














lobbyist is prohibited from requesting another to give a gift to an official; an official is
prohibited from accepting a gift that a lobbyist principal or a lobbyist has requested another
to give to the official. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subds. 1 and 2.
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) {1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec. 1)

RE: Gift to Official

ADVISORY OPINION #198
SUMMARY

198. The acceptance of an award from an association that is a lobbyist principal in the
form of a scenic photograph with an inscription plate personally recognizing by name an
official's services in a field of specialty or charitable cause is within the exceptions to the
gift prohibition in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3 (4), for a plaque or similar memento.

FACTS
As a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18, and, therefore, an official
as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, you ask the Ethical Practices Board for an advisory

opinion based on your statement of the following facts and information provided:

1. An association that is a lobbyist principal has awarded you the association's
annual award for public service.

2. The association has offered you a scenic photograph in recognition of the
award.
3. The photograph with inscription plate is estimated in value by the association -

as costing $50 to $60. The inscription plate will bear your name and identify
the recognition awarded to you.

QUESTION
Is the photograph with a personalized inscription plate, presented to you by the Sierra
Club, a lobbyist principal, within the exception to the gift prohibition in Minn. Stat. §
10A.071, subd. 3 (a) (4)?

OPINION

Yes. Based upon the information provided in this request, the Board concludes that the
personalized inscription plate is a plaque or memento recognizing individual services in a
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field of specialty or to a charitable cause in accordance with the provisions of Minn. Stat.
§ 10A.071, subd. 3 (a)(4).

The Ethical Practices Board refers the requester to Advisory Opinion No. 165, in which the
Board has answered similar questions.
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) (1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec. 1)
RE: Political Party Organization
ADVISORY OPINION #199
SUMMARY

199. A political party does not include an association that uses the political party's name,
other than substate units as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.27, subd. 4.

FACTS
As chairman of a nonprofit organization ("NPO") with a name which includes the name of

a political party ("Party"), you ask the Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion based
on the following facts and information provided:

1. The NPO is one of several affiliates officially recognized and created by the IR
Party's constitution and bylaws.
2, The NPO maintains its own bank account and operating budget, which relies

primarily on annual membership dues, an annual fundraising banquet, and
private contributions.

3. Although contributions to the NPO include contributions from the Party from
time to time, the Party does not otherwise finance the NPO.

4. The NPO has not contributed money to any principal campaign committees or
other political committees. '

5. The NPO wishes to register a political committee with the Board that is a

political party unit under Minn. Stat. § 10A.14, subd. 2 (f), and receive
distribution of official refund receipt forms in accordance with Minn. Stat. §
10A.322, subd. 4.

QUESTION ONE

Does an affiliate of a major party qualify as a political party unit for purposes of registration
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.14?

OPINION

No. An affiliate of a political party is not a category of substate units as defined in Minn.
Stat. & 10A.27, subd. 4, namely the party organization within each house of the
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legislature, within congressional districts, counties, legislative districts, municipalities, and
precincts.

QUESTION TWO

Does an affiliate of a major party qualify for distribution of official refund receipt forms
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.322, subd. 4?

OPINION

No. The Board distributes a supply of official refund receipt forms to a political party upon
request; however, an affiliate of a political party is not among the categories of substate
units listed in the definition of political party as set out in Minn. Stat. §§8 10A.01, subd.
12,13, and 17, 10A.27, subd. 4.

QUESTION THREE

Does an affiliate of a major party qualify as a "subsidiary" and the major political party
qualify as a "parent" for purposes of Minn. Stat. § 10A.15, subd. 3c?

OPINION

Yes. If a political party establishes an affiliate that raises or spends more than $100 in a
calendar year to influence state elections, then the affiliate must register a political
committee or political fund as a subsidiary of the parent political party. Any contributions
made by the affiliate must be attributed to the parent political party and counted toward
the contribution limits in Minn. Stat. § 10A.27 of the parent as well as to the contribution
limits of the affiliate. Minn. Stat. § 10A.15, subd. 3c.

QUESTION FOUR

If an affiliate of a major party qualifies as a "subsidiary" of the "parent" major political
party for purposes of Minn. Stat. § 10A.15, subd. 3c, does this authorize the affiliate to
distribute official refund receipts under Minn. Stat. § 10A.322, subd. 4, to individuals who
contribute to the affiliate?

OPINION

No. Please see response to Question Two, above. The Board affirms the provisions of
Minn. Rules pt. 4500.1700, which state that the organization of a political party does not
include an association that uses a political party name and is not among the categories of
substate units listed in Minn. Stat. § 10A.27, subd. 4.
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Issued to:

Harold Thomas High
17870 County Road 34
Norwood, MN 55378

RE: Gift to Legislators
ADVISORY OPINION #200
SUMMARY

200. A lobbyist is prohibited from providing a gift to a legislator and from requesting
another to give a gift to a legislator. Legislators are prohibited from accepting a gift from a
lobbyist or a lobbyist principal or a gift that a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal has requested
another to give to a legislator. Minn. Stat. 8 10A.071, subds. 1 and 2. The complimentary
copy of a book described in this request is not within the exceptions to the gift prohibitions
in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3.

FACTS

As a lobbyist who is registered to represent himself, you ask the Ethical Practices Board
for an advisory opinion based on your statement of the following facts and information
provided:

1. You would like to arrange for a gift to all 201 Minnesota legislators in the
form of a copy of a book, The Parental Alienation Syndrome, for the purpose
of providing information to the legislators about forthcoming legislative
proposals regarding family law.

2. You do not represent any official group or organization in this endeavor; you
represent yourself.

3. You plan to contact private citizens who will send money to the publisher of
the book, not to you. In no case will any private citizen send more than $250
to the publisher. You estimate that the number of private citizens
contributing will be about 300 to 400.

4, You estimate that the price per copy will be about $20 to $25; the book
retails for $30, plus $5 shipping.
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5. Any legislator who choses to refuse the gift is free to forward the book to
your home address. Each book returned to you will be forwarded to a U. S.
congressman.

QUESTION

Does it make any difference whether the publisher mails each copy to each legislator or
the publisher mails each copy to you, a registered lobbyist, for delivery to each legislator's
office?

OPINION

No. As a lobbyist, you are prohibited from providing a gift to a legislator and from
requesting another to give a gift to a legislator. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subds. 1 and 2.
Legislators are prohibited from accepting a gift from a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal or a
gift that a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal has requested another to give to a legislator.
Based on the information presented in this request, the Board concludes that the
complimentary copy of the book is not within the exceptions to the gift prohibitions in
Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3.
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) (1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec. 1)

RE: Requested Gift
ADVISORY OPINION #201
SUMMARY

201. A lobbyist principal or a lobbyist is prohibited from requesting another to pay for an
event for a legislator. An official is prohibited from accepting a gift that a lobbyist principal
or a lobbyist has requested another to give to the official. Minn. Stat. 8 10A.071, subds.

1 and 2. A purely personal gift to an official by an officer, member of the board, or
employee of a company that is a lobbyist principal is not prohibited unless the gift is paid
for or reimbursed by the company or is requested by a lobbyist principal or a lobbyist or
both. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071.

FACTS

As president of an association ("Association"), you ask the Ethical Practices Board for an
advisory opinion on facts which you describe as follows:

1. The Association is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to promote the
ethical and professional standards. Its membership is composed of
government relations professionals who represent clients before the
Minnesota legislature and administrative agencies.

2. Many of the members' clients are lobbyist principals who ask your members -
whether members of the principals' board of directors, officers, or other
employees are regulated by Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 even though the
individuals are neither lobbyists nor lobbyist principals.

3. The Association members also question what, if anything, they can ask their
clients to do that may be governed by Minn. Stat. § 10A.071.

4., A typical situation confronting members of the Association and their clients
might be:
a) The vice-president of marketing for Acme Widgets, Inc. ("the

company"), an association that is a lobbyist principal, takes a legislator
out for lunch and a round of golf. The vice-president pays for the
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outing out of his or her own funds; the company does not reimburse
the vice-president for these expenses.

b) The vice-president and the legislator may or may not have a prior
professional or personal relationship; the vice-president may or may
not be the legislator's constituent; the vice-president and the legislator
may or may not talk business, the company's business or public
business, during the outing; the company may or may not have any
issue currently before the legislature or the individual legislator; the
two individuals may or may not discuss the current issue; the
company's issue may or may not be within the responsibility of the
vice-president; the vice-president may or may not supervise the
company's government relations activity.

QUESTION ONE

Is the vice-president violating Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A?
OPINION

The vice-president may not be violating Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A; however, if a lobbyist
principal or a lobbyist requested the vice-president to pay for an official's golf outing, the
law prohibits a lobbyist principal or a lobbyist from requesting another to give a gift to an
official. An official is prohibited from accepting a gift that a lobbyist principal or a lobbyist
has requested another to give to the official. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subds. 1 and 2.

QUESTION TWO
Is the legislator violating Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A?
OPINION
The legislator may not be violating Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A; however, if a lobbyist principal or

a lobbyist asked the vice-president to pay for the legislator's golf outing, the legislator is
prohibited from accepting the gift. See response to Question Two, above.
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Issued to:

Samuel Brunelli, Executive Director
American Legislative Exchange Council
910 17th Street N.W., Fifth Floor
Washington, DC 20006

RE: Issues Forum
ADVISORY OPINION #202
SUMMARY

202. The American Legislative Exchange Council's sponsorship and proposed operation of
an issues forum that is available to the public is within the exceptions to the gift
prohibition in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3 (a)(2) and (3). However, the American
Legislative Exchange Council's disbursements in this endeavor may require disclosure
under the lobbyist registration and reporting laws in Minnesota. Minn. Stat. § 10A.01,
subd. 11; Minn. Rules pt. 4510.0100, subps. 4 and 5.

FACTS

As executive director of the American Legislative Exchange Council ("ALEC") you ask the
Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion based on your statement of the following
facts and information provided:

1. ALEC is a national bipartisan organization composed of members who are
individual legislators from all 50 states and members who are corporations
and other business associations from across the country.

2. ALEC's activities include the sponsoring of educational seminars throughout
the country designed for legislators and other interested persons.

3. ALEC receives its operating funds in the form of dues and contributions from
its members, some of whom are lobbyist principals as defined by Minn. Stat.
8§ 10A.01, subd. 28.

4, ALEC does not now have a lobbyist registered in Minnesota and does not
otherwise fall within the definition of lobbyist principal. ALEC recognizes that
the issues forum described herein may constitute lobbying under Minnesota
law and may thereby require that ALEC register a lobbyist with the Board,
although the forum is not designed to influence any specific legislation.
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5. ALEC proposes sponsoring an issues forum for which the target audience
would be primarily members of the Minnesota legislature, but ALEC business
members and other Minnesota businesses, and any interested person could

attend.

6. Presentations at the forum would be designed to provide information to
legislators or other officials to assist them in the performance of their official
duties.

7. Persons could attend the forum at no cost; persons who choose to attend the

dinner would pay a charge of $19, with advance or contemporaneous
payment required. This charge equals the per-plate amount the event facility
would be charging ALEC.

8. General operating funds of ALEC would cover the costs of the speakers'
expenses and honoraria, printing costs, facility rental, and other expenses not
related to the dinner itself. Attenders would be given photocopied outlines for
several of the presentations at the forum.

9. Agenda sheets and invitations that have been sent contain a statement that
advice on this matter will be sought from the Ethical Practices Board. ALEC
will notify persons that the event has been canceled if the Board finds that
the program is a prohibited gift.

QUESTION ONE

Does ALEC's sponsorship and operation of the issues forum issues forum require ALEC to
register a lobbyist with the Board?

OPINION

Yes, in the event that the issues forum and any written materials distributed include
information that communicates with or‘urges others to communicate with officials in
attempts to advocate a particular position to an official about legislative or administrative
action, or which requests initiation of any particular legislative or administrative action. If
ALEC authorizes the expenditure of more than $250 for the costs of the issues forum, a
lobbyist must register with the Ethical Practices Board to represent ALEC and report on
ALEC's disbursements for lobbying purposes in Minnesota. Minn. Stat. § T0A.01, subd.
11; Minn. Rules pt. 4510.0100, subps. 4 and 5.
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QUESTION TWO

Does ALEC's sponsorship and proposed operation of the issues forum as described in this
request constitute a gift to officials that is prohibited by Minn. Stat. § 10A.071?

OPINION

No. The issues forum as described in this request is offered without charge to officials
and any others who may wish to attend. Officials and others who choose to attend the
dinner each would pay the amount that the facility would charge ALEC for the dinner. The
operation of the issues forum is a gift that is within the exception from the gift prohibition
for services to assist an official in the performance of official duties. Minn. Stat. §
10A.071, subd. 3 (a) (2).

QUESTION THREE

Is the distribution of photocopied outlines of the presentations at the issues forum to
legislators, other officials, and other attenders at no charge prohibited by Minn. Stat. §
10A.071?

OPINION
No, provided that any photocopied materials that may be distributed to legislators or

officials are within the exception for informational material of unexceptional value specified
in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3 (a)(6).
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Issued to:

Colleen Fjelstad, Director of Administration
Minnesota Society of Certified Public Accountants
1230 Northwestern Financial Center

7900 Xerxes ‘Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55431-1183

RE: Gift to Legislators
ADVISORY OPINION #203
SUMMARY

203. The publication and complimentary distribution of a "Tax Guide for Minnesota
Legislators" to legislators by the Minnesota Society of Certified Public Accountants, a
lobbyist principal, is not within the exceptions to the laws prohibiting a lobbyist principal
from giving a gift to a legislator. A legislator is prohibited from accepting the tax guide
unless the giver receives contemporaneous payment of equal or greater value in return.
Minn. Stat. § 10A.071.

FACTS

As director of administration for the Minnesota Society of Certified Public Accountants
("the MNCPA"), a lobbyist principal, you ask the Board for an advisory opinion based on
your statement of the following facts and information provided:

1. The publication of a Tax Guide for Minnesota Legislators ("tax guide") has
been an annual project of the federal & state tax committee of the MNCPA
for the past seventeen years (copy of 1994 publication enclosed for
reference.)

2. The tax guide is designed to be responsive to specific questions relating to
federal income tax treatment of travel and other expenses incurred by
legislators because of their membership in the legislature.

3. The tax guide does not deal with itemized deductions of a personal nature or
expenses of other businesses with which a legislator may be associated and
suggests that tax or accounting questions about these matters should be
directed to a legislator's certified public accountant.

4, The MNCPA has distributed the tax guide to all legislators without charge; the

cost of printing the guide, $6 per copy, is paid by the MNCPA; members
donate their time in compiling the data.
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5. The MNCPA considers the tax guide a community service to be available as a
source of tax information for the legislature and the public.

QUESTION

Is the distribution to all Minnesota legislators of a complimentary copy of the tax guide by
the MNCPA, a lobbyist principal, a gift that is permitted under Minn. Stat. 8 10A.071?

OPINION

No. The assembling and distribution of information about the application of federal income
tax laws, such as the tax guide described in this request, is not within the exceptions to
the laws prohibiting a lobbyist principal from giving a gift to a legislator. A legislator is
prohibited from accepting a gift from a lobbyist principal, such as the tax guide described
in this request, unless the MNCPA receives contemporaneous payment of equal or greater
value in return. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071.
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Issued to:

Jim Wychor, Executive Director
Minnesota Broadcasters Association
3517 Raleigh Avenue

P. O. Box 16030

St. Louis Park, MN 55416-0030

RE: Membership Directory Distribution
ADVISORY OPINION #204
SUMMARY

204. The distribution to legislators and other state government officials of the annual
membership directory of the Minnesota Broadcasters Association, a lobbyist principal, is
within the exceptions to the gift prohibition for services to assist an official in the
performance of official duties and for informational material of unexceptional value, as set
out in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3 (a){2) and (6).

FACTS

As the executive director of the Minnesota Broadcasters Association ("the Association"), a
lobbyist principal, you ask the Board for an advisory opinion based on your statement of
the following facts and information provided:

1. The Association publishes a membership directory listing the names,
addresses, phone and fax numbers as well as the names of news directors
and managers of radio and television stations.

2. The Association membership directories have historically been distributed free
of charge to all state and federal agencies, public libraries, members of
Congress, members of the legislature as well as to all of the public
communication directors in all public offices in the state.

3. The Association membership directory provides a central source for
legislators and other government officials so they will know whom to call at
the radio and television stations in their districts with information for their
constituents.

4, Each Association member receives a copy of the directory as one of the

benefits of membership. Nonmembers may purchase copies of the directory
from the Association for $25.00 per directory.
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QUESTION

May the Association provide copies of its annual membership directory to legislators and
other state government officials free of charge to assist them in the performance of their
legislative duties?

OPINION

Yes. The distribution to legislators and other state government officials of the annual
membership directory of the Minnesota Broadcasters Association, a lobbyist principal, is
within the exceptions to the gift prohibition for services to assist an official in the
performance of official duties and for informational material of unexceptional value, as set
out in Minn. Stat. § T0A.071, subd. 3 (a){2) and (6).
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Issued to:

Greg Reigstad, President

Minnesota Information & Referral Alliance
First Call for Help

P. O. Box 542

St. Cloud, MN 56302

RE: Information Directory Distribution
ADVISORY OPINION #205
SUMMARY

205. The Minnesota Information & Referral Alliance, a membership association which is
neither a lobbyist principal nor a lobbyist as defined in Minn. Stat. Ch. 1T0A may distribute
to legislators copies of its directory. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3 (a)(2) and (6).

FACTS

As the president of the Minnesota Information & Referral Alliance ("MIRA"), you ask the
Board for an advisory opinion based on your statement of the following facts and
information provided:

1. MIRA is an membership association established to provide access to
comprehensive, professional information and referral services for Minnesotans
that compiles an annual directory of information and referral services.

2. MIRA's directory provides information about social services, human
resources, emergency services throughout the state grouped by subject
matter, geographical location, and alphabetically by agency.

3. MIRA is funded by membership dues paid by individual members and member
organizations, by grants from municipalities and corporations, some of whom
are lobbyist principals; however, MIRA is not a lobbyist principal, and no
lobbyist is registered to represent MIRA.

4, MIRA prepares the text of its annual directory in camera ready form using
time and resources of member associations and provides the text to a
corporation that is a lobbyist principal for printing free of charge and
distribution throughout the state through sale of the directory at $20 per

copy.
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5. MIRA plans to prepare additional copies of the camera-ready text of its annual
directory using MIRA's membership dues money for distribution free of
charge to state legislators to assist the legislators in providing information to
their constituents.

QUESTION

May MIRA provide specially-prepared copies of its information and referral directory, paid
from MIRA funds, to state legislators free of charge?

OPINION
Yes. The distribution to legislators of the information and referral directory of MIRA, a

membership association which is neither a lobbyist principal nor a lobbyist as defined in
Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A is not prohibited. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3 (a)(2) and (6).
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b} (1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec. 1)

RE: Gift to Official
ADVISORY OPINION #206
SUMMARY

206. An official is prohibited from accepting a gift from a lobbyist principal in the form of
complimentary transportation, and the lobbyist principal is prohibited from providing the
gift. Minn. Stat. 8§ 10A.071. If travel is necessary to perform official duties, payment of
the expenses should be available from resources appropriated to the entity in which the
official serves or other entities charged with responsibilities related to the event.

FACTS

As counsel to a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18 (b), and,
therefore, an official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (c), you ask the Ethical
Practices Board for an advisory opinion based upon your statement of the following facts
and information provided:

1. The official will be accompanying a lobbyist principal on a trip to promote
business for the state.

2. The lobbyist principal has offered to provide or pay for the official's
transportation.

3. It is your understanding that promoting business for the state is an activity
that is expected of the official.

QUESTION ONE

May the official accept transportation services provided by a lobbyist principal that are
offered to facilitate the official promoting and recruiting business for the state?

OPINION
No. An official is prohibited from accepting a gift from a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal;

the lobbyist or lobbyist principal is prohibited from giving a gift to an official. If travel with
a lobbyist principal is necessary to perform official duties, payment of the expenses should
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be available from resources appropriated to the entity in which the official serves or other
entities charged with responsibilities related to the event.

QUESTION THREE

Can the official's spouse accept the lobbyist principal's offer of free transportation on the
trip?

OPINION

Gifts to spouses of officials as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. T(c), from
lobbyists or lobbyist principals are not addressed in Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A.

QUESTION FOUR

What is the definition of "official duties" for the purposes of Minn. Stat. 8 T0A.071, subd.
3(2)?

OPINION

Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3(2) does not define official duties.
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Approved: March 1, 1995

THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) (1934 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec. 1)

RE: Loan Limit
ADVISORY OPINION #207
SUMMARY

207. A candidate who accepts a public subsidy must not contribute or loan to the
candidate's principal campaign committee amounts which in aggregate exceed the
contribution limits set out in Minn. Stat. § 10A.27, subd. 10. Minn. Stat. § 10A.27,
subds. 1, 8, and 10.

FACTS

As a candidate who has a valid public subsidy agreement, you have requested an
interpretation of Minn. Stat. § 10A.27, subd. 10, which limits the amount of contributions
which a candidate who accepts a public subsidy may make to his or her campaign. You
ask the Board to answer the following question:

QUESTION

Is there a difference between the candidate who accepts a public subsidy and who
contributes to his or her campaign as opposed to the candidate who accepts a public
subsidy and who loans money to the campaign?

OPINION

No. A candidate who accepts a public subsidy must not contribute or loan to the
candidate's principal campaign committee amounts which in aggregate exceed the
contribution limits set out in Minn. Stat. § 10A.27, subd. 10. It is the opinion of the Board
that the loan limits expressed in Minn. Stat. § 10A.27, subd. 8, must be read together
with any applicable contribution limits imposed by Minn. Stat. § 10A.27.
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Approved: April 10, 1995
Issued to:
Katherine E. Sasseville, General Counsel
Otter Tail Power Company
215 South Cascade Street
P. O. Box 496
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496

RE: Lobbyist Registration
ADVISORY OPINION #208
SUMMARY

208. Time spent by an employee of an association other than a political subdivision
monitoring legislation is not considered communicating or urging others to communicate
with public or local officials for purposes of lobbyist registration and reporting. The costs of
presenting factual material without comment are not reportable as lobbying disbursements.
Minn. Stat. §8 10A.01, subd. 11, 10A.03, and 10A.04; Minn. Rules pt. 4510.0100,
subp. b.

FACTS

As general counsel for the Otter Tail Power Company, a lobbyist principal, you ask the
Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion based on your statement of the following
facts and information provided:

1. The statutory requirement for registration as a lobbyist is that an individual
employed by an association such as Otter Tail Power Company be authorized
to spend money and devote five hours or more in a month for the purpose of
attempting to influence legislative or administrative action..."by
communicating or urging others to communicate with public or local

officials... ." You state that the meaning of "communicating” in this context
is not clear.
2. You state that a closely related question is whether advertising, brochures,

forums, or seminars provided to the general public which are designed to
‘educate the public about a general legislative matter, but without overt
efforts to bring the public to communicate with the legislature, are activities
that require lobbyist registration and reporting.
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QUESTION ONE

Is time that an Otter Tail Power Company employee spends observing or monitoring
legislative activity considered to be "communicating or urging others to communicate with
public or local officials" even though the employee never speaks to a legislator or an
official?

OPINION

No. Although time spent by an employee of a political subdivision monitoring legislative or
administrative action and related research, analysis, and compilation or dissemination of
information relating to legislative or administrative policy in Minnesota must be included in
calculating the hourly standard that requires registration as a lobbyist, the present law
does not impose this requirement on other individuals. Minn. Stat. 88 10A.01, subd. 11
(b)(4), 10A.03.

QUESTION TWO

If an Otter Tail Power Company employee who monitors legislative or administrative action
for forty hours a week, but communicates, orally or in written form only twice, totalling
one hour of the employee's time, is the employee required to register as a lobbyist?

OPINION

No. Please see response to Question One, above.
QUESTION THREE

Are the costs of advertising, brochures, forums, or seminars provided to the general public
which are designed to educate the public about a general legislative matter, but without
overt efforts to bring the public to communicate with the legislature, considered to be
reportable lobbying activities?

OPINION

No. The presentation of factual material without comment does not fall within the
definition of "urging/urges others to communicate" with public or local officials. This term
as used in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 11, means any written or oral communication by a
lobbyist or a lobbyist principal which requests that an individual or association advocate a
particular position to public or local officials concerning legislative or administrative action.
Also included are requests by a lobbyist or lobbyist principal that an individual or
association advocate that a public or local official initiate any particular legislative or
administrative action. Minn. Rules pt. 4510.0100, subp. 5. See copy attached for
reference.
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COMMENT

It is the opinion of the Board that a series of questions in your letter about the application
of certain lobbyist registration and reporting laws to the activities of a grass-roots
organization do not constitute a request for an advisory opinion to guide your company's
disclosure obligations under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12 (a).
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Approved: April 10, 1995

THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) (1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.1)

RE: Campaign Finance Disclosure
ADVISORY OPINION #209
SUMMARY

209. The purchase of computer equipment from funds that have been contributed to a
principal campaign committee must be reported as campaign expenditures on the
committee's periodic report that covers the period in which the equipment was purchased.
Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 10, 10A.20, 10A.25. Campaign expenditures, including in-
kind donations or approved expenditures, and noncampaign disbursements by a
candidate's principal campaign committees for more than one office are subject to the
applicable contribution and expenditure limits for each office and must be reported on the
committees' respective periodic reports. Minn. Stat. § 10A.19, 10A.25, 10A.27; Minn.
Rules pt. 4500.1200.

FACTS

As a legislator who filed for office in a special election, you have a committee registered
for each office registered with the Ethical Practices Board. You state that you intend to
keep both campaign committees open until such time as you make a decision whether to
run for re-election to the office you hold or to run for election to the other office in 1996.
You ask the Board for an advisory opinion based upon your statement of the following
facts and information provided:

1. You recently purchased computer equipment from the funds of one of the
committees which you intend to use for both campaign and noncampaign
related activities.

2. One of the major reasons for purchasing this equipment is to assist you in
working on issues related to the office you hold, such as data analysis,

mapping, correspondence, and other work related to your current office.

3. You will use the equipment, also, for campaigns, such as mailing lists and
registered voter files.
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QUESTION ONE

Are you permitted to use funds contributed to your committee established to seek another
office for noncampaign disbursements related to your service in the office you hold?

OPINION
No. Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 10c (j).
QUESTION TWO

Are you permitted to make campaign expenditures from both principal campaign
committees for the respective offices between now and filing for office for nomination or
election to one of the two offices?

OPINION

Yes. Campaign expenditures for each office must be paid from the committee you
established to seek the respective office. For example, the purchase of computer
equipment from funds that have been contributed to committee established for the office
you hold must be reported as campaign expenditures on that committee's periodic report
for the period in which the equipment was purchased.

If your other committee uses the computer purchased and owned by the committee for the
office you hold, your other committee must pay the committee owning the equipment for
the fair market value of the use of the equipment, otherwise the use of the equipment is
an in-kind donation from your committee for the office you hold, which is prohibited. A
principal campaign committee is prohibited from accepting a contribution from another
principal campaign committee, including an in-kind donation in the form of use of a
principal campaign committee's computer. Minn. Stat. 8§ 10A.27, subd. 9(a)

QUESTION THREE

Are you required to sign and file a separate public subsidy agreement for the other
committee upon signing a public subsidy agreement for the committee established for the
office you hold?

OPINION
Yes. A public subsidy agreement for the office you hold signed and filed after December
31, 1994, remains in effect until December 31, 1996, when the election cycle for that

office ends or the termination of that committee, whichever occurs first. A public subsidy
agreement for the other committee filed during a special election expires 60 days after the
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special election was held for that office. You may file a public subsidy agreement for your
other committee at any time after the special election cycle ends to September 1, 1996,
which will remain in effect until December 31, 1996, when the regular election cycle for
that office ends or the termination of your other committee, whichever occurs first. Minn.
Stat. § 10A.322.

QUESTION FOUR

Do the contribution and expenditure limits in Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A apply separately to each
of your principal campaign committees?

OPINION

Yes. See copy of Minn. Rules pt. 4500.1200 reprinted below.
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Approved: April 10, 1995
Issued to:
The Honorable Cal Larson
145 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Exception to Gift Prohibition
ADVISORY OPINION #210
SUMMARY

210. Meals and reimbursement for travel costs paid by BlueCross BlueShield Minnesota, a
lobbyist principal, to an official who serves as a member of their advisory councils are gifts
that are within the exception to the gift prohibition in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 because a
majority of the advisory council members are not officials and an equivalent gift is given to
the other advisory council members. Minn. Stat. § 1T0A.071, subd. 3 (b)(1).

FACTS

As a member of the Minnesota Senate you are a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. §
10A.01, subd. 18 (a), and, therefore, an official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071,
subd. 1 (c). You ask the Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion based on your
statement of the following facts and information provided:

1. For the past 25 years you have been affiliated with BlueCross BlueShield of
Minnesota ("BCBSM"), a lobbyist principal, and served on their advisory
council for many years.

2. You have been asked now to serve on another of BCBSM's boards, the
Northwest Council and the Agent Advisory Council.

3. At the most recent advisory council meeting you paid $11.50 for your lunch
because a 1994 law prohibits a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal from giving a
gift to an official and prohibits an official from accepting a gift from a lobbyist
or a lobbyist principal.

4, A majority of the individuals who serve with you on BCBSM advisory councils
are not officials as defined in Minn. Stat. § T0A.071. Although advisory
council members receive no compensation for performing their duties, BCBSM
provides complimentary meals for the members at their meetings and pays
travel costs for the members to attend meetings.
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QUESTION

Are the complimentary meals and reimbursement for travel costs from BCBSM, a lobbyist
principal, provided to you as a member of BCBSM's advisory councils considered to be
gifts from a lobbyist principal?

OPINION
Yes, but the gifts are not prohibited because you are a member of the BCBSM's advisory

council, a majority of whose members are not officials, and an equivalent gift is given to
the other advisory council members. Minn. Stat. § 1T0A.071, subd. 3 (b)(1).
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Approved: April 10, 1995

THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) {1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.1)

RE: Campaign Finance Disclosure
ADVISORY OPINION #211

SUMMARY

211. The purchase of computer equipment from funds that have been contributed to a
principal campaign committee must be reported as a campaign expenditure on the
committee's periodic report that covers the period in which the equipment was purchased.
Minn. Stat. §8 10A.01, subd. 10, 10A.20, 10A.25. The committee treasurer must
approve the purchase and maintain records on the transaction, including invoices, bills,
worksheets, and receipts in sufficient detail to support the report of receipts and
expenditures disclosing the transaction. Minn. Stat. 8§ 10A.17, 10A.22.

FACTS

As a legislator you have a principal campaign committee registered with the Ethical
Practices Board. You ask the Board for an advisory opinion based upon your statement of
the following facts and information provided:

1. You would like to have your campaign cocmmittee purchase a computer and
printer from your family's business. The equipment will no longer be used by

your family's business.

2. The equipment will be appraised by a third party involved in the computer
business to put a fair market value on the equipment.

3. You intend to locate the equipment in your home and use the equipment in
your work as a legislator for correspondence and record keeping.

QUESTION ONE

How should you proceed with this transaction so that you comply with the requirements of
Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A, the Ethics in Government Act?
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OPINION

The treasurer of your principal campaign committee must keep records of the purchase
including the bill presented to your committee for the equipment showing the fair market
value at which the equipment was purchased and on which the bill from your family's
business is based. Your family's business must render in writing to the treasurer of your
principal campaign committee the bill for the equipment within 60 days after the
equipment is provided. Your treasurer must maintain records on the transactions involving
the equipment, including invoices, bills, worksheets, and receipts in sufficient detail to
support the report of receipts and expenditures disclosing the transaction. Minn. Stat. §
10A.17, 10A.18, 10A.20, 10A.22.

Upon purchase by your committee the computer becomes a physical asset of your
committee. If an asset is used for other than committee business, your committee must
be compensated at fair market value for the use. Physical assets must be listed at their
fair market value when dissolving or terminating your principal campaign committee. To
meet the statutory requirements for dissolution, a committee must settle all its debts,
dispose of all its assets in excess of $100, and file a termination report. Minn. Stat. §§
10A.20, 10A.24.

QUESTION TWO

Is your principal campaign committee's purchase of a computer and printer to be reported
as a campaign expenditure and, therefore, to be subject to the applicable campaign
expenditure limit?

OPINION

Yes. Generally, the funds from which a candidate's principal campaign committee may
elect to purchase equipment for the committee have accumulated as the result of
contributions made to the committee to influence the nomination or election of the
candidates. Your campaign committee's purchase of computer equipment from
contributions made to your committee must be reported as a campaign expenditure on
your committee's periodic report that covers the period in which the equipment was
purchased. Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 10, § 10A.25.
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Approved: June 6, 1995

THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) {1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.1)

RE: Event for Officials
ADVISORY OPINION #212
SUMMARY

212. An association which is not a lobbyist principal may host an event for officials
provided payment of expenses for the event was not made by or requested by a lobbyist or
a lobbyist principal. A lobbyist or a lobbyist principal is prohibited from making certain gifts
to officials, including requesting another to pay for an event for officials. Officials are
prohibited from accepting certain gifts from a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal, including a
gift that a lobbyist or lobbyist principal has requested another to give to the officials.

Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subds. 1, 2.

FACTS

As the chief operating officer of an association that is not a lobbyist principal, you ask the
Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion on facts which you describe as follows:

1. The association would like to have a joint family event for certain Minnesota
state officials, their family members, and your association as part of an event
your association is conducting this summer.

2. A businessperson who is neither a principal nor a lobbyist has offered to
underwrite the expenses for the joint family event.

3. A lobbyist has volunteered to assist the association with the logistics of the
event.

QUESTION ONE
Does Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A permit the association to offer hospitality to officials when the

expenses for the event are paid by a businessperson who is neither a principal nor a
lobbyist?
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OPINION

Yes, unless the lobbyist who volunteered to assist the association with the event or any
other lobbyist or lobbyist principal requested the businessperson to pay the expenses for
the event. A lobbyist or a lobbyist principal is prohibited from making certain gifts to
officials, including requesting another to make a gift to officials. Officials are prohibited
from accepting certain gifts from a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal, including a gift that a
lobbyist or lobbyist principal has requested another to give to the legislators. Minn. Stat. §
10A.071, subds. 1 and 2.

The Ethical Practices Board refers the requester to Advisory Opinion Nos. 197, 200, and
201, in which the Board has answered similar questions. A lobbyist may provide volunteer
services to assist an official; see Advisory Opinion No. 151.

QUESTION TWO

On the invitation to the officials, may the association acknowledge the businessperson's
generosity and the lobbyist's assistance?

OPINION
See response to Question One, above.
QUESTION THREE
If the association is not permitted to accept the businessperson's offer to pay the costs of
the picnic, how should the association determine the amount to be charged per official to
attend the event?

OPINION

Disposition of the funds of an association that is not a lobbyist principal, is not within the
authority of the Ethical Practices Board. See response to Question One, above.

The Ethical Practices Board refers the requester to Advisory Opinion Nos. 159, 160, 161,

169,171, 173, 174, 185, 193, and 195, in which the Board has addressed similar
questions.
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
(under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) (1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.1)

RE: Clients of Public Official
ADVISORY OPINION #213
SUMMARY

213. Individuals or associations who are lobbyists or lobbyist principals and who use
commercial services at a public official's establishment and who pay no more than the
prices charged to others are clients of the official's business.

FACTS

As a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18, and, therefore, an official
as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (c), you ask the Ethical Practices Board for
an advisory opinion based upon your statement of the following facts:

1. You have operated a commercial service for many years.
2. During this time, and before you became a public official, you have had
individuals, companies, and business groups who paid your prices for the

services as they would at any other commercial operation.

3. You are receiving communication recently from some clients that they are not
returning to your establishment because they are concerned that they may be
‘perceived as somehow breaking the law prohibiting certain gifts to public
officials, Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (c).

4, Your response to the clients has been that your public service is part-time and
that the commercial service you operate is your business and your livelihood.

QUESTION

Does Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 prohibit individuals or others with whom you are acquainted
from continuing to come to your establishment and pay your current prices for service?

OPINION

No. The prohibition about gifts to officials in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (b), is
against lobbyists and lobbyist principals. You are in the business of operating a
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commercial service. Consequently, individuals or associations who are lobbyists or
lobbyist principals and who use services at your establishment and who pay no more than
your current prices are clients of your business. In the transactions you describe no gift is
given or received within the meaning of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (b).
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) {1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.1)

RE: Exception to Gift Prohibition
ADVISORY OPINION #214
SUMMARY

214. A donation by a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal to a 501(c)(3) charitable organization
that is personally requested by a public official who is a volunteer member of the
organization's board of directors is a gift within the meaning of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071.
The gift prohibitions in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 do not apply to a request from the charitable
organization which has a public official on the board of directors as a volunteer member.

FACTS

You are a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18 (a), and, therefore,
an official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (c). You ask the Ethical Practices
Board for an advisory opinion based on your statement of the following facts and
information provided:

1. You have been approached by a group of persons who have requested your
participation as a founding board member of a start up charitable
organization organized under § 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

2. The organization proposes to deal with public issues, but not for partisan
purposes. .
3. One of your responsibilities in the organization would be to raise funds for

the organization through solicitations either directly as a member of the
board or collectively through direct mail solicitations as a group. Some of
the solicitations would be made to lobbyists or lobbyist principals.

4. There would be no compensation for any of the volunteer activities
associated with this organization.

QUESTION ONE

Is a financial donation by a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal to a charitable organization
organized under § 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code that is requested by a public
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official who is a volunteer member of the organization's board of directors considered to be
a gift to the official within the meaning of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071?

OPINION

Yes. A request personally made by a public official to a lobbyist or lobbyist principal which
results in a donation is a gift within the meaning of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071.

QUESTION TWO

Is a donation by a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal to a charitable organization organized
under § 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code that is requested by a public official who
is a volunteer member of the organization's board of directors considered to be a gift to
the official if a majority of the organization's board of directors are not public officials as
defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.0717

OPINION

Yes. Please see response to Question One, above.
QUESTION THREE

Is a donation by a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal to a charitable organization organized
under § 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code that is requested by the organization’s
board of directors considered to be a gift to a official if the request were made in the form
of a letter signed by all the members of the board of directors and you were the only public
official on that board?

OPINION

No. Under the circumstances described, Minn. Stat. § 10.071 does not apply to a
solicitation made by an organization that has a public official on the board of directors.

QUESTION FOUR

Is a donation by a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal to a charitable organization a gift to a
public official under Minn. Stat. § 1T0A.071 when the donation is solicited by the public
official as a volunteer member of the organization, provided that the letterhead of the
solicitation contains the names of the board of directors (including the public official’s) and
a majority of the board of directors are not public officials?
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OPINION
Yes. See response to Question One, above. The donation does not qualify as an
exception under Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3(b)(1) because an equivalent gift is not

being given to other members of the group.

The Ethical Practices Board refers the requester to Advisory Opinion Nos. 190 and 210, in
which the Board has answered similar questions.
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b) {1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.1)

RE: Contractual Relationship
ADVISORY OPINION #215
SUMMARY

215. A public official employed by a lobbyist principal who receives an increase in salary,
a promotion or moves from a part-time to a full-time position is not in violation of Minn.
Stat. § T0A.071. A public official engaged in a contractual relationship to provide services
to a lobbyist principal for monetary compensation is not in violation of Minn. Stat. §
10A.071 (1994).

FACTS

As a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18, and, therefore, an official
as defined in Minn. Stat. 8 10A.071, subd. 1 (c), you ask the Ethical Practices Board for
an advisory opinion concerning the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, which the Board
is charged with administering. You state that you are specifically concerned with Minn.
Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (b), which cites that a gift to an official from a lobbyist or a
lobbyist principal includes a promise of future employment. You further state that you have
several questions concerning the Board's definition and application of the term a promise
of future employment as it may apply to your personal employment situation.

QUESTION ONE

If a public official, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18, or as defined in Minn.
Stat. &8 10A.071, subd. 1, were working for a principal as defined in Minn. Stat. §
10A.01, subd. 28, prior to the enactment of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 in 1994 and
subsequently received from that employer either an increase in salary or a promotion with
an increased salary, would either instance be a violation of the provisions outlined in Minn.
Stat. § 10A.071 dealing with a promise of future employment?

OPINION

No.

- 125 -




QUESTION TWO

If a public official, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18, or as defined in Minn.
Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1, were working for a principal as defined in Minn. Stat. §
10A.01, subd. 28, on a limited basis such as a part-time employee working less than 40
hours a week and were offered a full-time position with that employer, would the
acceptance of full-time position with additional salary, responsibilities, and benefits, be
construed as a violation of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (b)?

OPINION
No.
QUESTION THREE

If a public official, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18, or as defined in Minn.
Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1, were to engage in a contractual relationship as an independent
contractor to provide services rendered to a principal as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01,
subd. 28, receiving monetary compensation for such services, would such a contractual
relationship be a violation of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (b}, as it relates to a promise
of future employment?

OPINION

No.
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THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12({b) (1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.1)

RE: Political Fund Registration
ADVISORY OPINION #216

SUMMARY

216. An association whose major purpose is other than to influence elections and that
makes contributions to candidates must register its political organization as a political fund.

FACTS
You state that you have been asked by an association and its political organization to
request an advisory opinion to clarify the appropriate registration category for the political
association. You state that the political organization is currently registered as a political
fund. You advise that the political organization receives administrative support from the
association using funds derived from dues.

QUESTION

Should the political organization be registered as a political committee or a political fund?

OPINION
The political organization must be registered as a political fund. Minn. Rule 4500.3300,

subp. 1, provides that an association whose major purpose is one other than to influence
nominations or elections, shall register as a political fund.
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Issued to:

Erin T. Roth

Suite 260

8 Pine Tree Drive

St. Paul MN 55112

RE: Gift to Legislative Employee
ADVISORY OPINION #217
SUMMARY

217. A lobbyist is prohibited from giving a gift to a legislative employee. Legislative
employees are prohibited from accepting a gift from a lobbyist. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071,
subds. 1 and 2. The wedding gift described in this request is not a prohibited gift if the
giver receives consideration of equal or greater value in return. Minn. Stat. § 10A.071,
subd. 1(b). Although the Board may take enforcement action, Chapter 10A provides no
monetary penalty for violations of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071.

FACTS

As a registered lobbyist, you ask the Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion based
on your statement of the following facts:

1. You have been asked and accepted the invitation to be best man in a
friend's wedding. The friend is employed by the Minnesota Legislature. You
would like to give a wedding gift to the bride and groom.

2. Your friendship with the legislative employee has nothing to do with your
being a lobbyist.

QUESTION ONE

Is it acceptable for you, a lobbyist, to give a close friend, a legislative employee, and the
legislative employee’s spouse a wedding gift?

OPINION

No. As a lobbyist, you are prohibited from providing a gift to a legislative employee.
Legislative employees are prohibited from accepting a gift from a lobbyist. However, if the
giver receives consideration of equal or greater value in return for a gift, the prohibition
does not apply.
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QUESTION TWO

If this is a violation, are there any penalties which apply to myself and the groom if we
chose to ignore the statute?

OPINION
There are no monetary civil penalties for violation of Minn. Stat. § 10A.071. However,

you should be aware that the Board or a county attorney may take action under Minn.
Stat. § 10A.34, subd. 2, to enforce the provision.
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