






























































































































































































































































MINNESOTA MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY COMMISSION
St. Paul, Minnesota
June 7, 1983
MINUTES

Senator John Bernhagen, Minnesota MRPC Chairman, called the meeting
to order at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 7, 1983. 'In addition to Senator
Bernhagen, the following members were present: Senator Eugene Waldorf,
Senator Larry Pogemiller, Representative Douglas St. Onge, Representative
Don Frerichs, Lt. Governor Marlene Johnson, Vic Jude, Sonja Hayden Berg,
and ‘George Vogel.

The following were also in attendance: Andy Golfis and Len Isles,
Minnesota Department of Transportation; Bill Karich, Lt. Governor's staff;
Marcy Bergland, Metropolitan Airports Commission; Christine Olsenius, Fresh-
water Society; Triva Kahl, Governor's DOT/Tourism Liaison; Holly Stoerker,
Upper Mississippi River Basin Association; and Jerry Enright and John Edman,
National MRPC staff.

Senator Bernhagen called on Vic Jude and Andy Golfis to provide
an overview of the Great River Road program. Mr. Jude spoke on the his-
tory of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission and noted that Minnesota
has traditionally been one of the most active states. Mr. Jude reviewed the
federal funding of the Great River Road program and indicated that the ten
states and two provinces have switched emphasis from road development to
utilization and use.

Mr. Golfis next presented a Great River Road slide show. It was
mentioned that the Commission must approve all Great River Road segment
plans and that Minnesota has thus far designated 323 miles of the total 426
miles of Great River Road within the state. The slide show reflected the
importance of tourism within the state by noting that the 23 Minnesota
counties bordering the Mississippi River and the Great River Road account
for 65 percent of all tourism expenditures, 72 percent of all tourism related
jobs, and 63 percent of all state tax receipts. It was also reported that
Minnesota has received federal Great River Road allocations of $43.7 million,
have obligated $28.8 million and an unobligated balance of $14.9 million exists
for future development.

Mr. Edman asked if any of the $28.8 million in obligated Great River
Road funds have utilized the 95-5 match eligibility provided in the 1982
Federal Highway Act. Mr. Golfis commented that the 1973, 1976, and 1978
Federal Highway Acts authorized separate categorical Great River Road
funds to be used on a 75-25 matching basis. The Federal Highway Act
approved by Congress early this year, allows the Great River Road program
to be eligible for 95-5 match, however, no separate categorical Great River
Road funds have been included. Mr. Golfis reported that due to the competi-
tion for non-categorical federal aid funds, all obligated Great River Road
funds have used the 75-25 match.
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Senator Bernhagen asked for consideration of the minutes of the Minnesota
MRPC meeting held on December 7, 1982. Motion by Senator Waldorf, seconded
by Representative Frerichs to approve the minutes as submitted.

Senator Bernhagen called for a discussion of the financial report of
the current biennium ending June 30, 1983, and the approved budget for the
up-coming biennium. (See Exhibit A and B) Mr. Edman commented that
the Commission currently has a balance of $1,360.32, most of which will be
paid towards members' per diem and travel expenses for this meeting. Mr.
Edman reminded members that at the last Commission meeting it was agreed
that $1,000 would be paid toward the National Promotion Assessment of
$1500 and that the remaining $500 would be paid at the end of the current
biennium, provided available funds exist.

Senator Bernhagen next commented that the Commission's budget was
reduced by half for the 1982-1983 biennium, but that the Commission was
able to restructure its activities and carry out its functions under its charge.
Mr. Edman commented that the Legislature approved $21,000 for the Commission
for the 1984-85 biennium ($10,300 for 1984, and $10,700 for 1985). Senator
Bernhagen indicated that members have often paid their meeting expenses
through other means and this continued practice should be encouraged.

Motion by Representative Frerichs, seconded by Vic Jude, to adopt the
Commission financial report as submitted. The motion was unanimously
approved.

Motion by Ms. Berg, seconded by Senator Waldorf, to use the balance
of Commission funds at the end of the current biennium toward payment of
the remainder of the National MRPC Promotion Assessment for 1983. The
motion was unanimously approved.

Motion by Mr. Jude, seconded by Representative Frerichs to approve
the 1985-86 biennium budget as proposed. The motion was unanimcusly
approved.

Mr. Golfis next provided a report on MN DOT issues. Mr. Golfis
presented a list of thirteen projects for which Great River Road funds will
be obligated during fiscal year 1983. A list of all Great River Road projects
since federal funds were first made available in 1976 was also presented.
(Exhibits C & D) Discussion followed on the problems with the federal obliga-
tion ceiling and Great River Road matching requirements. Mr. Golfis then
reported that the Great River Road segment from Bemidji to Bena is currently
under study, which the Commission will have to take action on during their
next meeting. (See Exhibit E)
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Mr. Golfis presented a new Great River Road informational panel to
be displayed at MN DOT information stops throughout the state. The basic
format of the Great River Road panel will remain the same at all locations,
with slight variations on the lower third portion. (See Exhibit F) Mr. Golfis
further presented draft copy for a new Great River Road brochure for the
segment from Hastings to the Jowa border. It was noted that this brochure
is one of four Great River Road brochures to span the various segments
of the Great River Road.

Mr. Edman commented on Great River Road plans for the 1984 World's
Fair. Mr. Edman reported a Great River Road exhibit to showcase the ten
states and two provinces has been approved for construction with Great River
Road funds made available from the state of Mississippi. (See Exhibit G) It
was noted that the Great River Road exhibit will be designed as a replica of
a 19th century showboat, with a display area for each of the states and
provinces, a stand-up theatre, and a large deck area to be utilized by each
participating Great River Road state and province. Mr. Edman commented
that the cost to participate for each state and province will be $30,000,
which will cover rental of the booth space, salaries, utilities and other miscel
laneous expenses. It was reported that to date six Great River Road states
and provinces have committed to some degree of involvement in this project.

Ms. Olsenius next spoke on the background of the Freshwater Society
and their plans to develop a film on the Mississippi River. Ms. Olsenius stated
that the purpose of the Freshwater Society was to translate and interpret
freshwater issues and their implications to the people, organizations and
agencies responsible for water management. The Freshwater Society has
considered making a major film for several years but with the advent of the
World's Fair they felt the appropriate focus and opportunity had finally
arrived. The film would be a quality 35 mm film approximately 16 minutes in
length and would give people a view of the River as a total entity, the national
lifeline integral to American commerce, industry, agriculture, and municipalities.
Ms. Olsenius commented that there is a tremendous potential for combining
forces at the 1984 World's Fair that the inclusion of this film would make
for a doubly attractive exhibit.

Senator Bernhagen then called upon Ms. Bergland to discuss her role at
the Metrpolitan Airports Commission and the potential of bringing international
tourists through the Twin Cities and along the Great River Road. Ms. Bergland
commented that the Twin Cities International Airport has the potential to
attract numerous international travelers with direct flights to Minneapolis
from England, the Netherlands and Germany. It was mentioned that a total
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of 33,588 international travelers came to the Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport in 1982. (Exhibit H) Ms. Bergland said that the best way to
attract international travelers to Minnesota is via the history link and that
the Tour Managers Association is available to assist the MRPC with tours and
promotion activities. It was further mentioned that the Tour Managers Asso-
ciation also may be able to sponsor partial participation in the 1984 World's
Fair.

Senator Bernhagen then asked members to consider the degree of
Minnesota's commitment to participation in the 1984 World's Fair. Ms.
Johnson stated that the state tourism budget is extremely limited and that
dollars for the next biennium may already be committed. Ms. Johnson commented
that private industry sponsorship should also be explored. Senator Pogemiller
added that Minnesota's involvement through the Freshwater Society and the’
development of the Mississippi River film could be considered as partial
payment toward the satisfaction of Minnesota's contribution.

Motion by Reprepresentative Frerichs, seconded by Ms. Johnson, that
Minnesota intends to participate in the Great River Road exhibit at the 1984
World's Fair at the $30,000 level, either in cash or with an in kind contribu-
tion to the satisfaction of the parties involved. The motion was unanimously
approved.

Senator Bernhagen called for the election of Commission officers.
It was noted that it has been a tradition of the Commission to elect a new
slate of officers every two years. Senator Bernhagen stated that it is the
statutory responsibility of newly appointed members to elect a tenth member
to serve as Secretary.

Metien by Representative Frerichs, seconded by Mr. Jude, to appoint
George Vogel as the tenth member of the Commission to serve as Secretary.
The motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Jude nominated Marlene Johnson to serve as Chairman. Motion by
Senator Waldorf, seconded by Representative St. Onge to accept the nomina-
tion and approve Marlene Johnson as Chairman. The motion was unanimously
approved.

Mr. Vogel next nominated Senator Waldorf as Vice Chairman. Motion
by Mr. Jude, seconded by Representative St. Onge to accept the nomination
and approve Senator Eugene Waldorf as Vice Chairman.

Mr. Jude nominated Representative Frerichs to serve as Treasurer.
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Ms. Berg submitted her own name in nomination for Treasurer. A paper
ballot was conducted and Representative Frerichs was elected as Treasurer.

Senator Bernhagen addressed the status of the Commission. He noted
that the National MRPC office is located in St. Paul, and that staff, secre-
tarial, telephone and photocopy services have been provided to the Minnesota
Commission at no charge. Senator Bernhagen mentioned that the Minnesota
Commission has in the past provided some funds for separate staff, but that
as a result of the Commission's budget being reduced for the 1982-83 bien-
nium, the Commission was unable to fund this expense.

Representative Frerichs commented on the status of the Great River
Road Association. He mentioned that he serves on the Board of Directors
of the Association, which is the grass-roots citizen's organization designed to
increase the level of public awareness of the Mississippi River and the Great
River Road. Representative Frerichs urged all new Commission members to
join. © Mr. Edman indicated he would have Association membership information
sent to all new Commission members.

Senator Bernhagen indicated that the next meeting of the Minnesota
Mississippi River Parkway Commission would be held in conjunction with
the 1983 Annual Convention, August 13 - 17, 1983, at Minaki, Ontario.

The Minnesota MRPC meeting adjourned at 12:40 p;m.

Respectfully submitted,

John F. Edman
Executive Sectretary
National MRPC

JFE:sd
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Minnesota MRPC Meectirng
December 7, 1982
St. Paul, Minnesota

Minutes

Scnator John Bernhagen, Mn. MRPC Chairman, called the meeting to
order at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 7, 1982. 1In addition to
Senator Bernhagen, the following members were present: Senator
Gene Waldorf, Representatives Don Frerichs, Donna Peterson, Warren
Stowell, Tad Jude, Mr. Vic Jude and Mr. George Vogel. A guorum

was present. The following were also in attendance: MRPC Executive
Secretary John Edman, Administrative Assistant Linda Lacher, Mn/DOT
representatives Andy Golfis, Len Isles and Lawrence Foot.

Senator Bernhagen asked for consideration of the minutes of the
informal meeting of the Minnesota delegation held in West Memphis,
Arkansas. The minutes were accepted as written.

Senator Bernhagen called for discussion of the financial report
of the current biennium ending June 30, 1983 (see attached), as
well as the request for funding for the upcoming bicnnium. The
balance remaining in the fund for this biennium totals $2,483.36.
Mr. Vic Jude suggested that a part of the $1500 assessment for
promotion as requested by the National Ccmmittee be paid at this
time. He made a moticn to pay $1000 of the promotion assessment
now and the remaining $500 at the end of the biennium. Mr Vogel
amended that motion to require a second motion at the next meeting
to pay the remaining $500. Representative Frerichs seconded that
amended motion. The members approved the motion.

Discussion of the upcoming biennial budget began after a review of
the printout and explanation of the procedure for funding sent to
Linda Lacher by Janct Lund of the Legislative Coordinating Commissior
(see attached). The request for 1984 would be 310,700 and for

1985 the request would be $11,500 based on a 7% increase for both
years of the biennium. The members then discusscd the addition of
the $1500 promotional assessment and its place within the budget.
Scenator Waldorf moved that the request for funding in 1984 begin

at $10,700 with an additionual $1500 added to that amount with the
justification being the new assesment, and that funding for 1985
begin at $11,500 with the additional $1500 added to that amount

for the same reason. The total request for funding would then be
$12,200 for 1984 and $13,000 for 1985. Representative Stowell second~=d
that motion. The members approved the moticn.

Mr. Golfis was called upon to discuss the projects being funded that
are now in progress (see attched list of 1982 projects). He explained
the difficulty now facing the MRPC and Great River Road programs
because of the spending ceiling placed on the allocation of funds
under the Department of Transportation. The new federal guidelines
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placed the Great River Road funding within the transportation
budget which effectively saved the program but made amenity funding
very difficult. Funding of projects in 1983 becomes even more
difficult because the MRPC and GRR do not have many projects found
on the state trunk highway system. Minnesota has the largest
expanse of road in the GRR project but the least number of miles

on important roadway. The DOT is obligated to fund projects of
higher priority that those being considered by the MRPC.

A gquestion was raised regarding the 5¢ user gas tax and its effect
on GRR funding. Mr. Golfis suggested that the tax could bring more
funding into Minnesota but with the federally imposed spending
ceiling DOT will still be obligated to fund priority projects first.
GRR projects are lower priorities because the route is not on prime
trunk highway. If the ceiling is lifted, it would be easicr to

fund some of the lower priority projects. Mr. Golfis also mentioned
that Commissioner Braun would be retained in his position for at’
least the next six months and 1is vecry supportive of the work done

by the MRPC and GRR programs.

Mr Golfis distributed the last update map of route designation (sce
ttached). The total potential mileage for designation is 420 miles.

Of that total 276 miles have alrcady been designated as GRR leaving
144 miles yet to be designated. With the addition of the Brainerd

to Aitken section, that total remaining is then decreased.

Mr. Edman was called upon to review any legislation being considercd
onn the federal level. He emphasized that no federal legislation
offers new money for the GRR-program, however legislation will be
introduced to raise the ceiling on spending which will allow the
various states to use any of the unallocated fund balances they may
still have. Consideration is also being given to reassigning fund
balances to states that have used all of their allocation.

Mr. Bernhagen then began the discussion of the future organization
of the Parkway Commission, mentioning the change in administration
and the future appointments to the commission. Mr. Vic Jude commented
on the need for continuity to continue the work already in progress.
Mr. Vogel mentioned the need to re-educate the legislators on the
viability of the MRPC. And Scnator Waldorf mentioned the necd to
continue a working relationship with the Minnesota Congressional
delegation.

As no other business came beifore the commission, the meeting was
adjourncd at 9:50 a.m.
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