


























































































































































































































The Library Development and Services (LOS) Library, which serves primarily library staff, board members, and 
school library media personnel; and the Educational Resource Center (ERC), which serves the Depanment of 
Education and its primary customers, are reported jointl'/. An information transaction is a single unit which is 
generated by the customer in response to a need for information for decision making, professional growth, etc. It 
could be a reference question or an item checked out. Data are recorded individually by staff in each of the two 
libraries. 

Both libraries have redesigned services and added customer groups. Customer demands are expected to accelerate 
steadily. A regular customer satisfaction survey is being designed. 

The ERC relies heavily on volunteers, students, and poverty program personnel to do the job. 

Indicator Type: Participation 
Measure 9.5: Number of persons who are blind or physically handicapped registered to use the Minnesota 

Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 

Actual Performance F.Y .. 1992 F.Y. 1993 F.Y .. 1994 F.Y. 1995:. F.Y. 1996 

Registered Users 8,552 9,061 9,367 9,701 9,652 

Items Loaned 262,776 280,604 293,901 308,096 313,248 

Indicator Type: Accessibility 
Measure 9.6: Hours open to public and sites available 

Actual Performance FLY .. 1992 F .. YL 1993 F.Y .. 1994 •• F.Y. 1995 •• RY.1996 F.Y. 1997 

# of Items in Catalog LDS 7,580 8,800 9,050 9,375 9,725 10,075 

# of Items in Catalog ERC NIA NIA NIA 13,500 13,500 13,500 

# of Hours Open LDS 40lweek 40/week 40lweek 40lweek 40lweek 40/week 

# of Hours Open ERC 40/week 45lweek 45lweek 50lweek 50lweek 50/week 

Participation 

# of Items Circulated LDS 7,586. 8,150 8,044 8,125 6,721 6,800 

Outcome 

# of Reference Questions 
LDS 1,048 1,164 1,195 1,209 1,170 1,200 

# of Reference Questions 
ERC NIA NIA NIA 2,000 2,000 2.000 

Source: Deparnnenc of Children, Families & Learning, Library Development and Services 
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PROGRAM 10: INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY 
~Y,,.'v-~".!o:4 .......... -..:::&-•" 

The purpose of these programs is to provide for state support to local school and community agencies to enhance 
technology for learning, teaching and community access. The legislative programs include a variety of technology 
initiatives that focus on access to information, sharing of courses, demonstration of technology utilization in instruction 
and access to data. 

The technology programs promote building of infrastructure; integration of technology into teaching and learning; and 
access to accurate, comparable, timely data. These programs are operated in cooperation between higher education, 
K-12 libraries and community children's programs. These programs contribute to several Department of Children, 
Families & Learning goals: 

■ Learner Success 
■ Information Technologies 

As the year 2000 approaches, there will be an increase in the number of courses available via ITV and satellite. 
Districts with these capabilities will be able to offer students an expanded list of course offerings. Network installation 
and operation best enables the development of computers in the classroom to be linked for sharing software 
applications among all students and teachers. Sophisticated networks will be important if schools are going to readily 
access video, data Internet and other types of technology tools. 

The hardware and systems that carry information are often the primary focus of technology progress. The quantitative 
data in the tables that follow reveal progress in terms of access. However, the data does not show the quality of use 
?Jld impact on learners. Currently, no measures show the effectiveness of technology in the implementation of the 
Graduation Standards or how technology allows more emphasis on complex tasks and engaged learning. 

Technology requires technical expertise to ensure "transparent" operation of equipment, software and peripherals. 
The number of schools with on-site technical support is an indicator of the degree to which Minnesota schools value 
this role and support the position. • 

Indicator Type: Accessibility 
Measure 10.1: 

Transparent operation of technology requires sound, knowledgeable technical support of equipment, software and 
peripherals. Every school needs this level of support if they are to successfully operate a sophisticated technology 
environment. Some Minnesota schools have not yet recognized this need and are without a designated support staff. 
The percent of schools with full or PaI1 time technology support for teachers and learners by fiscal year indicates 
planned effort to provide the supportive environment necessary. The data does not reveal whether "part time" is 
adequate or whether the staff is receiving training and support in applications or hardware support only. 

. 

F.Y. 1996 F.Y. 1997 

Percent of Schools with Full or 
Part Time Technology Support for 10% 40% 
Teachers and Learning 

Source: Minnesota Department of Children. Families & Leaming; Information Technologies 

Indicator Type: Participation 
Measure 10.2: Minnesota classroom computer trends 

The numbers of computers in Minnesota schools has grown over the past seven years. While numbers alone cannot 
determine the extent of use, they are indicators of availability. Access is the first step to use. 
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Although the nwnber of classroom computers in Minnesota has grown significantly, Minnesota's national ranking has 
declined. While the acquisition of computers may be an observable sign of progress, the totals represent computers 
of all ages and types. Schools do not tend to upgrade computers. Instead, the schools use the computers until they 
are worn out. Obsolescence of technology in schools does not appear to play as large a role as in business. Data 
currently collected does not indicate computer availability for teachers. Although computer numbers are a measure 
of access, the creative approach and use of such tools support new approaches to learning. 

National 
Minnesota Students/Computer 

Classroom Computers Rank 

1989 - 1990 59,184 3 

1990 - 1991 54,453 3 

1991 - 1992 56,773 5 

1992 - 1993 66,667 3 

1993 - 1994 72,184 11 

1994 - 1995 89,819 18 

1995 - 1996 99,558 17 

Source: quality Education Data, Inc., Denver Colorado 

*Although the number of classroom computers in Minnesota has grown, significantly, Minnesota's ranking has declined. The totals 
represent computers of all types and age. 

Indicator Type: Participation 
Measure 10.3: National computer technology comparisons 1995 - 1996 

PARTI 

Despite some difference between states in student to computer ratios questions of obsolescence, availability and use 
are unanswered by current data. The Children's Partnership, published in America's Children and lnfonnarion 
Superhighway: Skills for the Future, 1995, estimated that 80 percent of all school computers are considered to be 
obsolete according to the U.S. Department of Commerce's Information Infrastructure Task Force. 

State Students/Computer National· Rank 

South Dakota 6 1 

Wyoming 6.0 2 

North Dakota 6.8 3 

Alaska 7.0 4 

Kansas 7.3 5 

Minnesota 9.1 17 
Source: quality Education Dara, Inc., Denver Colorado 
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PART II 

The data show a student to computer ratio of machines capable of supporting CD-ROM, one of the most dramatic of 
the developments in technology in recent years. CD-ROM drives are used in 37 percent of public schools in the U.S., 
accounting for more than 15 million students. Public libraries and school media centers are especially active in 
acquisition and use of CD-ROM software. 

Students/Multimedia 
State Computer National Rank 

North Dakota 15.1 1 

South Dakota 15.4 2 

Georgia 16.0 3 

Colorado 16.3 4 

Kansas 16.6 5 

Minnesota 27.6 20 

U.S. Average 35.2 
Source: Quality Education Inc., Denver, Colorado 

* Multimedia computers are either Macintosh or have a 386 or better processor and are capable of supporting CD-Rom Drives 
and/or sound cards and video cards. States are not ranked on this measure by QED. 

NOTE: A recent Minnesota survey of school districts indicated 33,215 computers 2 year or less in age 

Indicator Type: Accessibility 
Measure 10.4: Infrastructure 

In order for technology to effectively be incorporated into teaching and learning, districts and schools need an 
appropriate level of technology infrastructure. The data reflects the level of various technology tools available to 
teachers and students. 

Number of School Districts with Internet Access: All Minnesota school districts need to have Internet access. In 
some school districts current Internet access may be limited to a single connection at the schools media center or 
administrative office. See the remaining explanations for projections on connecting school district's local area 
networks to the Internet. 

Ratio of computers to students: Access to Internet enhances student and teacher ability to research and e-mail projects 
with other schools, both nationally and ·g1obally. However, high speed Internet and World Wide Web access requires 
the newest computers. Today, the student to computer ratio in Minnesota is 23 to 1. The table projects ongoing effort 
at improving that student to computer ratio. Without adequate access to computers, neither students nor teachers can 
be expected to best integrate technology as a tool for learning. 

Number of school districts with interactive television capability: The table represents installation projections for two
way audio and video, interactive television. 

Number of school districts with satellite downlink: This table represents the projected number of schools districts with 
the capabilities to receive television broadcasts via satellite. 
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Number of Districts with Network Access to Internet: District access to the Internet via a Local Area Network with 
workstations accessible co students and teachers provides viable access to the Internet. The table reflects the projected 
number of schools that will connect their local area network to the Internet. 

Number of Districts with Local Area Networks: Local Area Networks connect computing equipment within one 
building, Wide Area Networks connect computing equipment from one building to another. The table projects the 
number of schools with local area networks connected to the Internet 

F.Y. 1996 F.Y. 1997 

Number of School Districts with Internet Access 300 All 

Ratio of Computers to Students (Computers purchased after 23 to 1 20 to 1 
January of 1994) 

Number of School Districts with Interactive Television 260 300 
Capability 

Number of Districts with Satellite Downlink 104 120 

Number of Districts with Network Access to Internet 50 104 

Number of Districts with Local Area Networks 40 104 

Percent of Schools with Technical Support (Full/Part-Time) 10% 40% 
Source: Minnesota Depamnent of Children, Families & Learning; Information Technologies 

Access to Internet enhances student and teacher ability to research and e-mail projects with other schools, globally. 
Today, the ratio of students to computers is about 23 to 1. This represents multimedia computers. Without adequate 
access to computers, neither students or teachers can be expected to best integrate technology as a tool for learning. 

Indicator Type: Participation 
Measure 10.5: Learner Success 

The Learning Network of Minnesota is a state-wide backbone network with data and video transmission capabilities. 
This network will interconnect all Minnesota school districts, community and regional libraries. When completed, 
this telecommunications highway will provide support for teaching and learning, public access of information at library 
sites and the capability to share data among state and local education sites. 

Number of Districts Participating in the Learning Network of Minnesota: When completed, all Minnesota school 
districts are projected to have access to both data and video connection to the Learning Network. 

Number of Regional Libraries Participating in the Learning Network of Minnesota: When completed, all regional 
libraries are projected to have data connection to the Learning Network. 

Number of Community Libraries Participating in the Learning Network of Minnesota. When completed, 360 
Community Libraries ( open 20 hours or more per week) are projected to have data connection to the Learning 
Network. 

Number of Teachers Participating in the Standards Based Technology Training: Approximately 50,000 Minnesota 
teachers, principals and library staff need access to high quality, professional development that is focused on 
technology literacy and integration of technology with curriculum and practice to facilitate the teaching and learning 
recommended in state and national standards. The intent is to establish a Minnesota Learning Academy to coordinate 
the state-wide delivery of high quality, professional development focused on technology literacy and integration of 
technology through a four way partnership of the state, local school districts, educators and private vendors. The 
numbers in the table include projections of teachers trained. 
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F.Y. 1996 F.Y.lm 

Number of Districts Participating in the Learning 
Network of Minnesota 0 100 

Number of Regional Libraries Participating in the 
Learning Network of Minnesota 0 12 

Number of Community Libraries Participating in the 
Learning Network of Minnesota 0 100 

Number of Teachers Participating in the Standards 
Based Technology Training 0 5,0CO 

Source: Minnesota Department of Children, Families & Learning; Information Technologies 

The Learning Network of Minnesota (Telecommunications Access Grants) serve as the foundation for linking 
Minnesota citizens to world technology resources. When completed, this telecommunication highway will provide 
support for teaching and learning, public access of information at library sites and the capability to share data among 
state and local education sites. 

Grants for F. Y. 1995 were focused at development of individual learning plans for students. Districts and schools 
receiving grants included the Chaska district, Minneapolis district, several districts from Northwest Minnesota, 
including Thief River Falls, Pelican Rapids, Karlstad-Strandquist and Fosston. 

3. Data 

Indicator Type: Outcome 
Measure 10.6: The number of school districts and children's programs directly reporting data electronically 

to the Department of Children, Families & Learning 

MARRS, STARS and UF ARS are the anchor systems used by the Department of Children, Families & Learning to 
collect and process student, staff and financial data for the department business process. Currently, the majority of 
data is captured electronically, but forwarded to the Department of Children, Families & Learning via tape. As the 
technology infrastructure improves, the capability for electronic transfer to these systems increases. Toe data reflects 
the level of sophistication of Department of Children, Families & Learning reporting technology for data. 

F.Y.1996 F.Y. 1997 

MARSS 19 30 

STARS 19 30 

UFARS 19 30 

Discipline Data 100 200 
Source: Minnesota Departtnent of Children, Families & Learning; Information Technologies 
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APPENDIX 1: Key Measures 

Key indicators identified through consensus meetin2s across the state are underlined. 

Goal: Learning Readiness: Children. will start school ready to learn. 

Key Programs: 1) General Education 
2) Special Programs 
3) Community & School Services 
4) Children & Family Support 

Outcome Measures: Location of Measure 
■ percent of ECFE parent participants reporting positive change . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 4.3 
■ Measures of early readin2 successes {Measures of first irade readers by end of year} ... Data Not Available 
■ Number of potential learning problems identified and addressed before school 

entry .......................................................... Measure 4.1 

Participation Measures: 
■ Availability of child development programs (e.2. early intervention proirams, 

Head Start) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 3.5, 4.1 
4.2, 4.5 

■ Percent of children/families served in ECFE ........................................... Measure 4.1 
■ Percent of eligible children served in Learning Readiness ................................. Measure 4.2 
■ Percent of eligible children served in Head Start ........................................ Measure 3.5 
■ Percent of eligible children/families served in Special Education ............................ Program 2 

Accessibility Measures: 
■ Availability of child development programs ( early intervention, Head Start) ............. Measures 3 .5, 4.1, 

4.2, 4.5 
■ Percent of families having access to multi-agency family centers ..................... Data Not Available 
■ Child care assistance programs (Human Services) ....................................... Measui-e 4.5 

Goal: Safe, Caring Communities: Children will live in safe, accessible, violence-free, caring environments. 

Key Programs: 1) General Education 
2) Special Programs 
3) Community & School Services 
4) Children & Family Support 

Outcome Measures: 
■ Student behavior data impact (at-risk behaviors e. ~ vandalism. fi~tini 

shopliftin2, family vjolence} . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 3. 2, 3 .3 
• Resiliency behayjors ce.i , relationship with carin~ adult, participation in after school 

activities} ................................................... Data Not Available 
■ Child Care services data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 4.5 

Participation Measures: 
■ Participation in service learning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 5. 1 

Accessibility Measures: 
• Transportation safety data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure l.29 
■ Fire safety status of public schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure I. 32 
■ School Building Accessibility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure I . 33 
■ Construction of new school facilities ............ •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 1.34 

■ School climate Cwsitive learnin2 experience) ............................ Data Not A vadJ.ble 
■ Adegµacy of facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 1 . 30 - l . 34 
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Goal: Healthy Children: Children will be physically and emotionally healthy. 

Key Programs: 3) Community & School Services 
4) Children & Family Support 

Outcome Measures: Location of Measures 
■ Results of preschool screening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 4.1 
■ Student alcohol/drug use data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3 .3 
■ Child Abuse data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 4 .4 
■ Child Care data (Human Services) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 4.5 
■ Emotional health variables (from Minnesota Student Survey) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
■ Measures of anti-social behavior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3.2 
■ Vision and hearing screening ....................................... Measures 3.5, 4.1, 

■ Measures of physical fitness 

Participation Measures: 

4.2 
Measures 3.5, 4.1, 

4.2 

■ Participation in school lunch and breakfast programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3 .4 
■ Participation in summer food program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3 .4 
■ Participation in child care food program .................................... Measure 3.4 

Accessibility Measures 
■ Accessibility of meals in school programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3.4 
■ Accessibility of summer meals ......................................... Measure 3.4 
■ Accessibility of meals in child care programs ................................ Measure 3.4 
■ Number of family service collaboratives ................................... Measure 3.4 

Goal: Stable Families: Individuals in poverty will be: supported and all families will provide a stable environment 
for their children. 

Key Programs: 3) Community & School Services 
4) Children & Family Support 

Outcome Measures: 
■ Number of households with threatened "no-heat" situations who maintained service . . . . . . . . Measure 3. 9 
■ Percent savings from installed weatherization measure through the weatherization program . . Measure 3. 10 
■ Percent of households using transitional housing programs who moved into permanent housing . Measure 3. 8 
■ Percent of households still found residing in permanent housing one year after graduating 

from transitional housing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3. 8 
■ Percent of children completing the Head Start program who, as a result of health and 

developmental screening, have identified needs met ............................ Measure 3 .6 
■ Percent of families completing the Head Start program who as a result of a family needs 

assessment, have identified needs met . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3. 6 
■ Percent of children enrolled in Head Start program with up-to-date immunizations ......... Measure 3.5 

Participation Measures: 
■ Number of households served by Economic Opportunity programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3. 7 
■ Number of households served by the Energy Assistance programs ................... Measure 3.9 
■ Number of households served by the Weatherization program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3 .10 
■ Number of persons utilizing Transitional Housing programs ....................... Measure 3.8 
■ Percent of eligible families being served by Head Start program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3 .6 

Accessibility Measures 
■ Percent of persons requesting shelter who were able to access it . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3. 8 
■ Number of children and their families on waiting lists for head start program ............ Measure 3.6 
■ Dismibution and ran~e of family socio-economic status within neiibborhood school 

and district boundaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
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GoaJ: Teaching & Learning: Students of all ages and abilities will have access to learning opportunities that will 
enable them to attain the level of learning provided for in the graduation standards. 

Key Programs: 1) General Education 
2) Special Programs 
7) Education Excellence 
10) Libraries 
11) Technology 

Outcome Measures: (including disaggregated information by socioeconomic status, disabilities, race/ethnicity, and 
length of time enrolled) 

Location of Measures 
■ Performance on state ~raduation standards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 1.2, 1.3 
■ Performance on standardized achievement tests ........................... Measures 1.4, 1.5, 

1.6, 1.7, 1.8 
■ Rates of graduation. school completion and dropout rates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 1.10 
■ Post-school employment status ...................................... Measures 5.2, 5.3, 

5.4 
■ Expulsion rates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
■ Impact of remedial/comp. ed. programs ............................... Measures 2.17, 2.19 
■ Parent satisfaction with school ...................................... Data Not Available 
■ Student satisfaction with school and teachers (e. i·, preparation for post school 

endeavors} .............. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 5 
■ Employer and hiwer education satisfaction with school preparation .............. Data Not Available 
■ Post-school plans of seniors (e.g., education, career) ....................... Measures 5.1, 5.2, 

5.3, 5.4 
■ Measures of comprehensive curriculum and services to all students .............. Data Not Available 

Participation Measures: 
■ Rates of enrollment in post-secondary education and training .................. Measures 5.1, 5.2, 

5.1,, 5.4 
■ Average daily attendance of students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 1 
■ School district enrollment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 1 
■ Advanced placement participation, PSEO, m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 7 .1 
■ Participation in compensatory education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 2 .16 
■ Participation in special education programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 2 
■ Participation in basic skills summer school programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
■ Students attending alternative schools or charter schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Background Section 
■ Number of library visits .............................................. Measure 9.2 
■ Extracurricular activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
■ School-to-work programs .......................................... Measure 5.1, 5.2 

Accessibility Measures 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
■ 

• 
■ 

■ 

Pupil/teacher ratios <by special/~eneral education, subject and itade level} . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 1.24 
Special Ed. compliance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 2.6 
Desegregation compliance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 2.24 
Length of school day (Dismissal ti.mes) ................................ Measures 7. 9, 7 .10 
Length of school year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 1. 14 
Availability of AP/IB or college (PSEO) courses .......................... Data Not Available 
Availability of compensatory education (e.g., Title I, AOM or other 
reading/math/language arts assistance programs) ......................... Measures 2.18, 2.19 
Availability of basic skills summer school programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
Variety of school program choices (e.g., magnet, other enrollment options) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 1 
Measures of availability of a wide ran~e of courses and services to meet student 
~ ...................................................... Data Not Available 
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Location of Measures 
■ De~rees areas of certification and endorsement of teachers 

(teacher licences/availability ....................................... Measures 7 .6, 7. 7, 
■ Teacher quality/attitudes ......................................... Data Not Available 
■ Teacher instructional techniques <special education/special population} . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
■ Number of teachers en~a~ed with students in curriculum activities (aids or assistants} ... Data Not Available 

Goal: Information Technology~ Schools and communities will use current and emerging information technologies 
to increase learning and support teaching. 

Key Programs: 1) General Education 
2) Special Programs 
10) Libraries 
11) Technology 

Participation Measures: 
■ Number of districts that use computers and technology to track graduation standards Data Not Available 
!' Number of school libraries in shared library automation systems and networks . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
■ Percent of districts collaborating with higher education in the delivery of courses through 

the utilization of technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10.5 
■ Number of students participating in K-12 or higher education courses through the 

utilization of technology .......................................... Data Not Available 
■ Number of items shared across regional library system boundaries ................... Measure 9.3 

Accessibility Measures 
■ Availability of technolo2)' (computers, Internet. science labs} . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 10.2-10.5 
■ Number/Percent of districts linked to Internet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10.4 
■ Number/Percent of teachers participating in technology in services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10.5 
■ Number/Percent of classrooms with computers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10. 2 
■ Ratio of computers to students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure·.10.3 
■ Number of schools with interactive television capability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10.4 
■ Number of schools with satellite dqwnlink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10 .4 
■ Number of schools with local area networks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10.4 
■ Number of districts with full or part-time technical support for teachers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10.4 
■ Number of districts participating in learning network of Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 10.5 
■ Number of public libraries that have public access to the Internet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 9.1 
■ Number of public libraries with ITV capabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
■ Number of school and public libraries with on-line shared catalogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 9 .1 

Goal: Lifework Development: Youth and adults will have the knowledge and skills to be productive workers 
and citizens in a global economy., 

Key Programs: 1) General Education 
2) Special Programs 
4) Children & Family Support 
5) Lifework Development 
7) Education Excellence 
10) Libraries 

Outcome Measures: 
■ Educational attainment of persons 25 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 5. 6 
■ School-work transition for children with disabilities ............................ Measure 2.4 
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Location of Measures 
■ Percent and number involved in work based/service learning, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 5 .1 
■ Post-school follow-up data on students in the workplace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 5.3, 5.4 
■ Percent of students enrolled in colleie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 5 .5 
■ Percent of teens not in school, not in the labor force, ages 16-19 .................... Measure 5.4 
■ Reference questions and interlibrary loans answered and filled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 9.3 

Participation Measures: 
■ Participation in advanced or college courses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 5 .4, 5 .5 
■ Participation in vocational/work experience programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 5.2, 5.4 
■ Number of library visits .............................................. Measure 9.2 
■ Number of registered visually impaired users . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 9.5 
■ Number of items borrowed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 9.2 

Accessibility Measures 
■ Availability of vocational/career/work experience programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 5.2 
■ Number of items in library collections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 9.1 

Goal: Lifelong Learning: Minnesotans of all ages will have lifelong learning and quality library services and 
opportunities~ 

Key Programs: 1) General Education 
2) Special Programs 
3) Community & School Services 
5) Lifework Development 
7) Education Excellence 
10) Libraries 

Dutcome Measures: 
■ Number and percent of adults who achieve high school equivalency 

(GED and Adult Diploma) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3.1 
■ Number and percent of adults who achieve self-sufficiency (get off public assistance) . . . . . . . Measure 3 .1 
■ Number and percent of adults who gain employment or gain better employment . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3 .1 
■ Number and percent of Minnesotans achieving their "continuous learning" personal 

goals through formal community education involvement opportunities and library access . . . . . Measure 9 .2 
■ Number of adults with high school diplomas or GED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 5. 6 

Participation Measures: 
■ Number and percent of Minnesotans using public libraries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 9.2 
■ Number and percent of public libraries that offer access to Internet for the public . . . . . . . . . Measure 9.1 
■ Number of library items loaned to persons who are blind or physically handicapped . . . . . . . . Measure 9.4 
■ Number and percent of Minnesotans participating in community education programs . . . . . . . Measure 4.6 
■ Number and percent of adults participating in Adult Basic Education 

(GED, ESL and ABE) programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 3.1 

Accessibility Measurts: 
■ Items available in library collections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Data Not Available 
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Goal: Finance/Management: The state will provide sufficient funding of services for children, families and learners 
while encouraging fairness. accmmtability, and incentives toward quality improvement~ SchoolsT community groups. 
and other local units of government will manage fiscal resources for the most effective and efficient delivery of 
services for children. families and learners~ 

Key Pro grams: 1) General Education 
6) Education Organization/Cooperation 

Outcome Measures: Location of Measures 
■ Number of districts with negative fund balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 1.18 
■ Improved efficiency and increased opportunity through competition .............. Data Not Available 

Participation Measures: 
■ Number of districts providing co-located services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 6.3 
■ Data on facility construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 1.34 

Accessibility Measures 
■ Per pupil expenditures/per program expenditures (e. 2· administration/leadership, 

fringe benefits, instructional pro2ram/service operations/ 
maintenance transportation staff development) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 1 

■ Level of equalization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 1 
■ Changing number of school districts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measure 6.1 
■ Revenue received by source (e.g., state, federal, local) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program 1 
■ Adequacy of facilities (e.g., age, square footage) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Measures 1.30-1.34 
■ Employees, total number, by type (administrative, instructional, support) .............. Measure 7 .8 
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APPENDIX 2: Description of the Sections 

First Section 
In the first section, the nine system goals are directly correlated to the goals established for the department. The 
department goals were jointly determined through department and legislative collaboration.. Under each goal, a list 
of highlights for the associated measures pertaining to each goal are presented. 

Second Section 
The second larger section contains an extensive list of measures grouped by major program area. These measures 
include detailed information including data tables where data is available. 

Appendix 1: Key Measures 

This appendix identifies the key measures with their associated goals. The selection of these measures in.corporates 
information collected by the University of Minnesota through a series of consensus building meetings across the state. 
These meetings gathered feedback from teachers, school administrators, parents, representatives from community 
organizations and others as to what the key measures for determining the performance of the system should be. While 
the final list from the University will not be complete by the time this system report is due, the highest priority 
measures from the consensus meetings at this point in time are represented here. Additional measures have been 
added to round out any missing areas and to reflect measures that are also key according to national literature on the 
topic. 

References to more detailed information for each key measure in the second section are identified. 

Emphasis has been made throughout the process to focus on outcome measures that determine how well the system 
is performing rather than activity measures that count the number of times a process is used. Often, the in.formation 
for these activity measures are readily available while outcome measures are not. This is true across the nation in 
similar reports. For this report, there are instances where the outcome measures are still being developed. In others, 
the development has not started. Since developing the means to assess and collect data for outcome measures that 
have not yet been developed will require extensive initial and ongoing research and process time, the costs associated 
with the establishment of a measure must be weighed with the benefit gained by its use. Therefore, careful 
consideration has been given to the presentation of key measures for which the support data does not currently ~xist. 

Appendix 2: Description of Sections -- This appendix describes the content of each major section and appendix. 

Appendix 3: Technical Appendix -- This appendix describes calculations for dropout ~ates. 

Appendix 4: Definitions -- This appendix provides definitions for various tables in section 2. 
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APPENDIX 3: Technical Appendix 

To calculate the cumulative cohort dropout rate the following formula was used: 

1-(1-W) (1-X) ( 1-Y) (l-2)*100 

W = Annual Dropout Rate in Grade 9 
X = Annual Dropout Rate in Grade 10 
Y = Annual Dropout Rate in _Grade 11 
Z = Annual Dropout Rate in Grade 12 

Using the annual dropout rates for grades 9, 10, 11 & 12 in 1994-95, this formula would be: 

1- (1-.0258) (1-.0504) (1-.0596) (1-.0721) = .1928 * 100 = 19.28% 
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APPENDIX 4: Definitions 

Fall enrollment is total enrollment in public elementary and secondary schools as of October 1 of each year, as 
reported by school districts to the Department of Children, Families & Learning. It includes pre-kindergarten students 
with disabilities and all students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 12. 

FTE classroom teachers is the number of full-time equivalent licensed teachers assigned to instruct students in public 
elementary and secondary schools, as reported by school districts to the Department of Children, Families & Leaming 
on fall staff assignment reports. It includes regular classroom teachers, special education teachers, and subject area 
specialists. 

Pupil-teacher ratio is the fall enrollment divided by the number of FTE classroom teachers. 

Dermitions for UF ARS Data 

1. Prekindergarten Handicapped 
ADM of prekindergarten students enrolled in special education programs 

2. Kindergarten 
ADM of students enrolled in kindergarten classes. 

3. Elementary, Grades 1 - 6 
ADM of students enrolled in grades 1-6, including students in elementary-level ungraded and special education 
classes. 

4. Secondary, Grades 7 - 12 
ADM of students enrolled in grades 7-12, including students in secondary level ungraded and special education 
classes. 

S. Total 
Total ADM of all district residents, prekindergarten through grade 12; this is the total of columns one through 
four. End of the year average of the number of resident pupils enrolled. 

PUPIL DATA 

6. Percent Minority 
The percentage of the district's students who are of Native American, Alaskan, Black, Asian or Hispanic 
ancestry. 

7. Percent Attendance 
The average ratio of days attended .to days enrolled for all students in the district. 

TAX CAPACITY RATES 

These figures show the tax burden, expressed as a percent of tax capacity, for school district property taxes payable 
in 1991 through 1994. For example, taxes payable in 1994 provide revenue for the 1994-95 school year. 

8. Auditor Percent 
The actual school district tax rate as determined by the county auditor. With a rate of 5 percent, a propeny owner 
would be taxed $5 for each $100 of tax capacity. Because of the differences in property assessment levels 
between counties, comparisons of auditor tax rates among districts may be misleading. This figure includes 
additional tax rates for special intermediate districts (287,916 and 917) where they are part of the tax burden. 

9. Equalized Percent 
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111is tax is computed by multiplying the auditor percent (item 8) by the market sales ratio. This ratio is equal to 
the market values, as determined by the local assessor, divided by actual selling prices. For state assessed 
properties, such as utilities, the ratio is 1.00. 

Equalized percents are computed to compensate for varying assessment practices. Thus, when making interdistrict 
comparisons, these rates provide a more valid comparison. 

Revenue Percentages 

These three columns show the percentage of each district's revenues from the federal government, the state 
government, and local and other sources. The percentages are based on all 1993-94 revenue reported by each district, 
except for proceeds from sales of real property and equipment, insurance recoveries, sales of bonds, loans and 
interfund transfers. 

10. Federal 
The percentage of revenues from the federal government, whether paid directly or through another governmental 
unit. 

11. State 
The percent of revenues from the Minnesota State Government. 

12. Local and Other 
The percentage of revenues from local and other sources. This category includes revenues from property taxes, 
interest, rent, gifts, tuition, fees, and other revenue not classified as either federal or state. 

1993-94 EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL IN AVERAGE DAILY MEMBERSHIP (ADM) 

Columns 18 through 22 show each district's expenditures in 16 different categories, divided by total ADM. Columns 
18 through 30 include all expenditures for the indicated purpose, except related capital expenditures. 

13. District and School Administration 
Expenditures for the school board and for the office of the superintendent, principals, and any other line 
administrators who supervise staff. 

14. District Support Services 
Expenditures for central office administration and central office operations not included in district and school 
administration (see item 13). Includes expenditures for business services, data processing, legal services 
personnel office, printing, and the school census. 

15. Regular Instruction 
Expenditures for elementary and secondary classroom instruction, not including vocational instruction (# 16) and 
exceptional instruction (#17), and for co-curricular and extracurricular activities. Includes salaries of teachers, 
classroom aides, coaches and expenditures for classroom supplies and textbooks. 

16. Vocational Instruction 
Expenditures in secondary schools for instruction that is related to job skills and career exploration. Includes 
expenditures for home economics, as well as industrial, business, agriculture and distributive education. 

17. Exceptional Instruction 
Expenditures for instruction of students who, because of atypical characteristics or conditions, are provided 
educational programs that are different from regular instructional programs. Includes expenditures for special 
instruction of students who are emotionally or psychologically handicapped, gifted and talented, or mentally 
retarded; for students with physical, hearing, speech and visual impairments; and for students with special 
learning and behavior problems. 

18. Instructional Support Services 
Expenditures for activities intended to help teachers provide instruction. not including expenditures for principals 

or superintendents. Includes expenditures for assistant principals, curriculum development, libraries. media 
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center, audio visual support, staff development and computer assisted instruction. 

19. Pupil Support Services 
Expenditures for all noninstructional services provided to students, not including transportation and food. 
Includes expenditures for counseling, guidance, health services, psychological services, attendance and social 
work services. 

20. Operations and Maintenance 
Expenditures for operation, maintenance and repair of the district's buildings, grounds and equipment. Includes 
expenditures for custodians, fuel for buildings, electricity, telephones and repairs. 

21. Food Service 
Expenditures for the preparation and serving of meals and snacks to students. 

22. Pupil Transportation 
Expenditures for transportation of students, including salaries, contracted services, fuel for buses and other 
expenditures. 

23. Other Operating Programs···· 
Expenditures for general fund district's operations by not assignable to other programs. These can include 
federally funded community education services, property and liability premiums, principal and interest on 
noncapital obligations and nonrecurring costs such as judgements and liens. 

24. Total PK-12 Operating Expenditures 
The total of the eleven preceding categories of expenditures (columns 18 through 28). This figure includes all 
expenditures incurred for the benefit of elementary and secondary education during the 1993-94 school year, 
except capital and debt service expenditures. 

25. Community Services 
Expenditures for recreation, civic activities, adult education early childhood education. Or similar programs 
which are not conducted primarily for elementary and secondary students and for noncredit summer ~~hool 
programs. 

26. Capital Outlay 
All capital expenditures charged to the operating funds plus expenditures charged to the district's capital 
expenditure fund. 

27. Building Construction 
All expenditures charged to the operating funds plus expenditures charged to the district's capital expenditure 
fund. 

28. Debt Service 
Expenditures for repayment of long term debt (see # 37) including payments of principal and interest on bonds 
and capital loans. 

OTHER MEASURES PER ADM 

29. Operating Fund Balance 
This figure is a measure of the district's financial condition at the end of the 1993-94 school year and of how 
many resources are available to be used in future years. It is equal to the sum of the undesignated balances on 
June 30 of the fiscal year, from the four operating funds (general, food service, pupil transportation and 
community services), excluding the amount of statutory operating debt. This balance is then divided by ADM. 

••••Most school districts included all expendirures for employee.benefits in the same UFARS programs as the employees· salanes. 
Thus, for example, health insurance for the superintendent is included with district and school administration (column 18) and benetits ror 
teachers are included with instructional programs (columns 20, 21 and 22). Other districts incorrectly repon all expend.irures for emplovee 
benefits separately; for these districts, the expendiru.res show up in other operating programs (column 28). Because of this difference in 

accounting practices, there is significant variation in the amounts reported in column 28. 
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30. Change in Fund Balance 
The difference between the district's operating funds balance on June 30 of the current year (see #29 above) and 
on June 30 of the previous year, divided by current year ADM. This is essentially equal to the difference 
between the district's 1993-94 revenue and expenditures, for the four operating funds combined. Thus, a 
negative number indicates the district's expenditures in the operating funds were grater than its revenue. 

31. State and Local Operating Costs 
This figure is also called adjusted maintenance cost. It used to measure the portion of the overall cost of Public 
PK - 12 education which is financed from state and local sources. It is computed as follows: 

Sum of general, food service and agency fund expenditures, 
Plus textbook expenditures from the capital expenditure fund, 
Minus transfers between funds, 
Minus revenue from the federal government, 
Minus revenue from sale of feed and materials, 
Minus admission fees and gate receipts from school activities, 
Minus special education tuition. 

This total is then divided by ADM. 

32. Lmg Term Debt 
The amount of long term debt outstanding on June 30 of the fiscal year, divided by the ADM. Long term debt 
includes bonds and capital, debt service and energy loans from the state. 

Beginning with the 1993-94 school year, ending June, payables for the following one included: 

■ separation and severance pay, 
■ special assessments, 
■ capitalized levies, and 
■ compensated absences 

33. 1m Adjusted Net Tax Capacity 
The 1993 adjusted net tax capacity of the district divided the ADM resident pupil units. This figure is an indicator 
of the district's ability to raise revenue through local property taxes. 
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