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LAND USE SUMMARY

During the 1986 Fiscal Year, the SRDC continued its land use and environ-
mental planning program. The Land Use Committee held quarterly meetings
to discuss various issues such as water management planning. The SRDC
also fulfilled its contract with the City of Adrian for the purposes of
developing a Land Use Plan. The SRDC will continue its involvement with
the Region's communities to ensure that future developments are environ-
mentally sound.

LUVERNE
INITIATES
COMP PLAN UPDATE

The City of Luverne is
presently contracting
with the SRDC to update
its comprehensive plan.
The plan will provide
Luverne with a guide-
line in determining the
present and future
needs in areas such as:
housing, economics,
community facilities,
transportation, and
physical features. The
‘plan is expected to be
completed and approved
in August, 1986.
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SLAYTON CONDUCTS HAZARDOUS WASTE PROJECT -

On June 21, the City of Slayton conducted a
household hazardous waste pick-up project. The
project is part of the LCMR's program to assem-
ble data on how much household hazardous waste
exists, and what is presently going to the
landfill instead of " being extracted from the
wastestream. The MN Pollution Control Agency
has been directed to conduct the demonstration
projects.

One of the main reasons Murray County was
selected for the program was because the major
economic base for the county is agriculture.
The MPCA wanted to obtain wastes from an agri-
culturally based county in order to see whether
or not farmers would participate by bringing in
hazardous chemicals., Although the participation
was not as high as expected, the MPCA did
receive quite a bit of volatile materials such a
50 gallon drum of DDT. All of the waste collect-
ed was transported out of the state since
Minnesota presently does not have a landfill
suited for hazardous waste disposal.

Commission Members

Planning/Zoning ‘
Olson, Weise and Nelson identify possible future
changes in the City's Land Use.

Luverne
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SOLID WASTE SUMMARY
During the 1986 Fiscal Year,

solid waste management continued to be an
important issue for the SRDC. With existing and new regulations being
mandated to the counties; it became evident that the SRDC continue its
technical assistance in this area. The SRDC assisted in the formation of
the Southwest Solid Waste Management Task Force in order to develop county
solid waste management plans. The SRDC also assisted the City of Slayton
with their Household Hazardous Waste Project.
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SRDC MEETS WITH STATE AGENCIES -

ON WASTE TIRES MANAGEMENT

Since the ban on waste tire disposal one year
ago, the issue of developing a facility to
process the waste tires has been a controver-
sial one. One facility has been funded by
the state to process waste tires, but its
location to southwest Minnesota is cumber-
some. Many interested parties thought that
this warranted the possibility of having a
facility located in this part of the state.
In order to further investigate this issue,
the SRDC sponsored a meeting with state staff
from MPCA, DEED, SPA and WMB. The meeting
was also attended by public officials,
private organizations and the general public.
The purpose of the meeting was to obtain
information from the state staff regarding
their involvement with the waste tire issue.

Essentially, the state staff were supportive
of the project, but added that in order for
it to progress, an indepth feasibility study
must be conducted to see whether or not such
a facility could be maintained here in Region
Eight. One suggestion is to incorporate this
issue into the solid waste management plans
and perhaps continuing work with the consul-
tants for the purposes of developing a
feasibility study as well.
continue its idinvolvement in resolving the
waste tire management dilemma.

The SRDC will.

COMMISSION ADDRESSES
WATER MANAGEMENT
PLANNING

In an effort to begin
addressing the issue of
water management plan-
ning, the SRDC invited
Bob Finley, from the
Redwood-Cottonwood Ri-
vers Control Associa-
tion to speak at the
May Board of Directors

meeting. Finley ap-
prised the Board that
under the 1985 Water

Management Act, a coun-
ty will be responsible
for preparing a plan
that will address pro-

blems with existing
watershed wunits and
groundwater systems.,

It will also be impor-
tant for the counties
to coordinate with one
another since ground-
water does not always
cooperate by govern-
mental boundaries.

MPCA Officials and Slayton Citizens sort house-
household hazardous waste materials for disposal.

TASK FORCE DETERMINES FUTURE FOR SOLID WASTE

The Southwest Solid Waste Management Task Force,
which is comprised of Jackson, Lincoln, Lyon,
Murray, Nobles, Pipestone, and Rock counties is
continuing their development of county solid
waste management plans. The Task Force offic-
ially formed in January and has been meeting
monthly throughout the project's timeframe. The
Task Force hired Hickok & Associates of Wazata,
MN to conduct the mandated studies and are
anticipating completion of the plams this fall.
At that time, the plans will be submitted to
MPCA for approval. It is also required that the
counties implement their solid waste plans which
will be developing programs that will deter from
present landfilling. Such programs include
recycling, composting, and incineratiom.
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SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA RECEIVES $2.8 MILLION
FROM MCKNIGHT FOUNDATION

After one and a half years of planning and hard work, the Southwest
Minnesota McKnight Task Force members were very pleased when Russ Ewald
from the McKnight Foundation announced in March, 1986 that Southwest
Minnesota would receive $2.8 million during the next two years. Over $15
million dollars in grant funds were awarded to 6 rural areas throughout
Minnesota and Southwest Minnesota received the second largest award.

"I'm ecstatic about the potential of the Initiative Fund" exclaimed Gloria
Vande Brake from the Southwest Regional Development Commission. '"The $2.8
million dollars will leverage additional private and public dollars into
southwestern Minnesota and assist in creating new jobs 'and providing
needed services so that individuals and families can continue to live and
work in rural southwestern Minnesota."

Two programs will be operated under the Fund: (1) a revolving loan program
to provide financing for new or expanding businesses which will create
jobs for rural individuals and families and (2) human services grants to
encourage more creative, efficient, and effective delivery of social
services, health and educational resources; and to assist rural people
suffering as a result of the economic crisis.

The Southwest Minnesota Initiative Fund serves an eighteen county region
in southwest Minnesota including the counties in Regions 6E, 6W and 8.
Two citizen advisory committees have been established to review the loan
and grant requests, make recommendations to the board, and assess regional
problems and priorities. Applications for the loan and grant programs
will be accepted beginning in August, 1986.

Over $700,000 is initially available for business requests for new or
expanding businesses including land and building acquisition, renovation,
machinery and equipment, and working capital. Loan applications must
create new jobs and the Fund will consider direct loans, loan guarantees
and interest-buy downs. The Fund will be a supplementary source of
financing for business loans after lending institutions and other federal
and state loan programs. Businesses should consult existing experts in
the economic development field including the regional development commis-
sioner, the state's business finance specialists, local or county develop-
ment authorities and small business development centers.

The human services program has over $480,000 available the first year to
provide better methods for meeting the effects of the current economic
decline. Funding requests should bear a strong relationship to the effect
of the rural economic crisis or to lessen its burdens. The Fund will
consider proposals in several categories which represent potential ser-
vice delivery methods: (1) partnership and cooperative programming which
will build long-term cooperation among organizations, communities or
counties, (2) methods which foster organizational communication among
regional interests or which engage in advocacy to solve the causes of
human distress in the region and (3) programs which continue to serve
people experiencing transition caused by the agricultural and rural
economic crisis. Funding requests must document the need for the project
and show how the proposed project differs from similar projects within the
service area. The project should leverage other public and private
funding sources.

The Board has hired Thomas Keaveny as the Executive Director of the SW MN
Initiative Fund. Keaveny, formerly the director of the Renville County
Human Services Department, was born near Redwood Falls and attended school
at Morton. David Leckey, a recent graduate of the HHH Institute has been
hired as the Associate Director/Economic Development Planner.

The office of the Southwest Minnesota Initiative
Fund will be housed at the Volstead House in
Granite Falls. "We are pleased by Granite

Falls' attractive offer", stated Mark Loftus of

Countryside Council and Secretary of the Fund.

"But perhaps more important, we are impressed by

the historical symbol which the Volstead House

represents., Andrew Volstead was a U.S. Congress-
man from Granite Falls and was a key supporter

of the early cooperative movement. We aim to

administer the Initiative Fund in the same

spirit of rural cooperation and in the hope that

the initiative of residents in southwest Minne-

sota can be tapped to solve many of our present

problems."




