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444 Lafayerte Road N
St. Paul, Minnesora 55155

February 22, 1994

The Honorable Don Samuelson
Minnesota Senate

124 Capitol

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Senator Samuelson:

Enclosed is a report to the Legislature, mandated by Minnesota
Statutes, §265B.0629, subdivision 3 (1993).

The Department of Human Services (DHS) is in agreement with the
Advisory Committee on Organ Transplants recommendations to cover
autologous bone marrow transplants for chronic myelogenous .
leukemia and pancreas transplants for hypoglycemic unawareness,
and intends to provide notice of this additional coverage in the
State Register. At this time, however, DHS does not concur with
the recommendation to cover autologous bone marrow transplants

. for breast cancer because DHS believes this procedure to be
investigative. DHS will continue to follow the clinical trials
currently underway, and reevaluate this decision if clinical
trials show #1) the procedure should no longer be considered
investigative, and #2) the procedure has clinical benefits beyond
current treatment methods.

A cost estimate for the three transplant procedures recommended
in the Committee’s report is attached. Six copies of this report
have been forwarded to the Legislative Reference Library, in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 3.195.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Lee Greenfield
Minnesota House of Representatives
Room 375, State Office Building
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Representative Greenfield:

Enclosed is a report to the Legislature, mandated by Minnesota
Statutes, §265B.0629, subdivision 3 (1993).

The Department of Human Services (DHS) is in agreement with. the
Advisory Committee on Organ Transplants recommendations to cover
autologous bone marrow transplants for chronic myelogenous
leukemia and pancreas transplants for hypoglycemic unawareness,
and intends to provide notice of this additional coverage in the
.State Register. At this time, however, DHS does not concur with
the recommendation to cover autologous bone marrow transplants
for breast cancer because DHS believes this procedure to be
investigative. DHS will continue to follow the clinical trials
currently underway, and reevaluate this decision if clinical
trials show #1) the procedure should no longer be considered
investigative, and #2) the procedure has clinical benefits beyond
current treatment methods.

A cost estimate for the three transplant procedures recommended
in the Committee’s report is attached. Six copies of this report
have been forwarded to the Legislative Reference Library, in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 3.195.

Sincerely,

MARIA R. GOMEZ
Commissioner

Enclosures
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Department of Human Services

Human Services Building
444 Lafayerte Road N
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

February 22, 1994

The Honorable Bob Anderson
Minnesota House of Representatives
437 State Office Building
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Representative Anderson:

Enclosed is a report to the Legislature, mandated by Minnesota
Statutes, §265B.0629, subdivision 3 (1993).

The Department of Human Services (DHS) is in agreement with the
Advisory Committee on Organ Transplants recommendations to cover
autologous bone marrow transplants for chronic myelogenous
leukemia and pancreas transplants for hypoglycemic unawareness,
and intends to provide notice of this additional coverage in the
State Register. At this time, however, DHS does not concur with
the recommendation to cover autologous bone marrow transplants
for breast cancer because DHS believes this procedure to be
investigative. DHS will continue to follow the clinical trials
currently underway, and reevaluate this decision if clinical
trials show #1) the procedure should no longer be considered
investigative, and #2) the procedure has clinical benefits beyond
current treatment methods.

A cost estimate for the three transplant procedures recommended
in the Committee’s report is attached. Six copies of this report
have been forwarded to the Legislative Reference Library, in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 3.195.

Sincerely,

MARIA R. GOMEZ
Commissioner

Enclosures
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TRANSPLANT PROCEDURES
COST ESTIMATE

The following table shows annual Medical Assistance program cost
estimates (in 000’s) for adding transplant procedures recommended
in the 1994 advisory committee on transplants annual report.

A. Autologous bone marrow transplant for chronic myelogenous

leukemia. DHS recommends coverage.

Estimated Federal State Total

Frequency Expenditures Expenditures Cost
1 . $ 56 $ 48 $ 104

B. Pancreas transplant for hvpoglycemic unawareness. DHS
recommends coverade.

Estimated Federal State Total
Frequency Expenditures  Expenditures Cost
1 $ 54 S 47 $ 101

C. Autologous bone marrow transplant for breast cancer. DHS
does not recommend coverage.

Estimated Federal State Total
Frequency Expenditures Expenditures Cost
10 $ 395 $ 335 $ 730

Costs in items A and B are costs of the inpatient stay for the
transplant procedure. Costs in item C are net costs of the
transplant after subtracting all costs of other treatment not
provided because a bone marrow transplant was provided instead.
The actual program cost of the procedure in item C is estimated
at $102,000 per transplant, or a total of $1,020,000. (Net costs
of procedures in A and B are not available.)

DHS:2/94
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Minnesota Statutes, section 256B.0629, directs the Advisory
Committee on Organ and Tissue Transplants to submit an annual
report on medical assistance (MA) coverage of transplants to the
Commissioner of the Department of Human Services and chairs of
the health and human services divisions of the House Health and
Human Services and Senate Family Services and Health Care
Committees.

In meetings of the Committee on September 16, 1993, and October
13, 1993, the following recommendations concerning additional
transplant coverage and general transplant policy were made:

RECOMMENDED CRITERIA FACILITY
TRANSPLANT
|
Autologous Bone Stage ITI and above | Center of Excellence
Marrow breast cancer (To be determined by
Committee)
Autologous Bone Chronic Must meet American
Marrow Myelogenous Society of Hematology
Leukemia and Clinical Oncology
Criteria
Pancreas Hypoglycenmic - Must meet United
Unawareness Network for Organ
Sharing Criteria
Need must be confirmed
by a second approved
facility.

The Committee also recommends that:

1) Subcommittees be established to review new procedures such
as liver-bowel transplants, and present findings to the
Committee for consideration; and

2) The Department should not authorize out-of-state coverage
of transplant procedures when approved Minnesota transplant
centers have rejected the recipient as a transplant candidate,
or when the recipient is already on a waiting list at an
approved Minnesota facility.




COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Arthur Caplan, Ph.D.

Director, Center for
Biomedical Ethics

University of Minnesota

R. Craig Christianson, M.D.

Residency Unit Director

University of Minnesota Family
Practice Residency Clinic

Barbara Elick, BSN

Chief Transplant Coordinator

University of Minnesota
Hospital and Clinic

Marty Halvorson, LMFT

Director of Pastoral Care &
Clinical Pastoral Education

Methodist Hospital, Minneapolis

Ruud Krom, M.D., Ph.D.
Consultant in Surgery
Director, Liver Transplant
Program

Mayo Clinic

Kirsten Libby

Executive Budget Officer
Budget Division

Minnesota Department of
Finance

Del K. Ohrt, M.D.

Vice President and Medical
Director

Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Minnesota

Ralph Peterson
Transplant Patient Support
Group

Norma K.C. Ramsay, M.D.
Professor, Dept of Pediatrics

Director, Pediatric Bone Marrow
Transplant Program
University of Minnesota
Hospital and Clinic

David Sutherland, M.D., Ph.D.
Professor, General & Transplant
Program '
Director, Pancreas Transplant
Program

University of Minnesota
Hospital and Clinic




