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PREFACE

Who is the Council?

The Minnesota Early Childhood Care and Education Council was created to advocate for an
cffective and coordinated carly childhood care and education system. It is an independent State
Council representing grassroots Minnesota. The members represent the early childhood field. as
well as, community and parents from around the state. Council membership includes the com-
missioners of human services, economic security. education and health: two members from the
senate and two members from the house of representatives.

The Minnesota Early Childhood Care and Education Council focuses exclusively on the needs
of young children and their families, particularly with child carc and education issues.
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Minnesota Statute 256H/195 directs the Minnesota Early Childhood Care and
Education Council to ""Provide a report to the Legislature on January 1, of
every odd-numbered year, containing a description of the activities and work
plan of the Council and any legislative recommendation developed by the
Council”
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SUMMARY OF COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS

The following is a brief overview of key positions developed by the council. focusing on
MINNESOTA MILESTONES' GOAL.: All Children will start school ready to lcarn.

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS

Suppont all efforts for coordination and collaboration of programs. working to
reduce barriers and provide incentives.

Head Start

Increase funding for Head Stant to provide access for all eligible children.
Learning Readiness

Increase formula funding for Leaming Readiness Programs.
Child Care

Affordability

Fully fund the Child Care Basic Sliding Fee Program.

Quaiity

Weges: Expiore ways to increase pay of child care workers to assure a more
stable work force with the goal of quality improvement of child care programs.

Regulationz Require all child care programs., including programs exclusively for
school age child care, 10 be monitored using one set of standards.

Fund staff positions in the Department of Human Services to provide technical
assistance for Rule 2&3 child care providers.

Provide permanent authority to the Depantment of Human Services for use of
Interpretive Guidelines for Ruie 3 and to write and implement Interpretive
Guidelines for Rule 2.

Treining: Increase the initial and ongoing education requirements for licensing
of family child care providers under Rule 2.

Implement a coordinated professional development program with a state-wide
approved cummiculum and articulation of credits among post sccondary
Establish coordinated training for all carly childhood professionals.

Require a hcensing fee of Rule 2 providers and a porstion of Rule 3 licensing feces
to go to a fund to be used exclusively for education of child care providers.

Fund the Cultural Diversity training project.




Increase the basic formula for Early Childhood Family Education for home
visiting for licensed family child care providers.

Accessibility
Expand access to Schoel Age Child Care Programs.

Coordination
Fund the Minnesota Early Childhood Care and Education Council.

Increase funding for the Child Care Resource and Referral programs to enable
them to carry out their mandates.

STRENGTHENING AND SUPPORTING FAMILIES

Increase the basic formula for Early Childhood Family Education for program
growth, outreach and home visiting for families with young chiidren.

Support a teaching requirement of family life and parenting skills by trained
staff throughout the K-12 curriculum.

Increase funding for Head Start to provide access for all eligible families.

Increase funding for Minnesota Department of Health home visiting program
for famtlies of newborns who may be at risk.

Increase state supplement of WIC Program to insure that all eligible women
and children may be served.



COUNCIL REPORT

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

The coundl spent its first year fomiliorizing members with the existing early childhood programs and
issves, through the use of speakers and stwdy of research and reports.

Regional meetings

The major activity for the 93-94 year was hosting regional meeting throughout the state. The council
in cooperation with local Child Care Resource and Referral programs scheduled six regional meet-
ings around the state and solicited input from those unable to attend. These included: Metro-
Roseville, West Central-Fergus Falls, Southeast-Owatonna, Southwest-Marshall, Northwest-
Crookston, Northeast-Eveleth. The meetings focused on successes and barriers to collaboration
among early childhood and family programs and featured presentations on model programs. Partici-
pants were able to discuss concerns and make recommendations for improvement in the delivery of
early childhood care and education programs and services. Input received from participants was
used by the council to set legislative recommendations and council priorities and activities.

Council meetings

The full council met bi-monthly with the executive committee meeting during the intervening
months. Meetings included reports from DHS on the Department of Human Services Report to the
Legislature; Minneapolis League of Women Voters-"Valuing Children: The First Step”; Reports on
Special Needs Children, Year 5 of Part H IDEA and Special Needs Child Care; Child Care Resource
and Referral Network: Child Care Works; Apprenticeship program of GMCDA: DHS Interpretive
Guidelines; Infant Toddler Training Project; School Age Child Care Alliance; Department of Educa-
tion; Department of Economic Security; the Minnesota Report on Race/Ethnicity in Child Care:
National Parenting Association; The Economic Summit Sponsored by The Alliance of Early Child-
hood Professionals on child care financing: Report on Home Visiting programs for familics with
newborns or voung children from the departments of Health, Education and Human Services.

Site visits

The Executive Director visited the Ammowhead Head Start program and Chicagami Children's Center
in Eveleth; the Y Wee Care Child Care Center at the Range Technical College in Virginia; School
Age Child Care program and Mother Lee Care. a family child care home in Fergus Falls; ECFE and
Minnesota Extension in Eibow Lake; La Creche Child Care Center in North Minneapolis; the Rush
City Family Center in Rush City: Early Childhood Special Education. Tiny Tots preschool program,
Eagan: St. James Child Care Center, Early Childhood Family Education and Project Kids,
Bumsville.

Executive Director Activities
The executive director participated in the following activitics:

* Minncsota Nurses Chiald Care Health Consultants’ regional niecting

o Saint Paul Ecumenical Alliance of Congregations’ forum on child care issues
* DHS Child Care Task Force

* Child Care Works

e The Children’s Coalition

¢ For Kid's Sake: Stop the Viokence conference
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* The Governors’ Conference on Excellence in Education

e Minnesota Early Childhood Professional Development Strategic Planning Advisory Consortium
* Inter-agency Early Intervention Committee

» Balancing Work and Family: Challenges and Solutions national teleconference

* Planning Committee for Child Care Economic Summit

¢ Advisory Committee to Department of Education on school meals programs
 State Comerstone Committee

* City Parents United: Parents’ Congress

* Planning Committee for 1995 conference on children Birth-Kindergarten

 The Early Childhood Directors” Association Resource Fair

» Minnesota Association for the Education of Young Children State Conference

* DHS Children’s Symposium

* Minnesota School Boards Association Delegate Assembly

» State Comerstone Retreat on Collaboratives

* Child Care Resource and Referral Day at the Capitol

» Coming Together for Children, Youth, and Families Statewide Collaboration Conference
¢ Attended meetings of and/or testified before:

» The Legislative Commission on Children, Youth and Families

¢ Legislative hearings

* ChITA-Children’s Initiative Technical Assistance Commiittee

¢ CERA-Coalition for Education Reform and Accountability

¢ Contacted state and federal Legislators, the Governor, his staff and commissioners.
¢ Children’s Cabinet

Activities of Council members (most not at council expense)
¢ Head Stant, state and national conventions
* Minncsota and National Association for the Education of Young Children
* Minnesota and National Family Licensed Child Care Associations.
¢ Child Care Resource and Referral, Minnesota Extension Services and Women's Days at the
Capitol.
* DHS Interpretive Guidelines Task Force
e DHS Child Care Task Force
* The National Governors’ Conference on Excellence in Education
» For Kid's Sake: Stop the Violence conference
* Minncsota Early Childhood Professional Development Strategic Planning Advisory Committee
e Cultural Diversity Training Steering Comimitice
e Work/Family Professionals Network
¢ Met with local Child Carc Resource and Referral staff to plan regional meetings
¢ DHS Children'’s Symposiam

Other Work of Council

The council's hcensing task force. with expanded membership from outside the council. continued to
look at licensing issucs as identified in the regional meetings. The council’s priorities for 1994 included
secking full funding for the Child Care Basic Sliding Fee. examining licensing issues, and strengthening
the relationship between the council and the Child Care Resource and Referral Network.



COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS

hc status of our nation’s children is one of crisis. Too many children live in poverty. Too

many children have not been immunized. Too many children are subjected to abuse and
neglect. Too many children are hungry. The council believes that young children must be the
state’s highest budget priority. The early years provide the foundation for future success in life.
Human potential is our most important natural resource. We cannot squander it by failing to
provide the nurturing required to allow young children 1o thrive. By spending money now to
give children a good start in life. we save money in the future costs due to society’s negleet of
young children.

More and more society is recognizing the importance of the carly years of childhood for a
child’s social and cognitive development. Experts consisiently point out that we must focus on
prevention programs for young children and families if we expect to have an impact on socicety.
Prevention programs are less costly and more effective than intervention programs. There are
already many programs in place that have been proven 1o be successful in helping young chil-
dren and their families. The problem is the funding is not in place to meet the necd or serve all
the cligible ramilies.

Emnest Boyer in his book. Ready to Learn. A Mandate for the Nation, states. "The quality of
education and our society will be measured by our capacity to care for our children and (0 make
sacrifices for their future”. The National Education Goals and Minnesota Milestones have as a
goal that "all children will start school ready to learn”. What is needed to accomplish this goal?

We see here three major arcas that must be addressed by the Legislature and the Governor if
children are to be prepared to be successful in school.

1. Early childhood programs
2. Strengthening and supporting families
3. Health and nutrition

The major source for this Legislative Repont and recommendations is the input received from
the six regional meetings held by the council. Input was received from individuals from 48
counies around the state. The counvil also incorporated its study of national and state rescarch
and reports on early childhood issues as well as information received through attendance at
meetings and conferences. An important reference is Stanting Points, Meeting the Needs of our
Youngest Children. the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 1994. Additional references are
cited in the Bibliography.

EARLY CHILDNOOD PROGRAMS

The council supports all efforts for coordination and collaboration of early childhood programs.
The council believes the family service model, used under Parnt H of the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Act is an appropniate model for all delivery of services o families. Under this model
services for infants and twoddlers with disabilities and their families are provided according 1o
an Individual Family Service Plan. The plan is developed with an interagency team. The usc of
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a case manager provides the family a single person to work with to access all appropriate and
available services allowing them to tell their story once.

The council supports the availability of Family Centers in Communities (o provide access 10 a
myriad of services and programs in one location.

The council stresses that all early childhood programs should be available at one site including
Head Stant, Early Child Family Education. Early Childhood Special Education, Pre-School
programs and Child Care.

Quality early childhood programs must be available to all children. $1 invested in quality preschool
education returns $3 because of lower costs of special education. public assistance and crime. *

Heud Start

Increase funding for Head Start to provide access for all eligible children. Head
Start has a proven record of helping prepare disadvantaged children to succeed in
school and thus in fife. The Minnesota Head Start Report to the Legislature,
January 1992, stated that "statistics have shown that children who attend Head
Swart are 65 percent more likely to graduate from high school” and "every $1
invested in Head Start returns $7 to society because of the decrease in long term
costs of health care. special education, public assistance and criminal justice
involvement.”

Learning Readiness
Increase formula funding for Learning Readiness Programs. There are many
young children in need of preschool programs who do not qualify for Head Start
or carly childhood special education.

Child Care
A caring, nurturing, and stimulating environment is essential for the healthy
development of children. When chiid care is chosen for children it must be of
high quality.

Affordability

Fully fund the Child Care Basic Sliding Fee Program. The council ieccommends
that the legislature support child care by fully funding the Child Care Basic
Stiding Fee program to allow access to quality child care for all eligible low
income families. Assistance with the cost of child care is essential to the self
sufficiency of low income families and necessary to help assure that children are
not left home alone or in inadeqguate care. Subsidized child care must be the
comerstone of welfare reform.

*Source: U.S. (ongress Heuse of Representatives, Sefect (ommittee on (hildren, Youth and Fomilies, “Oppostunities for Success: Cost Effective
Programs for (hildres” - Update 1990, 1015t {ongress, 2ad session, October 1950, pp. 9-10.
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Projected Economic Impact of Improved Graduation Rate
Heod Start 4 - Yeor - Olds (Arnual Dollars in Billions)
B New Tax Revenues
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Year
Notes: All of the dotlars are expressed with an annual inflation rate of 4.8% . The two upper curves estime.c the potential additional tax
revenues resulting lorm the increased graduation rate 10 635 pereent and 10 90 percent when the population remains stable. The two lower
companion curves estimate the new spending that could be avoided because these new high school graduates would be ess likely o commit
critnes oF require long-team public assistance

Sewrce: IBM Cuntonkr Business Development. Boulder. Colorado. 1992

Cost Benefit Anclysis of the Perry Preschool Progrom
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Weikunt, Changed Lives. Tiie Egfects of the Perry Preschool Program on Yeuths through Age 19, Monegraphs of the High/
Scope Educational Research Foundation, no. 8 (Ypsilanti, Mich.. High/Scope Press, 1984, p. 91,




Quality
We need to address three areas to improve quality: wages. training and
regulation.

With the increased number of parents working outside the home. it is essential
that child care programs be of high quality. Children need to have consistent
care from a loving. nurturing adult. Studies show that the most important
indicators of quality in programs is the training and wages of the care giver.

Regulation: To improve quality, the council recommends the licensing of all
child care programs. All early childhood programs should be monitored using
one set of standards. Currently many programs that care for children are not
licensed. This means that there are no training requirements for staft. they are
not required to follow any minimum health and safety standards. there are no
child-staff ratios requirements and no required background checks on employ-
ees who will be working with children. A minimal. nononerous. set of stan-
dards that would assure the safety of children should be adopted. Examples of
some of the programs that are not licensed are: programs that serve exclu-
sively school age children, Park and Recreation programs, Health Clubs, and
Indoor Play Centers.

The council recommends the funding of staft positions at the Department of
Human Services to provide technical assistance on licensing issues for both
Rule 2 & 3 providers. This would help to improve quality as well as help with
the lack of consistency among the counties’ interpretation of licensing rules.
Cost: $150.000

Interpretive Guidelines for Rule 3 were approved on a pilot basis. These
guidelines have been extremely helpful to providers. The council recommends
permanent authority be granted to use Interpretive Guidelines tor Rule 3 and
be written and implemented for Rule 2. This also w :!! help alleviate the prob-
lems of inconsistency among counties in licensing.

Wages: The council believes that ways to increase the pay of child care work-
ers must be explored if quality is to be improved. High turnover among child
care workers is a problem due to low wages. Often no benefits arc available.
Yournyg children need the stability of a consistent, concerned care giver. Loss
of a caregiver with whom a child has formed an attachment is detrimental 1o a
child’s development and ability to trust aduits.

Training: Training is an important element of quality. The council recommends
increasing the initial and ongoing training requirement for family child care
providers. Currently there is no training required prior to licensing and there-
after, only six hours per year are required. Fulfillment of this training require-
ment is not consistent from county to county as i what training is accepted.




The council supports a coordinated professional development system with articu-
lation of credits among institutions of higher learning and a statewide approved
curriculum.

The council recommends the establishment of a licensing fee paid by tamily child
care providers and a portion of the fee paid by centers to be set aside for free or
reduced-cost training for providers.

The council recommends that training be coordinated and funding pooled for all
early childhood care and education providers.

The Cultural Diversity training project should be funded. Cost: $600.000

The Early Childhood Family Education funding should be increased for home
visiting to family child care providers. This would help to alleviate the problem of
isolation expressed by many providers and help to improve their skills and expand
their resources.

Coordination

The Minnesota Early Childhood Care and Education Council should be funded in
order to fulfil their legislative mandates. The council is charged with coordinating
early childhood programs at the state level, working with state agencies, facilitat-
ing the development of inter-agency agreements and reviewing agency policies to
see that they do not conflict. The council is to advocate for an effective and
coordinated early childhood care and education system with state agencies and
programs. Cost: $200,000 for biennium.

Full funding for Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) is essential to sup-
port families who use child care. CCR&R programs connect families to child care
which helps parents maintain employment or to enter training programs leading to
employment. CCR&R also links families to other programs such as Head Start,
Early Childhood Family Education, Crisis Nursery, WIC, and other programs and
services.

CCR&R supports and coordinates services for the professionals who provide
direct child care. CCR&R is the infrastructure for the child care industry which
consisis of over 15,000 licensed family child care homes and centers statewide.

Accessibility

School age child care must be expanded in order to prevent children from being
home alone, unsupervised. which can lead to problems such as dropping out of
school, drug experimentation. early sexual activity, gang participation, crime and
violence. It is critical that older children have an opportunity to establish relation-
ships with caring, supportive adults who can be available on a consistent basis in a
very critical time in a young person's life when many challenges and temptations
must be faced. The council supports collaboration among agencies serving youth
in order to provide increased access to programs for older elementary and middle
school or junior high children. All schools should have available before and alter
school care.

-10 -



Estimated Savings from Providing Prenatal WIC
Services to Infants Born in 1990
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Estimated Cost Sevings Atiributable to WIC Prenatal Benefits®
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Qutpatieat
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Excess medwal care for o savings
disabled children $3¢ million S0 e
23 USD sved o cach
SSI tor disabled children dllas spent o W It
53 milli .
$53 million WIC Costs®™
Spectal cQu_vatiun ] 396 e
$91 mitlion
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In order to strengthen and support families. we need to focus on parent education. The parent is the
child’s first teacher. Being a good parent is not an inherent skill. We must provide future as well as
current parents the necessary skills to see that their children get a good stan in life.

The council recommends increased basic formula funding for Early Childhood Family Education for
program growth, outreach and home visiting for families of young children.

The council supports the teaching of family life and parenting skills by trained staff throughout the
K-12 curriculum.

Head Stant is an antipoverty program. A key component is parental involvement. The program !
works with parenting skills and help toward self sufficiency of families. The council recommends

full funding of Head Start 10 allow access to the program for ali eligible families. The council

recommends increased funding at the federal and state level.

Home visits by aurses during pregnancy and the first two years of life have been shown to reduce
many hezllhprmﬁrknmmmedwﬁhm mmmdandbw -income lmlimnaccordmg
to the Camegie Repont, Starting Poi pegl nng -
uxnauwuhmwpmm;msakcycmmmefﬂmMumesma(fh:kkeaslmmmmB&kww
Cass Counties and St. Paul.

The council recommends increasing funding for nurse home visiting for pregnant women and fami-
fies of newbormns. who may be at risk. The state should supvort a universal home visiting program
for all families with newboms. Families at risk could be identified through this program with appro-
priate follow-up and referral.

DR S PIUE S

In order to succeed in school a child must have a healthy stant. Good nutrition is essential to physi-
cal and intellectiual development. The council asks that the state supplement to WIC be increased to
allow all eligible women and chaldren 0 be served. A $1 investment in prenatal component of WIC
has saved $3 in short term bospital costs. as much as $3.13 in Medwaid costs for newboms and
mothers and as much as $3.90 for newboms only. *

*Source: US. (ongress House of Representatives, Select (ommitiee os (hbdren Youth ond Families, “Dpporsenities for Success: (ost Effective Progroms
for (hildeen” - Updute 1990, 1012 (ongress, 2nd
session, October 1990, pp. §-10.
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COUNCIL WORK PLAN

The coundl will:

L ]

Advocate for public/private programs and funding for carly childhood care and educa-
tion at the local. siate and national levels.

Work with the departments of Health. Education, Economic Security. and Human
Services to coordinate and increase coliaboration in the delivery of services o young
children and their families.

Study methods for improving stability in the child care workforce, including increasing
wages of carly childhood professionals with the goal of quality improvement of child
Care programs.

Study curremt rescasch, models used in other countries, and presentations at councii
meetings.

Work with smail and large business represematives around the state 1 Increase aware-
ness of the child care dilemma of costs and wages of providers, explore tax policy and
exampics of methods of employer assastance and seek solutions w0 the problem.

Develop a recommendation for improving wages of chikd care workers in cooperation
Work with the Child Care Resource and Referral network to improve the accessitality
affordability. and quality of child care throughout the state of Minnesota,

Continue to explore licensing issues through its licensing task force and follow through

Continue to dialogue and seck solutions with other agencies, advocates, parents, legisla-
tors. task forces, associations, educational, business and community leadens on early

Work to assure a culturally appropriate system for diverse populations. a coordinated
system of training and licensing for carly childhood professionals and the availebility of
care for special needs children.

Continue (o scrve as a resource 1o consumers for information and rosolution of 1ssues,
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¢ Work with other agencies and advocates 1o increase public awareness of the importance
of the carly years in a child’s development and looking at ways the state should re-
spond.

¢ Monitor the effect of welfare reform on the child care sysiem, including availability
and quality of services.

¢ Work with others to see that the quality of child care is improved through increased.
appropriate training requirements and that the training is affordable and accessible.

As a socicty we must invest i our future. We must strengthen and suppont families. We must
see to it that children have a healthy stant. We must provide access to quality carly childhood
programs for all young children.

mmkadmmmymedMgmmww
equatcly prepared younger ones. The socicty as a whole, and individual families within it, must
provide the conditions that allow children to progress toward competent adulthood. The earliest
years of life thus, lay the foundation for all that follows™,

An invesiment in early childhood programs and servioes is cott effective, producing cost savings
in fater years from lower costs of remedial education, welfare dependency, and prisons and
producing increased revenses from productive. contributing members in our society,

We must act pow to create our future,
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Council Members
Linda Miller Mary Jo de Bealka Legisiators:
Owatonsa Stiltwaster Representative Kay Brown
Deloris Friske Beanett Mootzks ?éanhﬁcki’
" Lahe Wyonung Senator Pat Piper
Crrighton Kaski Diana Osterfeld Austin
Viepwea Perham Seaator Mariha Rebertson
Carele Johnson Sharen Klun Minnctonka
St Pl bden Prane
Peg Kondson, Chair Doana Strahl-Belstorf Commissioner
Ashivy Auniin .
Danielie Perrier Christine Rremer Designees: .
S Passl Fdina Rarbara O'Sullivan
Pee Nebor Recjcan Goodwin Human Services
Minoeapoln Limo Lakes Lais Engstrom
Mayer Berg Kevin Trainor Fducatin
s Minscapolis Cheryl Smoot
Gladys Savage Julene Swemon Heulth
Red Wing Sultwater Sharon Sharpire
Ruzfry Hhughes Eeonomic Securnity
Minecapolse
Councll Mombership

The council consists of 19 members appointed by the Govemnor, the Commissioners of the
Depariments of Education. Health. Human Services, and Economic Security, and as ex-officio
members, Iwo state senators and two representatives. The appointed members represent the
following grosps aod wm parents, family child care providers, child care center pro-
viders, private foendations. corporate executives. small business owners, public school districts,
higher education, Hcad Sm WO Couniy represeniatives, a Communily group, communities of
color, and three members of Child Care Resource and Referral programs, including one from a
county-operated program. one from a rural location and one from the metro arca,

216 -




Minnesota Early Childhood Care
and Education Council

NISTORY

The Minnesota Early Childhood Care and Education Council is an independent state council
created by the 1991 legislaiure. Governor Ame Carlson appointed members 1o the Council
in March of 1992,

RISSION

The mission of the Mizncsota Early Childhood Care and Education Council is 10 lead Min-
nesota o developing and advocating a coordinated public/private sysiem 10 meet the early
childhood care and education needs of familics. The paramount population served by the
Council is youag children and their families.

vision

¢ Misscsota will ek £ 10 delivening guality services for young children and their

¢ Early childbood care and odacatwon is accessible, affordable and collaborative.

¢ The systous is somiive @0 culieral diversity

® A cominuuem of scorvice chosoos b in place.

¢ Familss pecd only tell thetr stoncs once

¢  Scrvices @ appropnate 0 mocds.

¢ Provuders are respected and valucd for their onitical rele in the lives of young children.
¢ Each chuld s vikwed 3 2 whole peron with individual aceds.

¢  Every child bas she opportuanty to develop histher full potential.
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Duties and Responsibilities

Minn. Stut. 2561.195:
* Develop a bucsaisl plan for casly childhood care and education in the state.
* Take a leadership roke in developing recommendations in conjunction with

the ecommendations. of other state ageacics on the state budget for carly
childhood care and education

* Apply for and mecvive staie moacy aad public and private gramt moacy.

* Pasticipate in and facdinase the devolopment of istor-agency agrecmonts on
carly chibdbood care aad oducaiion bsacs.

- * Review state apency policics om carty childhood care and cducation
v insaes w0 that Baey do not conilics.
* Advocaie for am offective and coonlinated carty childbood care and
culin Rion Syt with sate ageacios and programs.

* Sendy the mood for child care funding for special popelations whose acods
are aod being met by CERonl programs.

* Essurc that the carly chxddbood case 3nd education system roflocts
iy diverss
* Be revponsihie for advocating policics and funding fui carly childhood cane
and execation.

* Provide 2 ropont 1o the Legndatuse oa lanuary 1 of every odd-pembered
yeas. contaiming a description ~f the activities and the work plan of the
Council and apy kgislative recommendation developed by the Council.

Minn. Stat. 2560.225:

The commissioner (Depanment of Human Services) shall work with the early childhood care
and education council and with resource and referral programs 10 develop tools 1o assist child
care centers and family child care providers to obtain accreditation and cenification and to
achieve improved pay for child care workers.
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Bibliography

The following is a partial list of the books and reports studied by the Council.

I mt. An E\aluamn chon forThe McKm«hl Fﬂundanon Apnl 1993,

k. by Jule M. Sugarman. Child

ChakiCanag.

Defem MMMIWO

Children First. Penclope Leach. Alfred A. Knopf. New York, 1994,

AL crshi i -ation, Task Force Report and
Rcammndams nf me Commumly Panncrshup Child Care and Early Education,
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Dramatic Decline in Wages Puts the Squeeze on Minnesota's Early Childhood Professionals,
by Deborah Swenson-Kilatt, Child Care Workers Alliance with the assistance of the
Greater Minneapolis Day Care Association, April 1993.

An Education Agenda For Minnesota: The Challenge to our Communities and Schools: A

Report of The Minnesota Business Partnership, Minnesota Business Partnership,
March 1991.

Estimated Fiscal Impact of Fully Implementing Year S of Part H: A Report to the 1994
Minnesota Legislature, Minnesota Department of Education, December 29, 1993.

Every Child Ready For School: Report of the Action Team on School Readiness, National
Governors' Association, 1992,

Excellence in Early Childhood Education: Defining Characteristics and "iext-Decade Strat-
egies. Information Services Office of Education Research and Improvement, U.S.
Department of Education, July 1990.

The Family Impact Project: A Final Report to The McKnight Foundation, by Aimee Reedy.
Children's Defense Fund Grant, May 20, 1994.

Final Repon. Task Force on Education For Children With Disabilities, January 1994.
Giving Children Their Childhood Back/Paradigm Shifts in School Age Child Care: A Work

in Progress. A Report By Laurie Ollhoff, Rahn Elementary School, Project KIDS,
November 1993.

Head Start and Beyond: A National Plan for Extended Childhood Intervention, Edited by
Edward Zigler and Sally J. Styfco, Yale University Press, 1993.

Head Start Policy Manual 70.2: The Parents. U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services Administration for Children and Famiilies, 1992.

Healthy Communities; Healthy Youth/How Communitjes Contribute to Positive Youth
Development, Lutheran Brotherhood, September 1989.

Investing in Qur Children’s Care: An Analysis and Review of State Initiatives to Strengthen

The Quality and Build The Child Care and Development Block Grant, Helen Blank,
Children's Defense Fund., June 1993

Kids Can't Wait: Action for Minnesota's Children, A Report to the Governor and Peopie of
Minnesota from The Action for Children Commission, February 1992.
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Minnesota's Children: A Generation in Crisis. State of Minnesota. Office of the Lieutenant
Governor, January 1989.

Minnesota Head Start Report To The Legislature, Minnesota Department of Jobs and
Training Community Based Services Division. '992.

Minnesota Milestones: A report card for the future, MN Pianning. December 1992,
Minnesota Study on Race/Ethnicity in Child Care. Written by A Sub-Committee of the

Cultural Beginnings Project Steering Committee with assistance from Anita Segador
Beaton, Ph.D. Consultant and Debora Swenson-Klatt. Child Care Rescarcher.
Minnesota Child Care Resource & Referral Network, December 1993.

A Minnesota Survey on School Age Child Care, Resources for Child Caring. June 1991.

. Minnesota

Department of Human Servnces March 1993.

Pioneering States: Innovative Family Support and Education Programs/Connecticut, Ken-
tucky, Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, Harvard Family Research Project, 1988

“ation. Report of the
Child Care Task Force, Commission on the ECOIIOmI(. Status of Women, February
1991.

Ready to i.earn A Mandate for the Nation, Ernest L. Boyer. The Carnegie Foundation For
the Advancement of Teaching. 1991.

Recommendations For Improving Early Childhood Development: A Summary of Regent

velopment R s lement; 2CESS . United
Way of Minneapolis Area, October 1988.

amilics . Legislative
Commission on Children, Youth, and their Families, February 24, 1993.

Starting Points: Meeting the Needs of Our Youngest Children. Carncgie Corporation of
New York, April 1994.

The State of America's Children Yearbook, Children's Defense Fund. 1994.

The State of America's Children, Children's Defense Fund. 1942,

State Investments in Child Care and Early Childhood Education. by Gina Adams & Jodi R.
Sandfort, Children's Defense Fund, March 1992,

_21-



Status of School Age Child Care or Exiended Day Programs in Minnesota Schools.
Minnesota Department of Education School Age Child Care Initiative, December
1991.

The Study of Children in Family Child Care and Relative Care: Highlights and Findings,
Ellen Galinsky. Families and Work Institute, 1994.

Services Consortium, August 1991.

Valuing Chiidren: The First Step., Early Childhood Care and Education in Minnea
League of Women Voters of Minneapolis, May 1993.

lis

)

A Welcome For Every Child/How France Achieves Quality in Child Care: Practical Ideas
for the United States, by Gail Richardson and Elisabeth Marx, The Report of the
Child Study Panel of the French-American Foundation, March 1989.

What It Takes: Structuring Inter-agency Partnerships to Connect Children and Families

with Comprehensive Services, A Joint Publication of the Education and Human
Services Consortium, August 1991.

When The Bough Breaks: The Cost of Neglecting Our Children, Sylvia Ann Hewleut ,
Basic Books. 1991.

Within Our Reach: Breakine The Cycle of Disadvantage. Lisbeth B. Schorr with Daniel
Schorr. Anchor Books, 1989.

Who Cares? Child Care Teachers and the Quali; ¢ of Care in America, The National Child

Care Staffing Study. Child Care Employee Project, 1980.
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SUMMARY OF COUNCIL
RECOMMENDATIONS

The tollowing v a boctavensew of ey posiions
developed by the counal. tovusng on MINNESOTA
MILESTONES GOAL: Al Chaldren wall start
sehool ready 1o learn

EARLY CHILDHOOD PR

Support all cffons fef coordination
angt cotizhorataon of programs.
worhang to redusc barness and
provide Imenlve
Head Start

Increase fumbing tor Head Start
presvcde moess o all chigible children

' learning R #5s
frcreaee tonmalz funding o1 Learning Readiness Programs
Affordability

Folly fund e Chuld Care Baswe Shiding Fee Program

Quality

Weges: Eaplore wayvs 10 mcrease pay of child care workers to assure a
maege siable work furce with the goal of guatty mmprovement of child care

Ferrans

: & Rowsre sl chibd care programesincluding programs
eaghusereh o swohoed age child care, 1o be montored uaang one set of
shandards

Fund staft posties in the Depanment of Human services o srovide
techrnecal assiedanwer for Role S 3 Child care provorns

Pronsde perraanent authonty fo the Departmens of Human Services for use
of bnterprein e OGumdelines tor Rule and o wnite and seploment Interpre.

e Crardebnes tor gule 2

Yeimmg: [ncicase the imtial and ongoiny cducation re prcments tor

Boens... o of Tamady chadd care prosaders under Rule 2



frapliement a voordinued protessional development program with a state-
wade appros ed curnvulum and articulaiion of credads among post second-

AT amsfiens
tatabinh voondinated trammy for all carly chaldhood protessionals.

Keguire o hicensiny tee of Rule 2 providers and a poriibn of Rule 3
Boensing Tees W yo oo tund o he used exclusinely for education of

Chdd care proswlens,
Fund the Cultural Diversity triming progect.

fncrease the hise formula for Earhy Chaldhood Fanuly
Faducation tor home visitmy for heensed famuly child care

pros nders,

Accessibility
Fapand access to School Ave Chald Care Programs.

Coordination:
Fund the Minnesota Farly Chaldhood Care and Bducanion
Coungl

Increase tusding tor the Child Care Resource and Referral programs (o
enable them W carmy out ther
erasadatos,

STRENGTHENING AND SUPPORTING
FARMILIES

fnwreaee the hasic formuola for
Forty Chbdbood Farely

s nen for prognsn @1 ath,

outreach and home visiing o
tamsiies with vouny childien.

Suppoert teaching requirement
of fumely Hle and parcnang

is botraned stady thiough-

oot the X012 curnculum.




fncrease funding for Head Stan 1o provide access tor ail eligible families

Invrewse tundimg for Minnesota Department of Health home visiting
program for famihics of newborns who may he at nsh.

HEALTH AND NUTRITION

Increiee state supplement of WIC Progcam o insare that all chaible
woinen and children may be senved.

MISSION ’

The mission of the Minnesota Early Childhood Care and Education Council is to lead
Minaesota in developing and advoceting a coordinated public/private system to meet the

carly childhood care and education needs of families. The paramount population served
by the Council is young children and their families.

Por furtner mformation or inguines contact:
Jevne Kloeber at 612/296-1400.

FAX 612/296-1401

TDD MRS. 612/297-5353

TOD MRS 800/627-3532 Freater MN)

Munnesota Forhy Childiond Care and Educon Council
17 University Aveiade
Suamnt Paul, Moaaneaati SS155





