000 $602,000

Private 100,000 94,000 101,000
Gifts: Individuals 10,000 6,000 7,500
Fees: Students 3,000 5,000 2 6,100 2

SchoolslDistricts/Others 51,000 91,500 2 97,500 2

Publications 2,000 500 1,500
Interest Income 10,000 10,000 7,000

--

TOTAL $773,500 $808,000 5 $822,600 6

EXPENSES
Program Administration3 $474,500 $478,000 $467,000
Partners for Quality 71,000 100,000 105,000
Assistance to Partnerships 23,000 24,000 6,000
Publications, Events 36,000 30,500 26,000
Program Partnership 10,000 10,000 6,000
Governor's Scholars 31,000 25,000 20,000
Academic League 45,000 48,500 40,000
Gathering of Champions 26,000 16,000 16,600
MN2000 0 21,000 12,000
Strategic Planning 4,000 6,500 0
Research & Development 30,000 32,500 16,400
State & National Advocacy (Quality) 0 19,000 22,200
Children's Collaborative 0 0 700
(Reserve - unbudgeted to date) 23,000 0 N/A

TOTAL $773,500 $811,000 5 $737,900 7

Footnotes:
1 An additional $4,500 is forthcoming.
2 Represents two years offees due to collection schedule crossing fiscal years.
3 Staff costs = 78% ofProgram Administration.
4 lncome and expenses as of June 30.
5 These totals do not include income and expenditures for School Enrichment Partnership Grants, which were $500,000 income and

$500,000 expenditures. This was a one-year program.
6 Some FY1996 income was reserved for activities which are delivered in July, August.
7 Some June purchases were delayed to FY1997 in order to reduce costs.

Minnesota AcademicScelience Foundation
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Actions of the Board

Irma Mcintosh Coleman,
Secretary

Greg Lea,
Treasurer

• Reaffirmed that the Governor's Scholars program represent world
class rigor, po t-secondary level learning and a liberal studies
approach.

• Approved pilot for new program deliveries with fees for service.

• Established the MAEF Hero Award.

• Established a technology collaboration with St. Cloud State
University.

• Established criteria for determining value of fund raising events and
activities.

• Established criteria for the Classroom Quality Award.

• Accepted Academic League Council recommendations to endorse
LifeSmarts activity.

• Charged Academic League Council to research and report impact of a
new fee structure and an annual review of the 80 endorsed academic
challenges and recognitions.

• AuthOlized MAEF to provide a team of Minnesota's best
representatives to participate in the National Education Quality
Leadership Conference.

• Adopted an advocacy position and recommended legislative language
which focuses on systems accountability, performance incentives and
student learning.

• Approved partnerships with Minnesota Children, the State Board of
Education, the University of Minnesota and others to implement a
means for reporting school systems performance.

Minnesota Aca~emi6xcellenceFoundation
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* Annual Fund Contributors and Program Partners *
July 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996

Thomas Myers,
Fund Development Co-Chair

Partners
Will Pitts
Stephen Huh

Investors
James Eichens
Buford Gordon
Andrew & Alison Humphrey
James Johnson
Christopher Knaggs
Nybo Manufacturing
Valerie Halverson Pace
Judith A. O'Donnell
Regal Plastic
Steinwall Inc.

Sustainers
Karen Arnold
Victoria Boyd
Zona Sharp-Burk
Dr. Milt Crenshaw
Tim Fischbach
Delta Industrial
Owen Heiberg
Minnesota Precision

Manufacturing Association
Jessie Montano
Raymond Newkirk
Charles K. Steitz

Supporters
Animal Medical Inc.
ISD 435
Ronald L. Abrams
Christy Bateman
Len Biernat
Dr. Stephen P. Boger
Judith M. Chayer
Irma McIntosh Coleman
Francis J. Connolly
Karen J. Contag
Chadco Corp.
Allen R. DeBoer
Eich & Franklin
Fourteen Karat Plus
Mark Gleason
Lee Haugee
Judith K. Healey
Thai A. Hong
Leslie Ingnalvson
Erling O. Johnson
L. Kay Construction
Hanson Lulic & Krall
Bruce & Lori Kruse
Bricker L. Lavik
Hanson Lulie
Duane 1. Mattheis
Thomas W. Myers
Denny Nybo
Jim Pehler
Brad Rice
Douglas L. Schulz
Yueh Meei Tsai
Wendy Jo Tuttle
Laurie Vasichek

Louise M. Wilson

Friends
Ronald Abrams
Jack Arneson
Arnold & Rye Printing, Ink.
Bryan Bataille
Jane Kennedy Becklund
Lloyd K. Benson
Gloria R. Blaha
Tim Blakely
Dr. Stephen Boger
Mary Bradley
Marcia M. Brown
Carl Brunholz
Wayne Buckley
Jeff Burk
Margaret Burling
Thomas P. Burrows
Cynthia Burton
Thomas C. Calgaro
Dr. JoAnn Chalgren
Lisa Chow
Nolita Christensen
Charles Cook
Louise Trant Bobbe
Molly Doran
Darrell L. Erickson
Dennis Ewing
Nancy B. Fisher
Mitch Galinson
Jill Gebhardt
Bradley Godwin
Jennifer A. Goering
Janice M. Gordon
Susan A. Gray
Marilyn Green
Marsha Gronseth
Roslyn B. Gutman
Shayne Hamann
Audrey Handeland
Kristin A. Hansen
Lesley J. Hauser
Kenneth & Janet Hogstrom
Robert M. Jernberg
Kenneth Johnson
Kevin Johnson
Lowery M. Johnson
Kenneth R. Johnson

.'.\~

'~'

Janet C. Knoll
TelTY 1. Knop
Eric & Margaret Koester
Mrs. John W. Ladwig
Sandra LeBlanc
Marcia Love
Stephen & Colleen Lucke
MESPA
Anne E. Mahle
Jane L. Manske
Catherine J. Martens
Karla McKenzie
Joey Miatech
Timothy D. Miller
Deborah D. Moore
Laverne F. Orwoll
Janet Parta
Ila L. Reierson·
Judith L. Rhode
Peter Rodosovich
Judith L. Rohde
Judy Rowley
Ann Schluter
Dorothy Schmidt
Jane Schneider
Douglas Schultz
Douglas Seaton
Hilory A. Seaton
Robert F. Shandorf
Dr. Wendy Shannon
Craig H. Shaver
Jean Sletten
George W. Soule
Larry Suarez
Rudy Sundberg
Beverly Sullivan
Thomas Trant
Mary Trowbridge
Al Tuntland
Harry N. Vakos
Dr. Ronald Vessey
Pauline Wambolt
Dr. Paul Waytz
Ron G. Wieber
Louise M. Wilson
Dr. Michelle Zarmbinski

In Memory of Mae Gossett
Janette Andrews
Janis Negratti-Samuel

John and Louise Anderson
Edna Berquist
Zona Sharp-Burk & Jeff Burk
Mary Kaye Carlson
Vicki Effertz
Buford Gordon
Joseph and Helen Gordon
Paul and Merilyn Grostephan
Judy Tverson
Bridget Towey and Kranz Knutson
Lori Kruse
David Olson
Valerie Pace
Grant and Coral Peterson
Gloria Olson and Peter Racer
Margaret Ragan
David and Kay Roffers
Cornelius Smith
Frank and Alice Streed
Brian and Suzanne Weimer

Program Partners
3M Company
3M Foundation
Ashland, Inc.
The Burdick Family Foundation
Carlson School of Management
Checchi Foundation
HealthSystem Minnesota
Honeywell, Inc.
Honeywell Foundation
IBM Corporation
ITT Technology
Jostens, Inc.
Jostens Foundation
Medtronic Foundation
Minnesota State Board of Education
Minnesota Business Partnership
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
Minnesota Council for Quality
Minnesota Department of Children,

Families and Learning
Minnesota Education Association
Minnesota Elementary School

Principals Association
Minnesota High Technology Council
Minnesota Mutual Foundation
Minnesota Power
Minnesota State Fair
Minnesota Technical Colleges

Minnesota Academic ';}cellence Foundation
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* Annual Fund Contributors and Program Partners *

l

National Alliance of Business
National Computer Systems
Northern States Power
Otto Bremer Foundation
Piper Jaffray & Companies
Red Wing Shoe Company
Reliastar, Inc.
The St. Paul Companies
US West Foundation
Will Pitts
William Randolf Hearst Foundation

In Kind Contributors
Alexandria Technical College
Bethel College BioEffect Design
Blue CrosslBlue Shield
Boston Market
Bruegger's Bagels
Bug-O-Nay School
Burnet Senior Classic
Byerly's
Camp Snoopy
Chanhassen Dinner Theater
Children's Theatre Company
Child's Play Theatre
Circus Pizza
Coca-Cola Midwest
College of St. Benedict
Francis J. & Margarite Connolly
Disney's Table Tennis
Dollars for Scholars
Dudley Riggs Theater
Engman Agency
Golf Mountain
Guthrie Theater
Hamline University
IBM Corporation
Illusion Theater
Itasca Community College
Jostens
Jungle Theater
Koch Industries, Inc.
Kodak Camera
Loral Defense
M. A. Mortenson
Macalester College
Mid America Festivals (Rennaisance)
Minnesota Historical Society
Minnesota Power
MN Children's Museum
MN Historical Society
MS Society
Old Country Buffet
Old Log Theater
Ordway Theatre
Padelford River Boat Company
Park Square Theatre
Pepsi
Pete's Billiards
Plymouth Playhouse
Range Technical College
Regis
Rollerblades
Ronald McDonald House

Ruttger's Sugar Lake Lodge
Science Museum of Minnesota
Sheraton Hilton Airport
St. Cloud State University
St. Cloud Technical College
St. Mary's University
St. Olaf College
St. Paul Book & Stationary
St. Paul Technical College
St. Scholastica College
St. Thomas University
SunCoast Pictures
SuperAmerica
Target
Theatre in the Round
Varitronic Systems, Inc.
Virginia Secondary Schools
Walker Art Center
WBOB Radio
Westminster College
WTBXRadio

Endowment Partners
Central Minnesota Community Foundation
Duluth-Superior Area Foundation
Fargo-Moohead Area Foundation
Mankato Area Foundation
The Minneapolis Foundation
Rochester Area Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation

Endowment Contributors
Ronald Abrams
David & Kim Archer
Jack Arneson
Arnold & Rye Printing, Ink.
Dean & Lesile Ascheman
Gerald Balm
Al & Nancy Berning
Judy & Charlie Bird
Bill & Mary Ann Boyne
Victoria Boyd
Nancy Brataas
Philip & Virginia Brown, Jr.
Donna Cardenhead
Jane & Mary Campion
Stephen & Joanne Carter
Bill & Cathy Carboneau
Jim Clausen
Francis J. & Marguerite Connolly
Mary E. Connolly
Joseph Duffy
Fargo - Moorhead Area Foundation
Clifford Gastineau
Colin Gentling
Dr. David Green
Marilyn Green
David Groth
Steven & Karen Hammill
Robert & Diane Hattery
Judith Healey
Hal & Holly Henderson
Phil & Barbara Henoch
Norman & Charmaine Hepper

Minnesota Acad'emic8xcellence Foundation

Darrell & Dawn Hewitt
Jim Hocket
Thai A. Hong
Stephen Huh
Kenneth & Isbel Huizenga
Andrew & Alison Humphrey
Robert & Marilyn Jernberg
John C. Arneson Agency
Don Johnson
Erling Johnson
Leigh Johnson
Robert & Janet Johnson
Jostens
Carol Kemper
Shelia Kiscaden
EJ. & Bette Klampe
Michael & Shirley Klempe
Franklyn & Anne Knox
Thomas & Katherine Kottke
Bruce & Lori Kruse
Greg Lea
Bricker Lavik
Marcia & Robert Love
Frank J. Magill, Jr.
Jane Manske
James Marttila
James & Lillian Masson
Terry McManus
Kathleen Meyerle
Lucy and Steven Minn
Minneapolis Institute of Arts
Kevin & Cinta Molloy
John & Lynn Mulder
David Ness
Bernard & Julie Nigon
John Nilles
James P. O'Donnell
M. A. & Janet Parta
Valerie & David Pace
Robert & Marge Patterson
James & Leslie Pertzborn
Noel & Ann Peterson
Tom & Beverly Porter
Ila L. Reierson
Bill & Penny Roberts
Ray Roberts
Randall & Julie Roenigk
Dorothy Schmidt
Kari Sterling
Jan Ulfel1s Stewart
Marilyn & J. L. Stewart
Don Sudor
Mark & Sheryl Tasler
Steve Thornton
Mary & Perry Trowbridge
Brian Truskowski
Laurie Vasichek
John Wade
Robert and Pauline Wambolt
Nedra & John Wicks
John Wills
Tom Wolfe
Rodney & Gayle Woxland
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Bud & Betty
Abrahamson

Laurie Abrams
Eddie Alch
Christina Anderson
Garth Anderson
Jan Antrim
Margaret Anzerino
Kathy Arendt
Elizabeth Armstrong
Dean Ascheman
Beth Aune
Ben & Collette Auron
Sandy Backowski
Mette Bahde
Jo Bailey
Hank & Arlene Bak
Jan Baker
John Bakken
Bill Baltus
Betty Banas
Darlene Bass
Michelle Bauerly Kopel
Arlene Beal
Carol Beaver
Jana Beck
Barb Beniek
Dana Benson
Duane Benson
Lt. Governor Joanne

Benson
Dawn Bentley
AI Beming
Rep. Jeff Bertram
Sen. Joe Bertram
Len Biernat
Pat Billings
Rep. Dave Bishop
Scott Blanc
June Blomberg
Bill Book
Julie Bordwell
Shirley & Owen

Boskowitz
Victoria Boyd
William Boyne
Joan Bradach
Tanya Bransford
Namcy Bratas
Audrey Briggs
Bev Brumbaugh
Dan Bryant'
Jim Buckman
Diana Buckmann
Virginia Budde
Bridget Buesing
Jan Bushy
Al Cahlerup
Dorothy Callahan
Janet Cardle
Barbara Carlin
Rep. Lyndon Carlson
Karen Carr
Mike Caspers

Minnesota Academic9ccellence Foundation

***

Zach Lechner
Marilyn Leonard
Jennifer LeTourneau
Judy Levasseur Keane
Kent Levine
Dee Libera
Thomas Lindquist
Rep. Peggy Lippik
Dottie Liska
Linda Logan
Marcia Love
Mary Ann Lucas-Houx
Larry Lucio
Bridgit Lundgren
Karen Maack
Mary Mackbee
Kyle MacKenzie-Nowell
Lois Mackin
Wendell Maddox
Pat Maki
Lorna Mangen
Kathy Manley
Marc Mansfield
Rep. Harry Mares
Robert S. Mars, Jr.
Diane Marsh
Bruce Martens
Rachel Martin
Sarah Martinson
Duane Mattheis
Matt Mattick
Valerie Mattire
Dorothy Mayer
John McGee
Marilyn McGowan
Judy McKim
Jo McMullen

*

Mary TroWbridge, Co-Chair,
MAEF Nominating Committee

James William Johnson, Co-Chair,
MAEF Nominating Committee

**
Dan Jackola
Ann Jaede
Rep. Mike Jaros
Jim Jennings
George Jernberg
Abbey Johnson
Austin Johnson
Bruce H. Johnson
Cynthia Johnson
Erling Johnson
James William Johnson
Randi Johnson
Robert Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Ben & Gen Joubert
Ann Jude
Roxanne Kaldor
Daryl Karloff
Sue Karp
Elizabeth Kasemestes
Irene Kau
Barbara Kaufmann
Cynthia Kelly
Jim Kelly
Lorraine Kelly
Ann Kern
Jean Ketola
Jon Killmer
Kelly Kiringer
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden
Diane Klapak
Sen. Dave Kleis
Jearme Kling
Dom Klyve
Rep. Jim Knoblach
Terry Knop
Rep. LeRoy Knoppendrayer
Sen. David Knutson
Kathy Koch
Mark R. Koenig
Diane Kokal
Anthony Kozlowski
Sen. Jane Krentz
Beth Krodel
Margi Kronquist
Diane Kroupa
Kurt Krueger
Rick Krueger
Phil Kruger
Bruce Kruse
Lori Kruse
George Kubera
Pete Kucera
Dave Kurnlin
Vernelle Kurak
Kelly Kurosky
Ardis Kyker
Joe LaCount
Ben Lathrop
Jack LaVoy
Greg Lea
Jenny LeBlanc
Drew Lechner

Larry Frandson
Larry Frey
Joel Fridgen
Amber Friendt
Phyllis Frisch
Susan Fuchs-Hoechen
Janine Galeski
Leo Garver
James V. Gels
Ken Giannini
Bruce Gildseth
Nancy Gillen
Barbara Glapa
Mark Gleason
Rick Gonzales
Bruce Goodman
Amy Goodwin
Eric Graber
Larry Graf
Gil Gragert
Mary Green
Rep. Mindy Greiling
Scott Griffith
Ella Gross
Don Groth
Derek Gryna
Barb Guenther
Eduardo GutielTez
Gil Gutknecht
Dr. Mary Jane Guy
Owen Hagen
Dr. John Halcrow
Deanna Hall
AI Hamrns
Audrey Handeland
Jayme Hansen
Eric Hanson
Peggy Hanson
Sandra Harp
Mil<ki Harris
Molly Haugee
Marj Hawkins
Florence Head
Judith Healy
Bill Heintz
Elizabeth Henderson
Sara Henderson
Phil Henoch
Sam Hernandez
Bill Herreid
Tracy Hill
Dara Hillstrom
Jan Hively
Bob Hockin
Russell Hoeffner
Robert Hokenson
Thai Hong
Jerold Horgen
Shannon Hovey
Stephan Huh
Bill Huhnerkoch
Andrew Humphrey
Rep. Thomas Huntley

* Volunteers *
July 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996***

Robert Cavanna
Dorothy Cawhorn
Donald Christensen
Leo Christenson
Pat Christiansen
Matt Clark
Irma McIntosh Coleman
Frank Connolly
Sandy Cordie
Mary Cornell
Anna Cornish
Valeta Cox-Harris
Cristi Cravens
Charlie Crep
Dave Dahl
Jarrod Dahl
Andrew Dahlberg
Mary Dalbotten
Bobbi Dale
Sandra Darling
Amanda Davis
Sheri Davis
Al DeBoer
Katie DeGidio
Rep. Steve Dehler
Kaki DesBles
Matt Dettaun
Ron Dicklich
Char Dillon
Nancy Dirnit
David Dinnel
Jane Doe
Ken Dragseth
Joan DuFault
Wendy Dwyer
Joannel Dyrstad
Judith Eaton
Alice & Ken Edstrom
Terri Egge
Jon Eisele
Annie Eisinger
Karen Ellingsen
Sonnie Elliott
Dan Ellison
Adolph & Marie Enge
Emery Erickson
Mary Erickson
Rubye Erickson
Wendell Erickson
Jan Fall
Kris Felber
Karen Ferkinhoff
Mandy Fernholz
Mark Fierst
Mary Finnerty
David Fischer
Josh Fischer
Nancy Fischer
Ed Foley
Joe Follensby
Lynda Forbes
Michael Foster
Elizabeth Foy

***I
III
;\
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* Volunteers

John McPhearson
Holly Meyer
Kate Middendorf
Bruce Miles
Alissa Miller
Ed & Lillian Miller
Heidi Moening
Lynn Moline
Jerry Monson
Myrna Moore
Ellen Mork
Moira Moser
Lisa Moua
Shoua Moua
Yu WenMui
Rep. Willard Munger
Lee Munnich
Dale Ann Murphy
Rep. Mary Murphy
Thomas Myers
Mark Myles
John Nagan
Dr. Karen Nagle
Kathy Nelson
Judy Neste
John Neuville
Sen. Tom Neuville
Carrie Nevitt
Sam Newman
Michelle Nickila
Dennis Nignon
Jack Noeing
Dr. John Noennig
Janet Novak
Jon Nygren
Judy O'Donnell
Stacy Oeistad
Greg Ohl
Brandi Olson
Dick Olson
Jean Olson
Jeffrey Olson
Jo Olson
Mary Olson
Sen. Glen Olson
Skip Olson
CarolOpack
Patricia Opal
Rep. Joe Opatz
Sharon Ostby
Luke Osterhaus
Lynn Osterman
Florence Ostrom
Mary Beth Overland

Swalley
Jane Oxton
Valerie and David Pace
Sarah Page
Wendie Palazzo
Eleanor Palmer
Rodger E. Palmer
Sen. Sandy Pappas
Judy Parker

Leon & Cathy Pauly
James Pehler
Carmen Peters
Bob Peterson
Dennis Peterson
Laura Peterson
Nancy Peterson
Eugene Piccolo
Jeff Piepho
Will Pitts
Janet Pladsen
Sarah Podenski
Beth Pokela
Mrs. William Popp
Paula Prahl
Lisa Pratt
Martina Priadka
Jim Price
Jannine Provinzino
Susan Putnam
Eva Raison
Jeff Raison
Faith Ralston
Trudy Rautio
Mike Reeves
James Reinertsen, M.D.
Brad Rice
Kenneth Rich
Chris Richards
Suzanne Riley
Jan Ringham
Mary Rivard
Bruce Robb
Janet Robb
Bill Roberts
Chris Roberts
R.I. Roberts
Carmen Robles
Nancy Ronnig
Joe & Sandy Ross
Mary Ann Rotondi
Judy and Tom Rowley
Cyndy Rudolph
Edwin Russell
Holly C. Sampson
Arend 1. Sandbulte
Christine Sauer
Roger Sauerbrey
Nate Saul
Mary Ann Saurino
Jim Sauter
Andy Savage
Craig Savolainen
Larry Schellito
Heidi Schimp
Ann Schluter
Peg Schmid
Kathryn Schmidt
Ben Schmitz
Jane Schneider
Lou Schoen
Amanda Schroeder-Davis
Sondra Schroeder-Davis

Steven Schroeder-Davis
Sue Schultz
Rep. Leslie Schumacher
James Schwartz
Kelsey Schweme
Sarah Seaberg
Dottie Seamans
David Sebastian
Marree Seitz
Joseph Selvagio
Bill Sepic
Manda Sertich
Amy Sharp
Fran Shepardson
Matt Shirkey
Jane Shull
Karl Shurson
Nikki Sigler
Dean Simmons
Tony Sinkiewicz
Doug Sixel
Taylor Sjostrand
Charles Skarie
Don Smith
Jason Smith
Mrs. David Smith
Nick Smith
Russell O. Smith
Todd Smoyer
John Snee
Garvin Snell
Misty Snow
Karen Snyder
Ron Soberg
Stan Sobocinski
Sen. Sam Solon
Dawn Sorenson
Don Sorenson
Sheri Sorenson
Jim Sowles
Lois Sowles
Charles Speiker
Frank Starke
Dave Stead
Laura Steffes
Nik Steinhauer
Maureen Steinwall
Sen. Dan Stevens
Kelli Stokes
Sarah Stone
Larry Stryker
Anne Sturdivant
Beverly Sullivan
Michael P. Sullivan
David Susag
Dean Swanson
Doug Swanson
Jon Swanson
Bill Sweasy
Alanna Swenson
John Swingen
Allyson Swofford
Rep. Barb Sykora

Karen Tangen
Kira Theimer
Bruce Thomas
Carol Thomas
Ivy Thompson
Jeff Thompson
Patty Thompson
Steve Thornton
Gerry Tietz
Michael Tillman
Tom Trow
Ceil Trowbridge
Mary Trowbridge
Andrew Tsai
Sing Tsai
Ardis Tufte
James Turley
John Turner
Sharon & Alan Tuntland
Kamie Twomey
Scott Uhl
Kim Van Wie
Greg Vandal
Kao Vang
Leslie Vatne
Colleen Vollmers
Mike Waara
Dale Wahlstrom
Bernadette Walberg
Sue Walder
Hedy Lamar Walls
Pauline Wambolt
Stephen Ward
Maya Washington
Mabel & Ray Waterhouse
Bruce Watkins
Eric Watson
Thomas Watson
Lisa Wendel
Shirley A. Werzel
Tom Westerhaus
Angie Westerman
Carol Wetherby
John Wheeler
Mike White
Gayle Whitesell
Nedra Wicks
Gen Wiemelt
Connie Wiles
Renell Williams
Marjorie Wilson
Roxanne Wilson
Tim Wilson
Hollis Winston
Mary Woessner
Marsha Wolff
Elizabeth Wood
Virginia Worthington
Duane Wrightson
Aloida Zaragoza
Gary Zaudtke
Gayle Zoffer
Barb Zucracrich

Volunteers represent an
important part of
MAEF's approach to
quality. While the
organization continues
to have the valued
support of a vatied
group of volunteers,
from corporations to
individuals, CEOs to
higb school students,
new avenues of
participation were tried
and proven successful
in tbe past year.

One of MAEF's Large t
events, the Gatheling
of Cbampions, drew
tremendous upport
from the bu ines
community. Cargill,
Inc. provided support
through their Volunteer
Corps, assisting staff in
preparing 8,000 bags
filled with donations
supplied by more than
100 Minnesota
businesses. Over thirty
representatives of
business, media and
government greeted
students at this year's
State Fair GatheIing
VIP arena. Students
were commended on
their All-Star academic
performances, received
autographs and were
photographed with
some of Minnesota
and MAEF~ very
important people.

Volunteers continue to
in pire and facilitate
the mission of the
Minnesota Academic
Excellence Foundation.

Minnesota Acade1.c ~lIenceFoundation



Board of Directors
Albert Boston
Victoria Boyd

Bridget Buesing
Francis 1. Connolly
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Mark Gleason
Mary Green
Stephen Huh

Andrew Humphrey
Erling Johnson

James William Johnson
Terry Knop

Greg Lea
Marcia Love

Irma McIntosh Coleman
Mary Mackbee
Thomas Myers
Judy O'Donnell

Valerie Pace
James Pehler

Brad Rice
Maureen Steinwall
Beverly Sullivan
Mary Trowbridge
Pauline Wambolt

Executive Director
Zona Sharp-Burk

Leadership Team
Lori Kruse

Owen Heiberg
Thomas Henderson

Charles Steitz
Janell Stevens

MAEF
Mission Statement

The Minnesota Academic Excellence Foundation (MAEF),
chartered in 1983 by the Minne ota Legislature and
through private sector and community ba ed partnerships,
is the primary advocate for promoting and recognizing
the importance of academic excellence in Minnesota's
elementary and secondary students, chool and commu­
nities.

MAEF has established three strategic P1101ities to promote
student learning. These include:

• Facilitating systemic change to increase student learn­
ing and enhance educator practice

• Creating values in society which demand academic
achievement by and for all learners and which increase
students' and families' expectations and opportunities
for students to learn and for students to learn to think, to
achieve, and to go beyond what ha ordinarily been a
common standard of learning

• Creating partnerships with the private sector, govelll­
ment, the media and local communities to focn public
attention on academic achievement, to assist in design­
ing partnerships which advance student learning and to
foster innovation in stakeholder collaborations.

MAEF's goal is to be a voice for the CUSTOMER:
students, schools, communitie , businesses and the State
of Minnesota. MAEF is higbJy cu tomer-focused and
results-oriented.

Friends for MAEF
Board of Directors

Len Biernat
Ron Dicklich
Scott Griffith
Thai Hong

Luke Osterhaus
James Pehler

Will Pitts
Thomas Schroeder

Karen Tangen
Sharon Tuntland

Consultant
Judith Healey

Adademic League
Council Co-chairs

Greg Vandel
Colleen Vollmers

Governors Scholars
Committee Co-Chairs

Victoria Boyd
Eric Watson

Partners for Quality
Co-Chairs

Lt. Gov. Joanne Benson
VaJerie Pace

Gathering of Champions
Co-Chairs

Greg Lea
Zona Sharp-Burk
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